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USF pairs with All Children's for new
pediatric research facility
Sharon Milian
Nest contributor

A state-of-the-art pediatrics research
facility will become a reality this
December as USF teams up with All
Children's Hospital (ACH) to complete a
$12 million project in St. Petersburg. The
four-story Children's Research Institute,
which has been under construction since
July 1997, will contain biomedical
research laboratories for pediatric diseases
and illnesses.
Dr. Gary Litman, USF faculty member
and professor of genetics at ACH, has
been given the first endowed chair and
will be the first to move in this January.
The institution will house programs for
pediatric diabetes and allergies. The first
floor will be for the Pediatric Policy
Institute and the remaining three will hold
research programs.
"They will be in the area of immunology and there will be a program in genetics, cardiac transplantation, pediatric cancer and pediatric development," said
Litman. "There will be no beds and no

actual work with patients. The facility is a
basic and applied research facility, using
self-culture or experiments on animals
such as the zebra ftsh. This is a very useful genetics model for studying abnormal
development."
Support suites will include isotope
labs, small animal procedure labs, a highlevel infectious disease lab, cold rooms
and environmental chambers and tissue
culture.
"A total of $32 million was raised
through joint activity with All Children's,"
said Michael Hoad ofUSF's Public Affairs
in Health Sciences office. "The building is
supported by gifts from the hospital that
were matched by the state of Florida. The
gifts totaled $14 million, and the state
matched that amount through the
Matching Challenge Grant, which is funded by the legislature. The building itself
will cost about half that amount, with the
rest being used for professorship endowments. The chairs are not yet filled and the
professors have not yet been hired."
USF and ACH began collaborating in
1973, shortly after the USF College of
Medicine opened, Hoad said. The college

The Children 's Research Institute, located on the corner of Third Street and Sixth Avenue South in
St. Petersburg, is scheduled to open in December.

and hospital run an integrated resident
training program in pediatrics, and medical students rotate thrqugh the hospital.
In 1985, the research began, when
ACH established the Children's Research
Institute to fund major pediatric research

by USF faculty based at the hospital.
"ACH and USF jointly recruited Dr.
Robert Good, renowned as the first person
to successfully perform a bone marrow
transplant," said Hoad. "His team
launched the work on the immune system
Pediatrics continued on Page 3

First female USF president resigns

Betty Castor

On July 20, USF president
Betty Castor announced her
resignation. After a five-year
stint at the university, Castor
will now head the National
Board for Profession a I
Teaching Standards.
"I did not reach this decision easily or lightly," said
Castor. "On one level, I have
accepted a challenging new
position in an area that has
always been close to my heart.
On the other hand, it means
leaving a university that I love,
people I respect and admire,
and a community where I have
deep roots and fami ly ties."
As USF's first female president, Castor has made great
strides in the development of

university programs and facilities, including adding a half
dozen Ph.D. programs. During
her presidency, the university
embarked on ambitious university-wide beautification and
construction programs.
Castor's unexpected resignation left many wondering if
the progi-ams she began will be
completed. At her announcement, however, Castor reassured students and faculty
members that she will continue
to pursue several immediate
goals, including allowing the
St. Petersburg campus to offer
fu ll four-year programs and the
acceptance of a Division 1-A
Conference football team.
See Reaction Page 4
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Julie Rice
Nest contributor

For many students, their USF student
ID are reminders of the responsibilities
and hassles that go along with being a college student - exams, scheduling classes
and the feeling every semester that graduation isn't any closer. But we've done the
research and found some useful
ways to use that little green
card bearing your picture hidden in the back of your wallet.

(727) 896-2667. Open T-Sat., 10 a.m.-5
p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. Closed on Mondays.
Students with valid ID $2.
Museum of Science and Industry
4801 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa; (813)
987-6100. Hours: M-Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
with varying times for laser light shows

11
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After spending the cash, students
earn rewards

AMC Movie Theatres
Hours vary at each location.
Students with valid ID admitted to any showing after 6 p.m.
for $4.

YOUR
FACE

Borders Books and Music,
Barnes and Noble Bookstores
Although these chains do
not offer student discounts,
they have regular specials and
a discount for teachers. (Guess they want
the professors to read as much as the students!)

·;
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Florida Holocaust Museum
55 Fifth St. S., St. Petersburg; (727)
820-0100. Hours: M-F 10 a.m-5 p.m.; Sat.
and Sun., noon-5 p.m. Students with valid
ID $5.

