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BY INDHIRA SUERO
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Bishop Preston D.H.
Leonard, the living pastor
with the longest tenure as
minister of a single con-
gregation in the city still
remembers when his
grandfather, who was a
slave for 33 years, told him
never to stop learning and
working.

The leader of Christ

Gospel Church of St. Pe-
tersburg, located at 22
Second Ave. S, takes these
words seriously. For him,
there is no such thing as
retirement. Leonard has
seen the community
change in the 58 years he
has lived in south St. Pete.

“A black pastor is re-
ally different than most
white pastors. We, in the
black community, get
called for many things that
others pastors won’t have

to,” said Leonard. “I get
calls from people all the
way for what to do about
illness and I don’t know all
the answers, so now I’m
not just a pastor, but I’m a
person who is searching
for someone who can take
care of that person’s prob-
lem,” Leonard added.

Training white bosses
Leonard —originally

from Lloyd, Florida — wit-
nessed significant
changes in St. Petersburg

including two riots and in-
tegration.

He also was one of the
first black advisers to the
Pinellas County School
Board.

“When I look back and
see how things were and
where they have come
from, community-wise and
church-wise, I can stand
up and say thank you,
Lord,” said Leonard.

The preacher remem-

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Pete chapter of the
Association for the Study
of African American Life
and History (ASALH) cel-
ebrated receiving its na-
tional charter to officially
become a part of the or-
ganization headquartered
in the nation’s capital last
Sat., Oct. 24 at The Florida
Holocaust Museum.

With the mission to
promote, research, pre-
serve, interpret and dis-

seminate information
about black life, history
and culture to the global
community, this month’s
meeting featured Patricia
Alsup, who was recently
appointed by President
Obama as the U.S. Ambas-
sador to the Republic of
The Gambia.

“I want to say how
thrilled I am that there is
this chapter of ASALH
here in St. Petersburg,”
said Alsup, who grew up
in St. Pete and is the

See BISHOP  pages 5
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Benefit
held for
local victim
of fire
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The road to Gambia

Grow your
future at
PTC

Jacklyn-Rhea Wildey

BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The horticulture program
at Pinellas Technical Col-
lege (PTC) offers those
with green thumbs a
chance to be creative
artists with nature as their
canvas, and those with
business in mind a way to
be entrepreneurs.  

Instructor Jacklyn-Rhea
Wildey took over the de-
partment in January of this
year following her prede-
cessor’s retirement, and
she aims to prepare stu-
dents for the real world of
nursery and landscape
management.  

Horticulture is a very
science-heavy industry. Sci-
ence determines how to
treat plants, and the best
methods both for conserv-
ing time, resources and the
future health of the plant. 

There are three levels
to the program. Level A in-
troduces students to chem-
istry and botany. Levels B
and C incorporates it into
business knowledge, which
helps the students make
the best decisions about
profits and loss, whether
they are working for some-
one else or working for
themselves. This cuts down
on environmental waste
and/or environmental haz-
ards. 

BY JULIA RUDGERS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –The
Fourth of July is a time for bar-
beques, family, patriotic re-
membrance, and of course,
fireworks. Some of us simply
look forward to a quiet and
restful night in. This was the
case for Diana Jackson and
her husband. The south St.
Petersburg residents who re-
tired early for the evening
took no notice of the night’s
festivities.

All was well, until stray
fireworks launched from a
neighboring house landed on
the Jackson’s wooden back
porch.

The fire started between
the hours of 11 p.m. and mid-
night, as later reported by the
fire marshal. However, it was
not until around 3 a.m. that
Jackson and her husband
were awakened by the shouts
of neighbors and the sounds
of the fire. 

Trapped in a hazy state be-
tween sleep and distress, Jack-
son was utterly terrified.
When she awoke, both the
bedroom and the front room
of the house were already
aflame.

“When I woke up, there
was smoke and burning and

Bishop Preston D.H. Leonard shows the flags of some of the countries 
he has traveled to for humanitarian labors.

Diana Jackson




Patricia and Yvonne Alsup
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Dear Editor,
Before every presidential

election we always tend to
say “this is the most impor-
tant election in our lifetime.”
This time this narrative
might be true. I have been
watching national elections
since I was 10 years old.
When other kids were
watching cartoons and play-
ing with crayons, I could
identify the platforms of all
the major candidates in the
Republican and Democratic
parties.

I was a nerd before we
knew what nerds were.
However, I cannot remem-
ber any election cycle as puz-
zling and possibly
consequential as the present
one we’re in now.

Not since 1968 has there
been a bit more drama, prop-
aganda and misinformation.
In 1968 the country was
dealing with was Vietnam
War, which lasted more than
10 years. The assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and the riots afterwards
highlighted the intense
racial divisions. Also, the as-
sassination of Robert
Kennedy prompted the first
major anti-gun law.

Forty-seven years later in
2015, we are still wrestling
with some of the same is-
sues. A war in Afghanistan
and the escalation of the war
into Syria and Iran has lasted
longer than Vietnam. Since
1968, more Americans have
been killed by handgun vio-
lence than in all of the wars
in our nation’s history.

Ninety people a day; high
school, college students and
even children in kinder-

garten have been killed.
Those are the headlines.
Today in Florida the state
legislature is actually talking
about having college stu-
dents bring guns to school.
With a permit of course.

Most murders are not
political or the heartbreak-
ing killings that went on this
summer in Charleston, S.C.,
of people in attending
church, most gun violence
happens in the home be-
tween love ones or friends
who got upset about some-
thing. For whatever reason,
90 people a day in the United
States.

This is not a problem that
can be solved by simply op-
posing the National Rifle As-
sociation; President Obama
or Vice President Biden can-
not preach at enough funer-
als. This is a moral issue
whether you believe in car-
rying guns or not. Ninety
people a day should be unac-
ceptable.

Republicans like Donald
Trump say they want to
make America great again.
As if somehow America went
down in greatness under
President Obama. The politi-
cal pundits like Joe Scarbor-
ough say Americans don’t
feel strong anymore. Why? Is
it because President Obama
tried to make healthcare bet-
ter for more Americans? 

Do Republicans only feel
great when we have Ameri-
can soldiers policing the
world? Maybe they would
feel great about America if
we had more soldiers dying
in Iran and the Ukraine fight-
ing against the Russians and
the Iranians.

But when it comes to gun
control, all they talk about is
the right to bear arms.
Somehow the Republicans
don’t see the greatness of
America is being civilized.
You don’t see this gun vio-
lence in Japan, Britain or
even Canada. Not even per-
centage wise.

Conservative thought, at
least by the present crop,
said you cannot spend your
way out of social problems,
but they cannot spend
enough money fighting wars. 

In this election cycle, one
guy insults women, Mexi-
cans and even prisoners of
war and his poll numbers go
up. One woman running for
president fired 30,000 people
while she was also shown
the door. She hasn’t been
hired since but she wants to
be president. Dr. Carson, a
brilliant neurosurgeon, gets
his political street credit by
insulting the president at a
prayer dinner. He’s a Chris-
tian who conveniently for-
gets this is the United States
and not Israel of the Bible.

Yes this may be the most
important presidential elec-
tion since 1968, and maybe
for not all the right reasons.

