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Electricity
program
offered at
pTEC

Tips for
Pinellas
customers

Louis Murphy, Jr. spoke at the Welcome Gala July 10, which kicked off three days of charity events.

Michael Lewis,
Duke Senior VP

BY STEVE TRAIMAN




Classes start Aug. 18.

Contributing Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG – Although the official hurricane season started June 1,
Duke Energy has been
working year-round and is
ready for the worst, according to Michael Lewis, Senior Vice President, Florida
Delivery Operations.
Duke Energy has about
4,000 dedicated employees
who serve nearly 1.7 million customers in 35
Florida counties. Included
are 132,219 customers in
St. Petersburg, more than
25 percent of the total
523,999 in Pinellas County.
Duke and its predecessors
have been in service in the
state since 1899.
“Being fully prepared is
essential in this area where
storms, hurricanes and
other violent weather can
occur regularly,” Lewis tells
The Weekly Challenger in an
exclusive interview. “We
encourage our residential
and commercial customers
See ENERGY, page 3

BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Louis Murphy, Jr. 1st
Downs 4 Life™ all-star
weekend kicked off
Thurs., July 10 at the
Hilton in downtown St.
Pete with the Welcome
Gala to rally continued
support for the organization’s efforts to prime
youth for future success.
Murphy’s
philan-

thropic community organization has worked alongside Mt. Zion Human
Services since 2008 to
conduct an annual noncontact youth football
camp in St. Petersburg
that teaches today’s youth
fundamental
football
skills while stressing the
importance of academic
excellence, teamwork,
creating a strong moral
compass and the perseverance needed to succeed in the game of life.

Murphy, a product of
Mt. Zion Human Services
and one of eight NFL
draftees from the Lakewood High School football program, spoke
about his commitment to
reach back into his community to help the youth
of today become the leaders of tomorrow.
“In our community
there are so many kids
that are left behind. They
are led astray and peer
pressured into doing neg-

ative things,” said Murphy as he stressed that
everyone has the obligation to help keep the
youth on the right track.
“If we don’t do it, who
will,” Murphy asked the
crowd. He went on to say
that every day he asks
himself the question that
Dr. Martin Luther King
posed to a crowd in Montgomery, Ala. in 1957,
“Life’s most persistent

FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

can walk to the facility
and get the full service
like those who are at the
Gibbs campus,” said

ST. PETERSBURG —
Searching for something that
can shed light on your career
path? The Electricity program
at the Pinellas Technical Education Center (pTEC) may
provide that much-needed
spark.
“It’s an excellent time to
get into the field,” attested
Brian Young, one of the
three instructors in the program. “Though the economy has been poor it seems
like the construction industry is turning around and
we’ve got people going to
work. There is a great shortfall in Florida especially for
construction workers and
electricians, so this is definitely a fine time to get into
it.”
The
1,200hour program is broken up
into three courses and is available only on pTEC’s St. Pete
location. The initial segment
includes an introduction to
electricity and covers the
NCCER
core
curriculum, during which students learn basic wiring
skills.
“They learn some materials, pipe boxes and fittings,”

See SPC, page 7

See pTEC, page 11

See CAMP, pages 4

SPC, increasing African American enrollment
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg College
(SPC) wants everyone to
know that it is no longer
merely a college within a
community—it is a part of
the community.
Dr. Tonjua Williams,
senior vice president, Office of Student Services,
said that she is proud of
the work that SPC is
doing as a college as it
strives to serve and get involved in each individual
community.
“Seminole may not

need what Midtown
needs,” she affirmed.
“Tarpon may not need
what St. Pete needs. So
each campus seeks to be
a part of that community
and whatever those
needs are.”
In August of 2015,
SPC plans to open its new
Midtown Center at 22nd
Street and Third Avenue
South, complete with
classrooms, labs, student
services,
community
areas and a library. The
framework is already up
and once completed, the
three-story building will
have a “flavor of the com-

munity” with some historical pieces, Williams explained.
“The building is for
educating those that live
in that community that





 

