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‘n Wednesday, Yey 26, John Fish, Oricn Knox, Dsvid
YaBepzlo, snd I 1aft A dp &% Teb pow. ol Srovs &ﬁﬁ“ﬁgh to
ngc~uau,zL ialpe where we slept Lfor vhat was left ol tae rost
gf the nlght, TPho b xt za%&&mu e continued an to Sluded
«*:t@**a whﬁ?ﬂ we soparatod ) the others taking the car on touwren
8 <oys do Salan, o0 % o0 aling south by bus t@ the pras aeon:
Sogs oy ??wy&, ah&ﬁm% the Lot oy ok Pode DuBBS, SONTLL e
tion tpicks, vruunag and horses through u@me of the bebter coving
ar@ae af Mezxies. Soms of these areas I will only mention brielly
Whille I 38y more abgut Gtheen,

Jt@ppinp Pirst in Co. upn, about thir@y silas northuest @f
Marite, I Anqudrsd sbout loarl caves singe I wan only abgut 25
milss south of La Joya de 5S5alas, at the fo@t of the uie*wnga
Althou - I 4idn'E take tir~ o check the reports Lhnarms ace
appar .51y sevaral caves . the mouatains uet far fron u@wn
In 1@%0 a couple of thoaze caves we o 2xonvated by archeol- ts8
from Merico Cliy whe found 2 very 1&r®n zollection of ! ; &ﬁu
8 mumber of axtifacta, * report on this was published nv that
time in Anales del Inatituto Nacilonal do Antihrepcoliogis y Historis.

Frow Deswre I toayelad baok e%atg aercs: the low rance of
mountalas, to . amsi, & Jipte of about ten m:lka AY et
noon o Pridoy I 2ntained ¢ sguide apd borcas oo Ehe Amerioun
ranahers who heve seftlad in bthe axv¢, ang set out for a sotuno
ﬁmﬁﬂieu0$ there callied Bes Cavey, wipht Wiicrweters north of ths
touwrn, AL Jepst helf of the poed which we [ Lilowad oould te
tr owelad By corp w v ogo o b ok or Jeep ean drive to within
200 yarus of Sne cave, 7 sotano openad oo the side of  low
L§&4 ard Jdroppad vertieczlily on Thres sidas Jor panest 200 feet,

At tha Lop the spering I3 5 Jarge oyal abeut 170 by 90 fset,

8] ? : Pourtn side T owes abla té olimb Jewn Por A5G feeb to mtuipe
thare was 2 dos o trev, L thin I tled o, wnly r@pag ERS VIS SR
i n\?un, Mgm prpeliisnd [0 reeb, A% the dollan &f the rope Wd&
& Jungls of rewng which sloped deows for 50 fret more bo wherd

I could lock dem s finadl 60 Poot drnn, AL the bobbton of this
n“agg which Wi, foquise 8 cops, thooo app@ared to ne a balus
sigpe Jectanding fer peusibly anet o o) feel, makineg & Lotal depth
of aver 250 Laset, xoept for the isck of a larpe arroyve
antaring the aotane, this cave is quite similar to the lsrpe
gotznos rarih of Vallers in the Sarra del Abra rrres, Alfwsugn
from my - cobagpe point it wes d40 2qult te nee th 2otteom - o the
Giud 3lopa, She wuil of 2 pit cub duck  viex as 1Y Shere
shenld ve a2 pnesage lendiny from the bottam,

Tre next morming my guide and I left . Tayl@r“s rﬁnuh,
whers I had sr-~n%t thiz night, and rridas our herscea Foer <howt three
hours to Lhe th ever a very rou.. brail Lo Quewvas | ﬁis :

