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COBALT-CATALYZED ASYMMETRIC
CYCLOPROPANATION OF ALKENES WITH
a-NITRODIAZOACETATES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application Ser. No. 61/096,630, filed Sep. 12, 2008,
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with Government support under
grant number NSF 0711024 awarded by the National Science
Foundation. The government has certain rights in the inven-
tion.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to metal-catalyzed
cyclopropanation of olefins. More particularly, the present
invention relates to a process for asymmetric cyclopropana-
tion of olefins using a-nitrodiazoacetate as a reagent.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Cyclopropanes are an important class of compounds that
have found numerous fundamental and practical applications.
(Pietruszka J., Chem. Rev. 2003, 103, 1051; Wessjohann et
al., Chem. Rev. 2003, 103, 1625; Donaldson W. A., Tetrahe-
dron 2001, 57, 8589; Salaun J., Chem. Rev. 1989, 89, 1247.)
One of the most general approaches for stereoselective con-
struction of cyclopropanes, which are the smallest all-carbon
cyclic molecules, is the metal-catalyzed asymmetric cyclo-
propanation of alkenes with diazo reagents. (Lebel et al.,
Chem. Rev. 2003, 103, 977; Davies H. M. L., Antoulinakis E.,
Org. React. 2001, 57, 1; Doyle M. P., Forbes D. C., Chem.
Rev. 1998, 98, 911; Padwa A., Krumpe K. E., Tetrahedron
1992, 48, 5385; Doyle M. P., Chem. Rev. 1986, 86, 919.)
Among the three classes of common diazo reagents, (Davies
H. M. L., Beckwith R. E. J., Chem. Rev. 2003, 103, 2861)
acceptor-substituted diazo reagents, such as diazoesters, are
well-established as the most effective carbene sources for
metal-catalyzed stereoselective cyclopropanation. (For
selected examples of asymmetric cyclopropanation with dia-
zocarbonyls, see: Cu-catalyzed systems: Fritschi et al.,
Agnew. Chem., Int. Ed. Engl. 1986, 25, 1005; Fristchi et al.,
Angew. Chem. 1986, 98, 1028; Evans et al., J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 1991, 113, 726; Lo M. M.-C., Fu G. C., J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 1998, 120, 10270; R-catalyzed systems: Doyle et al., J.
Am. Chem. Soc. 1993, 115, 9968; Hu et al., Org. Lett. 2002,
4, 901; Lou et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 8916;
Ru-catalyzed systems: Nishiyama et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc.
1994, 116, 2223; Che et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2001, 123,
4119; Miller et al., Agnew. Chem., Int. Ed. Engl. 2002, 41,
2953; Co-catalyzed systems: Nakamura et al., J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 1978, 100, 3443; (keno et al., Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn.
2001, 74, 2139; Niimi etal., Adv. Synth. Catal. 2001, 343, 79;
Fe-catalyzed systems: Du et al., Organometallics 2002, 21,
4490.)

There has been great progress in metal-catalyzed selective
carbene transfers with donor/acceptor-substituted diazo
reagents such as vinyldiazoesters and aryldiazoesters.
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(Davies et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1996, 118, 6897; Davies H.
M. L., Eur. J. Org. Chem. 1999, 2459.) However, asymmetric
cyclopropanation with acceptor/acceptor-substituted diazo
reagents remains a major challenge in the field because of
their inherent low reactivity and perceived poor enantioselec-
tivity. Therefore, more reactive and enantiodiscriminating
catalysts need to be developed to meet this challenge.

A family of cobalt(Il) D,-symmetric chiral porphyrins [Co
(Por)] with tunable electronic, steric, and chiral environments
(Formulae A-F), has emerged as a new class of effective
catalysts for various asymmetric cyclopropanation reactions,
including that of electron-deficient olefins with diazosul-
fones. (Huang et al., J. Org. Chem. 2003, 68, 8179; Chen et
al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 14718; ChenY., Zhang X.
P, J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72, 5931; Chen et al., J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2007, 129, 12074; Zhu et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2008,
130, 5042. For other contributions on [Co(Por)]-catalyzed
cyclopropanation, see: Penoni et al., Eur. J. Inorg. Chem.
2003, 1452; Caselli et al., Inorg. Chim. Acta 2006, 359,
2924.) Having recognized their distinct catalytic properties,
we initiated a project to examine the potential of Co”-based
catalysts for asymmetric cyclopropanation with acceptor/ac-
ceptor-substituted diazo reagents. Our first target was o-ni-
tro-diazoacetates (NDAs) as the resulting cyclopropanes
have been demonstrated to be valuable precursors for a num-
ber of useful compounds, including the synthetically and
biologically important cyclopropane a.-amino acids and ami-
nocyclopropanes (Reaction Schemes H and J). (In addition to
the wide substrate scope and high selectivity (both diastero-
and enantioselectivity), the Co“”-based catalytic system
enjoys a practical attribute that is atypical for metal-catalyzed
carbene transfer—it can be operated in a one-pot fashion with
alkenes as limiting reagents and requires no slow addition of
diazo reagents.) (As reported in O’Bannon et al., J. Org.
Chem. 1989 and O’Bannon et al., Tetrahedron 1990, o.-ni-
trodiazoacetates were synthesized on multigram scales and
were found to be stable for long storage periods without
observation of decomposition or experience of explosion. In
general, however, diazo reagents may be explosive and
should be handled with great care.) (Haener R., Seebach D.,
Chimia 1985, 39, 356; Yashin et al., Tetrahedron Lett. 2003,
44,8241; Wurz R. P, Charette A. B., J. Org. Chem. 2004, 69,
1262; Wurz R. P, Charette A. B., Org. Lett. 2005, 7, 2313;
Yashin et al., Synthesis 2006, 279; Lasa M., Cativiela C.,
Synlett 2006, 2517.) Among several previous efforts toward
metal-catalyzed cyclopropanation with NDA, it is notable
that Charette et al. conducted a systematic evaluation of the
reaction by employing various Rh- and Cu-based chiral cata-
lysts. (O’Bannon P. E., Dailey W. D., J. Org. Chem. 1989, 54,
3096; O’Bannon P. E., Dailey W. D., Tetrahedron 1990, 46,
7341; Charette et al., Helv. Chim. Acta 2002, 85, 4468;
Charette A. B., Wurz R. P, J. Mol. Catal. A 2003, 196, 83.)
(For selected examples of the use of other acceptor/acceptor-
substituted diazo reagents for asymmetric cyclopropanation,
see: Doyle et al., Org. Lett. 2000, 2, 1145; Muller et al.,
Tetrahedron 2004, 60, 4755.) While the desired cyclopro-
panes were obtained predominantly as E isomers in good
yields, the best enantioselectivity, which was achieved by
using a Cu-based catalyst in the presence of ethyl diazoac-
etate (20%) as additive, was 72% ee. (For an alternative
approach of using iodonium ylides to achieve high diastereo-
and enantioselectivity, see: Wurz R. P., Charette A. B., Org.
Lett. 2003, 5, 2327; Moreau B., Charette A. B., J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2005, 127, 18014.)

We report herein a Co”-based catalytic system for highly
diastereo- and enantioselective cyclopropanation of various
alkenes with NDA. (For selected examples of other catalytic
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asymmetric cyclopropanation reactions that generate highly
substituted cyclopropanes, see: Papageorgiou et al., Angew.
Chem. 2003, 115, 852; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2003, 42, 828;
Adamsetal., J. Org. Chem. 2003, 68,9433; Kunzetal.,J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2005, 127, 3240; Deng et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2006, 128, 9730.) Furthermore, the catalytic process pro-
vided the atypical Z isomers as the dominant products.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Among the various aspects of the present invention is the
provision of a process for metal-porphyrin catalyzed asym-
metric cyclopropanation of olefins with an a-nitro diazo
reagent.

Briefly, therefore, the present invention is directed to a
process for metal-porphyrin catalyzed asymmetric cyclopro-
panation of olefins wherein the process generally corresponds
to the following reaction scheme:

R
Ry R, NO,
:[ [L.M]
| + N _—
Rs Ry Ryg y

3 Ry

1 R
NO,

"’/,,

Rig

wherein [[, M] is a metal porphyrin complex; R, R,, R; and
R, are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron withdrawing group;
and R, is an electron acceptor.

The present invention is further directed to a process for
metal-porphyrin catalyzed asymmetric cyclopropanation of
olefins wherein the process generally corresponds to the fol-
lowing reaction scheme:

wherein [[, M] is a metal porphyrin complex; R, R,, R; and
R, are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron withdrawing group;
and R, , is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or
heterocyclo.

Another aspect of the invention is the further reaction of the
cyclopropanation products into the synthetically and biologi-
cally important cyclopropane a-amino acids or aminocyclo-
propanes, wherein the process generally corresponds to the
following reaction scheme:

R R, NO, [L.M]
cat.
| + N» —_—
Rs Ry COR 2

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

-continued

wherein [[,,M] is a metal porphyrin complex; R;, R,, R; and
R, are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron withdrawing group;
and R |, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or
heterocyclo.

Other objects and features will be in part apparent and in
part pointed out hereinafter.

ABBREVIATIONS AND DEFINITIONS

The following definitions and methods are provided to
better define the present invention and to guide those of ordi-
nary skill in the art in the practice of the present invention.
Unless otherwise noted, terms are to be understood according
to conventional usage by those of ordinary skill in the relevant
art.

The term “acyl,” as used herein alone or as part of another
group, denotes the moiety formed by removal of the hydroxyl
group from the group —COOH of an organic carboxylic acid,
e.g., RC(O)—, wherein R is R, R'"O—, R'R*N— or R'S—,
R! is hydrocarbyl, heterosubstituted hydrocarbyl, or hetero-
cyclo and R? is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl or substituted hydro-
carbyl.

The term “acyloxy,” as used herein alone or as part of
another group, denotes an acyl group as described above
bonded through an oxygen linkage (—0—), e.g., RC(O)O—
wherein R is as defined in connection with the term “acyl.”

Unless otherwise indicated, the alkenyl groups described
herein are preferably lower alkenyl containing from two to
eight carbon atoms in the principal chain and up to 20 carbon
atoms. They may be straight or branched chain or cyclic and
include ethenyl, propenyl, isopropenyl, butenyl, isobutenyl,
hexenyl, and the like.

The terms “alkoxy” or “alkoxyl” as used herein alone or as
part of another group denote any univalent radical, RO—
where R is an alkyl group.

Unless otherwise indicated, the alkyl groups described
herein are preferably lower alkyl containing from one to eight
carbon atoms in the principal chain and up to 20 carbon
atoms. They may be straight or branched chain or cyclic and
include methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, hexyl, and the
like. The substituted alkyl groups described herein may have,
as substituents, any of the substituents identified as substi-
tuted hydrocarbyl substituents.

Unless otherwise indicated, the alkynyl groups described
herein are preferably lower alkynyl containing from two to
eight carbon atoms in the principal chain and up to 20 carbon
atoms. They may be straight or branched chain and include
ethynyl, propynyl, butynyl, isobutynyl, hexynyl, and the like.

The terms “aryl” or “ar” as used herein alone or as part of
another group denote optionally substituted homocyclic aro-
matic groups, preferably monocyclic or bicyclic groups con-
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taining from 6 to 12 carbons in the ring portion, such as
phenyl, biphenyl, naphthyl, substituted phenyl, substituted
biphenyl or substituted naphthyl. Phenyl and substituted phe-
nyl are the more preferred aryl. The substituted aryl groups
described herein may have, as substituents, any of the sub-
stituents identified as substituted hydrocarbyl substituents.

The terms “diazo” or “azo” as used herein alone or as part
of another group denote an organic compound with two
linked nitrogen compounds. These moieties include without
limitation diazomethane, ethyl diazoacetate, and t-butyl dia-
zoacetate.

The term “electron acceptor” as used herein denotes a
chemical moiety that accepts electrons. Stated differently, an
electron acceptor is a chemical moiety that accepts either a
fractional electronic charge from an electron donor moiety to
form a charge transfer complex, accepts one electron from an
electron donor moiety in a reduction-oxidation reaction, or
accepts a paired set of electrons from an electron donor moi-
ety to form a covalent bond with the electron donor moiety.

The terms “halogen” or “halo” as used herein alone or as
part of another group denote chlorine, bromine, fluorine, and
iodine.

The term “heteroaromatic” as used herein alone or as part
of another group denotes optionally substituted aromatic
groups having at least one heteroatom in at least one ring, and
preferably 5 or 6 atoms in each ring. The heteroaromatic
group preferably has 1 or 2 oxygen atoms, 1 or 2 sulfur atoms,
and/or 1 to 4 nitrogen atoms in the ring, and may be bonded to
the remainder of the molecule through a carbon or heteroa-
tom. Exemplary heteroaromatics include furyl, thienyl,
pyridyl, oxazolyl, pyrrolyl, indolyl, quinolinyl, or isoquino-
linyl and the like. Exemplary substituents include one or more
of the following groups: hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl, keto, hydroxyl, protected hydroxyl, acyl, acyloxy,
alkoxy, alkenoxy, alkynoxyl, aryloxy, halogen, amido,
amino, nitro, cyano, thiol, ketals, acetals, esters and ethers.

The term “heteroatom” as used herein denotes atoms other
than carbon and hydrogen.

The terms “heterocyclo” or “heterocyclic” as used herein
alone or as part of another group denote optionally substi-
tuted, fully saturated or unsaturated, monocyclic or bicyclic,
aromatic or nonaromatic groups having at least one heteroa-
tom in at least one ring, and preferably 5 or 6 atoms in each
ring. The heterocyclo group preferably has 1 or 2 oxygen
atoms, 1 or 2 sulfur atoms, and/or 1 to 4 nitrogen atoms in the
ring, and may be bonded to the remainded of the molecule
through a carbon or heteroatom. Exemplary heterocyclo
include heteroaromatics such as furyl, thienyl, pyridyl,
oxazolyl, pyrrolyl, indolyl, quinolinyl, or isoquinolinyl and
the like. Exemplary substituents include one or more of the
following groups: hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl,
keto, hydroxyl, protected hydroxyl, acyl, acyloxy, alkoxy,
alkenoxy, alkynoxyl, aryloxy, halogen, amido, amino, nitro,
cyano, thiol, ketals, acetals, esters and ethers.

