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State of
the City
Address

Slavery
and the
international
community

Top row L-R, Ashley Green, Corey Givens, Jr., and Marvin Dasher
Bottom row L-R, Dennis Lemmermann, Jabaar Edmond and Zachariah Wade
Mayor Rick Kriseman
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
While a biting, frigid wind
blew outside, the warm, lilting melodies of the standard
“You Are My Sunshine”
filled the downtown Palladium inside, before Mayor
Rick Kriseman took the
stage to deliver his State of
the City Address Sat., Jan.
23.
“We love where we live,”
the mayor told the assembled crowd of city officials
and residents, “but we’re not
perfect. There are still many
lives to improve and many
problems to solve.”
There is still much work
to do, he continued, saying
this is evident by the seven
young men killed by gunfire
at the end of 2015. He noted,
though, that crime is trending down in St. Pete, and our
return to community-oriented policing has strengthened
the
relationship
between our police and the
community. Statistics and
progress reports, he conceded, provide no comfort
to the mother who finds her
son face down in an alley.
“Issues like the Pier and
the baseball team,” he said,
See ST. PETE, page 7



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County
Urban League Young Professionals (PCULVP) held
a panel discussion Jan. 19
at the St. Petersburg College Midtown campus,
centering on the theme of
social activism in the age
of
#BlackLivesMatter.
The evening explored the
differences between social media versus “boots
on the ground.”
The panel included
Corey Givens, Jr., second

vice president of the
NAACP; Ashley Green,
community/political/unio
n organizer; Zachariah
Wade, Stetson Law student; Jabaar Edmond,
indie filmmaker and cofounder
of
909flims
and Dennis Lemmermann, spoken word artist
and program assistant,
Community Tampa Bay.
A network of young
professionals, the PCULYP strives to provide
leadership development,
economic empowerment
and community volunteer
opportunities for other

young professionals.
A key aspect of the
1960s Civil Rights Movement was strategy, explained Marvin Dasher,
civic engagement chairman for PCULYP, who
acted as the moderator.
Behind every sit-in, behind every demonstration
was a strategy, generally
to have the news media at
the time catching some
“overzealous
sheriff”
locking up dozens of
African Americans simply
for trying to eat a sandwich.
“One of the ways that

we are able to be active
especially today—something that was missing in
the 1960s—was social
media,” Dasher said.
“Facebook, Twitter, cell
phones.”
Addressing the question of how effective social media is these days in
the social justice movement, Green said, “I think
social media has been a
really tremendous pathway for a lot of people to
come into a sense of consciousness about the reality in the world around
See PCULVP, pages 12

MLK Memorial Service
BY JULIA RUDGERS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Interfaith Association held
their second Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial
Service Sun., Jan 18.
Maximo
Presbyterian
Church played host to
this year’s service honoring his life and contributions to society.
Introductions were

provided by Rev. Bobby
Musengwa, pastor of
Maximo
Presbyterian
Church, and Pinellas
County School Board
member Rene Flowers
was the Mistress of Ceremonies.
The tone of the ceremony was markedly influenced by a famous Dr.
King quote: “Whatever affects one directly, affects
See SERVICE, page 12

Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Dr. Gerald Horne
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – As part
of the 2016 Heritage Lecture
Series, Greater Mt. Zion AME
and Cross & Anvil Human
Services brought to St. Pete
three days of very distinguished national speakers to
discuss a variety of topics related to the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. Gerald Horne spoke
about his latest book, “Confronting Black Jacobins: The
United States, the Haitian Revolution, and the Origins of the
Dominican Republic” Jan. 13 at
St. Petersburg College Allstate
Center. Horne is an author, educator and John J. and Rebecca
Moores Chair of History and
African American Studies at
the University of Houston.
Nationally renowned author and activist Dr. Cornel
West called Horne “one of the
few towering intellectuals of
any color who is in the same
ballpark as the inimitable
W.E.B. Dubois and C.A.W.
Clark.”
An important theme of this
book, Horne noted, was
that one of the many ways that
African Americans have been
able to escape the degradation
of slavery and the despicable
reality of Jim Crow is not
only through the struggle, but
also through maintaining relations in the international community. If you want to
understand how and why slavery in the United Sates colSee HORNE, page 5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Doug Williams and
Tony Dungy all over again!
Dear Editor,
Just when you thought
it was safe to be a Tampa
Bay Bucs fan again, the
mighty Glazers messed
things up again. Once again
we have awakened out of
our pewter slumber to find
yet another beloved black
coach fired. Again, the
Glazers says it’s business
and nothing personal, but
somehow it doesn’t feel
that way.
In a professional league
that is 68 percent black, the
NFL has only five coaches
that are minorities. After
this Super Bowl, there may
be only two. When ESPN
sports personality Steven
A. Smith blasted the Glazers for firing Coach Lovie
Smith, the pro Bucs magazine Pewter Report attacked
Smith a race baiter.
Maybe it’s just me but it
seems like Coach Smith
did not get a fair shake. At
least when it comes to the
way other coaches around
the league are treated. Who
will next get credit for a
team that Lovie built?
The Glazers said the
reason Smith was fired
over the phone was because he declined to meet
them face to face. After all,
why would he be eager to
meet with them to get fired
in the second year of a fouryear contract?
Smith won eight games
in two years and never
mind this year the Bucs
won more games than the
last three years. He drafted
Jamesis Winston even after
Coach Dungy thought
Marcus Mariota might be a
better pick. Winston turned
out to be a star and once
again the Glazers have
handicapped their team
with yet another coaching
change.
Four coaches in seven
years, yet the Glazers say
they are not settling for
mediocrity. Wasn’t Smith a
coach with Dungy? The
Tampa Bay Bucs are turning into the Cleveland
Browns of the South. The
Glazers are actually north-

ern-fried versions of Hugh
Culverhouse, a successful
businessman who put profits over ethics and unscrupulous perceptions.
The Pewter Report
points out that Tampa Bay
has hired three black
coaches, more than any
other NFL franchise. Wow!
Aren’t you happy that they
hired and fired three black
men without giving two of
them the normal time to
complete their jobs? Look
at the Dallas Cowboys, St.
Louis Rams and other organizations that have losing
records and keep their
coaches.
The Glazers were the
first owners to hire Tony
Dungy. Thy stepped up to
the plate, or did they?
Dungy was their fourth
choice behind Jimmy Johnson, Steve Spurrier and Bill
Purcell. They settled for
him when the other guys
ask for too much control or
would not go along with the
Glazers threat to move the
team if Tampa did not
cough up a new stadium.
When
they
hired
Dungy they got a win, win
deal. Tony attracted players
here who were reluctant to
work for a franchise that
treated Doug Williams so
poorly.
The Pewter Report
called Steven A. Smith a
race baiter because he
pointed out facts about how
the “good ole boy network
hires blacks last and seems
to fire them faster than they
do white coaches. What the
magazine did not say was
that he has said on many
occasions that black coach
Marvin Lewis should be
fired for not winning any
payoff games in Cincinnati.
Smith even agreed that
Coach Smith should have
left Chicago but he got railroaded in Tampa.
Maybe you think we are
wearing black colored
glasses and we are too
quick to grab the race card
every time something goes
wrong for black people we
like. Well, if it quacks like a