1·•

fl'1

Florida International Museum
100 Second St. N., St. Petersburg;
(727) 821-1448. Hours 9 a.m-5 p.m. daily.
Closed until November 12 which marks
the first day of the John F. Kennedy
Exhibition. Students with valid ID $5.95.
Great Explorations Hands on Museum.
325 First St. N.E., St. Petersburg;
(727) 821-8992. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10
a.m-8 p.m. ; Sunday, 11 a.m-6 p.m.
Students with valid ID $3.
Museum of Fine Arts
255 Beach Drive N.E., St. Petersburg,

HERE

and IMAX movies. Students with valid ID
receive $1 off regular admission price.
Ruth Eckerd Hall
11 11 McMullen Booth Road N.,
Clearwater; (727)791-7400. Season
begins in October. Student rush offered on
certain shows; with valid ID admission is
$15 per ticket, cash only; limit two per ID;
must be purchased in person the night of
the show; call for future schedule.
Salvador Dali Museum
1000 Third St. S., St. Petersburg;
(727) 823-3767. Hours: M-F 9:30 a.m5:30 p.m. with extended hours until 8 p.m.
on Thurs.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Students
with valid ID $5, $2.50 Thursdays after
5:30p.m.
St. Petersburg Times Subscription

490 First Ave. S., St. Petersburg;
(727) 895-1181. Sixteen-week subscription $22.21 for students. Look for subscription representatives in Davis Hall
during the first days of classes.

Stix Billiards
5501 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach; (727)
360-4462. Hours: M-Sun. 2 p.m-2 a.m. No
ID required, just say you're a VIP and it's
$.50 off per hour.
Tamp a Bay Performing Arts
Center
1010 Macinnes Place N.,
Tampa; (813) 222-1000. Hours
vary; call for current show times
and prices. Student rush tickets
available for half price at the box
office an hour-and-a-half before
the show, cash only. ID valid at the
Jaeb and Off Center Theaters,
excluding Broadway shows .
Ten Pin Bowling Alley
1453 Pasadena Ave. S., St.
Petersburg; (727) 381 - 1010.
Hours: M-Sun., 9 a.m-rnidnight
and until 1 a.m. Friday and
Saturday nights. Ten percent discount with valid student ID.
While many attractions in the area do
not offer student discounts at the ticket
booths, USF students can purchase discounted tickets to many area entertainment venues through Student Affairs. On
the Tampa campus, contact the Phyllis P.
Marshal Center Information Desk (813)
974-5303. Students can purchase discounted tickets to Tampa Bay 's
Adventure Island and Busch Gardens
and Orlando's Sea World and Universal
Studios. Student discounts for HARTline
Bus passes are also available.
Not taking classes in Tampa? At the
Campus Activities Center (CAC) here on
the Bayboro students can purchase discounted tickets for Busch Gardens, AMC
Movies, and Florida Aquarium tickets.
Also available are CAC guest passes
(daily, weekly, monthly or full semester
passes available). So, loosen up and invite
your mother down for a game of pick-up
basketball !
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St. Pete eases commuter parking frustration

Pediatrics continued from Page 1

that has been the hallmark of our joint
Children's Research Institute. The new
building will be its home."
"It's exciting," Hoad said, "because
it could become one of the absolute best
centers for work on the diseases of children."