The terms ‘“hydrocarbon” and “hydrocarbyl” as used
herein alone or as part of another group denote organic com-
pounds or radicals consisting exclusively of the elements
carbon and hydrogen. These moieties include alkyl, alkenyl,
alkynyl, and aryl moieties. These moieties also include alkyl,
alkenyl, alkynyl, and aryl moieties substituted with other
aliphatic or cyclic hydrocarbon groups, such as alkaryl, alk-
enaryl, and alkynaryl. Unless otherwise indicated, these moi-
eties preferably comprise 1 to 20 carbon atoms.

The term “porphyrin” as used herein denotes a compound
comprising a fundamental skeleton of four pyrrole nuclei
united through the a-positions by four methane groups to
form the following macrocyclic structure:
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The term “substituted hydrocarbyl” as used herein alone or
as part of another group denotes hydrocarbyl moieties which
are substituted with at least one atom other than carbon,
including moieties in which a carbon chain atom is substi-
tuted with a hetero atom such as nitrogen, oxygen, silicon,
phosphorous, boron, sulfur, or a halogen atom. These substi-
tutents include halogen, heterocyclo, alkoxy, alkenoxy,
alkynoxyl, aryloxy, hydroxyl, protected hydroxy, keto, acyl,
acyloxy, nitro, amino, amido, nitro, cyano, thiol, ketals,
acetals, esters and ethers.

The term “tpp” as used herein denotes the moiety tetraphe-

nyl porphyrin.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the process of the present invention,
compounds containing an ethylenic bond, commonly known
as olefins, are cyclopropanated with a diazo reagent in the
presence of a metal porphyrin complex. Advantageously, the
metal porphyrin catalyzed process proceeds relatively effi-
ciently under relatively mild and neutral conditions, in a
one-pot fashion, with olefins as limiting reagents and without
the need for slow-addition of diazo reagents.

In general, the olefin may be any of a wide range of olefins.
In typical embodiments, the olefin is selected from the group
consisting of aromatic olefins, non-aromatic olefins, di-sub-
stituted olefins, tri-substituted olefins, tetra-substituted ole-
fins, cis-olefins, trans-olefins, cyclic olefins, and non-cyclic
olefins. In one preferred embodiment, the olefin corresponds
to the following Formula X:

Formula X
Ry R;
Ry Ry

wherein R, R,, R;, and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or elec-
tron withdrawing group. For cyclic alkenes, two of R;, R,, R,
and R,, in combination with the atoms of the olefin to which
they are attached, define a ring. In one embodiment where the
olefin corresponds to Formula X, R;, R,, R;, and R, are
independently hydrogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, or aryl. In
another embodiment, at least one of R, R,, R;, and R, is
heterosubstituted and the remainder are independently hydro-
gen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, or aryl. In one preferred embodi-
ment in which the olefin corresponds to Formula X, the olefin
is an o, -unsaturated olefin. For example, the olefin may be
an o,p-unsaturated olefin, an a,f-unsaturated ester, or an
a,p-unsaturated ketoolefin. In a preferred embodiment, the
olefin is an o,p-unsaturated olefin corresponding to the fol-
lowing Formula Y:
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Formula Y
H H
R, H

wherein R, is optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substi-
tuted alkenyl, optionally substituted alkynyl, or optionally
substituted aryl. In one particularly preferred embodiment
where the olefin corresponds to Formula Y, R, is alkyl, aryl,
substituted phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,
is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substi-
tuted alkenyl, optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally sub-
stituted aryl, or —NR“R® where R* and R? are independently
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocy-
clo.

In atypical embodiment, the olefin corresponds to Formula
1:

Formula 1

R, Ry

Ry Ry

wherein R, and R, are substituents of the a.-carbon of the
ethylenic bond; R, and R, are substituents of the f3-carbon of
the ethylenic bond; and R |, R,, R;, and R, are independently
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocy-
clo, or an electron withdrawing group.

In certain preferred embodiments, the olefin corresponds
to Formula 1. In one such preferred embodiment, R, is hydro-
gen. In another preferred embodiment, R, is alkyl or substi-
tuted alkyl. In a further preferred embodiment, R, is aryl,
typically phenyl or substituted phenyl. In one embodiment,
R, is hydrogen. In another embodiment, R, is alkyl or substi-
tuted alkyl. In a preferred embodiment, R, is aryl, typically
phenyl or substituted phenyl. In one embodiment, R; is
hydrogen. In another embodiment, R; is alkyl or substituted
alkyl. In a preferred embodiment, R is aryl, typically phenyl
or substituted phenyl. In one embodiment, R, is hydrogen. In
another embodiment, R, is alkyl or substituted alkyl. In a
preferred embodiment, R, is aryl, typically phenyl or substi-
tuted phenyl. In an embodiment, two of R, R,, R; and R, are
hydrogen. In an alternate embodiment, three of R, R,, R;,
and R, are hydrogen. In another alternate embodiment, R,
and R, are both hydrogen. In a different embodiment, R, R,
and the a-carbon, or R;, R, and the p-carbon form a carbocy-
clic or heterocyclic ring. In an additional embodiment, R |, R5,
the a-carbon, and the f-carbon or R,, R, the a-carbon, and
the p-carbon form a carbocyclic or heterocyclic ring. In yet
another embodiment, R, R, the a-carbon, and the -carbon
or R,, R;, the a-carbon, and the -carbon form a carbocyclic
or heterocyclic ring. In one preferred embodiment, one of R,
R,, R;, and R, is an electron withdrawing group. In another,
alternative preferred embodiment, at least one of R, R,, R;,
and R, is alkyl, aryl, substituted phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or
—C(O)OR,, wherein R,,, is hydrogen, optionally substituted
alkyl, optionally substituted alkenyl, optionally substituted
alkynyl, optionally substituted aryl, or —NR“R? where R®
and R? are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. In a further preferred embodi-
ment, atleastone of R, R,,R; and R, is —C(O)CH;, —C(O)
OCH,, —C(0)OC,H,, or —C(O)NR“R?, where R* and R”
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are independently alkyl. In a still further preferred embodi-
ment, at least one of R, R,, R, and R, is phenyl, t-butylphe-
nyl, tolyl, trifluoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl, fluorophenyl,
chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl, butyl, pheny-
ethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, or dimethylcar-
bamoyl. In certain preferred embodiments, the olefin of For-
mula 1 is an aromatic olefin, an a,p-unsaturated ester, or an
a,p-unsaturated ketone.

In an embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula
1 and one, but only one of R}, R,, R;, and R, is an electron
withdrawing group, e.g., R, is an electron withdrawing group,
the olefin corresponds to Formula 1-EWG:

Formula 1-EWG
EWG

Ry Ry

wherein R, and EWG are substituents of the a.-carbon of the
ethylenic bond; R; and R, are substituents of the -carbon of
the ethylenic bond; R,, R;, and R, are independently hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group; and EWG is an electron with-
drawing group. For example, in one preferred embodiment
where the olefin corresponds to Formula 1-EWG, R, R; and
R, may be any of the moieties identified as preferred or
alternative embodiments for R |, R; and R, in connection with
Formula 1. In a particularly preferred embodiment, R,, R,
and R, are hydrogen.

In one preferred embodiment, the olefin corresponds to
Formula 1 and one but only one of R;, R,, R;, and R, is
hydrogen. In an example of this embodiment, R, is hydrogen,
and the olefin corresponds to Formula 2:

Formula 2
R,

Ry Ry

wherein R, is a substituent of the a-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; R; and R, are substituents of the -carbon of the eth-
ylenic bond; and R,, R;, and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group. For example, in one preferred
embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula 2, R,
R; and R, may be any of the moieties identified as preferred
or alternative embodiments for R, R; and R, in connection
with Formula 1.

In particularly preferred embodiments where the olefin
corresponds to Formula 2, at least one of R, R;, and R, is
alkyl, aryl, substituted phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,,
wherein R, is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, option-
ally substituted alkenyl, optionally substituted alkynyl,
optionally substituted aryl, or —NR“R® where R* and R? are
independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl or heterocyclo. In an even more preferred embodiment
where the olefin corresponds to Formula 2, at least one of R,
R; and R, is —C(O)CH,, —C(O)OCH,, —C(O)OC,Hs,, or
—C(O)NR“R?, where R* and R” are independently alkyl. Ina
still further preferred embodiment where the olefin corre-
sponds to Formula 2, at least one of R, R; and R, is phenyl,
t-butylphenyl, tolyl, trifluoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl,
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fluorophenyl, chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl,
butyl, phenyethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, or
dimethylcarbamoyl.

In one embodiment where the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 2, R, R;, or R, may be an electron withdrawing group.
In an example of this embodiment, the substituent on the
a-carbon, i.e., R}, is an electron withdrawing group, and the
olefin corresponds to Formula 2-EWG(a):

Formula 2-EWG(a)
EWG

R3 Ry

wherein EWG is a substituent of the a-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; R; and R, are substituents of the f3-carbon of the eth-
ylenic bond; R; and R, are independently hydrogen, hydro-
carbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron
withdrawing group; and EWG is an electron withdrawing
group. For example, in one preferred embodiment where the
olefin corresponds to Formula 2-EWG(a), R; and R, may be
any of the moieties identified as preferred or alternative
embodiments for R; and R, in connection with Formula 1. In
one particularly preferred embodiment where the olefin cor-
responds to Formula 2-EWG(a), R; and R, are both hydro-
gen.

In an embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula
2, a substituent on the -carbon may be an electron withdraw-
ing group. In an example of this embodiment, R, is an elec-
tron withdrawing group, and the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 2-EWG(b):

Formula 2-EWG(b)
R,

Ry EWG

wherein R, is a substituent of the a-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; R; and EWG are substituents of the -carbon of the
ethylenic bond; R, and R; are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group; and EWG is an electron with-
drawing group. For example, in one preferred embodiment
where the olefin corresponds to Formula 2-EWG(b), R, and
R; may be any of the moieties identified as preferred or
alternative embodiments for R; and R; in connection with
Formula 1. In one particularly preferred embodiment where
the olefin is as depicted in Formula 2-EWG(b), R, and R, are
both hydrogen.

In a preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to
Formula 1, one but only one of the substituents on the a-car-
bon of the ethylenic bond is hydrogen, and one but only one
of the substituents on the p-carbon of the ethylenic bond is
hydrogen. In an example of this embodiment, R, is hydrogen,
one of R; and R, is hydrogen, and the olefin corresponds to
Formula 3-trans or Formula 3-cis, respectively:

Formula 3-trans
R,
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-continued
Formula 3-cis
Ry

Rj

wherein R, is a substituent of the a-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; R; and R, are substituents of the -carbon of the eth-
ylenic bond; and R, R; and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group.

For example, in one preferred embodiment where the ole-
fin corresponds to Formula 3-trans, R, and R, may be any of
the moieties identified as preferred or alternative embodi-
ments for R, and R, in connection with Formula 1. In another
preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 3-trans, at least one of R, and R, is alkyl, aryl, substi-
tuted phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,, is
hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted
alkenyl, optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted
aryl, or —NR“R” where R* and R? are independently hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. Ina
further preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to
Formula 3-trans, at least one of R, and R, is —C(O)CH,,
—C(0)OCH,, —C(0)OC,Hs, or —C(O)NR“R?, where R*
and R? are independently alkyl. In an even more preferred
embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula 3-trans,
at least one of R, and R, is phenyl, t-butylphenyl, tolyl, trif-
luoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl, fluorophenyl, chlorophe-
nyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl, butyl, phenyethyl,
methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, or dimethylcarbam-
oyl.

In an alternative example of a preferred embodiment where
the olefin corresponds to Formula 3-cis, R, and R; may be any
of the moieties identified as preferred or alternative embodi-
ments for R, and R; in connection with Formula 1. In another
preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 3-cis, at least one of R, and R; is alkyl, aryl, substituted
phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,, is hydro-
gen, optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted alk-
enyl, optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted
aryl, or —NR“R” where R* and R? are independently hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. Ina
further preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to
Formula 3-cis, at least one of R, and R; is —C(O)CH,,
—C(0)OCH,, —C(0)OC,Hs, or —C(O)NR“R?, where R*
and R? are independently alkyl. In an even more preferred
embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula 3-cis,
at least one of R, and R is phenyl, t-butylphenyl, tolyl, trif-
luoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl, fluorophenyl, chlorophe-
nyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl, butyl, phenyethyl,
methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, or dimethylcarbam-
oyl.

In an embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula
3-trans or Formula 3-cis, R;, R;, or R, may be an electron
withdrawing group. In an example of this embodiment where,
for example, R, is an electron withdrawing group, the olefin
corresponds to Formula 3-trans-EWG or Formula 3-cis-
EWG:

Formula 3-trans-EWG
EWG
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-continued
Formula 3-cis-EWG
EWG

Rj

wherein EWG is a substituent of the a-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; R; and R, are substituents of the f3-carbon of the eth-
ylenic bond; R; and R, are independently hydrogen, hydro-
carbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron
withdrawing group; and EWG is an electron withdrawing
group.

For example, in one preferred embodiment where the ole-
fin corresponds to Formula 3-trans-EWG, R, may be any of
the moieties identified as preferred or alternative embodi-
ments for R, in connection with Formula 1. In a particularly
preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 3-trans-EWG, R, is hydrogen.

In another example, in one preferred embodiment where
the olefin corresponds to Formula 3-cis-EWG, R; may be any
of the moieties identified as preferred or alternative embodi-
ments for R; in connection with Formula 1. In a particularly
preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to For-
mula 3-cis-EWG;, R is hydrogen.

In an embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula
1 and the olefin is a terminal olefin, either both of R; and R,
or both of R; and R,, are hydrogen. In an example of this
embodiment, R, and R, are both hydrogen, and the olefin
corresponds to Formula 4:

A

Rs

Formula 4

Ry

wherein R; and R, are substituents of the f-carbon of the
ethylenic bond; and R; and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group. For example, in one preferred
embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula 4, R,
and R, may be any of the moieties identified as preferred or
alternative embodiments for R; and R, in connection with
Formula 1.

