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Pharmacy
Tech at
PTC

Helping
youth with
mental
illness

Photo credits: Steve Jacobson

25 young women make their debut at the Eighth Biennial Essence of Ebony Pearls Debutante
Scholarship Cotillion Sat., April 4 at the Historic St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N.
Brandy Walker
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Federation of Families
of Florida (FFF) is an organization that serves the
families of youth who are
involved in what’s known
as the system of care,
which is provided services
in areas such as mental
health, substance abuse,
foster care and even the
Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ).
Housed in the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S., the Pinellas County
chapter began in 2012.
They serve as a guide to
help families understand
and navigate the resources
available in the system of
care for their child.
According to the Pinellas County FFF Youth Coordinator Brandy Walker,
the system of care is a spectrum of effective, community-based services and
support for youth with or
at-risk for mental health or
other challenges and their
families.
See ILLNESS, page 12



BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Heads turned and jaws
dropped as 25 lovely debutantes were introduced
into society at the Ebony
Pearls Debutante Scholarship Cotillion presented by
members of the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority at the Coliseum in

downtown St. Petersburg.
Originally, debutantes
were young women of
marrying age being put on
display for eligible bachelors and their families to
view with marriage in
mind. Today’s debutantes
aren’t looking for a husband to secure their futures; no, these gorgeous
pearls will make names for
themselves in fields such
as neuroscience, forensic

psychology and anesthesiology.
The purpose of Saturday night’s affair was to
highlight achievements,
social grace and provide
scholarship opportunities
to Pinellas County junior
and senior high school
girls. These young ladies
were recognized for their
academic achievement,
church, community and
civic involvements.

As a part of their prepageantry activities, the
young ladies attended etiquette, health and wellness, poise, hair and
skincare workshops. The
debutantes also participate
in cultural activities, community service projects
and attended a proper English tea themed “An Afternoon of Pearls of Wisdom”
where they received words
See PEARLS, pages 8-10

Science rocks local park
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Frank Pierce Recreation Center, located at
2000 7th St. S., got local
children psyched about
science. Mad Science
teamed up with Just Say
Y.E.S.S., a local non-profit
organization that encourages youths to strive for
success, and gave some
hands-on experience to
kids who may normally
not be exposed to it.
“I saw this at the Y,”
announced a young man
from the audience. But al-

though afterschool programs, such as the
YMCA
and
various
schools throughout the
county offer Mad Science
programs for free, some
students may not have access to them due to lack
of transportation or other
familial restrictions.
To the dismay of
those planning the event,
Saturday’s highly advertised and free program
saw less than 25 kids, but
the small numbers didn’t
discourage Rita Fortson,
founder of Just Say
See SCIENCE, page 16

L-R, Rita Fortson, Trenton Hines and
Shannon Felton

Jeannie Pappas
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Medicine is a vital part of
the healthcare profession,
and pharmacy technicians
are instrumental in helping
to provide various healing
remedies. For those interested in entering this field,
the St. Pete campus of
Pinellas Technical College
offers its Pharmacy Technician program.
The entire program
takes approximately one
year to complete and is accredited by the American
Society of Health-System
Pharmacists.
The Basic Healthcare
Worker course is the first
segment of the program
and serves as a general
foundation for students
who wish to enter the
healthcare industry, and includes instruction on safety
procedures, wellness and
disease concepts, among
other essential topics.
“The students learn
basic CPR and first aid,”
said Jeannie Pappas, one of
the program’s two instructors. “They learn how to
recognize domestic abuse
and how to report it; they
learn basic abbreviations
and terminology. It gets
them ready for their
prospective health careers.”
The Pharmacy Technician courses that follow are
See PTC, page 11
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

God is a God of order

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
2 Timothy 1:7King
James Version (KJV)
7 For God hath not
given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind.
God is a God of Order
and Principles and He
doesn’t just say things randomly and allow us to put
them in the order we want.
I say that because I
want to ask the question,
why did He put power before love followed by
sound mind?
Over the past month I
have been dropping spiritual bombs and truths that
have for years “men of
God” have ran from and
sugar-coated or watered
down so as to think that
everyone would like them
and they would be the
most popular preacher in
town.
The bible says whom
the Lord Loves He chastens and if you don’t correct your children, you
hate them.
Proverbs
13:24
(Amp) - 24 He who
spares his rod [of disci-

pline] hates his son, but
he who loves him disciplines diligently and punishes him early.
Proverbs
19:18
(NIV) – 18 Discipline
your children, for in that
there is hope; do not be a
willing party to their
death.
Pastors are like shepherds and the saints the
sheep or parents to children. When leaders decide they know what’s best
for their children contrary
to God’s instructions, destruction and chaos are
soon to follow.
Power and faith or the
power of your faith overcomes fear which is why
it’s used first. Once fear is
defeated, now one must
have the Love of a father
to tell the children things
that will grow them spiritually and finally they
must use a sound, correct,
spiritual, and scriptural approach to teaching them.
It seems that every
time there is a pagan holiday,
every
religious
wannabee preacher has to
add their two cents and

post YouTube videos of research done by someone
else. While it’s cool from
the standpoint that the information at times is useful and accurate, that’s not
always the case.
I have seen videos saying Jesus is a mythical, fictitious imaginary person
that could not have existed
and done what the bible
says He did. I could go on
and on but the point would
be mute.
I believe people have
the right to celebrate
whatever they choose to
do and for the most part
worship whatever or however they choose. What
they can’t do is try to connect religion, pagan, and
spiritual together like they
are one in the same.
That is where I draw
the line.
If you want to tell your
kids that Peter cottontail is
hopping down the bunny
trail hiding eggs all over
the church or field or
wherever, cool. If you want
to celebrate Resurrection
Sunday that’s cool too.
Good Friday, saying some

fat white guy in a red and
white suit is gonna drop
down your chimney and
distribute the gifts you
wrote to him about at the
North Pole and let’s not
forget how he is traveling
the entire world in a few
hours to accomplish all
this. Again, cool.
If you want to decorate
your yard with a nativity
scene with 3 wise men
looking at the “baby”
Jesus lying in a manger,
great.
Everything I just mentioned is customary and
completely and totally inaccurate
scripturally
though.
Of course, rabbits are
mammals and don’t lay
eggs; YouTube the origin,
its plenty there. Jesus
rose after the Sabbath had
fully past, sundown Saturday. Mary and dem came
to the tomb on Sunday
morning to anoint the
body; they laid Jesus in
the
tomb
sundown
Wednesday, don’t know
how Friday came into
being; YouTube Saint
Nick, too much to cover

and not relevant; The bible
speaks of 3 gifts that were
given, never how many
wise men; only the shepherds saw Jesus as a baby
lying in a manger, by the
time the wise men had arrived, Jesus was a young
child under three years
old.
As leaders and representatives of Jesus Himself, we have an obligation
to speak the truth, the
true Word of God as it was
given to us as though
Jesus Himself is in the
pews, and to be quite honest, if you trust and believe
the Word of God, He said
He would NEVER leave us
nor forsake us.
So, every time there is
a compromised or watered-down message coming from the pulpit, He is
there.
Remember what Aron
said when Moses came
down with the Word of
God and he collected all
the gold from the people
when they wanted to make
their own idol, he was
afraid of the people and
the people made him do it;

remember what Moses
said when he struck the
rock twice instead of
speaking to the rock as
God told him to do, the
people made me do it.
In both instances, what
was the result? Did God
grant them a reprieve or
give them a mulligan, a do
over, a second chance to
get it right? Aron was punished and of course,
Moses lost out on the
Promised Land.
We as leaders at home
and in the pulpit have a fiduciary responsibility to
ensure that when it comes
to spiritual matters that we
represent Jesus and in
doing so must teach to
please Him not man.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison,
PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open
Door Church of God &
True Holiness - 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete.

