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(57) ABSTRACT

In accordance with the present invention, a system and
method for orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) sidelobe suppression is provided. In a particular
embodiment an extension is added to OFDM symbols that is
calculated using optimization methods to minimize adjacent
channel interference (ACI) while keeping the extension
power at an acceptable level. Using this technique, interfer-
ence to adjacent signals is reduced significantly at the cost of
a small decrease in the useful symbol energy. The proposed
method can be used by cognitive radio (CR) systems to shape
the spectrum of OFDM signals and to minimize interference
to licensed users (LU), or to reduce the size of guard bands
used in conventional OFDM systems.

16 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets

110

‘Scanning an operstion band of to detectat

aperating in the operation band, each of the detected cureent licensed users baving a

Gener frequency and

Disabling a plurality of subcarrfers associated with each of the current licensed users, the

frequency
bandwidth of each of the current licensed users

120

130

Creating an index of the disabled subearriers, the index comprising the center frequency and

‘andwidih for each of the current licensed users

Receiving 2 current time domain OFDM symbol to be transmmitted over a set of acfive,

subcarriers in the operation band, the current OFDM symbal comprising current modulared data

Reoeiving a neat fime domain OFDM symbol fo be transmitted over the set of aotive subsarrers
in the operation band, th in OFDM symbol

c FDM symbol be added to the reveived current OFDM symbol, the
OFDM i based upon the set of acth , the index of the.
disabled subusrriers, the current modulated data of the eurrent OFDM symbol, the next
‘modulated daa of the next OFDM symbol and a desired symbol extension length

160

Extending the curnent OFDM symbol using the caloulsied OFDM symbol extension to suppress

the sidelobos of the OFDM symbols the cureent licensed

Pw




U.S. Patent May 22, 2012 Sheet 1 of 5 US 8,184,728 B1

WWETE 5 LB bt A

P




U.S. Patent May 22, 2012 Sheet 2 of 5 US 8,184,728 B1

Chepnn extended OFDM apmbabs



U.S. Patent May 22, 2012 Sheet 3 of 5 US 8,184,728 B1

B T O TR RS A

venstional
chowed

4 -2 & a2 4 55 157
Normabized Feguency (suboarier sndex)



U.S. Patent May 22, 2012 Sheet 4 of 5 US 8,184,728 B1




U.S. Patent May 22, 2012 Sheet 5 of 5 US 8,184,728 B1

100

Fig. 5

Scanning an operation band of the cognitive system to detect at least one current licensed user

\_

operating in the operation band, each of the detected current licensed users having a

corresponding center frequency and a corresponding bandwidth

—_
b
=]

Disabling a plurality of subcarriers associated with each of the current licensed users, the
subcarriers disabled based upon the corresponding center frequency and corresponding

bandwidth of each of the current licensed users

Creating an index of the disabled subcarriers, the index comprising the center frequency and

bandwidth for each of the current licensed users

Receiving a current time domain OFDM symbol to be transmitted over a set of active

NN

subcarriers in the operation band, the current OFDM symbol comprising current modulated data

—_
wh
<

Receiving a next time domain OFDM symbol to be transmitted over the set of active subcarriers

_

in the operation band, the next time domain OFDM symbol comprising next modulated data

Calculating an OFDM symbol cxtension to be added to the received current OFDM symbol, the

OFDM symbol extension calculated based upon the set of active subcarriers, the index of the

\_/'_‘
(=)
o

disabled subcarriers, the current modulated data of the current OFDM symbol, the next

modulated data of the next OFDM symbol and a desired symbol extension length

~1
fol

Extending the current OFDM symbol using the calculated OFDM symbol extension to suppress

L

the sidelobes of the OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the current licensed users




US 8,184,728 B1

1
ADAPTIVE SYMBOL TRANSITION METHOD
FOR OFDM-BASED COGNITIVE RADIO
SYSTEMS AND METHOD OF USE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Recently, opportunistic usage of licensed frequency bands
has been proposed as a solution to spectral crowding prob-
lems by using cognitive radio (CR) systems. A cognitive radio
system would be able to operate in licensed bands by utilizing
vacant parts of these bands. A key point for the success of
cognitive radio is the ability to shape its signal spectrum to
achieve minimum interference to licensed users.

Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM)
has been proposed as a candidate signaling technology for
cognitive radio applications. By dividing the spectrum into
subbands that are modulated with orthogonal subcarriers,
OFDM spectrum can be shaped more easily in comparison to
other signaling techniques known in the art. However, modu-
lated OFDM subcarriers suffer from high sidelobes, which
result in adjacent channel interference (ACI). Thus, disabling
a set of OFDM subcarriers to create a spectrum null may not
be sufficient to avoid interference to licensed users. On the
other hand, using filters to reduce the adjacent channel inter-
ference can increase the system complexity and introduce
long delays. Using guard bands on both sides of used OFDM
spectrum coupled with windowing of the time-domain sym-
bols has been investigated. Other proposed methods include
the use of interference cancellation carriers, subcarrier
weighting, or multiple-choice sequences. While cancellation
carrier techniques can significantly suppress OFDM side-
lobes, they result in an increase in the system peak-to-aver-
age-power ratio (PAPR), and the performance is sensitive to
the cyclic prefix (CR) size. Moreover, due to the higher power
used for the cancellation carrier method, using this technique
affects the spectral flatness of the transmitted signal and can
increase the inter-carrier interference (ICI) in case of a Dop-
pler spread of a frequency offset error at the receiver. On the
other hand, subcarrier weighting methods cause an increase
in the system bit error rate (BER), and the interference reduc-
tion is not as significant as it is with the carrier cancellation
method.

In the prior art, windowing of OFDM symbols was inves-
tigated as a method to suppress OFDM sidelobes. With this
process, the time domain symbols are passed through a filter
(usually raised cosine (RC) filters are used), and consecutive
symbols are allowed to overlap. The process smoothes the
transition between OFDM symbols and thus improves the
spectral characteristics of the OFDM signal. To keep the
orthogonality between OFDM subcarriers, the symbols are
cyclicly extended to cover the overlapping region. The advan-
tage of this approach is its low computational complexity. The
disadvantage is the reduced spectral efficiency due to the
symbol extension.

Accordingly, what is needed in the art is an improved
system and method to suppress OFDM sidelobes and shape
the signal spectrum for use in cognitive radio applications.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method which
employs adaptive symbol transition (AST) to suppress
OFDM sidelobes and shape the signal spectrum. In the
present invention, the OFDM symbols are extended in time to
reduce the effect of symbol transition. However, instead of
using a predefined filter shape, as is known in the prior art, the
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2

transition signal is optimized adaptively based on transmitted
data and detected licensed user bands to reduce the interfer-
ence to licensed users.

In accordance with the present invention, a method for
sidelobe suppression in an orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM) based cognitive system is provided
comprising the steps of: scanning an operation band of the
cognitive system to detect at least one current licensed user
operating in the operation band, each of the detected current
licensed users having a corresponding center frequency and a
corresponding bandwidth; disabling a plurality of subcarriers
associated with each of the current licensed users, the subcar-
riers disabled based upon the corresponding center frequency
and corresponding bandwidth of each of the current licensed
users; creating an index of the disabled subcarriers, the index
comprising the center frequency and bandwidth for the cur-
rent licensed users; receiving a current time domain OFDM
symbol to be transmitted over a set of active subcarriers in the
operation band, the current OFDM symbol comprising
modulated data; receiving a next time domain OFDM symbol
to be transmitted over the set of active subcarriers in the
operation band, the next time domain OFDM symbol com-
prising modulated data; calculating an OFDM symbol exten-
sion to be added to the received current OFDM symbol, the
OFDM symbol extension calculated based upon the set of
active subcarriers, the index of the disabled subcarriers, the
modulated data of the current OFDM symbol, the modulated
data of the next OFDM symbol and a desired symbol exten-
sion length; and extending the current OFDM symbol using
the calculated OFDM symbol extension to suppress the side-
lobes of the OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the
licensed users.

A cyclic prefix may be added to the OFDM symbols prior
to calculating the symbol extension.

The present invention provides a system for sidelobe sup-
pression in a cognitive transmitter employing orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM), the system com-
prises: a cognitive engine for scanning an operation band of
the cognitive transmitter to detect at least one current licensed
user operating in the operation band, each of the detected
current licensed users having a corresponding center fre-
quency and a corresponding bandwidth and to disable a plu-
rality of subcarriers associated with each of the current
licensed users, the subcarriers disabled based upon the cor-
responding frequency and corresponding bandwidth of each
of the current licensed users, and an adaptive symbol transi-
tion unit coupled to the cognitive engine, the adaptive symbol
transition unit for creating an index of the disabled subcarri-
ers, the index comprising the center frequency and bandwidth
for the current licensed users; receiving a current time domain
OFDM symbol to be transmitted over a set of active subcar-
riers in the operation band, the current OFDM symbol com-
prising modulated data; receiving a next time domain OFDM
symbol to be transmitted over a set of active subcarriers in the
operation band, the next OFDM symbol comprising modu-
lated data; calculating an OFDM symbol extension to be
added to the received current OFDM symbol, the OFDM
symbol extension calculated based upon the set of active
subcarriers, the index of the disabled subcarriers, the modu-
lated data of the current OFDM symbol, the modulated data
of the next OFDM symbol and a desired symbol extension
length; and extending the current OFDM symbol using the
calculated OFDM symbol extension to suppress the sidelobes
of'the OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the licensed
users.

