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| TUE ASSOCIATION FOR
MEXICAli CAVE STUDIZS'
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Contaonts

Tae ‘dstory and 3oals of tiae ANCS
7rip Roports - ilovember 10674

T2 Status of Me:xican Cave Biology

~hie ixploration of 3otano de Tlamaya
Volume 1  [umber 1 January 1265
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The Jistowy and Gcals of i Lillo

The ALICS was founded in the latter navi of 12062 by ©
Jvans to collect information on the caves of liexico, ?"e
original nam~ was the Snelaolozical Survey of towice, but it
soon became evident thai it would be sovaral yvears beforo even
a small percentazz of tlie ".ozican cav. areas coﬂLd be visited;
and it was felt tuat ti~ organization siculd have a names that
did not imply ocxtensive kn Jloi;u o liexican cavins areas, So
in tie sorins of 1264 tiiz vresent name was adonted, liso abount
this tim> it -7as noted tlat thex: wvas a great d.al cof interes:t
in the cavzs of ‘lexico amoil; cavers “rom all partc oI the Unito
States, thnrefors it wvas dacidc 4 tc broanc ton momborslilp of
tlie or;anlzat10ﬂ to include all intercsizd »narsens,
Toe AMIS has comsiliod informaticn oun 250L thres oundres
ilawlcan caves abou walch theoy have ch1“1u~ now*”df“ and
organicad this informaltion, along wwiil. many loss 1*‘1ab;o T
and IMOTs, LG whgt is nrobably tlic mosit comnrcuensive ;i}e
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of irlorvmaiinn on [axmican caves i nxistcncn,  If member ol
organizacion nave spacliic quasticas on any area c. ;:xlco, tl.c
arc urcad to write and ve 7ill answur any qunsticns tihat may

arisn as “owwict 1y as wz can, L..2 MMCS willl try o dacoriba

(&8
nosi of che well visited cave arcas of lmiles in Tuturs issuns
ta2 Umrsloetar., e nout iSS“” =1L faafurs caves on the S b
Panga 12 of 24, de Valles, 7Tt is ‘~ona2t Co eover all important
arnas brfor: summer SO Lol Lo infcrmatica will bo available
for tuosc planuiny summer trips. . alsu clan comiila speic
ologizal road logs of tlc main .loxican hijjways that will ans.c.
mosc ”"relal cuestiosns abowv toxican cav\,.

£ 733 Le net a larse orzanizcaiion and 2acl member sucal

e M Lo

actively reeruit as any incroas” in nnﬁoﬁ““lXj i1l enabla the
LSS o orovide more gervicas for zac. atmbor, 4Ll money col-
lected is wzod to meintain tho f£i72s und »nrovide bencfits FOT
£lo membarshiin., Copizgs of mans, wewovigs, and wiotozraplis
sent €o cava OmMars and OaJC“ interasced pzon’s

biolozical collzoztions from liomican cavas and
~roser soaelallists for i i
colloetirs and distrii
Lo to anmconras? Tk
1~v1ou“ ok, 108
by members and summaric .
ot b; a success unless all membors cont

B e A . e ———————"
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fteonoeclatic.
Lastin, o

: 203 Tlewslzitar is nublisned wonil:ly by

for llxican Tave Jtudi:s, Te T. Bom 7672 3T Suat

780712, llembershin in tho A2 1s 3,00 for ius
[

i membershioc starting at the first of zac.
1

-

joinin~ after the first of tiwc yoar wil
miblications for t.at year,

lembors are ufghd to submic erticlas fov ¢ ation. ..a s
submitted fo:o sublication slould bc of a T e suitabls for cony
onto a standaz? or legal si-ze memestrapl sasitr or for nrinilig
wonper articlos withi detailed maps arc iavited for hﬂLlJ.caLlo_z
in a bulletin., Trip weporis arc recuasitoed fvom all trips



meryditl Turaer, Mike Lrickson, id Alezander, and Puilip
lnsborou‘h lalt Austin the evening of the 24tl. of ovember,
They spenl cle Alsat in San Benlto, Taras and veached Cd, Valles
about five o'clock th next day. The noxt morning thcy contacted
the oyner of Jotano de la Tinaja, Jv, iumils lartinez, wao lives
in Vallas, 2 unlocked the gate on tl.e road to the cave enabling
the groun Lo driva vitnin a Zov aund"A vards of the cave, (ine
road to tle cave heads to tie cast from Ciehway G5, just to the

north of Valles at approuimatcly X, £74.5, Reen to the Xeft unti.
reaeling the ranch tiaon park,, Thoe rest of the day was spent in
~stablis> camp ald rigsing thie first drops. The ncic day

the ~rou~ 241 the main dowmstream oassac2, Tae passage is a

;i;u fisgur: what descends down a seorics of small drons to tle
~rovious nand o cuploration., From tiis point tue passage was
ound to o Jnie over savoral wore drops and small pools until
17 cncountaTod a vary bigh fissure extending to bOLM ti.e left and

RN

rigat., Uhen: as 1o continuation of thz :asga > they ad been
erslorine, and »uploration to e ncf“ apd rlrni was blocked by

a dec: 1W“”. his lake is nernans 40 foat vide wiicre tie nassanes
Join but it unarwers in both dlrccslo;o. Some tywa of Iflotation

cear will bo nzcossary to furihier explore tis passage, A tctal
of 45 hours vas spout in the cave, wita the trip dowvm tine maln

passasze waculring 23 lhours,

-4 o,

2, PLillie 3ebiffert, Jolm Fisl:, and .rioa Knox
nigat of llovember 25th. rFirst tiiey visited

locatad just norii: of Anticuo torzlos, and then

it to Sotano del Tisre, located a few miles Iia

£ Valles, T.o outrance to this sotano, widca 1s like tlat of

lﬂaju roelhvas the flood waters from a larse surrounding arca

and is a 300 Zoot vertical dro> broken by a ledge 190 feat down.

