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TOXICITY REPORTING SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 60/481,472, “Toxicity Reporting System”,
filed Oct. 6, 2003.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

The patient with cancer faces two threats: the cancer itself
and the cancer treatment. An unwelcome organism has arisen
from within and it needs to be removed or dissolved. One of
the personal costs of cancer treatment is the adverse effect of
treatment, and it is among the highest price tags in all of
medicine. The patient wants to know, “what will the cancer do
to me if it is not treated” and “what will the treatment do to
me?” The physician uses different terms to ask the same
questions: what are the odds of survival and toxicity with each
treatment option. In clinical terms, both parties want to know
the impact of cancer and its treatment on the “host”. Both
threats can result in illness or death.

The management of cancer often involves making choices
among various treatment options, some of which are more
toxic than others. The degree of “aggressiveness” of a treat-
ment program is currently ill defined, but is generally propor-
tional to the amount of toxicity. The “tolerance” of a regimen
is a general perception by the clinician relative to other treat-
ments for the same category of patients, and may focus on a
single treatment-limiting organ, e.g., bone marrow. In gen-
eral, the greater the threat of the disease to life, organ function
or severity of discomfort from the disease, the more risk or ill
effects one is willing to consider in order to counter the
disease. An attempt is made to match treatment intensity to
the severity of disease, but there are no suitable metrics to
guide that decision-making. Currently, in the art there does
not exist a method to ascertain if the toxicity of a given
treatment is “acceptable” or not. Accordingly, no formal
numbers can be applied to calculate a so-called “therapeutic
ratio” relating the treatment effectiveness to the treatment
toxicity.

Oncology is a unique and suitable model for development
of better adverse effects reporting methods as well as a clas-
sification system for toxicity. It is one of the only fields of
medicine where not only are many of the agents highly toxic,
but they are used in combination, at times with radiation and
surgery, generating multiple significant toxicities in the same
patient. For non-oncology drugs, a given patient may experi-
ence 1 or 2 side effects at most, and these are usually mild in
nature. Drug warning labels generally contain a list of pos-
sible adverse effects, with frequencies rarely over 10-20%.
Severe side effects are usually rare, and life-threatening ones
are extremely rare. In oncology, it is not uncommon to see
rates of grade 3-4 effects in the 50-60% range with a conclu-
sion that the regimen was “well tolerated”. Death rates of
1-3% are routinely accepted in aggressive regimens, and mor-
tality has approached 30% in some bone marrow transplant
studies.

Modern cancer therapy employs multiple aggressive treat-
ment modalities associated with significant short and long-
term morbidity. Balancing the cancer itself and the cancer
treatment for a net therapeutic benefit is a judgment that
requires reliable and readily interpretable information regard-
ing both survival and toxicity. Interpreting toxicity informa-
tion in oncology is a difficult task, for both the patient and the
physician. For even a single trial, there is a large amount of
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toxicity information to digest, and no associated method of
summarizing this data into a readily interpretable and useful
statement. This is aggravated by gaps and inconsistencies in
current reporting methods that make it nearly impossible to
compare adverse outcomes between studies or among treat-
ment options. This is in sharp contract to the ability to
describe prognosis, which includes multiple well-defined
endpoints and sophisticated analytical tools. Scientists have
developed a common language to characterize and commu-
nicate the wonders of the human genome, but we cannot
effectively communicate to our patients the full scope of risk
from cancer treatment. As such, the adverse effects reporting
process is comparatively under-developed, and there has been
no organized effortto advance it. At a practical level, only half
of' the therapeutic ratio is defined, thereby limiting the ability
to make informed judgments about risks and benefits of treat-
ment protocols.

Quantifying the negative impact of cancer treatment on
health has been difficult. One major factor is the myriad
expressions ofill effects. As currently codified in the National
Cancer Institute-Common Terminology Criteria (NCI-CTC v
3.0), there are more than 500 distinctly recognizable types of
injury or symptoms, each with 4 grades of severity, resulting
in more than 2000 definable ill effects. The duration and
number of episodes of each event adds to the perception of
toxicity burden. Some ill effects occur in a repetitive fashion
with each cycle of treatment and others can cause permanent
changes, which may last a lifetime.