Rivers-Cleveland

90 a day
Dear Editor:
We must pay attention

to the dialogue of all those
that come into our com-
munity and offer commen-
tary on the “five failed
schools saga.” While
Arnie Duncan has it cor-
rect that that the state of
our school are in can be
equated to “education mal-
practice,” the dialogue that
he is perpetuating, just as
the Tampa Bay Times did,
is that black children can’t
learn if they attend
schools with other black
children. This is another
attempt to retell our narra-
tive. 

What is even more dis-
turbing is that African
Americans have begun to
sing that song not under-
standing what they are
saying. The truth in Pinel-
las County is that black
children in Pinellas
County schools have not
been learning for a very
long time. It wasn’t until
our children were placed
back in neighborhood
schools that the depth of
the problem was high-

lighted.
People such as Marva

Collins, Harlem School
zone Founder Jeffery
Canada and Capital
Preparatory Founder
Steve Perry have taught
poor black children with
great success. The three
things these individuals
have in common were an
expectation that our chil-
dren could learn in spite of
their socio-economic sta-
tus. They had the knowl-
edge base to place the
appropriate strategies in
place to teach our children
and they were committed.

If our children are to
ever be free from the sys-
temic social injustices as-
sociated with education,
those that look like them
must unequivocally and
unapologetically reject the
notion that our children
stopped learning when
they were placed in
schools together and the
notion that parents bare
the blunt of the blame. 

Poor teacher prepara-
tion, inappropriate alloca-
tion of public resources,

public leaders who had lit-
tle to no interest in our
children’s academic suc-
cess until they were called
out are the reasons that
our children have not per-
formed as strongly as we
know they can!  

Those are the facts and
we must not get caught up
in the narrative that is
being intentionally spun
by those who have histori-
cally demonstrated very
little concern about the so-
cial injustices that have
run rampant in this com-
munity for years.

Maria L. Scruggs

Our lives, our story

ST. PETERSBURG –
More than 400 members
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. will join to-
gether for the South At-
lantic Region Cluster II
Conference beginning
Fri., Nov. 13 and conclud-
ing the next day at the
beautiful Hilton Carillon
Hotel in St. Petersburg.

The purpose of the
conference is for members
to share in “The Power of
The Pearl Connection” by
focusing on the sorority’s
programmatic thrust,
“Launching New Dimen-
sions of Service.” During
the conference weekend,
members expect to donate
hundreds of backpacks
filled with school supplies
to Pinellas County Schools
Homeless Education As-
sistance Team (HEAT)
program. The effort is
part of a community serv-
ice project to assist home-
less students in pre-K to
12th grade.

In addition to sisterly
fellowship, enriching
workshops and recogni-
tion of outstanding serv-
ice, members will also
participate in a special Fri-
day night HBCU-themed
reception, “Friday Night

Live” as part of this two-
day event.

The Cluster, under the
dynamic leadership of
South Atlantic Regional
Director Sharon Brown
Harriott and Cluster II Co-
ordinator Donna Douglas,
consists of 11 graduate
chapters and three under-
graduate chapters from
areas including Orlando,
Lakeland, Tampa, Clear-
water, Bradenton and Ft.
Myers. 

This year’s Cluster II
Conference planning is
hosted by the members of
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter along with confer-
ence chairman, Manitia
Moultrie and co-chairs

Sharon Jackson and Yolun-
dra Whitehead.

About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard Univer-
sity. Led by International
President Dorothy Buck-
hanan Wilson, the organi-
zation connects thousands
of college-trained women
who give of themselves to
support community service
projects and scholarship
programs.

For more information,
visit www.AKA1908.org.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Dr. J. Cedric Thornton, MD,
the first black dermatologist
in St. Petersburg, closes his
private practice.  For 28
years he served the commu-
nity with the best dermato-
logical medicines and expert
professional medical skin
care. 

Since August, the office
at 6499 38 Ave. S has sat
empty, but a closed office
doesn’t mean retirement.
Thornton is now employed
at the VA Hospital.

Before closing his pri-
vate practice, he and his
wife, Joyce, did a lot of soul
searching and gave the idea
a considerable amount of
thought.  Leaving his pa-
tients and staff, many of
whom had been with him
since he opened his practice

in 1987, was not an easy
thing to do.  

Thornton will always
cherish all the fond, wonder-
ful, memories from his pa-
tients, who have shared
their lives with him, both
personal and professional,
and especially the “fish chat”
stories.

After serving nine years
in the United States Air
Force, achieving the best
dermatological medical
training and becoming a
flight surgeon for four years,
Thornton decided to move
to St. Petersburg with the in-
fluence of longtime friends,
Drs. Ken and Nancy Bryant. 

Once a month, Thornton
volunteered his services to
the Greenwood Community
in Clearwater at the Willa
Carson Health Center for

many years.
On behalf of Thornton

and his office staff, they
would like to thank all of
their patients for their val-
ued loyalty.  He will be eter-
nally grateful that he had the
opportunity to know and
serve you.

Dr.  Thornton closes private practice

St. Petersburg AKA Chapter to Host
Cluster II Conference Nov. 13-14
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 


  
 

   
  

 





OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728

WWW.WRXB.US

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




If you are female and were born in 1966 

at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out to Attorney 

Al & Margaret Thompson, please call (662) 708-1627. 

Your birth mother is desperately trying to find you. 

Mother seeking daughter

 
 
 





 






ANALYSIS OF IMPEDIMENTS TO FAIR HOUSING CHOICE
Pinellas County and the cities of Clearwater, Largo and St. Petersburg are working in 
collaboration with the Pinellas County Office of Human Rights to conduct an Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice.
You are invited to attend one of two public forums scheduled in October and November in order
to share comments regarding obstacles or barriers that you or other persons you know may have
observed or experienced regarding fair housing choice.

Public Forums
Tuesday, October 27, 2015 Thursday, November 19, 2015
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Enoch Davis Center County 440 Building
1111 – 18th Avenue South 440 Court Street
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 Clearwater, FL 33756

For persons of Limited English Proficiency who would like to attend one of the forums, there
will be County or City staff members fluent in Spanish in attendance at the public forums.  
Additionally, there will be an opportunity to provide written comments in English as well as
other languages.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in
one of the public forums, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.
Should you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 S. Fort Harrison
Avenue, 5th Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756; telephone: (727) 464-4880.  Hearing impaired persons,
please use (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).

On-line Survey
An online survey, designed to solicit public comments and feedback, will also be available on
the Pinellas County Office of Human Rights website in November 2015.  The survey is designed
to solicit comments from interested persons, agencies and entities regarding impediments to fair
housing (i.e. advocacy groups and non-profit organizations; government agencies/housing 
authorities; property/condo association managers and professionals; neighborhood associations,
Realtors, mortgage lenders, community redevelopment officers, community residents, etc.).

Background
The federal Fair Housing Act requires that housing and community development programs 
administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) affirmatively
further fair housing.  As a recipient of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding,
the governmental jurisdictions described above are required to conduct an assessment of the 
barriers to housing choice and develop a plan for overcoming the impediments identified.
The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice reviews impediments or barriers that affect
the rights of fair housing choice.  The Analysis of Impediments reviews State and local laws, 
regulations, and administrative policies, procedures and practices; assesses how these laws affect
location, availability, and accessibility of housing; evaluates conditions, both public and private,
affecting fair choice for all protected classes; and assesses the availability of affordable accessible
housing.
Under federal anti-discrimination law, a protected class is a person which cannot be targeted for
discrimination.  The following characteristics are considered “protected classes” under federal
law:  race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, familial status, citizenship, disability,
veteran status, and genetic information status.
Prior to December 31, 2015, the Pinellas County Office of Human Rights will prepare a final 
report titled “Assessment of Fair Housing,” which will be made available for submission to HUD,
circulation to the public and posting online on County and City websites.