A

AL the botzom of this dro»n two slhiort passag:s icall to Pits, each

about 30 feat doen, wulch wer:z not dDSC“HJPQ due to lack of equin~-
ment, lioxi Ll greoup wont to Jotano de la Tinaja and ﬁx,lorpd

tat wras i £ to bo thz and of tlhie entrancs passage. <Toly
Zound a co;h,'va*iOW of tlis passaze above a Floustone slope that
tead a shorh distanc: to an 80 foot dror into a largs room or T
massag2.  lack ol -quinment prevoutad further oxcloration, T
t.e roturn crin to Austin, Srutas de Juintero wers visited and chie
Zirst saoctiown of tue cave mapnad,

James Qoddell, Jim Duke, Dick Smiti, lleal Pre scot:, and

Uiﬂk Coildors accompaniced fn2 car witl: Xnex and iicXenzia to

Abra and Tisre and the pickad up Joii: Tisl. and went to Sct ¢
aol ATroio o try and man the wat:r na ssagse, Unfortunatsly tlicy
rare turwad beck by da=z»n water, ”“ilg at Lrroyo tlhey ataenltﬂd
to discover & pre-capturc cours? of tie stream L“au now antars
tue cave, but no evidence of such a stream bed could be found,
Cn the rnL I Urip to Austin thie groun visited 3rutas de Juinters,



(5]

-t

Jim Loran, Xm uyrick, Bob Thomas, and Framk Tiscman left
fastin on the 23rd for caves in the Xilitla area, Filrst tloy
visited a pit a fow mndred feot from fle enirance to Sotano do
Tlamaya and ai least thirty fect higher on tie mountain, Tuis
cave was Zownd to comnect WlLu Sotano de Tlamaya at abouu the
300 foot lovel, This means the sysitam is at least 30 Ieet decper
than the offiecial surveycd Jeopil., On the way back a groun of
pits just off the ilitla - ¥ 3riega road werz cuocked, IThose piie
arc located at ¢l2 boitom of a lers2 sinkiowle near a school and
basketbail coutt. Tlvy wore found to L2 promising but lack of
“ime nrovented complote exnloration,

Jotri: Xroidler, Col_y \rﬁldl-h, Tommy licGarrisle, Susa“
Tblsuron, Bud Stowart, Demtor U111, and Bill Dlus i c Ausiin
in toe ovenins cf thc 26y 1, s»ent tae nizut at uvhllcn, 7d con=-
tinuzd on Ll naut das The Tirst 1‘1ac*’ they visised was 41
£ an uudar-

Cacimionio del Rio uanue, vhers the DRio Mance f£lowrs rom
wator’tenve. ncar the cliy of lante, Tamaulinas. Th oanly icad
vas a smalll Jlssure cave that 03“1 onn the soutn edze of the
rasurgence, but it cutonds for only about 300 fect to where it is
blockad by broakdowm, That nignt qu slent at srutas do Juintors
and the noxt day was spent ciacking several small caves and -its
zast of Thwe small vliiaﬂ* £ Venidito, Saturday found then lock=
ing for Jotanc do ujldlto, but fog in the mor313‘ campared Lhe
searci: & “4 tie cave was not found, CJueva de Il Abra was visited
on <oz rabnim twip,
28 llov  Affaw several Lours of liasty nreparation Bill Bell,
Torr Ty TLlT:S, Bob Burnett, and B“uny Martin loft Austin at 7 M
in Terry's nicikud Lru-ﬁ. TL& tris to 24, Valles took 14 hours
vitl. only stomns made at gas staulo:s and ti:e rloxican Customs
Ll SR § they ate, bougit a fzw things thuat sad
o ney, Jrom nore thay ncadad on
N [ d etz rapch 2f S8r, Hodests Gomnz,
b tis :x as usual, rain and fog, it was dedided to swond
tac o7 romalidny Lours of tie day oreparing the equismont foxw
tio deseoui oo follicwing day.
22 oy By ViI0 »v;:yonv vas up and cating breakfast, From
acre it Ly oa Sf4 wmile drive to tho edgz of the small viilaze
of Tlana :;e antranen of Sotars dn Tlamaya. Ty ontersd at
aﬂd umalwﬁd in thm cave for tie noxt 26 hours,
22V TInon ving bact at tlp ontrance tiny decided to leave
¢ roaes i nlace fov a roturn txiy the next day, so from navc
ck Cxi» back to the rancl. was made, 3r. EOnez sas intorest-d
at _ad bzon Zound and after tolling bim-all that had happendd
coy atc and sanked out,
24 Tov Gawiz -

a »out morning Bob and Teryy returned to tue o
cavz antl ﬂvund, micl: o chzll surprise, ciat
-