In one preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds
to Formula 4, at least one of R; and R, is alkyl, aryl, substi-
tuted phenyl, —C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,, is
hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted
alkenyl, optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted
aryl, or —NR“R” where R* and R? are independently hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. Ina
further preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to
Formula 4, at least one of R; and R, is —C(O)CH;, —C(O)
OCH,, —C(0)OC,H,, or —C(O)NR“R?, where R* and R”
are independently alkyl. In an even more preferred embodi-
ment corresponding Formula 4, at least one of R; and R, is
phenyl, t-butylphenyl, tolyl, triftuoromethyl phenyl, nitro-
phenyl, fluorophenyl, chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, perfluo-
rophenyl, butyl, phenyethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl car-
boxylate, or dimethylcarbamoyl.

In one embodiment, the olefin corresponds to Formula 4,
and one of R; and R, is an electron withdrawing group. In an
example of this embodiment, R, is an electron withdrawing
group and the olefin corresponds to Formula 4-EWG:

20

35

40

45

55

12

o
JL
Ry EWG

wherein R; and EWG are substituents of the f-carbon of the
ethylenic bond; R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an electron withdrawing group;
and EWG is an electron withdrawing group. For example, in
one preferred embodiment where the olefin corresponds to
Formula 4-EWG, R; may be any of the moieties identified as
preferred or alternative embodiments for R; in connection
with Formula 1. Where the olefin corresponds to Formula
4-EWG, R, is, in a particularly preferred embodiment, hydro-
gen.

In another preferred embodiment, the olefin corresponds to
Formula 1, three of R, R,, R;, and R, are hydrogen, and the
olefin is a terminal olefin. In an example of this embodiment,
R,, R,, and R, are hydrogen and the olefin corresponds to
Formula 5:

Formula 4-EWG

Formula 5

R4

wherein R; is a substituent of the $-carbon of the ethylenic
bond; and R is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl, heterocyclo, or an electron withdrawing group. For
example, in one preferred embodiment where the olefin cor-
responds to Formula 5, R; may be any of the moieties iden-
tified as preferred or alternative embodiments for R, in con-
nection with Formula 1.

In another preferred embodiment where the olefin corre-
sponds to Formula 5, R, is alkyl, aryl, substituted phenyl,
—C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,, is hydrogen,
optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted alkenyl,
optionallgl substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted aryl, or
—NR“R” where R® and R” are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. In a fur-
ther preferred embodiment in which the olefin corresponds to
Formula 5, R; is —C(O)CH,, —C(O)OCH,3, —C(0)OC,Hs,
or —C(O)NR“R?, where R” and R? are independently alkyl.
In an even more preferred embodiment where the olefin cor-
responds to Formula 5, R, is phenyl, t-butylphenyl, tolyl,
trifluoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl, fluorophenyl, chlo-
rophenyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl, butyl, phenyethyl,
methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, or dimethylcarbam-
oyl.

In an embodiment where the olefin corresponds to Formula
5, and R; is an electron withdrawing group, the olefin corre-
sponds to Formula 5-EWG:

Formula 5-EWG

EWG

wherein EWG is a substituent of the -carbon of the ethylenic
bond; and EWG is an electron withdrawing group.

In general, the olefin’s electron withdrawing group(s),
EWG, as depicted in Formulae 1-EWG, 2-EWG(a), 2-EWG
(b), 3-trans-EWG, 3-cis-EWG, 4-EWG, and 5-EWG, and
described in connection with Formulae 1, 2, 3-trans, 3-cis, 4
and 5, is any substituent that draws electrons away from the
ethylenic bond. Exemplary electron withdrawing groups
include hydroxy, alkoxy, mercapto, halogens, carbonyls, sul-
fonyls, nitrile, quaternary amines, nitro, trihalomethyl, imine,
amidine, oxime, thioketone, thioester, or thioamide. In one
embodiment, the electron withdrawing group(s) is/are
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hydroxy, alkoxy, mercapto, halogen, carbonyl, sulfonyl,
nitrile, quaternary amine, nitro, or trihalomethyl. In another
embodiment, the electron withdrawing group(s) is/are halo-
gen, carbonyl, nitrile, quaternary amine, nitro, or trihalom-
ethyl. In another embodiment, the electron withdrawing
group(s) is/are halogen, carbonyl, nitrile, nitro, or trihalom-
ethyl. When the electron withdrawing group is alkoxy, it
generally corresponds to the formula —OR where R is an
alkyl group. When the electron withdrawing group is mer-
capto, it generally corresponds to the formula —SR where R
is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or hetero-
cyclo. When the electron withdrawing group is a halogen
atom, the electron withdrawing group may be fluoro, chloro,
bromo, or iodo; typically, it will be fluoro or chloro. When the
electron withdrawing group is a carbonyl, it may be an alde-
hyde (C(O)H), ketone (C(O)R), ester (C(O)OR), acid (C(O)
OH), acid halide (C(0)X), amide (C(O)NR“R?), or anhydride
(C(O)OC(O)R) where R is hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro-
carbyl or heterocyclo, R and R? are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo, and X is
a halogen atom. When the electron withdrawing group is a
sulfonyl, it may be an acid (SO;H) or a derivative thereof
(SO,R) where R is hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or
heterocyclo. When the electron withdrawing group is a qua-
ternary amine, it generally corresponds to the formula
—N*R“R°R° where R?, R? and R€ are independently hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo.
When the electron withdrawing group is a trihalomethyl, it is
preferably trifluoromethyl or trichloromethyl. In each of the
foregoing exemplary electron withdrawing groups contain-
ing the variable “X”, in one embodiment, X may be chloro or
fluoro, preferably fluoro. In each of the foregoing exemplary
electron withdrawing groups containing the variable “R”, R
may be alkyl. In each of the foregoing exemplary electron
withdrawing groups containing the variable “R*”, “R®”, or
“R*”,R? R”, and R° may independently be hydrogen or alkyl.

In accordance with one preferred embodiment, the electron
withdrawing group(s) is/are a halide, aldehyde, ketone, ester,
carboxylic acid, amide, acyl chloride, trifluoromethyl, nitrile,
sulfonic acid, ammonia, amine, or a nitro group. In this
embodiment, the electron withdrawing group(s) correspond
to one of the following chemical structures: X, C(O)H, C(O)
R, C(O)OR, C(O)OH, C(O)X, C(X);, —CN, SO;H, N*Hj,,
N*(R);, or N*O, where R is hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro-
carbyl or heterocyclo and X is halogen.

As illustrated more fully in the examples, the diastereo-
and enantio-selectivity can be influenced, at least in part, by
selection of the metal porphyrin complex. Similarly, stereo-
selectivity of the reaction may also be influenced by the
selection of chiral porphyrin ligands with desired electronic,
steric, and chiral environments. Accordingly, the catalytic
system of the present invention may advantageously be used
to control stereoselectivity.

In one embodiment, the metal of the metal porphyrin com-
plex is a transition metal. Thus, for example, the metal may be
any of the 30 metals in the 3d, 4d, and 5d transition metal
series of the Periodic Table of the Elements, including the 3d
series that includes Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, and Zn;
the 4d series that includes Y, Zr, Nb, Mo, Tc, Ru, Rh, Pd, Ag
and Cd; and the 5d series that includes Lu, Hf, Ta, W, Re, Os,
Ir, Pt, Au and Hg. In some embodiments, M is a transition
metal from the 3d series. In some preferred embodiments, M
is selected from the group consisting of Co, Zn, Fe, Ru, Mn,
and Ni. In even more preferred embodiments, M is selected
from the group consisting of Co, Fe, and Ru. In further pre-
ferred embodiments, M is Co.

The porphyrin with which the transition metal is com-
plexed may be any of a wide range of porphyrins known in the
art. Exemplary porphyrins are described in U.S. Patent Pub-
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lication Nos. 2005/0124596 and 2006/0030718 and U.S. Pat.
No. 6,951,935 (each of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence, in its entirety).

In a preferred embodiment, the porphyrin is complexed
with cobalt. The porphyrin with which cobalt is complexed
may be any of a wide range of porphyrins known in the art.
Exemplary porphyrins are described in U.S. Patent Publica-
tion Nos. 2005/0124596 and 2006/0030718 and U.S. Pat. No.
6,951,935 (each of which is incorporated herein by reference,
in its entirety). Exemplary porphyrins are also described in
Chen et al., Bromoporphyrins as Versatile Synthons for
Modular Construction of Chiral Porphyrins: Cobalt-Cata-
lyzed Highly Enantioselective and Diastereoselective Cyclo-
propanation (J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004), which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

In one embodiment, the metal porphyrin complex is a
cobalt(Il) porphyrin complex. In one particularly preferred
embodiment, the cobalt porphyrin complex is a chiral por-
phyrin complex corresponding to the following structure:

Z Z, 73
Zs Za
Zg Zs
Z 7s
Z, 7 73

whereineach 7,7, 7, 7., 75 and Z; are each independently
selected from the group consisting of X, H, alkyl, substituted
alkyls, arylalkyls, aryls and substituted aryls; and X is
selected from the group consisting of halogen, trifluo-
romethanesulfonate (OTT), haloaryl and haloalkyl. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, Z,, Z,, 7, and Z are hydrogen, Z, is a
substituted phenyl, Z is substituted phenyl, and Z, and Z; are
different. In one particularly preferred embodiment, Z,, Z,,
7., and Z are hydrogen, Z, is substituted phenyl, Z; is sub-
stituted phenyl, Z, and Z are different, and the porphyrinis a
chiral porphyrin. In one even further preferred embodiment,
Z,,74,7,and Z; are hydrogen, Z, is substituted phenyl, Z is
substituted phenyl, Z, and Z are different and the porphyrin
has D,-symmetry.

In a preferred embodiment, Z, is selected from the group
consisting of

and O O >

wherein

denotes the point of attachment to the porphyrin complex.
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In a preferred embodiment, Z, is selected from the group _continued
consisting of Formula B

[Co(P2)]

. and 10
15
o O
H—N Formula C
[Co(P3)]
, 25
\—N
0 \\;O
H
wherein
35

denotes the point of attachment to the porphyrin complex.

Exemplary cobalt (IT) porphyrins include the following, 49
designated [Co(P1)], [Co(P2)], [Co(P3)], [Co(P4)], [Co
(P5)], and [Co(P6)], shown in Formulac A, B, C, D, E, and F,
respectively:

Formula A
[CoPD)] 45

Formula D

[Co(P4)]
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-continued

Formula E

[Co(P3)]

Formula F

[Co(P6)]

In general, the olefin is cyclopropanated with a carbene
source, where the carbene source is an electron acceptor
substituted nitro diazo reagent. Preferably, the olefin is cyclo-
propanated with an a-nitro carbene source, wherein the o
denotes that the nitro group is on the a.-carbon of the carbene
source. More preferably, the carbene source, or precursor, is
an a-nitro diazo reagent (also sometimes referred to herein as
adiazo compound) wherein the carbene is generated from the
carbene precursor by the removal of N, as nitrogen gas from
the solution. Generally, the carbene precursor, an electron
acceptor substituted nitro diazo reagent, corresponds to the
following Formula 7:

Formula 7

wherein the nitro group (—NO,), the diazo group (—N,,), and
R, are all substituents of the a.-carbon; and R | 4 is an electron
acceptor.
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In one embodiment, R |, is any electron acceptor known in
the art. In another embodiment, R, is an aldehyde, ketone,
ester, or carboxylic acid.

Preferably, the carbene precursor is an a-nitro diazo car-
bonyl reagent. When the carbene precursor is an a-nitro diazo
carbonyl reagent, it corresponds to the following Formula 8:

Formula 8
NO,

a

Nz
COR,,

wherein the nitro group (—NO,), the diazo group (—N,), and
—COR,, are all substituents of the a-carbon; R, is hydro-
gen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, halo-
gen, —OR,,, —NR“R?, or —OC(O)R,,; R, is hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocyclo; R and
R? are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted
hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo; and R,, is hydrocarbyl, substi-
tuted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo.

In one embodiment, R, is hydrogen. In a preferred
embodiment, R, , is alky] or substituted alkyl, more typically
lower alkyl. In another preferred embodiment, R, is aryl or
alkaryl, more typically lower aryl. In yet another preferred
embodiment, R, is alkoxy or hydroxy.

In a preferred embodiment, the carbene precursor corre-
sponds to Formula 7 and R | 4 is an ester; stated differently, the
carbene precursor corresponds to Formula 8 and R,; is an
alkoxy group. In this embodiment, the carbene precursor
corresponds to Formula 9:

Formula 9
NO,

a

Nz
COR |2

wherein the nitro group (—NO,), the diazo group (—N,), and
—CO,R,, are all substituents of the a-carbon; and R, is
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocy-
clo.

In one embodiment, R, is hydrogen. In another embodi-
ment, R, is alkyl or substituted alkyl, more typically lower
alkyl. In another embodiment, R,, is aryl or alkaryl, more
typically lower aryl. In a preferred embodiment, R, , is ethyl,
methyl, butyl, or propyl, typically tert-butyl and iso-propyl.

In some embodiments, the carbene precursor is selected
from the group consisting of the a-nitro analogs of diazo
ethylacetate, diazo-t-butylacetate, 2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-meth-
ylphenyl diazoacetate, methyl phenyldiazoacetate, ethyl dia-
zoacetate, diethyl diazomalonate, and trimethylsilyldiaz-
omethane. In some embodiments, the diazo compound is
selected from one of the a-nitro analogs of diazo ethylacetate
and diazo t-butylacetate. Other exemplary diazo acetates
include the a-nitro analogs of 2,3,4-trimethyl-3-pentyl diaz-
oacetate, methyl diazoacetate, 2,5-dimethyl-4-buten-1-yl
diazoacetate, 3-(diazoacetyl)amino propionate, and (diaz-
oacetyl)amino acetate.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-

tion, an olefin is converted to a cyclopropane as illustrated in
Reaction Scheme A:



US 8,110,699 B2

wherein [I, M] is a metal porphyrin complex; R, R,, R;, and
R, are as previously defined in connection with Formula 1;
and R |, is as previously defined in connection with Formula

In one embodiment, where the reaction proceeds as illus-
trated in Reaction Scheme A, [L,M] is a metal porphyrin
complex wherein the metal is a transition metal, preferably
Co, Fe, or Ru. In a preferred embodiment where the reaction
proceeds as illustrated in Reaction Scheme A, [L,M] is a
cobalt(Il) porphyrin complex. In another embodiment where
the reaction proceeds as illustrated in Reaction Scheme A, the
porphyrin complex of [, M] is a chiral porphyrin complex. In
a further embodiment where the reaction proceeds as illus-
trated in Reaction Scheme A, the porphyrin complex of
[L,M] has D,-symmetry. In a preferred embodiment where
the reaction proceeds as illustrated in Reaction Scheme A,
[L,,M] is a chiral cobalt(Il) porphyrin complex with D,-sym-
metry. In a further preferred embodiment where the reaction
proceeds as illustrated in Reaction Scheme A, [L,,,M] corre-
sponds to one of the porphyrin complexes in Formulae A-F.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, an olefin is converted to a cyclopropane as illus-
trated in Reaction Scheme B:

wherein [L, M] is as previously described in connection with
Reaction Scheme A; R, R,, R;, and R, are as previously
defined in connection with Reaction Scheme A; and R, is as
previously defined in connection with Formula 8.