The totsl dist e from Charm.l was abauw 16 kms,, of  lek only
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the Pirst five or six could bLe trasveled by truck or Jjeep,
Wo crossed gevepral ridges on the way which exhibited sxtensive
salutizn of the gurfzes limestone, We finally arrivad a2t two
amnll saves amd several shelisrs which were developed about
150 feat above the ficor of o small valley, Cueva Pariso N, 1, .
which was further to the north, had an entrance facing n¢: - =zasnk
which was an oval, 30 feet high and 15 feet wide, Total lengih
of the cave was only about 200 feet, Cueva Pariso No. 2 was a
couple of hundred feet south of No, 1 and had a 15 faet in
g1 «ter entrsnce, Another entronce i» o No, 2 opensd saighoer on
the hill in breakdown, The cave contzined two room: 30 %o 40
feet in diameter with a mumber of d=xd formations., Beiow theas
~aves we visited tvwo shelters in which the loeal Mexieans had
found several piex s of bone which lociked posaibly like human
longz bones, Howe: ~, since the termimations wers 2311 Jaskling,
positive identification would be difficult. Diuring the wwo - ¥s
I apent near Chamal, the members of the American colony proved
very helpful in locating caves and surxesting pesnidle rumored
caves, The best known of the caves %...t they me <ioned 1p (uevs
de Camon, which is somewhere west of Chamal, This cave ia of on
vizited by the iocal residents and is reportedly fairiy lorge
witli: many formntions. There has been very little caving dons
in the Scampo~Chamsl area, and a large potentizl still remning,
feavin: Cnamal I tiavelad south te Xilitla, San Iumis c.ouesi;
arpiving thawe on Sunday evening. Upen dnguiriny sneul eavas
tn the cafe where 1 sta supper X was Inbtrodused €6 a1 sss who
cloimed he imew of 8ix saves and four setanos ness the touwn.
R affepxl to load me to several of theose the next dayv. Im
Mondny morning we £irst bes ‘ed Por CQuevs del Salltre, about one
kiiometer szt of 41ivila,. "o entrances oper im & vary larne
sink, one at the bottawm and tne other hisher up on the silc.
Tha upper antrancs led down talus slepes te twe larpe roams,
ench ahout 200 feet deosp., My gulde znd I ertslored tha roon Yo
Lo 2eft wnlsh had mo Jeads ab Yoe vDevtom, o diant s antar the
otinr room since he clalmed Lt L0060 swed 2t Lae bottam, The
lowar sntrencs is one larse shelter poam 4% Chs botion of the
aisir. It 48 emtirely 1it by Aaviight, bowevar, there appeared
to be a possible crevwl lesdins off about 20 foet up the back wall.
Nert we wolled hagk thr« .ch X2 1itle to I Cueva de i Arrore,
tio kilomoters southassat of ¢ ¢ town; in the valiley of the next
arroyo weet of Salitre. The cave opens at the biase of ¢ long
Piuft Just to this weet of ¥ arroys. It g rescoed dy a long trall
whizh Lollows the base of rv.e DIuLL, The sntrance is8 40 feet
wide sn? 0 £+e¢% high with breakdown c¢ov-rimg the {loor. Frow
tne entranse {8 v in o neral to the sc ~at for gbout 1+ D
Yo 2000 fest, The passage varies from 10 to 0 fret wide and
20 te Hi; feet high. There are mamv format” sna throusout tho
cave, #apacially trovertine Gamsg (illed wion water, s cave ends
by slop: o upuard repidily to & final . .wme whica 13 nt least
200 fest nigh, No side passeces were n- “lged, Ancther ~ave
snn be seen from near the entrance to Cusve de 1t &Arroyo. It is
rorods the valley and above the new xoad to Yilitla, Iy mulde
calied L4 Cerro de la Ventana, simce it is saic te have a
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129 font high okylight insida, The entrance to this cave scems
te be dovsicoped under a2 fold in the rock strata, We alse found
pevernd zhelters along the basa of the bluff on the way back %o
town,

After lunch we went to Cueva del Tapatio which is & sheltar
on the hill Just above the toun. 3ince it was quite small xe
continued hiking up the road past Xilitla for about two kilometers
to Setano de San Antonioc. It is about 30 feet above the rvad in
3 elump of underbrush, Not knowing what we had found, I hung
over the 15 feet in diameter hole and dropped s lar « ok,

Over five neconds later we heard the hollow thud ss 1t it the
bottom. I earefully stepped back from the hole and declded aot
to attempt entering it with ry 100 fest of rava, Hobano 52 3an
Antonico hac previously been entered by membe:r. of the AMCS awd
wesy found o be a vertical c¢haft which - at a depth of 336
feet., O the way back (o town we saw another cluwp of trecy and
underbrusr above the road and immediately went o investizats,
Aft=r cautiously throwing rocks in from a distance I found that
the entrance was vertical for only fiftcen feet, vo we eclinbed
down and explorsd the cave for a distance of 307 feet to wr. o
it ended, The passage ran northeast a% a 30 degree slopa for
its entire length., Ome side passage was noticed Juat inaide
the entrance on the rignt which was not checked sin~e 1t was u
small crawl leading toward the side of the hill, % & cave is
one kiloseter from Xilitla and doesmn’t ¢ «m to have a name,