CONNECT WITH US!
DELIVER THE

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing programs
for owner-occupied single family households. The City offers zero percent (0%)
interest loans for: 1) home repairs and 2) to first time homebuyer’s for down payment
and closing cost assistance. Homeowners must be income eligible to qualify.
For complete program requirements go to the City’s Housing and Community
Development (“HCD”) website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.asp.
To take advantage of these opportunities,
contact HCD at (727) 893-7247 or via email at Housing@stpete.org.
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PINELLAS AND URBAN COUNTY
2015-2019 CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND 2015-2016 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Solutions Grant, and
HOME Investment Partnership Programs
The Pinellas County Consortium has prepared a Five-Year (FY2015-FY2019)
Consolidated Plan that identifies housing and community development needs,
priorities, objectives, and strategies. In addition, a one-year Action Plan (FY20152016) has been prepared to address needs identified in the Five-Year Plan. This
notice provides a summary of proposed FY2015-2016 projects and funding, and
gives locations for reviewing the Action Plan.
The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of
Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of the HOME Investment
Partnership (HOME) program. Currently the includes all of the unincorporated
areas and twenty cities cooperating in ’s CDBG program. Funding sources of
proposed projects are the Pinellas County Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s
HOME program.
Funds expected to be available are as follows (the City of is advertising their
CDBG funding and proposed projects separately):
The following projections include:
$ 2,407,689
$
85,000
$ 975,709
$ 800,000
$ 215,925
$ 4,484,323

CDBG Entitlement
CDBG Program Income
HOME Entitlement
HOME Program Income
ESG Entitlement
Subtotal

In addition, an estimated $3,000,000 in allocation and program income from the
State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $80,000
in program income from the Housing Trust Fund program are included below to
indicate how housing goals will be met.
2015-2016 funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:
Target Area Improvement Program
Citizens Alliance for Progress Facility Design ($100,000 CDBG)
Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center Acquisition and Expansion
($125,140 CDBG)
NRSA/Target Area Land Acquisition/Site Development ($62,481 CDBG)
Pinellas County Urban Young Life Facility Rehabilitation ($55,000 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Highpoint Branch Facility Rehabilitation
($75,165 CDBG)
Target Area Activity Delivery
Public Facilities Program and Activity Delivery
Kimberly Home Acquisition ($154,201 CDBG)
Family Resources Facility Rehabilitation ($13,000 CDBG)
Religious Community Services Food Bank Rehabilitation ($40,000 CDBG)
Starting Right Now Facility Rehabilitation ($300,000 CDBG)
The Arc Tampa Bay Tarpon Springs Day Program Facility Rehabilitation
($25,645 CDBG)
Public Facilities Activity Delivery
Public Infrastructure Program
City of Dunedin Streetscape Project ($225,000 CDBG)
City of Gulfport Streetscape Project ($300,000 CDBG)
Public Infrastructure Activity Delivery
Public Services Program and Activity Delivery
Directions for Living Homeless Services Operations ($126,985 CDBG)
Gulfcoast Legal Services Fair Housing Program Operations ($21,534 CDBG)
Lighthouse of Pinellas Operations ($20,000 CDBG)
Pinellas Opportunity Council - Chore Services Operations ($30,000 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Omni Center Operations ($235,000 CDBG)
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention Services Program
Rental Assistance ($178,731 ESG)
Data Collection (HMIS) ($5,000 ESG)
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention Activity Delivery ($16,000 ESG)
Housing Preservation Program
Housing Preservation City of Largo ($99,284 HOME)
Housing Preservation ($702,499 HOME, $1,000,000 SHIP, $72,000 HTF)
Code Enforcement ($85,000 CDBG)
Housing Preservation Activity Delivery
Housing Production Program
Housing Production ($500,000 HOME, $1,102,238 SHIP)
Housing Production Activity Delivery
Homeownership Promotion Program
Housing Opportunities Largo Down Payment Assistance ($50,000 HOME)
Housing Opportunities (Ownership) ($100,000 HOME, $500,000 SHIP)
Housing Counseling and Self Sufficiency Services ($175,000 SHIP)
Homeownership Promotion Activity Delivery
Administration
$692,303 Federal Grants
Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, alternate projects are proposed
based on the amount of additional funds received and readiness of projects to
proceed: Alternates: Central Lealman NRSA Land Acquisition ($300,000); Friends of
Ridgecrest Land Acquisition/Expansion ($300,000); Clearview Elementary Facility
Renovation ($50,000); Police Athletic League Facility Rehabilitation ($47,500);
CASA Facility Rehabilitation ($233,000); Directions for Living Facility Rehabilitation
($300,000); PARC Curry Villa Group Home Rehabilitation ($74,639); WestCare Gulf
Coast Florida Davis-Bradley Facility Rehabilitation ($279,804); The Arc Tampa Bay
Long Center Rehabilitation ($110,410); City of Oldsmar Water Main Replacement
Project ($300,000); Catholic Charities Pinellas Hope Operations ($40,000); Gulfcoast
Legal Services Housing Preservation Operations ($43,909); Homeless Emergency
Project Operations ($50,000); NRSA/Target Area Neighborhood Cleanups ($50,000);
Police Athletic League Operations ($82,580); Religious Community Services Food
Bank Operations ($40,000); The Local Community Housing Corporation Home
Share Program Operations ($36,765); Van Gogh’s Palette Vincent House Operations
($45,000); and Westcare Gulfcoast Florida Turning Point Operations ($71,136).
Approximately 100% of Pinellas County CDBG funds are allocated to activities which
principally benefit low- and moderate-income households.
Two households are anticipated to be displaced as a result of the projects outlined
above. The impacted households will be relocated in accordance with the Uniform
Relocation Act. The Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance
Plan required under the CDBG program is available for viewing at the Planning
Department address listed below.
Availability for Viewing
A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2015-2016 Action Plan is available
for viewing on the Community Development and Planning website at
www.pinellascounty.org/community and at the following locations until
May 2, 2015.Public comments on the Plan are invited during this period
and should be sent to the Pinellas County Planning Department, Community
Development and Planning Division at the address below.
• Pinellas County Community Planning Department, Community Development
and Planning Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
• City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue,
Largo, FL 33779
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Free energy makeovers coming to Uptown & Methodist Town communities
BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
More than 1,200 income-eligible customers in the Uptown and Methodist Town
communities will soon
receive a free energy
makeover from Duke
Energy. Through the company’s innovative Neighborhood Energy Saver
program, Duke will install
up to 16 energy-saving improvements at the homes
and apartments of qualified
customers.
“Duke Energy is committed to helping our customers better understand
and manage their energy
use,” said Alex Glenn,
Duke Energy State president - Florida. “Through
our Neighborhood Energy
Saver program, we provide
customers the tools to help
reduce their energy bills
and the information needed
to make long-lasting, positive change.”
Melvin Philpot, Duke
program manager responsible for this program since
2007, told The Weekly Challenger: “The important
thing we learned implementing this program is
that it actually gives us
residual or additional benefits. The people that we
meet in the communities
we get a chance to visit, and
implement a program like
this, chances are would
never get an opportunity to
learn about energy efficiency – and how to really
save money on their bills.”
The Neighborhood Energy Saver program helps

income eligible customers
living in select census-defined communities. Since
the program’s inception in
2006, the company has implemented it in more than
40 communities across the
state and installed approximately 380,000 energy-efficiency improvements in
more than 20,600 customers’ homes.
The Duke Neighborhood Energy Saver program kickoff is Tues., April
21 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Dwight Jones Community
Center, 1035 Burlington
Ave. N. At the event, eligible customers will learn
about the program and the
energy-efficiency improvements that, when used in
conjunction with energysaving practices, can help
save up to $150 a year in energy costs.
In the weeks that follow,
Duke Neighborhood Energy Saver team members
will install the improvements. Each participant
will receive up to 16 energy-efficiency improvements at no cost, including:
water heater wraps and insulation for water pipes;
low-flow faucet aerator and
low-flow showerhead; refrigerator coil brush and refrigerator thermometer;
wall plate thermometer;
HVAC winterization kit;
water heater temperature
check and adjustment and
HVAC filters and a filterchange calendar.
The company will also
educate customers about
the behaviors and other factors that contribute to their

energy bills. Duke also
helps reduce energy loss
through the installation of
door sweeps, caulking,
foam insulation, weather
stripping and clear patch
tape. In addition, the company provides up to five
compact fluorescent light
bulbs.
In partnership with the
Department of Economic
Opportunity’s Weatherization Assistance Program,
City of St Petersburg and
Pinellas County Urban
League, Duke will make energy-efficient
improvements in more than 1,200
homes and apartments at
no cost to residents in this
target area:
From First Avenue
North and 16th Street
North, north on 16th Street
North to Eighth Avenue
North, east on Eighth Avenue North to Ninth Street
North (MLK), south on
Ninth Street North to First
Avenue North and west on
First Avenue North back to
16th Street North.

Melvin Philpot, Duke Program Manager
Federal and state guidelines and census data are
used to objectively select
communities where the
program would be most
beneficial.
The Neighborhood Energy Saver program began
as a pilot project in 2006 in St.
Petersburg’s Palmetto Park
community. The program

Photo shows a low-flow showerhead

has been so successful that
the company has conducted
the outreach in 40 communities statewide, including
Clearwater, Eatonville, New
Port Richey, several other St.
Petersburg neighborhoods
and Tarpon Springs earlier
this year.
Since 1981, Duke Energy has helped its Florida

customers save nearly
$1.25 billion through its energy-efficiency programs.
“Energy efficiency is
critical to meeting our
state’s long-term energy
needs,” Glenn emphasized.
“It is the quickest, easiest
and most environmentally
friendly way to reduce energy use.”