Comments
Written comments regarding impediments to fair housing choice 
can also be directed in writing to Mark Esparza, Pinellas County Office
of Human Rights, 400 S. Fort Harrison Avenue, 5th floor, 
Clearwater, FL 33756, phone number (727) 464-4880; e-mail: 
mesparza@pinellascounty.org.  The deadline for submitting written
comments is Monday, November 30th.



BY EMMA COOPER
CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Following their September
meeting, members of the
Zeta Amicae Auxiliary
have spent numerous
hours talking to other
women who might have
an interest in being in-
volved in activities that will
provide services that ben-
efit local communities. 

An adult auxiliary of
the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated, Zeta Amicae
were organized nationally
in 1948.  They are a group
of women from 18 to 80
who work along with the
members of post-college
chapters of the Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority to serve
their community.  

The St. Petersburg
chapter has been organ-
ized more than 45 year.
This is not just a social
group (though social activ-
ities are included).  In-
deed, it is an intensely
dedicated group of women
who follow an organized
plan through which they
work with the local Zetas
to fulfill national projects
that make life better for
many who are experienc-
ing extreme challenges
with health crises and
daily life issues. 

The local chapter of
Zeta Amicae meets
monthly to plan and pre-
pare for the community
projects in which they will
be engaged. Members
meet other days within the
month to make, pack, col-
lect or shop for whatever
they need to implement
those plans and to suc-
cessfully complete com-
munity service projects
they have chosen. 

After the preparation,
these caring ladies dis-
perse into pairs or small
groups and go to homes or
health facilities where
those who need them are
located.  The group’s pres-
ident, Jo Lampley, spoke
of the satisfaction she feels
when she completes any
activity, any day she has
the opportunity to do
something for someone,
old or young.  

“It is an awesome feel-
ing when we go to visit,
provide information, can
write a letter or make a
telephone call that relieves
anxiety or makes someone
feel better.  I thank the
Lord that he has made my
life comfortable and I
thank Him for letting me
share that comfort with
others,” said Lampley.

This season’s projects
mirror those of the Zetas
as both groups are
presently involved in proj-
ects that include the eld-
erly, active veterans and
spending time with the
children and families at
the Ronald McDonald
House.  

These projects are on
going year after year, but
there are varied special
projects that call for time

and resources within spe-
cific months such as the
prematurity campaign and
walk by the March of
Dimes, the Cancer Walk
for Life, the Heart Associ-
ation’s Activities and the
voter registration activi-
ties. 

Working with the
youth as tutors and men-
tors requires regularly
scheduled time also, de-
pending on the needs of
south St. Petersburg’s
children.

Want to know more
about the Zeta Amicae?
Are you interested in be-
coming a member?  Just
call (727) 327-9269, and
ask to speak to Jo Lamp-
ley, or call (727) 510-3214,
and ask for Lisa Wilson,
Zeta Amicae Advisor. 

The most important re-
quirements for member-
ship include good
character, the ability to be
a role model for children,
honesty, dependability, the
desire to help others and
time to prepare and com-
plete community projects.   

The Zeta Amicae Aux-
iliary is waiting for you.
Why not give them a call
today?  The community
needs your commitment
and service.

Zeta Amicae Seeking New Members
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BY DEXTER MCCREE 
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Before the morning sun has
risen in its place, a group of
business owners are al-
ready in motion meeting
people whom they had not
known to share ideas that
had not been heard, to
make life better for people
they have not met. 

The group is called Cir-
cle of Success, and they
share the concept that it’s
more profitable to focus on
giving than receiving.
Givers indeed gain much
more.

“I think we have all
picked the right time to be
in the Circle of Success,”
said Tom Berry, a financial

planner and president of the
group. “There are a lot of
things to be excited about
in our chapter.  The tone of
our last leadership meeting
was to heat things up in the
chapter, laser focus on get-
ting more referrals, inten-
tional one to ones.  It’s an
exciting time for us.”

With over 180,000 
members worldwide, BNI
(Business Network Interna-
tional) is the largest 
business networking organ-
ization in the world. Last
year alone, they generated
6.6 million referrals result-
ing in $8.6 billion dollars’
worth of business for its
members. We offer mem-
bers the opportunity to
share ideas, contacts and
most importantly, business

referrals.
The philosophy of BNI

is built upon the idea of
“giver’s gain.”  By giving
business to others, you will
get business in return. This
is predicated on the age-old
idea of, “What goes around
comes around.”

The mission is to help
members increase their
business through a struc-
tured, positive, and profes-
sional word-of-mouth
program that enables them
to develop long-term, mean-
ingful relationships with
quality business profession-
als. 

“It’s powerful when peo-
ple are dedicated in a net-
work to help one another,
and that’s what happens in
Circle of Success,” stated
Roy James, Jr., an insurance
broker and one of the core
starters of the group. “We
welcome business associ-
ates with a heart to do good
and committed to be suc-
cessful.”

Dr. Ivan Misner is the
founder and chief visionary
officer of BNI, which is the
world’s largest business
networking organ. Founded
in 1985, they now have over
7,000 chapters throughout
every populated continent

of the world. 
Misner’s is a New York

Times bestselling author
who has written 20 books
including his latest release
“Who’s In Your Room?”

He is a columnist for En-
trepreneur.com and Fox
Business News. He is the
senior partner for the Refer-
ral Institute, a referral train-
ing company with trainers
around the world. 

Called the “Father of
Modern Networking” by
CNN and one of the “Top
Networking Experts to
Watch” by Forbes, Misner is
considered one of the
world’s leading experts on
business networking. He
has been featured in the
L.A. Times, Wall Street Jour-
nal and New York Times, as
well as numerous TV and
radio shows including
CNN, CNBC, the BBC and
The Today Show on NBC.

The Circle of Success
network started with a core
group of Berry, James and
Attorney Cathy Blackburn.
From the humble begin-
nings, the network has
grown to 31 members in
less than a year.

Every Tuesday morn-
ing this faithful “Circle of
Success” is in motion shar-

ing a concept that it’s more
profitable to focus on giving
than receiving. It’s the BNI

way. Givers indeed gain
much more.BNI Chapter- “Circle of Success”

LJ Rebhan – photographer

Tom Barry

Roy James Jr.

Givers gain!
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bers when certain occupa-

tions belonged only to black
people. He said he trained
three of his bosses only be-
cause they did not know the
job, but they were white.

“I made much less
money than they did, but it
was a job,” Leonard said.
“In the city of St. Peters-
burg, [African Americans]
were garbage collectors
and street workers. When
you went to an office, there
were no people of color,
now things changed,” he
stated.

Black Ministry
During his ministry,

Leonard — also the Presid-
ing Bishop of Christ King-
dom International
Fellowship and the Interna-
tional Bishop of the Christ
Gospel Churches of Ja-
maica, and Haiti— has
helped people with health
issues, those who are incar-
cerated and others with fi-
nancial problems.