In another preferred embodiment of the present invention,
an olefin is converted to a cyclopropane as illustrated in
Reaction Scheme C:

wherein [L, M] is a as previously described in connection
with Reaction Scheme A; R, R,, R;, and R, are as previously
described in connection with Reaction Scheme A; and R, is
as previously defined in connection with Formula 9.

In preferred embodiments wherein an olefin is converted to
a cyclopropane as depicted in Reaction Scheme A, B, or C,
[L,M] is a metal porphyrin complex wherein the metal is a
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transition metal, typically cobalt; the olefin is styrene, substi-
tuted styrene, an o, -unsaturated ester, or an o, }-unsaturated
ketone; and the a-carbon of the nitro diazo reagent is substi-
tuted with an aldehyde, ketone, ester, or carboxylic acid. In an
even more preferred embodiment where the reaction is as
illustrated in Reaction Scheme A, B, or C, [L,,,M] is a cobalt
porphyrin complex; at least one of R}, R, R;, and R, is an
electron withdrawing group, alkyl, aryl, substituted phenyl,
—C(O)R,,, or —C(O)OR,, wherein R,, is hydrogen,
optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted alkenyl,
optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted aryl, or
—NR“R? wherein R* and R” are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo; and the
nitro diazo reagent corresponds to Formula 8 wherein R | is
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocy-
clo, halogen, —OR,,, —NR“R?, or —OC(O)R,, where R,
is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or hetero-
cyclo, R* and R? are independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl,
substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo, and R, is hydrocar-
byl, substituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo. In another pre-
ferred embodiment where the reaction proceeds as shown in
Reaction Scheme A, B, or C, [L,M] is a cobalt porphyrin
complex corresponding to one of the cobalt porphyrin com-
plexes depicted in Formulae A-F; at least one of R, R,, R;,
and R, is phenyl, t-butylphenyl, tolyl, triffuoromethyl phenyl,
nitrophenyl, fluorophenyl, chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, per-
fluorophenyl, butyl, phenyethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl
carboxylate, or dimethylcarbamoyl; and the nitro diazo
reagent corresponds to Formula 9 wherein R, is alkyl or
substituted alkyl, preferably ethyl, methyl, butyl, or propyl.

In another embodiment, an olefin is converted to a cyclo-
propane as illustrated in Reaction Scheme D:

Reaction Scheme D
NO,
R 7 | A N < [CO(Por)]
30 + N —T'
Y
CO2R 2
N2
CO2R 2
NO,

wherein R |, is as previously defined in connection with For-
mula 9; R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl, halo, or heterocyclo; t is any integer from O to 5, inclu-
sive; and [Co(Por)] is a cobalt porphyrin complex. In
preferred embodiments where the reaction proceeds as illus-
trated in Reaction Scheme D, [Co(Por)] is one of Formula
A-F.

In one embodiment, R, is alkyl or substituted alkyl. In a
preferred embodiment, R;, is methyl, butyl, t-butyl, or trif-
luoromethyl. In an alternately embodiment, R, is halo, typi-
cally chloro, bromo, or fluoro. In another preferred embodi-
ment, Ry, is nitro.

As stated above, t can be any integer from O to 5; more
typically, tis 1 to 5. For example, in an embodiment, t is 1 and
R;, is methyl or butyl. In another example, tis 1 and R, is
halo, such as bromo, chloro, or fluoro. In yet another example,
tis 5 and R, is halo, preferably fluoro.

In another embodiment, an olefin is converted to a cyclo-
propane as illustrated in Reaction Scheme E:
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Reaction Scheme E
Rao NO
W(\ o 2 [COPor)]
! 2=< ~
COR 2

N2
Ryo
COR |2
o NO,

wherein R |, is as previously defined in connection with For-
mula 9; R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl, halo, or heterocyclo; and [Co(Por)] is a cobalt porphyrin
complex. In preferred embodiments where the reaction pro-
ceeds as illustrated in Reaction Scheme D, [Co(Por)] is one of
Formula A-F.

In one embodiment, R, is alkyl or substituted alkyl. In
another embodiment, R, is —NR“R” where R“ and R” are
independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocar-
byl or heterocyclo. In a preferred embodiment, R, is aryl,
typically phenyl or substituted phenyl. In another preferred
embodiment, R,, is ethyl, phenyl, methoxy, ethoxy, or
—N(CHs;)s,.

The reaction products resulting from cyclopropanation of
an olefin with an a-nitro-diazoacetate are valuable precursors
for a number of useful compounds, including the syntheti-
cally and biologically important cyclopropane c-amino
acids. Alpha-amino acids have an amino group and a carboxy-
late group attached to the same carbon, known as the a-car-
bon. These a-amino acids are biologically important, as the
twenty most common amino acids found in proteins are all
a-amino acids. The reaction proceeds from the cyclopropane
as illustrated in Reaction Scheme F:

Ry

wherein R, R,, R; and R, are as previously defined in con-
nection with Formula 1; and R, is as previously defined in
connection with Formula 9.

The reaction products resulting from cyclopropanation of
an olefin with an a-nitro diazoacetate are also valuable pre-
cursors for the synthetically and biologically important ami-
nocyclopropanes. Aminocyclopropanes have an amino group
on the carbon known as the a-carbon. Aminocyclopropanes
can be formed from the cyclopropanation product through the
reduction of the nitro (—NO,) group on the a-carbon, and
elimination of the ester group on the a-carbon. The reaction
proceeds from the cyclopropane to the aminocyclopropane as
illustrated in Reaction Scheme G:

Reaction Scheme G
Ry R R R
NO, NI,
4 fr—
%Olez
R; Ry Rz Ry

wherein R, R,, R; and R, are as previously described in
connection with Formula 1; and R,, is as previously
described in connection with Formula 9.

Thus, the cyclopropanes resulting from the metal porphy-
rin-catalyzed reaction of an olefin with an c-nitro-diazo
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reagent are demonstrated precursors for the synthetically and
biologically important cyclopropane a.-amino acids and ami-
nocyclopropanes. This process is illustrated generally in
Reaction Scheme H:

Reaction Scheme H
Ry R, NO, [L.M]
cat.
| + N —_—
Ry Ry CORy,

wherein [[,,M] is as previously defined in connection with
Reaction Scheme A; R, R,, R;, and R, are as previously
defined in connection with Formula 1; and R, , is as previ-
ously defined in connection with Formula 9.

Inapreferred embodiment, the olefin is a terminal olefin. In
an example of this embodiment, the olefin corresponds to
Formula 1 and R; and R, are hydrogen, and the process
illustrated generally in Reaction Scheme H is illustrated gen-
erally by Reaction Scheme I:

Reaction Scheme I
R R, NO, [L.M]
cat.
+ N _—
CO2Rp2
R R
NH,
R, R = to,n

wherein [L,M], R, R,, and R, , are as previously defined in
connection with Reaction Scheme H.

Aliphatic nitro compounds can be reduced to aliphatic
amines using any of several different reagents which are well
known to those of skill in the art. In a preferred embodiment,
the nitro group is catalytically reduced using, for example, a
source of hydrogen and a catalyst such as palladium on car-
bon, zinc (0), Raney nickel, or iron. The reaction conditions
appropriate for the reduction of a nitro moiety to an amine
moiety will depend on the substrate. In one embodiment, the
reduction of a nitro moiety to an amine moiety takes place in
mild reducing conditions. A variety of acids, such as acetic
acid, hydrochloric acid, or ammonium chloride, and solvents,
such as methanol or 2-propanol, can be used, and the combi-
nation selected will depend on the substrate.

Esters can be hydrolyzed to yield carboxylic acids, either
by aqueous base or by aqueous acid. Ester hydrolysis in basic
solution is referred to as saponification, and occurs through
the nucleophilic acyl substitution pathway, while acid-cata-
lyzed ester hydrolysis can occur via several different path-
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ways. Appropriate conditions for ester hydrolysis are well
known to those of skill in the art. Similarly, the appropriate
conditions for reducing carbonyl compounds are well known
to those of skill in the art.

In the interests of brevity, each of the foregoing Formulae
were presented without full stereochemistry. Since the com-
pounds of the present invention have several asymmetric
carbons, it is known to those skilled in the art that the com-
pounds of the present invention having asymmetric carbon
atoms may exist in diastereomeric, racemic, or optically
active forms. All of these forms are contemplated within the
scope of this invention. More specifically, the present inven-
tion includes the enantiomers, diastereomers, racemic mix-
tures, and other optically active mixtures of the compounds
disclosed herein.

In summary, we have developed a general and highly
asymmetric Z cyclopropanation process with a-nitrodiazoac-
etates catalyzed by [Co(P1)]. This represents the first highly
effective and selective catalytic system for asymmetric cyclo-
propanation with acceptor/acceptor-substituted diazo
reagents as the carbene source. In addition to the well-docu-
mented synthetic utility of the resulting cyclopropane c-nitro
esters, the demonstration of a-nitrodiazoacetates as effective
and selective carbene sources for cyclopropanation may
stimulate further studies that will lead to the general use of
acceptor/acceptor-substituted diazo reagents for catalytic
carbene transfers.

Having described the invention in detail, it will be apparent
that modifications and variations are possible without depart-
ing the scope of the invention defined in the appended claims.
Furthermore, it should be appreciated that all examples in the
present disclosure are provided as non-limiting examples.

EXAMPLES

The following non-limiting examples are provided to fur-
ther illustrate the present invention. It should be appreciated
by those of skill in the art that the techniques disclosed in the
examples that follow represent approaches the inventors have
found function well in the practice of the invention, and thus
can be considered to constitute examples of modes for its
practice. However, those of skill in the art should, in light of
the present disclosure, appreciate that many changes can be
made in the specific embodiments that are disclosed and still
obtain a like or similar result without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

Example 1

Initial efforts were focused on the systematic evaluation of
various catalytic conditions for the cyclopropanation of sty-
rene with ethyl a-nitrodiazoacetates (ENDAs) by different
[Co(Por)] (Tables 1 and S1). While the ineffectiveness of
Co(tpp) for the reaction might be expected (Table 1, entry 1),
it was a disappointing revelation that [Co(P6)], which was
previously shown to be the best catalyst for asymmetric
cyclopropanation with diazosulfones, gave an even poorer
result (Table 1, entry 7). However, in contrast to previous
systems, it was noted that the Z cyclopropane was the major
product. Subsequent experiments with other D,-symmetric
chiral porphyrins with varied environments revealed a dra-
matic ligand effect (Table 1, entries 2-7). Among them (as
shown in Formulae A-F), [Co(P1)] proved to be the optimal
catalyst, producing the Z dominant cyclopropane c.-nitroester
(Z/E=91:09) in 99% yield and 81% ee (Table 1, entry 2). The
[Co(P1)]-based catalytic system was further improved by
optimizing other reaction conditions (Table 1, entries 8-12
and Table S1).

The effectiveness of [Co(Por)] could perhaps be rational-
ized as a consequence of two potential N—H . . . O hydrogen-
bonding interactions between two of the chiral amide N—H
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moieties on the P1 ligand with both the N—O (—NO, group)
and the C—0 (—CO,Et group) units of the carbene moiety,
respectively. These interactions occur in a postulated metal-
locarbene intermediate and would promote the carbene for-
mation from the less reactive diazo reagent and rigidify the
intermediate towards its subsequent reaction with the olefin
substrate, which would lead to a more effective and selective
catalytic process. (A similar mechanism has been proposed
for a nitrene transfer reaction. See Ruppel et al., Org. Lett.
2008, 10, 1995.) While similar interactions would also exist
in the [Co(P2)]-catalyzed reaction, the intercomponent
hydrogen bonds between amides and carbene moieties in the
cases of [Co(P3)]-[Co(P6)] would be inhibited or largely
reduced as a result of the competitive N—H . . . O hydrogen-
bonding interactions within the chiral amide units of the
ligands (Formulae A-F).

Based on the optimized reaction conditions (Table 1), the
substrate scope of the [Co(P1)]-based catalytic system was
then examined. It was shown that the catalytic process could
be successfully applied to different alkene substrates with
various NDA derivatives (Table 2 and Table S2). For example,
in addition to styrene, various styrene derivatives containing
groups at different ring positions could be effectively cyclo-
propanated with EDNA or tert-butyl a-nitrodiazoacetates
(t-BDNAs) (Table 2, entries 1-17). As one of unique catalytic
properties associated with [Co(Por)]-based system, even the
extremely electron-deficient pentafluorostyrene could be
used as a substrate, albeit resulting in a somewhat relatively
lower yield (Table 2, entry 18). The use of c.-methylstyrene
allowed the stereoselective construction of a cyclopropane
structure containing two contiguous quaternary stereogenic
centers (Table 2, entry 19). When the cyclopropanation reac-
tion was conducted under solvent-free conditions, aliphatic
alkenes, which are typically challenging substrates for this
reaction, were also successfully converted into the desired
cyclopropanes with good diastereo- and enantioselectivity
although in moderate yields (Table 2, entries 20-21). When
1,2-dichloroethane was used as solvent, electron-deficient
olefins such as a,p-unsaturated esters and amides, which
represent another series of challenging substrates, could be
cyclopropanated as well, but with diminished diastereoselec-
tivity (Table 2, entries 22-24). In most cases, however, the
corresponding cyclopropane a-nitroesters were obtained pre-
dominantly as Z isomers in high yields with high enantiose-
lectivities (Tables 2 and S2).