Alex Newberry
Nest contributor

end of Third Street, turn right at the airport and then left. The lot begins off to
your
right along the waterfront.
Parking at USF-St. Pete is a breeze.
As many as 15 percent of students
The campus has some of the most plentiful, inexpensive and picturesque parking forgo the campus parking altogether in
of any campus anywhere. Not only are favor of street parking. And it's clear why
there 887 decal-only parking spaces avail- they do. With some of the closest spaces,
able, there are also hundreds of free spots this year parking is free because of new
diagonal and street parking.
on the streets around campus.
But with street parking comes the risk
Parking decals may be purchased at a
of not fmding a
discounted price if
spot
and having to
St. Pete is your
"Never once in the last 10 park illegally on
designated home
campus. The USFcampus, and the
years have the
St. Pete police say
decals are honored
they
hand out
{St.Petersburg
campus]
at the Tampa and
about
a
thousand
Sarasota campuses. lots been completely full.''
tickets
a
year However, you're
mostly
to
people
relegated to the
- Capt. Bob Siwik
who
can't
find a
Green parking lots
street
spot
and
in Tampa.
park
in
the
decal-only
lots.
Some
students
The first choice in parking for most St.
Pete students is the main parking Jot out- believe that's unfair.
"It's not really unfair. They just rolled
side Tavern at Bayboro, but there are other
the
dice and they lost," USF Police Capt.
Jess obvious choices if that's full. USF
Bob
Siwik said. "They really should be
owns three lots on Third Street, on the corbuying
a decal."
ners of Fifth, Sixth and Seventh avenues
Parking
tickets are $20. You have two
South. Closer to campus there are parking
weeks
to
appeal
or pay; after that there's
lots alongside the Poynter Library and
$11
penalty.
Ignoring
of parking tickets
an
next to the Campus Activities Center.
will
result
in
an
academic
hold, an inabiliOne of the least-used lots happens to
ty
to
register
for
classes
and
a hold on USF
be the most scenic. The peninsula lot,
transcripts.
located just beyond the marine science
And watch out for the handicapped
building, often has spaces available at
spaces.
The penalty for illegally parking in
night. Peninsula parking gives you a view
those
has
risen to $250.
of Tampa Bay, fishing trawlers, Coast
More
important
than tickets is parking
Guard cutters, the occasional cruise ship
lot
security.
The
USF-St.
Pete Police
and even a Russian submarine. It's so pretDepartment
is
now
fully
staffed
with 12
ty you may want to come early and
officers
and
three
dispatchers.
To
keep
the
unwind before classes.
lots
safe,
they
use
day
and
night
patrols,
To find peninsula parking, drive to the

q

video cameras and even plain-clothed
stakeouts.
While the lots all have bright lighting
and emergency phones, police urge students who want escorts to their cars to call
them. They are available day or night for
escorts or automobile emergencies such as
lockouts, flat tires and dead batteries.
You may leave you car overnight, but
any car left for more than three days will
be checked by police.
In general, parking at the St. Pete campus is easy and plentiful. "Never once in
the last ten years have the lots been completely full," Capt. Siwik said. "People
who have been to other schools know that
USF-St. Pete has a really great parking situation. I worked in Tampa 11 years and
that is horrendous compared to St. Pete."

PARKING TIP:

More students take
evening classes on the St. Pete
campus than day classes. The hardest
time to find parking is right before 6
p.m. l\Iany visitor spaces revert to
"Decal Only" spots after 5 p.m. Be
forewarned, these spots fill up fast.
Do yourself a favor by getting to
campus a few minutes early. The best
time to nab a spot in front of Davis
Hall is right after 5 p.m., when many
staff members head home. Also, pay
attention to the campus activities

calendar. Parking without a decal can
be a nightmare when public events are
going on in the CAC.
If you're able-bodied, but must
drive around until you find the closest
possible spot to the buildings, that's
your business. The amount of time
spent driving around could be used
walking to a parking lot a few yards
away. Just don't be surprised if your
professor doesn't buy your excuse for
being late.

!li&h:t11.th

Are you ready to go out in the
real world?
Use The Crow's Nest to build your portfolio,
gain experience and maybe even make a little cash.
For more information or to join the Nest team, please call
(727) 553-3113 or stop by the CAC.

Ahan~fulof

pt4ience {s worth
more dan a. bushel of
brains.
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Bayboro students and faculty reflect
on Castor 1S presidency
"There is no question in my mind, she did
more to give this university a connection
with the community than has been
done in a long,
long time. She put
a face on the university to the public. She took the
university to the
community and
brought the community out to the university. I'm sad to see her go, but I'm happy
to see what she will be involved with. I
can't think of a better person to campaign
the cause of teaching than president
Castor."
Bill Heller
Dean and Executive Officer,
USF-St. Petersburg

"I'm happy for her, though I'm ready for
a new face and what a new president will
bring to regional
campuses.
She
focused too much
on the main campus
and not enough on
regional ones."
Jube Kruekly
Student assistant
and former student
government treasurer

"I think what she is doing, personally, is a
step in the right
direction. More criteria for teachers is
important .. . she is
taking steps so that
we
[as educators]
_:,P··.. ';,!
will be impacted, if
not
indirectly.
However, on the
flip side, there is opportunity for change
here. She is a politician rather than an academician. I think it would be beneficial to
all campuses to have an academician [as
president], who would better understand
the needs of students. I think, as a branch
campus, sometimes we were not always
heard as to our needs. Hopefully, the addition of somebody new will give a little
more life-blood into the university system
and particularly to the branch campuses."
Erin Dunn
Former student government president

· ~·~

.

