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BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas Opportunity
Council (POC) held a din-
ner Fri., Oct. 30 at the
Enoch Davis Center to
honor 17 local women who
have stepped up their lives
to step out of poverty. 

As part of the 2020 Plan,
a five-year effort to reduce
poverty in the city’s poorest
neighborhoods by 30 per-
cent, the POC has worked
with families for the past
four months to help make

that goal a reality. Funded in
part by the City of St. Pe-
tersburg, it’s called the Fam-
ily Development Program
and its aim is to improve the
quality of living for low-in-
come families throughout
Pinellas County.

“We didn’t want them to
feel like we were giving
them a handout, but a hand
up,” said Program Coordi-
nator Joyce Robinson, who
worked closely with the par-
ticipants. 

She made it her mission
to create success in the
wrap-a-round service pro-

gram and has tirelessly
worked to ensure that the
women coming to her for
help received as much as-
sistance as possible. Assis-
tance that wouldn’t just pay
a utility bill, but instead help
to transform their lives so
that in the future they can
provide for their families.

Keianna Hayes is one
program participant that
will never forget the gen-
erosity and care that she re-
ceived at the hands of the
ladies at POC. Timid at the
microphone, Hayes spoke
of the transformation her

life took after meeting
Robinson and the POC
staff. Her son, a member of
the marching band at his
high school, had fees that
needed to be paid in order
for him to continue. Hayes
herself needed glasses. 

“Sometimes as a single
parent we can have the
smallest need that weighs
so big on us,” she said.

Hayes got new glasses
and her son’s financial re-
sponsibilities taken care of,
but it was mostly the help
with her personal educa-

BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Who says you have to
dress up like a Ghoul or
Goblin to have fun on Hal-
loween! That surely was
not the case, for the most
part, at the Oktoberfest
held on the baseball dia-
mond outside of the
Thomas “Jett” Jackson
Recreation Center last Sat-
urday night. 

The annual event was
hosted by Mt. Zion Pro-

gressive Missionary Bap-
tist Church who partnered
with the City of St. Peters-
burg to create a night of
fun, frolic, games, edible
treats and family memo-
ries.

Youth Minister Shaun
Thomas and the Mt. Zion
staff greeted the myriads of
trick-or-treaters who
showed up to the event.

“Last year we had over
1,500 people come out to
the event, but this year it
looks like we’ve exceeded

See HELP,  pages 5
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Mt. Zion throws OktoberFest

Looking
for a job in
healthcare?

Bri Stewart

BY JULIA RUDGERS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — As
the saying goes, “Shoot for
the moon; even if you miss,
you’ll land among the stars.”
It seems that is just what Bri
Stewart, co-owner and
founder of Bri’s Business
Expo & HealthCare Center,
intends to do in her work, as
well as encourage and in-
spire the same level of dedi-
cation, achievement and
hard work in others. 

Bri’s Business Expo &
Healthcare Center is a new
resource for people from all
walks of life in the commu-
nity to have direct and af-
fordable access to healthcare
courses, test preparation for
certifications, resources for
finding professional jobs
after course completion and
beyond.

Located at 8424 4th St. N,
Suite M, the courses offered
include the Certified Nurs-
ing Assistant (CNA) prep,
First Aid training, Home
Health, Medical Technician
and the Patient Care Techni-
cian (PCT) courses, all
taught by Stewart.

Her mother and eldest
son is the inspiration for her
business. Stewart became a
single mother at the age of
19 and worked at a fast food
restaurant. She longed for a
better life for herself and her
child. 

Her mother encouraged
her to finish high school and

BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Medical Administra-
tive Specialist program is
one of five new courses of-
fered at the St. Petersburg
campus of Pinellas Techni-
cal College. For those of
you who would like to gain
the skills required to work
in a medical office, this is
the class for you! 

This 12 month program
includes 1,050 hours of
training Mon.-Fri. from 7 -
12:15 p.m.  Instructor Traci
Matthews likes to start
each class with an hour of
instruction followed by the
students working in mod-
ules through Blackboard,
an online training program
used by many universities.
As the students study the
modules, Matthews is
there to guide them and an-
swer questions. 

Teresa Stevenson, who
has a Certified Nursing As-
sistant license and a med-
ical lab background, is one
of the five students enrolled
in the new program. Her
experience in the field is

Another successful Pinellas Opportunity Council program was completed,
and participants celebrated last Fri., Oct. 30 at the Enoch Davis Center.

Traci Matthews



The Greeks showed up and out for Oktoberfest.
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Dear Editor,          
Where is our right to

bear or stand?
Would you believe that

in the late 1960s that the
“high priest” of the modern
conservative moment and
the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) once backed
and supported a strong fed-
eral anti–gun program
called the Munford Act?

“There is no reason
why on the streets today a
citizen should be carrying
loaded weapons, said then
Governor Ronald Reagan.

Reagan made this
speech in reaction to cer-
tain individuals who said it
was there constitution
rights to bear arms. This
group believed in that right
so strongly that they went
to the capital building in
Sacramento, Calif., with
their rifles and constitu-
tional pamphlets. Reagan
was entertaining young vis-
itors who actually left his
meeting to see the gun and
rifle totters.

Out of fear for public
safety, the Munford Act
was passed in response to
this group of citizens who
demonstrated their Second
Amendment rights. 

So who were these peo-
ple who caused such a stir
caring guns? The Black
Panthers. Even though
they were law-abiding citi-
zens with the Constitution
in their hands, the NRA and
Ronald Reagan supported
gun control to stop them.

Funny how ideas, con-
cepts and laws change
when those narratives are
applied to certain people.

Fast-forward to today;
an unarmed Trayvon Mar-
tin lost his life because his
killer said he was “standing
his ground.” Yet a black
woman, who feared for her
life, went to jail because she
fired a warning and killed
no one. 

A few weeks ago, Corey
Jones, a church drummer,
lost his life because he
thought he would be safer
with a legally registered
gun. After his car broke
down he got into a con-
frontation with a man who
didn’t identify himself as a
cop. 

What happened to
Jones’ right to stand his
ground? He may have not
ever made known that the
man approaching him was
a cop. The laws and the
people enforcing them too
often fail to support black
people.

I believe that most po-
lice are good decent people
and doing God’s work,
every day putting their life
and safety on the line.
However, more accounta-
bility by the law to law offi-
cers is overdue! It doesn’t
matter if it is because offi-
cers are untrained or just
racist; too many black peo-
ple are paying the price. In
2015 this should just be un-
acceptable. If not now,
when?

We must also as citizens
accept responsibility for
our behaviors toward law
enforcement that created
this madness. We have to
have more self-control also.
We need to respect and co-
operated with police in

these bitter times. 
When there are so

many guns and so many
people who don’t care
about anything, we must
put ourselves in the shoes
of the officers who just
want to get home to their
families at the end of the
day. It is not just the police
who does God work; we all
have that responsibility
whether we accept it or not.

Gun control does not
mean taking everyone’s
guns away, it means sup-
porting common sense
laws that will make it safer
for the police and us.

In 1991, Reagan also
said: “With the right to bear
arms comes a great respon-
sibility to use caution and
common sense on handgun
purchases.”

So you right wing con-
servatives have no excuse,
that’s what Ronnie said.
Heaven help us if the Re-
publicans don’t join the De-
mocrats to make the gun
laws and stand your ground
laws something we can all
live with. Too many people
have already died. 

Rivers-Cleveland

Where is ours?
Dear Editor, 
At approximately 5’4,

120 pounds, Constance
Bailey has lived the life
many could only dream
about. She is a graduate
from the University of
South Florida with a de-
gree in education. She uti-
lized her degree to begin
her second career in ele-
mentary education. 