The TNM (Tumor, Nodes, Metastases) tumor staging sys-
tem was developed more than 40 years ago. The TNM system
gauges the severity of cancer on an escalating scale. It has
been widely adopted and used to stage more than 30 million
cancer patients in the U.S. since its inception. It is routinely
applied to the majority of solid tumors and more than 70% of
all cancers. More than 500,000 patients in the U.S. are staged
annually. In 1990 it was harmonized with the international
staging system (IUCC) to represent one of the most valuable
tools in cancer epidemiology and treatment-related decision-
making worldwide. It has undergone periodic revisions as
new technologies or interventions have altered outcomes.

The TNM system has three components or domains. T
(tumor) represents the local extent and invasiveness of the
primary cancer. N (node) represents the extent of nodal
spread, and M (metastasis) represents the presence or absence
of metastatic disease. Limiting it to three simple factors is in
large part why the TNM system has been so well adopted and
enduring. However, each tumor site uses different T and N
criteria, based on their own unique behavior. Indeed, the
specific rules and terms for staging each site are quite distinct
and elaborate, requiring a large staging manual and special
training. Cancers may be staged clinically or surgically
(pathologically) or a mixture of the two.

The TNM system also has limitations, which have been
recognized. This system reflects only the anatomic extent of
disease and does not include other known prognostic factors
such as histological type, grade, age, sex, co-morbid illness or
duration of symptoms. It does not include biologic factors,
which may also be prognostic. Each T, N, and M domain
reflects a conceptual progression of cancer by estimating its
true anatomic extent. It does not include direct measures of
the number of cancer cells or any direct measures of the
impact of the cancer on the host (symptoms or other effects).
Although it is generally prognostic for survival and tumor
control, it is actually only a rough estimate of the extent of
cancer. Additionally, the TNM system does not communicate
and forecast the extent of toxicity of a given treatment pro-
gram.
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Accordingly, what is needed in the art is a method for
summarizing the complexities of the toxicity experience
associated with a variety of disease conditions, including
cancer. Such a method would provide for the reduction of a
large quantity oftoxicity data from a given treatment program
into a summary statement which captures the important fea-
tures of global or aggregate toxicity burden. Such a method
should have wide applications to many facets of oncology and
other fields of medicine.

However, in view of the prior art considered as a whole at
the time the present invention was made, it was not obvious to
those of ordinary skill in the pertinent art how the identified
need could be fulfilled.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The longstanding but heretofore unfulfilled need for a sys-
tem and method designed to summarizes the complexities of
the toxicity experience associated with cancer is now met by
a new, useful, and nonobvious invention.

In accordance with the present invention is provided a
system and method for communicating and forecasting the
extent of toxicity of a given treatment program. Beginning
with the use of a uniform multi-modality grading system, and
capturing significant high-grade events within defined risk
periods, one can create a treatment-specific summary rating,
or classification, of the toxicity experience referred to as the
TAME score.

In a particular embodiment, the method in accordance with
the present invention for determining a toxicity rating of a
treatment program includes, identifying a uniform multi-mo-
dality grading system, capturing significant events occurring
within predetermined periods based on the uniform multi-
modality grading system, determining the toxicity rating of
the treatment program from an aggregation of the captured
significant events. The uniform multi-modality grading sys-
tem used in accordance with the present invention may be the
National Cancer Institute Cancer Toxicity Criteria system, or
other toxicity grading system known in the art.

In a particular embodiment of the invention, an acute tox-
icity domain of the treatment program, an adverse late effects
domain of the treatment program and a risk of treatment
related mortality domain of the treatment program are deter-
mined and the acute toxicity domain, the adverse late effects
domain and the risk of treatment related mortality domain are
aggregated resulting in a toxicity rating of the treatment pro-
gram.