Alice McCoy goes home
BY EMMA CAVIN
Contributor

duck you can go on believing it is just an “unbalanced
checkbook.”
In our society sports is
a symbol of power and leadership. When Jackie Robinson went to the majors it
just didn’t affect baseball, it
gave more energy to the
Civil Rights Movement.
When there are black head
coaches and quarterbacks,
it is a reminder that we can
lead as well as perform.
When Doug Williams was
the quarterback here many
called
the Tampa Bay
Bucs “Black America’s
team.” The Glazers latest
move better turned the
Bucs into winners again because they may lose fans
that may never come back.
The NFL came up with
a procedure called the
Rooney Rule that is supposed to mandate that a minority is interviewed for
every head coaching vacancy. What has happened
is that some blacks are
afraid to even go to the interviews because the interviews may be used against
them for future jobs. Some
owners give out token interviews just to say they fulfilled
the
Rooney
requirement. It is easy to
hide racism and good ole
boys behind the cold bottom line of business.
People who fire people
in the middle of the night
probably don’t care about
what people like me think.
My concern is for those
who see such actions as an
example of a system that
many feel is too hard to
overcome.
Rivers-Cleveland

when so much relationship
baggage pushes people
away.
No one seems to want to
build a solid foundation made
up of family and build a
legacy that will live on. Temporary enjoyment seems to
excite this younger generation more than a life full of
love. Women are too busy
looking for the next Cullinan
diamond. Marriage is gradually disappearing for my generation and relationships
aren’t genuine anymore.
Without proper male role
models, young men have not
learned how to treat women
with respect and young
women accept it because
they have not experienced a

p.m. with the wake at 6
p.m. Fri, Jan. 29 at McRae Funeral Home. The funeral
service will be held at 11
a.m. Sat., Jan. 30 at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church,
2101 22nd Ave. S.

A salute of love and appreciation
BY ERNISA BARNWELL
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Over the years, many radio
personalities have come to
WRXB A.M. 1590 and
many have gone, but none
them endured the test of
time like dear Sister Dianne Hughes. Over 25
years in radio is a long time
and through the years the
“Queen of Gospel” endured
many incidents such as
broadcasting from remote
station locations and fighting with raccoons and opossums to get into the door in
time to start her broadcast.
Hughes has received
many awards over the
years at WRXB from organ-

izations such as Shining
Light Lodge #401 Masonic
Lodge, Mount Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church,
O.E.S.
Chapters and many others.
Even the City of St. Petersburg declared September
27, 1998, as Sister Diane
Hughes Day.
Come out Sun., Jan. 31
at 4:30 p.m. to celebrate Sister Hughes and the contributions she has made to
the St. Petersburg community at Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church, 4000
5th Ave. N, where Rev.
Clark Hazley nurtures his
flock..
Musical guest will include Rev. Fleming Tarver

& the Original Florida Spiritualaires, the Soul Serenators, the Mighty Sons of
Zion, the Family Sensation
Singers, Saint John Choir of
Clearwater and Heavens
Harmony of 5th Avenue
Church of Christ.
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served the community as a
professional business with
the space to meet others or
have lunch and a chat. After
five years, the partnership dissolved, and McCoy became
the sole owner and operator
with other pharmacists working part-time shifts. She operated the business for 22 more
years.
As the valedictorian of
her class, she graduated from
Gibbs High School in
1946. She earned a degree
from the School of Pharmacy at Xavier University in
Louisiana. In addition to operating her business, she
married and became the
mother of three children.
Visitation will be from 3-5

 

Love in the 21st century
Dear editor,
Relationships in the 21st
century are proving to be
more challenging than in
years passed. Lust has overcome love; people stay together because they are
comfortable rather than in
love and past relationships
hinder future happiness.
Is there such a thing as
true love? Is prince charming still out there waiting to
sweep you off your feet and
the two of you are all each
other can see?
That perfect fairytale is
hardly believable when men
degrade women; when
women disrespect themselves, when homosexuality
has risen above the charts or

Alice Charlotte McCoy,
née Mohr, the first black, female pharmacist in St. Petersburg, passed away Sat., Jan
23.
McCoy’s bright eyes,
sunny smiles and friendly disposition were noticed as soon
as a customer entered the
doors of the pharmacy, or
those who just came in for a
sandwich or cold drink at the
luncheonette. Both children
and adults enjoyed the cheerfulness and good health advice she dispensed with every
prescription filled.
Wellknown for her untiring efforts
to help others, she gave of her
time, talents and personal resources to help anyone in
need. To many, she was like
a mother or big sister.
The year was 1960
when
McCoy
and
Alphonso Mitchell (another
black pharmacist) became
business partners. The two of
them established the Doctor’s
Pharmacy on 22nd Street and
15th Avenue South, across
from Mercy Hospital.
Located in the middle of
what
is
now
called
Midtown, the pharmacy
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAMU scientist participates in historic
Paris climate change conference
PARIS, France — The
world experienced an abnormal heat wave earlier
this winter registering temperatures 30 degrees
above normal in some instances. It was an extraordinary weather episode
attributed to the global
warming phenomenon environmental scientists have
been
predicting
for
decades.
The occurrence was simultaneous to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
in Paris, France, where delegates from 195 countries
convened and agreed on
ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
came up with the means to
do it.
Contributing to the historic event was Florida
A&M University Professor
Odemari Mbuya, Ph.D.
Mbuya is the program
leader of Agronomy, Soil
and Water Sciences at the
College of Agriculture and
Food Sciences and faculty
director of the Sustainability Institute.
As a FAMU representative for the Florida Climate









Professor Odemari Mbuya, Ph.D and
former Vice President Al Gore
Change Institute (FCI) at
the conference, Mbuya
was able to showcase climate change milestones
confirming the commitment to address issues related to climate at national
and global levels.
Mbuya met with former Vice President Al
Gore and U.S. Secretary of
Interior Sally Jewell. He
gave them the FCI statement commitment to climate change.
“We recognize the urgent need to act now to
avoid irreversible costs to
our global community’s

economic prosperity and
public health and are optimistic that world leaders
will reach an agreement to
secure a transition to a low
carbon future. Today our
school pledges to accelerate the transition to lowcarbon energy while
enhancing sustainable and
resilient practices across
our campus.”
Mbuya also met with
high-ranking officials from
the government of India.
India is willing to establish
recruitment center for
FAMU for students interested in advanced degrees.

FAMU’s aggressive research strategy
prompts big prize
TALLAHASSEE
—
Florida A&M University
was awarded advanced research status earlier this
year. The University is now
a Carnegie Level II High
Activity Research University.
This designation
places FAMU among the
nation’s larger predominantly white universities
and that distinction is significant, according to FAMU
Vice President for Research
Timothy Moore, Ph.D.
“Our faculty are demonstrating that FAMU can
compete against other
larger universities with dou-

ble the faculty and continue
to produce cutting edge research at ever increasing
levels,” he said.
In the late 1990s there
was an effort to restrict
FAMU’s academic focus to
undergraduate studies only.
Then President Frederick
Humphries successfully
stopped that effort and kept
the university on the research path.
“Our current position is
directly linked to the efforts
of previous leaders and faculty scholars. We can stand
on their shoulders and
move this university for-

ward and solve some of the
nation’s most vexing scientific problems,” Moore said.
Meanwhile, Moore attributes the new status to
the dramatic increase in research awards. FAMU research began the new fiscal
year with a marked increase in research awards
of $27.9 million in the first
quarter of the fiscal year
2015–16 more than doubling awards from the same
period in the previous year.
The total research awards
in the 2014-15 fiscal year
was $42.3.