:gtlance c

t.ie wone wac C It could noc have been removad irom the cave
since it was tiod off 230 at b :lovw, so tley fisured that some
oie in ne~d o vone had p ad up as muci: as e could then cux
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be cru bz for the srescni 1t menhi
to Jilitla to buy more wone and

/.
-y
J
$a
< (
()
[
Q
o0
N
S
tude
\
0O



)

a dav, In Zilitla tuay 7ent to several sitozes
brr 300 ZV,L of sisal rone, After doinc this and
rrands a col _actluu trin vas wade several sma.l
cavas near Almacaclan, ti2 first tovm west of ZTilitle £ "

i, e Cn the 15
mile trin back o stovn was also made at Jueva d- 1a Zalva to map
tiic main passa;e and collect more insects, By & &l they were back
at 3dmez's -atio and rzady to sack out,

25 lov T morning was spant readying the cquipment and zating,
Just bofsme noon everyitlin~ vas loaded in the truck and tlhe drive
Lade dow o Tiamaya and thc cave, T2 weather was zood and they
entered ¢ .a cava a- nooi,

25 ov After gsnondizc 31 Tours in tle cave thwy returned to the
surfaca iust at suadovm, It still required ncarly an hour to rais
tht ropes up the last dwop but after do1pﬁ this no timz was lost
in ramarnin~ to the ranch, Tua2y learned That a party madc up of

Y

Jim Moran, Frank Uiseman, Xen “yrick, and Bob Thomas were at Lhat
time 2immloriny; a cave chat later proved to connact with Sctano do

Iuv Arowad 3ALL thio grour of exr-lorers roturmed fxom o2 cava

@ vent styaisnt o bed, The e HOVpL:P erpericnces wjere 2~
changad and fhen a‘tﬂ" L“an“lzf 3r. Gomez for hiic hospitality
averyoue want into Jilitla wviere Fra; iiad left his car, Iare

taey ate asd massed savoral CovTe then cach: sroun yrent tnelr
o@Jura»G VaYu. Bennny, Bob, Torry, and Bill lLeaded to Valles and
&e Abra Tansa Lo meet sovaral srouns V‘O wverz coming dowm
Axs'ln. 'v“ryono met at Los Sabinos abou: dark cud from
vt into Valles to eat and find out whalt ocaca other aad
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day was snent in Sotano de la Tinalja wherc insacts
v ware collcted and oicturcs ware faken,
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™
nd Frutas do Jvintero waere
7 omappilng tha 2ava,

e
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lL“NﬁﬁOLAithlw“ﬂitOLQE" a
al Tours T2 "dﬂmh in Uhrtla?.
v vermvons left for Liistin onc : 0% €O~
Zad of By, Bob, Torry, and Pichard Smlbu. They snent
moriins in llante restocking their food supniics and tien
aftarioon tiwy went to “IL Macimiento® just outside of towm
wuera clothias were wvasned and tae truck cleaned out,
20,1y Therr hcaded north Imom lante some 20 to 30 miles to Inecing
a small villwgﬁ on thw niguway. From thore a very bad lumber
truck road wacs itakan o tiis west into the mouwniains, Sood
srogress was madc for £,0 miles until i¢ startad to wain, This
turned tin undalievably s“‘en road into a mass of ol_;vﬁ?’ wad
a“ﬂ rocks that mads nassing almost imnsssible even with cilze
.ains, It -vas deeided o turn back and 0 Sout.. th: Test ©o
vcamoo, aret locatad in Thr mountalns but on a muci: botter road,

N
KoM e
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e, e
O
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ey armived jmst altor dark,

1 D8 Trom Jeaivo they intended o mo o Tula, tic only t'-:oublc:
being tlat evaeryone clie 2y askaod dlf:'t knots :xacb_v v»m;- tue road
was,  Finally aZier nearly an uour of driving avound an old mah

directed tonem to a Sll““ﬁry mad woad that Licadad out acress e
large fammin vallcoy of Ccampo Ctovards ile mountaine, After
passing throus: soveral ~iidos, takiag the vwrong roads, and
fording two sireans, Tley came to Rancho de Corrales, Ejido P.E.G.
ijandcipio 4z Lsamnc. ler2 agsain directions were asknd but insteac



n

of just nointine a man told tuem tuat the roatd to Tila was
1mﬁassab1e and thet tley siould stay at tlz rancl: yacre thay
souldeollect insucts and exslore caves. Iveryons s very
trlondly and that alfternoon Reberto Garcia teck tiem on a
collecting tour ol tlue rancii, The time was speni tur:inge over
logzs, Jadlng thwoughh a swamp called “la Lecuna®, and wandering
around in th.e vallay, Tuat nisit vas sment at Pobertols \o“se.