“I’m gonna try to do my
duty here. Now, I don’t do
much of the preaching I
have an assistant pastor
[Tony B. Young Jr.] who is
very capable and is also a
person very educational-
minded,” said Leonard.

He recommends to
young pastors not to look at
the pulpit as a quick way of
getting rich; rather he ad-
vises them to take on the
mind of a servant.

“You may not make as
much as some other mega
pastor, you may not drive
the best automobile, but if
you could really gain the
trust and heart of
people, [you could] really
find what real ministry is.

It’s not just preaching a ser-
mon on Sunday morning,”
Leonard said.

Needs
Leonard considers that

south St. Pete’s young black
males need help to attain
livable jobs.

“There is a great gap,”
he said explaining that
some people jump to con-
clusions. “They say you’re
lazy, you’re not doing well,
there are a lot of things they
use as a reason there is a
gap,” Leonard continued.
“The problem is they’re
going to their own mental
interpretation and gather-
ing information from their
background,” he explained.

The past president of
the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance (IMA)
also considers that educa-
tion is vital and affirms that
he not only tries to encour-
age it but tries to help.

“We help finance educa-
tion here, for people in
other countries, [and] col-
lege students. We will pay
for a book or at least give
them part of the book
stipend. I feel we’re helping
the entire society when we
do that. I still go to semi-
nars, travel, study, read
books, and I try to learn
continually,” Leonard said.

Legacy
This minister has

helped the community for
more than five decades, but
how does he help himself?

According to Leonard,
for personal issues, he finds
love and support from his
family. For community
problems, he looks for help
from people in the neigh-
borhood.

“My wife [Virginia] and
I were parents of seven chil-
dren, six of them still alive.
So far as help for encour-
agement, that’s all I need to
do. My kids really spoil me;
they take care of me with
food, clothes and even try
to boss me,” Leonard said
cheerfully. “With the com-
munity, when something is
bigger than me, I call others
to help.”

When he dies, Leonard
wishes that, more than
sending flowers to his fu-
neral, his friends would con-
tribute to the missions of

his church.
“I have no regrets of 57

years here in St. Pete. I
have been through a lot; I
have had a lot of problems,”
Leonard said. “I have noth-
ing to complain about. I am
just glad to be a part of the
community. I can look back
and say if I would die today,
I have really been blessed
by people.”

Indhira Suero is a re-
porter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the Univer-
sity of South Florida St. Pe-
tersburg.

Doing God’s will
From BISHOP  pages 10

Pastor Leonard has more than 50 years at 
Christ Gospel Church of St. Petersburg.

Pastor Leonard and 
his secretary Alphonso White Jr.

Rev. Preston D.H. Leonard circa 1978.
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Once students com-

plete half of the 11-month
course, they are allowed
to participate in intern-
ships where they spend
half their time interning
for an employer and half
their time in class. How-
ever, Wildey prefers for
the students to focus fully
on the course, and help
get them employment
after graduation. She sees
that internships for a stu-
dent in this program can
be overwhelming because
of the difficulty to balance
the program work with
the extra outside work
that comes with interning. 

A lot of the first jobs
students obtain out of the
program are entry-level
positions such as retail
and wholesale gardeners.
Some students get jobs
with breeders, which are
people who breed new va-
rieties of plants such as a
popular color and/or a
certain size. They can also
work in landscape man-
agement, which is intro-
duced in the Level A
phase. 

There is a high de-
mand for skilled workers
in the horticulture field.
When a student com-
pletes the program,
Wildey sends the comple-

tion information to em-
ployers. Students who get
an interview generally get
the job, and since there is
a high volume of employ-
ers, students usually get a
job in the area that they
want to live. 

“I enjoy it because it in-
volves a lot of different
perspectives on how peo-
ple see the plants that
they’re handling,” said
Wildey in regards to the
dynamic classroom in-
struction. “I’m always ask-
ing them, ‘What are your
ideas on the things that
we’re presenting, and how
would you make decisions
for yours,’ and then every-
body gets to hear it so I’m
not only giving it to the
nursery managers but the
nursery managers are
hearing what the land-
scape managers have to
say.” 

Wildey developed a cu-
riosity for horticulture at
the age of nine, and knew
from that point she
wanted to work in the
field. Obtaining a retail
gardening job in high
school, she went on to re-
ceive a master’s degree in
Environmental Horticul-
ture from the University
of Florida.  Prior to work-
ing at PTC, she worked in

retail gardening in
Dunedin. 

One specific goal she
has for the program is to
incorporate the business
aspect for both nursery
and landscape turf man-
agement.

“A lot of people don’t
realize how extensive run-
ning a business is. There
are a lot of concepts that
people don’t really under-
stand as far as making the
business profitable,” she
said.

She explained that
usually a new landscaper
would look at a project
and undercharge not real-
izing all that goes into an
assignment, leaving them
in the negative. 

There are currently 14
students enrolled in the
program, which encom-
passes all three levels:
Landscape Management,
Landscape Turf Manage-
ment and Nursery Man-
agement. Next enrollment
date for the program be-
gins Jan. 5. Classes are
held Mon. - Fri. from 
7-12:15 p.m.

If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit pcsb.org/myptc
or call (727) 893-2500. Fi-
nancial aid is available.

From PTC, page 1

Nursery & Landscape and Turf Management at PTC

Jacklyn-Rhea Wildey shows off the butterfly garden.

BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Winthrop “Will” Newton,
candidate for the District 7
City Council seat, opened
up in part about his per-
sonal life, but was decid-
edly focused on the goals
he has for the city if
elected.  

Newton is the youngest
of eight children, two years
younger than his city coun-
cilmember brother, Wen-
gay Newton, who he’s
hoping to replace. He gives
credit to his mother for in-
stilling the desire in him to
look out for others. His
mother raised five boys and
three girls by herself, and
this made for tough times.
He watched his mother
work a lot to support them.
The movie, “The Help” re-
minds him of the kind of
work his mother did.  

“Basically she’s in-
structed us to always look
out for each other,” Newton
said of his late mother He
believes his mother’s
strong work ethic was
handed down to him by the
way she reared her chil-
dren while living in south
St. Pete.

In high school he
worked at McDonald’s and
eventually became a shift
manager. “I was there
when they were wearing
the brown paper hats and
polyester pants,” he said

with a laugh.
Since he’s always had

the desire to help others,
he thought that working as
a firefighter would be the
career best suited for him.
After high school he en-
rolled in what is now
known as Pinellas Techni-
cal College in the Fire
Academy. When that
course was completed he
attended St. Petersburg
Junior College to become
an Emergency Medical
Technician. Working as a
firefighter he learned to
take the good with the bad
that comes along with that
line of work. 

“If I ever got a call that
was an abusive situation—
that was never good,” said
Newton. “Especially if it
was with a child or a fe-
male, but you know you go
to those and you have to try
to do the best you can to
work the call. But it does
bother you when you see
someone being treated a
certain way when they can’t
fight back for themselves.” 

Some of his most re-
warding experiences were
medical calls. The satisfac-
tion he receives from re-
sponding to an elderly
person having trouble
breathing or to someone
whose blood sugar had
dropped dangerously low is
a result of the genuine care
he has for others inculcated
in him by his mother.  

He considers the fire-

fighters he’s worked with
through the years as his
family. He has relied on his
firefighter brothers and sis-
ters for support as they
have on him when times
have been challenging ei-
ther from work of their per-
sonal lives. 