The toxicity rating may be employed in the field of oncol-
ogy or other medical fields exhibiting toxicity related events.

The acute toxicity domain of the treatment program is the
acute toxicity experienced by a patient surrounding the
course of the treatment program and may be further defined as
amedian number of significant acute effects in a patient group
during the treatment program for a predetermined risk period.
The predetermined risk period may be determined on a case-
by-case basis. In a specific embodiment, the predetermined
risk period is from day one of the treatment program through
three months in duration of the treatment program.

The adverse late effects domain of the treatment program is
the late toxicity experienced by a patient after the treatment
program and may be further defined as a median number of
adverse late effects in a patient group during the treatment for
a predetermined risk period. The predetermined risk period
may be determined on a case-by-case basis. In a specific
embodiment, the predetermined risk period is greater than
three months of duration of the treatment program.
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The risk of treatment related mortality domain is further
defined as the risk of mortality from the treatment program.

In an additional embodiment, a mathematical weight may
be assigned to the acute toxicity domain, the adverse late
effect domain and the risk of treatment related mortality as
deemed necessary.

In yet another embodiment, a therapeutic ratio for the
treatment program may be determined. The therapeutic ratio
being equal to the survival rate associated with the treatment
program divided by the determined toxicity rating.

The toxicity rating in accordance with the present inven-
tion is referred to by the acronym “TAME”. The TAME
system is a method of aggregating toxicity data collected in
clinical trials. Immediate validation of the TAME system can
be performed, retrospectively, on existing data sets, via out-
come analysis. Full implementation will not require addition
of new tools or instruments to the current reporting process,
but interim validation would be facilitated by surveys of
patient and physician perceptions of toxicity profiles and
QOL data. In addition, improvements in the data collection
process are suggested to facilitate uniformity in data collec-
tion methods and to ensure capture of clinically important
endpoints by all investigators. The TAME system should also
eventually facilitate the establishment of adverse effects
reporting standards and publishing guidelines.

The benefits of a toxicity staging system are numerous and
include: improved patient counseling and decision making in
cancer treatment selection; calculation of truly quantitative
therapeutic ratios and other new metrics; evaluation of pal-
liative treatment options; individual monitoring of toxicity
during treatment; a new safety reporting metric for sponsors,
data monitoring committees, and Institutional Review
Boards; pooling of toxicity data across multiple studies to
improve the precision of risk estimates; facilitating the devel-
opment and selection of toxicity interventions; and providing
an important new quality assurance metric.

Improving toxicity reporting will require the coordinated
planning and collaboration of multiple organizations, regula-
tory agencies, and cooperative groups. It will require some
increased attention to toxicity data collection in the clinic.
However, the payoff for this investment could have a substan-
tial and wide ranging impact on cancer research and cancer
care.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates the toxicity reporting process for gener-
ating and communicating adverse effects information,
including text steps and four phases.

FIG. 2 is a table illustrating a number of clinical outcomes
correlated the system in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating the method in accor-
dance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part thereof, and within which are shown
by way of illustration specific embodiments by which the
invention may be practiced. It is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the invention.

With reference to FIG. 1, the toxicity reporting process for
generating and communicating adverse effects information is
illustrated and described as including ten steps and four
phases.
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After more than 30 years of multiple iterations and evolu-
tion, the National Cancer Institute (NCI) recently developed
a single comprehensive grading dictionary that may be used
by all modalities for capturing the adverse acute and late
effects of cancer treatment, National Cancer Institute Cancer
Therapy Evaluation Program, CTCAE v 3.0 (CTEP website).
The CTCAE system consists of more than 500 distinctly
recognizable signs and symptoms, each graded on a 4-point
scale.