2 Soc “‘ino P.u.u. or uancno 30 Zorrcles occunins o larse 1i-3
valley that is sepazated Zrom tl.2 larzer Ccammo val?cy by anraq%:

of low limeston2 uills on tue east, To the west somc 7 0r O
avay is a ranze of mueh higucr mountains alsc com-osed of lime=

LY

stome t.at mavk fhe westor: boundry of the valley, ILooking to
¢ihw gouta a lOJ, rucsed ill is scen in the center of the valley

and is called “Ciorro Partido" by tie local inhabitants, From

all indica LlOﬁ" twls is the conec oi an extiinet volcano that <uring
its active nericd covered the valley flcor with voleanic dabris,
Jrom thue necak the land slopes nontly avay in all derCLlOLu.
o

From Doberto's houoc, locatad nmear tiw eastim aills, they
veaded out in tlz truck for the mountains to tie wosﬁ. It seoms
t.z cjido was in the nrocess of building a now woad in tiic order
e gc_ corn to tl.e ma¥iot, As it irmad out they spent the wiole
day driving tlrougn corn :1v_ds, fording str:aams, taking dewn

“onezs, and eren cnopping a way througa thz mndo TEROWL 2 SVCEYDRe
arrivaed at tie Louse of Zuadalupe Portales around & Pl after
spendiiz 2iqht Dours and coing 4,4 NLleo,

3. Deg Fron Jnadals pats Gouse, located part way un Ul
rzstern wountains, a zood vicw could be had of the va
and Zhe "iils to tle east, The mor:ing vas swun touring
tand and about 11 Al they went down | to_ the truck #or &
ccar,  Guaaninma told ti.am of s»ve “ﬂ’ aren and boaut
in the Jartido but cousidorinz Low latn il was

vas a ile walk, and wo Lald to vaturn to linite th
it was ided o po to a smallinr cave about 1 ka, above
aousc, [LItor meac.dng the arca e found that it aad

munl: that 20 couldn't f£iad cthe entrance, They woturned to

truck and buran tihwe journey back teo qu"“b. eelon Ihe woads wore
cry walen : diriving mice easicy, especially tirough tic cone
stiuiction batween Leampo and Jdlgnvay 85, The nisli was spant
at Il Yacimioilo near Manie,
4 _BHac Tho moming vas spent clcaning out the truck and getti;;

© in order, At 11 Al thoy bezan wihai was to b2
ar that would take thon :wrongi some oririmaly b”auL s}

g mm “f' S e
Autize MOYC“O" iy

{:"‘1‘(]'1 "‘:J
country asd ~ood nossible cavin
turnad wast, v:dﬂ:ﬂg their vay. up LHLOU"h Lg_ aeavi

¢ 5 tad
[SULSCIN

limnastone moui:iains te the mun drisr O

Maiz, Jrom re on throug: Tula to Cd. Vic?ﬁrva
vere of a romploately dif lﬂ““" hature
troplcal aresg - ik~ Joniez Carias ox Aill;ln b
litcle rai;fall tin rountaims w2r2 maarly compioinl
vegatation as was everything colse Jit. access Lo cugm TCTY
Limited and ot many people 71V1ng in tue area, one miglt wave
ALEE Pty i 1ocating the larse solutional typc caves “that arn
si wadly chera,
finrnoon was §suent dr1v1nf along tuz unbelievably dusty
A tle noy nlﬁavay wndsy construction botieer Huinac o
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and Cd, Viectoria, llear dark ti:zy stopped beside the raad just
outside Palmillas and camnad,

5 Dec TFrom Palmiilas they drove on, passing tiurough one of the
most beautiful mountain arsas in Mexico and arriving in Cd,
Victoria arvound noon, lare thwey ate lunch then hecaded soutih to
Gomez Farias, arriving at Sotano de Gamern Farias that afternoon,
Tuey went into the cave shortly afterwards and mapned the upper
levels, lecaviiiy four »nits to bz axplored tie nont day.

6 Dec Tlay vofurned to tie cave and found many mora intercon-
necting pits in the lower levels than they had thougiit were there,
It took most of tle day to man them and find tunat tioey all con-
nected to onn Lworizontal nassage that ended in mud and a small
holo wierns ater disarmrarad, Late thiat afternoon tiey left
the cave aad drove on up tle road as far as they could before
darik then camnod,

7. D0oc It scoms tihe nlace the y campad was the besgimning of tue

rnal

very stesr narc of &he mountain road and that without four whcel
¢rive it would bo lopaless to try, It was then decidad to retur
to fasiin, ouvﬁ)lﬂ: on tlic way to tour tlie commercial Girutas de

Villa de 3arcia secar Fonterroy,

THE STATUS COF MaXICAN CAVZ BICLOGY
by James R, Reddell
Austin

Considevin; the size of lMexico and ilhie abundance and div-arsit
of lier.- caves it is remarkable tuat no morc ias bocn donz in the
arca tlman :as been, The nurposc of tihils rewort is to indicate
voat nas beo: done and twlat is aoaad to be accomnliched by the
AlIC8 in 2 £{inld of biolozy, Later reporis will include detailed
accounts of Lla b1010fy of 1nd1v1& al caves or of areas or will
discuss otl.nr aswnacts o~ Jlaxica: biospeleolosy.

The first utLdy OL Mcx1can cave blOlOﬂy was written by D.