Bailey is a retired Pinel-
las County School teacher
who retired after 24 years
of service:  13 years were
spent at Seminole Elemen-
tary and 11 years at Saw-
grass Lake Elementary. 

It is the first half of her
career that most would find
intriguing. Even though
Bailey is small in stature,
she is a giant in might. She
served five years in the
United States Army from
1973-78!  Sadly, she suf-
fered some health chal-
lenges, but was rewarded
100 percent service con-
nected disability. 

After raising her two
children, grandchildren,
nieces and nephews, at the
age of 62 all Bailey wants to
do is spend her time sitting
on the patio of her water-
front home observing the
dolphins play and simply
enjoying a peace of mind.
Sadly, in spite of her being
conscientious about paying
her rent on time and in
some instances in advance,
the Waterside Townhomes
management team has no-
tified her that they will not
renew her lease.  

By Dec. 1, Mrs. Bailey
is expected to leave a home
she has come to enjoy.                                                                                                                                               

Approximately two

weeks after being elected
president of the St. Peters-
burg Branch NAACP, Area
Director, Pat Spencer
began forwarding discrim-
ination complaints re-
ceived by the Hillsborough
NAACP branch to me as
the president elect! One of
those complaints was from
Bailey.  Scared and frantic,
she pleaded with the
NAACP to “help her.”

Bailey believes she is
being discriminated
against because she is an
African-American female
who is also elderly and dis-
abled. She has had to en-
dure harassment from
dead fish being thrown on
her patio, to receiving cita-
tions about her car being
pulled too far back on the
sidewalk, to notices about
her music being too loud.                                                                             

While there is a
process in proving a case of
housing and elderly/dis-
abled discrimination, the
NAACP’s 1st Vice Presi-
dent, Pastor Rob Harrison,
and I can certainly attest to
the demeaning manner in
which the management
team treated us while ac-
companying Bailey to re-
ceive a copy of the notice
previously sent to her, ad-
vising her that her lease
would not be renewed. 

The very afternoon that
Pastor Harrison conducted
his follow-up interview
with the management
team, they placed another
note on her door stating
that her music was too
loud. She also found a con-
tainer of water on her patio.                                                                                 

I requested permission
from Bailey to tell her

story because she serves
as a poster child for why
the NAACP exists and why
it is even more relevant
today. Social injustices
exist regardless of one’s
educational attainment or
one’s professional back-
ground, even if the one
whose rights could poten-
tially have been violated
has served the very coun-
try that the owners of the
Waterside Townhomes call
their homes.

From the time I met
Ms. Bailey on the phone,
she has served as a con-
stant reminder of why I am
proud to serve as the pres-
ident of the NAACP and
why I know that if this
branch is to attempt to
make an impact in the lives
of people like Ms. Bailey,
this community has no
time to waste in petty
squabbles and temper
tantrums with adults who
want to make this work
about them!  

It is my hopes that Ms.
Bailey’s story will serve as
a reminder to those that
are able-bodied and
minded. There is simply no
more time for excuses!

Maria L. Scruggs

Housing discrimination rears its ugly head

ST. PETERSBURG – If
you or someone you know
needs health insurance,
now’s your chance to sign
up for quality and affordable
coverage. Open enrollment
in the federal health insur-
ance marketplace is now
available, and is easier than
ever to complete.

“Open enrollment only
happens once each year,”
said Melanie Hall, executive
director of The Family
Healthcare Foundation.
“Don’t miss your chance to

get covered. Every year, and
this one is no exception, the
process of signing up for
coverage gets simpler. You
can even apply on your cell
phone! During last year’s
open enrollment, it took
most people about 10 min-
utes to submit an applica-
tion.”

Hall also noted that fi-
nancial help is available.
More than nine out of ten
Floridians who enrolled in
health coverage through
Healthcare.gov qualified for

financial help to make their
monthly premiums more af-
fordable. “Most people in
Pinellas County can find
plans available for less than
$75,” she says.

Free confidential assis-
tance is available in your
community for anyone who
needs help enrolling or re-
enrolling, has questions or
wants more information.
Trained and certified health
Navigators are available by
appointment at multiple lo-
cations throughout Pinellas

County and enrollment
events are also held on some
evenings and weekends.
You also can call (813) 995-
1066 to find free help near
you, or visit www.covering-
tampabay.org

“Join many of your Pinel-
las County neighbors and
friends who now have ac-
cess to quality and afford-
able health care coverage,”
said Hall. Dec. 15 is the
deadline for coverage that
starts Jan. 1, 2016. Open en-
rollment ends Jan. 31, 2016.

“Don’t miss your chance to
get covered,” she said. “If
you choose not to buy health
insurance this year, you may
need to pay a tax penalty of

$695 or more. That might be
enough to buy coverage for
the whole year!”

For more information,
call (813) 995-1066.

Sign up for affordable health insurance 
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 


  
 

   
  

 





OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728

WWW.WRXB.US

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




Praise the Lord Saints.
Last week was a very “interesting” one to

say the least.
I was quite busy attending several meet-

ings, preaching, teaching, etc.
From it one thing I can say, there needs to

be more teaching on the subject of the gift of
speaking in tongues, divers kinds of tongues,
unity, understanding who has these gifts and
why you may or may not have them, and the
importance of knowing if you have them.

I know that was a mouthful but, its vi-
tally important to know that in order for
the Spirit of God to move on a situation,
He must be present.  And just because
you felt you had it and believe you have
it doesn’t mean you have it.

God never gave us His Spirit for feeling,
emotion, or anything else connected with the
human spirit.  God’s Spirit is NOT our spirit.
Notice when I speak of God’s Spirit I use a cap-
ital “S” and ours a lowercase “s”.  We are noth-
ing without His Spirit but lost souls trying to
find Him and it’s like being dropped off in the
deep wood s without a compass and map try-
ing to navigate our own way out.  

Read the following scriptures, Acts 2:4; 4
And they were all filled [that is, diffused
throughout their being] with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other [a]tongues (dif-
ferent languages), as the Spirit was giving
them the ability to speak out [clearly and ap-
propriately]. 4:31; 31 And when they had
prayed, the place where they were meeting to-
gether was shaken [a sign of God’s presence];
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak the word of God with boldness
and courage.13:52; 52 And the disciples were
continually filled [throughout their hearts and
souls] with joy and with the Holy Spirit.14:1-3;
10:45-47;  45 All the circumcised believers who
came with Peter were amazed, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them
talking in [unknown] tongues (languages)
and exalting and magnifying and praising
God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone refuse
water for these people to be baptized, since
they have received the Holy Spirit just as we
did?”19:6;  6 And when Paul laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
began speaking in [unknown] tongues (lan-
guages) and prophesying.

If after reading these you don’t believe
that the evidence of speaking in tongues is the
only evidence that one has the Holy Ghost
then you must please show me in the “BIBLE”
where it says otherwise.

You can talk the talk till the cows come
home BUT if you know you have never heard
an unknown tongue come out of your mouth,
you can’t possibly believe you have it.  Evi-
dence also will be your actions but this is sec-
ondary cause the Bible says that those that
received it also had all things common and
began to work together to seek and save the
lost.  They did not close their doors and circle
the wagons around their own.  God com-
manded the disciples to go into all the world
preaching and teaching His ways.  If there
were more teachings we would not have the
issues and isms and schisms within the body

of Christ as we do today.
The Bible is so clear on this subject you

would have to pay someone to help you not un-
derstand it.  Also, I will never apologize for God
blessing me with the spiritual gifts He has
given to me.  Some people will have a problem
with you because they were not given spiritual
gifts and you were.  I say, too bad so sad.  He is
no respecter of person as it relates to this sub-
ject so all you have to do is do what I did along
with many other saints I know and you too can
have His Spirit.  I know this because His Word
says it. (Acts 2:38).  Anytime you see the word
“shall” in the Bible and God is speaking, it’s a
promise from Him and it shall come to past.  