WRXB radio station seeks
experienced marketing professional
Sales position available
with Tampa Bay’s long
time urban/gospel radio
station WRXB.
WRXB RADIO is looking for an aggressive, goal
oriented salesperson to
join our winning team.
WRXB RADIO has been a
leader in the afro - american community for over 40
years.
The offices of WRXB
are located in St. Petersburg near the Skyway
Bridge, however the station is heard throughout
Tampa Bay from Sarasota
to Port Richie from Clearwater to Lakeland and
points in between.
We want you to do one
thing and do it better than
anyone else. SELL SELL
SELL be able to close the
deal quickly , and return to
the station with a check in
your hand.
WE ARE LOOKING
TO FIND THAT SPECIAL
PERSON…IS IT YOU?
We are looking for an
experienced sales person

CON N ECT
W ITH US



who can generate new
business by networking
and canvassing and that
works hard and is driven
to make it happen…you
will be expected to be successful immediately with
numerous sales in the first
few weeks, although this is
a fun and entertaining
place to work you employment is contingent on you
being successful at a high
rate.
You can achieve a great
overall salary but only if
you are a person willing to
do whatever it takes to succeed by putting in the time
and effort.
This is not a position if
you “want to be on the
radio”, you won’t be.
You will be out in the community selling commercials to area businesses
and organizations.
Only strong, motivated
candidates need apply. Ad-

vancement opportunities
are available in the future
if you are the best at what
you do and based solely on
performance, not seniority.
Job Requirements:
Previous radio / TV/
advertizing sales experience is a plus, but not required.
Previous sales experience is required.
Highly motivated candidates only.
Self-starting, goal oriented.
Must have positive
mentality.
Trustworthy, professional appearance and attitude You need to be sharp
and look sharp.
Reliable transportation
Contact General Manager Ed Edwards by
email at ed@wrxb.us or by
phone at 727-865-1591 and
leave a message on the
voicemail.
















 





The Classes of 1970 Hosts
Red Diamond Valentine Social
Please Join Us for Food, Fun
and Special Appearances
Friday, February 12, 2016
Name Your Event (Coquina Key Plaza)
4306 Sixth Street South, St. Petersburg
9:00 pm - 1:00 am
Cost $15.00
50/50 Raffle and more!!
For tickets call
Cynthia 727-742-6840
Linda 727-214-8667
Robert 727-492-0478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A festive weekend fit for a King
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

TAMPA — On a weekend spent celebrating the
work of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., the community took to festivities
that brought people together from all over to one
location in peace. The
Tampa Bay Black Heritage
Festival was the scene of
vendors, singers, families
and children where enjoyment and education was
the agenda.
The festival’s founder,
Dr. Samuel Lamar Wright,

Sr. and the Tampa Bay Convention and Visitors Bureau, a major contributor,
had a vision to raise awareness of the African and
African-American heritage
within the Tampa Bay area
and surrounding community. The result of their
combined efforts was increased
exposure
to
African and African-American culture through positive
images
and
achievements. The festival
surrounds the teachings
and philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who advocated for a diverse

community that is culturally sensitive to all who live
there according to their literature.
The mission of the festival is to offer the communities in Tampa Bay a
unique blend of African and
African-American art, culture and history. Its goal is
to serve as a conduit for
promoting and perpetuating the art, culture and history of African Americans
and African people for the
benefit of all Tampa Bay
residents and tourists.
By the looks of the photos, mission accomplished.


 


 












A big top spectacle of global proportions,
the 2016 production of Atlanta-based UniverSoul Circus
takes fans of all ages on an unforgettable journey of light,
sound and soul. Get ready for electrifying, edge-of-your-seat
performances, including extreme motorsports,
mind-bending contortionists, freshly-painted clowns,
disco-dancing pachyderms, free-flying aerial acts
and much, much more.
As has become its trademark after 23 years, UniverSoul
Circus will present a multicultural/multinational cast of
rock-star performers in 2016. Only under the UniverSoul
Circus one ring big top will you be lucky enough to
witness Extreme Motorcycle Daredevils from Colombia,
a cross-cultural Wheel of Death act from Ecuador and
Guinea, flying Trapeze and Pagoda Bowls from China,
a Pole act and Contortionists from Ethiopia, Limbo
Dancers from Trinidad and Tobago, Clowns from Detroit,
Zebras and Elephants from the United States,
and a Ringmaster from Memphis.

Hailed as the most interactive circus in the world,
UniverSoul Circus opens in the parking lot of
Raymond James Stadium, Feb. 17-21.
Tickets are on sale now via Ticketmaster.com
or 1-800-745-3000.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 Heritage Lecture Series
From HORNE, page 1

lapsed when it did, he said, you
not only have to understand
the U.S. Civil War—you really
have to understand the Haitian
Revolution.
It’s very striking that the
Haitian Revolution, from 1791
to 1804, was the first successful
revolt of the enslaved in global
history, Horne explained, and
a revolt that took place in what
was probably the richest
colony of all time, on a per
capita basis. The Haitian Revolution helped to ignite a chain
of events that led not only to
the abolition of slavery on the
island then called Hispaniola,
but also had ramifications and
reverberations on the North
American mainland.
With this revolution, there
was an intervention as the
French were being defeated by
the Africans, an intervention by
the British Empire, which was
very much concerned about
its holdings in places like Jamaica, Barbados, St. Kitts and
Antigua. Britain mounted a
massive offensive on Hispaniola, and suffered one the most
ignominious defeats in British
imperial history.
As for slavery, it was becoming clearer that “the jig
was up. It was time to move
on,” Horne said. After the revolution, a number of the slave
owners fled to Cuba, Florida
and particularly to New Orleans. Yet Haiti still had to pay

reparations to New Orleans
and Paris after the slave revolt,
keeping it, in essence, an underdeveloped country, the effects of which can be seen to
this day.
“Those so bold as to revolt
against the status quo oftentimes have to pay a steep
price,” Horne said. “Haiti paid
a steep price.”
In the period before slavery was abolished in the
United
States,
many
ships would sail into the Haitian ports and kidnap Haitians
“and the next thing you know,
they were working in a cotton
field in Mississippi.” In fact,
there were “certain forces in
New York and Boston” who
spent a great deal of time calculating how much the entire
population of Haiti would bring
on the open market as slaves.
In 1844, Haiti was divided.
The U.S. Secretary of State
John C. Calhoun helped to
fund a revolt on the island of
Hispaniola that led to the division of the island and the formation of what is now the
Dominican Republic, which
shares the island with Haiti.
This also led to an endless
cycle of conflict between Haiti
and the Dominican Republic
that extends to this very day.
Referencing recent headlines,
Horne said that a number of
Dominican Republic nationals
have been expelled because

they were judged to be
Haitians.
“And now they are suffering and starving on the border,” Horne said, “in the
middle of the island between
Haiti and the DR. It’s one of the
most significant human rights
violations of our time.”
One of the accusations
against the people expelled
from the Dominican Republic
is that they’re dark-skinned
and must be Haitians, he said.
Horne went on to explain
that while many of the major
world powers were happy to
see the U.S. being divided,
Haiti was one of places that
banned Confederate ships
from its ports. It was during the
U.S. Civil War that America
found out who its true friends
were, and one of them was
Haiti, Horne said.
How was Haiti paid back?
The U.S. Congress in 1870
came up with a plan to annex
the island of Hispaniola and
then send the newly freed
black population of the United
States to this island. This “diabolical plan,” Horne said, only
failed by a vote or two in Congress.
“Otherwise,” he said,
“many of us would not be sitting here.”
As he outlined in his book,
Horne said that historically
there have been very close relations between Florida and

Sunshine City Elks Lodge #255 and Temple #168 of 1331 are looking
for high school students (11th & 12th grade) to participate in our
local oratorical contest. The contest will be held February 27 at 4p.m.
Any student interested may contact Brother Richard Roberson
at (727) 482-4141 for the contest questions.