••

•

"I was stunned. She has done such a
=~-,..--..,...==
·--=
· =·,.,.,.., wonderful
job.
Changes to the
physical appearance
on
the
Tampa
campus
were a great step
forward. She had
the ability to transform the football team,
and it did wonders for the school spirit."
Kathy Arsenault
Acting director, Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library

Dr. Perry Kaley, the Counseling and
Center's newest member, is no stranger to USF.

Christine De Leo
Assistant Editor

"Castor has been very supportive of the
Learning Community, and we hope the
next president will be as supportive."
Dr. Susan Fernandez
Director, Learning Community

There will be a new face around the
Counseling and Career Center this fall.
Dr. Perry Kaly recently joined the staff as
a part-time personal and career counselor.
Kaly first came to USF during his predoctoral internship on the Tampa campus.
"The key to coping with the stresses of
school, work and relationships is fmding a

"I was very surprised that she resigned. I
~~Sk-="'"
•
think she has done
i~llifJ:~··' >~-r a great deal to
~
.-: if". ·~.;\~.. r.-.. .'· ,, improve
the
·.•c ~#- '-X~·j,..
~'-'.'lljio:(,~ .
University's
rela,. ,.:-:}.l··, ., :"'~ ••
.~,.~¥.o:- • • --if
~~~~~-~
··~{:,~_-·J:·~tions with the com'
' ";;i •. ..;~--~t'
~:,;;,;.:1"""~·;·..
·.. ..
munity. Clearly, the
{··.
university
has
:;,
.J
made great strides
in
developing
endowment and its required research
funds under her stewardship. I hope whoever the new president is that they too
have a strong commitment to the development of regional campuses."
Dr. Diane McKinstry
Director, Counseling and Career Center
'.v'; :"'- ·

"I was disappointed to hear that she was
leaving. She provided really energetic
leadership, and USF has come a long way
since she began as president."
Terry Rose
Professor, Special Education

Psychologist happy to join
counseling team

.

· t....
i. .

·

Upcoming
Workshops

• ..

·~

Research and interviews conducted by
Christine De Leo.

Reflexology
Massage
Vision Screening
Body Composition

balance between them," said Kaly.
His main goal is to help students find
something they are passionate about when
choosing career and life directions.
Working alongside Kaly will be Dr.
Diane McKinstry, director; Sandy Blood,
senior health educator; and Pat Stone,
office manager.
The Counseling and Career Center
provides students with the information
and help needed to make the most of the
total college experience. The center
offers individual consultation and information involving a variety of lifestyle
issues, including techniques to quit smoking, weight management, substance abuse
and more. Students can also get information through brochures, workshops and
events.
The center is equipped with a
Resource Library and Internet lab in
Davis Hall, Room 112, where students
can access information regarding personal growth and wellness, education and
career guidance. The library is staffed by
trained peer counseling assistants available to assist on a walk-in basis.
The Counseling and Career Center is
located in Davis Hall, Room 115. The
center is open Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.to 5
p.m. For further information, call (727)
553-1129 or fax (727) 553-3193.

Counseling and Career
Center
Sept. 7
Sept. 8
Sept. 20
Sept. 23
Oct . 12
Oct. 14

W®~~~®~~ f~~w
Wed., Sept. 1
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Davis Lobby

Study Skills
Time Management
Stress Management
Assertiveness Skills
Preparing for Finals
Communication Skills

HIV/AIDS Prevention
Skin Cancer Screening
Substance Abuse
Prevention

12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

-
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THE BLA.IR Visiting professors
)\\A/JTCH-7\
PROJECT
The legend evoked enough emotion
that many Burkittsville residents would
not go near the woods. But a few student
The Blair Witch Project, an experifilmmakers
with raging curiosity journey
mental film about three college students
to
the
town
to document the myth, inaddocumenting the legend of the Blair
vertently
facing their own
witch, entices audience
fears
and
shortcomings.
with raw footage. The film's
Though shot with a mere
lack of over-paid celebrity
$60,000
budget, the Orlandoheadliners, studio quality
produced
film raged at the
and background music creSundance
Film Festival and
ates a realistic aura that
set
a
new
standard
on the big
brings viewers to their
screen.
Its
success
may ultiknees - and the box office.
mately
reflect
society's
desire
The legend, akin to the
to
see
real
characters
and
fresh
infamous Salem witch tri- Heather Donahue plays one of
concepts
hit
the
big
screen
als, goes a little something three student funmakers to
fi
h d d document the legend of the elements those living in Planet
. .
like th IS. A ew un re Blair witch.
Real World can relate to. The
years ago the children of
flick
lacks make-up artists,
Blair, Md. (present-day Burkittsville)
wardrobe
specialists
and Jennifer Love
claimed a woman placed one child in the
Hewitt,
substituting
the
fluff with genuine
comer of a room while she brutally mutifear.
lated another to avoid their pitiful eyes