In accordance with a particular embodiment, using the
TNM tumor staging system analogy, the “extent” or “global
impact” of toxicity is to be considered as a combination of 3
clinically relevant domains: acute toxicity (T), adverse late
effects (A), and the risk of treatment related mortality (M).
Each domain reflects an important dimension of the toxicity
experience, or the risk thereof. Just as each tumor site requires
a different tumor staging system and end results, the toxicity
of each treatment program needs to be considered within the
context of a given site and stage of disease. The toxicity
generated by a given treatment for advanced stage head and
neck cancer should not be compared to that for a prostate
cancer treatment program. However, the toxicity of a given
treatment program for advanced head and neck cancer can be
compared to the toxicity of other head and neck treatment
options for the same or similar stage.

The system and method in accordance with the present
invention is a new method of aggregating and analyzing data
routinely collected in clinical trials. As such, future imple-
mentation of the system and method will not require the
introduction of new tools or instruments for use in gathering
data and all effects will be coded and graded for severity using
the NCI-CTC grading system.

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the compo-
nents of the system in accordance with the present invention
are defined as:

T=the median number of grade 3-4 acute effects in a patient
group during a given treatment program for risk period 1: day
1 thru ~3 months (exact time frames to be defined by site), “T”
will therefore represent the acute toxicity experienced by a
“typical” patient surrounding the course of treatment. Rules
for counting prolonged or ongoing effects will be developed.
In general, most severe events of long duration e.g., mucosi-
tis, would only be counted once during this period. However,
each recurring grade 4 (e.g., life-threatening neutropenia)
effect would be counted.

A=the median number of grades 3-4 late effects in a patient
group after a given treatment program for risk period 2:
beyond 3 months. “A” will therefore represent the late toxic-
ity experienced by a “typical” patient after treatment. Again,
exact time frames for each risk period will be determined per
disease site, analogous to the development of cancer staging
rules. It may be useful to define several late risk periods
depending on the disease and normal tissue effects trajectory,
especially for certain populations such as pediatrics. For
example, A=less than 3 years; A'=3 or more years after treat-
ment years.

M=the risk of mortality (in %) from cancer treatment at
anytime during or after treatment for an unlimited time
period.

In accordance with the present invention, the sum of the
values for the 3 basic domains outlined above, T, M and A,
will be considered a combined “End-results” summary score
(TAME). As such the TAME score in accordance with the
present invention will be represented by:

TAME((composite score)=T+A4+M
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It is recognized that this formula mixes numbers of differ-
ent dimensions (median # of events and incidence). For now,
this will be accepted for the sake of simplicity. The weighting
of these components and other potential mathematical
manipulations will also be explored through data analytic
methods, but at this time a simple summation is proposed. It
may be useful to combine only acute and late toxicity with
this system and report mortality separately. Assumptions will
need to be made regarding the inclusion and/or weighting of
mortality.

In addition to the median number of events experienced by
a group of patients, knowing the range of and number of
events and outliers may be of clinical value. This would be
provided separately from the composite TAME score.

In accordance with an additional embodiment, rules are
used developed to combine the toxicity of “salvage treat-
ment” to that of the initial treatment, so that the entire burden
of toxicity associated with organ preservation approach can
be reported. This will use a method similar to that described
for multi-cycle chemotherapy extending beyond 3 months as
described above.

As such, the TAME classification system in accordance
with the present invention is a method of collecting the “sig-
nificant” adverse effects into a composite score which reflects
the global or aggregate toxicity associated with a given treat-
ment program. It does not include all toxicity events, which
can be readily represented by in other ways such as incidence
tables. As such, TAME scores are to be used in addition to
traditional reporting methods such as incidence rates. How-
ever, since patients who experience high-grade effects also
experience some low-grade effects, TAME scores will be
proportional to the true aggregate toxicity burden.

By focusing on grade 3-4 effects, the present invention is
designed to function within the context of treatment programs
of moderate to high toxicity. However, depending on the
disease site and aggressiveness of treatment programs, one
could define “significant” to include middle and/or lower
grade effects to reflect the key features of toxicity experiences
of various intensities.

By providing the number of significant events a patient is
likely to experience in each time frame, in addition to infor-
mation on the types and incidence of each potential toxicity,
one should be able to provide a more tangible and meaningful
forecast of what may happen.