I left the Xilitla area on Tuesday morning and headed back
to Valles, I had planned to catch a train to Cerritos to check
on rumored sotanos, but upon arriving in Valles I lcarned thal
the train did not leave until 11330 p.m, I caught Lh- bus
insiea’ to El Salto, where the Rio Naranjo cascades over z
vecutiful waterfall. Although this could be & potemtiazlly
zood saving area, the construction workers at the new hydro-
elactric station there could only tell me that the rivar [Dovs
from 2 nacimiento .. usut six kilometers above tha falls, Ar o»
s refreshing swim I left El Salto and returned to sustin by way
of ﬁag Luis Potosi, arrivinz home at 6:30 p.m, on Thuraday,

June 3,

THE EXPLORATION OF SOTANO DP LA JOYA DE SALAS

by John Fish
Austin

~ APtsr raking final prensrations on the sveming of May 2€,
1965, bavid :Kenzie, Oricr  .ox, amd John Fish left Auntin
for Mexizo, 'The s80le purpose of the trip was 1o o1 jore zrwd
map the very promising Sotano de la Joya de Salzs, We crossed
the border Wedpeaday night with little delay, and continues on
to Zatinas Hidalgo where we slept by the rvad Jfust south of
touwn,
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Thuradsy pothihe we sweka 0 A bazsubiful sunrise sceng
Wit mIAnTe Ll ard 8 smell rerich ,‘wmﬁi,we&y to %ine wezb,
Biver aoduisk breakfast s qrove to Sd, Victorla srem the
rosd Aoading scuthesat o Juamave wsas taken, The winding
rountesa voud form el wny spectaculsar viaws en wmt@‘; lzveral
grall caves oy bhe read w re cheo i, :

Oy sreiving at Ju SmEve our inte ;m'itm of hiking the thirty-
five Xilometers across the mountalns to Ia Joyva wsa explaiasd
te the metives who wers astoniched at the proposal. 4 men
nacee Bacul groved fnvaluahis Ln oooking srronecoents Por orenting
ieeas o sur equipoent o3 hiridg a pudde,  wWe ware Lortinste
to have Crion alons Hecause he spenks &amw ah ﬂn&&tlm Pians
wers made Lo 1@,, ve garly Friday sorning, the 24%h, on s seven
day trip Lo Ia J@f&~

- next morping we woere up at fours-thirty and raady to
anve nt .~,z.x, The 200l morhing made bhe five mils like asross
th# degnrt pase mth 2852, We bepmn Jobdng thut the trip might

not be ans heaxd as hed bean expoctsd, be woere Lo goon chrvirs
r mindg 2a we eldimbed tre Goundain end f@liwma fon i soup
sevcoral thoupant feet, 57 15 cide of tiw Sieres Mo o O ~inl
ig vary ary and hot, The fauna i aloo mush diffepont f‘”‘(‘@»
the eastern wlde of the range, A karst arca was ound on Uhs
wur up Lhe smountalin,  Alse seversld Indlen m{déena wore crogted
the trail, Alony the Jdznest DA of thw rifge & Spohish

nons Porasd wng encountered el Wae %w@mixw sick Irex the
heat, 2lbituus, and d“ix‘_n&xx{,, oo wmuch watar, FLmM,y afboy