Photo shows a wrapped water heater.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Little League Baseball Protest
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – A
protest/rally was held Sat.,
April 4 at Childs Park’s
baseball field to drum up
support and interest in
helping inner-city kids play
baseball. Thomas English
has taken it upon himself
for the last 15 years to try
and round up enough children from their homes
every Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday to play
ball. He calls it RNBI: Reviving Negro Baseball in
Inner Cities.
English takes them to
the park, teaches them the
game of baseball, mentors
them and then takes them
back home. No game for
them.
They have no uniforms
and no teams to play
against. They can’t afford
the uniforms, insurance
and thus far, English said,
he has not had a positive response when contacting
Little League coaches
when it comes to playing
with his teams.
He said the children are
tired of practicing three
days a week and not being
able to play. English fears
that one by one they are
going to head back to the
streets. He tries to introduce to the children the
passion for the sport, a
sense of teamwork and
community. He stands up
for the underdogs, but who
stands up for him?
English believes racism
is involved but according to
the President of Bay Point

Little League Kevin Walsh,
there are additional factors
in play.
Walsh said he’s never
been contacted by Coach
English or the outcome
may have been a little different. He said he’s willing
to play a game “here and
there.” Little League is licensed with the state and
federal government and is
a non-profit. In addition to
receiving the necessary
fees from the parents of
ball players, Bay Point Little League is supported in
part by the Achieva Credit
Union. There are jerseys,
socks, hats and more that
must be covered. In fact,
they have to rent the field,
pay for liability insurance
and more.
Walsh is willing to
speak with English to get
“special games” approved.
“That’s what they’re called,
special games,” Walsh said
as he explained it takes
about two weeks to get
each special game approved by Little League International.
Little League Baseball
must have liability insurance when playing against
other leagues that cost
around $1,500 per year.
Walsh said his child was
in a camp at Eckerd College one summer and another child got hurt. The
family sued for $10,000,000
and they had to shut down
the camp. “People sue,” he
said.
His territory goes from
East Central Avenue to all
the way west of 34th Street.
They want to draw more

children from the Campbell
Park area, but that is not
permitted to happen at this
time. Right now, if kids
want to play on their
league, they’d have to get a
ride over to Bay Point, and
in many cases that is just
too far.
With regard to racism
playing a role in why others
families and children may
not want to play in certain
areas of south St. Pete,
Walsh begrudgingly admitted that although he didn’t
feel this way, “Some
leagues don’t want to come
to the south end. There are
some teams that will not,
and unfortunately we have
to deal with that.”
English maintains that
he has asked people repeatedly, “Can my black kids
play with you all,” to which
they respond, “Let me
check with coach so and
so,” but never get back to
him.
He believes it’s because
of hate. He said he’s been a
witness to all of it. “With
the old Negros, the field of
baseball is filled with corruption, jealousy and hate.
If they are less than you
they won’t play you,” English said. He said he goes
through this every baseball
season.
He wants to raise awareness. “Negro baseball is
back without the Negro.
The Negro don’t give a
damn about the Negro,” he
said adding that he does
not get the response from
people that he believes he
should.
English said he picks up

the kids, takes them to the
park, mentors them, they
practice and he takes them
home. The children are
ages 12 and under and they
can been seen at either
Childs Park or Campbell
Park.
He’s calling out to “nonhateful baseball fans” and
asking people to protest Little League Baseball and its
structured hate toward
black children, calling
them Little League Baseball victims.
English has sent a 2x4
letter to President Barack
Obama and has contacted
several other politicians to
draw attention to his cause.
He wants people to know
that Negro baseball is back.
English has written a
book entitled “Negro Baseball is Back! Without the
Negro.” The price is $100 a
copy for the 16-page book.
He explained the reason for
the adsorbent price is because with each copy sold,
a uniform can be purchased.
He’s also looking for
“non-hateful sponsors.” You
may make your checks out
to him and send them to:
1831 Martin Luther King
Street S. Unit #1, St. Petersburg, FL 33704
“They aren’t getting the
chance to play the actual
game of baseball. They
want to play a real game,”
he stressed.
The mayor’s office was
contacted and said they
were going to see if something could be done
through the Parks and
Recreation Department.

Also, Mert Leeman, president of the Little League
Baseball Florida District
Administrators has also
been contacted.
On his website it reads
that they “encourage all of
the Little Leagues in
Florida to continue to expand their Baseball, Softball
and
Challenger
Programs to make them
available to as many boys

and girls as possible. The
more kids that get to participate, the better!”
However, the problem
with that is that not all boys
and girls can afford to participate. Little League is a
non-profit entity and depends greatly on contributors. Leeman said he is
working on what he can do
to help the City of St. Pete
deal with this issue.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Free legal workshops
BY PATTYE L. SAWYERHAMPTON
Pinellas County Urban
League

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Credit rebuilding: Join the club!
Having good credit matters. Creditors use credit-scoring systems to determine if you’d be a good risk for credit
cards, auto loans, and mortgages. Other
types of businesses, including
auto and homeowners
insurance companies
and phone companies, are using
credit scores to
decide whether
to issue you a
policy or provide
you with a service and on what
terms. A higher
credit score is
taken to mean
you are less of a risk, which, in turn,
means you are more likely to get credit
or insurance – or pay less for it.
If circumstances such as job loss or
health problems caused you to experience difficulties in paying bills and meeting all your obligations on time and your
credit suffered as a consequence, there
is no better time than now to start rebuilding your credit. And Neighborhood
Home Solutions (NHS) is here to help
you.
On the second Tuesday of the

month, from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m., NHS offers
the Credit Zone Club. In a comfortable
and informal setting, participants meet
to learn and share knowledge, to discuss
money truths,
how to reduce
debt, budget
expenses and
improve credit.
And when the
subject is credit
rebuilding, the
group is in “the
zone” – focused
on individualized plans to
help
them
reach their financial goals.
If you are interested in joining the Credit Zone Club
or in finding out about our other financial
education programs, please call NHS at
727-821-6897.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas County Community
Development, and the City of St. Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Through its new partnership with the St. Petersburg Bar Association, the
Pinellas County Urban
League is hosting the
“Ask a Lawyer” workshop
series, held on the third
Thursday of every month
from 6-7 p.m. at the Urban
League, 333 31st St. N., St.
Petersburg.
In an informal, relaxed
atmosphere, participants
can ask questions of St.
Petersburg Bar attorneys
on topics such as child
support and custody, divorce, Social Security, employer issues, bankruptcy,
unfair arrests and more –
free of charge.
Launched in February,
each month’s session focuses on a different topic;
the first two sessions were
on Probate and Estate
Planning (wills) and Family Law (divorce, child
support/ custody).
Participants can rest
assured they are receiving
accurate legal information
because every session is
led by trusted local St. Petersburg Bar attorneys

who review the topics in
simple, straightforward
terms, taking time to give
in depth responses during
the question and answer
period.
The next session will
be held Thurs., April 16
with
Employment
Law/Workers’ Compensation as the topic. Future
sessions will include:
Criminal Law (DUIs, unfair arrest) in May; Probate/Elder Law in June
and bankruptcy/ credit issues in July.
“We are pleased with
the community’s response
to the workshops thus far,
and would love to see even
more people take advantage of this opportunity to
get free legal advice.

These information sessions provide a wonderful
forum in which participants can get answers to
their legal questions in a
casual, pressure-free setting, and represent yet another way the Urban
League works to Empower Communities and
Change Lives,” said Pinellas County Urban League
President & CEO, Watson
Haynes.
Light refreshments will
be served at 5:30 p.m.
Space is limited, and participants should contact
the Pinellas County Urban
League at (727) 327-3568,
or email Wendy LaneSchofield
at
WLane@pcul.org to reserve their seat.
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Youth summer journalism program
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The renowned Poynter Institute is looking for a select group of Bay area
students to participate in
its high school summer
journalism program.
The program, which
was founded along with
the prestigious institute in
1975, runs this year
from June 15 - 19, and the
application deadline is
April 20. High school students may apply, along
with students who will
enter high school in the
fall of 2015. Thirty-five
total students are selected
to attend the weeklong
classes at the Poynter Institute, 801 Third St. S.
“The program is a
great introduction to journalism for those who are
either interested in journalism or are just curious
about how the news business works,” said faculty
member Wendy Wallace.
“Basically we spend a
week together, and if
you’re interested in writing you can work hard on
your writing and become
better, whether you’re
writing for publication or
you’re just writing for
yourself. Or if you’re interested in photography your
photography skills will improve, and if you’re interested in journalism you’ll
learn a little bit about
everything!”
Students will work on
one main piece of writing
as the focus for the week,
though there will be other
exercises, Wallace said.
Often the students get to
work on projects in small
groups, which are based
on the students’ compatible skills or comparable interest. They can also take
full advantage of the modern technologies available
in the media today to create special projects.
“For example,” Wallace
said, “if you’re a high
school newspaper and you
wanted to do a Google
map that shows where the
high school football team
is playing all of its away
games this year, you can

Wendy Wallace

do a custom Google map
that would plot those other
schools, and it might have
information about parking
or whether there’s a concession stand. So instead
of writing a long story
about where the football
games are, you can show
where the football games
are.”
The program includes
a variety of guest speakers
including reporters and
photographers as wells as
web designers and graphic
artists.
“Journalism isn’t just
reporting and writing anymore,” Wallace attested.
“We have cool visual tools
we can use.”
As a bonus for the students who complete the
program, they will have
the opportunity to visit
WTSP Channel 10 and
watch the news broadcast
from inside the studio for
one evening.
“We’ll be sitting there
about 20 feet away from
the Channel 10 news anchor,” Wallace said, “and
we also get to see the news
from the control room
where they cue in the cameras and raise the sound







levels and oversee the
broadcast.”
Wallace, who has been
with the program for 10
years, believes that it can
be beneficial to teens simply by bringing those with
common interests together.
“What I find most years
is that even if someone
doesn’t think they want to
be a journalist one day,”
she said, “they enjoy
spending a week with
other kids who like writing
or they like photography
or they like design because you don’t always run
across kids like that every
day.”
For more information on
the Poynter Institute High

Please Attend Our Gospel Meeting
Rubonia Church of Christ
1124 72nd Street Court East in Palmetto
You are cordially invited to attend our gospel
meeting April 13-15 7:30 pm each day
Special guess ministers each night
Bring your bible and a friend
(727) 421-3378 or (727) 452-7597
Alphonso Thomas is the minister

School Summer Journalism
Program or to apply online,
visit www.poynter.org/highschool
Questions? Contact Andrew DeLong, program coordinator, at 727-553-4704 or
seminars@poynter.org.

BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Shampoo Me
Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)
2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875
Coupon expires 5/21/15

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  





Call TODAY for an appointment

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

Phone: 727-894-1734

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2015

COMMUNITY NEWS
Debutante Scholarship Cotillion
From PEARLS, page 1

of wisdom from several distinguished women in the
community.
The program was also
honored to have the men of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. Theta Eta Chapter assist
with the escorts and provided the cotillion ushers
from their young men’s program known as Project
Alpha. These young men attended gentleman’s etiquette and mentoring
workshops.
Some 700 people attended the invitation only
event emceed by the sophisticated Deputy Mayor
Kanika Tomalin and the
handsome Reverend Kenny
Irby of Bethel AME Church.
Debutante Mahogani
Anderson
Mahogani Anderson is
the daughter of Corey Anderson
and
Danyelle
Hughes. She is a junior at
The Boca Ciega High
School, and some of her
school programs and activities include membership
in the SWAT Club, Dr. Mac
J. Williams Award recipient
for academic excellence, an
Advancement Via Individual Determination student,
an advance placement student scholar, Marine Club
member and STEMTEC
Associate.

She also volunteers at
the Uhuru House, and has
received the Junior Achievement Job Shadow Certificate of Achievement. After
graduating from high
schools, she plans to attend
Howard University and
major in African-American
history. Her career goal is to
become a college professor.
Mahogani’s hobbies include shopping, cooking,
baking and hanging out with
friends. Her escort for the
evening was Jon Quinton
Lamar Washington who is a
junior at St. Petersburg High
School. She was presented
by George Smith.
Debutante Kennedi
Arielle Bolden
Kennedi Arielle Bolden
is the daughter of Edward
Bolden, Jr. and Kathy Cason.
She is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School, where
she is a member of the Principal Advisory Committee,
the Multicultural Club and

Girlfriends Incorporated.
She is also a member of
Delta GEMS of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Incorporated.
After graduation from
high schools, she plans to attend a Historically Black
College or University,
preferably Bethune Cookman University with a major
in business management.
Her career goal is to become
a successful businesswoman with a Fortune 500
company.

Kennedi’s hobbies include shopping, spending
money, watching movies,
taking selfies and spending
quality time with family and
friends. Her escort for the
evening was Zuriel Mikael
Collins, a senior at Clearwater Central Catholic High
School. She was presented
by Edward Bolden, Jr.
Debutante Mara Lacole Brody
Mara Lacole Brody is
the daughter of Attorneys
Carl Brody, Jr. and Lisa
Brody. She is a junior at the
Center for Advanced Technology at Lakewood High
School, and is a member of
Lakewood High School
Honor Roll and the National
Honor Society, where she
volunteers as a tutor.

In addition, Mara is a
member of the Lakewood
High School Varsity Softball
Team, a three year starter
for the Lady Spartans and a
two year All-County selection as a first baseman. She
is a member of Team Florida
Travel Softball Team and
was part of the delegation to
Guayacil, Ecuador, as a softball ambassador.
A member of the Girl
Scouts of American, Mara
has earned bronze, silver
and presently completing

her gold award, which is the
highest award in Girl
Scouts. She is a Mac J.
Williams scholar and a
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite GEMS Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend a university and major
in cultural studies or cognitive and behavioral neuroscience. She plans to
become a doctor and travel
to underdeveloped countries and assist in emergency medical aid.
Mara’s hobbies and favorite activities include softball, traveling, cooking and
photography. Her escort for
the evening was Lawrence
William Morris Hamilton, a
student at St. Petersburg
Catholic High School. She
was presented by Carl
Brody, Jr.
Debutante
Alexia
Nicole Byrd
Alexia Nicole Byrd is the
daughter of Rolanda King
and Corrie Byrd, III. She is
a senior at Gibbs High
School where some of her
activities include membership in the BETA Program,
a staff member of the
school’s yearbook and she is
a dual-enrolled student at St.
Petersburg College.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida International
University to major in psychology. Her career goal is to
become a successfully criminal forensic psychologist.
Alexia enjoys watching
her favorite television
shows and her favorite author is Sharon Draper. Her
hobbies include reading
and spending quality time
with family and friends. Her
escort for the evening was
Barry Gerard Brown, Jr., a
senior at Gibbs High
School. She was presented
by Corrie Byrd, III.
Debutante
JaeLyn
Mone’t Dorsey
JaeLyn Mone’t Dorsey
is the daughter of Janelle
Batson and Herb Dorsey.
She is a senior at St. Petersburg High School and is a
member of the Health Occupations Student Organization. She is also a
member of the Spectrum
Multicultural Club, the Key

Service Club, the Young
Democrats Club and is editor-in-chief of the Palmetto
and Pine Newspaper.
A member of the debate
team and the Student Government Association, she
also belongs to the National
Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Social Studies Honor Society and Class
Bank #10. She also volunteers at All Children’s Hospital
and
the
Florida
Holocaust Museum.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to
attend the University of
Florida and major in biomedical sciences in the
pre-med track. Her career
goal is to become a pediatric plastic surgeon and
one day open her own private practice.
JaeLyn’s hobbies include reading, writing
poetry, playing tennis, shopping and scrapbooking. Her
escort was Joshua Elijah
Gilbert, a senior at St. Petersburg High School. She
was presented by Herb
Dorsey.
Debutante Eboni Annette Evans
Eboni Annette Evans is
the daughter of Sherman
and Serita Evans. She is a
junior at The Boca Ciega
High School Medical Magnet Program and is a member of the Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corps and
the flag football team.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend the University of Central Florida and her career
goal is to become a pediatric
nurse.
Eboni’s hobbies include
spending time with friends
and family, singing in the
choir, relaxing and shop-

ping. Her escort for the
evening was Koby Martino
Wynn, a junior at The Boca
Ciega High School. She was
presented by Sherman
Evans.
Debutante
Shelby
Alexis Fintak
Shelby Alexis Fintak is
the daughter of Michael
Scott
(deceased)
and
Yolanda McGill-Fintak. She
is a senior at St. Petersburg
High School International
Baccalaureate Program, and
her activities include being
the vice president of the Science National Honor Society, the National Honor
Society, Art Honor Society
and the Environmental
Club.
A member of the Key
Club, she received the Dr.
Mac J. Williams Academic
Excellence Award and has
been a member for six years
in the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite GEMS AKAdemy.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to
travel the world, visiting
places such as Japan and
France. Her career goal is to
write, produce and direct
films, as well as own a coffee
shop in Tokyo.

Shelby’s hobbies include
watching old horror movies,
riding her red diamond bike
and taking bubble baths.
Her escort for the evening
was Timothy Andrews Johnson, II, a sophomore at The
Boca Ciega High School.
She was presented by Eland
Wilson, Sr.
Debutante
Maiya
Alexandria Fudge
Maiya Alexandria Fudge
is the daughter of Destry
Fudge, Sr. and Dr. Marilyn
Fudge. She is a junior honor
cadet at Admiral Farragut
Academy, and is a member
of the National Honor Society, vice president of the Student Athletic Advisory
Committee and a member of
the varsity volleyball team.
In addition, she is the
captain of the varsity softball
team, Platoon Leader at Admiral Farragut Academy
and a member of Girl Scout
Troop 94 for 11 years where
she earned bronze and silver Girl Scout awards and is
currently working on the
gold award.

Maiya is a member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated
Exquisite
GEMS Program. She attends Bethel Community
Baptist Church and participates in the Youth Usher
Ministry.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend a college or university
where she will play softball.
Her career goal is to major
in women’s studies, attend
law school and become a
women’s rights attorney.

Her hobbies include listening to all genres of music,
spending time with family
and friends and watching
and playing all sports. Her
escort for the evening was
Kovon Neil Parker, a senior
at St. Petersburg High
School. She was presented
by Destry Fudge, Sr.
Debutante Cornisha
Dashawn Givens
Cornisha
Dashawn
Givens is the daughter of
Cassandra Carter and Corey
Devine Givens. She is a junior at The Boca Ciega High
School and her activities include participating in the
Spanish Honor Society, Debate Club, Multicultural
Club and Cheerleading
Club.