Thekey features of the new reporting system and method in
accordance with the present invention include, the applica-
tion to complex treatment programs usually generating mul-
tiple significant events in each patient, the use of a uniform
multimodality grading (severity ranking) system (CTCAE
v3.0), the use of the median number of events (not incidence
rates), the use of defined risk periods accounting for the
longitudinal and recurring nature of some injuries, an empha-
sis on important high grade events, and the use of component
and summary toxicity scores to compare global toxicity
among treatment options within the same or similar cancer
stage.

If one accepts the validity of the severity ranking system of
the CTC, where all high-grade events are considered “severe”
or “life-threatening”, then for purposes of this classification
system, any CTC grade 3-4 event could also be considered
“important”. However, we know that the use of grading sys-
tems in oncology has been inconsistent. Important adverse
effects have not been captured in some trials and uniform
reporting methods have been non-existent. Therefore, an
effort must be made to ensure collection of “key toxicity
elements” for each disease site, driven by the modalities
involved. Reforming this step in the toxicity reporting process
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will require integration of TAME concepts in the design and
conduct of clinical trails. This task may sound onerous but,
once the multiple uses and benefits of toxicity staging have
been articulated, this should be doable through buy-in from
leadership at key federal institutions and cooperative groups.

The designation of “key toxicity elements” for each disease
site is achieved through literature reviews and consensus pan-
els to include clinicians, outcomes experts and patients/rep-
resentatives of patient advocacy groups. A consensus work-
shop will be effective in establishing a limited list of key
(important) events (“key TAME endpoints™) for each disease
site. These lists will then be used to develop screening tools
and assessment methods. Developing guidelines for patient
assessment, without making the process too onerous, will
also require some work, but should be largely driven by the
screening tools which focus on a limited number of key
TAME endpoints for each disease site. Although key TAME
endpoints will be the focus, all grade 3-4 effects of all types
which occur during the trial will contribute to TAME outcome
scores.

While many analogies to the TNM system apply, the
TAME system and method in accordance with the present
invention presents several significant improvements. The T,
N, M domains are composed of rank order conceptual grades
(e.g., T1-4) which are then arranged into tumor-specific
groupings generated by outcome analysis. While T and N
staging is becoming more precise with improvements in tech-
nology, we cannot quantitatively measure the exact amount of
cancer. The whole integer value categories do not represent
direct measurements of the impact on the host, only relative
degrees of risk.

The TAME classification system provides access to much
more direct information regarding the impact of toxicity on
the host. The use of numerical values for the T, A and M
domains are derived directly from clinical data, resulting in
more meaningful information and utilities than that seen with
the TNM system. Indeed, the individual components of T, A
and M each communicate information about a different kind
of risk, with the combined TAME score reflecting aggregate
risk.

The TAME system is validated in retrospective data sets by
correlations with a number of clinical outcomes as shown
with reference to the table of FIG. 2. Six outcomes measures
have been identified for investigation: the ability to complete
treatment, QOL (quality of life), performance status, patient
perception and physician perception of the degree of toxicity,
and symptom index. Except for perhaps completion of
therapy, these outcomes are not as unambiguous as survival.
It is unlikely that a single outcome will be identified that will
be accepted as the “ground truth” as solid as survival is for
TNM. It is therefore proposed that only general correlations
between TAME scores and individual outcome metrics need
be demonstrated, and that the relationships between outcome
measures and TAME scores may be viewed collectively for
“validation” of the TAME system.

Each candidate outcome metric can be divided into 4 rank
order groupings (classes or stages I-IV) and explored for
relationships to TAME scores calculated for a number of
treatment regimens. It is hypothesized that higher TAME
scores will be seen in the higher outcome stages. It should
also be possible to rank order TAME scores within a stage via
kappa values. This may result in assigning a particular regi-
men or group of regimens to a risk “bin” analogous to the
TNM system (T1NO, TIN1, etc). As with TNM staging, the
patterns may not always line up perfectly, but such a distri-
bution should demonstrate general relationships between
clinical outcomes and TAME scores among the regimens.
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The relationship between individual T, A and M values and
individual outcome metrics can also be explored.