The system may be a cognitive radio system or a broadband
wireless system.
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The present invention introduces a further reduction of
interference with less power consumption and more robust-
ness to different system and channel parameters.

The present invention introduces a new method for OFDM
signals sidelobe suppression. The proposed method can
reduce the interference caused by OFDM systems to adjacent
users operating in the same channel Using the invention pre-
sented here results in the increase of spectral efficiency of the
system and thus increasing the data rates.

The present invention can reduce interference caused by
OFDM systems (e.g. WiFi and WiMAX systems) to users
operating in adjacent bands. By minimizing interference,
users can send at higher powers and thus achieve higher data
rates.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a system model in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of the output of the adaptive
symbol transition (AST) block in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of a spectrum of an OFDM
signal with 32 subcarriers gap in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic view of a spectrum of an OFDM
signal with 12 subcarriers guard band in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for sidelobe
suppression in an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) based cognitive system in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

A cognitive radio system employing OFDM as the signal-
ing technique is provided in accordance with the present
invention. The cognitive radio is assumed to be aware of the
surrounding environment and the radio channel characteris-
tics. After scanning the channel, the cognitive radio should be
able to identify licensed users operating within the same
band. The goal of cognitive radio is to exploit available spec-
trum opportunities and achieve the highest possible spectral
efficiency while keeping the interference to the licensed users
at a minimum.

The system is accordance with the present invention is
illustrated with reference to FIG. 1. In the cognitive radio
transmitter 10 of the present invention, the encoded data 15 to
be transmitted is fed to a modulator 20 to be modulated and
subsequently fed to an N-point inverse fast Fourier transform
(IFFT) unit 30. In this case, Fyy »,={F, ..} is defined as the
N, -point Fourier transform matrix of a vector of length N,
where

F M

—j2rnn,
= 22

Ny
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4

The time domain signal at the output of the IFFT 30 is

@

1
A0 = NF;/,NX(m)’

where (m) is the symbol index, N is the IFF T size, (.)* is the
complex conjugate operator,

1
—F*
N

is the inverse Fourier transform matrix, and X/=[X ",
X, ..., X,™]7is the modulated data vector. The signal is
then extended with a cyclic prefix 40 consisting of G samples
and the extended symbols y are fed to an adaptive signal
transition block 45. Meanwhile, the cognitive engine 50
passes required information regarding licensed users operat-
ing in the same band to both the subcarrier mapper 25 and the
adaptive signal transition block 45. This information is used
to disable subcarriers operating in the licensed user’s bands to
suppress the interference to the licensed users caused by
OFDM sidelobes.

The adaptive symbol transition technique in accordance
with the present invention suppresses OFDM sidelobes by
extending OFDM symbols and thus using the extensions to
smooth the transition between consecutive symbols. How-
ever, instead of using a predefined window shape (e.g., raised
cosine filter) to determine the value of the symbol extension,
the present invention proposes an adaptive method that cal-
culates the value of the symbol extension based on licensed
user’s center frequency and bandwidth.

Assume the cognitive system detects a licensed user signal
spanning over K subcarriers (X,, ;, X,,,, - - - X;,x), Where iAf
is the licensed signal offset with respect to the OFDM signal,
KAf'is the licensed signal bandwidth, and Afis the frequency
subcarrier spacing. In the present invention, the above sub-
carrier set is disabled to avoid interfering with the licensed
user. In addition, to further suppress the interference, the
adaptive symbol transition block adds an extension a’=
[a,,a,%, ... a 1" to every OFDM symbol y™ as shown
in FIG. 2, where C is the number of samples in a”, and y
and y"™~ 1 are used to calculate a in the following manner.