She volunteers at St.
Antony’s Hospital, Great Exploration Children Museum
and the Tampa Bay Orthopedic Association.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida State University
and major in nursing. Her
career goal is to become a
certified registered nurse
anesthetist.
Cornisha’s hobbies include shopping, designing
things, cheering, dancing
and spending time with family and friends. Her escort
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for the evening was Iy’Rese
A. Scott, a junior at Canterbury High School. She was
presented by Corey Devine
Givens.
Debutante
Natori
Sharnea Harper
Natori Sharnea Harper is
the daughter of Erick and
Kenyatta Killins. She is an
Honor Society Junior at The
Boca Ciega High School
Medical Magnet Program,
and is a member of the Girlfriends Program, a recipient
of the Dr. Mac J. Williams
Academic Award and a
member of the cheerleading
team.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida State University, and her career goal is to
become an anesthesiologist.
Natori’s hobbies include
cheerleading, spending time
with friends and volunteering with various agencies
and community organizations. Her escort was
Aldrick Griffin, Jr., a sophomore student at The Boca
Ciega High School. She was
presented by Eric Killins.
Debutante
A’Niysa
Tonai Livingston
A’Niysa Tonai Livingston
is the daughter Belton and
Angela Livingston. She is a
senior at Lakeside Christian
High School, and is a recipient of the Precious Pearls
Academic Award. In addition to being an honor roll
student, she is a recipient of
the Dr. Mac J. Williams Academic Award and the color
guard quartermaster for
Tarpon Springs High School
National Award Band.
A lover of sports, she is a
member of the basketball,
volleyball and track teams
and has been involved in
synchronized swimming for
the past six years.

She has received many
achievements and various
awards, and after graduation
from high school she plans
to attend college and major
in business management
and accounting with a minor
in dance. Her career goal is
to own a franchise of dance
schools across the country.
A’Niysa hobbies and favorite activities include
dancing, swimming, having
fun while enjoying life and
spending time with family
and friends. Her escort was
Osiris Warren, a junior at
Northeast High School. She

was presented by Belton Livitngston, III.
Debutante
Shavell
Tabjae Martin
Shavell Martin is the
daughter of Otis Martin and
Janice Thomas. She is a senior at Pinellas Park High
School where she maintains
a 3.8 grade point average
and has received various
awards all while taking rigorous courses.
She is the president of
the Law Honor Society and
a member of Kiwanis Club,
an Advancement Via Individual Determination student,
National Honor Society,
Principal’s Student Advisory
Council, the Criminal Justice
Academy Advisory Committee, Florida Future Educators of America and Rho
Kappa.
Shavell volunteers at the
Sixth Judicial Courthouse
for Teen Arbitration, Pinellas Opportunity Council,
Daystar Life Center and participates in the Bay Point
Christian Church Youth
Group.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida State University where she plans to
receive a doctorate in social
psychology.
Shavell’s hobbies include crafting and providing for her community. Her
escort was Robert James
Maher, Jr., a senior at Pinellas Park High School Criminal Justice Academy. She
was presented by Cresencio Davis.
Debutante
Erica
Nicole McCallister
Erica Nicole McCallister is the daughter of Emmett McCallister, Jr. and
Shauna McCallister. She is
a junior at Gibbs High
School Business Economic
Technology
Academy
where she is a member of
the Key Club and the National Honor Society.

In addition, she is junior
class vice president, yearbook staff member, a member of Mu Alpha Theta,
Professional Opportunities
Program for Student, a Dr.
Mac J. Williams Scholar and
a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite GEMS Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida A&M University or Howard University,

and her career goal is to become an actuary.
Erica’s hobbies include
watching television, shopping and spending time with
friends and family. Her escort for the evening was Jarrett Colquitt, a junior at
Lakewood High School. She
was presented by Emmett
McCallister, Jr.
Debutante Dominique
Dejane McRae
Dominique
Dejane
McRae is the daughter of
Freddie McRae, Jr. and
Mandeisa McRae. She is a
senior at St. Petersburg Collegiate High School and is a
member of the National
Honor Society.

A member of the Interact Club, she also belongs to
the Ethics in Action Club,
the Junior Achievement and
the St. Petersburg College
President’s Honor’s List.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Drexel University and
major in education. Her career goal is to become an elementary school teacher.
Dominique’s hobbies
and activities include reading, long walks in the park,
shopping and spending time
with family and friends. Her
escort for the evening was
Tristan Queton Denton, a
freshman at St. Petersburg
College. She was presented
by Freddie McRae, Jr.
Debutante
Da’Jhal
Korea Denise Monroe
Da’Jhal Korea Denise
Monroe is the daughter of
Kori and Twanna Monroe.
She is a junior at The Boca
Ciega High School where
she is number one in her
class.

She is secretary of the
Spanish Honor Society,
treasurer of the Junior
Class, a member of the varsity cheerleading team, a
Junior Advocate of Fab’s
Forum, a member of the
CWMP Program, a member
of the Girlfriends Program
and a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.
After graduating from
high school, she plans to enroll as a pre-med major at a
college or university. Her career goal is become an anesthesiologist and start her
own office, and eventually
practicing in developing
countries.

Da’Jhal’s hobbies include dancing, cheerleading, watching movies,
traveling, reading and
spending time with family
and friends. Her escort was
Jean Lego-Duterne, a senior at Gibbs High School.
She was presented by Kori
Monroe.
Debutante
Chelsea
Marie Newton
Chelsea Marie Newton
is the daughter of Councilmember Wengay and
Melissa Newton. She is a
junior at The Boca Ciega
High School, where she is a
member of Spanish Honor
Society, the National Honor
Society, flag football team,
Debate Club and the Zoology Club.
After graduating from
high school, she plans to attend Florida International
University, and her career
goal is to become a small animal veterinarian.

Chelsea’s hobbies include reading, going to the
beach and spending time
with family and friends. Her
escort for the evening was
Rashad Young, a junior at
Northside Christian School.
She was presented by the
Honorable Councilmember
Wengay M. Newton, Sr.
Debutante
Jelani
Nadiri Pitts
Jelani Nadiri Pitts is the
daughter of Robert Pitts, Jr.
and Busara Pitts. She is an
advanced placement and
honors senior at Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
at Gibbs High School.
She is a member of the
National Honor Society, the
Dance Club, the Universal
Cheerleading Association
and is an All-Star Cheerleader.

In additional, she is an
active member of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, where she participates in the Youth Dance
Ministry and the Media
Ministry. She volunteers at
Childs Park YMCA, Enterprise Village and the Pinellas County School Personnel
Office.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to become a psychology major at
Florida A&M University.
Her career goal is to become
a forensic psychologist for
juvenile offenders.
Jelani’s hobbies include
dancing, cheering, stepping,

shopping, texting, watching
television, listening to music
and spending time with family and friends. Her escort
was Kenneth Goodsby, Jr., a
senior at Lakewood High
School Center for Advanced
Technologies. She was presented by Robert Pitts, Jr.
Debutante
Taylor
Scott
Taylor Scott is the
daughter of Tiffany Scott.
She is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School where
she is involved in the Girlfriends of Pinellas County
Program, the Marine Science Club and is a member
of the Principal Student Advisory Committee.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend a four year university to
major in the sciences. Her
career goal is to become a
respiratory therapist.
Taylor’s hobbies include
reading and spending time
with family and friends. Her
escort for the evening was
Kenneth Lamar Reeves, a
senior at Gibbs High School
Business, Economic, Technology Academy. She was
presented
by
Berton
Clemons, III.
Debutante
A’Rielle
Cierra Snead
A’Rielle Cierra Snead is
the daughter of Lewin and
Keisha Snead. She is a junior
at The Center for Wellness
and Medical Profession at
The Boca Ciega High
School where she is a member of the Spanish Honor Society, a varsity cheerleader
and is a cheerleading first
place winner.

She is also a two time recipient of the Dr. Mac J.
Williams Award, a national
champion All-Star Cheerleader, coach for the West
Coast Conference Varsity
and JV Teams and a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite GEMS Program.
In addition, she is the
local YPD president and
church school secretary.
After graduation from high
school, she plans to attend
Florida International University and major in nursing.
Her career goal is to become
a neonatal nurse.
A’Rielle’s hobbies include cheerleading, reading,
singing in the church youth
choir and spending time
with family and friends. Her

escort for the evening was
Mekell Emnri Phillips, a
senior at Lakewood High
School. She was presented
by Leewin Snead.
Debutante
India
Lavette Srinivasa
India Lavette Srinivasa
is the daughter of Chan
and Sabrina Srinivasa. She
is a junior at The Boca
Ciega High School where
she is involved in the fundamental program, Junior
ROTC and is an Advancement Via Individual Determination student.
In addition, she is involved in the Girlfriends Program, is the manager of the
girls basketball team, a
member of the prom committee, a member of Young
Ladies of Christian Character and president of Top
Teens of America.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida Gulf Coast University to major in nursing.
Her career goal is to become
a nurse anesthetist.
Lavette’s hobbies and favorite activities include
shopping and spending time
with family and friends. Her
escort for the evening was
Dantell Green, a junior at
Admiral Farragut Academy.
She was presented by Chan
Srinivasa.
Debutante
Heaven
Meredith Taylor-Wynn
Heaven Meredith Taylor-Wynn is the daughter of
Brooke Taylor, Tanzer
Wynn and Tommy Ward.
She is a junior at St. Petersburg Collegiate High School
and is a member of the National Honor Society, Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society,
National Achievers Society
and Top Teens of America.

