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A MLK Day of Service
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A MLK Day of Service
project

Eric Atwater invites the whole city to his three days of
peace and fun MLK celebration weekend starting Sat., Jan. 17.

Chris Rudisill
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The MLK Day of Service
projects are a chance to
start the year off right by
making an impact in the
community, and the folks
over at the LGBT (Lesbian,
Gay Bi-Sexual, Transgender) Welcome Center is
doing just that.
With a MLK Day of
Service award, the welcome center soon will have
a newly renovated kitchen
with all the accoutrement.
“We’re able to put in all
new cabinets, new sinks
and counter tops,” Chris
Rudisill director of the
LGBT Welcome Center explained. They will also be
able to install a coffee bar
with the $5,000.00 they
See LGBT, page 4



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This January 19 marks Martin Luther King Day, Jr.
where all around the nation
people will pay their respects to an American hero

who dedicated his life to
peace, equality and the advancement of the human
race. This year a free threeday celebration is planned to
honor the contributions
Martin Luther King, Jr.
made, and to have fun of
course.

Eric Atwater stands outside the old Atwater Cafeteria at his barbeque making
his
famous
to-die-for
chicken and ribs. He has
hopes of one day reopening
the soul food restaurant that
used to thrive along MLK
Street and 22nd Avenue

South. In the meantime,
however, Atwater has
drummed up quite an event
that promises to have St.
Pete talking until next year.
“I’m always giving
back,” said Atwater who has
teamed up with his friend
See SERVICE, pages 6

Hair by Ahsile: Giving back
A MLK Day of Service project
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Brenda Gilbert, owner of
Hair by Ahsile, is no
stranger to giving back to
the community. Every
three months for the last
nine years, Hair by Ahsile
has offered free personal
care services to the
homeless.
It’s no wonder that for
the last two years she has

participated in the MLK
Day of Service, with this
year being no different.
This St. Pete native is
one of 15 siblings and a
graduate of Boca Ciega
High School. As long as
she can remember she
has wanted to help people, so when Gilbert
turned 18 she became a
certified nursing assistant
and to this day remains
See HAIR, page 6

Owner Brenda Gilbert giving service,
and stylist Catina Dickens assisting.

Gwen
Reese
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For their MLK Day of Service project, the African
American Heritage Association (AAHA) of St. Pete,
through a partnership with
the Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL) and Professional Opportunities Program for Students, Inc., will
be working alongside students and volunteers to
clean up historic Lincoln
Cemetery.
The cemetery at 600
58th St. S. in Gulfport is the
final resting place for thousands of African Americans,
some of who even served in
the Civil War. Established
in 1926, it was one of the
few places African Americans could bury their loved
ones during the time of segregation, but it has suffered
over the years from neglect
and lack of regular maintenance. That’s something
Gwendolyn Reese, president of the AAHA, would
See CEMETERY, page 2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Random act of kindness hits locally
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - The
holiday season might be
winding down, but people
are still talking about random acts of kindness that
were bestowed upon them
by a community saint. In the
days leading up to Christmas, Valerie Dorn Roberts
took to the streets and the
nursing homes to give a little back to the community
she holds so dear.
Recently voted in as residential commissioner of the
St. Petersburg Housing Authority, Roberts wanted to
come up with a way to show
residents who live in the
Melrose area along Ninth
Street South, where she
grew up as a child and also
lived for 10 years as an
adult, how much she cares.
“I’ve been enjoying
every moment of it,” said
Roberts who humbly accepted praise for her endeavors. For three days
before the Christmas holiday, Roberts and a group of

volunteers embarked upon
the simple journey of finding people in need of a
smile.
They stopped off at
three nursing homes,
Golfview Healthcare Center
across from the main library, being one to remember.
“We had a stimulating
time,” said Roberts who
having worked in the nursing field and in nursing
homes in the past is familiar
with the needs of those who
reside there. “There is always someone who’s feeling
lonely, the need to smile, the
need to feel better or hear a
happy thought.”
The joyous bunch of volunteers served eggnog,
chicken salad and an array
of other delectable goodies
while quizzing residents on
Christmas trivia and playing
games.
Gifts of scarves, socks
and caps were handed out,
as well as, earrings for the
ladies and neckties for the
men. Among the gifts were
assorted Christmas orna-

ments that were also a big
hit with nursing home residents.
“Most of them did not
have families,” said Roberts
who enjoyed listening to the
residents talk about where
they were from and tidbits
about their lives. She will always remember how everyone was talking amongst
themselves about their
memories of the past, some
of them even leading the
group in holiday songs.
“When we left, we had [put]
smiles on their faces.”
Although the picking of
the nursing homes were
random, and Roberts knew
some families beforehand
that she wanted to help, she
also enlisted her daughter
in finding area families that
may be in need.
Using gift cards, items
she received as gifts for herself, a little of her own
money along with small donations from associates and
friends, Roberts was able to
give away bikes, toys,
games and books to a few
children in need. There

were also baby dolls for the
girls and cars for the little
boys in the mix of gifts she
handed out.
“I had lots of fun,” she
said.
Roberts and her friendly
entourage of elves also randomly stopped people on
the street handing out warm
clothing accessories, bottled water and sodas.
For the homeless in her
own neighborhood, Roberts
teamed up with a neighbor
and gave out bread. She
also brought bread, rice and
some vegetables to families
in need in and around the
complex where she lives
herself.
Roberts tries to give
back when she can. Last
time she reached out to help
the community she fed the
homeless at a fibromyalgia
support group event. Even
though she wishes she
could give back more to
local residents in need, she
struggles with the disease
herself and has learned to
take each day one step at a
time.

“I’m traveling by faith
and God’s will, so that’s
what gets me through,
keeps me strong,” she said.

And rest assured, Roberts
will continue on her mission
to keep giving back as long
as she can.

some of the problem areas
and taking pictures so we
can put out to the community or to an organization
what is needed there to revive or restore the cemetery to the condition that it
once was and what it very
much deserves to be,” she
said.
Reese summed the project up as a combination of
“cleaning up, collecting historical data and educating”
since afterwards they plan
to look up and do research
on some of the key people
that are buried there.
Though the duration of the
project is six hours, Reese
will be happy with any
amount of time volunteers
are willing to give.
“We don’t really expect
someone to come and stay
from 10 - 4 p.m.,” she
said, “but if we have a number of people coming
and just putting in a couple
of hours, maybe going on to
another project or going on
to the parade, still, many
hands will make light of the
work that needs to be
done.”
Though Reese looks
forward to the one-day
cleanup project, she’s aware
that Lincoln Cemetery is in
dire need of regular upkeep.
“This is not something

we need to do periodically,”
she stated firmly. “We need
to maintain this cemetery
on a regular basis—it deserves that. That is our
goal, and our project
will jump start that and
hopefully we’ll be able to
work with an organization
and step forward to assist
them. We’re hoping the
community in general will
take part in assisting the organization in maintaining
the cemetery.”
This is the third year
that the AAHA has partici-

pated in a Day of Service
project, and the admiration
that Reese, 65, has for Dr.
King is apparent.
“I grew up almost with
Dr. King,” she attested. “I
was there literally in front of
the television watching the
marches in Birmingham,
participating in the little bit
of the Civil Rights Movement we had here in St.
Pete. Dr. King exemplified
the fact that we could accomplish what is needed to
be
accomplished
not
through violence or hatred

but through love and peace.
And so when we look at the
world today, with all the hatred, all the killing, all of the
violence, it makes me even
more appreciative of Dr.
King’s philosophy of love,
nonviolence and peace.”
For information on
volunteering, contact Gwendolyn Reese at (727) 418 2881 or gwenreese@tampa
bay.rr.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenge

Peggy Crawford, Valerie Dorn Roberts, Bonita Likely

Year round cleanup is needed
From CEMETERY, page 1

like to change.
“I was approached by
the Urban League in an effort to clean up the cemetery and find someone who
will do that on a regular
basis,” Reese said. She
added that it is “a cemetery
with a number of significant
African Americans buried
there, many of them very,
very prevalent during the
civil rights era in St. Petersburg.”
Reese noted that there
have been some officials
and organizations that have
made efforts to clean up the
cemetery in the past, such
as Councilman Wengay
Newton and the Daughters
of the American Revolution,
but nothing permanent has
been put in place. She
added that Watson Haynes,
president and CEO of the
PCUL, lately has been leading the effort for perpetual
maintenance of the cemetery.
“It’s overgrown and it
just deserves to be maintained out of respect to
those who are there and the
family members of those
who have been laid to rest
there,” Reese explained.
“So we’re going to do an
overall cleanup of picking
up trash, trimming hedges.
We have a landscaping company that is working with us

and I have about 35 high
school students who will be
working with us also.”
The project will run
from 10 - 4 p.m. on Mon.,
Jan. 19, and Reese said she
would like to get about 100
volunteers to pitch in. Many
high school students,
young professionals and
members of the AAHA have
already committed to helping out with the cleanup.
The project will also be an
opportunity for students to
get a very valuable history
lesson, according to Reese.
“Part of it is the cleanup,
the other part of it is to document those who are
buried there,” she stated.
“A lot of the students will be
taking photographs and
there is also a process
which we’re using with
paper and charcoal to get an
imprint of the headstones
as a way of documenting
who’s buried there and getting the information off the
headstones while it’s still
legible. Some of it’s not legible, and many of the graves
do not have headstones.”
The students will also
be taking pictures of the
condition of the cemetery
to present to Haynes and
the PCUL to assist with the
overall view of what needs
to take place.
“We will be looking at
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAMU: The Biggest Loser

Fab 15 Enterprises improving
the neighborhood

A MLK Day of Service project
BY MARCY PALMERI

A MLK Day of Service project

Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Charlie Colquitt, associate
professor of Pharmacy Practice at Florida A&M University, College of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Sciences in Tampa and his students are hosting their
rendition of “The Biggest
Loser” for their MLK Day of
Service project by leading
the way toward better health
and wellness for those suffering with obesity.
Two out of three adults
are overweight or obese and
one out of three children is
overweight or obese, according to the National Institute of Health (NIH).
Colquitt states that a
Body Mass Index (BMI)
above 24 is considered overweight, while a BMI over 30
is obese. And pursuant to
the NIH, being overweight
is having extra body weight
from muscle, bone, fat
and/or water, whereas obesity is having a high amount
of extra body fat.
Armed with pharmacology students, Colquitt will
address the obesity epidemic as it pertains to both
adults and children by educating program participants
on the nutritional pyramid,
proper reading of food labels, food portions and will
distribute calorie counting
wristbands in an effort to
combat obesity.
“The nutritional or pyramid plate will teach portion
control. It’ll show them what
a portion actually is. This en-

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

Kimberly Dickens and Professor Charlie Colquitt
holding a BMI machine and UP24 Jawbone
monitoring wrist bracelets.
tire process will set them up
for a healthier lifestyle. It
sets them up for success.
We’re giving them all the
tools they need to achieve
their weight loss goals,” said
Colquitt.
The information provided by the students to the
public will be ongoing
throughout the day on Mon.,
Jan. 19, and will be held in a
casual seminar format.
Students will be divided
into teams placed along the
parade route. One group at
the Walgreens pharmacy on
22nd Avenue South and
Martin Luther King Street
South and one at Vinoy Park
on Central Avenue and
Beach Drive.
Colquitt is hoping for extraordinary results from the
Pinellas County participants
as he’s providing them with
the tools necessary for success.
Each team will have a
scale, a BMI reading device,

nutritional cards and a pyramid/nutritional plate. Interested persons who are
considered obese will receive a Jawbone, which is fitness bracelet that is used
with a smart phone. It tracks
activity such as steps taken,
exercise, calories burned,
hours slept, quality of sleep,
as well as being a watch.
In the interest of lowering the obesity rate and raising the level of activity in
Pinellas County, Colquitt
emphasized the benefits of
exercise. Free exercise
classes are offered at the
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health
Center, 1344 22nd St. S.
Gone are the days of expensive gym fees.
So while you are out enjoying the many events held
around the city on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, stop by
one of the “Biggest Loser”
seminars and get the tools to
get your health back on
track.

ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT
THROUGH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Who: One Unique
Transition - O.U.T
What: One day event
for future business
owners
When: Monday,
January, 19
Time: 10-2 p.m.
Where: 1601 16th St S. (Formerly the Welch Tax Office)
We will share and begin to develop ideas for new business in our
neighborhood by offering tools, resources, guidance and inspiration
to people who desire to own their own business.
The first 30 registered will get over $75 of resources to get started!
Reserve your seat.
Call Margaret 704-277-8714

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS








OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US
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ST. PETERSBURG — “I
love to help people,” said
Holley R. Jones, sole proprietor and owner of Fab 15
Enterprises.
He was elated when his
company received one of
the MLK Day of Services
awards for the minor repairs, maintenance and renovations that because of
financial difficulties many
homeowners are not able
to have the improvements
done.
Jones, who has been an
ordained deacon since 2007
at Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church, said he
first heard about the program last year, but was
too late to submit a
proposal.
Fab15 is mixture
of business under the
company’s flagship name.
Holley’s businesses include
lawn service, landscaping,
tree service and he is also a
certified notary public. His
father, the late Holley P.
Jones who passed in 2001
at the age of 81, was instrumental in his becoming interested
in
home
renovation and rehab.
“He taught me superior
business and people skills,”
Holley said. “Always make
eye contact when talking to
another person and always
greet with a firm handshake.”
Jones’ father owned a
construction company that
built homes throughout
Pinellas County during the
50s, 60s and 70s. Jones said
his favorite lesson his father taught him was how to
lay out a home, but he admits the lesson that he didn’t pay much attention to
was getting as much educa-



Holley R. Jones
tion as
you can.
“That’s the
part I did not
hear too well,” he
chuckled.
The former automobile
salesman and St. Petersburg
native said he started his
neighborhood renovation
program last December. He
and his volunteers of students have now assisted at
least 10 homes. Jones said
he was motivated to seek
the grant after he saw the
need in the community.
“A lot of people weren’t
in a position to do things
around the house, “he said.
He went out and talked to
people wherever he could
from the barbershops to
hair salons and grocery
stores to hear their personal stories. One woman
even told him that her bathroom had caved in.
On the MLK Day of
Service, Mon., Jan. 19,
Jones and volunteer stu-

dents from St. Petersburg
College will come together
to repair sprinklers, mulch
and planting palm trees.
“I just want to thank
God for my fabulous family,
the Fab 15, and for my
church family at Southside
Baptist Church,” said
Jones. “I thank God for the
strength I have gained
since becoming a faithful
Christian. God has given
me the vision for this project to help others and to
contribute to the improvement of this community.”
Jones sees this as a way
to honor what God has
done for him. “I just want to
be a man who God uses.
My message to everyone is
if you haven’t tried God, try
it you will like it! There is
no if, ands or buts about it,
for his truth will set you
free! Keep God’s words
going in your life this year.
It’s so many people who
need help and I’m about the
helping,” he finished.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cross & Anvil offering free HIV testing
A MLK Day of Service project
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – A
terrific way to start out the
new year is by volunteering
on a Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Service project if you
weren’t one of the lucky 50 to
have one of your own.
The methods and offerings on the Day of Service
differ greatly; ranging
from feeding and clothing the homeless and underserved, to offering a
variety of healthcare to
reaching out to create awareness of one form or another.
There’s something for everyone to offer as well as receive. It’s a day when hearts
are open and the willingness
to give is as strong as the
need to receive.
This year the Cross and
Anvil Human Services’ Day
of Service project will offer
free HIV/AIDS testing and
informative literature to all.
The center ordered and
packed 120 backpacks with
hygienic products such as
toothbrushes, toothpaste
and wash clothes, and will
give them away on Mon.,
Jan. 19 to those who come by
in between the hours of 9 - 11
a.m.
Center Director, Dawn
Bannister said they chose
that time frame so people
could come by and get the
testing and resources they
needed prior to enjoying the
parade.
Along with the free
HIV/AIDS testing, free fish
sandwiches will be offered

