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Commentary on the 1981 Annual Report 
Stephen Ervin 

gain, as in 1980, banding activities have shown a general decline. The total number of birds band- 
ed (153,585) was a 3% decrease from 1980 and nearly 
exactly the 10-year average. The average number of 
birds per bander also declined from 560 in 1980 to 489 
in 1981. This represents a 13% decline from 1980 and a 
26% decline from the 10-year average. Other categories 
-- species banded and average species/bander -- also 
showed declines despite an increase in the number of 
reports (11% above 1980 and 25% above the 10-year 
average). There were 452 responding banders in 1981 
with 314 active. Of the 314, 146 or 46ø70 banded fewer 
than 100 birds. 

Banding activities by regions are a mixed bag of in- 
creases and decreases. Despite a small increase in 
birds banded, Alaska continues its decline from its 
10-year average (-10o7o). Similarly, Idaho -- Montana, 
California, and Wyoming -- Colorado have continued 
to slip. Bright spots include Yukon -- B.C. -- Alberta 
with a 66o7o increase over their 10-year average, Nevada 
-- Utah with a 21% increase, and Arizona -- New 
Mexico with a 62ø70 increase. 

In 1981 there were 29 species with over 1,000 birds 
banded, an increase of 3 species over 1980. Only 55 
species were reported with 3 or less banded, a decrease 
from the 61 of 1980. Waterfowl showed a drop from 

1980 with 53,853 birds banded or 35% of the total. 
Mallards comprised 56% of these (30,314) with Canada 
Geese 12% (6,202), Blue-winged Teal 9% (4,800), and 
Pintail 9% (4,651) trailing. Charadriiformes also de- 
clined to 12,338, or 8% of the total. Western Gulls led 
the totals with 2,497 or 20% of the Charadriiformes 
banded. Western Sandpipers trailed the Western Gulls 
and Glaucous-winged Gulls (1,325) with 1,209 banded in 
1981. Last year Western Sandpipers were first. Falconi- 
form birds continued to total 3% again this year. As 
usual, the American Kestrel was the most commonly 
captured raptor with 714 individuals. An encouraging 
total was that of the Peregrine Falcons with 458, up 
from 302 of last year. Passerine banding was up this 
year, at least partially making up for the decline in 
non-passerines. There were 203 species banded, not 
including hybrids or all-representatives of super-spe- 
cies. The total number of passetines banded was 53,959, 
slightly higher than waterfowl but tied with 35% of the 
total. Fringillids totaled 28,421 or 19% of all birds 
banded. The White-crowned Sparrow complex led with 
5,976, followed by House Finch with 4,607, and the 
Dark-eyed Junco complex with 3,474. 

Point Reyes Bird Observatory continues its 5-year trend 
of most species with 135 species banded, the largest 
total but a decline from the 155 of 1980. The individual 

Table 1. Ten-year summary, 1972 through 1981 

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 
%10-year 10-year 

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 %1950 average average 

Including all sources 
Number of reports--active 187 164 189 236 
Reports of less than 100 birds 77 73 67 116 
Species banded' 366 377 393 412 
Birds banded 167,358 137,408 139,103 119,547 
Average species/bander 14.9 15.2 18.3 13.6 
Average birds/bander 890 723 658 514 

Birds banded by area 
Alaska 1,774 6,216 2,164 4,185 
Yukon, B.C., Alberta 7,718 7,307 4,069 9,086 
Washington, Oregon 18,472 14,963 12,598 10,597 
Idaho, Montana 14,652 10,019 11,403 5,999 
California 62,108 46,428 41,110 43,243 
Nevada, Utah 8,541 6,112 7,392 6,485 
Wyoming, Colorado 40,399 35,973 36,643 32,232 
Arizona, New Mexico 10,672 10,051 11,421 7,614 
Mexico 2,312 43 239 106 
Hawaii, Pacific Islands 710 296 180 208 

242 223 

98 104 

410 444 

149,964 149,335 
14.3 12.1 

961 564 

9,451 19,621 
22,334 17,409 
19,156 13,013 
13,244 16,235 
39,363 35,162 
4,380 5,579 