First, the interference to the licensed user is examined. The
signal is upsampled by a factor of § or in other words, & points
per subcarrier are considered. The signal spectrum of two
consecutive symbols can be obtained as,

®

where f=2N+2G+C. The interference to the licensed user
is then,

*

where Fyisasubset of F ,,  containing only the rows that
correspond to the licensed user band (rows E(i+1) to E(i+K))
and 7, is the same as z" but with a*””=[0]__,, . To minimize
interference power, the adaptive symbol transition block
chooses a™ such that,

I=F, Keg™s
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a®™ = argmin|| Fja™ + I, )
4m

where F; is a subset of F,- containing only the columns that
correspond to a”; columns N+G to N+G+C-1.

The mean-squared-error (MSE) solution to (5) can resultin
very high values for a”. This leads to an increase in the
extension power. As a result, the useful symbol energy is
reduced compared to the total symbol energy, resulting in an
increase in the system BER (bit error ratio). The mitigate this
effect, the present invention adds a constraint on the minimi-
zation in (5) such that the symbol extension power is below a
given level o,

P <o (6

The optimization in (5) and (6) is known as linear least
squares problem with a quadratic inequality constraint. Using
singular value decomposition (SVD), we get,

D 7
UHF[V=[0FI} (N

and,

Dp=diag(vy, . . . ve), v:20,

®)

where (.)7 is the Hermitian transpose, [Uly,p and [V] q.e
are unitary, and P=E(K-1)+1. Using the method of Lagrange
multipliers, we get the following equation,

)

where I, =U1,=[I,_,, .. .1, x". If a solution exists to the
optimization problem, the function f(A) will have a unique
positive root and it has been shown that this is the desired root.
The solution can be obtained as,
a=Vv I, J(v2+h), ...

5 —VciL,c/(ch"';‘)]Ta (10)

where X is the unique positive root of (9). Fortunately, for
a given spectrum shape F is fixed and thus, only I, needs to be
updated for every OFDM symbol. The computational com-
plexity of the optimization problem is reduced significantly
due to this fact.

An important parameter of OFDM systems is the peak-to-
average power ratio (PAPR) which affects the dynamic range
over which the system should be linear. By choosing ¢? such
that,

o?=C/(N+G)Eg, 1n

the signal average power is kept at the same level, where E¢
is the symbol energy prior to the adaptive symbol transition
block. Since the adaptive symbol transition signal is opti-
mized to smooth the symbol transition, it does not introduce
any peaks to the signal (confirmed by simulations results)
and, thus, the PAPR of the system does not increase. Never-
theless, the adaptive symbol transition of the present inven-
tion reduces the useful symbol energy. Using (11) the maxi-
mum signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) loss vy is,
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(12

Eg +0{2
vy = 10log;o| —— [ dB.
Eg

By controlling the number of samples, C, and for a fixed
PAPR, the system of the present invention provides a tradeoff
between reducing v (by reducing C), or improving the inter-
ference suppressing (by increasing C).

It is noteworthy that since the adaptive symbol transition
technique in accordance with the present invention is per-
formed on time-domain symbols, the performance is not sen-
sitive to the cyclic prefix size. In addition, the adaptive sym-
bol transition does not introduce any inter-symbol
interference (ISI) to the system as the leakage from the sym-
bol extension is contained in the cyclic prefix. The intended
receiver can remove the adaptive symbol transition extension
along with the cyclic prefix to maintain an ISI-free signal.

The performance of the method in accordance with the
present invention is investigated using computer simulations.
In a particular embodiment of the present invention is pro-
vided an OFDM-based cognitive radio system with N=256
and G=16. The AST method is accordance with the present
invention is used with C=16, £=16, and, based on (11),
a>=0.06E. The DC subcarrier is disabled. Data subcarriers
are modulated with a QPSK signal. All results shown are
averaged over 10,000 OFDM symbols. Two cases were con-
sidered for performance evaluation. In the first case, a
licensed user is detected spanning 24 OFDM subcarriers. The
system disables 32 subcarriers leaving a guard band of 4
subcarriers on each side of the licensed user band. The guard
bands are to allow the signal power to decay while the adap-
tive symbol transition block performs the optimization over
the 24-subcarrier band. The normalized power spectral den-
sity (PSD) of the signal at the output of the adaptive symbol
transition block is measured and the results are shown in FIG.
3. The system performance is compared with a conventional
OFDM system without any symbol extension and with an
OFDM system using RC windowing and a symbol duration
equal to the adaptive symbol transition system of the present
invention. The conventional OFDM system suffers an inter-
ference level of -22 dB. The RC-windowed system sup-
pressed the interference to —33 dB, while the adaptive symbol
transition system in accordance with the present invention,
reduces the interference further to less than —50 dB. Accord-
ingly, the adaptive symbol transition method achieves a 28 dB
gain over conventional systems while keeping the SNR loss
less than 0.25 dB.