One thing I know for certain, you can
tarry and receive His Spirit but one thing is
clear, you have to let go and let God rest, rule,
and abide in your life and allow Him to take
over ALL of your issues, both great and small.
If not, then you will just continue in the same
manner.

You can’t con God, trick Him, or anything
else in order to receive His Spirit.  And you
must prove to others you have it if you are in
leadership.  In the Gospels from Matthew-
Luke, near the end of each, except Luke (24),
you will find Jesus telling the disciples to go to
Jerusalem until they get “POWER”!  That
Power is His Holy Ghost Power!  Without it,
God can’t regulate you or buffer you so that
you don’t get into yourself when leading His
People.  Basically, you can’t be trusted.  Notice
that when the disciples arrived in Jerusalem
they went to the Upper Room and did tarry
and RECEIVED the Holy Ghost and what
happened immediately following them receiv-
ing the Holy Ghost, Acts 2: 1-11.  God didn’t
use them until they all RECEIVED His Spirit.

You can think you can handle it or you
have been handling it but let me assure you,
you can’t without His Spirit.

I beseech you all who know who you
are to ask God for His Spirit that you
maybe used of Him for His divine Pur-
pose and grow your ministries to the lev-
els they deserve and start teaching on
this until everyone under your leadership
desires to and will tarry to get it as well.

Y’all know how to reach me and I am
available for workshops, seminars, whatever
you want to call it on this subject matter and
anything you feel can help to grow this com-
munity and neighborhoods all in the efforts
to save our kids and build a better tomorrow.

If you take offense to it, prove me wrong
according to the Scriptures, and not theology,
opinion, feelings, grand ma’s teachings, etc.

Till next week, 
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pas-

torrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharri-
son

The Apostolic Open Door Church of God
& True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete 

First Vice President - NAACP St. Peters-
burg Branch 

Chaplain - Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference of Pinellas 

Parent Support for Education Council
Board Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile
Justice for Circuit 6



REV. DR. ROBERT L. 
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Speaking in tongues

 
 
 





 






BY DR. BASHA JORDAN

ST. PETERSBURG —
Do you want to know how
to break those bad habits
that are killing you and
your walk with God?  

Are you interested in
knowing biblical keys that
will free you of debt and
cause you to prosper? 

Prophet Dr. Basha Jor-
dan, from Hope Alive Out-
reach in Baltimore,
Md. will be conducting a
“Deliverance and Finance
Conference” Sun., Nov.
15 at McCabe United
Methodist Church, 2800
26th Ave. S, at 3:30 p.m. 

“I have been sent by
God to empower churches
and pastors for good

health and wealth. God’s
people, especially pastors,
are supposed to be healthy
and prosperous. We are
called to be a witness and
example of the greatness
of God,” said Jordan, the
grandson of Elder Jordan
of Jordan Park

Second Corinthians
Chapter 8 verse 9 states
that Jesus, though He was
rich, He became poor so
that you, through His
poverty, might be rich. 

Don’t miss this confer-
ence, as it is sure to
change your life and get
you on the road to pros-
perity. The Holy Ghost will
be in charge. 

McCabe United
Methodist Church is pas-

tored by Rev. Michael Fra-
zier.

For info and registra-
tion, call (443) 250-9635  or
go to www.HopeAliveMi-
nistry.org.

And remember, no
matter what’s going on
with you today, there is
Hope for you.

Deliverance and Finance conference

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

LARGO — For authors
Louise Newton-Kerr and
Lorna Moore, it truly is all
in the family.

The mother-daugh-
ter duo will be signing
copies of their new histor-
ical fiction novel “Unspo-
ken Secrets and Quiet
Whispers” (Tate Publish-
ing) at Book Bank, 13002
Seminole Blvd in Largo
on Sat., Nov. 7 from 1-2
p.m.

The work, which
daughter Moore said is in-
spired by a true story,
spans hundreds of years
from the 18th century all
the way through to the
20th century.

“It tells of a family
starting from Ireland and
then they go to Louisiana,
and from that point they’re
wanting want to get back
to their roots, which is in
Georgia,” Moore ex-
plained. “Then the family
has to deal with certain sit-
uations that will test their
faith and moral judgment.”

As you make your way
through the plot and
the dilemmas of three gen-
erations, you’ll be in-
clined to question yourself
and wonder, ‘What would I
have done different?’ in
certain situations the char-
acters face, said Moore,
who added there’s a cen-
tral mystery in the story.

“It’s an enjoyable

read,” Moore said. “It gets
right to the point.”

Rich with historical
background, the book can
transport readers back to
a time when people
worked the land for food
and sharecropping was a
way of life for some,
Moore said. The idea for
“Unspoken Secrets and
Quiet Whispers” came to
the mother-daughter team
when they were research-
ing their own family back-
ground.

“It was genealogy re-
search that really pushed
us toward writing the
book,” admitted Moore, a
Clearwater resident.

Though this is their
first collaborative novel,
Newton-Kerr has been
writing poetry since the
age of 16 and Moore has
penned inspirational short

stories. Moore counts
Maya Angelou and local
author Barbara Sorey-
Love as writers she ad-
mires.

How rewarding was it
for the duo to complete
their own book?

“For my mother, it
gave her a relief!” said
Moore, who simply loved
the gratification of telling
the story and having
all their hard work culmi-
nate in a completed book.
“It gives you a good feel-
ing!”

An additional book
singing is also sched-
uled Nov. 14 at The Haus
Coffee Shop, located at
3690 East Bay Dr., Largo
at 2 p.m. 

To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweekly-
challenger.com

Mother and daughter authors 

Lorna Moore, left, and Louise Newton-Kerr
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Manhattan Casino was
rockin’ around the clock
this Halloween as the adult
ghouls trotted out in their
fiendish costumes to dance
the night away to a nostal-
gic soundtrack. 

Just as super heroes
and favored animated ani-
mal characters was the
theme for kiddies at Mt.
Zion’s OktoberFest, the
vamps, witches, warlocks
and “Thriller” ghouls set
the mood for a gory night
of fun and frolic for “grown
folks” at the Manhattan.

The Old School Hal-
loween Party was hosted
by Cherrye Baker and pow-
ered by the music of DJ
BAKE. The come-one-
come-all no-cover-charge
invitation inspired people to
come and pack the historic
ballroom until midnight. 

Although some of the
guests looked like they had
their fill of blood, guts and
horror prior to coming to
the Casino, that did not
stop them from enjoying
the variety of delicacies
served by Sylvia’s Soul
Food Restaurant on the
ground floor. 

Halloween 2015 was an
evening of fun, food, family
and friends on the south
side of the “Burg!” 

To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweekly-
challenger.com

Pictures from both events
will become available for a
nominal fee on a new web-
site specifically setup to

chronicle community events
towards the end of the week.
Information about this site
will be shared with Baker,
Brother John Muhammad
and a core group of Face-
book friends who can spread
the word. The new website,
powered by Shopify, will also
be linked to the WilliJames
Digital Multimedia Face-
book page.

The big, bad ghouls & goblins
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tional goals of passing the

Florida Board of Nursing
exam that she credits to get-
ting her back on the right
path. 

“I was rusty so they were
able to help out with a re-
fresher course,” said Hayes.
“Another burden was lifted
off me.”

Paulette Haywood started
her journey of self-sufficiency
some three years ago. On her
own and with two boys to
feed, she was sick of working
part time for minimum wage.
“I was like there just has to be
another way,” she said.

For her it was going to
school. In the summer she
realized she needed help.
Maxed out on loans and fi-
nancial aid depleted, Hay-
wood didn’t know where to
turn. “I used my money to
pay my bills so I could go,”
she said referring to college.