Angello V. Castro and Patricia E.
Smith-Johnson stuffing backpacks for Monday.
after a tour of the building
that is located on 1201 7th
Ave. S. in St. Petersburg.
For the past two years,
Cross & Anvil Human Services have had a strong presence in Midtown by
anticipating and meeting the
needs of its residents.
The center offers a number of services to the community, one being a
mentoring program for
young men from failing or
poorly performing schools
such as John Hopkins Middle, Melrose Elementary and
Lakewood High Schools.
They offer academic support services and tutoring on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 3:30-6:30
p.m.
“The program is made
possible by retired school
teachers who volunteer their
time. The teachers instill
proper etiquette, how to act

and respond at school and in
everyday life,” Bannister
added.
They also provide veteran service programs that
includes making referrals as
well as educating them on
what services are available;
also, financial literacy,
parental engagement and
year round free HIV/AIDS
testing and counseling is offered.
To find out more about
other services offered, such
as the free meal program for
children under the age of 18
during summer break, to get
involved with the ministry or
for center hours, please call
727-821-0285 or 727-894-1393.
Cross & Anvil Human
Services, Inc. is affiliated with
Greater Mount Zion A.M.E.
Church and where Pastor
Clarence Williams presides
over his flock.

Grand Center District welcomes new LGBT center
From LGBT, page 1

were rewarded. On the
actual MLK Day of Service, volunteers from Wells
Fargo Bank will complete
the project by painting
and providing other finishing touches.
Located at 2227 Central Ave., it was once a former bungalow home that
was donated by GSC of St.
Petersburg LLC, and had
to be moved several
blocks to its present location. The move alone cost
of $30,000, which was covered all from private donations.
The inaugural celebration took place Dec. 12
and was attended by more
than 200 people including
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
city council members.
The center hopes that it
can become a hub of information that can assist
the neighborhood and
specifically target the
LGBT community.
The LGBT Welcome
Center is under the umbrella of Metro Wellness
and Community Centers,
which is located at 3251
3rd Ave. N. The CEO of
Metro, Lorraine Langlois,
has always wanted a
larger presence for the organization and that visibility can be found along the
bustling Central Avenue
corridor.
“This [center] offers
us a chance to be the front
door to the community,”
Rudisill stated. He credits

This is a before shot of the kitchin, which will be
renovated on Mon., Jan. 19.
Brian Longstreh, a local
realtor, for being instrumental in helping make
the center a reality; the St.
Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce and the Grand
Central District, which is
also housed at the site.
Located on the 22nd
block of Central Avenue, a
cheerful bright green
door welcomes visitors.
Inside, the renovated
home is filled with colorful functional furniture.
Outside there is a gathering area with lawn chairs
and tables. The center has
held and has future plans
for holding workshops
and events that include an
acoustic night, spoken
word, book clubs, writers
clubs and a coffee talk
hour.
Rudisill says that there
is a need in the community for this type of center.
He cites statistics that

shows were more homeless LGBT youth are at
risk for suicides than
homeless heterosexual
teens. He also stated that
a lot of older gays still live
in isolation and fear because of their sexual orientation.
He feels that the center will be an oasis in a
non – alcoholic environment where people can be
themselves, while providing a conduit of information and visitor resources.
They have information
available for homelessness, substance abuse,
free HIV testing and behavioral issues.
“The center is not
funded and we rely on
community support,” Rudisill averred. “The community owns this house.
This is about people giving back to the community beyond themselves.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Art for peace and equality
A MLK Day of Service project
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – In
honor of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service,
local youths are donning
their smocks and brushing
up on their painting skills.
Community
Action
Stops Abuse (CASA),
whose community center is
located at 1011 1st Ave. N.,
has teamed up with Creative Clay in an effort to
bring a smile to the faces of
the children they service
while providing artwork for
the community to enjoy.
CASA
is
known
throughout the city as a
place to not only donate
gently used items or get
some super deals in their
thrift shop, but more importantly as a safe house
organization for those individuals and families suffering from physical abuse.
“We just felt that this
was a great opportunity for
art and peace,” said CASA
Grants and Compliance Coordinator Sue Nichols who
worked with her contacts at
Creative Clay to write the
MLK Day of Service grant
that harvested almost
$5,000 for their project.
It was enough to purchase 30 12 x 12 canvases
and art supplies, with some
left over to continue the
project with youths that
may enter the CASA residents later in the year.
A staple in the Tampa
Bay area since the 1970s,
CASA provides crisis inter-

vention, community outreach and tirelessly works
to break the silence that so
often isolates victims of domestic violence. In turn
they offer hope with a network of support personnel
to help survivors and their
children get back on their
feet.
CASA has collaborated
with Creative Clay, located
at 1124 Central Avenue, in
the past. Creative Clay
helps people with developmental, as well as, physical
and emotional disabilities
by using art as a medium of
positive release.
“We have done a number of art projects with our
children because it helps to
express how they’re feeling,” said Nichols who is
up-to-date on the latest research showing a high correlation between domestic
violence in families with
abused or disabled members. “So we share information with their staff and
that’s why we’ve worked on
a number of projects together.”
The project entails half
the canvases starting with
resident children of CASA,
while the other half originate with youth members
frequenting Creative Clay.
It’s called Mail Art, an artistic movement initiated in
the 1950s that is practiced
today all around the globe.
The idea is for one artist
to start a work of art and
before it’s finished to mail it
to another artist who adds
to the original piece using

their own creative style and
ideas. Then
the piece
is returned
to the original
artist for completion.
“It’s a really neat
project,” said Nichols who
shared that their grant partners, Creative Clay, are experts at this method of
painting, having used it
within Gibbs High School’s
art classes. The young
artists ages six through 16
have not met each other
yet, so Nichols hopes the
paintings will reflect the individualism of each artist
and is excited about the
outcome. “It’s been pretty
interesting so far; they’re
really different paintings
which is great.”
Nichols and staff at
CASA and Creative Clay
will work together to
choose a handful of paintings to follow through the
process while snapping
photos of the experience.
Volunteers and staff will
also be on hand to guide
the children along the way
by offering suggestions to
those who may need a little
encouraging or help in the
artistic process.
Project participants will
work afterschool on their
paintings, but with MLK
Day being just around the
corner on Jan. 19, the
process has a pretty quick
turnaround.
“They’ve actually just
started,” said Nichols who