Cuba, and talks about why
there is such a substantial
black population in Cuba today
is due to the manic energy of
North American slave trading—one of the major reasons
why there are more black people in Brazil today than any
other country outside of Nigeria.
He noted that there was a
big slave trade from Galveston,
Texas, to Havana, Cuba, and
from Pensacola to Cuba,
adding that since slavery
broke up families, there may
be people in this room, Horne
told the crowd, that have relatives in Cuba they have yet to
discover.
The black community here
was crusading in behalf of the
black population in Cuba, and
vice versa. Martin Delaney,
second only to perhaps Frederick Douglass as an abolitionist, wrote one of the most
outstanding novels ever
penned by a black American
title, “Blake,” which has as its
centerpiece a slave revolt in
Cuba and posits the notion that
the hope for black Americans
was the successful revolt of the
slaves in Cuba.
After black Americans
were freed in 1865, many of
them went to Cuba trying to
organize the enslaved black
population, as slavery wasn’t
abolished in Cuba until the
1880s. The Spanish-American

L-R, Dr. Cornel West, Dr. Wilmer Leon, Jr.
and Dr. Gerald Horne
War of the late 1890s “knocked
out” the Cuban independence
movement and Spanish rule
along with it, and proclaimed itself ruler of Cuba. Many black
soldiers from all over the country departed from Tampa and
St. Pete on the way to Cuba,
and wound up staying in Cuba
after the war was over. After the
U.S. took over Cuba, it tried to
impose the same Jim Crow dictates prevalent in America, and
the U.S. was even responsible
for massacres of black
Cubans.
In his book, he notes that
during the case of the Scottsboro Boys—a landmark trial of
nine black teens accused of
raping a white woman in
1931 Alabama—there was a
massive campaign in favor of
the Scottsboro Nine on the island of Cuba, and it was an important reason why Jim Crow
began to crumble in North
America.
One of the reasons why

Jim Crow evaporated in the
1950s and 1960s is that the
United States was in a titanic
struggle with the Soviet Union,
and to accuse the Soviets of
human rights violations, the
U.S. would first have to get its
own “human rights house in
order.” He cited the landmark
Brown vs the Board of Education decision of 1954.
As you know, Horne
said, the Soviet Union disappeared in 1991 and the international situation has changed
altogether, yet what do you
have? An epidemic of police
killings, mortality rates going
up, life expectancy going
down, at total degradation of
our condition, and part of that
is because we have not learned
the lessons of our ancestors in
black Florida or the pioneers in
the struggle against Jim Crow.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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‘A Lion of the Law’ Justice Thurgood Marshall honored by ASALH and the ACLU
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg chapter of the Association for
the Study of African American Life and Histor y
(ASALH) held the Speakers for Justice Seminar last
Sat., Jan. 23 honoring Justice Thurgood Marshall at
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Histor y
Museum.
Thurgood Marshall is
well known for his civil
rights activities; however,
his jurisprudential style
tends to be overlooked.
Master of Ceremonies
Attorney Jacqueline Hubbard, president of the St.
Petersburg
Chapter
of ASALH gave the audience a brief yet thorough
histor y of Justice Marshall’s academic, civil
rights and legal accomplishments.
According to Hubbard,
one of Marshall’s most notable
accomplishments
was his instrumental hand
in
developing
the
NAACP’s Legal Defense
Fund in 1940, which fights
for racial justice through
litigation, advocacy and
public education. Hubbard
also highlighted his victory in Brown vs. Board of
Education ending legal
segregation in public
schools.
Imam Askia Muhammad introduced Civil
Rights Attorney Delano
Stewart, the first African-

American assistant public
defender in Hillsborough
County. Stewart, who
started working as an attorney more than 50 years
ago, is known for his candidness in the courtroom.
“It doesn’t matter if a
man likes or loathes you, if
he respects you, you cannot discern the difference,” Muhammad quoted
Stewart.
Stewart known as the
“shield for the oppressed”
spoke passionately about
civil rights focusing on a
theme of respect. His powerful anecdotes triggered
a vast range of reactions
from laughter, applause in
agreement and silence of
solemnity as he rapped on
the podium to emphasize
his points.
ACLU Attorney Adam
Tebrugge spoke of Justice
Marshall’s efforts to discredit the death penalty.
Marshall believed that the
inconsistent death penalty
convictions violated the
Eighth Amendment. For
some 20 years, Marshall
traveled throughout the
South defending death
penalty cases earning
Marshall his reputation.
Tebrugge’s acknowledgement of Marshall’s efforts came 10 days after
eight Supreme Court Justices ruled in favor of striking down Florida’s death
penalty practices.
Florida previously allowed the judge, not the
jur y, to hand down a de-






fendant’s sentence, a violation of a defendant’s constitutional right to have a
trial by jur y. The debate
that is sure to follow this
decision could render all
inmates on death row eligible for resentencing.
“We have a historic opportunity at this moment
in time to reach out to our
elected representatives
and to tell them that we
here in the state of Florida
do not need the death
penalty and that we cannot
afford the death penalty,”
said Tebrugge.
The Honorable Charles
Williams, Chief Judge of
the 12th Judicial Circuit focused on Marshall as a
person and his gregarious
nature. Marshall’s ability
to be fluid in different societies and knowing when
to be aggressive and when
not to be aggressive advanced his position in the
Civil Rights Movement.
“He is the least known
major civil rights figure in
America and I think he has
gotten the least credit,”
said Judge Williams.
Dr. Gilbert King, author of “Devil in the
Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys,
and the Dawn of a New
America,” concluded the
seminar.
King will be the guest
speaker at ASLAH’s annual Black Histor y Celebration event Feb.12 at the
St. Petersburg Yacht
Club.