Completion of therapy is expected to be one of the stron-
gest methods for validating the TAME system, but it may only
show correlation with acute toxicity (T) and mortality (M),
unless late consequential effects are operative. While QOL
(quality of life) tools have been used to reflect the toxicity of
atreatment program, they also reflect tumor activity. In addi-
tion, they encompass the diverse domains of social support
and spirituality. QOL correlations with TAME scores there-
fore may be inconsistent, but will be explored. Performance
status should generally correlate with global toxicity, espe-
cially during the acute phases of treatment (T). New clinical
tools will need to be created for exploring patient and physi-
cian perceptions of global toxicity. Expert panels of physi-
cians will be asked to rate (on a 4 point scale) and rank a group
oftreatment regimens known to them within their own field of
expertise. Patients who have completed one of the same pro-
grams will also rate the “difficulty” of the treatment. We
expect general correlations between patients and physicians,
and between their respective ratings and TAME scores, but
there will also be some outliers based on expected variations
among individuals. Prospectively, one can explore correla-
tion of TAME scores with standard tools that measure key
symptom indexes (pain, fatigue, appetite, depression/anxi-
ety).

Determining a “meaningful difference” between two or
more treatment options with similar TAME scores will be an
important task in development of the system. Class grouping
of TAME scores via outcomes analysis will assist in deter-
mining cut-off points. As with TNM staging, cutoff points
will need to be selected to group “like” regimens, otherwise
you would have a continuous range of values. Simple numeri-
cal ranking within classes can also be done. The precise
interpretation of TAME scores should become clear as real
data is developed. In addition, two regimens may have the
exact same TAME value but very different component values
which require significant interpretation and judgment.

As the TAME system is validated (and tightly correlated)
with other clinically relevant endpoints (completion of treat-
ment, QOL, performance status, toxicity perceptions, symp-
tom indexes) it may not be necessary to routinely collect so
many types of outcomes measures in routine clinical trials.

It has been argued that the CTC has never been formally
“validated”. The TAME reporting system is founded on and
consistent with the philosophy of the CTC grading system: to
identify and separate serious from not so serious adverse
effects, and to provide a method of examining a given treat-
ment program for its toxicity “profile” (assorted types of
toxicity) and frequency of adverse events. The CTC allows
examination of both a single toxicity item as well as multiple
toxicities. Although some toxicities are hard to directly mea-
sure and the reliability and validity of a given CTC scale may
be challenged, many clinical effects can be well quantified
and are considered well validated (e.g., lab values). In addi-
tion, as each version of the CTC has evolved, close attention
has been paid to the consistency in severity ranking for each
toxicity criteria. Therefore, while individual criteria may be
challenged, in aggregate, the CTC should strongly reflect the
degree of the intensity of global toxicity, and if consistently
applied, should capture the majority of important changes
experienced by the host. In this sense, validation of the TAME
system will represent a validation of the CTC as system.

A number of utilities and associated benefits are projected
for the TAME system as outlined in the table of FIG. 2 and
further discussed in the following sections. These utilities and
associated benefits including, but not limited to:
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1) improved patient counseling and decision making in
cancer treatment selection;

2) calculation of truly quantitative therapeutic ratios and
other new metrics;

3) evaluation of palliative treatment options;

4) individual monitoring of toxicity during treatment;

5) a new safety reporting metric for sponsors, data moni-
toring committees, and IRBs;

6) pooling of toxicity data across multiple studies to
improve the precision of risk estimates;

7) facilitating the development and selection of toxicity
interventions;

8) and, it may provide an important new quality assurance
metric

Physicians will likely find the most utility in comparison of
TAME scores for determining treatment options, but patients
may appreciate the information as well. The TAME system
allows direct comparison of composite TAME scores as well
as component scores among therapeutic options. In counsel-
ing a patient, citing the average number (and range) of serious
events the “average” patient will experience while under
treatment will be used to supplement the usual list of possible
adverse effects, and their incidence. The use of the term
“TAME” should have intuitive meaning to clinicians and
laymen alike, suggesting that we can rate a particular treat-
ment as “pretty tame” or “not so tame”.