She was directed to POC
and Robinson.

“When I came in I was at
my lowest point,” recalled
Haywood. “I didn’t have
money for groceries; I was on
my last tank of gas.”

And she still needed to
pay her school debt or face
losing all those years of hard
work. Walking through the
doors of the POC was like a
blessing from God. Her tu-
ition was paid in full; she re-
ceived gift cards for food and
a gas card to get her to
classes. “It was really right on
time.”

Haywood will graduate in
December with a bachelor’s
degree in social work, pass-
ing the torch of assistance on
to another family in need.
Which is what the program is
all about. 

POC Executive Director
Carolyn King, seconds away
from tears after hearing all
the testimonials, believes
wholeheartedly that opportu-
nity breeds change and a de-
termination to succeed. 

“It pulls at my heartstring
to really see change and I can
see the sincerity in each of
you,” said King. “Oftentimes
people in poverty are looked
at as being in the place that
they are by choice.”

Not these ladies. They
embraced the opportunities
made available to them and
used it to their advantage.
Seventeen families took part
in the program and all were
successful.

The program worked on
three components of self-suf-
ficiency: Job training, finan-
cial literacy, healthcare and
nutrition.

Candase Callier was nine
months pregnant when she
heard about the assistance
POC was offering. Initially
she didn’t have high hopes,
but when the voice on the
other end of the phone told
her to come on down, when
she too was at her lowest
point ever, she took a chance
and with tears streaming
down her face she couldn’t
express enough how grateful
she was. 

“I was pregnant and no
one wanted to hire me,” she
said. But POC didn’t judge
her and helped her not only
get her daughter Nylah, a
first grader at Jamerson Ele-
mentary, enrolled in a dance
class, but also helped her
along in her goal to earn her
bachelor’s in education. “I
never really had no one say
let me help you, so to have

someone give me something
is a big deal.” 

One after another, young
ladies took to the micro-
phone. Nathalie Williams
credits the ladies of POC in
teaching her how to truly
budget her finances by set-
ting both short and long-term
goals. To live for today, but to
plan for tomorrow.

“I was just living for the
moment,” said Williams who
has twins. “I am ready for suc-
cess and my future.”

Williams received train-
ing and uniforms and took
her part-time position to full-
time making more money to
plan for that future.  

“When you remove some
of those barriers, you’d be
surprised as to what can hap-
pen,” Robinson said. “We are
here to help make a differ-
ence.” 

Yashika McKinnion, a
mother of five, was already on
the road to self-sufficiency
when she ran into a speed
bump. She had taken a Certi-
fied Nursing Assistant (CNA)
class, but was unable to pay
for the state test to receive
her license. 

POC paid for the test and
also helped her get the title of
a car given to her by a church
member transferred into her
name along with car insur-
ance and valid plates. 

“It has really helped me
and my future so that I can be
better for my kids,” said
McKinnion. 

Single parent of two,
Sharmora Mills was sick of
her job as a housekeeper.
The POC was able to pay for
CNA classes, bought her uni-
forms and even paid for
classes to help her feel com-
fortable driving. She is also a
Patient Care Technician and
is looking forward to pro-
gressing in the healthcare in-
dustry. 

“Thank you to the pro-
gram for helping me get a
better job for my two boys,”
Mills said.

Ylonda Powell wasn’t un-
able to make the dinner but
was so excited about the pro-
gram, she asked The Weekly
Challenger to cover the event. 

This single mother was
referred to the POC by the
Pinellas County Urban
League. Already a full-time
student at Hillsborough

County Community College
and employed for the Pinellas
County School Board, Powell
needed to get another job to
make ends meet. 

The POC paid for her
classes to become a Patient
Care Assistant. She also re-
ceived a gift card from Publix,
a gas card, four tires for her
car and even her car insur-
ance was paid.

“I know that God put the
POC in my path for me to bet-
ter myself and to be able to
maintain my household,” said

Powell in a heartfelt letter to
the POC. 

Following dinner partici-
pating families received
health baskets packed with
nutritious food and toiletries.
Bags filled with water bottles
and fruit were handed out to
the kids along with literature
on how to care for children
and on proper nutrition. 

For more information on
services provided at the
Pinellas Opportunity Council,
log onto www.poc-inc.org.

Local moms get help
From HELP,  pages 10
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ST. PETERSBURG
– The Pinellas Suncoast
Transit Authority (PSTA)
will once again offer free
bus rides to active military
and veterans in recogni-
tion of Veterans Day, Nov.
11. 

Riders are asked to
show active or retired mil-
itary identification when
boarding any PSTA bus or
trolley to qualify for a free
ride. Acceptable forms of
identification include a
military ID card, Veterans
Affairs medical card, vet-
eran’s designation on a dri-
ver’s license, certificate of
release, or a certificate of
discharge from active
duty. 

“We want our veterans
to know that we appreciate
their service and sacri-
fice,” said PSTA Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Brad
Miller. “We also want to
salute the many veterans
who are employed here at
PSTA.” 

According to a projec-
tion made by the National
Center for Veterans Analy-
sis and Statistics, the
Tampa Bay area has the
largest veteran population

in the state. 
Pinellas and Hillsbor-

ough counties are home to
a combined 179,899 veter-
ans as of September 2015,
according to the report. 

PSTA proudly offers
bus service to all three of
the Bay Pines VA Health-
care System facilities that
operate in Pinellas
County.  These facilities in-
clude the C.W. Bill Young
VA Medical Center in Bay
Pines and VA outpatient
clinics located in St. Pe-
tersburg and Palm Harbor.

“Transportation is ex-
tremely important to
healthcare access,” said
Jason Dangel, Public Af-
fairs Officer for Bay Pines
VA Healthcare System.

“So we are very grateful
for the role that PSTA
plays.”

The Bay Pines VA
Healthcare System sees
around 4,000 appoint-
ments a day— a feat Dan-
gel says may not have
been possible without
PSTA.

“We are kind of
blessed here in Pinellas
County because we do
have great public trans-
portation options,” said
Dangel. 

For information on trip
planning and individual
routes please
visit www.PSTA.net or call
the InfoLine at (727) 540-
1900.

Veterans Ride PSTA Free Nov. 11
Includes any PSTA bus or trolley
with proper identification

BY INDHIRA SUERO
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Originally from New Jersey,
broadcaster AJ Ali has made
his path in Midtown, St. Pe-
tersburg, with the radio show
Strait from Da Street. With
his participation in Black
Power 96, he seeks to vindi-
cate and offer support to peo-
ple who once had trouble with
the law. 

Ali believes in the power
of opportunity and thinks that
this new radio station will help
the African-American com-
munity of St. Pete, Florida.

What made you create
Straight From Da Streets?

I was with Public Access
TV for three and a half years,
and we won the best show on
2005. Our show is about the
personal development of the
community. People have to
take a personal interest in the
personal development. So
what I’m talking about is
street, selling drugs, being in-
volved in different types of il-
legal activities.

A drug dealer is a great
salesman, depends on how
you look at the word greed.
The only problem is this is a
wrong business. I got in-
volved in a lot of negative
things growing up, but at a
point I made a decision to
change my life, and I ran my
family business for 20 years. 

Stories like that would
help a guy or a young lady
who may be involved in the
wrong business or criminal
behavior.

How is Black Power 96
going to change Midtown?

It is needed in America.
We need radio shows and sta-
tions that are really concerned
with the people’s future. The
radio station is going to help
because first of all it is going to
portray the truth.  96 is going
to give people the truth from
us, from their people.

What do you recom-
mend to the people that
are going to have a show
for the first time in Black
Power 96?

It’s a great opportunity.
For the radio station I serve
as sort of an ambassador, be-
cause I’m out every day talk-
ing to people about the radio
station and how it’s needed

and how this is an opportunity
for them to have a career in
radio. 