Attorney Delano Stewart

Honorable Judge Charles Williams

ACLU Attorney Adam Tebrugge

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
State of the City Address
From ST. PETE, page 1

“they’re important but they
don’t keep me up at night.
What means the most to me
are people’s lives.”
The city is addressing
the risk factors that affect
the children and young
adults of St. Pete, the mayor
said.
“We are determined to
do what we can to end gun
violence, and most of all the
underlying choices that lead
to violence.” Kriseman attested.
The approach is multifaceted, he explained, as the
city has put policies in place
to create opportunity such
as implementing paid
parental leave for moms and
dads, protecting the public
with a strong wage theft ordinance and connecting the
police and fire departments
to aspiring first-responders
at two south St. Pete high
schools with new training
and cadet programs.
The St. Pete police department has come a long
way in a short amount of
time, Kriseman said in praising the “professional, compassionate” department led
by “first-rate” police chief
Anthony Holloway and his
command staff.
“There’s no reason to
mince words. The department I inherited was appalling,” he said. “For too
long we were failing the men

and women who worked
there, the people who protect us. We were also failing
the public, and making the
news for all the wrong reasons.”
Concerning the city’s
urban affairs agenda under
the direction of Nikki Capehart, the focus areas include
opportunity creation, neighborhoods and families, commerce and cultural affairs.
With leadership from partners like the 20/20 Plan,
Pinellas Opportunity Council, the Urban League and
the Pinellas County Ex-Offender Re-entry Coalition
along with policy shifts,
more of St. Pete’s residents
are being given the jobs,
tools and second chances
needed to thrive, Kriseman
stated.
“The number of youths
served by our community’s
workforce readiness program jumped from 277 in
2014 to 478 in 2015,” he remarked.
The monetary investment in youth employment
for the 2016 fiscal year is
$885,000, a nearly 200 percent increase from a decade
ago, and more than double
the investment that he inherited, Kriseman said.
He noted the city’s efforts in stabilizing and growing the economy south of
Central Avenue and thanked

the Deuces Live and the
16th Street Business Association in particular for their
hard work and dedication to
these vital corridors.
The rich history and
character of south St. Pete
should be preserved, and
though we are seeing results, we must be patient,
Kriseman advised, as breaking the cycle of poverty and
lifting up communities requires a long-term approach.
“For too long, city hall
didn’t always do the right
thing,” he pointed out. “Our
leaders took shortcuts; they
erected pretty street lights
and built things without
building up the people who
lived here.”
Addressing the issue of
school system in Pinellas,
Kriseman said he doesn’t
want any child going to a
school called a “failure factory.” The public schools are
essential to the city’s economic health, he noted.
He went on to say
that the understanding that
has been reached with the
Tampa Bay Rays is “good
news.” Allowing the team to
explore future stadium locations in Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties prior to
2028 increases the likelihood that the team will remain in the city, or in the
region, he said.

“I, of course, still believe
the team’s current site,
reimagined and redeveloped, is the best place for a
new stadium,” he admitted.
Kriseman noted that
more and more people
would be living within walking or biking distance of the
team’s current location, as
2,383 residential units are
currently under construction or being planned for
downtown.
He mentioned he will
soon be announcing the formation of a “Baseball Forever” campaign to include
St. Pete-based fans of the
team, business leaders and
elected government officials, who will be asked
to pitch St. Pete to
the Rays by demonstrating
future fan and corporate support along with the many
benefits of remaining at the
current site or perhaps
closer to the city’s downtown waterfront.
In addition to being a
“major league” city, St. Pete
is an “international” city that
even competes for a Cuban
consulate, the mayor said to
loud applause.
Concerning the Pier,
Kriseman said that “the new
St. Pete Pier will truly be the
people’s Pier,” adding that
there will be something for
everyone. It will once again
be the “crown jewel” of the

city and more specifically, of
the new Pier District—the
first stage of the waterfront
master plan.
The
mayor
noted
some other highlights of the
year, including kicking off
the Healthy St. Pete initiative, the launching of the
Second Chance program for
juvenile offenders and the
opening of a St. Pete College
campus in Midtown. He
lauded city council and
members of the community
in helping to make the Skyway Marina District a reality
and noted the “setting into
motion” of the expansion of
parks like the Boyd Hill Nature Preserve and Abercrombie Park.
“Nearly
40
more
acres for preservation and
exploration,” he said, “untouched forever.”
In regards to the BP settlement, Kriseman said he
remains hopeful that the city
council will use the city’s
portion of the settlement to
fund his recommendation
for “professional, comprehensive” climate change and
resiliency plan. He praised
the city’s new recycling program, noting that the residents have not only been
recycling but doing it wisely.
One of the things cities
worry about as it relates to
recycling is contamination
laws, he said, referring to

Dr. Kanika Tomalin
the non-recyclable materials
placed into the blue containers. The city’s contamination
level was forecast to be as
high as 20 percent, but according to a survey it was
a mere seven percent. In addition, alley pickups are underway.
“That means more revenue received from our recycled material,” he noted,
“and shows just how careful
you have been to make sure
we are successful.”
For the last two years,
Kriseman said he has traveled around to promote St.
Pete, to recruit businesses
or to increase trade opportunities for existing businesses.
“Other cities, other countries, other continents—I’ll
go anywhere,” he said in
closing, “to tell the unique
story of St. Petersburg and
the people who call it home
because it’s the people who
are our greatest asset, who
make the sun shine here.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete Sigmas honors local living legends
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN &
COREY GIVENS JR.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Under the leadership of Chapter President Cedric Ferrell,
members of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. gathered earlier this month at a banquet to
commemorate 102 years of
brotherhood, scholarship and
service.
Members join the fraternity, which was started at
Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1914, while in
college but continue with
community service and brotherhood as adults.
“Sigma is a lifelong commitment. When we joined, we
pledged our lives to serving
our communities,” Master of
Ceremonies Corey Givens Jr.
said to the more than 100
guests.
The inaugural event, “An
Evening of Blue & White,”
was held at Harold Seltzer’s
Steakhouse.
During the banquet,
members had a chance to
travel down memory lane and
view historical items collected
over the years as well as pay
homage to the brave men
who chartered the chapter on
Nov. 14, 1963. The chartering
members were Atty. Fred G.
Minnis, Louis Brown Sr., O’Cain Thumbtzen, Alvie Benton, Lawrence Lindsay,
Joseph Johnson, Charlie Ford,
Latas Edwards, Fred D. Burney, Rudolph Miller, Kenneth
Valentine and Samuel Kicklighter (the chapter’s last living charter member).
The chapter also recognized the following members

of the fraternity who have
served more than 50 years:
Samuel Kicklighter (Brotherhood), Reuben Nesbitt (Scholarship), Thomas “Jet” Jackson
(Service) and Emma Cooper
Cavin was also honored with
the 2016 Dove Award for her
50 plus years of service to Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Phi Beta Sigma is the only
National Pan-Hellenic Council
fraternity that is constitutionally bound to a sorority, Zeta
Phi Beta.
“Chartered during the
height of the civil rights era in
1963 by nine college-educated
black men, the St. Pete
Alumni Chapter has been a
link in the chain of service
throughout Pinellas County
for over five decades,” said
Ferrell.
During the occasion, the
fraternity’s Social Action
Chair, Christopher Lampley,
announced the kick-off of
their inaugural Sigma Scholarship Sundays, which is an initiative where the brothers visit
a different church in south St.
Pete each month and donate
$100-$150 towards their
youth/education ministries.
“It’s our hope that this
small token of love will help at
least one student along their
educational journey,” said
Lampley.
The keynote speaker for
the evening was Dr. Frederic
J. Guerrier, a St. Petersburg
physician and member of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
Guerrier grew up in Haiti
with his grandmother until the
age of 16. He thanks her for instilling in him a sense of selfworth.