Newton has never been
one to shy away from a
challenge such as hiking on
the Appalachian Trail,
which starts in Georgia and
ends in Maine. He and his
fellow firefighters enjoyed
the challenges of the trail
and the camaraderie they
shared. 

Taking on the chal-
lenges the city is faced with
is something Newton as-
pires to do. He wants to
help pave a positive way for
the homeless and help cre-
ate stable futures for the
city’s children.

A sit down with Newton
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238

(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201

sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY





Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR HELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)

FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR

WEBSITE
www.foodaddicts.org

 


 


 







   





  






  












 
 

  
 



BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch hosted the last city
council candidate debate at
the Enoch Davis Center
last Mon., Oct. 26 in front of
a packed auditorium.

Present for the some-
times ferocious conversa-
tion  and last-chance
platform promotion effort
were six year City Coun-
cilmember Steven Kornell
and challenger Philip Gar-
rett for the District 5 race
and Lisa Wheeler-Brown
and Winthrop “Will” New-
ton for the District 7 race.

With one week left be-
fore the election, each can-
didate was determined to
solidify their position and
what they would do if
elected to city council.
Moderating the forum was
Adam C. Smith, nationally
acclaimed Tampa Bay
Times political editor.

“If you’re doing the job
right I believe you’re listen-
ing to your community,”
said Kornell. He added that
“public safety is one of the
top issues.” He punctuated
this point by citing his in-
volvement with the once
crime-riddled and rundown
Mariner’s Point Apartment
complex to get it under new
management.

“I spent three straight
years working on that and
dogging an out-of-town
landlord and out-of-town
management company into
doing the right thing,” he
said. For Kornell the right
thing was to start an apart-
ment community program
with the St. Petersburg Po-
lice Department “to make
sure there are some basic
safety things being done.”

Kornell emphasized his
hands on dedication to edu-
cation as a school social
worker that works with
youth every day.

“I don’t work with kids
who are doing well, I work
with kids who are doing
their very worst,” said Kor-
nell. “I work with kids who
have been abused, who live
in cars and so I get what
that means.” 

In responding to this sit-

uation, Kornell turned to
the Juvenile Welfare Board
(JWB) and created the 21st
Century Learning Pro-
gram, a program that was
very influential on youth at
John Hopkins Middle
School at the turn of the
last century.

“I’ve been working for
and advocating for early
childhood education for the
past 10 years,” said Kornell.
He feels that education and
economic development are
vital to the productive
health and growth of south
St. Petersburg. 

Garrett threw in that
he’s a God-fearing family
man and the father of three.
“My footprints run through
this community every-
where and I’m here to advo-
cate for you.” 

He implored the audi-
ence members to look at
the last six years and ask
themselves: “What has the
city council done for you…
and if you feel that these
things haven’t been done,
it’s time for new leader-
ship!”

With that statement,
Garrett drew the definitive
divide between his platform
and that of his opponent.
He would later slam a com-
ment made by Newton
about Wheeler-Brown that
imposed political limita-
tions when he stated that
maybe she should run for
the school board because
her major concerns were
relative to education, a
comment that received
negative feedback from the
audience. 

Indeed, Garrett stood
out as the firebrand among
the four candidates. He
warned residents about the
Community Redevelop-
ment Area (CRA) projects
coming into town with little
results. He told them to get
a copy and read it thor-
oughly. 

Garrett, like the other
candidates, feels that early
childhood education is
paramount to turning
around the schools labeled
as failure factories in St. Pe-
tersburg.  

“We need to focus on
our 1 to five years olds be-
cause they’re struggling

just like our middle school-
ers are struggling,” said
Garrett. His concerns
about getting handle on
struggling students during
their first four years of
school is a strategy consis-
tently echoed in educa-
tional research journals
worldwide.

Newton introduced
himself as the District Vice
President of the Florida
Professional Firefighters
organization whose duties
take him to Tallahassee
where he works “hard for
working class families to
ensure your benefits and
salaries and making sure
we get some pretty good
laws passed.”

He boasted of working
with JWB to bring pro-
grams into the Childs Park
area, such as Change for
Youth Development.

Last to introduce her-
self was Wheeler-Brown
who is running against
Newton for a City Council
seat in District 7.

“My record of service
began when I joined the
Military,” said Wheeler-
Brown. “The first thing
they teach you is to lead
from the front and you
don’t follow any crowd.
After being past president
of St. Petersburg’s Council
of Neighborhood Associa-
tions, one of my roles was
to bring neighborhoods to-
gether to solve issues that
affected us all.”

Wheeler-Brown would
point out how she faced
problems head-on when re-
lating to the murder of son
and the struggle to finally
apprehend the suspect who
is now serving three con-
secutive life sentences.

She calmly lashed out at

her opponent and some of
his supporters for saying
she is profiting from her
son’s murder. She summed
up what she feels is foul
play as dirty politics. 

“The people of the com-
munity deserve someone
better, they deserve some-
one who is going to advo-
cate for the concerns of the
community,” she said.

One hot issue of the
night was the CRA and the
strengths and challenges it
has.

Wheeler-Brown –
“What I’m excited about is
this time there will be ac-
countability. Accountability
and transparency so that
the residents will know ex-
actly where the money is
going…that they are get-
ting what they need in the
community. We didn’t have
that before.”

Newton – “This one is
funded because we’ve had

many (CRA projects) that
didn’t have a dedicated
funding source.”

He went on to say that
he would like to see the
land where Tropicana Field
sits be brought back into
the Southside TIF (Tax In-
crement Financing) so that
the area will have a funding
source that will move
quicker towards project in-
vestment and funding. 

The challenge he feels
is stopping the cycle of
poverty that exists in Dis-
trict 6 and 7. 

Garrett said that a large
portion of the CRA money
should be used for infra-
structure to attract busi-
nesses and he wants
quarterly reports to track
the money. He reminded
everyone that CRAs have
come to Midtown before
and the area is still
blighted. 

“So we must make sure

that the money is fol-
lowed…We have to make
sure they are held account-
able…and I will be there to
hold them accountable like
many have not been,” said
Garrett.

Kornell started by re-
setting the tone for himself
and audience by stating he
has a “positive message
and I’m going to stick to it.”

“What’s different about
this one is that we’ve never
had a TIF before, a funding
source to go along with the
CRA. The other thing that
is phenomenal is that the
city went to the County
Commission and said that
we can use this source
legally for infrastructure
but there’s a need to use it
for people and it can be
used that way by the state,
but we need you to make it
happen (on a local level).”

Steven Kornell Philip Garrett Winthrop “Will” Newton Lisa Wheeler-Brown

Hot buttons of city council candidate forum

See FORUM, page 14

Concerned citizens waited their turn for the microphone.
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Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath

Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, 
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com

Licenses:    CFC025588    CCC1326860    CBC1251478

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”


 





















 
 




  


 

  


 

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE 

COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR
SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE METAL CASKETS STARTING AT

$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray, 

100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service
For More Details

Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602

Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”

Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III                 Ronald J. Derr Sr.

President                                   L.F.D.I.C.

daughter of Dr. Fred Alsup,
a pioneer in the integration
of Bayfront Medical Cen-
ter. “I think it’s wonderful
because it creates the op-
portunities for conversa-
tions that don’t happen often
about the connection be-
tween African Americans
and Africans.”