After graduation from
high school with both her
high school diploma and associate in arts degree, she
plans to attend a four year
college or university and
major in mass communications. Her career goal is to
pursue public relations or become a broadcast journalist.
Heaven’s hobbies and favorite activities include becoming a role model for
others by serving her community, reading, cheerleading, applying makeup and
spending time with family
and friends. Her escort for
the evening was Jordan
See PEARLS, page 10
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Wesley Wardall, a junior at
Countryside High School.
She was presented by
Johnny Taylor.
Debutante
Sanobia
Essence Turner
Sanobia Essence Turner
is the daughter of Robert
Turner, Jr. and Jacinta Jackson. She is a senior at Pinellas
Park High School where she
is involved in track and field,
varsity basketball, the National Honor Society and the
Florida Law Honor Society.

She is also a member of
the Spanish Honor Society,
the Multicultural Club, Student Government Association, Principal’s Student
Advisory Team, Peer Mediation Team, Fellowship for
Christian Athletes and the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated
Exquisite
GEMS Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Johnson & Wales University and plans to become
a ballistics analyst working
with the FBI.
Sanobia’s hobbies and favorite activities include
shopping and hanging out
with friends and family. Her

escort for the evening was
Kevin Gordon, Jr., a junior at
Admiral Farragut Academy.
She was presented by
Robert Turner, Jr.
Debutante Shannon
Migdalia Vazquez
Shannon
Migdalia
Vazquez is the daughter of
Francisco
and
Sandra
Vazquez. She is a junior at
Lakewood High School Center for Advanced Technologies
where she a member of the
Tri-EM Honor Society and is
the woodwind captain in Lakewood High School’s band.

Other activities include
being a starter on the Lakewood High School Varsity
Soccer Team, throws captain on their track and field
team and a three-year member of the Future Business
Leaders of America.
After graduation from
high school she plans to attend a four-year university
and major in the field of psychology.
Shannon’s hobbies and
favorite activities include
playing in band, participating in sports and spending
time with family and friends.
Her escort for the evening

was Quincy Hicks, a junior
at Lakewood High School.
She was presented by Francisco Vazquez.
Debutante
Ayanna
Marie Wallace
Ayanna Marie Wallace is
the daughter of Fredrick
and Maria Wallace. She is a
junior at Wiregrass Ranch
High School Medical Academy in Wesley Chapel.
Her school programs
and activities include being
a member of the Wiregrass
Ranch Softball Team, Team
Florida 18 U Gold and is active with special needs activities at Victorious Life
Church.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to
play softball in college and
acquire a graduate degree in
physical therapy. Her career
goal is to become a physical
therapist.
Ayanna’s hobbies include playing softball, watching movies and spending
quality time with friends and
family. Her escort for the
evening was Devyn CastroAlmeyda, a senior at Freedom High School in Tampa.
She was presented by Frederick Wallace.

Debutante Niaya Ann
White
Niaya Ann White is the
daughter of David and Ann
White. She is a junior and an
honor student at Calvary
Christian High School
where she is the co-captain
of the junior varsity basketball team.
She also participated in
the 2015 Emancipation
Proclamation Service, was a
Dr. Martin Luther King Day
of Service Youth Ambassador, a member of the Key
Club, Pinellas County Athletic Conference Basketball
First Team, Heir-O-Link and
volunteered at the African
American Health Forum
and Suncoast Hospice.

and major in health information or enroll as a pre-med
student. Her career goal is
to become either a dentist,
OB/GYN or physician’s assistant.
Niaya’s hobbies and favorite activities include modeling, playing and coaching
young ladies in basketball.
Her escort was Darivus
Banks, a sophomore at St.
Petersburg High School.
She was presented by David
Allen White.
Cotillion Chairperson
Deborah Figgs-Sanders and
Co-Chairperson Lena Wilfalk announced the awards:
Miss Community Service 2015 & Miss Congeniality 2015 — Shavell Martin
Miss Supreme Spirit
2015 & Miss Third Attendant 2015 — Erica McCallister
Miss Second Attendant
2015 — Shannon Vazquez
Miss First Attendant
2015 — Chelsea Newton
A silence fell over the
room as family members,
loved ones and well wishers
waited with bated breath for
the announcement of Miss
Debutante 2015. When Dominique McRae’s name was

announced, the crowd
roared with joyful noise.
Dominique received the
top scholarship award, and
Miss First, Second and
Third Attendants also received scholarships to the
universities of their choice.
The cotillion is a chapter
fundraiser to benefit scholarships, chapter programs and
community service projects.
Fourteen thousand dollars
in scholarships were given
out that night.
Cassandra
Williams,
president of the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter, ended
the evening by thanking the
Debutante Cotillion Committee, contributors, parents,
escorts,
ushers,
members of the sorority,
members of the fraternity
and all who participate in
this auspicious occasion.
The night also saw a
presentation of the debutantes’ mothers and or mentors, and the elegant
Debutante Waltz.
To learn more about the
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, visit www.zuochapter.org.

In addition, she received
the Dr. Mac J. Williams Academic Excellence Award,
was a member of the All
County First Team in 2013
and 2014, is a 2015 Florida
High School Basketball
Final Four participant and is
a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite GEMS Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend a college or university
on a basketball scholarship
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Want to work in a pharmacy?
From PTC, page 1

broken down into three
segments, and in the first
course the students learn
about identifying medical
and legal considerations.
“That’s where the students learn about pharmacy law, the D.E.A.,
the F.D.A., and the Board of
Pharmacy.” she said. “They
learn how to handle narcotic drugs, how they’re ordered,
how
they’re
disposed of, and so forth.”
Students also learn to
read and interpret written
prescriptions, and as part of
their clerical duties, they
actually put in patient profiles of patients’ medications,
allergies
and
insurance information, Pappas said, adding that they
also learn how to create
prescription labels.
“There’s also inventory
control where the student
learns to purchase medications,”
Pappas
explained. “They learn about
the wholesaler versus
the direct purchasing from
the manufacturer. The
measurements and calculations technique is where
they learn how to calculate
medications appropriately
and accurately. This includes
weighing
out
and measuring, so they do
quite an extensive amount
of calculation there.”
It is in the second Pharmacy Technician course
that the students do field
work, Pappas explained, as
they go for an outpatient
clinical practicum where
they practice in a real setting what they’ve learn in
the classroom.

“We put them in a community pharmacy setting
for
75
hours,”
she
said, “which is about three
weeks, then they come
back to the program and
learn unit dose and packaging and delivering medication.”
By the final Pharmacy
Technician course students
participate in an institutional practicum, during
which they put in 225 credit
hours in a hospital setting.
Not only is this a good
place to practice what
they’ve learned in the PTC
classroom, but for many is
the starting point to their
careers.
“If they like the student
and they do a good job
there,
they
generally
will hire them,” Pappas
said.
The college does help
with job placement, Pappas
said, and confirmed that it
is always a good time to get
into the field.
“We have people that
call us all the time looking
for students,” she averred,
listing Baycare, St. Anthony’s Hospital pharmacy
and Morton Plant Hospital
among others as employers
to recent PTC graduates.
“There’s a lot of request and a lot of need out
there,” said Pappas, who
has 20 years of experience
in the field, including 10
years at the Moffitt Cancer
Center. “The pharmacy
tech has to be licensed to
work in the state. There is
a huge need for technicians
here.”
Students of the Phar-

macy Technician program
are required to have a high
school diploma or G.E.D.,
but high school seniors can
at least get an early start on
the program while still in
school.
“Right now we have a
group of high school students,” Pappas said. “We
take them in their senior
year if they’re at least 17
years old, and they spend a
few hours here as an elective, then they go back to
their high school to their
academics for the rest of
the day. It gives them like a
jump start so when they finish high school they can
come back and finish as an
adult, and they get full
credit for what they completed in class.”
Pappas noted that the
student’s ages vary, as
some turn to the program
in search of a different career path.
“I think the program is
a wonderful opportunity for
people who really want to
get into this field,” Pappas
stated. “It’s been a great career field for me and it’s
been a wonderful second or
third career for someone
else who wants a change.
People will always be sick
and will always need medication, so there’s always a
need for us.”
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial
aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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St. Petersburg Juvenile Diversion Program
Dear Editor,
Last week Mayor Kriseman announced another
initiative that has the potential to impact south St. Petersburg. For those of you
who didn’t hear, the mayor
and Police Chief Anthony
Holloway are starting a diversion program for first
time juvenile offenders.
This is a very innovative
public safety initiative that
will certainly have some impact on some youth. As I do
with any strategy that has
the potential of impacting
the African-American community, I view the scale of
the proposal and weigh it
against the potential social
or emotional problem the
initiative is created to potentially impact.
Once I have drawn conclusions, I lean unto the
word for understanding
and guidance. After doing
that I find the word of God
calls on me to give thanks
for all things. 1 Thessalonians 5:18: “In everything
give thanks for this is the

will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.”
So in keeping with the
word of the God, I am genuinely thankful that Mayor
Kriseman and Chief Holloway had the foresight for
launching an initiative that
could potentially impact a
significant number of
African-American youth in
south St. Petersburg.
However, those of us
who work in the criminal
justice system know this
program will fill a void and
have value for some, but
the implementation of such
a program is like bringing a
sling shot to a gun fight because of the scale and
depth of the issues surrounding the incarceration
rate of black men and black
boys.
In keeping with the
word for guidance and understanding, the scriptures
also direct us to study for
ourselves as evidenced in 2
Timothy 2:15. “Study to
show thyself approved unto
God!”