Bilimnk and wublisiied in 1367, 1In this 2 discusscs the fauna

of Cacaluamilna Cave, in Jucrrero, As lato as 19356 only 14 snecie:
of a nlmalo, botl: vartobrates and invertebrates, were racorded

from Mexican caves and all of thesz were from Zacaiwmamilpa Cave,
In 1036 and 1238 the Carnesie Institute publishiad the rosults

oi saveral cimaditions to sLudy the ' aves and cenotas of ti:
Yucatan Peoninsula.  Cver 500 snecies of animals are rccorded in

tiwo very important bulletins, odited by A, 5. Pearsc, Almost
all work in Tucatan since tlis time L:as bcon basad on Prarse's
worke, In 192C lari L, ‘ubbs and “A.1liam Te Innes describcd the
sonus, Anontie. .k

fLQ;J from liewico wiilen came from a locaiity outsid
of Yuecatan, J. Llvare. followad witl. the descrintion of two
additional socies in 1946 and 1947 from Zueva dcl Pacion and
Zunva da iss JabiAOS. Intensive work hias been done o taesc

v a zuambar of students &ince that time, Duriag tiic
carly 1243's Drs, T, Bonet, !, Bolivar y Piecltain, and B. F.

[ ]
Csorio Taxalu made intensive collections in a larse number of
caves t.rouruout liexico. Thelr work uas been LUbilSJyQ in a
large marber oF napars and some of the resulis still await
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publicatign, [HUL tue cxzception of work by Aleijoidrs ° 7illalobos,
wricue Rloje, and Stan’oy B, MuTaik, all of whon vorked it vars
ious crustacazi: sroups, work im Mexican caves to ©i.2 presii i.as
baen tie direct result of the vork of Bonet, Boilvar y Zieltain,
and {soiwio Tafall, Their colleciions, lLowcver, were sonerally
made in large casily accessibla and casily cucrable caves., Jssen-
tially no systemacic studics of &t as away from the main ulglways
r difficulit of cutry have baen made, Dr, ¥, Bonet made intensive
collections i caves in tie Zilitla axrna, sublisled in 1952, but
thn animals found taere lave, i e 1zral, not been pOSLtLV“1]
identifiad in the literaturs or ccs *lbud Pecont work by a num=~
ber of mammalosists and bat snocialisis Lave resulted in tioe pub-
lication of many wrecords for bats in ifexico and Dr. Paul 3, LCLL:J
nads an intansive and cucellent situdy cf zoo ceograply of the 3some
Farias Decion, including many colioscilons of repti.ss and am0u1b—
ians in ~aves and sinks,
I an cave work is o a vory orimitive

n gonaraly sowever, lieni
: > 1

c
the larnse, well-known caves adaquately studiad,
w2 turned un uig nificant finds, In 1962 wmembors of
the ADS collicetad millipcds in Sotano dsl Lrroyo. <nc of thwese
nroved to b Lz type of a mey zonus aud species, described
roecenily by Dr, ilell Causey as gggltcrngg_uablnhu. £ newy ronus
and species of torrestrial isopod, licilcondscus, ‘1anaVDDSiS, aas
alsc recantliy beon d“SCflb“J in a panar by 3eorse Sciuluo,
Scveral additi-ial new sencra and species ara ~itner undor study
or in »roecs and coh;:ctlou havc really onvy bean,
Amens tl.o most potantially irmtercstins grouns aze nﬂmbC“
0L tlz x:ramcsy rare arac:nld order, Ricinuloi , represonted by
Less than 20 snecles in the wrid, To date at loast cwo and
20588ibly tiirac uudascer bpo species have baoen taken fyom caves
in Cattral and llortli- waacl thic order

&
= Jentral llexico indicaiig €l
may DYove a commoll cave intabid -ant, Tiils is ouly oue amwlv
many nossible ones whilenh misni be usad to demon re
1Eo 10910 on Mexican caves and their ~0881bL
sy in ceneral,

b arest beginnings of a study of Memican biospele-
macdae so far., Tac °tudy of rMouican cave blology
may years of r:o’”“c"l.:t'7 aind moxz vzars of descrintion
and publica cion b i1 approaci: even thic lessor known

reglons of the i
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Toud L{PLOCRATION CF SCTANA DI TLAMAYA by Terrw [, Raines
fuastiin, Texas

Za Dhveaber 22, 1284, Bob Buranett, Bemy lartin, Bill Bell,
and Terry ai all mnmbcrs of tie Tniversity of Texas Snele-
olozical Joecinty, entered Sctano de Tlamaya, a pit located in
e Siorra iladre Criontal moar the small villaze of Tlamaya, GSan
Zuis Potosi, Jitu ish spirits and mucl: entimsiasm tlhicy liopacd
co vADTOr‘ aad map the de anest cave in tue Uestern llemispaere,
3.::Lou’y tlis was not tihe first visit to the cave it did promise
2o b2 oz of tlie most successiul,




(@]

creviousiy, during February 1064, Frank TiSAmaL and Bob
Tacmas had ontaraed the nit, evwiorine to a deptlr of 32 feet
before turaing back, .en, on July Toen Jlmﬂj fotbrs, Jlbnn
Boydston, and Terry Pains also membars of tlhe UT33 cuplored
and manned tu a dentl: of 841 Zzet bzfore running out of rone,

This was the situation wien tne Zour cavors awoke that mornw
ine of the 22nd to find it still raining and a ucavy rog bdanket=
ing tuc mountains, Thoy wers camped on the patio at El Rancio de
T*itzmokoulu-u, own2d by 3r, vindasio som2z, “1n previous trips,

aspecially the exnloration of 3otano do ‘xnitomolotitla, Sr, Gome:
Jad provided invaluable aid to the erplorcrs and made mary of
tie fine discovories i the area “OSS’bgw. Lo, on tl:is occasiu.i,
averyone at~ a sood broakfast and prerared his sear for the do-
scaont into iz cave,