33,630 29,815 
8,406 8,569 

-- 737 

648 1,596 

311 361 282 314 +11 +25 251 
157 156 119 146 +23 +31 111 
416 448 407 403' --1 --1 408 

164,224 194,756 157,787 153,585 --3 0 153,307 
12.3 11.9 11.7 11.2 --4 --18 13.6 
624 581 560 4B9 --13 --26 656 

21,594 15,311 7,580 8,781 +16 --10 9,667 
16,641 28,401 34,557 29,384 --15 +66 17,691 
15,366 17,796 17,366 18,441 +6 +17 15,777 
16,113 16,049 13,330 11,642 --13 --10 12,869 
40,741 57,708 38,216 32,782 --14 --25 43,686 
5,031 5,927 4,444 7,426 +67 +21 6,132 

32,781 34,906 25,278 19,242 --24 --40 32,090 
6,951 9,604 16,910 17,548 +3 +62 10,775 

561 329 106 223 +110 --57 5177 
8,441 9,725 6,083 8,116 +33 +125 3,600 

1To maintain consistencywith previous reports, the species summary is for continental birds only. 
• 9-year average 
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with the highest species total was Edgar Jones with 90 
species reported. Kathryn Burk followed with 93, Both 
banders increased their totals and reversed their posi- 
tions from last year, 

The Colorado Division of Wildlife had the largest total 
number of birds banded with 9,800. The individual high 
total was K.D. Norman with 7,899 birds of 15 species. 

As noted in Dan Taylor's summary last year, there are 
a number of possible reasons for a decline in banding 
activities. Certainly directed studies, increased costs, 
declines in funding for governmental agencies, and de- 
dines in the budgets of educational institutions are all 
continuing to have their impact. At California State 
University, Fresno, we have also experienced a decline 
in graduate student enrollment as a result of the per- 
ception that there is a lack of jobs for field biologists. 
Graduate student, and thus sub-permittee, activity has 
declined here, We would hope that the trends experi- 
enced in the past few years will reverse, 

In the future some changes will have to be made in our 
annual summaries, A particular problem area is the 
"species banded" data in the summary table. Hawaii- 

Pacific Area birds have not been included in this line in 

order to preserve a comparison with previous years 
when all Hawaii-Pacific Area bandings were listed 
separately. We should probably forego this comparison 
in the future and treat Hawaii-Pacific birds as we do 

Alaskan species. A further problem with the "species 
banded" information has resulted from the taxonomic 

changes in the past few years, Each line in the annual 
report has been counted as a species in the summary 
table above (except for birds listed with a question 
mark]. If we count presently recognized species and not 
every line, our species banded total would be reduced 
by an additional 5%, I would like to suggest that in the 
future our annual report sheets be modified to be 
consistent with whatever AOU revisions are recognized 
at the time. We would lose some comparative informa- 
tion with past years in terms of number of species 
banded, but clarity would result, 

Phil Walters deserves a great deal of credit for the 
arduous task of compiling the information submitted.• 

Department ol • Biology, Galil•ornia State University -- 
Fresno, Fresno, CA 93740. 
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Advertising in North American Bird Bander is available to in- 
terested firms providing services and products related to birds 
and bird banding. 

Birds in Southeastern Arizona, Davis and Russell. The 
most up-to-date guide to bird finding contains directions 
for 43 top areas and bar graphs and habitat notes for 
450 species. Available at $6.50 (postpaid) from TUC- 
SON AUDUBON SOCIETY, 30-A N. Tucson Blvd., Tuc- 
son AZ 85716, your best source for southwestern and 
Mexican birding information and supplies. Write for a 
sales list. 

Banding Pliers: 61/2 •. Holes in jaws to fit standard band 
sizes. Split pin on top for even band opening. Spring on 
side keeps opened band in pliers for easy handling. 

Pliers for band sizes 0, 1, lB, & 1A. $13.00 
Pliers for band sizes 2 & 3. $13.00 
Pliers for band sizes 3B & 3A. $13.00 

These prices include postage within the continental U. 
S. Orders should be sent to Roger N. MacDonald, 850 
Main St., Lynnfield, MA 01940. 