This should be of practical clinical utility in discussing
therapeutic gain. For example, Dr. Smith proposes a given
regimen which effects on a 5% increase in cure from (50-
55%) but the TAME score suggests it is highly toxic. An
alternative less toxic choice may be considered. Moreover,
information regarding change in QOL with different TAME
scores may help communicate even more about the global
impact of cancer and its treatment.

The TAME system is the first system to allow one to cal-
culate an actual therapeutic ratio, to determine therapeutic
gain. There is also potential for the development of other
novel metrics.

Therapeutic ratio: TR=Survival/TAME score

EXAMPLE

Treatment A: survival of 50% with a TAME score
of 10...50/10=5

Treatment B: survival of 40% with a TAME score of 7 . . .
40/7=5.7

From simplistic view, Treatment B may be preferred if one
looks only atthe calculated treatment ratio based on the novel
TAME score.

A number of mathematical models using various assump-
tions, weightings, standard gamble other approaches are
additionally within the scope of the present invention.

Perhaps one of the most important uses of the TAME
system will be in evaluating various palliative treatment
options. This is certainly an area where toxicity is an overrid-
ing concern.

Pre-designated (benchmark) time points for calculating
and comparing an individual who experiences a lot of toxicity
(to published TAME scores) may be useful in early identifi-
cation of outliers and sensitive individuals. It may offer an
additional “gestalt” of how well or poorly a particular patient
is tolerating therapy.

DSMBs, IRBs, and TMCs currently have a difficult time
digesting a large amount of safety related data and making
judgments about the “acceptability” of various toxicity pro-
files. Individual “T” and “M” scores may be calculated at
“benchmark points” during treatment to monitor aggregate
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acute toxicity (e.g., TM-1mo, TM-2mo, etc) as a metric for
safety monitoring in phase [ and Il trials. Full TAME scores at
1-2 years and beyond may be calculated for phase 111 trials.
TM and TAME scores will reflect an overview and “gestalt”
regarding the accumulating (and cumulative) toxicity of a
given treatment program.

As noted in an FDA guidance on safety reporting, “For the
most part, phase 2-3 trials are not designed to test hypotheses

about safety . . . one can assume the available studies are
under-powered . . . the approach is viewed more as explora-
tion and estimation . . . pooling safety data across multiple

trials can allow one to improve the precision of incidence
estimates, i.e., narrow the confidence intervals.”

This technique should also be applicable to TAME scores.
Often, a same or similar treatment program is used in multiple
studies, including pilot studies. Combining data on TAME
scores may improve the accuracy of classification. In addi-
tion, pooling TAME data may allow one to generate hypoth-
eses about risk among several putative factors including: gen-
der, concomitant illness, drug factors (dose intensity), genetic
profiles, socioeconomic status, geographic or institution set-
ting. This may also be useful in identifying genetic predispo-
sition to injury from one or more modalities.

Providing the range of TAME scores for all individuals in
a treatment group would indicate the amount of variability.
Publishing ranges in addition to the median number would
also provide information on the low and high injury “experi-
ences”. Ranges in TAME scores may be calculated for an
individual patient at any point in time. Pre-designated (bench-
mark) time points for comparing an individual who experi-
ences a lot of toxicity (via comparison to published TAME
scores) may be useful in early identification of outliers and
sensitive individuals. Shift tables, scatter plots, box plots,
cumulative distribution functions may all provide useful ana-
Iytic tools.

Just as with decision-making regarding cancer therapeu-
tics, information from TAME scores may guide choice of a
toxicity intervention.