“She always told me that I
was the best no matter what,”
said Guerrier about his grandmother. “Eventually, I started
believing her.”
Guerrier’s confidence as a
result of his grandmother’s
unyielding encouragement
came in handy when he
moved to Miami to live with
his mother. His mother
worked as a maid to support
all of her children and ensure
that they all got a college education.
Not able to afford a car
once he went to college, he
got around the University of
Florida and University of
Miami campuses on a bicycle.
His humble upbringing developed within him a deep sense
of empathy to serve his community. At one point in his
presentation, he pleaded with
the audience to embrace the
young people-especially the
boys—and guide them to
achieve success.
“We need to free these
kids so they can free the bond
of slavery in education,” said
Guerrier.
He made the audience
break into laughter when he
emphasized his stance on education in his own family.
“No, they don’t get a new
toy for Christmas, but their education is paid up in full—paying it forward,” said Guerrier,
as he encouraged the audience to position our youth for
success in the future.
Other event highlights included a video tribute to the
honorees, a proclamation
presentation by Councilwoman Lisa Wheeler-Brown
on behalf of the City of St. Pe-

tersburg, along with special
greetings from U.S. Congressional candidate Eric Lynn.
Cassandra Williams, president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., presented the
Sigmas with a resolution, and
Pinellas County School Board
member Rene Flowers congratulated the honorees and
commended them on their
distinguished service to the

Pinellas County area.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. was founded on January 9, 1914, at Howard
University in Washington, DC.
Led by International President
Jonathan A. Mason, Sr.; the
organization equips college-educated men with the tools necessary to improve the social
and economic conditions of
communities worldwide.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
White soul and breaking the mold
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

With David Bowie’s recent passing we lost not
only a pioneer performer
but a visionary talent, and
one of the most original
voices in pop music history.
And you can add to this list
a man who wasn’t afraid to
speak out against discrimination in the music world.
I recall as a youngster
spending many beautiful,
sunny
afternoons
indoors riveted to the
set watching that upstart
staple of 1980’s youth culture, Music Television.
Sometime after variety
shows
but
before
YouTube, it was MTV
that had the capability of
bringing bands right into
our living rooms. And in
the early days of the station, there was no shortage
of quirky videos by groups
like the Buggles and Wall
of Voodoo, straight-forward
rock videos by veterans
like Rolling Stones and the
Who and unique, artsy
videos by performers
like the Talking Heads and
of course, Bowie. But between the banter of
the video jockeys (VJs)
and videos of bands miming with their electric instruments on some beach
or lip-syncing in front
of some castle, something
was conspicuously rare:
videos by African-American
artists.
And it was Mr. Bowie—
this poster boy for glam
rock, this gender-bending
chameleon that shook up
his musical style as often as
his charismatic personas,
this godfather of New
Wave—who stuck up for
black artists and actually
called out MTV on the glaring inequality.
While being interviewed in 1983 by VJ Mark
Goodman, Bowie asked
him outright why there
were “practically no blacks”
on the network. He went on
to point out that there were
plenty of black artists mak-

ing good videos and expressed his surprise that
they weren’t on MTV. A
clearly ruffled Goodman
lamely countered with
the explanation that the
network had to please
not only viewers in New
York and Los Angeles “but
also Poughkeepsie and the
Midwest,” actually averring
that some of the more conservative Americans might
be “scared” by “a string of
other black faces, or black
music,” and then hinted
that black artists might not
fit into the station’s rock
and roll format.
To his credit, Bowie didn’t buy this baloney and
kept pressing Goodman, ultimately stating that it
should be the conviction of
the station to be fair and
more integrated.
This was all the more
impressive (read: gutsy)
when you think that Bowie
had little to gain by his outspokenness and perhaps
something to lose. MTV
had certainly been kind to
him, more than happy to
play his videos, and here he
was openly criticizing the
network and in essence accusing the bigwigs running
the show of discrimination. And in more ways
than one, Bowie can certainly be credited with helping to bridge the racial and
cultural gap in pop music.
In his 1975 album “Young
Americans,” for example,
he showcased his love for
American soul music and
even performed on the
iconic urban show “Soul
Train.”
Even when I watch the
clips now, I get such a kick
out of seeing this very
pasty English guy belt
out his brilliant song
“Fame” (and also the uberfunky “Golden Years”) on
this traditionally black
music program while
everyone on the show—regardless
of
color—
dances ecstatically to the
infectious grooves. And
like the Stones before
him—who
undoubtedly

turned on more than a
few suburban white kids to
blues—Bowie almost certainly turned on many
youths to soul with his own
version of it—”plastic soul,”
as he sometimes referred
to it.
In the same year of
Bowie’s MTV interview,
the station (perhaps buckling under universal pressure) decided to regularly
air the video for Michael
Jackson’s hit “Billie Jean,”
from his monster “Thriller”
album. This was soon followed by the electric “Beat
It” and it was then that the
door began to truly
open and let other AfricanAmerican artists through.
This was good news for
acts like Earth Wind and
Fire, the Gap Band, Kool
and the Gang and Rick
James, who in particular
had bitterly complained
about the station’s refusal
to play the video for his
raunchy, ultra-catchy masterwork “Super Freak,”

which had been enjoying
almost endless airplay on
the radio, in nightclubs,
skating rinks, record
stores and just about everywhere else there was a
turntable or boom box
handy.
Now it is tough to say
whether Bowie’s on-air candor had anything to do with
the network ultimately
playing more videos by
African-American artists,
but I like to think Bowie
publicly giving the station a
black eye could only have
helped to drive the point
home.
When it was time start
recording his 15th studio
album for a spring 1983 release, Bowie decided to recruit Nile Rodgers, a
founding member of the
funk-soul-disco outfit Chic,
to handle co-production duties. An African-American
musician, Rodgers had expressed
excitement
at working with someone
like Bowie, if nothing else,

to show that black artists
can also make their imprint
in New Wave music and let
white
audiences
know that they could create
songs whose themes went
beyond making love or
dancing. (Though there
must have been a smidge
of comical irony when
Rodgers found out that two
of the first songs they’d be
working
on
were
called “Modern Love” and
the title track “Let’s
Dance.”) The finished
album featured a sound
that was cutting edge yet
danceable and became the
best-selling disc of his career, proving the BowieRodgers collaboration a
successful one.
I remember first seeing
the video for “Let’s Dance,”
and muttering to myself:
“Who’s this weird dude
playing the guitar with
white gloves, and how can
he even sing without really opening his mouth?”
But his voice struck me, as

I couldn’t recall hearing
anyone that sounded quite
like that. And as I got
older and discovered
through Bowie’s many albums how he continued to
experiment and reinvent
himself and his music while
challenging us at the same
time, I came to consider
him one of the coolest
guys, well, on our planet.
He was an innovator
and a paradox—a constant
in our lives yet the furthest
thing from being constant.
As the androgynous Ziggy
Stardust, or the stylish
Thin White Duke or the
front man of hard-rocking
Tin Machine, he left his indelible imprint on every
decade. He invented eradefining
looks
and
donned direction-setting
fashions, and even though
he soaked up all sorts of
sounds and influences
throughout the years—
black and white alike—one
thing was certain: he was a
complete original.