Bird Banders' Special. Quality 3-ring binders for sale 
to banders and friends. Perfect for banding records and 
notes. These brand-new binders are available as the 

result of an overstock by a leading electronics firm and 
are 23/4 • thick, plastic-covered, with some printing on 
front and spine. Specify first choice -- blue or green. 

Prices postpaid are: I to 6, $3.00 each; 7 to 24, $2.75 
each; 25 and over, $2.50 each. NY residents, please add 
7% sales tax. Order from: Associated Consultant Ser- 

vices, 33 Ogden Ave., East Williston, NY 11596. 

Banding Supplies 
Bleitz Wildlife Foundation has available a new listing of the more than 100 styles, colors, and types of 
Mist Nets, Portable Poles, Pesola Scales, etc., which are available from the Foundation. Reprints of 
"Mist Nets and Their Use" are also available. 

Partial list of current items available from B!eitz Wildlife Foundation: 

Monofilament 40d/single ply nets in 1", 11/4 ", 11/2"; 7' x 18', 
7' x 30', 7' x 60'--3 x 42. 10 x 42, 10 x 60. 
30d/2ply Nylon in 1", 11/4 ", 11/2 ", 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 
60'--3 x 42, 10 x 42, 10 x 60 in Black, White, Sand, and 
Green 

50/2ply Nylon in 11/4 ", 11/2 " 7' x 18', 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 
60' Black, White, Sand, and Green. 
70/2ply Nylon in 11/2 ", 7' x 18', 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 60' 
Black 

50/2ply Terylene in 1", !1/4 ", 1V2", 7' x 18', 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 
7' x 60', 3 x 42, 10 x 42, 10 x 60, 20 x 100, 30 x 100, Black, 
White, Sand and Green. 
The 20' is 12-shelf: the 30' is 18-shelf. 
75/2ply Terylene in 1V2", 21/2 ", 7' x 18', 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 

110/2ply Nylon in 21/2 ", 7' x 18', 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 80', 
Black, White, Sand, and Green. 
210/2ply Nylon in 4", 7' x 30', 7' x 42', 7' x 60', Black, 
White, Sand, and Green. 
210/4ply Nylon in 4", 10' x 42', and 10' x 60', Black. 
All of the above nets are tethered. 

Pesola Scales: 5 gin. 10 gin. 30 gin, 50 gin. 100 gm (3 styles}, 
300 gm (2 styles), 500 gin, 1000 gin, 2000 gin, 2.5 kg, 5 kg, 12 
kg, 30 kg, 50 kg. 

Portable, stackable anodized duraluminurn Net Poles, in 
s/s"diameter, 36" sections, 40" sections, 48" sections; 1" 
diameter in 48" sections. 

Price List available on request. 
Example: 70/2 Nylon, 4-shelf, Black only {our lowest priced 
nets} 

#1 -- 7 x 18 x 11/2 $6.00. Loops tied on themselves in 
square. 
#2 -- 7 x 30 x lt/2 $8.00. Knots, tethered at 18" intervals. 
#3 -- 7 x 42 x 11/2 $10.50. Top loops white, balance black. 
#4 -- 7 x 60 x 11/2 $16.00. Webbing 25% longer than frame. 
120 meshes high. 

We prefer to ship UPS, so please include STREET address. 
Surface U.S. delivery is included. Air or Export shipment 
costs added. 

Bleitz Wildlife Foundation ß 5334 Hollywood Boulevard 
'Hollywood, CA 90027 
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For advertising information and rates, contact Jolan Truan, 
Advertising Manager, 3314 W. Glenn Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85021. 

Leg Gauge: For proper determination of band sizes. 
Accurately-machined slots correspond to inside dia- 
meter of all band sizes from 1 thru 9. The easy-to-use 
gauge allows pre-selection of correct band, thus elimi- 
nating the difficult job of removing improper-fitting 
bands. Made of durable plastic, 21/2 x 51/2, with en- 
graved lettering. Price: $6.00 ppd. in U.S.A. 