It was a silort chrec=-quartor milza drive from tiie ranch along
t:e tmuck road to wihars hey narikad, a 300 yard wvalk from tihwe
°ntrance, ILocated on southern adre annd some 20 to 30 feet
abova the floov oif e larse Tlamaya Do11.a, the cntrance con-
sisis oI Two sconarace pits, Thz smalier one is 15 feet in dia-
mcetor, drons frec for 277 feat, and is chic one where tle rons is

usualliy rinzad; the otler is 20 feet avay, 30 Leet in diameter,
and drgns 120: feet before slanting towar -ds the smaller pit and

Pa P

intersacting it, Botu entrances, located in the botzom of an
arroyo, now wirata away itlhie flood watars trnat once ran into tic
dolina.

Baimay and Bob Ticaded on up to tihc cave vith the greater

ortion of tlie vonos widle 3ill and Terry made last ml.lt ket
3u_1t10 8 befows joinins them, t otz entrance tlie 680 foot
Ilylon wone was unbraided and lowerad into tlhe hole, Jith each

one caryyis an additional 300 fect of rope, Terry was given tae
aonor of raﬂwv";_n” in first, fcllowed slorily by the otluers,
Prom thic bottom of tidis entrance droo tihie party continued on down
the next two drops, 73 and 76 fect respectively, and arrived at
t.e fivst room, This i room is some 30 Iecot in diameter vith a
small strcam wassage 5 fcet wide and 25 fezt nich *unninv tangzeac

A

to it Tho unstream seciilon comtiimmias Sor 12ar1a 200 fect beforns
,ﬂdlnu in a domc witl: a small stream cascading from the top.

nls is fla fivst ﬁoi“t w.ere a £lowing strcam is encountored and
t;roa;'vﬂt the rost of the cave wator Ls found deoscending over
every dron, As for the dovmstream scction, it imm“diately drons
12 feoet t.on continies on as a fissurc nassage for 150 feet un-
£il the str-an suddenly disanspears over a 100 oot dron, Alons
tils nagssaso Tlawy reiayed the ropes over ti:e small ools and upcn
reacalng thne dusc> a 160 foot rope was rigoed, This lenstic was 2
usad boecanse thz nearast fieoff point was som~ 40 foct back up
tae sassazc,  liow with every tiing set eacl: of ihe four rappelaed
in turn waying sonecial attenticn to the waterfall and trvine to
lkeen out of it, In thiks drop it was faund unccessary o loop tiue

rope Over r'"caln 3rogec;10ns and rapsal at a amooth stcady nacce,
for if onz bocame Zco carzless t..2 ropc would slin off and he
wovld scon learn that ranpelling under a water £a1l can b2 a wat
cold *ﬁj““ience. Joon & rr1v11~ at tlue bottom ticy quickly s
ed a larse, doco-looki 1; 2001 and found a counvenient dry spot
on tine otler side wiere ralatively little water £c1l, It is



tue'boiton o5 this 25 foot in diameiesr nit tiat tio waters of
the cave first divide, Cne -may, the passage thue wuplorars took,
continuas level for &1 feet before the cold -ratars azain Jcose
th:emselvas in tlie blackness, As for the otler 1ay, a pit located
cn ti:z onnosite sid2 of tle xoom, it also takzws Lialf of tue watew
and dvo»s for an undetemmined distanca, This passage is uncuplora
ontiming on dotm the ouplored nassaze a Lrlch cnlminey over a
deen pool is oncounterad gusL beLy‘g* waaching tio next drop, we.ico
cocals 200 fcat, Bocause tue L :3?°r vose availabls was 200 feet
it became nccessary to vl it as close to the odzc as pessible,
Zuls was donie by using a stort tieolf rope and tying onz ond to
a natural brid-e 29 Zeat back 1y the rassage and thiz otucy Lo the
200 foot mownz, Uitk tiiz rone ruming over nhic braks bavs, Bob
disapneared over tho eds2, again being careful to avcid 2 scaking
under the watorfiall,  Siunty Zeot dovm Lo found 1t possible o et
out of razwal and climb dowm soma 50 fact before it & nocos-
ary to return o the rope to commlete the drop. licaring
boc:on, Job soied o ledze that e was able to swing over “to and .

cleb aovn foom, ©lms =Timina iting that exctra wine feet taat tie
rone Tacknd, Tolliciuing his emamnle Terry also put s brake bars
£o e Tonn a:d joinzad Bob bz LOI, being Zo>lowad siwortly by Bilt
and Beouy, .0 Ior asgsaln regrousing at Tl bottom cveryonc siiould-
~red ds “NWivwenL, ropes and a small side “ack, and startzd off,
The askt novnie of luudred foet found tiiz ewplorers clinging to
tle walls lika £lins in order to avoid tie mumirous acen nools
tat made v tle greater nortion of the froor in tiids section of
worizontal nassase, As ooy neared the nomt dion they c ould lear
Zh2 yoar ol tl.» tsatars as t;;e"* fumbled into s»naca, lazcrness was
the = the air as tlhey nesrzd into the t“l“S“QSS b,“ow
that n char human hedl over nassed,  This was at the (41 Coot
i Sooowd of e mrovious surviy, O
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aquipmmt, Bob wa ;:xL anc
animuil tical Banuy and Biil folloired,
. the pass s ¥ Iwo more stations it wras found
i a small olpdoh. T is causod soaz immediatne
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vall d rich remains unemnlorad,  Savoral utas of arc.iing
alon e n omb: 1ls ravoaled @ small intcrconncciing LioLe
betw ot mat was used as an ancior for “the
on tiis noint go with stecl teno in one naud
or After a froc drop of 42 fcat e swung
and cco.d see tl.at tie stream continued
ould not weq i as ;
1A
".