plans to have the artwork
hanging in the Creative
Clay gallery for a few weeks
after the unveiling on MLK
Day. “They have to be finished and dry by the 15th.”
Artists, who have never
met their partner in the arts,
are invited to the Day of
Service exhibit, but will not
be identified for security
purposes. “You may never
know who they are,” said
Nichols.
Artist trading cards,
which resemble playing
cards, will be available for
guests perusing the event to
decorate any way that they
like.
“They can either give it
in peace to someone they
know, or don’t know, or we
will also be collecting the
cards to make a collage,” explained Nichols. Silkscreen
t-shirts will also be available
for patrons who stop by.
Weather pending, other
outdoor activities will be set
up in front of Creative Clay
on the sidewalk. Food and
refreshments will be available; however, CASA is still
looking for business donations in that area.
“They’ll have their
artists and our instructors
there to help,” said Nichols
who is also currently looking for more volunteers to
help out on the day of the
exhibit. Patrons are needed
for setup, helping people

paint the trading cards and
monitoring the other activities as well as generating interest on the street and
encouraging those out to
see the parade to stop on by
and check out the exhibits.
If you’d like to see the
final artist’s creations, but
can’t make it out Jan. 19,
Nichols hopes to have the
finished products hanging
at Creative Clay for a few
weeks. Come June, they will
be transported to the new
100-bed facility. Currently
CASA has a 30-bed shelter
and roughly 60 residents living in transitional housing.
“They’ll be hanging in
the shelter as soon as it
opens,” said Nichols who
takes pride in knowing that

this year’s Day of Service
project will be part of their
history. “They’ll be hanging
for many years.”
If interested in volunteering on MLK Day for the
peace and equality themed
event, contact CASA at
(727) 895-4912.
To help furnish their
new 40,000 square foot facility, CASA has also made
a Call to Artists for original
and previously owned artwork to liven up the new
shelter. If interested in donating, check out their website at www.casa-stpete.org
for more details.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Three Day MLK celebration
From SERVICE, page 1

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Ace from Cricket Wireless, a prepaid provider of
wireless voice, text, and data
services and a subsidiary of
AT&T Inc., to bring three
days of celebration to anyone and everyone who
wants to stop by.
“I want to invite the
whole city out—the mayor,
city council, St. Petersburg
Police Department, Chief
Anthony Holloway and whoever wants to come out and
have a good time,” said Atwater.
Sat., Jan 17 beginning at
12:30 p.m., a car show is
planned with cars and their
owners from all over the
state driving in to show off
their wheels.
“I’ve got people coming
from Miami, Jacksonville,
Tampa,” said Atwater. A
$500 dollar cash prize, along
with a trophy, will go to the
first place car. Bounce
houses for the kids will be
set up and free hotdogs will
be handed out to hungry car
enthusiasts. “It’s going to be
wow!”
Saturday’s car show will
be located along 22nd Street
South and 62nd Avenue
South.
The weekend continues
with a block party on Sunday
in honor of Leon Atwater
who died last year on Jan. 18
of a heart attack. A big
brother that was always
there for Atwater, Leon is remembered as a hardworking man who instilled a
sense of determination in
those lives that he touched.
“He showed me how to
be tough,” said Atwater who
hopes the one-year memorial party will bring Leon’s
spirit of giving to the forefront and others will remember him and the unique
qualities that made him
loved. “We’re going to celebrate my brother Leon in
heaven.”
Live performances are
scheduled for Sunday’s
event, which is slated to
begin around noon and
promises to have various
vendors on hand. DJ Frank,
Atwater’s cousin, is also providing music. The block
party will take place at 22nd
Street South and 9th Avenue
South.
As for MLK Day on
Monday, an all-day event is
planned with live entertainment, such as LT with the
steel drums and others. It all

takes place in front of Atwater’s Cafeteria on MLK
Street and 22nd Avenue
South.
Atwater promises live
entertainment all three days
such as local artist ONLYONETWO and the whole
TBPG family. Check out
their youtube channel at
youtube.com/user/ONLYONETWOTV.
“Around this time I lost
my brother, so it all fits right
on point to do a good free
day with memories of my
brother and Martin Luther
King and to bring the community together,” said Atwater who hopes to see a
crowd each and every day
having fun.

But he also wants the
community to remember
the sacrifices Martin Luther
King made and try to emulate his ways and work ethic.
“We have to take care of
our family,” said Atwater
who dedicates his time to fulfilling Martin Luther King’s
dream of working with others and trying to make
young black men understand that working together
is what it’s all about. “There’s
nothing wrong with giving
and helping one another,”
said Atwater. A worthy sentiment to keep in our hearts
every day of the year.
To reach Holly Kestenis, email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Giving back to the community
From HAIR, page 1

active in that field.
On the actual MLK
Day of Service, Mon., Jan
19 from 9 - 3 p.m., Gilbert,
along with her 14 siblings
and volunteers, will provide
toiletry
items,
clothes, snacks and select
services at no cost to
those in need such as
homeless veterans, families in shelters and anyone else who needs a
hand up.
“I sent out flyers to all
homeless shelters in the
area. We will even pick up
people with our van who
have no mode of transportation,” said Gilbert.
Hair by Ahsile, located
at 844 49th St. N., St. Petersburg, is a full service
beauty salon where she
has been meeting the
needs of the community
since 1993 by offering
services such as shampoos, cuts, perms, relaxers, braids and more.
The salon employs
two stylists and does not
subcontract in order to
keep the quality consistent and up to her standards. Gilbert also seeks

Sherry O’Brien cutting hair at Hair by Ahsile for
the 2013 MLK Day of Service.
clients who are homebound or are in need of
other assistance.
Last year, 50 people
volunteered
to
help
throughout the day. “The
more the merrier,” said
Gilbert as she’s expecting
quite a few clients this
year.
Manicuring nails and
creating buns for women
are among the most common services offered. In
the interest of time, no
braids or pedicures will
be performed on the day
of service.

Donations
toward
making this event successful would be much appreciated.
Shampoo,
conditioner,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and
other toiletries will help
meet the needs of her
clients.
Gilbert isn’t the type of
person who asks for help,
but her barber chairs are
in dire need of replacement. If anyone is aware
of newer or gently used
barber chairs, please contact her at her shop at
(727) 322-6060.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Healthcare Navigators guide path to
insurance coverage
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Many individuals are unaware of the Affordable
Care Act’s Healthcare Insurance Marketplace. Others have misconceptions
about the purpose and
value, according to Natalie
Jackson
of
Pinellas
County’s Human Services
department.
Funded through a federal grant program, certified
Navigators
are
available throughout the
community to assist anyone who needs help navigating the marketplace.
This service is free of
charge.
Jackson said the inherent value of the Navigator
program lies in “connecting people who have not
been insured or have used
emergency rooms in lieu
of insurance to better options on the Healthcare Insurance Marketplace.”
Jackson noted that
those who don’t sign up for
insurance would have to
pay a hefty penalty in 2015.
As part of the Affordable
Care Act, those who do not
obtain healthcare insurance coverage will have to
pay an annual fine when
they file their taxes. This
year that amounts to $325,
or two percent of their in-

come,
whichever
is
greater.
There are 11 Navigators stationed throughout
Pinellas County. The Navigators are available to educate citizens regarding
health insurance plans,
subsidies and what the
cost of plans really means.
This year the Navigators
have also received specialized training to assist small
business owners in purchasing plans.
One of these Navigators is Pierre Guillet, who
works out of an office in
Pinellas Park. Like all Navigators, he went through
extensive training which
he says included numerous classes, an extensive
background screening and
a certification process
overseen by the federal
government.
A few weeks ago, Guillet was going about his typical day meeting with
consumers seeking insurance coverage, when one
case really affected him.
This woman, according to
Guillet, did not make
much money, but was not
qualified for Medicaid coverage.
“Not only was she panicked, she was truly
afraid,” he said.