Order from: Len Soucy, 1390 White Bridge Road, Mill- 
ington, N.J. 07946. 

Verball Traps: Mr. C.H. Channing has retired from his 
verball trap business and has instructed me in the tech- 
niques of verball construction. I am now taking over his 
operation and you may order these traps from me. 
Kindly enclose a copy of your Federal Banding Permit 
with your order. Price: $15.00 each. Orders should be 
mailed to Peter H. Bloom, 13611 Hewes Ave., Santa 
Aria, CA 92705. 

Bander's Gift: ... to give or to receive. Handcrafted 
miniature Potter Traps -- single cell, made to scale. 

16-gauge, vinyl-clad welding wire, 1/2" x 1" mesh. Alu- 
minum hardware. 

16-gauge, galvanized welding wire, 1/2" x 1" mesh. Gal- 
vanized hardware. 

Please send for prices: J.A. ImBrogno, 22 Westmore- 
land Drive, Mortessen, PA 15062 

Attention bird (watching) clubs: If you are tired of 
having to hand-write addresses on your newsletters or 
other mailings, we can help you. We will maintain your 
mailing list and update it at your instruction, furnish 
labels (in ABC or ZIP sort order], furnish reports of 
addresses on file, etc. We prefer small organizations 
(approx. 50-400 members]. Reasonable rates. Inquire: 
Shepherd Consultant Services, c/o Frederick S. Schaef- 
fer, 84-55 Daniels St., Jamaica, NY 11435. 

EBBA Mist Nets are available in the sizes listed below. 

Please write for order blank. Checks must accompany 
order. All orders are shipped UPS. There is a $0.50 
handling charge on all orders under $10.00. Please give 
a local address, not a Post Office box number. Pennsyl- 
vania residents, add 6% sales tax. Make checks payable 
to EBBA Net Account. Order from: EBBA Net Commit- 

tee, Biology Dept., Indiana Univ. of Pennsylvania, Indi- 
ana, PA 15701. 

Length 

Mesh I 5 Meters 9 Meters 12 Meters Nen Nen Non 
Sust Act Mere Sust Act Mere Sust Act Mere 

Regulation Nylon Nets 

11/2 4.30 
2•/2 

10.50 11.30 12.25 
7.45 7.80 8.50 
8.50 8.85 9.65 

Nylon Tethered-Top Nets 

1•,4 J 8.85 9.25 10.10 11.75 12.30 13.40 1•/2 6.85 7.15 7.75 8.50 8.90 9.70 
11Ax2.6cm 11.75 12.30 13.40 

Polyester Tethered-Top Nets 

1•,4 J11.25 11.80 12.80 15.30 16.00 1•.40 1•/2 9.1• 9.50 10.30 12.60 13.15 14.30 

Sust--Sustaining member 
Act--Active member 
Non Mem--Not a member of EBBA 

Hawk fowling nets. 210 d/4 Nylon, 3 shelves. 41/2 "str. 
Mesh X 50 M.D. (2.6 m I • 12. Regular type. Available 
from E.B.B.A. Mist Net Committee. 

Sustaining Member. $9.80 
Active Member. $10.25 
Non-Member. $11.15 

McCamey Chickadee Trap: A precision-made trap, 6" 
x 8"x 12" made of welded wire. Priced at $12.00 each, 
plus shipping. Please give a street or R.R. box number 
for delivery. Also Bal-chatri Kestrel and Raptor traps 
at $6.00 each plus shipping. Send for brochure. Prices 
firm through 1982. Order from Donald E. Payne, 34886 
Mathews Road, Eugene, OR 97405. 

Potter Traps: 16-gauge, 1/2" • 1" welded mesh. $10.00 
per cell. Plus postage and insurance. One-celh 8" x 8" 
x 8"; 2-celh 8" x 8" • 16"; 3-celh 8" • 8" x 21"; 4-cell: 8" 
x 16" x 16". Permit number requested. Order from: 
Dale Hyde, 260 Quarry Drive, Bloomsburg, PA 17815. 
Tel: 717-784-5341. 
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