In an additional embodiment the adaptive symbol transi-
tion method in accordance with the present invention is used
to reduce the number of disabled subcarriers used as guard
bands in current OFDM systems. For example, a WiMAX
system employing a 256 subcarriers OFDM system disables
55 subcarriers (28 and 27 on the left and right sides, respec-
tively) to limit out-of-band radiations.

Using sidelobe suppression techniques, the required guard
band can be reduced for an increase in system complexity. In
an embodiment using 24 subcarriers (12 on each side) as
guard bands, N, G, C, € and o are the same as in the previous
embodiment. The normalized PSD of the left side of the
signal is shown in FIG. 4. The adaptive symbol transition
method of the present invention suppresses the signal power
to =50 dB by the end of the in-band signal compared to -32
dB for RC-window method and -20 dB for conventional
systems.

With reference to FIG. 5, a method for sidelobe suppres-
sion in an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
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(OFDM) based cognitive system in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention 100 includes, scanning
anoperation band of the cognitive system to detect at least one
current licensed user operating in the operation band, each of
the detected current licensed users having a corresponding
center frequency and a corresponding bandwidth 110, dis-
abling a plurality of subcarriers associated with each of the
current licensed users, the subcarriers disabled based upon
the corresponding center frequency and corresponding band-
width of each of the current licensed users 120, creating an
index of the disabled subcarriers, the index comprising the
center frequency and bandwidth for each of the current
licensed users 130, receiving a current time domain OFDM
symbol to be transmitted over a set of active subcarriers in the
operation band, the current OFDM symbol comprising cur-
rent modulated data 140, receiving a next time domain
OFDM symbol to be transmitted over the set of active sub-
carriers in the operation band, the next time domain OFDM
symbol comprising next modulated data 150, calculating an
OFDM symbol extension to be added to the received current
OFDM symbol, the OFDM symbol extension calculated
based upon the set of active subcarriers, the index of the
disabled subcarriers, the current modulated data ofthe current
OFDM symbol, the next modulated data of the next OFDM
symbol and a desired symbol extension length 160 and
extending the current OFDM symbol using the calculated
OFDM symbol extension to suppress the sidelobes of the
OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the current
licensed users 170.

In accordance with the present invention, a new system and
method are provided to suppress OFDM sidelobes and shape
the spectrum of OFDM signals. The proposed adaptive sym-
bol transition method of the present invention extends OFDM
symbols and uses the extension to reduce adjacent channel
interference (ACI) to other users operating in the same band.
Simulation results shown that the adaptive symbol transition
method in accordance with the present invention can achieve
a significant gain over conventional sidelobe suppression
techniques. Moreover, the adaptive symbol transition method
in accordance with the present invention does not increase the
signal peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR) and keeps a low
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) loss.

It will be seen that the advantages set forth above, and those
made apparent from the foregoing description, are efficiently
attained and since certain changes may be made in the above
construction without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, it is intended that all matters contained in the foregoing
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
invention herein described, and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to
fall therebetween. Now that the invention has been described,

What is claimed is:

1. A method for sidelobe suppression in an orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) based cognitive
system, the method comprising:

scanning an operation band of the cognitive system to

detect at least one current licensed user operating in the
operation band, each of the detected current licensed
users having a corresponding center frequency and a
corresponding bandwidth;

disabling a plurality of subcarriers associated with each of

the current licensed users, the subcarriers disabled based
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8

upon the corresponding center frequency and corre-
sponding bandwidth of each of the current licensed
users;

creating an index of the disabled subcarriers, the index

comprising the center frequency and bandwidth for each
of the current licensed users;

receiving a current time domain OFDM symbol to be trans-

mitted over a set of active subcarriers in the operation
band, the current OFDM symbol comprising current
modulated data;

receiving a next time domain OFDM symbol to be trans-

mitted over the set of active subcarriers in the operation
band, the next time domain OFDM symbol comprising
next modulated data;

calculating an OFDM symbol extension to be added to the

received current OFDM symbol, the OFDM symbol
extension calculated based upon the set of active subcar-
riers, the index of the disabled subcarriers, the current
modulated data of the current OFDM symbol, the next
modulated data of the next OFDM symbol and a desired
symbol extension length; and