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Praise The Lord. First and foremost
giving praise glory and honor to my lord
and savior Jesus Christ who is the head
in my life.
I want to start out by saying what a
privilege it is to be speaking to you today.
When it was first suggested that I write
a column, I wasn’t sure which path to
take but through much prayer the Lord
gave me the answer.
The heading “Breaking the Cycle”
sums up a 20 plus year observational experience I have encountered being a resident of this potentially incredible city.
Unfortunately, the potential hasn’t
had the opportunities afforded by many
south side areas.
Most of us who have been a part of
south St. Pete over the past 20 or more
years have seen so much and so many
come and go and yet our communities,
neighborhoods, businesses and most
important, our kids haven’t bettered. To
the contrary it’s gotten progressively
worse.
Having been a pastor, trainer and
coach not to mention husband and father, I’ve been exposed exponentially in
multiple arenas throughout this city and
sad to say I’ve seen and been victim to
the good, bad and the ugly.
Time after time I sit and listen to
countless others who were born and
raised in the “Burg” and the overwhelming consensus seems apparently clear:
everyone feels that there are far too
many “crabs” exercising their selfpreservation skills.
I saw this and what it will ultimately
lead to during my short stint in the army.
It was a major culture shock to me
because I was a 12-year war vet in the
Marines.
I came from the Marines with an
aura of selfless service, commitment to
excellence, dedication to duty, attention
to detail.
To my surprise, I walked face first
into the “I got mine the hard way so you
gotta get yours the same way,” “It’s not
my responsibility,” and “band aid on a
bullet wound” mindset.
I’m not knocking the army, it was
just my experience. For the record, I received two Army Achievement medals,
a Good Conduct medal and two Brigade
coins.
You can’t win wars this way. And fellow saints, we are indeed in a war. Our

kids are the overwhelming casualties
and the numbers are steadily climbing.
In the Marines we were swarmed
daily with an attack of verbal synergistic
warfare designed to invoke a paradigm
shift of mind, body and spirit.
This warfare is not the “norm” in the
civilian world and because of the absence of these traits in abundance; we
can clearly see the end results.
Sad to say even some that were military trained have backslid or as we say
they have lost their military bearing.
In the coming articles, I will attempt
to convey these traits in a manner that
will expose the attack Satan has played
on our society, neighborhoods, schools
and homes, and how we have fallen
hook, line and sinker.
You cannot defeat an enemy unless
you have key information like foreknowledge,
strategic
knowledge
(method/discipline), mission/purpose,
leadership and moral influence (lawless
or principled).
I truly believe one major reason for
the steady decline is we have lost our
God consciousness. We have forgotten
what fearing God and having a reverence for Him can produce. Also, some
don’t believe God means what He says.
He is too loving a God to execute His
wrath on sin. The lyrics in a gospel
songs says “I’m glad I serve the God of
another chance,” but we think that those
chances are infinite.
Rom 1: 28 talks of this.
Some are so quick to label our kids
hopeless and not worth it. Maybe not directly but indirectly due to the lack of
sustainable effective programs designed
to give them options that would produce
successful responsible productive
young adults.
Parents today are major culprits but
aren’t willing to accept the responsibility
that their kids are the result of their lack.
(Hosea 4:6) This is a hard statement but
you can’t begin to correct the problem if
you don’t impact the roots. I use the
lawnmower analogy: you can manicure
your price-winning lawn weekly, perfect
height, perfect edging, but if you don’t
use the correct or proper fertilizer, you
will get the exact same results.
More to come next week, so until
then God bless.
Dr. Rob
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Geography Bee at the
Johnson Library
ST. PETERSBURG –
Hey Kids! Brush up on
your geography this summer and have some fun at
the library while you do it.
Students entering grades
one through six are invited
to compete for prizes in the
4th Annual Geography Bee,
to be held on Wed., July 30
at 6:15 p.m. at the St. Petersburg James Weldon
Johnson Community Library, 1059 18th Ave. S.
The free event is sponsored by the Friends of the

Johnson Community Library. The top three finishers in three grade-level
groups are awarded gift
cards. Participants may
pre-register and obtain
study sheets at the library
or online at www.splibraries.org. Registration is
also held on-site the
evening of the Geography
Bee.
For more information,
contact
the
Johnson
Branch Coordinator at 727893-7213.