survaeying tue "ifuation for amorcnt it was

> passana didn- -t Qave a ceiling, Aclovrt Z0 foot

<V them u; imco qu1;e a larso room tl.al was ilmmodie-

c.: ed the fig Room",  Altlous & adtuaj dilmentions
ware 130 Znel lung, 40 foot Wldy, and 80 fect nisl £l dim carbidne
ligatc and blaek walls =ava onz tlhe fealing of belng outside
on a dari nizle, By uwnanimous votcs they sto p?ed in one corner,
rasted, and ol a lltcle e h,k. Alter tolrty minutes mapsing was

d arain i e far end of the voom, [erc anotinr straan
overad ar it ware many transvarent eartiaworms, Tuls
ol courcn ..aliénd ~very tiing 2xeadt collacting, for up to this tim

A1l that Lad b= collecred -ere mil 11li-=des ﬂnd cava crickets,
Loong witl Thio worms lamndreds o- Telplot Ag rere found of whiel. an
I

i
dv ugbc mmb o ¢f zaclh wers collected, Jositive identification
k] s g

A
- s

- 1 1 . SR S . L1 - - n -t o ~
of 2l fovoa will be olvon in cuturce @welotters, Tdcv contiaucd



~ooping alsns the most cbvious rouie, e ussiream sszoiilcn of

tiis new strzan,  Jalike tihio other fissurc =y»o wassazes tarougli-

oul the wacl of £t cave tiis nassase was Zound to be of ellin-

tical cros:-s-eilon, cbviously of pur:?v ~umeatie orlpgion, [

averagad Lo Toat Lz and 20 feet wide Jit banks £ black dizc
ouing towvards tlie stream Srem boil: sides, Lfter covaral ulnutes

f'* o

vl * P ) .~.,

and &£70 2t thoy cam2 upon triat at Llauc secmuu o be a fZormation
4 a

- s 4" e ~ » s
p.az but witlin a f2v mlimzeos Beny Sound ontimuation to the
passage, It consisted of som2 five incuus ol alr snace over a
]
iR

low, cold, uriddy nool located at tlic base of the Zormations,
¢ vas mada moro mromicing by the Zact tuat wiat soeomed £o be a
cry laxoy waterfall ﬂ"w<j b laard on the other side, After

I EERY

several mimices of discussion Bemay decided to make the surneeme
sacrafice, so with clot.. 2s left om a dry mud bank he inchad ik

way tihrour. tle icy water and arrived in tie continuation of the
nassans tmiere tne otnor tharee were mou walcineg, it promicas to
roturn soon le roared off,  Some twenty to t“lrt" minutas lai
LnL“d %11u, Bob, 1 Terry deciding wio was going in to sna
nad Leomencd to B«"*. About tils time the lost explorer =oon

Skie LenJ ba~k througzi the hole and found cveryone anrxious o .ear
eat sad ol :adnen 2d, It seoms the passags continued on for goveral

@
wndrad feni bafore intersecting a larger roor, Jere one lary
ﬁqssa~“ continued on ta tie glﬁut and another smaller one was

2.

cen um on “he vall, Tle took the laraer wiilch soon bra:

“fo, bot Tmading in tlie sam» dircecion for the gamo di“' e )
before endine in b“oakdown. Jnon raturninsg he found €l e
“aterfall? was actually aade by air roaring througn th: all
passaze wivler oo Loxmatlod ~lug.,  Bomny climbod back into Lds
varm cloting and all returned o thz Birn Room, .ere they rosted
a wnile . started searching fowr more leoads,. 8idcovering tic
doirastraan SCPClO o U'.2 passazu tioy aad JuuL cuplorad, diktx
solrits romorad thie Rounton and taps wers put ba ick into onzration
and the riad ever ounward, The nascasa zasuned iis

old a “ish fisoure averasing zt wide, often
not 15, and contalning deen mools from all to wal
ave As o2 can sco ﬁzls recsuirves tue explortr - to
clin-~ BTN s a larze sorcontage of tie time and makes

tra V’”SlD’ tds tyse of passare very fatipguing, Mapring was
coniimued for 0027 Fect bezfore it was decided to start Clhdinking
about returniny Lo thie atrance, (I tie threc baby botities of

carbiie L~ :roup Lad brought in, onz almost full bottle romal:iad,
Finally €y deecided o stop mo 3p1“3 a94 continue on only to see