After going through
the process of searching
through healthcare.gov
and inputting the consumer’s information, Guillet had good news. Thanks
to federal subsidies available for qualified individuals, she qualified for dental
and medical insurance coverage, at an affordable
monthly rate.
Subsidies available to
consumers vary, but according to data released by
the Department of Health
and Human Services, 87
percent of individuals so
far have qualified for some
type of subsidy.
Once he had information regarding the subsidies for which she

qualified, he went over the
numerous options available to the consumer. He
says she had many options.
“I could see the relief
come across her face,” he
said.
When the consumer
learned she would have
healthcare insurance, Guillet said, “She cried tears of
joy.” That is what he says
makes his job so rewarding, that he is able to truly
help others. According to
Guillet, turning desperation to joy is a feeling like
no other.
For more information, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/navigators.







Imagine being taken
away from your home,
not knowing where you will
go, leaving behind your
favorite things. Now,
imagine this through the
eyes of a child. There are
more than 3,500 dependent
children in Pinellas and
other counties due to
child abuse, neglect or
abandonment. To be a foster
parent, you can be single or
married, have a family of
your own or be an
“empty-nester.” For more
information on becoming a
foster parent, please call the
Eckerd Recruitment Line
toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.

 
 
 




BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475




   





  


 

 


 




BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com



Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more




Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Celebrating 48 years in business!

(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Meet the 2015 MLK Day of Service Youth Ambassadors
ST. PETERSBURG –
Through funding from the
Florida Legislature, St. Petersburg College, in cooperation with the MLK Day
of
Ser vice
Advisor y
Board, has awarded approximately $200,000 to
organizations and groups
to develop and complete
ser vice projects in St. Petersburg on or before
Mon., Jan 19.
Awarded projects will
promote community service and positively impact
the city, while honoring
Dr. King’s legacies of nonviolent activism, racial
equality, service to others
and social uplift. The MLK
Day of Ser vice Project
began in 2012, with the
first official MLK Day of

Service held in January of
2013.
Last year, State Representative Darr yl Rouson,
who is responsible for
bringing the national MLK
Day of Ser vice to St. Petersburg, charged the Advisor y Board and St.
Petersburg College MLK
Day of Service staff to devise a plan to engage
youth in the MLK Day of
Service.
The Advisor y Board
and staff of the MLK Day
of Ser vice project sought
high school students to
ser ve as Youth Ambassadors for the Day of Ser vice, “A Day On, Not a Day
Off” this Jan. 19.
This year’s Youth Ambassadors come from high

schools all over the
county, such as Gibbs,
Dixie Hollins, Lakewood,
St. Petersburg, Pinellas
Park and St. Pete Collegiate schools.
Youth Ambassador
duties/responsibilities:
Youth Ambassadors
volunteer their time working with a designated community ser vice project
during the 2015 MLK Day
of Ser vice. As a Youth
Ambassador, the primar y
responsibilities include:
• Assisting with planning and preparation for
an awarded MLK Day of
Service project
• Assisting with assigned ser vice project’s
volunteer and participant
recruitment

• Collecting data and
managing feedback from
volunteer activities, including community volunteers,
project staff, and community members through
written reports, testimonials, and verbal comments
• Distributing MLK
Day of Ser vice flyers in
the community
• Attending and providing assistance at MLK
Day of Service events
• Other duties as
deemed necessary
YouthAmbassadors will
earn approximately 10 to
15 volunteer hours during
the MLK Day of Ser vice
Project planning and program period. Students selected
will
benefit
especially if volunteer

hours are required as a
part of their high school
curriculum, college applications, or for scholarships.
In addition to the wonderful feeling of giving
back to the community,
Youth Ambassadors continue to perpetuate Dr.
King’s legacy. The Youth
Ambassadors
program
runs from December 2014
to February 2015.
To qualify as an ambassador, the applicant had to
be enrolled as a full-time
student in a secondar y
school in the Pinellas
County School District.
An MLK Day of Ser vice
Youth Ambassador should
also have an interest in the
Dr. Martin Luther King

2015 Youth Ambassadors
First Name
Binet
Aaliyah
Kinnedi
Cameron
Heaven
John’Ta
Crystal
Imani
Ishmael
James
Alejandro
Kinza
Abigail
Tristen
Thomas
Jae’lyn
Bruce
Malik
Destiny
Angela
Ka’Andra
Jahjosiah
Ja`Lissa
Jamiyah

Last Name:
Hibbert
Tucker
Bolden
Fields
Taylor-Wynn
Edwards
Bell
Johnson
Snead
Chin
Lumbreras
Khan
Lundgren
Walker
Hilliard
Brown
Allen
Allen
McCullum
Patrick
Ransom
Westmoreland
Lyons
Bingham

Day
of
Ser vice
and time/energy to devote
to the project.
“We have another awesome group of students selected this year as Youth
Ambassadors,” said Dr.
Shameka Jones, chair of
the MLK Day of Ser vice
Advisory Board. “The Advisor y Board is looking
for ward to working with
these students and we are
so excited of their interest
in our Youth Ambassador
program. Ser ving as a
Youth Ambassador offers
a unique and valuable experience; it allows students to not just honor
King’s dreams, but to actively work to make
dreams come true in their
community.”

Current
Name of High School attending:
Grade Level:
Gibbs High School
12th
Boca Ciega High School
12th
Boca Ciega High School
12th
Boca Ciega High School
12th
St. Petersburg Collegiate High School
11th
Gibbs High School
12th
Boca Ciega High School
11th
Pinellas Park High School
9th
St. Petersburg High School
12th
Lakewood High School
12th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
Lakewood High School
9th
Lakewood High School
11th
Lakewood High School
9th
Gibbs High School
9th
Dixie M. Hollins High School
12th
St. Petersburg High School
11th
Lakewood High School
9th
Lakewood High School
9th
Boca Ciega High School
10th

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2015

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
MFA, St. Pete honors 50th anniversary with compelling exhibition
ST. PETERSBURG —
All exhibitions for the Museum of Fine Arts 50th anniversary year are inspired
by and revolve around the
collection. “African American Life and Family.” It
draws on the Museum’s
impressive collection of
photography, as well as key
loans, and primarily reveals how blacks viewed
and presented themselves
through images.
As a part of the weekend of festivities honoring
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
the show will open this
Sat., Jan. 17, and continues through Sun., May 3.
Curatorial Assistant Sabrina Hughes has curated
this important show.
In 1900, sociologist
and civil rights activist
W.E.B. Du Bois created an
exhibition of photographs
titled “The American
Negro” for that year’s
World’s Fair in Paris. He
selected images that
showed refined, educated,
and prosperous African
Americans, challenging
prevalent views and expectations of the time.
Exhibiting
photographs of and by African
Americans introduced visual complexity to counteract
deliberate
distortion. Negative imager y could be thwarted
by pictures of dignity,
pride,
success,
and
beauty.
Throughout the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, depictions
of African Americans in
theater, art, and the media

often took the form of caricature, which exaggerated and simplified its
subjects. Because of photography’s empirical nature,
representing
a
“truthful” image of what
was before the camera,
photographs can define
reality. They also have the
power to contest dominant
modes of representation
when people have control
over their own image.
The photographs in
“African American Life
and Family,” including
many portraits that would
have been displayed in the
home, provided a way to
resist misrepresentation.
Snapshots, postcards, portraits, and other typically
private photographs became “galleries” of black
America—the world hidden from public view or
forced into oblivion by the
constant flood of stereotypes.
Noted critic bell hooks
has written that the camera “in black life [became]
a political instrument, a
way to resist misrepresentation as well as a means
by which alternative images could be produced.
Photography was more
fascinating to masses of
black folks than other
forms of image-making
because it offered the possibility of immediate intervention.”
All of the images in
African American Life and
Family were created before passage of the American Civil Rights Act in
1964, making them part of