Gov. Scott appoints featured artist for Black History Month
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Bradenton-based
artist
Arthur Dillard has been
named the featured artist
for Black History Month
2016 by Florida Governor
Rick Scott and First Lady
Ann Scott.
The theme for Florida’s
Black History Month this
year is “Honoring African
American Heroes,” collectively including members of
the military, law enforcement officers and first responders. First Lady Scott
selected over 20 of Dillard’s
paintings to be displayed
between the governor’s
building in and the R.A.
Gray Building, Dept. of
State in Tallahassee.
Dillard, a nationally
renowned artist, instructor
and lecturer, has exhibited
his painting in galleries and
museums throughout the
country, recently at Gallerie
909 as part of its “Splash of
Sarasota” exhibit. His work
was even displayed at the
50th anniversary of Brown
vs. Board of Education in
Washington, D.C.
Dillard’s work will also
be on the state website,
www.floridablackhistory.co
m starting this month
through Dec. 2016.
Dealing primarily in watercolors, the 66 year old

said the phone call he received from the governor’s
office that let him know that
he had been chosen as the
state’s featured artist came
completely out of the blue.
“I was surprised!” he declared. “I’ve just been doing
what I do for the last 20
years, and it just happened!”
Someone had evidently
recommended
his
artwork to the governor
and the first lady, Dillard
said, which led to his being
selected over other state
artists. The governor and
first lady looked at his website and selected about 26
pieces of his and then

the governor’s office asked
Dillard if these works would
be available. Dillard noted
that a recent exhibit at the
Gadsden Art Center in
Quincy, Fla., which is about
26 miles away from the
state’s capital, might have
factored into the decision to
select him as the featured
artist.
With a degree from
Florida A & M University,
Dillard took a job as an engineer yet still made a point
of painting nearly every day.
After 20 years he decided to
follow his muse all the way
and fully devote his time to
creating his unique art-

work. He has a style all his
own as he uses up to 20
coats of watercolor, which
makes his work stand apart
from conventional watercolorist.
Dillard was also somewhat of a pioneer when
early in his artistic career
he painted black and white
watercolors, which he believes no one had previously done. His subjects
vary from famous figures
such as Barack Obama and
Thurgood Marshall to
everyday scenes like idyllic
rural settings and children
at play.
In addition of the acco-

lade of being named featured artist, he will be honored with a reception at the
governor’s mansion next
month.
“What I’m happy about
is that I was selected for
doing
something
I
love doing,” he said. “I paint
things that I love painting...I
paint things that I want our

kids to remember. And that
in itself is the highlight of
my life.”
To celebrate Black History
Month,
the
SouthShore Regional Library in Ruskin is currently
honoring Dillard with a oneman show and will be exhibiting over
20
of
his pieces into February.
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Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.
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Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
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1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  




 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


 



   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Without Walls International Church
Bishop Noel Jones
Thurs., Jan. 28 at 7:00 p.m.
ADMISSION IS FREE!
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their regular
Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00
PM (THE BEST ONE
HOUR OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” AT 7:00 PM
– THE COMMUNITY IS
WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD”
STUDIES
IN
GOD'S WORD (JOHN,
CHAPTER NO. 3) AND
HOW IT RELATES IN
YOUR DAILY WALK. The
public is welcome to attend
Sunday Services anytime –
you will find that all services
place great emphasis on our
Savior Jesus Christ and His
loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue in Prayer for the
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved
Families that dwell among

us.
JANUARY
AT
A
GLANCE
“Members Who Have
Gone From Labor to Reward
in 2015”
Sis. Lucille Black - Bro.
Henry Allen Boyd, III - Sis.
Katherine
J.
Burr
Bro. Arlanzo Byrd - Sis.
Veronica Byrd Latimore Bro.
Charles Cheatum
Bro. David Copeland – Sis.
Diane Douglas - Bro. Robert
I. (Sonny) Henderson Bro.
O.C. Houston - Sis. Beverly
Jackson - Sis. Hattie Lee
Newkirk Jones
Sis.
Patricia Ann Fikes-Lamb Sis. Barbara Jean Lynch Min. Renee Miller
Bro.
Thomas (Tom) Papaleo - Sis.
Carrie B. Rivers - Sis. Daisy
Robinson
Bro. George
Robinson - Sis. Carneatha
(Connie) Sierman - Bro. Eugene Simmons Sis. Dorothy
Taylor
2nd Annual Memorial
Celebration will be the Fifth
Sunday, January 31, 2015 at
the 8:45 am Worship Service.
Friendship Cordially Invites
Their Families, Friends And
Community To Attend This
Memorial Tribute.
Sunday, January 31, 2016
– 8:00 am Church School,
8:45 am Worship Service –
This is a FIFTH SUNDAY
SCHEDULE ONLY.
Thought for the Week:
Here we stand to honor our

St. Mark MBC
dead; To remember them as
these words are read. To
give that honor that they
have earned; Is a lesson
taught, a lesson learned.
These men and women who
gave their all; And answered
God’s hallowed call. And
even though we are apart,
They live on in our minds
and hearts. So, bow your
head and let us pray; God
bless them all on this day.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,

Jesus Christ.
Events for January
Jan 27-29 - Congress No.
2-Host Church: St. John First
Baptist Institutional Church,
Palmetto, FL
Jan 31 - Mission Emphasis
Sunday and Operation Love
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and

learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Intentional Integration
There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28).
As we prepare for Black
History Month, it is important for us to reflect on how
far we have come as God's
children and as a collective
consciousness on the earth.
Like the early church, we
have made significant movement towards equal rights for
all but we still have a long
ways to go. In order to have
continuous progress as it relates to civil rights, it is imperative that we are aware of
where we have been, where
we are and where we intend
to go.
A simple definition of segregation is different people in
different places. Segregation
was one of the major motives

behind the Civil Rights Movement. Blacks were tired of
the segregation of hotels,
restaurants, restrooms, seats
on the bus, etc. They had
their full of “whites only” and
“for colored” signs. The end
of segregation did not come
without a fight. Many lost
their lives in the process.
Desegregation is putting
different people in the same
place. Desegregation was a
legal movement that allowed
blacks and whites to occupy
the same space. It was an intentional shift in the consciousness.
The
desegregation of schools is a
prime example of this change.
Blacks were often bused to
white schools to ensure that
desegregation was taking
place. Desegregation put the
races in the same physical
space but it did not regulate

the hearts - where prejudice
and discrimination still existed.
Different from desegregation, integration not only puts
different people in the same
place but it empowers those
people to see their unity as opposed to their differences.
People who are integrated no
longer see themselves as different but as one. They focus
on their commonalities instead of their distinctions.
They see unity through diversity.
Integration does not happen by osmosis; it must be intentional. In order to have
integration, we must recognize where we are segregated, desegregate and then
put together a plan to integrate through education and
communication.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 MLK Memorial Service
From SERVICE, page 1

all indirectly. I can never
be what I ought to be until
you are what you ought to
be, and you can never be
what you ought to be until I
am what I ought to be…”
Many denominations of
faith were represented
such as various branches of
Islam, Christianity and Judaism. The overreaching
feeling was one of promoting a peaceful, loving, inclusive community that is able
to rise above senseless hatred and injustice and meet
in peace, a philosophy that
Dr. King espoused.
One especially moving
portion of the memorial
was devoted to the Adhan
(announcement), the call to
prayer made before every
congregational
prayer