With 23 years of Foreign
Service to her credit, Alsup
has lived in Africa for a total
of five years, and was previ-
ously in the Gambia from
2005-07. Situated on Africa’s
west coast, Gambia is the
smallest country on the con-
tinent’s mainland.

Eleven students from
Gibbs High were on hand as
guests of ASALH and Alsup
encouraged them to con-
sider a career in Foreign
Service, but mainly to stay
in school and study hard as
a precursor to finding a ca-
reer path.

“Before I joined the For-
eign Service I had eight dif-
ferent jobs,” she stated,
addressing the students. “I
was all over the place. I was
in Milwaukee doing re-
search, I was in Dallas doing
strategic planning for an
aerospace company, I had
an art gallery here. But you
don’t have to figure out right
away what it is you want to
do. You can experiment
with things and eventually
you’ll find the thing that is
right for you.”

Principal Reuben Hep-
burn from Gibbs High
School admitted it was hard
to bring only 11 students out
of 1,400 to listen to Alsup,
but the ones that were cho-
sen “were genuinely inter-
ested in what it takes to be

an ambassador,” he said of
the select students.

Though Alsup conceded
that hard work is a neces-
sary part of working in the
Foreign Service, she main-
tained that interpersonal
skills were key.

“That’s what really
makes a difference when
they decide if somebody is
going to be an ambassador,”
she said, adding that it does-
n’t matter how well you
know the politics of a partic-
ular region or how good you
are technically in terms of
economics—you must
know how to deal with peo-
ple and be a team player.

A career in foreign serv-
ice does requires flexibility,
Alsup noted, since a foreign
service officer may be
called upon to change jobs
every two or three years.

“Since I was doing that
anyway,” she said, “it
worked out—it’s the perfect
career for me!”

Alsup’s first assignment
was in the Dominican Re-
public where she did con-
sulate work, such as issuing
visas to people who want to
come to the United States
and helping American citi-
zens who are in trouble or
have some kind of problem
overseas.

Then it was on to Mex-
ico City, where she worked
for the treasury department
and was there through the
Mexican Peso Crisis, which
was sparked by the Mexi-
can government’s abrupt
devaluation of the peso
against the U.S. dollar.
Alsup then found herself in
Washington working in the
economic bureau before

doing duty as a desk officer
for seven eastern Caribbean
islands.

“The nice thing about
being a desk officer is you
get to go visit the countries,”
Alsup said, “so I got to go to
Barbados and St. Lucia
and St. Vincent and so on,
so it’s been just really a fas-
cinating career.”

In addition to obtaining a
master’s degree in business
administration from Har-
vard Business School, Alsup
also attended the National
Defense University in Wash-
ington to get a master’s de-
gree in National Resource
Strategy. She recalled how
since most of the people in
the school were military,
she found herself constantly
defending the state depart-
ment to them.

“They were always say-
ing, ‘You’re asking us to do
too much, you should be
doing it,’” she recalled, “and
I would remind them, ‘You
have more people in mili-
tary bands than we have
Foreign Service officers!’”

Alsup has also done duty
in central Africa, dealing
with countries with their
share of political problems,
such as the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Rwanda,
Equatorial Guinea—” not
exactly the garden spots in
Africa,” she said, “but very
interesting.” 

Though not all African
countries had the same po-
litical issues as in the West
African country of Ghana,
she was more concerned as
a foreign officer about eco-
nomic and commercial is-
sues since that country’s
government was largely

supportive of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s positions.

“That’s basically what
we do,” she explained.
“We’re overseas, we pro-
mote U.S. policies, try to get
the support of other coun-
tries for our policies in inter-
national organizations like

the United Nations and so
on.”

In her previous service
in Gambia, Alsup was a
deputy ambassador for two
years, and noted that she
loved the country and the
people are wonderful, and is
looking forward to going

back there. 
“It is quite an honor—

I’m thrilled, I’m excited, I’m
scared to death,” she said.
“But I think it’s going to be
a wonderful experience!”

To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweekly-
challenger.com

From GAMBIA page 1

Foreign Service is a fulfilling career

Gibbs Principal Reuben Hepburn is proud of the 11 students
he chose to represent the school.
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popping. I had to feel my way
to the front door,” Jackson
said. Her husband managed
to escape through the bed-
room window with the assis-
tance of next-door neighbor
Ken Cichowski and other. 

“I was out there with my
garden hose after we got them
out of the house,” he said stat-
ing that it took the fire depart-
ment longer to arrive than they
will admit. Cichowki’s house
was also partially burned.

While Jackson and her
husband were able to escape
unscathed, the house and its
contents were unsalvageable.
Everything was lost in the fire,
causing quite the predicament
for Jackson, who is currently
unemployed, and her husband
who retired several years ago. 

Although she was shaken

by the experience, she has a
large family of five grown chil-
dren, made up of four daugh-
ters and one son. She also has
17 grandchildren and her hus-
band for support.

Currently she and her
husband reside temporarily in
Pasadena with one of her
daughters, where she is re-
covering as best she can.
When asked to comment on
how she has been coping,
Jackson had this to say: “It’s
been fine staying with my
daughter, but it’s not the same
as having your own place.” 

Fortunately, it would seem
that her support system is far
larger that she originally
thought. Last Sat., Oct. 24 a
benefit was held for Jackson
by Sherrie Price, a local busi-
ness owner and missionary at

All Nations Church.
It was held to help Jackson

and her husband gather suffi-
cient funds to purchase ameni-
ties, furniture, pay bills, and, of
course, to find a new home.

They raise about $1,000,
but so much more is needed.
Since the Jacksons did not
have renter’s insurance, they
will have to start from scratch.
Clothes, toiletries, appliances,
bedding is all needed.  

Having escaped with only
the nightclothes they were
wearing, the Jackson family
would greatly appreciate any
assistance. If you would like to
donate to this cause, please
contact Jackson directly at
(727) 564-0679 or contact
Price at (727) 786-3416 for ad-
ditional information on this
matter.

From JUMP, page 1

Recovering from tragedy
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — A
Season of Harvest drew the
fellowship and breakfast of
United Women in prayer.
The gathering held at Mc-
Cabe United Methodist
church solicited prayers of
adoration and praise along
with confession, thanksgiv-
ing, supplication and peti-
tions.  Approximately 50-75
people joined together be-
lieving that this is their sea-
son of harvest.

McCabe United
Methodist Women is an or-
ganized group committed to
missions locally, nationally
and globally. They support
women, children and youth
through prayers, volunteer-
ing and financial gifts. These
women focus on social issues
that affect women and chil-
dren, such as homelessness,

domestic violence, human
trafficking and immigration.

While there was a buffet
of hot grits, eggs, sausage,
biscuits and juice, clearly the
fire came through the effer-
ent prayers. Songs and praise
set the atmosphere for the di-
verse audience to be thankful
and hopeful for the harvest. 

“I’m overjoyed by your
turnout and participation,”
said Earlene Jackson, chair-
person of the prayer break-
fast. “Our prayers really do
mean something. We make a
difference, but we can’t stop
praying.”

Here are the suggestions
given for daily prayer habits.
Using a small notebook, list
the people who influence
your family and pray for
them.

Monday:  Pray for your
family unit, children to be
teachable at home and

school. Pray for friends,
neighbors, co-workers, boss
and fellow employees.