When being obedient to
the word and attempting to
discern whether this program would have a significant impact on black youth,
I can only conclude this diversion program will not
begin to touch the surface
of the broader picture of
the disproportionate number of black boys that enter
the juvenile justice system
in Pinellas County, particularly when you consider the
following:
• In 2005 54.5 percent
of the children direct filed
to the adult system in Pinellas County, not just St. Petersburg
were
black
children
• In 2006 55.3 percent
of the children direct filed
to the adult system in Pinellas County were black children
• In 2007 54.5 percent
of the children direct filed
to the adult system in
Pinellas County were black
children
• In 2008 52.1 percent
of the children direct filed

to the adult system in Pinellas County were black children
• In 2009 53.5 percent
of the children direct filed
to the adult system in Pinellas County were black children
It is my guess that if I
were to cite any socio economic indicators, particular
those stats regarding black
children being prepared to
enter kindergarten in St.
Petersburg,
Pinellas
County, my guess is those
numbers would mirror
those of the percent of
black children who are
being direct filed to the
adult system in Pinellas
County.
Therefore, my guess is
this initiative on its face will
have its greatest impact on
the African-American community during re-election
time when the mayor and
his campaign staff place
this program on literature
to remind us of what he has
done for the black community.

In a 2013 Economic Impact of Poverty report generated by the Department
of Health and Human Services, the report correctly
draws the following as one
of its conclusions: If Pinellas County is to achieve the
vision of an acceptable quality of life for all its citizens,
the county must focus on
quality education in five
areas referenced as “at risk
zones” in Pinellas County.
One of those zones is south
St. Petersburg.
As previously mentioned, while I am thankful
for the efforts the mayor
has launched to date, it is
imperative that he begins
to approach the socioeconomic issues.
One such strategic approach the mayor may
want to consider is by meeting and engaging with independent early childhood
education providers in
south St. Petersburg. He
has the potential to not only
impact the issue of “quality
early childhood education”

where they become an
equal partner to professionals. So basically, there can
be organizations that hire
them on as a peer-mentor
to help other families,” said
Walker.
“The CRPS is someone
who has had similar experiences…and they’re trained
to be professional to be
able to help someone else
who is going through this
system. So now they sit at
the table as a support to
this family. They may assist

families with being linked
to other services; they can
help families understand
mental health diagnoses;
they may just provide a listening ear to a frustrated
family.”
FFF has many partner
organizations such as Children in Need of Services,
Success4Kids and Project
Launch. The group participates in community outreach programs at the
Enoch Davis Center and
also sits on the Re-Entry to

in south St. Petersburg, but
he has the potential to
launch strategic support for
independent
childcare
providers as an economic
development strategy.
It is always my hope
that maybe this time we
have elected a mayor who
may want to do more than
just get elected. I hope we
have elected a mayor who
is really interested in leaving a legacy of relevance in
the black community!
Maria L. Scruggs

CONNECT WITH US!
Federation of Families of Florida
From ILLNESS page 1

This system is organized into a coordinated network
that
builds
meaningful partnerships
with families and youth and
addresses their cultural
and linguistic needs in
order to help them function
better at home, in school, in
the
community
and
throughout life.
Often, Walker said, families may feel frustrated at
navigating the systems of
care while trying to ensure
their children get the help
they need. The FFF is
made up largely of adults
who are parents and who
have been through the system themselves. From
their own experiences,
Walker said, they are able
to offer a more personal approach to helping families
new to these systems.
Walker said the FFF
represents families at
monthly system of care
meetings. They bring in the
youth voice to the meetings
where many of the social
service providers sit at the
table and basically try to
figure out how to create a
better system for youth in
this community.
“The target age group
for the system of care is
ages 10 to 16,” said Walker,
“so we’re looking at those
youth that are receiving
services right now, or have
in the past, to see what’s
going on with the system
now, what’s working and
what’s not working. One of
our goals is to have parents
sit on some of the boards of
these organizations that are
running the social service
systems. Another goal is to
have family and youth participate in some of the policies that govern these
organizations.”
The Pinellas County
FFF offers advocacy and
referral services to families
that need assistance. They
also provide several outlets
for parents and youth.
FFF offers trainings to
help both youth and their

parents be their own advocates within the system of
care. For parents, they
offer the Parents on a Mission Training. Walker said
they are currently recruiting parents of children up
to eight years old to join the
upcoming training session.
“A lot of times parents,
especially in our povertystricken areas, they’re not
used to speaking up on
their own behalf and if they
do, they’re not appropriate
in how they do it,” Walker
said.
FFF will teach them
how to speak effectively,
and how to be assertive
rather than aggressive. For
instance, they teach them
how to get into the school
setting where their child
may be struggling behaviorally, and how to be a
partner with the school for
the betterment of their
child. They also teach them
about cultural competency,
how to go out and interact
with someone that may not
come from their same
background or socio-economic status.
Additionally, parents
learn about the Individualized Educational Plan at
schools for students with
disabilities, and how to
work with schools for an effective plan that meets their
children’s needs.
Similarly, FFF offers
youth a 20-hour Leadership
Training where they teach
them how to tell their stories, how to use their voice
and communicate positively to be their own advocate.
They also teach them
what their rights and responsibilities are in DJJ as
they relate to mental health
services, and how to communicate with doctors and
parents to let them know
whether or not their medications are effective.
The youth also learn
about public speaking, different forms of bullying,
and cultural and linguistic

competency.
For fifth and sixth-grade
students who have not
been involved with what
Walker calls “unwanted behaviors” such as promiscuity, substance abuse and
fighting, FFF offers All
Stars Training.
“It’s a curriculum designed to prevent those unwanted behaviors,” Walker
said. “The information that
is given in All Stars opens
up a comfortable conversation regarding some of
those behaviors and gives
replacements for those behaviors.”
Once a week, the Pinellas County chapter hosts
youth groups where about
30 children attend. The first
hour is a study hall in
which students can receive
help with reading and writing. Then, Walker opens up
the group for a conversation about how their week
went and any issues they
might be having at home or
in school. The students also
discuss current events and
do artwork. Currently,
Walker said, the youth
group students are writing
autobiographies.
For part of the youth
group, the girls and boys
split up. The girls take part
in praise dance while the
boys usually play sports.
The older boys get a
chance to learn “positivity
rap” by a volunteer who is a
Christian rap artist. Walker
said the positivity rap and
praise dance have been
well received in the community as an alternative to
crude music and dance
styles.
FFF also offers Certified Recovery Peer Specialist-Families (CRPS-F) for
parents, which is peer support training. They train
parents with children in the
mental health system on
how to be an advocate to
other parents that have
children within the system.
“It’s a Florida state
board test, a certification

Community meetings for
youth transitioning back
home from commitment
programs.
But mainly, Walker said,
FFF is there to provide support for youth and their
families, whether that support involves having someone to talk to or someone
as a guide for navigating
the systems of care.
For more information,
please call (813) 966-9676.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Gidion’s Knot’ on stage at Theatre USF
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

TAMPA — Theatre
USF is presenting its production of “Gidion’s Knot”
by Johnna Adams, which
runs from April 9-19 at Theatre 2 of its Tampa campus.
It is a stark, gripping
play that explores relevant
themes such as freedom of
expression, the failure of
our school system and personal responsibility.
When a mother arrives
at her son’s school for a
parent-teacher conference,
she seeks answers as to
why her fifth grader has
been suspended. The meeting occurs after the boy has
taken his own life and the
mother decides to keep the
conference appointment
anyway, much to the
teacher’s surprise.
“The mother doesn’t
know why the son was suspended and what was going
on that would drive him to
commit suicide,” said USF
Professor Fanni Green, the
play’s director.