Every element of The Blair Witch
upon her. Since they believed her to be a
Project
cuts to the core of the human spirwitch, the town's citizens took her far into
it
far
more frightening a conthe woods, tied her to a tree and left her to
cept
than
a hockey-masked ,., -~
die. Since her persecution, children vanRachael Coleman
Take Two

ished in those same woods, people discovered strange icons and horror stories
circulated the town.

join Bayboro ranks
College of Business
Dr. Greg Smersh
Visiting Assistant Professor
Advanced Corporate Finance and Real
Estate
Formerly with the University of Florida

Jeannette Ekh
Visiting Instructor
Information Systems and
Decision-making

College of Arts and Sciences
Lisa Starks
Visiting Assistant Professor
English within the Learning Community

Dr. Danielle Van Hilliard
Visiting Assistant Professor
Psychology
(She is helping out during Dr. Fowler's
phased, planned retirement.)

College of Education
Dr. Deanna Michael
Visiting Assistant Professor
Social Foundations of Education

Dr. Dennis Todd
Visiting Assistant Professor
The Psychological Foundation o(
Education
Specializes in behavioral management in
learning.

psy~:~:·!~~~:nly be ~~,
scarier 1f the legend were true.

Dr. Scott Geiger
Assistant Professor, regular appointment
Department of Management
Business Policy

)!)!

Student disability services offers options
Brandy Stark
Nest contributor

USF offers many services to its student
body. Many students are not aware of
what, exactly, is available. Disability services, a part of the Student Services
department, may be one of those littleknown services. This department can
offer a great deal of assistance for those
with a physical, medical, or psychological
disability.
Disability Services was created for
students who meet the criteria found in the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
A disability, as defined by the ADA, is a
physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life
activities. Disabilities may include hearing impairment, visual impairment, or
other physical disabilities such as spinal
cord injury or a neurological disorder.
Medical impairments may include such
chronic conditions as sickle cell anemia,
cancer or epilepsy. Psychological/educational impairments might include learning
disabilities or attention deficit disorder
(ADD), while a diagnosis of a bi-polar disorder would be classified as only psychological.

+

Disability Services, according to its
coordinator, Regina Blok, evaluates the
educational factors impacted by the disability, and what accommodations should
be made to help the student with his or her
academic goals.
Disability Services also helps with
class planning. Aside from offering services that allow
for the space and
mobility needed
by
physically
impaired
students,
this
department
offers help with
study skills and
with creating a
balanced course
load.
Blok
explained that if
a student has an
impairment that
makes reading
difficult, it may be counterproductive for
that individual to take three heavy reading
courses in one semester. Such an arrangement could sink an academic career by
overwhelming the student and negatively
impacting the his/her grade point average.

Instead, it may be better to take fewer
reading courses or to spread them out over
the extent of the student's stay at USF.
Future projects for this program will
make the St. Petersburg campus friendlier
towards specifically challenged individuals. Some additions to the campus include
expansion into recreational activities, such
as
sailing,
kayak/canoeing,
and
disabled
sporting events
held
at the
Campus
Activities
Center (CAC).
A portable lift
has
been
to
installed
allow the mobility-impaired
access to pool
facilities. Blok
also hopes to
start an outdoor camping program for the
disabled later this year.
"Coming to campus should be a total
experience. This should include access to
social
and extracurricular activities,
which are just as important to a student's

academic status. I think most students feel
that way," Block said.
A student who applies for accommodations from Disability Services must
have supporting documentation to validate
their request. Three types of documentation are used in this program: a medical
evaluation for physical impairment, psychological evaluations, and psychologicaleducation evaluations. These assessments
are used in documenting the extent of the
assistance needed. They also provide
basic information that determines what
kind of aid the student may get. They are
required in order to initiate the help of this
program.
For students who have flexible schedules, Student Services is seeking proctors
and note takers. Note-taking services may
be announced for individual courses for
disabled students.
Those interested in offering their services or enlist Disability Services for
themselves, may contact Regina Blok or
her assistant, Letta Ramsay, at Bay 111 or
call (727) 553-3403 for further details or
to fill out an application.

"- -+

PAGE 6

'1"-tt:E CF,O'WtJ -N'Bn' AUGUST 23 - SEPTRMBER 6, 1999

~~-------------------------------
Marshal Center on the Tampa campus at 10