TABLE 1

Asymmetric Z-cyclopropanation of styrene with ethyl a-nitrodiazoacetate
by D5-symmetric chiral cobalt(I) porphyrins.®

N2
AN CO,Et
N RT
4
2 [Co(Por)] (1 mol %)
NO,
1.0 equiv 1.2 equiv
CO,Et
NO,
Yield ee
Entry  [Co(Por)]® Solvent [%]° Z/E4 [%]°
1 [Coltpp)] CH,Cl, 15 58:42 —
2 [Co(P1)] CH,Cly 99 91:09 81
3 [Co(P2)] CH,Cly 99 91:09 58
4 [Co(P3)] CH,Cly 20 67:33 33
5 [Co(P4)] CH,Cl, 69 81:19 47
6 [Co(P5)] CH,Cly 31 66:34  -23
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TABLE S1-continued

Asymmetric Z-cyclopropanation of styrene with ethyl a-nitrodiazoacetate

by D,-symmetric chiral cobalt(IT) porphyrins.®

Asymmetric (Z)-Cyclopropanation of Styrene with Ethyl a-Nitro-

Diazoacetate by D,-Symmetric Chiral Cobalt(IT) Porphyrins.®

Ny 5 N,
CO,Et CO,Et
N N RT N N RT
+ +
2 [Co(Por)] (1 mol %) 2 [Co(Por®)] (1 mol %)
NO, NO,
1.0 equiv 1.2 equiv 10 1.0 equiv 1.2 equiv
CO,Et CO,Et
NO, NO,
15
Yield ee yield ee
Entry  [Co(Por)]® Solvent [%]° Z/E4 [%]° entry  [Co(Por*)] solvent [%]° cis:trans? [%]°

7 [Co(P6)] CH,Cl, <5/ 85:15 n.d.f 3 [Co(P3)] CH,Cl, 20 67:33 33

8 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 91 93:07 86 20 4 [Co(P4)] CH,Cl, 69 81:19 47
9% [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 20 92:08 20 5 [Co(P5)] CH,CL, 31 66:34 -23
107 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 98 92:08 92 6 [Co(P6)] CH,Cl, <5/ 85:15 nd®
11 [Co(P1)] CeHsCl 99 88:12 82 7 [Co(P1)] CHCl; 60 91:09 78
12 [Co(P1)] n-CgH 4 87 92:08 89 8 [Co(P1)] CCly 91 86:14 75
9 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 91 93:07 86

“Performed at RT for 24 husing 1 mol % [Co(Por)] under N, with 1.0 equiv of styrene (0.25 108 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 68 92:08 90

M) and 1.2 equiv of ENDA. 25 h .

See Formulae A-F for structures. 11 . [Co(P1)] GH,CL 90 92:08 90
“Isolated yields. 12 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 35 95:05 92
Determined by NMR. 13/k [Co(P1)] C2H4C}2 66 93 i07 92
‘ee of Z isomer determined by HPLC using a chiral stationary phase. 14[ [Co(P1)] C2H4C12 98 92:08 9z
FEstimated by NMR. 15 [Co(P1)] C,H,CL, 74 92:08 92
ENot determined. 16 [Co(P1)] CeHsCl 99 88:12 82
70 C.; 2 mol % [Co(Por)]. 30 17 [Co(P1)] CgHsMe 96 89i11 85
©20° C.; 5 mol % [Co(Por)]. 18 [Co(P1)] CeH s 70 89:11 87

19 [Co(P1)] n-CgH 4 87 92:08 89
208 [Co(P1)] n-CgH 4 32 93:07 92
21" [Co(P1)] n-CgH, 4 50 92:08 92
TABLE S1 2% [Co(P1)] n-CeH,, 85 91:09 88
35 23 [Co(P1)] EtCMe; 87 87:13 86
Asymmetric (Z)-Cyclopropanation of Styrene with Ethyl a-Nitro- 24 [Co(P1)] MeCO,Et n¥ nd® nd®
Diazoacetate by D,-Symmetric Chiral Cobalt(II) Porphyrins.® 25 [Co(P1)] CH;CN n? nd® nd®
26 [Co(P1)] THF n¥ nd® nd®
Nz 27" [Co(P1)] CH,Cl, n¥ nd® nd®
\ CO,Et
RT “Performed at RT for 24 husing 1 mol % [Co(Por*)] under N, with 1.0 equiv of styrene and
N CoPor] (1 ol % 40 1.2 equiv of ENDA. [styrene] = 0.25 M.
[Co(Por*)] (1 mol %) 5See Formulae A-F for structures.
NO, “Isolated yields.
& .
1.0 equiv 1.2 equiv Determined by NMR. )
°(Z) isomer ee was determined by chiral HPLC.
/Estimated by NMR.
80°C.
45
CO,Et 00 C.; 2 mol %.
200C.
NO, J-20° C.; 2 mol %.
£.20° C.; 5 mol %.
sg0 s ;
vield . MOZOOCCt., ;’2 equiv styrene.
Co(Por* lvent %]° is:trans? %]e 50 R
entry [Co(Por*)] solven [%] cis:trans [%] 0.5 equiv D .
1 [Co(P1)] CH,CL, 99 91:09 81 “No determination.
2 [Co(P2)] CH,Cl, 99 91:09 58 #No reaction.
TABLE 2
[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation
of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”
Yield ee
Entry Cyclopropane R [%]® Z/E [%]¢  [a]®
1 Et 87 92:08 89 =)
28 Et 93  92:08 92 =)
3 CO:R tBu 91 >99:1 91 =)
48 tBu 97 >99:1 94 =)

NO,
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TABLE 2-continued

[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation

of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”

Yield ee
Entry Cyclopropane R [%]"  Z/E (%1 [a)
584 Et 86F  93:07 90 =)
6" tBu 90 >99:1 92 =)
COR
NO,
Me
78 Et 91  96:04 91 =)
Me
COR
NO,
Pl Me Et 82  92:08 91 =)
COR
NO,
geh Et 8 9208 90 )
10” tBu 87 >99:1 92 =)
COR
NO,
tBu
1187 Et 84 91:09 90 =)
COR
NO,
Br
1287 Et 82  91:09 90 =)
COR
NO,
Cl
1387 Et 87  91:09 90 =)
COR
NO,
F
1487 Et 88 92:08 90 =)
15" tBu 98  96:04 88 =)
COR
NO,
F;C
16 Et 90  91:09 94 =Y
17¢* 0N Et 81 9307 95 ()
COR
NO,
187 F Et 51 90:10 32 =)

CO,R

les| es]
"y
&
Z,
o
]

28
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TABLE 2-continued

o

[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation
of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”

Yield ee
Entry Cyclopropane R [%]® Z/E [%]?  [a]®

Me
COR
NO,

208 tBu 45 92:08 =80"  (-)
Et COR

Et 708 94:06 83 =)

NO,
217 tBu 43 92:08 =86  (+)
Ph COR
NO,
2277 Et 42 5347 88 =)
0
M COR
0 NO;
237 Et 62  56:44 88 =)
0
B CO,R
0 NO;
2477 Me Et 92 6337 75 =)
N
Me” \H/<]vCOZR
0 NO,

“Performed in n-hexane at RT for 24 h under N, using [Co(P1)] 1 mol % with 1.0 equiv of alkene 0.25 M and
1.2 equiv of NDA.
PTsolated yields.

“Determined by NMR.

ee of Z isomer determined by HPLC using a chiral stationary phase.

°Sign of optical rotation.

f[lS,ZS] absolute configuration determined by X-ray crystal structural analysis and optical rotation.
80°C. - RT.

45 mol %.

JIn CyH,Cly.

"Determined by NMR.

Alkene/NDA = 5:1; 48 h.

™No solvent; 48 h.

"ee of Z isomer determined by chiral HPLC via derivatization.

TABLE S2

[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation
of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”

yield ee
entry cyclopropane R [%]° cisttrans®  [%]¢  [a]°

1 Me <5 89:11 78 ()
¥ Me 71 89:11 75 ()
3 CO:R Et 87 92:08 89 (-)
480 NO Et 93 92:08 92 (=)
5 2 i-Pr 36 92:08 9 (=)
6 t-Bu 91  >99:1 91 ()
75 tBu 58  >99:1 94 (=)
88" tBu 97  >99:1 94 (=)

30
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TABLE S2-continued

[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation
of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”

yield ee
entry cyclopropane R [%]° cistrans®  [%]¢  [a]°
9 Et 70 90:10 88  (-)
1087 Et 86 93:07 90 (=)
11" COR tBu 90  >99:1 92 ()
NO,
Me
12 Et 49 91:09 88  (-)
137 Me Et 95 93:07 87 ()
1487 COR Et a1 96:04 91 (-)
NO,
15 Me Et 47 90:10 89 (=)
16’ Et 81 87:13 88 (-)
1787 Et 82 92:08 91 =)

CO,R
NO,

Pt

18 Et 79 92:08 88
2087

=)

Et =)

COR Et 83 92:08 9 (=)

217 ©

tBu 87  >99:1 92
0, .

S
Z ;

tBu

22
38R

Et 75 91:09 87 ()
Et 84 91:09 20 (=)
COR By 91 98:02 82 ()

oy

N
N
B
w
Z
o
]
1 1

25 Et 81 89:11 88 ()
Bt 8  91:09 90 ()

CO.R

[\e]
@
5
0
Z
L
i

27 Et 55 92:08 88 ()
287 Et 82 90:10 86 ()
2087 COR g g7 91:09 20 (=)
NO,
F
30 Et 84 90:10 89 ()
3187 Et 88 92:08 90 (=)
30k CO:R tBu 98 96:04 88 (o)
NO,
F3C
33 Et 90 91:09 94 (=Y
3487 O,N Et 81 93:07 95 (=Y
35" COR t+Bu 95 98:02 78 ()
NO,
36 F Et 165 >99:1 83 -
374 Et 51 90:10 82

CO,R

les| es]
"y
&
Z,
o
]
o~
Ll
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[Co(P1)]-Catalyzed Diastereo- and Enantioselective Cyclopropanation
of Different Alkenes with a-Nitro-Diazoacetates.”

yield ee
entry cyclopropane R [%]° cisttrans®  [%]¢  [a]°
38 Me Et 70 94:06 83 ()
COR
NO,
397 Et 56 60:40 707 (=)
407m t-Bu 45 92:08 80" ()
Et CO,R
NO,
41%m Et 47 60:40 69 ()
42mm t-Bu 43 92:08 86"  (+)
Ph CO,R
NO,
437 Et 41 33:67 80 ()
44h2 O Et 49 53:47 8 (-
45 Me COR Et 42 53:47 88 (=)
O NO,
46" Et 62 56:44 88 ()
0
B CO,R
§) NO,
47" Me, Et 92 63:37 3G
N
Me CO,R
5] NO,

“Performed in n-hexane at RT for 24 husing 1 mol % [Co(P1)] under N, with 1.0 equiv of alkene and 1.2 equiv

of NDA. [alkene] = 0.25 M.
*Tsolated yields.

Cis: Trans ratio determined by NMR.

d(Z) isomer ee determined by chiral HPLC.

°Sign of optical rotation.

f[lS,ZS] absolute configuration by X-ray crystal structural analysis and optical rotation.
20°C.to RT.

%5 mol %.

2 mol %.

In CH,Cl.

NMR yield.

Alkene:NDA = 5:1; 48 h.

™Neat; 48 h.

™(Z) isomer ee determined by chiral HPLC via derivatization.
“In CgH5ClL.

ZIn CH,Cly.

General Considerations. All reactions were carried out
under a nitrogen atmosphere in oven-dried glassware follow-
ing standard Schlenk techniques. Hexane (Reagent Plus,
Z99%) was used directly from Sigma-Aldrich Chemical Co.
Chlorobenzene was distilled under nitrogen from calcium
hydride. a-Nitro-diazoacetates were synthesized following
the reported procedure. (Charette et al., Helv. Chim. Acta
2002, 85, 4468.) Thin layer chromatography was performed
on Merck TLC plates (silica gel 60 F254). Flash column 60
chromatography was performed with ICN silica gel (60 A,
230-400 mesh, 32-63 um). Proton and carbon nuclear mag-
netic resonance spectra ("HNMR and '>’NMR ) were recorded
on a Bruker 250-MHz instrument and referenced with respect
to internal TMS standard. HPL.C measurements were carried 65
out on a Shimadzu HPLC system with Whelk-O1, Chiralcel
OD-H, OJ-H, and AD-H columns. Infrared spectra were mea-

55

sured with a Nicolet Avatar 320 spectrometer with a Smart
Miracle accessory. HRMS data was obtained on an Agilent
1100 LC/MS ESI/TOF mass spectrometer with electrospray
ionization.