You’re never too old to be
in radio, if you can still think
and communicate you’re still
able. It’s a great opportunity
for community development.

What are the new
things that you are going to
bring to the radio station?

The young entrepreneur’s
mentors program is designed
to help a person realize that
they’re going in the wrong di-
rection. It’s an opportunity to
be around other people who
have made the same mistakes
and have overcome the mis-
take and are now being a part
of the community rather than
sell drugs or things that will
hurt people in the community. 

Indhira Suero is a reporter
in the Neighborhood News Bu-
reau at the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.

‘Strait from Da Streets’ with AJ Ali

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,

bars, churches and special functions in your area.

Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717

www.ProducePatchTampa.com

Restoration of Hope for USA, Haiti and Africa, Inc. 

A Non-Profit Charitable Organization Presents:

“Prayer Breakfast Summit”
“If my people would humble themselves and pray”

Registration opens after September 25, 2015 at:
www.restorationofhopeministries.org or call 727-906-5070

Saturday, 11/ 7 @10:00 a.m. Fundraiser event $10 Donation
Location: Genesis Worship Center Special Guest Speaker
1601 - 49th Street South Pastor Brenda Fruster of BFM
Gulfport Florida, 33707

Minister Natalyn Hill

Mt. Pilgrim M.B.C. presents its
6th Annual Veteran’s Day in the Park Celebration

Saturday, November 7 from 10 am to 2 pm
Childs Park Recreation Center, 4301 13th Ave. S, St. Pete

Veteran’s Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men 
and women, past and present. We at Mt. Pilgrim MBC along with other community

churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our 
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and
friends fun day. The event includes guest speakers, games, prizes, health screening 
for vets and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,

ROTC drill team, praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families 
on this Veteran’s Day for serving our country and the sacrifice their families 

had to endure as our veterans served.

CONNECT WITH US!

Manager of Tyron Lewis Community Gym, John
Tomas (left), and broadcaster AJ Ali address 

to the audience during the fundraiser for 96.3 FM.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238

(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201

sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY





Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR HELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)

FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR

WEBSITE
www.foodaddicts.org

 


 


 




LOOK NO FURTHER 
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books

Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




   





  






 






that number,” said Thomas.
The baseball diamond

was packed with room to
spare as youngsters of all
ages paused for pictures, got
their faces painted or waited
in the long line that wrapped
half way around the field.
The festive event started
several years ago on the
grounds of Mt. Zion Pro-
gressive, but it expanded to
encompass more of the com-
munity when it partnered
with the city’s recreation de-
partment. 

“The purpose of having
this event is for us to get out
into the community,” said
Thomas.

In actuality, the festival
has a two-fold purpose, ac-
cording to Thomas. 

“The gospel is not just

spiritual, but it is also so-
cial,” he explained. “So we
come out here and we have
fun activities and candy in a
very safe, controlled envi-
ronment. The kids are safe,
and we’re taking the love of
Jesus to them.”

The Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity and Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority of St. Petersburg
were on hand for face paint-
ing and handing out goodies
to the kids young and old. 

The sounds of laughter
could be heard a half block
away as south St. Pete
flashed a kaleidoscopic glow
of harmony and community
spirit. 

To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweekly-
challenger.com

From FEST, page 1

Happy faces, super heroes for Halloween 
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Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath

Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, 
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com

Licenses:    CFC025588    CCC1326860    CBC1251478

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”


 





















 
 




  


 

  


 

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE 

COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR
SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE METAL CASKETS STARTING AT

$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray, 

100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service
For More Details

Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602

Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”

Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III                 Ronald J. Derr Sr.

President                                   L.F.D.I.C.

continue her education.
Stewart enrolled into Pinel-
las Technical Education Cen-
ter, now known as Pinellas
Technical College, and
earned her certification as a
medical assistant. 

With her thirst for knowl-
edge unquenched, she went
on to St. Petersburg College
to enroll in the nursing pro-
gram, where she graduated
in 2005 and earned her li-
cense to become a Regis-
tered Nurse (RN). 

Stewart was the first
child to go to college in her
family, a point of pride for
both her and her mother. 

Her first job as a RN was
quite serendipitous. Her
mother was having a proce-
dure at Palms of Pasadena
Hospital right after she
earned her license as an RN,
so she filled out an applica-
tion.

Within the space of a few
days, she was hired and im-
mediately put into the
Telemetry unit.  There was a
learning curve, but she soon
got the hang of it and ended
up being a charge nurse. 

Stewart developed her
healthcare business with a
focus on assisting students
who become mothers at a
young age and are raising
children with little to no as-
sistance, as well as people
who are high school
dropouts with a desire to
pursue a college education,
but who possess limited fi-
nances to make their dreams
a reality. 

She seeks to provide all
her students with hope and
encouragement that no mat-
ter how difficult circum-

stances may seem, they will
be able to overcome adver-
sity and have a successful ca-
reer after completing her
courses.

“That’s what I’m here for;
to make sure you get there
and know what you’re doing
so that you can go out and be
a role model for your kids or
yourself and be successful
and make your parents
happy,” Stewart said.

So why is the word
“expo” added into the name
of her business? 

“I added expo because
it’s more than just coming in
and learning healthcare
skills and going out and get-
ting a job. I do try to have vo-
cations that are hiring; I try
to have places for you to go
to get a job; I hand out post-
ings and flyers in my class
because I’ve been there.” 

This ties directly into her
philosophy of life and her
teaching style as well. She
actively encourages her stu-
dents to keep pushing. 

Known as a warm and
welcoming person who gives
her students hugs, Stewart
takes a direct interest in get-
ting to know her students to
see how she can help. She
even posts listings of afford-
able rentals on her Facebook
page, explaining that some
students lack housing and
some only have internet ac-
cess through their cell-
phone. 

The courses offered cur-
rently include two different
CNA prep courses, one of
which are four days and
costs $150 up front. This
course prepares students for
the state board tests.

The second CNA course
runs for six weeks, and cost
$350 with a down payment of
$50. This course offers stu-
dents more individualized at-
tention from Stewart. 

She offers courses in
Home Health Aid for a cost
of $175, which are held two
days a week for a term of six
weeks. The PCT course is
$200 and five days long. In
those five days, Stewart
teaches students extra skills
that are necessary for suc-
cess. 

If there is only one per-
son enrolled for any class,
Stewart still offers the class,
not wanting to close avenues
to students who are anxious
and determined to learn.
Stewart jokes that the only
thing she does not offer are
courses in childcare; how-
ever, she has a large network
of resources and knowledge
of her community and can
point students in the right di-
rection, as well as for any
other courses they may wish
to take in numerous fields.  

Stewart occasionally
runs specials on the Med
Tech course for a lowered
cost of $25 and does a buy-
one-get-one half-off for some
of her other courses as well.

Stewart discussed the
stigma that is currently asso-
ciated with being a CNA.
She stated that many people
within the profession have a
habit of discounting their
usefulness and within the
healthcare industry as a
whole.

“Many people say, ‘I’m
just a CNA,’ but it is such an
important job. It’s a profes-
sional job, despite what

some might say,” she
averred.  

Stewart went on to ex-
plain that being a CNA re-
quires spending numerous
hours with patients and that
nurses rely heavily on them
to be their eyes and ears,
often detecting changes
within the patients before
the nurses themselves. 

Being a CNA requires a
license through the State of
Florida’s Board of Nursing, a
clean background check and
a certification in CPR and
first aid. The CNA test con-
sists of a computer portion,
where multiple-choice ques-
tions are answered. A skills
portion is also given in which
the test taker performs an in-
direct greeting to a patient,
proper hand washing proce-
dure, how to properly assist
the patient in getting in and
out of a hospital bed and
wheelchair, how to help feed
the patient and what to do if
the patient is choking. 