a.m. sharp. Late comers will not be accepted.
Sorqrity heads will each set up in a room and
pledges will be divided into groups of five.
Rush Week events (all day Monday through Each group will enter each room for 30Friday, the week before classes began) were minute "inspection" periods.
required to uphold certain Greek codes of
In other words, when it's your turn, you
conduct. Along with the invitation to socials enter Room A to visit with the s isters of
and brunches, I received a list of highly sug- Delta Kappa Beta Gamma, or whatever they
gested outfits promising to increase my call it. In 30 minutes they decide whether
"Greekness."
you are acceptable enough to join their
Though the details may be a little off, it clique. At the end of the week, you choose
went a little somethe sorority
thing like this: On
you
want.
Monday, dress casuI hadn't changed my hair, nor was I
Meanwhile,
al but nice .. Khaki
wearing hot pink bell-bottoms and
each sorori_ty
shorts and a mce Gap
bright orange Spice Girl platforms,
makes a hst
V-neck are accept- .
.· .
,
of pledges fit
~o. I couldn t understand why she
to join group.
able, but nothing
bla!qntlydgnored me. .She just went
If the sorority
from the Jacqueline
righ't on laughing with her "sisters."
you
chose
Smith Collection is
1
;
also chooses
r e com me n d e d .
Tuesday will be
you,
you
dressy, but not formal. We recommend a become sisters - overnight.
casual dress or skirt, but not sundresses, sanBut if the sorority you chose didn't
dals or evening gowns. Thursday at 11 a.m., choose you, you can join the reject club.
wear denim shorts, but we do not recomI still do not understand what part of this
mend tank tops or tennis shoes; at 6 p.m. process appeals to so many students. With so
wear an evening gown for the pledge mixer. many new students, someone is bound to be
Homecoming and prom dresses are permit- your friend! This has to be the most degradted, but we do not recommend anything ing experience for women, and they contintacky.
ue to do it. Are all of these people really that
At this point I became very confused. I superficial?
have been dressing myself- with pride, I
So I threw the invitation away and went
might add- since the age of 5. Was I way about my business. A few weeks after the
ahead of my cohorts? Or was I not doing a semester began, I ran into a girl I knew from
very good job? I thought those loafers I wore high school. We were never really friends,
yesterday matched my belt and purse, but more like acquaintances, but we got along
maybe it was the wrong shade of black.
and transferred to USF at the same time.
I read on.
So I' m walking through the Sun Dome
All pledges are required to meet in the parking lot conversing with "Heidi," who,

by the way, is proudly carrying her "I'm-aGreek" mug as she struts to class. It was the
usual chit-chat and, of course, I asked how
she was doing. "Oh, fine," she said. "But I'm
a little tired. I was out all night with my
sorority sisters bailing one of their
boyfriends out ofjail." She continued with a
brief rundown of the highlights, none of
which I can remember.
But after that brief interlude we went our
separate ways. A few weeks later I ran into
her again. This time we had a class in the
same building. It was the usual chatter, but
she was scurrying to meet her "sisters," so
our conversation was brief.
A few weeks later I saw her outside the
business building, talking with two other
girls. They looked like cardboard cutouts of
one another. She looked right at me. Not
wanting to be rude (since we had made eye
contact), I said, "Hi, Heidi," and waved to
her. But she again looked at me with a
strange stare, almost as if to say, "Do I know
you?" I looked at her for a moment, knowing
she recognized me, and kept walking in disbelief. I hadn't changed my hair, nor was I
wearing hot pink bell-bottoms and bright
orange Spice Girl platforms, so I couldn't
understand why she blatantly ignored me.
She just went right on laughing with her "sisters."
It finally occurred to me that Greek life is
something I don't want to understand. It's for
codependent people who need others to
make them feel important- those who can't
sit home on a Friday night for fear they will
be dubbed losers and are afraid to become
their own person. They assimilate, like the
Borg, into a collective- each like her sister.

Xers and politics don't mix

prudence (or a pay-as-you-go philosophy)
and government intervention to reverse
income inequality. This is not old-fashioned
politics. Traditionally, the Republican right
calls for lower taxes, smaller government
and reduced assistance to the neediest. The
Democratic left adheres to tax-and-spend
liberalism and big government.
Xers, on the other hand, likely prefer
helping the needy (but without running a
deficit) and cutting taxes only if it doesn't
take from the surplus. However, this
new type of political
agenda
remains
unheard, as current
politicians all but
ignore the potentially most influential
·· " ·
'"
-~" "·
segment of the population.
Instead, politicians pander to the Baby
Boomers, visit the retired and fall at the feet
of corporate interests.