General Procedures for Cyclopropanation of Styrene.
Catalyst (1 mol %) was placed in an oven-dried, resealable
Schlenk tube. The tube was capped with a Teflon screwcap,
evacuated, and backfilled with nitrogen. The screwcap was
replaced with a rubber septum, and 1.0 equivalent of styrene
(0.25 mmol) in 1.0 ml, Hexane was added via syringe, fol-
lowed by 1.2 equivalents of diazo compound (0.30 mmol).
The tube was purged with nitrogen for 1 min and its contents
were stirred at room temperature. After the reaction finished,
the resulting mixture was concentrated and the residue was
purified by flash silica gel chromatography to give the prod-
uct.
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CO>Me

Methyl 1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[a]*°,==52.6 (c=0.52, CHCl,). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.26-7.13 (m, 5H), 3.83 (s, 3H), 3.42 (t,J=9.5 Hz,
1H),2.61 (dd,J,=7.0Hz,J,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.97 (dd,J,=7.0Hz,
1,=10.0 Hz, 1H). '*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 3 165.9,
131.3,128.7,128.7, 128.3, 53.8,33.9, 20.1. IR (neat, cm™"):
1741,1544,1438,1293,1152. HRMS (EST) ([M+H]*) Calcd.
for C,,H,,NO,: 222.0766, Found 222.0761. HPLC analysis:
ee=75%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL./min)
[Z]-isomer: t =8.7 min, t =10.7 min.

major 3 ‘minor

CO,Ft
NO,

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[a]*°,=-56.4 (c=0.67, CHCl,). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 87.26-7.15 (m, SH), 4.33 (m, 2H), 3.40 (t, J=9.8 Hz,
1H),2.60(dd,J,=6.8 Hz, J,=9.0Hz, 1H), 1.94 (dd,J,=7.0Hz,
1,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.27 (t, J=7.3 Hz, 3H). "*C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): § 165.4, 131.5, 128.7, 128.6, 128.4, 72.7,
63.3, 33.7, 20.0, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™"): 1743, 1542, 1295,
1151. HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]*) Caled. for C,,H,,NO,:
236.0923, Found 236.0921. HPLC analysis: ee=88%. OD-H
(95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer:
t =6.8 min, t =8.3 min.

major 3 ‘minor

CO,Pr
NO,

iso-Pro]Ooyl 1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxylate:
[Z]-: [a]*°,==53.8 (c=0.34, CHCL,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 87.25-7.13 (m, SH), 5.12 (m, 1H), 3.39 (t, J=9.5 Hz,
1H),2.59(dd,J,=7.0Hz,J,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.92 (dd,J,=7.0Hz,
1,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.27-1.24 (m, 6H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,):0164.8,131.5,128.7,128.6,128.3,71.5,33.4,21.7,
21.5,19.9. IR (neat, cm™"): 1718, 1540, 1285, 1152. HRMS
(ESD) (IM+H]*") Caled. for C,3H, ,NO,: 250.1079, Found
250.1069. HPLC analysis: ee=90%. OD-H (95% hexanes:

5% isopropanol, 1.0 mI./min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,=5.6 min,
i, —0-7 MiN.
CO,BU!
NO,

t-Butyl 1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[]*°,=—47.4 (c=0.16, CHCL,). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.25-7.13 (m, 5H), 3.33 (1, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.53
(dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.0 Hz, 1H), 1.87 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.5
Hz, 1H), 1.46 (s, 9H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): §
164.1, 131.8, 128.7, 128.5, 128.3, 84.8, 33.0, 27.9, 19.7. IR
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(neat, cm™"): 1726, 1538, 1260, 1145. HRMS (ESI) ([M+
NH,]") Calcd. for C,,H,,N,0,: 281.1501, Found 281.1494.
HPLC analysis: ee=91%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopro-

papol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,,~4.8 min, t,, =58
min.
Zn/HCl(aq.)
i1
COBY 5 07 Cort,
NO,
PhCOCVTEA
z
COBE oM, 0° Cort
NH,
CO,Bu’
NHCOPh

Ph >A<NHCOPh

H CO,Bu-t

(Z)-t-butyl 1-benzamido-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxy-
late: (The reduction step followed the literature; Wurz R. P.,
Charette A. B., J. Org. Chem. 2004, 69, 1262-1269.) Cooled
by ice water, [Z]-tert-Butyl 1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropan-
ecarboxylate (29 mg, 0.11 mmol, 91% ee) was dissolved in
2.2 ml. of i-PrOH and treated with 1 N HC1 (1.1 mL, 10
equiv). Zinc dust (145 mg, 2.2 mmol, 20 equiv) was added in
one portion and the solution allowed stirring for 2 h at room
temperature. The suspension was quenched by addition of a
saturated solution of NaHCO; (5§ mL). The aqueous phase
was extracted with dichloromethane (5 mL 3), the combined
organic extracts were dried over anhydrous MgSO,, and fil-
tered, and concentrate the solvent to about 2.0 ml under
reduced pressure. Then cooled by ice-water, to the about
DCM solution, 45 pl. Et;N was added, followed by 30 pL
PhCOCI, and the solution allowed to stir for 1 h at room
temperature. The resulting solution was quenched by addition
of water (2 drops), remove the solvent and water at 40° C.
under reduced pressure. The crude residue was then chro-
matographed on silica gel pretreated with 1:3 EtOAc/hex-
anes, affording the corresponding product (36 mg, 97%).
[Z]-: [e]*° 5==25.2 (c=0.385, CHCl). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.41-7.18 (m, 10H), 5.86 (s, br, 1H), 2.88 (t, J=8.5
Hz, 1H),2.20(dd, J,=6.0Hz, J,=9.5 Hz, 1H), 1.75 (dd, J,=6.0
Hz, J,=7.5 Hz, 1H), 1.40 (s, 9H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,): d 170.6, 168.4, 134.7, 134.4, 131.6, 128.7, 128.6,
128.5,127.5,126.8,81.9,39.8,32.2,28.1, 20.9. HRMS (ESI)
(IM+H]*) Caled. for 0O,,H,,NO;: 338.1756, Found
338.1754. HPLC analysis: ee=83%. AD-H (95% hexanes:

5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,;,,=19.0 min,
o, —27-0 min.
CO,Et
NO,
Ethyl  2-(4-t-butylphenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-

late: [Z]- [c]?°p=-53.3. (c=0.86, CHCL,). "H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,): § 7.25 (d, 1=8.5 Hz, 2H), 7.07 (d, ]=8.5 Hz,
2H), 4.33-4.23 (m, 2H), 3.37 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.58 (dd,
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J,=7.0 Hz, 1,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.93 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.8 Hz,
1H), 1.27 (t, J=7.3 Hz, 3H), 1.20 (s, 9H). *C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): § 165.5, 151.6, 128.3, 128.0, 125.7, 72.7,
63.2,34.6,33.6,31.3,20.1, 14.0. IR (neat, cm~!): 1740, 1548,
1378, 1294, 1155. HRMS (ESD) ([M+H]") Caled. for 5
C,H,,NO,: 292.1549, Found 292.1552. HPLC analysis:
ee=88%. OD-H (98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 1.0

ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,=6.7 min, t,,,,,,,~7.5 min.
10
COsFt
NO,
15
Ethyl 1-nitro-2-p-tolylcyclopropanecarboxylate:

[]*°,=—43.9. (c=1.24, CHCl;). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 87.20-7.03 (m, 4H), 4.28-4.25 (m, 2H), 3.37 (1,
J=9.5Hz, 1H), 2.57 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=10.5 Hz, 1H), 2.23 (s,
3H), 1.92 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.26 (t, J=7.3 Hz,
3H). 1*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 165.4, 138.5, 129.4,
128.4, 128.2, 72.7, 63.2, 33.6, 21.2, 20.0, 14.0. IR (neat,
cem™h): 1736, 1543, 1290, 1151. HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]*)
Caled. for C,3H,(NO,: 250.1079, Found 250.1093. HPLC
analysis: ee=88%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0
ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t =5.7 min, t =6.5 min.

major 3 ‘minor

20

25

30
CO,Et

NO,

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-m-tolylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-: =
[]*,==51.8. (c=0.97, CHCl;). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 87.18-6.91 (m, 4H), 4.32-4.23 (m, 2H), 3.36 (1,
J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.58 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, ],=9.3 Hz, 1H), 2.24 (s,
3H), 1.93 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.26 (t, J=7.2 Hz,
3H). '*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8165.4, 138.4, 1313, %
129.5,129.2,128.6,125.2,72.7, 63.2,33.8, 21.4, 20.0, 14.0.
IR (neat, cm™"): 1740, 1547, 1295, 1154. HRMS (ESI) (M+
H]*) Caled. for C,3H,(NO,: 250.1079, Found 250.1081.
HPLC analysis: ee=88%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopro-
panol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t =5.6 min, t =6.6 ¥

major 3 ‘minor
min.

50
CO,Et
NO,

55
Ethyl 1-nitro-2-o-tolylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[@]*»,=—14.3. (c=0.54, CHCl;). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.19-6.99 (m, 4H), 4.30 (q, J=7.0 Hz, 2H), 3.38 (t,
J=9.8 Hz, 1H), 2.71 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, ],=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.31 (s,

3H), 1.92 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.28 (t, I=7.2 Hz, 60
3H). 1*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): & 165.4, 139.1, 130.3,
129.6,128.8, 127.3,126.0,71.9, 63.2,32.7, 19.5, 19.4, 14.0.
IR (neat, cm™): 1726, 1539, 1300, 1160. HRMS (ESI) ([M+
H]*) Caled. for C,3H,(NO,: 250.1079, Found 250.1085.

HPLC analysis: ee=89%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopro- 65
panol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t =6.4 min, t =7.2

major 3 ‘minor
min.
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CO,Bt

NO,
F5C

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(4-(trifluoromethyl)phenyl)cyclopropan-
ecarboxylate: [Z]-: [a]*° ,=—43.9. (c=1.24, CHCL,). '"HNMR
(250 MHz, CDC1,): 8 7.52-7.25 (m, 4H), 4.35-4.24 (m, 2H),
3.43 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.61 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.3 Hz, 1H),
2.00 (dd, J,=7.3 Hz, J,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.27 (t, J=7.0 Hz, 3H).
13CNMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 164.9, 135.6, 130.5, 128.8,
125.7, 121.8, 72.6, 63.5, 32.8, 20.0, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™):
1744, 1549, 1326, 1127. HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]") Calcd. for
C,5H,;F;NO,: 304.0797, Found 304.0794. HPLC analysis:
ee=89%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL./min)

[Z]-isomer: t,,,,,,=7.3 min, t,,,,,~8.1 min.
0,N
CO,Et
NO,

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(3-nitrophenyl)cyclopropane-carboxylate:
[Z]-: [e]*°;==57.5. (c=0.48, CHCL,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 6 8.13-8.06 (m, 2H), 7.52-7.41 (m, 2H), 4.36-4.26
(m, 2H), 3.48 (t, J=9.3 Hz, 1H), 2.66 (dd, J,=7.3 Hz, J,=9.0
Hz, 1H), 2.05 (s, 3H), 1.93 (dd, J,=7.3 Hz, ],=9.7 Hz, 1H),
1.29 (t, J=7.0 Hz, 3H). >C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): §
164.7, 148.3, 134.5, 133.7, 129.8, 123.7, 123.7, 72.4, 63.7,
32.4, 19.9, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™"): 1729, 1540, 1348, 1145.
HRMS (ESI) (IM+H]*) Calcd. for C,,H,;N,O: 281.0774,
Found 281.0771. HPLC analysis: ee=94%. OD-H (95% hex-
anes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t =16.5
min, t,,,,,,=20.2 min.

X-Ray data for [Z]-Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(3-nitrophenyl)cyclo-
propanecarboxylate: The X-ray intensities were measured
using Bruker-APEX2 area-detector CCD diffractometer
(CuKa, A=1.54178 A). Indexing was performed using
APEX2. Frames were integrated with SAINT V7.51A soft-
ware package. Absorption correction was performed by
multi-scan method implemented in SADABS. The structure
was solved using SHELXS-97 and refined using SHELXL.-
97 contained in SHELXTL v6.10 and WinGX v1.70.01 pro-
grams packages. The X-ray Crystal data and refinement con-
ditions are shown in Table S3.

major

TABLE S3

Crystal data and structure refinement for [Z]-Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(3-
nitrophenyl)-cyclopropanecarboxylate.

Empirical formula CLH[bN,Of

Formula weight 280.24

Temperature 296(2) K

Wavelength 1.54178 A

Crystal system Monoclinic

Space group P2(1)

Unit cell dimensions a=7.493(2) A, a =90.00;

b=9.953(3) A, p = 105.544;
¢ =8.579(2) A,y = 90.00

Volume 616.4(3) A3
Z 2

Density (calculated) 1.510 Mg/m®
Absorption coefficient 1.057 mm™!
F(000) 292
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TABLE S3-continued

Crystal data and structure refinement for [Z]-Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(3-
nitrophenyl)-cyclopropanecarboxylate.

0.23 x 0.20 x 0.18 mm?
5.35 to 66.54°
-8 <=h<=8,-11 <=k <=11,

Crystal size
Theta range for data collection
Index ranges

-10<=1<=10
Reflections collected 5151
Independent reflections 2063 [R(int) = 0.0398]
Completeness to theta = 66.54 97.1%
Absorption correction None

0.8326 and 0.7931

Full-matrix least-squares on F2
2063/1/183

1.064

R1=0.0311, wR2 = 0.0789
R1=0.0320, wR2 = 0.0794
0.30(19)

0.0176(15)

0.145 and -0.154 73

Max. and min. transmission
Refinement method
Data/restraints/parameters
Goodness-of-fit on F2

Final R indices [I > 2sigma(I)]
R indices (all data)

Absolute structure parameter
Extinction coefficient

Largest diff, peak and hole

CO,Et
NO,

Ethyl  2-(4-fluorophenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: [a]*°5==50.2. (c=0.72, CHCL,). '"H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,):$7.19-7.11 (m, 2H), 6.97-6.90 (m, 2H), 4.33-
4.24 (m, 2H), 3.37 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.56 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz,
J,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.95 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.7 Hz, 1H), 1.27 (1,
J=7.2 Hz, 3H). '*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): § 165.2,
130.2, 127.2, 115.8, 100.0, 72.5, 63.3, 32.9, 20.1, 14.0. IR
(neat, cm™'): 1740, 1546, 1294, 1159. HRMS (ESI) ([M+
H]*) Caled. for C,,H, ,FNO,: 254.0829, Found 254.0827.
HPLC analysis: ee=88%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopro-

panol, 1.0 m[/min) [Z] isomer: t,,,,,,=6.8 min, t,,,,,=7.4
min.
CO,Et
NO,

Cl

Ethyl  2-(4-chlorophenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: [a]*°,==60.6. (c=1.20, CHCL,). "H NMR (250
MHz, CDC13,): 8 7.23-7.07 (m, 4H), 4.33-4.23 (m, 2H), 3.36
(t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.56 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, ],=9.0 Hz, 1H), 1.96
(dd, J,=7.0 Hz, 1,=9.7 Hz, 1H), 1.27 (t, I=7.0 Hz, 3H). '°C
NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 165.1, 130.0, 129.7, 129.0,
72.5, 63.4, 32.4, 20.0, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™): 1741, 1546,
1291, 1153. HRMS (ESD) ([M+H]") Caled. for
C,,H,,CINO,: 270.0533, Found 270.0529. HPLC analysis:
ee=88%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL./min)
[Z]-isomer: t =7.2 min, t =7.9 min.