Stewart makes her stu-
dents perform in front of an
evaluator as a test run in
preparation for the exam.  

PCT is remarkably simi-
lar to CNA, but the PCT prep
course does not require you
to take a state board exam.
Both professions work in
hospitals, but PCTs can also
work in home health aid,
which Stewart’s courses pre-
pare her students for, teach-
ing them the entry level
skills they need to get along. 

The CPR course is for
the everyday normal layper-
son, although it is required
as a prerequisite before en-
tering many of these jobs,
and the first aid course

teaches the basics of clean-
ing wounds correctly and so
on. 

The home health course
teaches skills such as house-
work and cooking for pa-
tients with assisted living
requirements, and the Med
Tech course preps students
for working with patients
within assisted living, pass-
ing out medications to pa-
tients, making beds properly,
and so on.

While all of this is going
on, Stewart is fortunate
enough to have her mother,
as well as her significant
other, who is currently her
business partner and keeps
her grounded with construc-
tive criticism. 

“I love my mother to
death; she’s always there for
me. My mother is my num-
ber one cheerleader; she al-
ways supports my ideas and
she is behind me 100 per-
cent,” she said adding that
her mother hands out flyers
in the community to help
Stewart with her business.

Another person who ad-
vances Stewart’s business
and enriches her student’s
lives is Ramonica Anderson,
a healthcare industry profes-
sional who hires many of
Stewart’s Med Techs after
graduation. She works di-

rectly with Stewart to assist
students in finding and plac-
ing them in jobs down the
road, thus solidifying yet an-
other aspect of their futures
in the professional health-
care industry. 

In the future, Stewart
wants to open up a larger fa-
cility with more instructors,
and perhaps starting a com-
panion business, for which
she plans to develop a class
that would offer job place-
ment right away. 

“I desire for them [my
students] to be successful
and to do more; it’s not about
me, it’s about them,” she
stated.

Her advice for future stu-
dents? “Don’t give up, don’t
ever give up, there are peo-
ple that want to help you and
see you succeed; and your
future starts here with Bri’s
Business Expo & Healthcare
Center.”

This mother of three is a
woman to watch. She and
her new healthcare center
are going places, and they
are taking St. Pete with
them.

You can get in touch with
Stewart through Facebook
or contact her directly at
(727) 487-1077. 

From HEART, page 1

Bri Stewart: Friend, encourager, mentor, forerunner and trailblazer
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ST. PETERSBURG —
This group of 20 young
women experienced their
first professional photo shoot
last Saturday as part of the
new 26-week training series
created by the Gathering of
Women, the same civic and
social organization that
brings us the annual Men
And Women of Distinction
Awards Ceremony each
spring.  

The Flower Girls, ages 5
to 17, is one of a growing
number of out-of-school pro-
grams exclusively for young
women and girls in south St.
Petersburg, and especially
designed for young women
from lower-income house-
holds who often don’t benefit
from gender-targeted pro-
grams. 

This Oct. 24, the young
ladies came dressed to im-
press as Gypsy Gallardo,
CEO of the 2020 Plan,  and
Pinellas County School
Board Member Rene Robin-
son Flowers guided them in
creating their own profiles
(soon to be published in the
Power Broker magazine),
and posing for full-body shots
by digital media artist Robert
Gallardo. 

Flowers – for whom the
Flower Girls group was
named – will continue to sup-
port the series. 

Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
executive director of the
Childs Park YMCA, which
hosted the event said: “I’m
grateful for these types of pro-
grams that start early with
the young ladies. Teaching
them self-respect, inspiring
confidence and introducing
to wonderful opportunities

encouraging them to blos-
som into the beautiful young
ladies I know they can be.”

“That’s the whole point of
the new Flower Girls pro-
gram,” said Samantha
Richardson, president of the
Gathering of Women. “Lov-
ing and training young
women, focusing on positive
social interactions and devel-
oping healthy attitudes.” 

The project also focuses
on increasing community in-
volvement, developing deci-
sion-making skills and
growing in tolerance for our
differences. 

The Flower Girls are
making their way around
town as well. The group has
visited  The Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, the Straw-
berry Festival,  the
Planetarium of St. Petersburg
, Power Through Play (tennis
and swimming), Gardening
with Ava  and Star Gazing and
Science at Vinoy Park. 

The girls will continue
their training series over the
next several weeks tackling
topics such as etiquette and
healthy eating, financial liter-
acy, and Introduction to The-
atre. 

Next winter and spring,
the Flower Girls will partici-

pate in “Girls Write Now,” a
literary arts training, as well
as gymnastics and dance,
modeling, and the science of
gardening.

The 10-year-old Gather-
ing of Women organization is
gearing up for a fun-filled hol-
iday season. 

The group will host a
fundraiser called Adult Game
Night for their children’s
Christmas party Nov. 21 from
8 p.m.-midnight at the St. Pe-
tersburg Country Club,
which will take partygoers
“back in the day” with games
they played as children such
as Monopoly, Twister and
Hungry Hungry Hippos. 

The Gathering will also
host their annual Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner Nov. 24 for the
children enrolled in their pro-
grams as well as with partner
organizations in the commu-
nity.

To learn more about the
Flower Girls or register for
the flower girls or Butterflies,
call (727) 433-1352 or contact
flowergirls.butterflies@gmail
.com. To connect with the
Gathering of Women, email
thegatheringfowomen@live.c
om  or visit Thegatheringof-
women.com. 

The Flower Girls first photo shoot 

ST. PETERSBURG –
Throughout  November and
December, volunteers in St.
Petersburg  will bake and
distribute hundreds of deli-
cious, fresh-baked Uhuru
Pies to benefit the independ-
ent\ black community-based
economic development pro-
grams of Black Star Indus-
tries (BSI)

A progressive holiday
tradition since 1981, Uhuru
Pies are handcrafted with
quality natural ingredients.
Tampa Bay residents look
forward to these world-fa-
mous apple crumb, pecan,
chocolate pecan, sweet po-
tato, pumpkin and top-
crusted Africa shaped apple
pies.

Named for the Swahili
word for “freedom,” Uhuru
Foods & Pies is a part of the
BSI, a global economic ini-
tiative to reclaim the pros-
perity and self-determination
of African people worldwide.

Uhuru Pies contributes
to BSI’s array of African-
owned economic projects
such as Planet Uhuru ap-
parel, Burning Spear Media,
and One Africa One Nation
Marketplaces.

BSI partners with the
African People’s Education
and Defense Fund, a non-
profit organization that is
changing lives through crit-
ically needed programs
such as the TyRon Lewis
Community Fitness Gym
and Wellness Program, free
Halloween Haunted Festival
in south St. Pete, the Uhuru
Jiko Community Commer-

cial Kitchen for culinary en-
trepreneurs and the forth-
coming African
Independence Workforce
Program to provide training
and employment for for-
merly incarcerated African
men and women.

Ona Zene Yeshitela, di-
rector of BSI, said: “This is
about African people coming
together to meet the needs

of all our people everywhere
for prosperity, decent hous-
ing, health and the ability to
contribute to the develop-
ment and well-being of our
people and society. All peo-
ple can support the vision of
independent economic de-
velopment for African peo-
ple.”

The nine-inch deep-dish
pies are priced between $10-
$20 and come in apple, apple
crumb, pumpkin, sweet po-
tato, pecan and chocolate
pecan. All Uhuru pies now
come in an individual five-
inch size.

Pickup in St. Pete/Pinel-
las area locations is available
between Nov. 14-25 and
Dec. 18-24 (see
uhurupies.org for locations,
dates and times). Delivery is
available for orders of 10 or
more pies.