At vas join“ to wanwneon, JIxnloration vas axtondod wntil half
oE

a baby bottl: romained, their only U&j of measuring time since

1

10 one Lat a vaic, and “Hey aad seen rougnly 500 fcet more of

the same tyoa of raos;gv. From here an estimatod fouy lLours

vere spen Ll roaculny e entrance, This was a roasonably slort

time sineo cve all ropes wera
A -~

5 cveryone vas using Jomar Ascenders and
Leit in +lac2 since they kn

Py

7 Zhey would roturn, To2 only tidng
of note «: > way out was tie higﬁe” volune of vater runming
over ton : falls, avidontly due to rain ﬁU”l“‘ the night,
Tals mada Avhryono al little wc',er bt mopead 0o oon LISz le
ties., Unon meacling tus surface, scae 20 Lwours afc T

a dasl: vas made for the truck tucn to Sr. Zomez's patio, This
loter provad o be a misteka for t

waen they returaed the nexnt

f‘i‘ f‘i' i)

QJ



day tihoy found funt some person in nced ol ronu
muc of .2 300 as —ossible (it was tkedoff in #ix
Coen cul 1o, Lotting o romainder f£all bacsk inego - s
ouble since it requirad a trip into blllw’
I sical rone,
Toe morudng of the 20t found the sroup amain
thelr CUulwncv“ “for a return trip to tuc cave, T o
to 1'1nesg, Benny decidad to wait on tliz surfiaco so ali rigoing
tae nov vonn Torry rappeled in, AT thi botton e tied tux ifylon
rope on and 3obd ol BLll waised i, rotieing tle frayed end to
the tree, Thay then rappolad in and 2ll three continued on to
the point reac.hod two days bziore wvithout incident., lere all
oxtra rooeo were 1%t be dind and mapping beoua, Au taey Toxs
anhcad sevn side nassages adding mors water to fue main stream
wern zoted. Cue particularly impressive dome rose ovar 150 fcot
ito tlie limestons above and contained a sood-sined waterfall

far abova, Tien tihe karst features
of tnz ovorlying mountains ar? exrlored it is very probable tiat
thesa sido nassagos ALl out’ to be ney entrances to thils
Lare2 droinace system, Son° 3 hours later found Bill, Bob, aud
Torzy 10502 fnat fvon Ll day‘s beni 2 point and the drons

et Yy Ty (‘7!";"""
Ferllnng oLoow

tuat issuced fyom some »assa
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« Alter encaounteriug an ea sy 15 Foct climb=-dowm
~omuch moma difficult 30 foon waterfall wms discovared, Several
minutes ~rore gnent in discussion cad si ud* before Bill menaged
to find a route down the wighi wall, The otier two cquickly fol-
loved and anoaili; cotinoucd Taraulor 85 feot before overy talng
came to a couplui2 standstili, At tuls polnt the wrole bottom

daropped out oI tlo cave, ox at least tiat is wint 1% seomed
1ik2, Trom the tuo obsarv tion 001:Ls, the tov of tue wateriall
and o small Tindoud just i all »ue could sceo tas
bluc mist mads by tlio accr. unc:more, a rock tarowrmi
dovmy tue it could ot rd to At above the voar of the IZallic
it mined onotlons tlc t? 20 sat dowm to contamplate tle site-
sc

wation, Javowal ainutes ussion and deliberation later
a decision was made to :a*z'n tla 1259 fnaet, get tie rones, and
coma baclt to cimlors tuca 5ne  So with chvy ‘cotstens and witic-
out a word 2 gmall groun bosan tihe lons, nover cading chimneying
over the nany wools back to cxn ropes, Jpon arriving Bob decided
that duc €o Zellrus it wouid be best if e continued on to tue
Big Room ons walt fcr BLill and Terry., Shoculdering the ont, 100
picce o= ”1:c:1 ozecd Solidline tie party, now roduced to tio,
turncd aroivi and headed towards ¢ dron, 1 was with little
cnexey and o smeller amounl of carbils that the two finall

{

arrived at ©ho drop., Thoy prompily wigmad tice rope at tiwe tindow
and Sromand zscend, Terry, baing t.e fZirst, wont dowm
29 fecot, rman alons o narrow laodge, then climboed back up 12 Zeet
to o »immac. . C_at covorlityy the cantar of Zhn oit, Thls was
donz ts aveid cLe or £nat sTilT ~ot idm partly wei, Bill
c..en ool Ll i nten readings and afterwards ‘foined Teorry out

< Lt o . loctad several inscets tion Terrs

D Joyn Nlﬂblf” tae drop to be 74 fect and thien immed-

o 10ua3* 17 Zoot dvon, ¢ ciis nol.T The

s C.2 Tight and continued on, Going

1 ti2 water countilming in tie




1la

dlstancz, Terry woturnsd to the rove and prusiiza back up to

waere Biil waited on ziie nimnacle, Trom .iere tliey bogan the

long journioy back to tlie Bim Doom t..cre Bob waited, Upon arriv-

ing tiey ate a ~ood nﬂwl and restod bafor: fac~ng the long

nrusik out, T3 Job ¢ sarder for the fact Clat all tho rones

“hat had been rirsed carilﬁ" vere AOJ spaking wet and relgaad
51chob‘ morae, The Drecsrsss was very siow but after spending

31 oours in Lhe cave all’ :vuurnca to tie suriace, tired but

L
hapny. Jotal surveyed longtlhi was 3712 fect, and total depth
as 128%L Zecl,

T I R . o 2.
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