major 3 ‘minor

CO,Et
NO,
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40

Ethyl  2-(4-bromophenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: [a]*°p,==54.5. (c=0.75, CHCl,). '"H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,): § 7.37 (d, J=7.2 Hz, 2H), 7.02 (d, J=7.2 Hz,
2H), 4.33-4.24 (m, 2H), 3.34 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.55 (dd,
J,=7.0 Hz, 1,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.96 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.7 Hz,
1H), 1.27 (t,J=7.2 Hz, 3H). "*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,):
8 165.1, 131.9, 129.7, 130.5, 130.0, 122.9, 72.4, 63.4, 32.9,
20.0, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™"): 1740, 1547, 1292, 1156. HRMS
(ESD) (IM+H]*) Caled. for C,,H, ;BrNO,: 314.0028, Found
314.0026. HPLC analysis: ee=87%. OD-H (95% hexanes:

5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,=7.7 min,
inor,=8.6 min.
F
F
CO,Et
NO,
F F
F
Ethyl 1-nitro-2-(perfluorophenyl)cyclopropanecarboxy-

late: [Z]-: [a]*°p=—43.6. (c=0.29, CHCl,). '"H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,): § 4.37-4.28 (m, 2H), 3.17 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H),
2.82 (dd, J,=7.5 Hz, J,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 2.14 (dd, J,=7.3 Hz,
1,=10.3 Hz, 1H), 1.30 (t, J=7.0 Hz, 3H). '*C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): § 69.9, 63.8,22.9,20.7, 14.0. IR (neat, cm™):
1751, 1504, 1380, 1129, 952. HRMS (ESI) (IM+H]") Calcd.
for C,,H,FNO,: 326.0452, Found 326.0451. HPLC analy-
sis: ee=82%. OD-H (98% hexanes: 2% isopropanol, 1.0
ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t =7.6 min, t =8.2 min.

major 3 ‘minor

Me CO,Et

NO,

Ethyl  2-methyl-1-nitro-2-phenylcyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: "H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1,): § 7.23-7.209 (m,
5H), 430 (q,J=7.3 Hz, 2H), 2.65 (d, J=7.0 Hz, 1H), 1.867 (d,
J=7.0 Hz, 1H), 1.59 (s, 3H), 1.29 (1, ]=7.3 Hz, 3H). >C NMR
(62.5 MHz, CDC1,): & 164.0, 138.21, 128.7, 128.2, 127.9,
75.3,62.9, 40.4, 26.3,23.7, 14.1. [E]-isomer: "H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,): 8 7.28-7.19 (m, 5H), 3.87-3.78 (m, 2H), 2.34
(d, J=6.7 Hz, 1H), 2.07 (d, I=6.7 Hz, 1H), 1.45 (s, 3H), 0.79
(t, J=7.3 Hz, 3H). '*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC13): 8 163.6,
139.1,128.6,127.8,127.7,76.2, 62.5,39.2,26.3, 25.0, 13.5.
HPLC ([Z]-) analysis: ee=83%. OD-H (98% hexanes: 2%
isopropanol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t =8.2 min, t,,,-
nor=10.3 min.

major

CO,Bu’
NO,

t-Butyl 1-nitro-2-p-tolylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[]*°,=49.2 (c=0.10, CHCL). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.18-7.03 (m, 4H), 3.29 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H), 2.50
(dd, J,=7.0Hz, 1,=9.0 Hz, 1H), 2.33 (s, 3H), 1.84 (dd, J,=7.0
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Hz, J,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.45 (s, 9H). '*C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,):0164.2,138.3,129.4,128.7,128.2,84.7,73.4,32.9,
27.9,21.2,19.7. 1R (neat, cm™'): 1734, 1543, 1143. HRMS
(ESI) IM+NH,]") Calcd. for C, sH,;N,0,: 295.1658, Found
295.1663. HPLC analysis: ee=92%. OJ-H (98.5% hexanes:
1.5% isopropanol, 0.8 mL/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,;,,~14.2 min,
t =23.3 min.

minor

CO,BY!

NO,
Br

t-Butyl 2-(4-bromophenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: [a]*°,=—-49.5 (c=0.60, CHCL,). 'H NMR (250
MHz, CDC15): § 7.88-7.01 (m, 4H), 3.27 (t, J=9.5 Hz, 1H),
2.49 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.0 Hz, 1H), 1.87 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz,
1,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.46 (s, 9H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,):8163.8,131.9,130.8,130.0,122.7,85.0,73.1,32.2,
27.9, 19.6. IR (neat, cm™"): 1735, 1543, 1141. HRMS (ESI)
(IM+NH,]") Caled. for C, ,H,,BrN,O,: 359.0606, Found
359.0598. HPLC analysis: ee=82%. OJ-H (98.5% hexanes:

1.5% isopropanol, 0.8 mL/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,;,,~16.2 min,
Uino,—23.4 min.
CO,BYf
NO,
F;C
t-Butyl  1-nitro-2-(4-(trifluoromethyl)-phenyl)cyclopro-

panecarboxylate: [Z]-: [a]*°p,=—43.5 (c=0.75, CHCL,). 'H
NMR (250 MHz, CDC15): 8 7.50 (d, J=8.3 Hz, 2H), 7.27 (d,
J=8.3 Hz, 2H), 3.35 (1, J=9.3 Hz, 1H), 2.55 (dd, J,=7.3 Hz,
J,=9.0 Hz, 1H), 1.92 (dd, J,=7.0 Hz, J,=9.7 Hz, 1H), 1.47 (s,
9H). °C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 163.7, 135.9, 128.8,
125.7, 125.6, 85.2, 73.2, 32.2, 27.9, 19.7. IR (neat, cm™):
1735, 1543, 1141. HRMS (ESI) ([M+NH,]*) Calcd. for
C,sH,,F;N,0,:349.1375, Found 349.1341. HPLC analysis:
ee=88%. OJ-H (98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 0.8
ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,,=11.4 min, t =13.0 min.

3 ‘minor

0,N
CO,BY!

NO,

t-Butyl  1-nitro-2-(3-nitrophenyl)cyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: [a]*°5=—41.8 (¢=0.31, CHCL,). '"H NMR (250
MHz, CDC15): 8 8.13-8.06 (m, 2H), 7.51-7.41 (m, 2H), 3.40
(t,J=9.3 Hz, 1H), 2.63-2.56 (m, 1H), 2.01-1.94 (m, 1H), 1.48
(s, 9H). *CNMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 163.4,148.3, 134 4,
134.1, 129.7, 123.7, 123.6, 85.4, 73.1, 31.8, 27.9, 19.6. IR
(neat, cm™'): 1735, 1530, 1347, 1140. HRMS (ESI) ([M+
NH,]") Calcd. for C,,H,,N;O4: 326.1352, Found 326.1346.
HPLC analysis: ee=78%. AD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopro-
panol, 1.0 ml/min) [Z]-isomer: t =7.4 min, t =8.1

major 3 ‘minor
min.
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CO,BY!
NO,

t-Butyl 2-(4-t-butylphenyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-isomer: [c]*°,=-55.4 (c=0.98, CHCL,). 'H NMR
(250 MHz, CDC1,): § 7.26-7.05 (m, 4H), 3.29 (t, J=9.5 Hz,
1H),2.51(dd, J,=7.0Hz,J,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.85(dd, J,=7.0Hz,
1,=10.0 Hz, 1H), 1.46 (s, 9H), 1.21 (s, 9H). *C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): § 164.2, 151.4, 128.7, 128.0, 125.6, 84.7,
73.4,34.6,32.9,31.3,27.9,19.8. IR (neat,cm™"): 1733, 1542,
1144. HRMS (ESI) ([M+Na]*) Calcd. for C, H,sNNaO,:
342.1681, Found 342.1668. HPLC analysis: ee=92%. OJ-H
(98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 0.8 ml./min) [Z]-isomer:
tgjor=10.0 min, t,,.. ,,=16.0 min.

General Procedures for Cyclopropanation of Aliphatic
Olefin. Catalyst (5 mol %) was placed in an oven-dried,
resealable Schlenk tube. The tube was capped with a Teflon
screwcap, evacuated, and backfilled with nitrogen. The
screwcap was replaced with a rubber septum, and 1.0 mL
aliphatic olefin was added via syringe, followed by 0.25
mmol diazo compound. The tube was purged with nitrogen
for 1 min and its contents were stirred at room temperature.
After the reaction finished, the resulting mixture was concen-
trated and the residue was purified by flash silica gel chroma-
tography to give the product.

P‘__,A<NOZ
C4Hy CO.Et

Ethyl 2-butyl-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]- and
[E]-isomers are inseparable. [E]-: 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDC1,): 6 431-4.20 (m, 2H), 2.40-2.32 (m, 2H), 1.65-1.56
(m, 2H), 1.29-1.23 (m, 10H), 0.85-0.82 (m, 3H). [Z]-: 'H
NMR (250 MHz, CDC1,): & 4.31-4.20 (m, 2H), 2.06-2.02
(m, 2H), 1.83-1.76 (m, 2H), 1.29-1.23 (m, 10H), 0.85-0.82
(m, 3H). [Z]- and [E]-mixture: *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl1,): 8 166.1, 163.6, 71.5, 70.6, 62.9, 62.7, 30.6, 30.4,
30.4,29.3,27.6,23.2,22.4,22.3,22.2,14.0,14.0,13.9,13.9.
HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]") Caled. for C, H,{NO,: 216.1236,
Found 216.1215.

R NO,
PhCOCL/TEA

I
/A<COZB“ DCM, 0° Crt.

R NH, R

Zn/HCl(Con.)
_— -
i-PrOH, 0° C.-rt.

NHCOPh

General Procedures for Reduction and Amidation of Ali-
phatic Nitro-Cyclopropane: (The reduction step followed the
literature; Wurz R. P, Charette A. B., J. Org. Chem. 2004, 69,
1262-1269.) Cooled by ice water, Ethyl 2-butyl-1-nitrocyclo-
propanecarboxylate (0.10 mmol) was dissolved in 2.0 mL of
i-PrOH and treated with concentrated HCI (1.1 mL, 10
equiv). Zinc dust (130 mg, 2.0 mmol, 20 equiv) was added in
one portion and the solution allowed stirring for 2 h at room
temperature. The suspension was quenched by addition of a



US 8,110,699 B2

43

saturated solution of NaHCO; (4 mL). The aqueous phase
was extracted with dichloromethane (4 m[.x3), the combined
organic extracts were dried over anhydrous MgSO,, and fil-
tered, and concentrate the solvent to about 1.0-2.0 ml under
reduced pressure. Then cooled by ice-water, to the about
DCM solution, 40 pl. Et;N was added, followed by 27 ul.
PhCOCI, and the solution allowed to stir for 1 h at room
temperature. The resulting solution was quenched by addition
of water (2 drops), remove the solvent and water at 40° C.
under reduced pressure. The crude residue was then chro-
matographed on silica gel pretreated with 1:3 EtOAc/hex-
anes, affording the product.

H >A<NHCOPh

C4Hg CO,Et

Ethyl 1-benzamido-2-butylcyclopropanecarboxylate:
[E]-: [a]*°,=8.9 (c=0.17, CHCl,). 'H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.72-7.68 (m, 2H), 7.45-7.19 (m, 3H), 6.59 (s, br,
1H), 4.16-4.10 (m, 2H), 1.60-0.84 (m, 17H). 1*C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): d 171.1, 168.2, 134.2, 131.7, 128.6, 127.0,
61.3, 38.6, 31.5, 31.4, 26.8, 23.0, 22.5, 14.3, 14.1. HRMS
(ESD) (IM+H]*") Caled. for C,,H,,NO;: 290.1756, Found
290.1753. HPLC analysis: ee=15%. OD-H (95% hexanes:
5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [E]-isomer: t =15.4 min,

t =19.8 min.
C4Ho >A<NHCOPh

major
H COsEt

minor

Ethyl 1-benzamido-2-butylcyclopropanecarboxylate:
[Z]-: [e]*° ,==10.7 (c=0.375, CHCl,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.73-7.70 (m, 2H), 7.46-7.19 (m, 3H), 6.40 (s, br,
1H), 4.12-4.04 (m, 2H), 1.76-0.82 (m, 17H). **C NMR (62.5
MHz, CDC1,): § 172.6, 168.9, 134.4, 131.8, 128.76, 127.0,
61.4,37.9, 31.4, 28.4, 28.1, 23.0, 22.5, 14.2, 14.1. HRMS
(ESD) (IM+H]*") Caled. for C,,H,,NO;: 290.1756, Found
290.1754. HPLC analysis: ee=70%. OD-H (95% hexanes:
5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,,,=14.3 min,
t =17.1 min.

major
/A<NOZ
PhCH,CHy CO,Bt

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-phenethylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [E]-:
[0]*°,;=-4.4 (¢=0.19, CHCL,). "H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1,):
8 7.23-7.08 (m, 5H), 4.28-4.23 (m, 2H), 2.71-2.65 (m, 2H),
2.43-2.30 (m, 1H), 1.82-1.76 (m, 2H), 1.59-1.50 (m, 2H),
1.29-1.23 (m, 3H). >C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 163.6,
140.5, 128.6, 128.4, 126.3,70.5, 62.9, 34.7, 29.8, 23.0, 14.0.
HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]*) Calcd. for C,,H,;NO,: 264.1236,
Found 264.1215. HPLC analysis: ee=14%. OD-H (95% hex-

anes: 5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [E]-isomer: t,,,,,,=10.2
min, t,,,,,~11.8 min.
PhCHZCHZ\A<NOZ

CO,Et

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

44

Ethyl 1-nitro-2-phenethylcyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-:
[a]?°,=2.3 (c=0.385, CHCl,). "H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1,):
8 7.22-7.07 (m, 5H), 4.25-4.17 (m, 2H), 2.72-2.66 (m, 2H),
2.10-2.03 (m, 1H), 1.76-1.70 (m, 2H), 1.64-1.50 (m, 2H),
1.26-1.20 (m, 3H). 1*C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): § 165.9,
140.5, 128.6, 128.5, 126.3,71.5, 63.0, 34.4, 30.3, 28.7,22.2,
14.0. HRMS (ESI) (IM+H]") Caled. for C,H;NO,:
264.1236, Found 264.1197. HPLC analysis: ee=69%. OJ-H
(98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [Z]-isomer:
t =26.2 min, t =33.1 min.

major 3 ‘minor

CaH, >A<No2

H CO,Bu-t

t-Butyl 2-butyl-1-nitrocyclopropanecarboxylate: [Z]-: 'H
NMR (250 MHz, CDC15): § 2.00-1.93 (m, 1H), 1.72-1.66
(m, 1H), 1.53-1.50 (m, 2H), 1.45-1.25 (m, 14H), 0.82 (t,J=7.0
Hz, 3H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): § 164.8,84.2,72.2,
30.5, 28.7, 28.0, 27.9, 22.3, 22.0, 13.9. HRMS (ESI) ([M+
NH,]") Calcd. for C,,H,N,O,: 261.1814, Found 261.1771.

