DIGITAL COMMONS

@ UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA North American Bird Bander
Volume 7 | Issue 4 Article 3
1982

Notes on the Banding of Emberizidae: Parulinae Seiurus Species
in Southeastern Arizona

Philip M. Walters

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb

Recommended Citation

Walters, Philip M. (1982) "Notes on the Banding of Emberizidae: Parulinae Seiurus Species in
Southeastern Arizona," North American Bird Bander. Vol. 7 : Iss. 4, Article 3.

Available at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol7/iss4/3

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the Searchable Ornithological Research Archive at
Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in North American Bird Bander
by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@usf.edu.


https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol7
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol7/iss4
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol7/iss4/3
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb?utm_source=digitalcommons.usf.edu%2Fnabb%2Fvol7%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol7/iss4/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.usf.edu%2Fnabb%2Fvol7%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usf.edu

Literature cited

Austin, O.L. and S.H. Low. 1932. Notes on the breeding
of the Tree Swallow. Bird-Banding 3(2):39-44.

Chapman, L.B. 1939. Studies of a Tree Swallow colony
(second paper) Bird-Banding 10(2):61-72.

Gullion, G.W. 1947. Use of artificial nest sites by Violet-
green and Tree Swallows. Auk 64:411-415.

Johnson, C.W. 1930. Notes on Protocalliphora during the
summer of 1930. Bird-Banding 1(4):169-173.

Kuerzi, R.G. 1941, Life history studies of the Tree Swal-
low. Proceedings of the Linnaean Society of New
York 52-53:1-52.

Low, S.H. 1933. Further notes on the nesting of Tree
Swallows. Bird-Banding 4(2):76-87.

Mason, E.A. 1944. Parasitism by Protocalliphora and
management of cavity-nesting birds. Journal of Wild-
life Management 8:232-247.

Pettingill, O.S. 1970. Ornithology in laboratory and field.
Burgess Publishing Co., Minneapolis. 524 pp.

Chairman, Science Department, Manor Junior College,
Fox Chase Manor, Jenkintown, PA 19046

Notes on the banding of Emberizidae:
Parulinae Seiurus species in

southeastern Arizona

Philip M. Walters

The three members of the genus Seiurus are unusual in
Arizona. Monson and Phillips (1981. Annotated Check-
list of the Birds of Arizona. Second Edition. The Uni-
versity of Arizona Press) state that the Louisiana Water-
thrush (S. motacilla) is “a very sparse transient and
winter resident from the Huachuca Mountains west to
the Pajaritos Mountains” and that the Northern Water-
thrush (S. novaboracensis) a “rather uncommon trans-
ient throughout state, along streams and in areas of
damp ground.” They report “About 35 records, all for
May-June, Sept.-Oct., and Dec.-Jan.” for the Ovenbird
(S. aurocapillus).

For the period of 1977-1981, the total banded in the
Arizona-New Mexico region of each of these species
recorded in the Annual Reports of the Western Bird
Banding Association, (1978-1982, No. Am. Bird Bander
2}, was: Ovenbird: 2, Northern Waterthrush: 14, and
Louisiana Waterthrush: 1.

It then seems an unusual coincidence to mist-net and
band a different member of this genus in each of the
summers of 1980, 1981, and 1982 at the same banding
station. This station is at the Tanque Verde Guest Ranch
in the foothills of the Rincon Mountains east of Tucson.
The habitat does not seem particularly conducive for
attracting these species. The banding station is in the
saguaro belt with mesquite, acacia, and prickly pear
common, It includes a pond with an adjacent growth of
mature cottonwoods. It is also bordered by the Tanque

Oct. — Dec. 1982
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Verde Wash which is dry except for short periods
following heavy rains or melting snow in the nearby
mountains,

The rarest of the genus in southeastern Arizona, the
Louisiana Waterthrush (930-92134), was banded on 31
July 1980. (Monson and Phillips, 1981); (Walters, 1981.
No. Am. Bird Bander 4:169). This individual was the first
to be banded in the Western Bird Banding Association
area.

On 10 September 1981, a Northern Waterthrush (930-
92466) was mist-netted and banded. Age: HY (by skull-
ing). Sex: unknown. Weight: 18.4 g. Wing chord: 74 mm.
Tail: 54 mm. Exposed culmen: 13 mm. Tarsus: 22 mm.

The final member of the genus, the Ovenbird (930-
92705), was banded on 24 June 1982. Age: AHY (by
skulling). Sex: unknown. Weight: 18.9 g. Wing chord: 71
mm, Tail: 52 mm.

None of these 3 individuals was recaptured, nor its
recovery recorded. None was seen, or heard calling,
after being released. In the case of the Ovenbird, a
concerted search in the immediate area by two skilled
observers on 25 and 26 June 1982, using taped calls of
the Ovenbird, failed.

I presume that all 3 of the banded individuals were
transients.

5111 Soledad Primera, Tucson, Arizona 85718.
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