Uhuru Pies invites
everyone to sell pies to
friends, family and cowork-
ers; you can organize a pie
tasting at job sites, schools
or place of worship, which
can be scheduled for groups
throughout November and
December. We are a volun-
teer-powered organization.

To order, volunteer or
host a pie tasting, go to
www.uhurupies.org. Email
stpete@uhurupies.org or
call 888-519-4022 for more
information.

Co-sponsored by the
non-profit African People’s
Education and Defense
Fund and Uhuru Foods &
Pies/Black Star Industries.

Uhuru Pies: Holiday tradition 
returns to St. Pete



more hands-on with clients,
and through this program
she is happy to learn new
skills to further her med-
ical career. 

“As for Mrs. Matthews,
I’m glad she’s here,” said
Stevenson. “She is very
passionate about what she
is teaching, and how she is
teaching so that I can un-
derstand it because I have
an 18 year old at home who
laughs at me on the com-
puter, so through this I get
to go home and show her
some stuff that she don’t
even know. Because of
what she’s teaching, we’re
all going to be running
somebody’s office when we
get out of here.” 

The many training mod-
ules include medical termi-
nology, coding, Microsoft
Office and the correct for-
mat of business emails. The
skills that students learn in
this program are skills they
can also use for employ-
ment in office manage-
ment/assistant jobs outside
of the medical field.  

“One of the things that
we’re focusing on in this

program is the soft skills
piece,” said Matthews. At a
recent meeting at St. Pe-
tersburg College, it was
mentioned that employers
are in search of potential
employees who have office
training and personable
skills. They are growing
tired of hiring staff without
personable skills. 

Since the office staff of
a medical facility are the
first people a patient inter-
acts with, Matthews wants
to make sure that her stu-
dents graduate knowing
the importance of first im-
pressions and customer
service in this career. 

“I believe in leveraging
your strengths, so we want
to strengthen the skills that
they already have and also
improve the ones that we
need to work on,” she said. 

Matthews likes to incor-
porate philosophical learn-
ing in her teaching because
she believes in the power of
thought, personal belief
and discipline. She has as-
signed them to read “Think
and Grow Rich” by
Napoleon Hill, and they

have a discussion about the
readings once a week. 

A current goal for the
program is to establish
business relationships with
medical employers in the
community who are willing
to provide internships for
students enrolled in the
program. Internship expe-
rience is something
Matthews believes will con-
tribute to her students’ em-
ployment qualifications. 

“I want to get them con-
nected with good, success-
ful organizations so that
they are working and have
good benefits,” she said. 

January is the next start
for this 12-month program,
and she would like to have
more people take advan-
tage of this training. Janu-
ary enrollees will be in the
same class and training as
the students currently en-
rolled, which will allow the
more experienced students
to mentor the new ones. 

Student Cynthia Green,
who has a career back-
ground as a hairstylist, en-
joys learning computer
skills in this program, and

looks forward to mentoring
the new students in Janu-
ary. 

“First of all, we have a
great instructor, so that just
makes it easier. We’re al-
ready mentoring and help-
ing each other in this class
so that’s going to make it

better for the next group
that comes in,” she ex-
plained. 

If you are interested in a
new career as a medical ad-
ministrative specialist or
are thinking about a switch
in careers and would like
more information, log onto

pcsb.org/myptc or call
(727) 893-2500. Financial
aid is available.

For professional med-
ical employers who want to
provide internships for the
students in this program,
please contact Traci
Matthews at 727-893-2500.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

  

From PTC, page 1

Are you looking for a career and not a job?

                          

L-R, Traci Matthews, Cynthia Green, Teresa Stevenson, 
Yvette Tensley and LaVaunja Poole.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Deadline: Postmarked
on or before Friday Decem-
ber 18, 2015

Purpose: This award,
given in honor of fallen sol-
dier Brittany Bria Gordon,
and funded by the Cedric
Gordon Family & Rouson
Family, is presented to a
student graduating from
high school who has
demonstrated:

1. Exceptional commu-
nity service

2. Commitment to aca-
demic success

3. Leadership skills
About Specialist Brit-

tany Bria Gordon (2 Oc-
tober 1988 - 13 October
2012)

SPC Brittany Bria Gor-
don was born October 2,
1988, to Brenda Thompson
and Cedric Gordon of St.
Petersburg, Florida.  She
graduated from St. Peters-
burg High School in 2006,
where she was captain of
the girls’ basketball team.
She attended the Univer-
sity of Florida and St. Pe-
tersburg College before
enlisting in the Army in
2010. 

SPC Gordon enlisted as
a 35F, Military Advanced
Individual Training at Fort
Huachuca, AZ in August
2010 before being assigned
to the 572nd Military Intel-
ligence Company, 2nd
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion.

While serving in the
572nd Military Intelligence
Company, she deployed in

support of Operation En-
during Freedom. On her
first deployment, SPC Gor-
don was assigned as the
lead military analyst in Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan provid-
ing intelligence support for
International Security As-
sistance Force and Afghan
National Directorate of Se-
curity.  

According to senior
leaders, SPC Gordon flour-
ished during the deploy-
ment, doing the work of a
more senior solider. Ac-
cording to fellow Soldiers,
she went on missions out-
side the wire to better un-
derstand her area of
operations.

On 13 October 2012,
SPC Gordon volunteered to
go out on a mission to set
the example for fellow jun-
ior soldiers. At approxi-
mately 10:30, she was
moving personnel and
equipment off a helicopter,
in preparation to conduct
an Operational Detachment
Alpha site survey with the
Afghan National Defense
Services. A suicide impro-
vised explosive device det-
onated, killing SPC
Gordon, another American
and four Afghan intelli-
gence employees including
the Deputy Intelligence Di-
rector for Kandahar Provi-
dence.

SPC Gordon will be re-
membered as a profes-
sional, intelligent leader
and a shining example of
the Army’s Warrior Ethos.

SPC Gordon never ac-
cepted defeat and never
quit as she and fellow sol-
diers spent countless hours
preparing for the deploy-
ment and updating senior
commanders on the secu-
rity situation around their
area of operations. She
made it her mission to
never leave a fallen com-
rade by constantly setting
the example for her fellow
soldiers and ensuring she
was always there for any-
one in need.  

Her memory will live
on through her smile, am-
bition, and energetic per-
sonality that touched the
lives of so many.

SPC Gordon is the first
female 35F Military Intelli-
gence Analyst killed in ac-
tion while serving in Iraq
or Afghanistan.  She is one
of the eight Military Intelli-
gence female Soldiers to
pay the ultimate price while
serving in these cam-
paigns.

Educational Incen-
tive Application: The
Brittany Bria Gordon
Excellence in Achieve-
ment Award

Award funded by the
Gordon & Rouson families
and presented annually at
the National Council of
Negro Women St. Peters-
burg Metropolitan Section
MLK Day Breakfast

To Apply, Please Sub-
mit the Following: 

• A completed applica-
tion form (below)

• A 350-500 word per-
sonal biography.  This
should include career
goals, leadership ability, ac-
tivities (school/commu-
nity) and an
accomplishment you are
most proud of, as well as
your long term goals for
life, after graduating from
college.

• A copy of the most re-
cent report card showing
your current GPA.

Qualifications

• Applicant must be a
senior enrolled in a Pinellas
County school, private or
public. He or she must
have a GPA of 2.5 or above
to be eligible (if your high
school does not use the 4.0
grading scale, please con-
vert to it). 

• Required for Dis-
bursement of Funds: An ac-
ceptance letter from an
accredited post-secondary
institution and documenta-
tion of registration for

courses
• Award Amount: $1000
Submission
Send your completed

application form, personal
biography and report card
to: 

National Council of
Negro Women (St. Peters-
burg Metropolitan Sec-
tion), P O Box 12452, St.
Petersburg, FL 33733.
ATTN: Education Incen-
tives Committee - Gordon
Scholarship.