rdaing 411 dey st the awioword pace of the Lurros, we arrivad
about seven o'alosk st tne villaze of I Joya ce oajas, The
‘hcﬂ--wtiml snciassd vuliey has been ’e**&rium‘ in 8 previeus
Grtter,  IE wAR now o lush gresn cng the flelda uers bfx"f::;
4. Sfter brielly lnsvecting the cobrnie, everypanes ool
want Lo um, exsh ¥ith ulv own ldez of whet %’M CEHYE WO
Saturtay worning Wi woere Swakensd sboul seven by &
sproowle wniabh fertupalely ald net  Lcelnp Lnbe o raln,
Wi S Lo Per Bhe raliny ueason §0 bopll, Boweysr, and Lhe
dxo wlilzs ors wele Lo cmpa,’mta noed of faln sinse e
1:,&: Goie OBATIY GTY. &a scoun a8 the cnower endad 1% wan deside’
ta Mwwtnw}v prepane Lo caler tha sotand. Wa had spent ¢
niskt by Lhe mhug'*'em oLy w mm‘?mﬂ wramig Lrom the .,,d“m:;a
u“én&mr? f"é&\o‘@ WE ;EL.J«J’A& 43 b-’:‘lta t/ ;“‘* an*zﬁd}‘!’wbg ;‘«&Un “ 3 M’ Y
our Fuida, and g fri. sy %,‘i;’;*,“ o osarriad sur squipment Jo the
gica of the eave, We wars 3raaily :.xnpm. sgad Dy the dimensiona
the enirancs .-.xm the amm*. of rock: sitrixing the bgt,;%;am._,
i 29 foot wpe as unhy --;:,»‘«_E:-:g.;}& ER T8 RN *:@ 5 nenger, and L3

ﬁ‘i},:

eadlpoent Lo i S0 ow 1«» spe OO0 % belaw. T mw ;m‘zx: aqulpe-
Py uad thern tuken ’S?‘ut‘ dd tha sntrangg surveysd, Oprlon

sgatohad, Davlcé wenned the brunton, o Joha th e g
Twn entrancs Jo s eotencelue siev with 2 oshert flasure o tale

sien pY oanesh apgl, The v maben mwzem.»innﬁ L vs ?3"‘» ooy - 2%
Lrat. & urad Wweloooew s ek L om o ramee 1T two o ods,

eng part 70 Lueb long anog uropplas n‘»mﬂ tor 255 fect, tue
ot:‘“w:* degrping o the laedge peeviously mentioned whnere the rope
was ratiad for the next dascent, Finally at 11330 we epteywd
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~eyy Lo nhay. Janch Was enten ou the ledge bafore con—
selng Guward,  A31 of our astivitisa until the time ye dise
anred from view ot the botlom were clozely obasrved by mope
Chon isdrty villanars.  Gwo natives even .ub dowm 1o the
'*’*;w nend over - ond an o 0 of our ropas {they d4i9 not trust
the balt) and were puldled cul by several men,
: After junch Orion rappelled first to the bottom of the
entrone: to take ppoatoprapha and recelve eauipment., Joho
'.L@\w;?ﬁﬂ:. Blw, egulpeent from a volsy poaition and then he an
Devia foilowed Srion dawn, The ooy wos strewn wibh tocks
snd dens plros apt snicwla, Two shord solubtion zaviiisy sonbain
F113, an wnprantaing fissure 1t one and vreansins ammau;«aa, Z00
b passaser rouglly tweut faet in ﬁimter Join on the gther
petdtion, T s was obviously tha path water tool,

Inte Paurs ooilsciing was done .“’ the t:"ﬂ“?;l!‘af"ﬂ W L8N S
su’m;f: in the second recorded finding of the beetle Lvribe

Spnpocrindin the New Worid, This specles 13 at pm*«e*% b“.&?‘w‘;
uamﬂ* Bed By Dr. Tom Barr, A complate faunal list will be
inciuded in s future bulletin,

The passaye loading to the next drop was found to be an
evan 10 feet, About halfway down the passsce 8 pool of wuler
WAL encowitered zorosa which the gear was relayed., Hers also
tho pannsgee hﬁ;’-’ﬁ"” to wsie the =shope of a fissure sbout 25 Loat

oah, W0 s parroaze ents d the side of an estimater 240 ool
fiuted kmm.,,st whish had red Llowsbone walls, A 200 fool rape
was tied off srowund a large houlder 20 feet from the drop and
Orion La.:a’n rapprlling. Orion renched n ledge vhout 40 faat
Goun wmﬂ tainedng he poaw the botior rontinved his raponi,

t.?ml““ he sau wap omly ancthar isdne, and, fu- somore,
cadkershiag *’ngd to Lhe rope s ond sy Ireely in
we Then decided Lo drive 5 ball 36 the edpe of tie drop
Acdleional ropne,  The «sqmnmer*t winn lowered to the '
o Pinslly o the bawcm of ihe amp whigh toralsd 1T
Ponty, T toor Wag o Llsswre sbout Lifteen faot wide st the
E ::“;2’ ls ’t;.’"‘;mi; widepsd 2% the passioe level anl coniibued up oud