the resistance and intervention described by
hooks.
In addition to vernacular photography, the exhibition will feature two
works by the gifted photographer James Van Der
Zee, who captured the
growing black middleclass in Harlem through
the mid-1940s. (Van Der
Zee played a leading role
in the Harlem Renaissance.) Addison Scurlock
was a respected portraitist
in Washington D. C.; his
portrait of Booker T.
Washington is a highlight
of the exhibition.
Charles “Teenie” Harris’s picture conveys the
energy of a Pittsburgh
jazz club from 1945, and
Marion Post Wolcott’s
photograph of a juke joint
in Mississippi also projects a celebrator y mood.
They both point to the
central role music has
played in African American life and sur vival.
African Americans have
created much of our countr y’s most inventive and
singular music.
The images in “African
American Life and Family” pay tribute to the richness of black culture, as
well as to the MFA’s 50th
anniversar y. The photography collection, in its
quality, diversity, and
scope, is one of the hallmarks and great achievements of the Museum of
Fine Arts.
About the Museum of
Fine Arts, St. Petersburg
The MFA at 255

Beach Drive N.E. has a
world-class
collection,
with works by Monet,
Gauguin, Renoir, Morisot,
Cézanne, Rodin, O’Keeffe,
and many other great
artists. Also displayed are
ancient Greek and Roman,
Egyptian, Asian, African,
pre-Columbian, and Native American art. The
photography collection is
one of the largest and
finest in the Southeast.
Hours are 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Mon-Wed, Friday,
and Saturday, until 8 p.m.
on Thursday, and noon-5
p.m. Sunday. Admission is
only “5 after 5” on Thursday. Regular admission is
$17 for adults, $15 for
those 65 and older, and
$10 for students seven and
older, including college
students with current I.D.
Children under seven and
Museum members are admitted free.
For more information,
please call 727-896-2667 or
visit www.fine-arts.org.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





“Breaking Chains While
Learning How To
Love Our City Into
The Kingdom Of God”
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a Servant Leadership
Connecting Point Bible Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their neighborhood and
the city, for the glory of God. Synopsis: ‘Wherein God’s methods are
many, His principles are few. You will be taught how to embrace
your true value in Christ Jesus. How to become empowered to
unashamedly and publicly return God’s love to Him by putting
‘neighbor’ back into your own neighborhoods, community and city.
Thereby, fulfilling God’s royal law in practical ways.

Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Pastor Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for Jan.
Jan. 16 - St. Mark Brotherhood Ministry Annual New
Year Kick-Off Event-7 p.m.

Speaker of the Hour: Rev.
Brian K. Brown, Pastor. All
Brothers Welcome.
Jan. 17 - New Member
Fellowship Dinner 3 - 5 p.m.
(Fellowship Hall)
Jan. 19 - Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day-Church Office
Closed
Jan. 20 - Church Outing
to True Light Missionary
Baptist
Church-7
p.m.
Church’s and Pastor’s 21st
Anniversary
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/ Children
Rising are held on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also

encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
actively preparing to present
Tony Evans “Kingdom Man”
This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood.
Kingdom Man challenges
and equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position
over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry
of Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this
journey. The study will begin
Tuesday February 10, 2015
at 6:00 pm. Call church office
for additional information.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554

Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
First Mt. Zion is sponsoring a trip, “Cruising on The
Living Water With God” during the spring dates of March
29 - April 2, 2015. This four
day excursion will be sailing
from Port Canaveral aboard
the
Carnival
Sensation
to Freeport and Nassau in the
Bahamas.
If you are still interested,
the final date for registration
is Jan. 24. You may contact
Cruise Consultant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell at 727-4340072 for adult and children’s
rates and other specific details.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an
open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout
the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday
Bible
Study – Noonday and 6
p.m.
Fri., Jan. 16 – MLK I
Have A Dream Youth
Choir Concert, 7 p.m. in
the main sanctuary. Admission is free.
Mon., Jan. 19 - Tickets
for the 29th Annual MLK
Leadership Awards Breakfast are available in the

Bookstore. This year’s
keynote speaker is Dr.
Frederick D. Haynes, III.
Attention
Parents!
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is
being provided by Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. in the Human
Services Building at 945 20th St. S. For more information contact Doris Newton or Joel Shedrick at
727-822-0443, Extension
301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social. Checkout

the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, the Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP”
in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 am. Come
join us as we take this Christian journey for it is Our Mission as a Church
Family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating
the Love of Christ. We are expecting
GREAT things from the Lord in 2015,
Friendship, the Church that WELCOMES ALL SINNERS, come on
over to the Ship, WHERE WE ARE
EMPTYING OUT OUR BLESSING
CLOSET IN HEAVEN.
Weekly Bible Studies and other
Church activities: Wednesday, Noon
Day and Prayer and Bible Study 7 pm
and AWANA Youth Enrichment program, something special for every
child, learning about God while having fun. The Bread of Life Ministry
continues providing a needed service
to our Senior and Disabled members.
Please see Sister Lorriane Rogers for
further information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month, from 9:00 am
to 12:00 noon. Continue to Pray for

our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Month of January 2015:
Jan. – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Annual “Battle of the Bands” Tickets
are available. See Minister Sharon
Saulsby, Evangelism Ministry Leader
for Tickets.
Jan. 16 – 7 pm – THE CHURCH
CONFERENCE.
Jan. 18 – 10:45 am – FIRST ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
OUR MEMBERS WHO WENT
FROM LABOR TO REWARD IN
2014: PEARL TURNER, DEA.
LEONARD HOWARD, CHARLES
E. MOORE, III, MARGIE J. RYLES,
MOTHER SUSAN B. TURNER,
THOMAS F. HENDERSON,
TYREECE LASELLE RUTLEGE,
JANIE L. BANKS, NNORA BEATRICE WORKS, MARTIN GARRETT, ROSA HOSTEN, MOTHER
DOROTHY
MAE
HOLLIS,
MOTHER OUIDA M. JORDAN
AND A FORMER PASTOR OF
FRIENDSHIP, REVERENED DR.
BRAGG L. TURNER, All Family and
Friends of the Families are Invited to
Attend.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Recognition Sunday. MINISTRIES
OPEN HOUSE – AT THE CONCLUSION OF BOTH SERVICES. 7
pm - MLK DRUM MAJOR BATTLE