Tuesday: Pray for school
teachers, club presidents,
coaches and others in regu-
lar contact with children.  

Wednesday: Pray for
those in leadership positions
in local government, mayor,
county officials, city council,
state legislators and gover-
nor.

Thursday: Pray for na-
tional leaders: president, vice
president, senators, repre-
sentatives, Supreme Court.

Friday: Pray for mission-
aries, for their witness and
ability to speak boldly, clearly
and that the Lord will open
doors for them.

Saturday: Pray for
church leaders, ministers,
teachers, choir directors and
members.

It’s harvest time












    













 
 


   

   
   
    

Wholesale Produce Company
Also Sell Milk, Eggs, Pickle Spears, Deli Eggs, etc.

We deliver 5 days a week: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat.
No delivery charge

Service Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco & Polk Counties

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
www.ProducePatchTampa.com

Mt. Pilgrim M.B.C. presents its
6th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration

Saturday, November 7 from 10 am to 2 pm
Childs Park Recreation Center, 4301 13th Ave. S, St. Pete

Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men 
and women, past and present. We at Mt. Pilgrim MBC along with other community

churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our 
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and
friends fun day. The event includes guest speakers, games, prizes, health screening 
for vets and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,

ROTC drill team, praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families 
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice their families 

had to endure as our veterans served.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BY LAPORSHA D. FRAZIE
Cocane Corals Media

ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg’s Midtown
Rotary Club held its 3rd An-
nual Awards Gala, “A Soul
Music Celebration” Sat., Oct
24 at the Historic Manhattan
Casino, 642 22nd St. S.

The event featured in-
spiring speakers, great en-
tertainment along with the
opportunity to make a differ-
ence. Rotarians, friends,
family and honored guests
gathered to recognize and
award influential members
of the St. Petersburg com-
munity and raise funds to
support the club’s many
community service projects.  

The night began with a
warm welcome by Midtown
Rotary Club President, Dr. J.
Robert (Bob) Ross, followed
by an invocation from club
board member Gershom
Faulkner and recognition of
the event’s special guests by
the Midtown Club’s immedi-
ate past president, Joseph
Smith.  The club’s President-
elect, Carole K. Alexander,
gave an enlightening intro-

duction to the night’s
keynote speaker, Leah
McRae, newly appointed Di-
rector of Education and
Community Engagement
for the city of St. Pete. 

McRae’s speech was
nothing short of moving and
was geared toward high-
lighting projects for the
greater good of the city of St.
Petersburg. She brought to
attention the growth that is
underway in the city and
some of the specific
changes, which need to be
made as a result. 

McRae spoke about
Mayor Rick Kriseman’s ini-
tiative to provide housing for
homeless veterans in St. Pe-
tersburg, and to increase the
number of sworn police offi-
cers in response to the
growth of downtown and
other areas.

Additionally, McRae re-
marked on the city’s appre-
ciation for organizations like
the Midtown Rotary Club
for their partnerships in
service projects that benefit
city residents and communi-
ties. She also said that more

opportunities for entrepre-
neurs would be made avail-
able through dollars coming
into the city such as The
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation
(TBBIC), which announced
receipt of a $75,000 federal
grant.

Following dinner, the
evening continued with an
informative presentation by
Faulkner on the meaning of
being a Rotarian and how to
become a part of the illustri-
ous club.

There was much excite-
ment in the room as Club
President Bob Ross made
the presentation of awards.
Grand Villa of St. Petersburg
was recipient of the Busi-
ness Award; the Non-
Profit/Community Award
was awarded to the Bayboro
House and the “Service
Above Self” Rotarian of the
Year Award went to Ger-
shom Faulkner. 

The evening came to a
soulful conclusion thanks to
electrifying performances
by Gisele Jackson, and spe-
cial featured guests Alex
“The Entertainer” Harris
and members of his Arts
Conservatory for Teens.
The evening ended on a
very high note with dancing
and music provided by DJ
Steve (Manning).

Moving forward, the
Midtown Rotary Club is con-
tinuing its support of com-
munity organizations such
as Academy Prep, The Next
STEPP Life Center and The
Rotary House, a St. Peters-
burg shelter for homeless
families trying to get back
on their feet. The club part-

ners with six other Rotary
Clubs in St. Petersburg to
provide funding for the
house and service projects
such as annual Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas dinners
for the resident families.

The St. Petersburg Mid-
town Rotary Club holds its
lunch meeting every
Wednesday at Grand Villa,
3600 34th St. S, St. Peters-
burg. Networking starts at
noon and the meeting ends
promptly at 1:15 p.m.

St. Pete Midtown Rotary Club 3rd Annual Awards Gala 

Rotarians Joe Smith, Chuck and Pat Vosburgh
Alex the Entertainer and 
ACT member, Hannah

Allen Collins and 
Leah McRae

Ms. Leah McRae,
Director of Education

and Community
Engagement, 

City of St. Petersburg
Club Rotarian of the

Year, Gershom Faulkner

L-R: Asst. Rotary District Gov., Allen Collins and his wife; Midtown Club
president-elect Carole Alexander, and Midtown Club President, Bob Ross
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Sunday        Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
                    A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday       Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesday  YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

727-896-4356

CHURCH DIRECTORY

SERVICES

  
 
 


 


   
   

Sunday School   9:30 a.m.
Praise Time   10:45 a.m.

Morning Worship   10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live - 

Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family
  

 

 







1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707

727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.




 

   
  


 
 



 

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










 
  
  

 

 
     

  
  















 
 
 



  




  
 





   
   
 
  




 



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com   
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 
 






 


Victory Christian Center Church







Sunday Worship* 

10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.




 

 

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. 
For more information about the other services and 

ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



  









Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.


Tutoring offered Tuesday & 

Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the pro-
fession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, pro-

claiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 










    
   
  
  
   



Order of Services:

 










 



 

  


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712

(727) 866-2567

 

SERVICES
Sunday School: 

8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 

9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.
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YOUR Church Ad 
Should Be HERE!

Contact: 
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
      

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone:  727-327-0015 • Fax:  727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net

Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.






SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its of-
ficial staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congre-
gation, extends to the community
at large, an open and heartfelt in-
vitation to join us in our 84th
Church Anniversary. Come wor-
ship with us this week, Wed., Oct.
14 through Fri., Oct. 16, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. and Sunday during
morning worship beginning at
10:45. Our Anniversary theme is
“Standing on His Promises” with
the scriptural test coming from
Deuteronomy 28: 1-14. For 84
years, St. Mark has been a
church grounded in a Christ-cen-
tered doctrine that has had as its
central core, the belief that we are
a haven of Hope, Help, and Heal-
ing for a lost and dying world.
Join us as we give thanks to our
God who has kept us and never
failed us.

Coming in October 

Oct.30 - St. Mark Business
Meeting at 6 p.m.

Coming In November
Nov 1 - Daylight Savings

Time Ends (Set Clocks Back
One Hour)

Nov 14 - Body Builders
Ministry Kickball Game-4:30-
6:30 p.m.

Nov 16 - Christmas with
the community Informational
Dinner-6:30 p.m.

Nov 17 - Budget Commit-
tee Meeting 5:30 p.m.

Nov 23 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving Bags

Nov 26 - Thanksgiving
Day-Church Office Closed

Nov 29 - During the Morn-
ing Worship Service-Mission
Emphasis: Christmas with the
Community-Operation Love

Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sun-
day morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out to study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.

Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tues-
day at 6 p.m. Children in the com-
munity are welcomed to join us. 

Mime/Praise Dance Re-
hearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.

Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7 p.m.

Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening:
7 p.m.

Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednes-
day of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Need a place to call home?

Looking for a church that is “fired
up?” The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family ex-
tend to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at
our 7:45 am or the 10:45 am wor-
ship service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am. Pray for our
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families. “Wednesday
in the Word” noon to 1 pm (the
best one hour of your day) and at
7 pm. The community is welcom
to join us. You don’t want to miss
studying from 1st John, Chapt. 5. 

Mr. Harrison Nash - The
Weekly Challenger’s very own
distributor. We know that Jesus
has healing hands!

October at a glance -  Pastor
Appreciation month and Breast
Cancer Awareness Month

Sat., Oct. 31 – 4 - 6 pm – Join
us for Trunk or Treat! A chil-
dren's event, fun, food and fellow-
ship!

November at a glance:
Nov. 4-6 – West Coast Baptist

District Association - 117th An-
nual Session, to be held at Mt.
Sinai Missionary Baptist Church,
5200 W. South St., Orlando, Fla.
32811 – the following will be held
at Mt. Sinai:  Wed., Nov. 4 at 7 pm
– The Opening and Youth Explo-
sion, Thurs., Nov. 5 at 7 pm -The
Moderator’s Hour – Fri., Nov. 6 –
The Morning Sessions –

Women's Auxiliary – Women's
Colors:  Black & White with Red
Accessories-and at 11 am – The
2nd Annual Address of the Lay-
men President. Need a ride to the
annual session, sign-up sheets lo-
cated in the Atrium. Support
WCBDA - Women’s Auxilliary
Foreign Mission Project which is
underway” Deadline is Nov. 1.

18/38 Pastor and First Fam-
ily Appreciation Celebration.
Deacon Arthur Reese, Honorary
Chair -- Sister Larnetta Peterson
& Minister Keith Riggins, Joint
Chairs. Theme: “Celebrating the
Laborer that dwells among us” -
Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 5:12-
13 -  Colors:  Purple – Gold &
Black

Mon., Nov. 2 at 7 pm – 18/38
Pastor & 1st Family Appreciation
Meeting in Classroom 1. The St.
Petersburg Connection: The
Kick-off Sunday

Sun., Nov. 8 at 7:45 am – Sen-
ior Pastor Dr. Deborah R. Green,
of Mount Calvary Missionary
Baptist Church will be our Guest
Speaker as we begin Kick-Off
Sunday. 

Sun., Nov. 8 at 3 pm – Kick-
Off Service – Pastor Carlos L.
Senior and the New Hope Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Family.

Thurs., Nov. 12 – The Arrival
of the Ohio and South Carolina
Connection-Reception by Friend-
ship Choir Ministry.

Fri., Nov. 13 – 6:30 – 9:30 pm
– Celebration In White, Ticket
Donation $10, The Upper Room.

The Miami Connection:  The
Culmination Services

Sun., Nov. 15 – 7:45 am – Dr.
Alphonso Jackson, Pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Miami,
Florida.

Sun., Nov. 15 – 10:45 am – Dr.
Gaston Smith, Pastor of Friend-
ship Missionary Baptist Church,
Miami, Fla. - Dinner Served in
the Upper Room

Sat., Nov. 20 – The Classic in
Orlando - TBA

Thought for the Week: Do
you depend solely on God?

Don't let “The Ship” sail with-
out you! For additional informa-
tion on any of the
announcements, please contact
us  by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida  33712 Church
Office:  (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net

NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbcthe-
ship.net & CLICK on  the PAS-
TOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Asso-
ciation Website: www.experi-
cencethecoast.com

NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH?  Call our Transporta-
tion Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.

Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Proj-
ect which is underway.

The Sermon on the
Mount found in Matthew 5-7,
Jesus gives an explanation of
what Kingdom life is all about.
In Matthew 5:1-12, which are
traditionally referred to as the
Beattitudes, Jesus used the
word, blessed, 9 times. He be-
gins each statement saying,
“Blessed are the…” 

Blessed was a buzz word
that spread quickly in the
church culture. Blessed was
the normal response that was
given when church people
were asked how they were
doing. Instead of telling oth-
ers how they actually felt,
they said, “blessed.” Some
even took it a step further and
gave the angelic greeting to
Mary which is “blessed and

highly favored (Luke 1:28).”
Blessed also became the com-
mon closing salutation at the
end of a conversation even
among non-church goers.
Everybody was saying, “Have
a blessed day.” Do we really
understand what we are say-
ing when we say that we are
blessed?

Blessed is not an adjective
to describe a feeling; blessed
is a state of being. We are all
blessed because we are the
children of God who are
made in the image and like-
ness of God (Genesis 1:26-
28).  When we realize our
oneness with God and our
good, we realize how blessed
we really are (Romans 8:31-
39). 

Blessed is not an action
that we are waiting for God to
perform. We are not waiting
on God to bless us. We are al-
ready blessed. Blessed is the
state of our being. The fact
that we have breath in our
bodies is evidence that we are
already blessed (Acts 17:28).
Every day that we wake up,
we are blessed (Lamentations
3:22-23).

I affirm every day that I
AM blessed. Join me in this
daily affirmation and watch
your life change. I AM
blessed. There is no separa-
tion between me and God
(John 10:30). I AM blessed.
There is no separation be-
tween me and my good
(Psalms 84:11).

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY, 
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM blessed - Part 1

Witness of the Kingdom Ministries
1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL

813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com

We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people 
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen

Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.

Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.


 



 

   

    

   

  



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COMMUNITY NEWS

NAACP QUESTIONS
1. The City and county

have established South St.
Petersburg as a community
redevelopment area. Tell us
the strengths you see in the
CRA plan and the challenges
you see in the plan and why?

2. Five of the elementary
schools identified in Pinellas
County as “Failing Facto-

ries” by a Tampa Bay Times
investigative story are lo-
cated in District 6 & 7.  What
do you see as the city’s role
in addressing the academic
injustices that have occurred
to black children? 

3. Collectively preschools
are one of the largest em-
ployers in south St. Peters-
burg. What would you do, if

anything, to support the ca-
pacity of independently, not
corporately owned early
childcare centers to remain
in business and reach their
goals of becoming “quality”
early childcare centers?
Quality being defined as
preschools that are accred-
ited, have bachelor level
teachers, evidence based

curriculum, technology fo-
cused and maintain an envi-
ronment and facilities that
are conducive for learning. 

4. Many black families
were uprooted to build what
is now Tropicana Field. In
the event the Rays are able
to pursue a home elsewhere
in Pinellas or Hillsborough
County, what would you ad-

vocate for the funds derived
from the Rays be used for? 

5. Within the last month
the NAACP has received
two complaints alleging
housing discrimination. If
you were elected or re-
elected to city council and
the NAACP housing com-
mittee met with you for assis-
tance in assessing or

determining the existence
and extent of housing dis-
crimination in south St. Pete,
what suggestions would you
offer to aid in an in-depth in-
vestigation?

6. If you were elected or
re-elected, what strengths do
you bring to the table that
would help to improve how
the council functions?

From FORUM, page 7

Funding education and economic empowerment
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