Why? Because they get involved. They
speak up. They vote.
The only way to reverse the political
anorexia of Xers is for them to realize their
power to bring change to the system. There
is already proof that if a candidate can
inspire young adults they will do their part:
Gov. Jesse Ventura. His election victory was
a result of Minnesota's same-day registration law, which also made possible record
turnout at the polls. So, Xers need to crawl
out from under the covers and enter the very
political arena that they loathe. Xers must
integrate themselves into the process. They
must bite the hand that forgot to feed them.

It's all Greek to me
Rachael Coleman
Reality Check columnist
The search is on - for parking spaces,
used textbooks, 3.7 percent student loan
rates, the perfect sorority sister, ...
Yes, the search is on for the perfect addition to our exclusive circle - if, of course,
she wears the right dress, applies .her makeup with the right brush strokes, giggles at the
same jokes and doesn't make any fashion
faux pas. Yes, it's rush week. How exciting!
And you, too, can join the fun.
As I enter my senior year I can honestly
say that I have gained knowledge, at least
that's what I tell my parents, my friends and
myself. Yes, I have learned all about the art
of journalism, the bureaucratic red tape of
educational institutions and the hardships of
the real world - but I still don't understand
the superficiality of Greek life.
Last year, when I transferred to USF, I
received an interesting package in the mail
addressed to Ms. Rachael Coleman.
Although I wasn't expecting anything, I went
right on opening it. Maybe it was a desperately needed student loan check or a
Publishers Clearing House award. No, it was
even better - I was invited to participate in
Rush Week, an entire week of events dedicated solely to sororities and fraternities,
where new students can make new friends.
Not only did I receive an invitation, but also
an application and schedule of events. Wow!
I must be special, I thought.
But as I read on, I became wary of cultlike activity. The information sheet
explained that all participanl_J att~nding

Julie Chen (Daily Texan)
U-WIRE
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Every generation has a nametag. For
most 20-somethings at a university, it's likely a toss-up among "generation Xers,"
"post-Boomers" or, ahem, "Super Seniors."
Whatever you call them, they are "the
most politically disengaged in American
history," according to the August issue of
Atlantic Monthly magazine.
Sounds like an incurable disease.
Ted Halstead, the 30-year-old author of
the article and creator of various thinktanks, believes he has an explanation for
why today's young adults are not getting
involved in politics.
Here's what he is basically saying:
He starts with the statistics: a mere 32
percent of eligible Xers (aged 18 to 24)
voted in the 1996 presidential elections.
Such anemic participation extended to
political activities like calling or writing
elected officials, attending candidates' rallies and working on political campaigns.
Xers' general knowledge about public
affairs is also unimpressive.
In terms of voting, 44 percent (of those
who did in 1996) identified themselves as
independents and as the least likely to favor
maintaining the current two-party system.
Most of their support went to Ross Perot in
1992 and to independents like Jesse Ventura
in 1998. What do all the numbers mean? It
basically leads Halstead to believe that Xers
are not responding to the two political parties because their interests are not being
addressed, much like teenagers who build
walls around themselves to tune out Mom

and Dad - parents, and parties apparently,
just don't understand.
Halstead takes it a step further and
attributes this avoidance to an "acute economic insecurity" developed during childhood years- the Reagan and Bush yearsthat leads Xers to "turn inward and pursue
material well-being above
all else." Translation: Xers
have a grim outlook on life
due to the now-weakening
economy. Maybe.
Analyzing the annual
returns of no-load mutual
funds, however, is not
likely to fit into the daily
routines of an average beer-guzzling,
"Undeclared" major.
What rings more true is this observation:
Xers see no leadership on the issues that
concern them; rather, they see self-serving
politicians who continually enslave themselves to the highest bidders.
Indeed, Xers can't seem to find the perfect party (all jokes aside). They want the
fiscal restraint of the conservatives, but like
the liberals, they want to fight for the little
guy, too. So like the jeans that didn't fit
quite right, politics gets hung back on the
rack as Xers move on to do things they
enjoy. They recycle to save the planet. They
invest to evade the pitfalls of Social
Security. They are determined to help themselves in making it on their own. They turn
the other cheek on politics.
So what is the panacea for such a devastating illness? Halstead introduces "balanced-budget populism." The central tenet
to this theory is a combination of financial

Coleman is a senior majoring in journalism.

Chen is a senior at UT, Austin.