extending the current OFDM symbol using the calculated

OFDM symbol extension to suppress the sidelobes of
the OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the cur-
rent licensed users.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the cognitive system is
a cognitive radio system.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising adding a
cyclic prefix to the current OFDM symbol prior to calculating
the OFDM symbol extension.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising adding a
cyclic prefix to the next OFDM symbol prior to calculating
the OFDM symbol extension.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein disabling a plurality of
subcarriers associated with each of the current licensed users
comprises disabling a plurality of guard band subcarriers
associated with each of the current licensed users.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising, reducing the
number of disabled guard band subcarriers after the current
OFDM symbol has been extended.

7. The method of claim 1, prior to receiving the current
OFDM symbol, further comprising:

receiving an encoded serial data stream;

modulating the encoded serial data stream;

converting the encoded serial data stream to a plurality of

parallel data streams;

processing the plurality of parallel data streams through an

N-point Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) unit to
produce a plurality of parallel time domain OFDM sym-
bol streams;
converting the plurality of parallel time domain OFDM
symbol streams to a serial time domain OFDM symbol
stream comprising a plurality of OFDM symbols; and

adding a cyclic prefix to the OFDM symbols in the serial
OFDM symbol stream.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining if'the licensed users in the operation band have
changed, and if the licensed users have changed;

re-scanning the operation band of the cognitive system to
detect at least one current licensed user operating in the
operation band;

disabling a plurality of subcarriers associated with each of

the current licensed users, the subcarriers disabled based
upon the corresponding center frequency and corre-
sponding bandwidth of each of the current licensed
users; and
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creating an index of the disabled subcarriers, the index
comprising the center frequency and bandwidth for the
current licensed users.
9. A system for sidelobe suppression in a cognitive trans-
mitter employing orthogonal frequency division multiplex-
ing (OFDM), the system comprising:
a cognitive engine for scanning an operation band of the
cognitive transmitter to detect at least one current
licensed user operating in the operation band, each of the
detected current licensed users having a corresponding
center frequency and a corresponding bandwidth and to
disable a plurality of subcarriers associated with each of
the current licensed users, the subcarriers disabled based
upon the corresponding frequency and corresponding
bandwidth of each of the current licensed users;
an adaptive symbol transition unit coupled to the cognitive
engine, the adaptive symbol transition unit configured
to:
create an index of the disabled subcarriers, the index
comprising the center frequency and bandwidth for
the current licensed users;

receive a current time domain OFDM symbol to be
transmitted over a set of active subcarriers in the
operation band, the current OFDM symbol compris-
ing current modulated data;

receive a next time domain OFDM symbol to be trans-
mitted over a set of active subcarriers in the operation
band, the next OFDM symbol comprising next modu-
lated data;

calculate an OFDM symbol extension to be added to the
received current OFDM symbol, the OFDM symbol
extension calculated based upon the set of active sub-
carriers, the index of the disabled subcarriers, the
current modulated data of the current OFDM symbol,
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the next modulated data of the next OFDM symbol
and a desired symbol extension length; and

extend the current OFDM symbol using the calculated
OFDM symbol extension to suppress the sidelobes of
the OFDM symbols and reduce interference to the
current licensed users.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the cognitive system is
a cognitive radio system.

11. The system of claim 9 wherein the cognitive system is
a broadband wireless system.

12. The system of claim 9, further comprising a modulator
to receive an encoded serial data stream.

13. The system of claim 12, further comprising a serial to
parallel converter coupled to the modulator, the serial to par-
allel converter to convert the encoded serial data stream to a
plurality of parallel data streams.

14. The system of claim 13, further comprising an N-point
Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) unit coupled to the
serial to parallel converter, the IFFT unit to output a plurality
of parallel time domain OFDM symbol streams.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising a parallel to
serial converter coupled to the output of the IFFT, the parallel
to serial converter to receive the plurality of parallel time
domain OFDM symbol stream and to output a serial time
domain OFDM symbol stream.

16. The system of claim 15, further comprising a cyclic
prefix unit coupled to the output of the parallel to serial
converter, the cyclic prefix unit to receive the serial time
domain OFDM symbol stream, to add a cyclic prefix to the
OFDM symbols of the serial time domain OFDM symbol
stream and to output the current time domain OFDM symbol
and the next time domain OFDM symbol to the adaptive
symbol transition unit.
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