Accepting applications for The Brittany Bria Gordon 
Excellence In Achievement Award
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Sunday        Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
                    A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday       Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesday  YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

727-896-4356

CHURCH DIRECTORY

SERVICES

  
 
 


 


   
   

Sunday School   9:30 a.m.
Praise Time   10:45 a.m.

Morning Worship   10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live - 

Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family
  

 

 







1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707

727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.




 

   
  


 
 



 

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










 
  
  

 

 
     

  
  















 
 
 



  




  
 





   
   
 
  




 



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com   
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 
 






 


Victory Christian Center Church







Sunday Worship* 

10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.




 

 

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. 
For more information about the other services and 

ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



  









Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.


Tutoring offered Tuesday & 

Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the pro-
fession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, pro-

claiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 










    
   
  
  
   



Order of Services:

 










 



 

  


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712

(727) 866-2567

 

SERVICES
Sunday School: 

8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 

9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.
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Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Bap-

tist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leader-
ship of  Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9:00 am for
Sunday School and at 10:15
am worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Chil-
dren Rising are held on

Wednesday evening, at 7 pm. 
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both in-
dividually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congrega-
tion and community to the
Glory of God. Living out these
principles results in a kaleido-
scope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encour-

age the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727-
321-9645)

“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8

Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240

Email:bchurch5@tam-
pabay.rr.com      Website:
www.bmmbc.org 

YOUR Church Ad 
Should Be HERE!

Contact: 
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
      

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone:  727-327-0015 • Fax:  727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net

Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.






SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Mission-
ary Baptist Church, its pas-
tor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its of ficial staf f of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, ex-
tends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doc-
trine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hun-
gry and thirsty for the word
of God.  At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Chris-
tians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.

Events for November
Nov 14 - Body Builders

Ministry Kickball Game-
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Nov 15 - Church Outing:
Macedonia M. B. Church,

Rubonia, FL 3 p.m.
Nov 16 - Christmas with

the Community Informa-
tional Dinner-6:30 p.m.

Nov 17 - Budget Com-
mittee Meeting 5:30 p.m.

Nov 19 - WIA Thank you
Fellowship: 7 p.m.

Nov 23 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving Bags

Nov 26 - Thanksgiving
Day-Church Office Closed

Nov 29 - Mission Empha-
sis during the Morning Wor-
ship Service: Christmas
with the Community Opera-
tion Love; Visitation with
the Sick and Shut-in after
Morning Worship

Nov 30 - Church Outing:
Rock of Jesus M. B. Church,
7 p.m.

Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.

Young Adult Ministry

(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30
a.m.

Baptist Training Union
is each Sun. 5 p.m. Mem-
bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Be-
lieve”.

Children and Youth Min-
istry Meetings are held
every Tues. at 6 p.m. Chil-
dren in the community are
welcomed to join us. 

Mime/Praise Dance Re-
hearsal on Sun. 2-4 p.m.

Sunday School Teach-
ers’ Meeting is held every
Tues. 7 p.m.

Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wed. 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wed. 7
p.m.

Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wed.
of each month 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
LOOKING FOR A PLACE

THAT SINNERS ARE WEL-
COMED?  The Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, the
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Of-
ficial Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a
cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
am or the 10:45 am worship serv-
ice, and Sunday Church School
at 9:30 am. Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved Fami-
lies.  “WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY)  AND AT 7:00 PM
– THE COMMUNITY IS WEL-
COMED TO JOIN US --  YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” WHERE WE ARE
STUDYING FROM 1ST JOHN,
CHAPTER 5. “MR. HARRISON
NASH” - THE WC VERY OWN
DISTRIBUTOR - WE KNOW
THAT JESUS HAS HEALING
HANDS!

A SPECIAL SPECIAL
THANKS GOES TO “RUSH
HOUR” THE CHICKEN AND
WAFFLE RESTAURANT FOR
THEIR SPONSORSHIP OF
OUR TRUNK OR TREAT
EVENT.

NOVEMBER AT A
GLANCE:

18TH / 38TH PASTOR &
FIRST FAMILY APPRECIA-
TION CELEBRATION

Deacon Arthur Reese, Hon-
orary Chair -- Sister Larnetta Pe-
terson & Minister Keith Riggins,
Joint Chairs

Theme: “CELEBRATING
THE LABORER THAT
DWELLS AMONG US” - Scrip-
ture:  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 -
Colors:  Purple – Gold & Black

The St. Petersburg Connec-
tion:  THE KICK-OFF SUNDAY

Sunday, November 8, 2015 at
7:45 am – Senior Pastor Dr. Deb-
orah R. Green, of Mount Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church will
be our Guest Speaker as we
begin Kick-Off  Sunday. 

Sunday, November 8, 2015 at
3:00 pm – Kick-Off Service – Pas-
tor Carlos L. Senior and the New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Family.

Thursday, November 12,
2015 – The Arrival of the Ohio
and South Carolina Connection-
Reception by Friendship Choir
Ministry.

Friday, November 13, 2015 –
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm – Celebration
In White, Ticket Donation
$10.00, The Upper Room.

The Miami Connection:
THE CULMINATION SERV-
ICES

Sunday, November, 15, 2015
– 7:45 am – Dr. Alphonso Jack-
son, Pastor of Second Baptist
Church, Miami, Florida.

Sunday, November, 15, 2015
– 10:45 am – Dr. Gaston Smith,
Pastor of Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Miami, Florida -

Dinner Served in the Upper
Room

Saturday, November 21,
2015 – 7:30 am – Leaving the
Church -  THE FLORIDA CLAS-
SIC – 2:00 pm KICKOFF –
Florida Citrus Bowl for your tick-
ets please contact the Petersons
at (727) 484-0857.  LET'S GO
“WILDCATS AND RATTLERS”

Thought for the Week:
When Christ ascended back to
heaven he gave gifts to the
church. One of those gifts was
pastors. You are a gift from God
to our church. (Ephesians 4:11)

Don't let “The Ship” sail with-
out you! For additional informa-
tion on any of the
announcements, please contact
us  by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida  33712 Church
Office:  (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net

NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbcthe-
ship.net & CLICK on  the PAS-
TOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Asso-
ciation Website: www.experi-
cencethecoast.com

NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH?  Call our Transporta-
tion Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.

Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Proj-
ect which is underway.

“Man that is born of a
woman is of a few days and
full of trouble (Job 14:1).”
Stress is a normal part of
life. Everyone has felt
stress at some point in their
lives.

There many things in
life that can cause us to feel
stressed or under pressure.
Loss is a major source of
stress. We feel stressed
when we experience the
loss of loved ones or even
the loss of job.  Some other
causes of stress are change
in residence or change in
transportation. Research
shows that two of the high-
est stressors are relocating

and getting married.
Stress is needed. It

helps us to learn, grow and
change. Like a guitar, we
require stress on the
strings of life to make
music. However, too much
stress causes the strings to
pop and there is no music.
We can have stressed with-
out being stressed out,
reaching a point where we
are unable to function and
complete normal daily
tasks.

Jesus said, “In this
world you will have tribula-
tion but in me, you will
have peace (John 16:33).”
As a result of our faith in

God’s unlimited supply, we
can have trouble and not be
troubled by our troubles.
When we stand firm on the
truth principles of the scrip-
tures, we may feel stressed
but we are not be stressed
out.  Jesus, the Christ,
gives us hope and the
power to overcome stress-
ful situations (John 14:1). 

When we af firm the
words, “I AM blessed,” we
are empowered to release
any stress, tension and anx-
iety. In the face of stress, af-
firm: I AM too blessed to be
stressed out!

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY, 
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM blessed - Part 2

Witness of the Kingdom Ministries
1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL

813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com

We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people 
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen

Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.

Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.


 



 

   

    

   

  



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