We come to find out,
Green explained, that the
young boy had written a violent and graphic essay
that he had passed around
to other students in the
class that the teacher found
disturbing. During the
course of the conference
we find out other things,
Green pointed out, such as
though the mother may believe the son was bullied, it
turns out that he may have
actually been the bully. Furthermore, the mother finds
out about other writings
that her son has done and
discovers there may be an
issue about how her son
may have been expressing
himself sexually.
“All of these things unfold in this conference,”
Green said, “and with a
mother who’s never met
teacher, a teacher who’s
never met mother, and now
a dead student and a dead
son.”
Green, who chose the
play for Theatre USF to
perform, believes this work

will open discussion about
the responsibility of parenting and the responsibility of
educating. As a teacher
who is a practicing performing artist and is also interested in activism, Green
affirmed that she is interested in bringing relevant,
thought-provoking themes
to the stage such as bullying, student suicide and the
responsibility of education.
“I’m committed to always trying to bring something to the theater we can
talk about and examine,”
she stated.
A veteran writer, director and actor, Green has directed
various
area
productions, including “the
road weeps, the well runs
dry” at USF and a staged
reading of “Gidion’s Knot”
at Studio@620 in St. Pete
back in February. In front
of the footlights, she took
on the role of M’Lynn in
American
Stage’s
allAfrican-American production of “Steel Magnolias”
last year.

Danielle James and Vanessa Watson
Photo Credit: Bryce Womeldurf

Green said since “Gidion’s Knot” is only a twoperson play, she double
cast it to give more students the opportunity to
perform this work. Two
sets of student actors
will alternate performances
with seniors Danielle
James and Vanessa Watson
comprising one cast while
Selena Frey and Amanda
Zappia comprise the other.
“I wanted something
small,” she said, “I wanted
something intimate and
wanted
something
I
charged.”
Green believes the
play’s title may have several
meanings, among them ref-

erences to Gideon of the
Bible and also the famed
Gordian knot, which was
twisted in such a way that it
was impossible to untie. In
the Greek legend, this knot
could only be solved by a
bold, decisive action like
the one Alexander the
Great delivered when he
cut it with his sword—an
action that Green believes
the son’s suicide may mirror.
“I am so excited by the
challenge of this play,”
Green enthused. “I think
it’s a very relevant play and
I think it’s a wonderful play
to give to student actors.”
“Gidion’s Knot” runs

Fanni Green
April 9-11 and 16-18 at 8
p.m. and April 12 and
19 at 3 p.m. in Theatre 2,
USF Tampa campus. Tickets are $10 students/senior/active military and
$15 general admission.
Tickets can be purchased
at www.arts.usf.edu or by
calling the box office at
(813) 974-2323.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Victory Christian Center Church





Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 






 

 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567




Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  
















 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House to the
City,” under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the community to join
us as we declare the living Word
of God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m. worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising
are held on Wednesday evening,
at 7.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we commu-

nicate God’s truth at every opportunity, building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
The Laymen Ministry is presenting Tony Evans “Kingdom
Man” This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood. Kingdom Man challenges and equips
men to fully understand their po-

sition under God as well as their
position over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry of
Bethel Metropolitan invites all
men to join them in this journey.
The next session is scheduled for
April 14, at 6 p.m. Call church office for additional information.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2 Philippians 3:8 Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.r
r.com Website: www.bmmbc.org

Human
Papillomavirus
(HPV) at 11:30 a.m. in the St.
Mark Fellowship Hall.
Apr. 19 - Children and
Youth Ministry (CYM) 2nd
Annual Youth Explosion at 4
p.m. Youth Ministries from
throughout the Tampa Bay
Area will perform and showcase their talents via Song,
Mime and Spoken Word.
Give God the Glory!
Apr. 21 - Church Outing:
New Jerusalem M.B. Church
at 7 p.m.
Apr. 25 - St. Mark M. B.
Church Ministry Awards
Luncheon at 11 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.

Gently used children’s clothing sizes newborn to 16 boys
& girls can be swapped.
Our next Baby Dedication will be held on Sunday,
April 19. Parent classes will
be held on Tuesday, April 14
and Thursday, April 16 at 6:30
p.m. Parents must attend one
of these classes. For more information please contact Sis.
Annie Ray at 813-810-3689.
Attention Parents! Reading and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th Street,
South. For more information
contact Doris Newton or Joel

“FAMILY FUN DAY” FREE EVENT

WE'RE GOING TO HAVE GOOD TIME...SEE YOU THERE!
Sponsored by All The Mission Ministries of Friendship
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Mt. Zion Christian Academy invites you to come out
to their Spring Program on
Tues., April 14 at 7 p.m. in the
Main Sanctuary. Please support our school and students.
JUST US THREE, Single
Moms Ministry will sponsor
a Baby Clothing Swap on Saturday, April 18 at 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the CARE Building.
All are invited to participate.

To the COMMUNITY AT-LARGE, YOU ARE INVITED TO COME AND
TAKE THIS JOURNEY WITH US. The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP”
in fellowship at our 7:45 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 a.m. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF APRIL: APRIL 11, 2015 – 10 AM UNTIL 3 PM
“ALL ABOARD THE SHIP” A COMMUNITY
HEALTH CARE SCREENING, CLOTHING & FOOD GIVE AWAY.
PRAISE DANCERS, BARBERS, MAKE-UP CONSULTANT, MEET AND
GREET YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTERS, HOW TO DEAL
WITH BULLIES, FACE PAINTING & BOUNCE HOUSE.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
April
Apr. 11 - St. Mark Health
Care Ministry Presents:
Reaching & Connecting with
the Community regarding
Breast & Cervical Cancer &

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Shedrick at 727-822-0443, Extension 301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Apr. 5-10 – Florida General Baptist Convention,
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort Hotel, 9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, Fla. 32819
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week: WHEN I WAS HUNGRY, DID YOU TRY AND
GET ME SOMETHING TO EAT? Do something special for someone in
need, and GOD will surely do something special for YOU!
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM Also Visit West Coast Baptist District Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Just Say Y.E.S.S. helping St. Pete’s youth
From SCIENCE page 1

Y.E.S.S., from finding a positive note.
“I want to bring them
out into the community,”
she said. Fortson believes
she is providing these opportunities not only to give
kids access to different experiences, but to make
sense of a world where she
grew up feeling powerless
and alone. “This is my
dream; this is what makes
me happy and not look at
my past and say: ‘Woe is
me,’” she said hoping that
her efforts will empower
others to go out and make
a difference in the world.
Free lunch was offered
at the Mad Science event,
along with prizes. Children
were entertained with two
shows: Fire and Ice and Up
and Away.
Ashley Adams, the mad
scientist in charge, recited
the rules so that all the children had an opportunity to
learn, participate and to
stay safe during the experiments. She even advised
those who may have already been exposed to the
show previously to hold
their tongues and not give
away the exciting conclusions to the experiments.
The hot topics: Solids,
liquids and gases, along
with chemical changes and
energy and mass.
“I want to prove to you
guys how much energy can
be in a very small amount
of mass,” said Adams before donning goggles and
making things explode.
And with the small number of attendees, all of the
children were able to expe-

rience the show firsthand,
like when Adams put on a
pair of thick gloves and
brought out some dry ice
in an effort to display sublimation to the gawking
crowd.
“There aren’t many
things that go directly from
a solid to a gas,” she said.
“Ice water has to go to a liquid first, right?”
And as the children became more engaged in the
show, it couldn’t help but
warm Fortson’s heart. A
transplant from California,
she has always been on the
forefront of helping others.
Disabled from her stint
in the military, and retired
from her 17 years working
in the California Department of Corrections, Fortson has always been
involved in helping those
less fortunate. But it is the
teachings of the church she
grew up with that have instilled a lifelong desire to
make a difference in the
lives of youths.
“I had strong black
women that were over us
and taught us,” explained
Fortson who remembers
being part of the largest
African-American congregation in California. She
strives to create that
strength in local youths
who may need a strong influence in their own lives.
“The things I teach these
kids, I say the same thing
they used to say.”
So for over 20 years
Fortson has been using her
organization to make a difference, the last year and a
half concentrating on the

youth of St. Pete.
She gets some donations, but mostly uses her
personal money to take
girls on trips to visit colleges, stay in nice hotels
and even invites them in
her home to expose them
to everyday math and science that they may not necessarily get at home.
“One of the biggest joys
that I get from doing this is
it’s not a classroom setting,” said Fortson.
An example of a day
with Fortson would be
looking up an apple pie
recipe on the computer,
and heading out to the supermarket to shop, comparing
prices,
weighing
produce and calculating
how much all the ingredients will cost.
“They’re on the floor
trying to figure it out,” said
Fortson who then guides
the girls into making the
dish, and of course eating it
and sometimes donating
the leftovers to others. “If
you plant that seed in them
they’re going to respond in
some type of way, I just believe that.”
For more information
on how you or a loved one
can get involved in the Just
Say Y.E.S.S. organization,
go to www.justsayyess.org.
Events are scheduled
throughout the year and
youth programs are offered.
For more information on
the Mad Science program, go
to madscience.org/wstampa
or contact your child’s school
to see if the program is being
offered.



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