service in the Muslim tradition. The Adhan is also
used to call people to assemble to worship the creator.
Guest speaker Angela
Rouson, president of the St.
Petersburg National Council for Negro Women
(NCNW) spoke about turning conversation into action
and finding ways to honor
Dr. King by pledging to
make a difference for others and strengthen the
community. Her focus was
on how to promote social
impact, which she insisted
would
be
advanced
through learning and service throughout the community.
Rouson encourages all
to follow their passion and

make a difference in the
community by being the
change they want to see.
Both she and her husband,
State Representative Darryl Rouson, are committed
to providing safe and quality housing for people in
need and support for families, as well as opportunities for youth to succeed
and programs for recovering addicts.
“Don’t sleep through
the revolution,” Rouson declared, referencing the
story of Rip Van Winkle, a
fictional character who
slept through the American
Revolution. “You fail to
achieve new attitudes and
outlooks that new times demand when you “sleep;
continue to be responsive

















to what is going on in the
world.”
Keynote
speaker
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin told the standing
room only crowd that she is
a member of a very large
family that extends several
generations back in the St.
Petersburg
community.
She said she was a mother,
a wife, an aunt, but “not a
politician.”
When Tomalin was offered the job as deputy
mayor, she had her reservations but, “I had no
choice and no answer but
to accept…Dr. King called
each of us to service [and]
we must find ways to answer with a resounding
yes! It may rarely be easy,
rarely be au-



tomatic, but it will always
be right. It is who we are.”
Since her time in office
working with Mayor Rick
Kriseman, the City of St.
Petersburg has grown
leaps and bounds; however,
there is still much work to
do. She said an air of desperation and despair still
hangs in poorer sections of
the community, particularly
on 22nd Street South and
surrounding
neighborhoods. Frustrated young
men search for their futures, she stated, and mothers worry about how to
feed their children, who
learn to run before they
learn to read.
“Every corner of our
community has need,”

Tomalin said. “Poverty is
only one limitation. Spiritual corners of our community have need; bigotry and
hatred, fear and discrimination, still are struggles. Although progress is clearly
undeniable, ageism, xenophobia, sexism and homophobia [are still issues that
we face].”
“We are a city that says
yes, that lives yes. When
called, we answer every
time. It is not always easy,
but it is always right. It is
who we are,” she declared.
As long as the sun
shines on St. Petersburg,
let us hope that we all take
active steps to “live yes”
and answer Dr. King’s call
to service.

          

Social media activism versus boots on the ground
From PCULVP, page 1

them.”
That’s not so say that
they
couldn’t
have
come into this consciousness without social media,
she explained, but social
media can coalesce around
certain ideas in ways that
are more accessible than
what you’re going to get in
the classroom. She noted
that there were 186,000
tweets that went out about
Ferguson before the first
national news media “hit
the ground.” It was truly a
manifestation of the people,
she went on, and not just
the people in Ferguson,
Mo., but the people around
the world to make Ferguson a reality for better or
for worse.
“The first people to
reach out to folks in Ferguson were Palestinians who
that summer had been
bombed on the Gaza Strip,
reaching out to the folks on
Facebook and Twitter saying ‘this is how you get teargas out of your eyes…,’”
said Green.
Green pointed out that a
lot of time what is missing
is the ability for people to
speak in the real world to
each other about ideas.
That kind of conversation
in the real world really allows for a level of humanity
that you don’t get when
you’re talking to each other
behind the computer
screen or cell phone.
“I think social media is

definitely the tool that cannot be replaced,” Edmond
posited. “But people do
take the information out of
context.”
Givens, Jr. noted that social media is crucial for people to know what’s going in
the community. “There’s a
lot of people in this room
right now that I did not
know prior to coming to
this meeting, but I’ve networked, I’ve downloaded
with them online, on Facebook, on Twitter, and because of that I feel like I
have a piece of their mind,
I know what’s going on in
their head, I have a little insight about who they are.”
He echoed the sentiment that social media can
be a tool can be useful or it
can get people in trouble
due to the amount of misinformation
“being
posted Facebook” and the
“lies being told on Twitter.” But he was quick to
note that it is invaluable
these days in reaching a
number of people for positive things like jobs and
community gatherings.
“What a lot of folks
don’t want to admit to is
that we are that next generation,” he proclaimed. “We
are the millennials. We are
the age of social media.
And it’s our generation
that’s really going to be the
catalyst for change, that’s
really going to catapult us
into that next era.”

Lemmermann noted
that there is a difference
between being merely active and visible on social
media sites and assuming
an active role in the community by getting out there
and interacting with people,
be it for something personal like show promotion
or something with a larger
scope, like social justice.
Wade put forth that social media sites like Instagram and Facebook can
gauge direct action that allows people to follow movements like Black Lives
Matter, but it can also “create” people who mistake
merely logging onto social
media sites as being truly
socially active.
“There are Facebook
activists who share everything,” he said, “but don’t
actually do anything.”
Green described social
media as a tool in a larger
strategy of change, but cautioned people against using
it as an “end all, be all.”
“You’re never going to
get a real result out of that,”
she said.
Concerning the question of inclusion and promoting
unity
among
African Americans of different genders, socio-economic backgrounds, etc.,
Green said when we talk
about the idea of “living in
the margins” and talk about
ourselves as people individually, somebody will say

that you’re trying to divide
the community.
“And yet,” she added,
“most women in the room
and a lot of men would sort
of recognize that our historical figures in the Civil
Rights Movement are male,
and yet a lot of the work
was done by females.”
She explained we’re in a
movement that is very
much led by black women,
including a group of lesbian
women, but to talk about
themselves within the
movement and to talk
about their own experience
is to talk against the black
community, by a lot of people’s definition.
“It’s difficult when you
feel as if you’re doing
work,” Green said, “and yet
there’s not a space for you
to actually be seen in the
fruits of that labor. And
eventually what it does is
tear apart the work. It tears
apart the movement.”
People in the black
community need to be willing to have conversations
about their differences,
adding that she hopes that
dialogues and meetings
like the evening’s discussion become even “less of a
panel thing” and more of a
collective conversation.
Edmond
echoed
Green’s sentiment adding
that many groups and organizations have gender
specific roles in place such
as women being secre-

Brittany Harris

Marques Clark

taries and men being figure
heads.
“In my mind the only
way we can ever get over
that is to have a bunch of
tough conversations,” he
said, adding that the way
people dress or their
lifestyle also plays a part in
which roles they will be accepted into in certain organizations.
Edmond feels that the
difference between the
movements now and the
movements in the 1950s
and 1960s is that they were
highly organized.
“They understood organizational structure,” he
said. “They knew what

their jobs were and they
knew it broke down to
boots on the ground. Martin was not at every rally.
He wasn’t at every meeting.”
Dasher closed out by
saying that Dr. Whitney M.
Young, a forefather of the
Urban League organization, said that the movement needed researcher,
lawyers and all other professional positions as well
as people on the street.
“That makes an organization, Dasher said. We
can’t all be out in front.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