CaH, >A<NHCOPh

H CO,Bu-t

t-Butyl  1-benzamido-2-butylcyclopropanecarboxylate:
[Z]-: [@]*°5==10.7 (c=0.49, CHCl,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 7.72-7.69 (m, 2H), 7.44-7.33 (m, 3H), 6.38 (s, br,
1H), 1.67-1.65 (m, 3H), 1.40-1.24 (m, 14H), 0.86-0.81 (m,
4H). >C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): 8 171.6, 168.9, 134.7,
131.6, 128.6, 127.0, 81.3, 38.6, 31.5, 28.1, 28.0, 28.0, 27.8,
22.5, 14.1. HRMS (ESI) ([M+Na]") Calcd. for
C,sH,,NaNO;: 340.1889, Found 340.1885. HPLC analysis:
ee=80%. OD-H (95% hexanes: 5% isopropanol, 0.7 mL./min)

[Z]-isomer: t,,,,,=10.9 min, t,,,.,,=16.9 min.
PhCHZCHZ\A<NOZ
CO,Bu-t

t-Butyl 1-nitro-2-phenethylcyclopropanecarboxylate:
[Z]-: '"H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1,): & 7.21-7.07 (m, 5H),
2.73-2.65 (m, 2H), 1.98-1.95 (m, 1H), 1.74-1.65 (m, 2H),
1.55-1.32 (m, 11H). ">C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDC1,): § 164.7,
140.6,128.5,128.5,126.3, 84.45,72.1,34.5,30.3,28.0,27.9,
21.8. HRMS (ESID) ([M+NH4]") Caled. for C,H,3N,O,:
309.1814, Found 309.1778.

PhCHZCH2>A<NHCOPh

H CO,Bu-t

t-Butyl  1-benzamido-2-phenethylcyclopropanecarboxy-
late: [Z]-: []*° ,=21.8 (¢=0.90, CHC]l,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,):87.45-7.11 (m, 10H), 5.49 (s, br, 1H), 2.82-2.61 (m,
2H), 1.97-1.86 (m, 1H), 1.70-1.61 (m, 3H), 1.97-1.86 (m,
1H), 1.34 (s, 9H), 0.86-0.84 (m, 1H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,): d 171.4,169.0, 141.8, 134.6, 131.5, 128.9, 128.7,
128.4,127.0, 126.2, 81.2, 38.6, 35.8, 30.5, 28.0, 27.6, 22.3.
HRMS (ESI) ([M+H]*) Calcd. for C,;H,NO;: 366.2069,
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Found 366.2074. HPLC analysis: ee=86%. AD-H (98% hex-
anes: 2% isopropanol, 1.0 ml./min) [Z]-isomer: t =48.6
min, t,,,.,,=52.3 min.

General Procedures for Cyclopropanation of Electron
Deficient Olefin: Catalyst (5 mol %) was placed in an oven-
dried, resealable Schlenk tube. The tube was capped with a
Teflon screwcap, evacuated, and backfilled with nitrogen.
The screwcap was replaced with a rubber septum, and 1.25
mmol olefin (dissolve in 1.0 mL PhCl) was added via syringe,
followed by 0.25 mmol diazo compound. The tube was
purged with nitrogen for 1 min and its contents were stirred at
room temperature. After the reaction finished, the resulting
mixture was concentrated and the residue was purified by
flash silica gel chromatography to give the product. The [Z],
[E]-isomers can be separated by column.

minor

H NO,

MeO,C CO,Et

1-Ethyl 2-methyl 1-nitrocyclopropane-1,2-dicarboxylate:
[E]-: [@]*°,=7.0 (¢=0.115, CHCL,). '"H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 84.27(q,1=7.3 Hz, 2H), 3.69 (s, 3H), 3.11-3.03 (m,
1H), 2.17-2.11 (m, 1H), 1.28 (t, I=7.3 Hz, 3H). '*C NMR
(62.5 MHz, CDC15): 8 167.7, 160.7, 63.3, 53.0, 29.6, 21.0,
13.8. HRMS (ESD) ([M+H]*) Calcd. for CgH,,NOg:
218.0665,Found 218.0655. HPLC analysis: ee=29%. Whelk-
O1 (98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL/min) [E]-

isomer: t,,,,.,=12.7 min, t,,,,,,=15.5 min.
MeOZC>A<NOZ
H COsFt

1-Ethyl 2-methyl 1-nitrocyclopropane-1,2-dicarboxylate:
[Z]-: [a]*° 5=—40.8 (c=0.155, CHCl,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): § 4.31-4.21 (m, 2H), 3.69 (s, 3H), 2.83-2.70 (m,
1H), 2.45-2.39 (m, 1H), 1.98-1.90 (m, 1H), 1.29-1.22 (m,
3H). 13C NMR (62.5 MHz, CDCl1,): 8 167.3, 164.2, 64.0,
53.2,29.2,21.1, 13.9. HRMS (ESI) Caled. for C;H, ,NOq:
218.0665, Found 218.0649. HPLC analysis: ee=80%. Whelk-
O1 (98.5% hexanes: 1.5% isopropanol, 1.0 mL/min) [Z]-

isomer: t,,,,,,,~17.4 min, t,,,,,=20.2 min.
EtOZC>A<NOZ
H CO,Bt

1-Ethyl 2-ethyl 1-nitrocyclopropane-1,2-dicarboxylate:
[Z]-: [a]?°,==72.9 (c=0.45, CHCL,). "H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl,): 0 4.29-4.09 (m, 4H), 2.78 (dd, J,=8.3 Hz, J,=9.0 Hz,
1H),2.41 (dd,J,=6.5Hz,J,=7.8 Hz, 1H), 1.92 (dd,J,=6.3 Hz,
1,=9.3 Hz, 1H), 1.18-1.28 (m, 6H). >°C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,): 8 166.7, 164.3, 71.1, 63.9, 62.4, 29.4, 21.0, 14.0,
13.9. HPLC analysis: ee=88%. OJ-H (99.3% hexanes: 0.7%

isopropanol, 0.7 mL/min) [Z]-isomer: t,,,,=43.7 min,
tgjor=51.8 min.
H>A<NOZ
Me>NOC CO,Et
Ethyl  2-(dimethylcarbamoyl)-1-nitrocyclopropanecar-

boxylate: [Z)/[E] mixture ([Z]/[E]=63/37): [a]*°,=—1.65
(c=0.85, CHCL,). inseparable [Z]/[E] mixture: 'H NMR (250
MHz, CDC1,): [E]-: § 4.30-4.20 (m, 2H), 3.24-3.12 (m, 1H),
3.11 (s, 3H), 2.90 (s, 3H), 2.33-2.27 (m, 1H), 2.07-2.00 (m,
1H), 1.28-1.20 (m, 3H). [Z]-: & 4.30-4.20 (m, 2H), 3.11 (s,
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3H), 3.00-2.91 (m, 1H), 2.90 (s, 3H), 2.62-2.56 (m, 1H),
1.84-1.78 (m, 1H), 1.28-1.20 (m, 3H). *C NMR (62.5 MHz,
CDCl,): [Z] and [E] mixture: d 164.9, 164.8, 164.5, 161 .4,
70.9,70.6,63.8,63.0,37.4,37.4,36.2,35.9,29.4,228.7,20.6,
20.3, 13.9, 13.8. HPLC analysis: ee ([E])=22%. Whelk-O1
(95% hexanes: 5.0% isopropanol, 1.0 mL/min) [E]-isomer:
tgjor=44.8, min, 1,,,,,=58.0 min; [Z]-isomer: t =66.9
min, t,,,.,,=106.5 min.

The foregoing non-limiting examples are provided to illus-
trate the present invention. It should be appreciated by those
of'skill in the art that the techniques disclosed in the examples
that follow represent approaches the inventors have found
function well in the practice of the invention, and thus can be
considered to constitute examples of modes for its practice.
However, those of'skill in the art should, in light of the present
disclosure, appreciate that many changes can be made in the
specific embodiments that are disclosed and still obtain a like
or similar result without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention.

minor

What is claimed is:

1. A method for cyclopropanation of an olefin, the process
comprising treating an olefin with an electron acceptor sub-
stituted nitro diazo reagent in the presence of a chiral cobalt
(II) porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the olefin corresponds to
Formula 1

Formula 1

R, R

Ry R4

wherein R, R,, R;, and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the olefin is styrene,
substituted styrene, an a,fp-unsaturated ester, or an o,f-un-
saturated ketone.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein at least one of R, R,, R,
and R, is selected from the group consisting of phenyl, t-bu-
tylphenyl, tolyl, trifluoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl, fluo-
rophenyl, chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, pertluorophenyl,
butyl, phenyethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, and
dimethylcarbamoyl.

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the diazo reagent corre-
sponds to Formula 7

Formula 7

wherein R, is an electron acceptor.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein R, is selected from the
group consisting of an aldehyde, a ketone, an ester, and a
carboxylic acid.

7. The method of claim 2 wherein the diazo reagent corre-
sponds to Formula 8

Formula 8
NO,

Nz
COR,,
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wherein R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro- -continued
carbyl, heterocyclo, halogen, —OR,,, —NR“R?, or
—OC(O)R,,, wherein R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl,
substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocyclo; R* and R” are
independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted >
hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo; and R, is hydrocarbyl, sub-
stituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo.

8. The method of claim 2 wherein the diazo reagent corre-
sponds to Formula 9 10

Formula 9
NO,

a

Nz 15

COR |2
[Co(P2)]

wherein R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro-
carbyl, or heterocyclo. 20

9. The method of claim 8 wherein R, is selected from the
group consisting of ethyl, methyl, butyl, or propyl.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein at least one of R, R,
R,, and R, is selected from the group consisting of phenyl, ,5
t-butylphenyl, tolyl, trifftuoromethyl phenyl, nitrophenyl,
fluorophenyl, chlorophenyl, bromophenyl, perfluorophenyl,
butyl, phenyethyl, methyl carboxylate, ethyl carboxylate, and
dimethylcarbamoyl.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the method yields a 3°
nitro-substituted cyclopropane corresponding to Formula 7

Formula Z
Ry
R NO, 35
Rs ’llllcolez
R4

40
wherein R,, R,, R;, and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group; and R,, is hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocyclo. us

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the
group consisting of

50

55

60

65

[Co(P1)] [Co(P4)]
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49 50

-continued -continued

s and 10

15

[Co(P2)]

[Co(P5)]
20

25

30

35

40
13. The method of claim 2 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the [Co(P3)]
group consisting of

45

50

55

60

[Co(P1)] 65 [Co(@4)]
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-continued -continued

2% 14. The method of claim 3 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the
group consisting of

and
25

30

35

40

[Co(P6)]
[Co(PD)]
45
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53 54

-continued -continued

w

’ 10

15

[Co(P6)]

[Co(P3)] 20

15. The method of claim 5 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the

group consisting of
25

30

35

40

45 [Co(P1)]

50

55

60

[Co(P5)]

65

[Co(P2)]

and
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55 56

-continued -continued

? 10

15

[Co(P6)]

[Co(P3)] 20

16. The method of claim 7 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the
group consisting of

[Co(P5)]

and 65
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57 58

-continued -continued

10

15

[Co(P3)]
20

17. The method of claim 8 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry is selected from the
group consisting of

25

30

35

[Co(P4)]
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-continued -continued

5
' 10
15
[Co(P6)]
[Co(P3)] 18. The method of claim 1 wherein the diazo reagent cor-
20 responds to Formula 7
Formula 7
NO,
25
N2:a<
Rio

30 wherein R, is an electron acceptor.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein R, is selected from
the group consisting of an aldehyde, a ketone, an ester, and a
carboxylic acid.

35  20. The method of claim 1 wherein the diazo reagent cor-
responds to Formula 8

[Co(P4)] Formula 8
? 40 NO;
N, =
CORy;

4 wWherein R,, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro-

carbyl, heterocyclo, halogen, —OR,,, —NR“R?, or

—OC(O)R,,, wherein R, is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl,

substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocyclo; R* and R” are

50 independently hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted

hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo; and R, is hydrocarbyl, sub-
stituted hydrocarbyl or heterocyclo.

21. The method of claim 1 wherein the diazo reagent cor-
responds to Formula 9

55
Formula 9
NO,
a
N2
60
CORp2
wherein R, , is hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, substituted hydro-
65 carbyl, or heterocyclo.

and

22. The method of claim 21 wherein R, is selected from
the group consisting of ethyl, methyl, butyl, or propyl.
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61

23. The method of claim 1 wherein the method yields a
nitro-substituted cyclopropane corresponding to Formula 7

FormulaZ 5

NO,

Ry COR
R4 10

wherein R,, R,, R;, and R, are independently hydrogen,
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, heterocyclo, or an
electron withdrawing group; and R,, is hydrogen, 5
hydrocarbyl, substituted hydrocarbyl, or heterocyclo.
24. The method of claim 1 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:

25
30

35

[Co(P1)]
40
25. The method of claim 18 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:

45

55

60

[Co(P1)]

26. The method of claim 19 wherein the chiral cobalt(I) 65
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:

H

£

o

O=\
N-H

&

N—H

e}

"

H\

[Co(P1)]

27. The method of claim 20 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:

[Co(P1)]

28. The method of claim 21 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:

[Co(P1)]

29. The method of claim 22 wherein the chiral cobalt(Il)
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]:
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[Co(P1)] [Co(P1)]

30. The method of claim 23 wherein the chiral cobalt(I) 20
porphyrin complex with D,-symmetry corresponds to For-
mula [Co(P1)]: I T S
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