LLLLL

u;;fm- 10 fret the Lizmure nsrrowec and dropped 8 Fwei to

ton soelr of wntar apd o short paswiss $o the next drop, The

doo > vme diFPiogdl o nepotiste bacaune L was undsreut and

Lhe Pope Srentently a1l *wr‘ inde & narrow slod,  Meossupsus o
showsd the droep ¢ be 7 feet te what was chrlsteved tihe Cathedrsl
Roow baepuse She v**’*ls o7 the Plusurs z«asemm@d 2 Gobthis aprch
WHOTS Ard Pope wrd hunge Thdf, Yo only dry room in the cuve,
beoarm our Luse camp. A evening mea. wus nr@.;z el s Lhen

Wa sadiml outy, opger far mopre ex jorabtion ¢ o ¥ Aoy,
Sincs we wew cery tired, we slept ntich lader than had
been plias- M g *mw*atwr« tm@ugnoﬂt the vsave varied
hatussn [ F tr' 1P ag thie e dere quite camPurtanls. ol
o . Pyde eem of the TG ° ot nigh Cathedral o was ap
sleven Tost chimmey Lo a 50 foet drop into o be- utviful red

Liovetone coverad flsesure roem about 130 feat m,gf.n; Twe small
unirnertant pacsages sbout 3 feat in diameter lend sut of tkis
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cycle-shaped room. David, being the first down quickly
eliminated these passages, and found a slightly larger
assage across the length of the room., It was observed
het in some placed the walls were chipped and beaten as
if the cave had been flooded violently at times.

The chosen tubular passage extended nearly a hundred
feet but ended in a dirt £ill, Two slots in the floor led
to the only formation room in the cave, It was decided that
Orion should go first on the basis that he had better luck
than David. rope hung over a flowstone formation and
fell free for 54 feet to a flowstone benk 25 feet above a
decp lake., At first appearance the lske offered the
route, Orion waded and swam through the water only te have
David find an upper route through the formations., A roughly
elliptical shaped room was encountered with a crevice and
nunmerous holes in the floor, However, straight ahead David
found a domepit in which rocks seemed to fall forever,

Following the initial excitement, John returned to camp
for a 350 foot length of rope, After several mimutes con—
sideration David dublously decided to explore the pit as
Orion and John heckled him about the rope being too short,
David rappelled to a ledge 60 feet below where the rope lay
in a huge pile, He then talked Oriom into coming down to
help., loose rocks were cleared, the rope entangeled, a bolt
driven to aid in clearing the ledge, and David was en his
way again., In the excitement of the moment; David deseribed
the pitch as the "most fantastic thing" he had ever seen, As
usual the room was a tremendous fissure that widened nearly
out of sight at the top. When David reached bettom, he re-—
ported that the room looked like a blind pit, There seemed
to be no promising passage ocut of the room., We then returned
to camp, our hopes greatly dimmed, dbut determined to check
every possible lead the mext day.

We spent some time the next morming taking pictures and
surveying, but we quickly got on to the business of checlking
all pessible passages, Nothing was found at the top, but two
passages were explored at the bottom. One small water passage
led to a comnecting dome which had a passage up on the wsll
that drained into the dome, The other passage was at the
lower end of the room and contained a tiny stream which ran
toward the room. Exploration upstrean ylelded nothing good,

possible lead left was an elliptical 2 by 3 foot
hole in the floor near the big room into which the water ran,
John rappelled 15 feet through a small waterfall to a mud and
gravel floor, John followed the £ill slope around a formation
to the deepest point in the cave, 892 feet below the surface,
The depth makes the sotanc the second deepest in Mexico and
the fourth deepest known in the Western Hemisphere, Somcwhat
disappointed that we could not go deeper, we returned to camp
to eat and sleep.