OF THE BANDS – Tropicana Field
JAN. 19 – DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. - ALL DAY
EVENTS – 29th Annual MLK Leadership Breakfast/ Day of Service,
check Weekly Challenger for those
Locations and MLK Drum Majors
Parade.
Jan. 24 – 10 am – West Coast
Baptist District Association Mid-Winter Board Meeting, Golden Corral
Private Banquet Room, 4532 S.
Florida Ave., Lakeland, FL.
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week: IF I CAN
HELP SOMEONE ALONG THE
WAY, THEN MY LIVING SHALL
NOT BE IN VAIN
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information
on any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”:
Visit Friendship's Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Celebrating a happier new year
Our Gregorian calendar dictates to us that a new year can only
begin at the demise of the last second of the last hour in the last day
of the last year we have experienced. 2014 ended at its darkest
hour; when the old year experienced its timely demise. We call it
midnight. Only then did we celebrate the new beginning with the
new year. A joyous day sprung
forth and we celebrated our new
year in hopes of being given new
opportunities to complete and or
maintain the resolutions we made.
Though there’s no real difference between it and any other day,
in our mind and thought it’s a
marked period, which we regard as
one of the milestones set up on the
highway of our life. It’s only within
our imagination of our accepting
that there’s any close of one year
and beginning of another; and yet,
it has all the forces fitting as if it is a
great fact.
During this time we review our
past, set goals to improve our future
and if we tell ourselves the truth we
freely admit that often things happen to us (and to our loved ones)
that make no sense at all. Try as we
might, we can’t trace God’s handprint in every circumstance because God paints on a canvas much
larger than our tiny vision.
All of us have experience moments in our lives that we have

done all we understand that God
has required of us. Yet, at times we
can feel utterly alone even in
crowded rooms. When life tumbles
in around us, even after we have
tried to serve God to the best of our
ability, there are moments when we
feel forgotten by God and no respect from man.
There’s no avoiding such moments of utter despair. Sometimes
they are brought on ourselves by
the choices we make. Sometimes
it’s because others are determined
to control you by binding your soul
through oppression, manipulation
or alienation. You are not alone. I
have lived a long time and I’ve
never seen the righteous forsaken,
nor their seed begging bread.
Hope springs up in us when we
hear our risen and reigning
LORD’s words: “Behold, I make all
things new.” Never the less, when
you find yourself in a hard moment
we must resolve to return to God’s
loving arms and give Him thanks in
all things.
How can we give thanks when
our heart is broken? How can we
give thanks when we’re confused?
How can we give thanks when
we’re angry at what sin has done in
the world? Because by giving
thanks when we don’t feel like it,
we’re proclaiming God’s wisdom
and plan for us far exceeds our
puny imagination.

Therefore, never forget to remember God is sovereign. Nothing
happens by chance. God causes all
things to work together for his children’s good. Hard times reveal our
weakness, break our pride, and
show us our total need for God.
God is faithful even when we’re
faithless. God’s Word will be vindicated. All God’s promises are true.
Both heaven and hell are real.
When we are weak, He’s strong.
His grace/favor is sufficient for
every situation. There are no impossible cases with God.
Even when we feel alone, we’re
never alone. Our Lord Jesus feels
our pain. Our doubts can’t cancel
God’s work in us. We’re still God’s
children even when our faith falters.
Stuff happens. Bad stuff happens.
Really bad stuff sometimes happens to some very good people.
The storms in our life are not a detour, a mistake or sent to destroy
us.
Regardless, in 2015 keep an attitude of gratitude for what God’s already done for us living in a fallen
world. When God is factored into
our equations, we can rest upon
Him as our sure foundation. Only
then do we have the grounds for
saying, “Thank you, Lord,” for empowering us to celebrate a happier
new year! I know that behind every
smiling face there is a story for His
glory!

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2015

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2015

13

Address at the conclusion of the
Selma to Montgomery March
on March 25, 1965
My dear and abiding
friends, Ralph Abernathy,
and to all of the distinguished Americans seated
here on the rostrum, my
friends and co-workers of
the state of Alabama, and to
all of the freedom-loving
people who have assembled
here this afternoon from all
over our nation and from all
over the world: Last Sunday,
more than eight thousand of
us started on a mighty walk
from Selma, Alabama. We
have walked through desolate valleys and across the
trying hills. We have walked
on meandering highways
and rested our bodies on
rocky byways. Some of our
faces are burned from the
outpourings of the sweltering sun. Some have literally
slept in the mud. We have
been drenched by the rains.
[Audience:] (Speak) Our
bodies are tired and our feet
are somewhat sore.
But today as I stand before you and think back
over that great march, I can
say, as Sister Pollard said—
a seventy-year-old Negro
woman who lived in this
community during the bus
boycott—and one day, she
was asked while walking if
she didn’t want to ride. And
when she answered, “No,”
the person said, “Well,
aren’t you tired?” And with
her ungrammatical profundity, she said, “My feets is
tired, but my soul is rested.”
(Yes, sir. All right) And in a
real sense this afternoon,
we can say that our feet are
tired, (Yes, sir) but our souls
are rested.
They told us we
wouldn’t get here. And
there were those who said
that we would get here only
over their dead bodies,
(Well. Yes, sir. Talk) but all
the world today knows that
we are here and we are
standing before the forces
of power in the state of Alabama saying, “We ain’t goin’
let nobody turn us around.”
(Yes, sir. Speak) [Applause]
Now it is not an accident
that one of the great
marches of American history should terminate in
Montgomery,
Alabama.
(Yes, sir) Just ten years ago,
in this very city, a new philosophy was born of the
Negro struggle. Montgomery was the first city in
the South in which the entire Negro community
united and squarely faced
its age-old oppressors. (Yes,
sir. Well) Out of this struggle, more than bus [de]segregation was won; a new
idea, more powerful than
guns or clubs was born. Negroes took it and carried it
across the South in epic battles (Yes, sir. Speak) that
electrified the nation (Well)
and the world.

Yet, strangely, the climactic conflicts always were
fought and won on Alabama
soil. After Montgomery’s,
heroic
confrontations
loomed up in Mississippi,
Arkansas, Georgia, and
elsewhere. But not until the
colossus of segregation was
challenged in Birmingham
did the conscience of America begin to bleed. White
America was profoundly
aroused by Birmingham because it witnessed the
whole community of Negroes facing terror and brutality with majestic scorn
and heroic courage. And
from the wells of this democratic spirit, the nation finally forced Congress
(Well) to write legislation
(Yes, sir) in the hope that it
would eradicate the stain of
Birmingham. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964 gave Negroes some part of their
rightful dignity, (Speak, sir)
but without the vote it was
dignity without strength.
(Yes, sir)
Once more the method
of nonviolent resistance
(Yes) was unsheathed from
its scabbard, and once again
an entire community was
mobilized to confront the
adversary. (Yes, sir) And
again the brutality of a
dying order shrieks across
the land. Yet, Selma, Alabama, became a shining
moment in the conscience
of man. If the worst in American life lurked in its dark
streets, the best of American instincts arose passionately from across the nation
to overcome it. (Yes, sir.
Speak) There never was a
moment in American history (Yes, sir) more honorable and more inspiring
than the pilgrimage of clergymen and laymen of every
race and faith pouring into
Selma to face danger (Yes)
at the side of its embattled
Negroes.
The confrontation of
good and evil compressed
in the tiny community of
Selma (Speak, speak) generated the massive power
(Yes, sir. Yes, sir) to turn the
whole nation to a new
course. A president born in
the South (Well) had the
sensitivity to feel the will of
the country, (Speak, sir)
and in an address that will
live in history as one of the
most passionate pleas for
human rights ever made by
a president of our nation, he
pledged the might of the
federal government to cast
off the centuries-old blight.
President Johnson rightly
praised the courage of the
Negro for awakening the
conscience of the nation.
(Yes, sir)
On our part we must pay
our profound respects to the
white Americans who cher-