TAME global and component scores may be used to evalu-
ate the impact of a specific toxicity intervention. A highly
effective intervention against an “important” toxicity should
generate a significant change in an individual component or
TAME composite score, thus confirming its effectiveness.
Once again, depending on the targeted toxicity and the con-
text of the regiment, interpretation will be key. Reducing the
risk of only one type of toxicity among many may produce
little change in a component or global score, but hypothesis
driven trials may use TAME scores as one of several key
metrics of intervention activity. In addition, evaluating how
individual toxicities contribute to the individual components
or composite TAME scores may assist in identifying those
toxicities with the greatest global impact on toxicity for inter-
vention development. Alternatively, a given cancer treatment
regimen may be intensified to achieve a similar TAME score
with the expectation of higher cure rates.

Validation and incorporation of the TAME system into
routine reporting could be a catalyst to pursue a broader set of
scientific publication standards for toxicity reporting.

Although an increasingly amount of valuable data is now
available in the literature, CONSORT standards and other
advances in the complexity and scientific reporting have
caused the length of journal publications to grow annually.
Even with the advent of electronic publishing, there is limited
space for displaying toxicity data. Routine inclusion of
TAME scores will provide a shorthand way to communicate
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a great deal of information about the adverse event profile of
a given regimen, and will supplement existing methods of
toxicity reporting.

TAME endpoints and reports can be automatically col-
lected and generated by customized software. Such software
tools will also be important in automating and streamlining
the data collection process.

The TAME system may have utility in other areas where
multiple drugs are given or where treatments are more toxic
(e.g., AIDS therapy, infectious diseases, and other life threat-
ening illnesses)

It will be seen that the objects set forth above, and those
made apparent from the foregoing description, are efficiently
attained and since certain changes may be made in the above
construction without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, it is intended that all matters contained in the foregoing
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
invention herein described, and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to
fall therebetween. Now that the invention has been described,

What is claimed is:
1. A method for determining a toxicity rating of a treatment
program, the method comprising:

identifying a toxicity grading system appropriate for the
treatment program, wherein the toxicity grading system
ranks the severity of adverse events related to a treatment
program;

recording significant adverse events occurring during an
administration of the treatment program within a first
predetermined period of time and recording significant
adverse events occurring during the administration of
the treatment program within a second predetermined
period of time, wherein a significant adverse event is an
adverse event ranked by the toxicity grading system as
being severe or life-threatening and wherein the second
predetermined period of time is after the first predeter-
mined period of time;

determining an acute toxicity domain of the treatment pro-
gram by calculating a median number of significant
adverse events occurring during the first predetermined
period of time;
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determining an adverse late effects domain by calculating
amedian number of significant adverse events occurring
during the second predetermined period of time;

determining the toxicity rating of the treatment program
from a sum of the acute toxicity domain and the adverse
late effects domain; and

comparing the toxicity rating of the treatment program

with a toxicity rating of other treatment programs to

determine a favorable treatment option for a patient;
wherein each of the above method steps are performed

according to an automated process using software tools.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the toxicity grading
system is a cancer toxicity grading system.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a risk of treatment related mortality domain of

the treatment program; and

calculating a toxicity rating of the treatment program as a

ratio of the risk of treatment related mortality domain to
the sum of the acute toxicity domain, and the adverse
late effects domain.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the treatment program is
a treatment program selected from the treatment program
consisting of radiation, chemotherapy and surgery, radio-
therapy, chemoradiotherapy.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first predetermined
time period is from day one of the treatment program up to
three months in duration of the treatment program.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the second predeter-
mined time period is more than three months after the start of
the treatment program.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein a significant adverse
event having a long duration is counted once in the determi-
nation of the median number of significant adverse events.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the significant adverse
event is a recurring significant adverse event, and each recur-
ring significant adverse event is counted in the determination
of the median number of significant adverse events.

9. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of determining
the risk of treatment related mortality domain further com-
prises, determining the probability that a patient will die as a
result of the treatment program.

10. The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of
assigning a mathematical weight to the acute toxicity domain,
the adverse late effect domain and the risk of treatment related
mortality.
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