The mext day, euxr fourth im the cave, we returmed to the
surface, The omly major difficulty encountered was lifting
the rope and ether equipment up the pitches, With the aid of
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the Mexicans who pulled our gear out the emntrance, we were
able to leave the cave T6 hours after entry. When the ropes
were measured, the last big drop was found to be 231 feetl
making the domepit sbout 250 feet., After obtaining refrescos
from the store and eating a good meal, we sacked out for some
much nea:ged rest. It was exhilirating to breath good mountain
air again,

We awoke the next day stiff and sore, but we decided to
hike around the valley for awhile, A large karst area was -
found and two caves checked. We also lBd an interesting con-—
versation with the school teacher about his students and how
the school was operated,

- The next morning we were on our way back to Jaumave by
six-thirty, We reached halfway mark and the top of the mountain
with no difficulty. After lunch it was declded to walk on ahead
because of the burros slow pace, The long slope down the
mountain seemed never ending and the desert had to be crossed
at 2 ofclock 1n the afternoon. It was with the last of our -
energy that we reached Jaumave and collapsed in the Rlo Guaya-—
lejo. After a quart of water and four cokes aplece, we began
to feel better, When the burros arrived two hours later we
packed our things in Orion's car and left for Austin,

Additions to Membership lLdist

55, Andersen, Eric 517 loma Vista Tempe, Arizona 85281
56, Anderson, Richard 49 Hubbard Ave. Red Bank, N.J,
57. Andrews, Willlam M, 1015 Tates Creek Rd, Ilexington, Ky.
53, Berr, Thomas C,, Jr., Dept. ef Zoology, Unliv, of Ky.,
Isxington, Kentucky
59, Beach, Ray 2782 Sacramento San PFrancisco, Calif,
60, Biffle, Earl 26 lake Ri, Fenton, Mo, 63026
61, Bolinger, C. Loren 1 N 500 Bloomingdale Wheaton, Ill.
62, Burnett, Bob P,0, Box 7672, UP Statien Austin, Tex,
63. Cooper, John 3304 Hilten S, Baltimore 16, Maryland
64, Cuddington, Bill Route 1 ceys Springs, Alabama
65, Duke, Jim 1700 Sabine St. Apt, 3 Austin, Texas
66, Gove, John R., III. 313 Silver Pine Dr., Hendersonville,
Nerth Carelina
gg, Haarr, A1 50 Clover Dr, Delmont, Pa, 15626
o Klekamp, Tom Greater Cincinnati Grotto, 5605 Pamlico In.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243 ,
69. laidlaw, Kenneth N, P,0, Box 35 Berkeley, Calif, 94701
70, Nagy, Bobbi 332 W, Nittany Ave, State College, Pa.
71, Ralph, Ron 5 Robertson Ave, Carmichael, Calif,
72, Sawin, Pred Texas Instruments, Box 5012, Sta., U3,
Dallas, Texas
720 Smith, Robert A. P,0, Bex 13335 Univ, Sta., Gainesville, Fla,
T4, Sproul, Mason 2502 Plateau Rd, Charlottesville, Va,
o Thrailkill, Johm Dept. ef Geology, Umiv. of Kentuocky,
lexington, Kentucky. 40506 B
76. To%, William 3340 Meadows Ct. Apt., A-2. Indiamapolis,
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ANRNCTNCEMENT

The sditorial staff of the AMCS NBWSLETTER has decided
that since intarest in the AMCS haz become a0 widespreasd that
it will endenvor 0 print a bulletin, This bulletis will sod-
tndn articles pertaining o the spelaclozy of specifisc caves
revl pave areasn zad laclude maps, scientillic, and binllopmmupinde
Cdormation. It will pe pubtlizhned s often as amgugh nlo
mation is availlacle to warrant 4t, One and possibly twe lasusa
of the BUILEMIN are schedulsd for publicstion thle year {1295,
Top NESSETTTER wiil be miccograghes wenthly snd gerve primarily
v keeyp S0 pembers abreaad ol cwrpe. b aoebivitlies in Mexlisan
cave eyxploration,

&

The AMCS Newsletier 18 published menthiy by the Assoelation
Por Mexicun Cave ! udies, P.O. Dex 7672, 'niversity Statlion;
Austin, Texas TOT12, Membership in the AMIS i 35,00 Por the
cajendar vear, with memberobhlps sturding st the flest of sash
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