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'round town
All college students know the first
week of classes are the least demanding.
After all the syllabi are painstakingly
reviewed, there's usually a little time to
get used to the idea that classes and homework will soon occupy much, if not all, of
your free time.
We thought we help the transition back
to school by providing a list of some cool
places to hang out for lunch or after those
draining three-hour night classes. After
all, you might as well have a little fun
before the pressure really heats up!
For lunch, walk down Third Street
South to the Old Key West Deli, right
behind the Dali Museum. The outdoor
patio is covered and the staff is nice. The
food is fast and fresh, and the Buffet music
may transport you to Key West in your
mind- or drive you out of it! Tip: women
are admirals and men are captians remember this if you use the restrooms.
Another good spot for lunch is the

Blue Moon Cafe on Fourth
Street heading one-way towards
campus. The portabella sandwich is
delicious, the decor is retro-Hollywood
and the staff is as congenial as they come.
A good place to satisfy all tastebuds. Did
I mention the homemade potato salad?
To unwind after class in the evening,
stop by the Globe Coffee Lounge on First
Avenue North. The Globe is funky and
definitely hip - due, of course, to the fact
that a former USF student owns and runs
the place.
In the mood to shake your booty?
Many USF-St. Petersburg students have
been spotted at the Big Catch (on the corner of Central Avenue and First Street
North) on Thursday nights.
For a jazzy atmosphere and a glass (or
two) of wine, head to The Garden
Restaurant and The Lobby martini bar
(upstairs). There's outdoor seating and the
Buzz Cooper Quartet touches the souls of
partons Friday and Saturday nights.

Don't be late for campus
activitiesl
Campus Activities &
Fitness Center
M-Th

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

7 a.m. to
7 a.m. to
9 a.m. to
1 p.m. to

10 p.m.
6 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library
M-Th
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fri.
Sat.
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun.
1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Pool
Daily
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Volleyball 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

Calendar located on pool
deck
Computer Lab
M- Th
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fri. and Sat.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
USF Bookstore

Extended Hours Aug. 23-28
M-Th

Fri.
Sat.

9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Refund Deadline: Sept. 3

+

The New
Millennium: Where
will women's votes
take us?
The Campus Women's Collective. local county League of Women Voters
and Nati~nal Organization of Women, are proud to host a public discussion
celebrating 80 years of women's voting rights.
When: Women's Equality Day, Thursday, Aug. 26, 7:30p.m.
Where: Campus Activities Center (GAG), USF-St. Petersburg Campus
FREE to the public
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Ever work . a winch?

USF Bulls
99

Krista Reiner
Editor

For the frrst time in USF's history, the
regional St. Petersburg campus will be
home to an intercollegiate athletic program - women's sailing.
The 1999-2000 academic yeart will
serve as a transition year, a period where
new team sports are evaluated for NCAA
elegibility. University athletic department
officials say full-certification by the
NCAA is likely for the 2000-01 academic
year.
"It's exciting to add a sport that is
already enjoying a significant participation rate from women on our campus,"
said USF senior associate athletic director
Barbara Sparks-McGiinchy. "We hope it
will prove tc be a model for future programs on other USF campuses."
St. Pete campus recreation and watercraft coordinator Stan Hyatt will coach the
team throughout this first season. Hyatt is
excited about the new program and his
main priority for the primary year is to
recruit undergraduate women to the team
and "work with the athletes to fine tune
their skills," he said.
The team will practice three times a
week and compete on the weekends in
events administered by the Intercollegiate

Yacht Racing Association (ICYRA),
though there is a limited number of competition this fall.
Unfortuately, graduate students are not
elegible to compete with the team, per
NCAA rules and regulations. However,
the club program is continuing and any
interested person, male or female, should
call or stop by the recreation and watercraft office next to the pool.
In order to draw students interested in
sailing and, of course, have some fun in
the process, Hyatt is planning a cardboard
sailboat race for Campus Showcase.
That's right, cardboard boats. Each team
of two to five people will be given all the
materials needed to construct a boat, and
the race will be held in the harbor off
Haney Landing. The first boat to make it
back "ship shape" wins.

1:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Nov.

13

7 p.m.
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