ish their democratic traditions over the ugly customs
and privileges of generations and come forth boldly
to join hands with us. (Yes,
sir) From Montgomery to
Birmingham, (Yes, sir) from
Birmingham to Selma, (Yes,
sir) from Selma back to
Montgomery, (Yes) a trail
wound in a circle long and
often bloody, yet it has become a highway up from
darkness. (Yes, sir) Alabama has tried to nurture
and defend evil, but evil is
choking to death in the
dusty roads and streets of
this state. (Yes, sir. Speak,
sir) So I stand before you
this afternoon (Speak, sir.
Well) with the conviction
that segregation is on its
deathbed in Alabama, and
the only thing uncertain
about it is how costly the
segregationists and Wallace
will make the funeral. (Go
ahead. Yes, sir) [Applause]
Our whole campaign in
Alabama has been centered
around the right to vote. In
focusing the attention of the
nation and the world today
on the flagrant denial of the
right to vote, we are exposing the very origin, the root
cause, of racial segregation
in the Southland. Racial segregation as a way of life did
not come about as a natural
result of hatred between the
races immediately after the
Civil War. There were no
laws segregating the races
then. And as the noted historian, C. Vann Woodward,
in his book, The Strange Career of Jim Crow, clearly
points out, the segregation
of the races was really a political stratagem employed
by the emerging Bourbon
interests in the South to
keep the southern masses
divided and southern labor
the cheapest in the land.
You see, it was a simple
thing to keep the poor white
masses working for nearstarvation wages in the
years that followed the Civil
War. Why, if the poor white
plantation or mill worker became dissatisfied with his
low wages, the plantation or
mill owner would merely
threaten to fire him and hire
former Negro slaves and
pay him even less. Thus, the
southern wage level was
kept almost unbearably low.
Toward the end of the
Reconstruction era, something very significant happened. (Listen to him) That
is what was known as the
Populist Movement. (Speak,
sir) The leaders of this
movement began awakening the poor white masses
(Yes, sir) and the former
Negro slaves to the fact that
they were being fleeced by
the emerging Bourbon interests. Not only that, but
they began uniting the

Martin Luther King leading march from Selma to Montgomery to protest lack
of voting rights for African Americans. Beside King is John Lewis, Reverend
Jesse Douglas, James Forman and Ralph Abernathy. March 1965.
Negro and white masses
(Yeah) into a voting bloc
that threatened to drive the
Bourbon interests from the
command posts of political
power in the South.
To meet this threat, the
southern aristocracy began
immediately to engineer
this development of a segregated society. (Right) I want
you to follow me through
here because this is very
important to see the roots of
racism and the denial of the
right to vote. Through their
control of mass media, they
revised the doctrine of
white supremacy. They saturated the thinking of the
poor white masses with it,
(Yes) thus clouding their
minds to the real issue involved in the Populist Movement. They then directed
the placement on the books
of the South of laws that
made it a crime for Negroes
and whites to come together as equals at any
level. (Yes, sir) And that did
it. That crippled and eventually destroyed the Populist
Movement of the nineteenth century.
If it may be said of the
slavery era that the white
man took the world and
gave the Negro Jesus, then
it may be said of the Reconstruction era that the south-

ern aristocracy took the
world and gave the poor
white man Jim Crow. (Yes,
sir) He gave him Jim Crow.
(Uh huh) And when his
wrinkled stomach cried out
for the food that his empty
pockets could not provide,
(Yes, sir) he ate Jim Crow, a
psychological bird that told
him that no matter how bad
off he was, at least he was a
white man, better than the
black man. (Right sir) And
he ate Jim Crow. (Uh huh)
And when his undernourished children cried out for
the necessities that his low
wages could not provide, he
showed them the Jim Crow
signs on the buses and in
the stores, on the streets
and in the public buildings.
(Yes, sir) And his children,
too, learned to feed upon
Jim Crow, (Speak) their last
outpost of psychological
oblivion. (Yes, sir)
Thus, the threat of the
free exercise of the ballot by
the Negro and the white
masses alike (Uh huh) resulted in the establishment
of a segregated society.
They segregated southern
money from the poor
whites; they segregated
southern mores from the
rich whites; (Yes, sir) they
segregated
southern
churches from Christianity

(Yes, sir); they segregated
southern minds from honest
thinking; (Yes, sir) and they
segregated the Negro from
everything. (Yes, sir) That’s
what happened when the
Negro and white masses of
the South threatened to
unite and build a great society: a society of justice
where none would pray
upon the weakness of others; a society of plenty
where greed and poverty
would be done away; a society of brotherhood where
every man would respect
the dignity and worth of
human personality. (Yes, sir)
We’ve come a long way
since that travesty of justice
was perpetrated upon the
American mind. James Weldon Johnson put it eloquently. He said:
We have come over a
way
That with tears hath
been watered. (Yes, sir)
We have come treading
our paths
Through the blood of
the slaughtered. (Yes, sir)
Out of the gloomy past,
(Yes, sir)
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam
Of our bright star is cast.
(Speak, sir)
Read the full speech at
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu
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Above: Rev. Abernathy’s children were
front and center leading the Selma to
Montgomery march.
Right: L-R, Rev. Ralph Abernathy,
Dr. King and Bayard Rustin discussing the
march on Washington.
August 28, 1963, a quarter million people gather
to hear Dr. King’s “I have a Dream” speech.

Below: Rosa Parks being fingerprinted by
Deputy Sheriff D.H. Lackey.

Above: Lyndon Johnson and Dr. King
discuss the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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CELEBRATING THE LEGACY

GET INVOLVED! Volunteer to serve in a local project on
MLK Day of Service January 19, 2015

MLK Day of Service A DAy ON, NOT A DAy Off
cONGrATuLATIONS TO ThE MLK DAy Of SErVIcE AwArD rEcIpIENTS
20th Street Youth Department
African American Heritage Association
of St. Petersburg, FL, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
Assisted Living Community Gardens, Inc.
Association of Naval Services Officers (ANSO)
Bay Point Middle
Bethel AME Human Services and Education
Foundation, Inc.
CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse)
City Tae Kwon Do
Clothes To Kids, Inc.
Coco Entertainment Events
Cross & Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Delta Sigma Theta St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
History Museum
Edible Peace Patch Project, Inc.
Eta Rho Educational Services, Inc.
Fab 15 Enterprises
Fab 15 Enterprises
Faith House of Florida
Feed St. Pete - Pinellas Community Church
Florida A & M University, College of Pharmacy,
Tampa Division
Friends of James Weldon Johnson Library
Girlfriends of Pinellas- Maximo Elementary
Green Florida
Hair By Ahsile

HIV/AIDS Action Committee
Kingdom Restoration, Inc.
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club Garden Games
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club of St. Pete
Love The Golden Rule, Inc.
Mercy Keepers, Inc.
Metropolitan Charities, Inc.
Midtown Celebrity Club Inc.
Mt Zion College Prep 101
NOMADstudio, Inc.
One Unique Transition
Pinellas Ex Offender Re Entry Coalition
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc. Chore Services Program
Pinellas Park Middle School
Pinks Exquisite Cleaning Service
Reach Out and Bless Someone Scholarship Fund
Sistahs of Compassion Supporting
Cancer Survivors Inc.
Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer,
a program of Mt. Zion Human Services
SPAC Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
St. Petersburg Interfaith Association
The Gathering of Women Inc.
The Hosea Mission Inc.
The Promised Land International
Youth Development Foundation - AKA AKAdemy

Learn more
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService

COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
Executive Committee
Dr. Shameka S. Jones, Chair
Sonja Felton, Co-Chair
Todd Smith, Co-Chair
William “Bill” Puller, CPA
Laurie Suitt, Esq.
Founders
Darryl Rouson, Esq.
State Representative
Florida House District 70

Dr. Bill Law
President
St. Petersburg College

Members
Lucille Benjamin
JerJuan Green
Ross Mabery, Esq.
Busara Pitts
Leila Wilson

Alex Belscher, Esq.
Gwendlynn Hicks
Patricia Payne
Brooke Taylor

Administrators
Dr. Tonjua Williams
Sr. Vice President
Student Services
St. Petersburg College

Dr. Linda L. Hogans
Executive Director
Retention Services
St. Petersburg College