 


Duke Energy ready for storm season
From ENERGY, page 1

to take the time to plan
ahead, and offer some important tips.” (See accompanying Key Storm Tips to
the right).
Year-round Preparation
“Our employees work
year-round to ensure we’re
ready for whatever Mother
Nature brings,” Lewis says.
“Our skilled and dedicated
storm teams mobilize and
move quickly into the communities we serve when the
power goes out. They are
the ones who run into the
storm, not evacuate out of
it.
“Advanced
resource
modeling helps predict the
scale of the outage and mobilizes storm response
teams prior to the storm’s
arrival. Our Duke Storm
Center and crews begin
preparations long before
the storm strikes, which
provides for a coordinated,
orderly and effective response to any violent
weather.
“Our centralized support approach enables mobile command and control
facilities to be rapidly deployed anywhere on our
system. Our storm plan defines the roles and responsibilities of thousands of
dedicated employees who
have a hand in storm preparation and restoration year
in and year out. When a
storm threatens, it is ‘all
hands on deck.’
“In addition, Duke Energy has the ability to acquire off-system resources
as needed. Our company is
part of the Southeastern
Electric Exchange, a trade
association of investorowned utilities. We maintain mutual assistance
agreements with the members to provide resources
to each other when dealing
with large-scale outages

and disasters.
Lewis notes some recent examples of Duke’s
collaboration and cooperation with Duke’s sister utilities and other members of
the Southeastern Electric
Exchange:
“When
Hurricane
Arthur threatened the
North Carolina Outer
Banks July 4th, our Duke
storm teams were on alert
to provide assistance to our
headquarters Duke Energy
Carolinas teams as needed.
Fortunately only about
40,000 mostly Outer Banks
households were affected
so our help was not needed.
“In
February
and
March, when the Carolinas
were hit with some of the
worst winter storms in
decades, we sent more than
400 of our Florida teammates who spent a total of
21 days working to restore
power to our Duke Energy
Carolinas and Duke Energy Progress customers.
“For the April event in
the Florida Panhandle, we
received a request for 50
crews, which were deployed and assisted Georgia Power and Gulf Power.
“To help with the
restoration following Superstorm Sandy last fall, we
sent more than 400 line and
service crews and 240 additional resources to New
York and New Jersey.
Lewis is well prepared
for his current position that
he has held since January
2008, when the company
was Florida Power Corporation, doing business as
Progress Energy Florida
Inc. During his 28 years
with Duke and its predecessors, he has been in management roles of increasing
responsibility since 1989 in
Ocala, Crystal River, Pasco
and Pinellas counties.

Key storm
preparation tips
from Duke Energy
Being fully prepared
is essential in this area
where storms, hurricanes
and
violent
weather can occur regularly. Duke Energy encourages customers to
take the time to plan
ahead and offers these
tips:
• Create (or update)
an emergency supply kit
to help you save valuable
time later. Remember,
your supply kit should be
made up of everything
you need for at least two
weeks, especially medicines and other supplies
that may be hard to find.
• Keep a supply of
water and non-perishable
food items on hand.
• Ensure first aid supplies and all medicines
are readily available.
• Review your insurance policy and include
an extra copy of it in your
supply kit along with
extra copies of any other
important paperwork.
• Make sure flashlights are readily available and working and
that a supply of extra batteries is on hand.
• Have a portable
radio, TV or NOAA
Weather Radio on hand
to
monitor
official
weather forecasts and
other important information for your area.
• Have a plan to move
yourself and your family
— especially those with
special needs — to an al-

ternate location in case
you have to evacuate or
experience an extended
power outage.
• Homeowners who
depend on well water
should draw an emergency water supply in
case power to their electric water pumps is interrupted.
• If you have an
emergency
power
source, learn how to use
it properly.
• Unplug major nonvital appliances. Advanced surge protection
systems will protect your
home from most power
surges but will not prevent damage from a direct lightning strike.
Duke Energy offers
some final advice for all
St. Petersburg and other
Pinellas residents. For a
Hurricane Kit Checklist,
important safety tips and
more information that
will help you before, during and after a storm
please visit www.duke-energy.com/storm
and
then click on “Outage &
Storm
Information”
under Duke Energy
Florida. For businesses,
please also visit the “Protecting Your Business”
section.
In addition, for regular storm or power
restoration updates follow Duke Energy on:
Twitter: @DukeEnergyStorm and Facebook:
Duke Energy Storm.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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The Welcome Gala kicked on a weekend of charity
From CAMP, page 1

and urgent question is:
‘What are you doing for
others?’
Murphy wants to do
more, much more. He
shared his thoughts on
what he would like to do in
the future to help young
people in this community
be prepared for the world’s
challenges.
“My goal and vision is
to open up a Willy Wonka
factory of education. And
when I say Willy Wonka I
really mean Willy Wonka,”
he said as he explained that
his safe-haven would be a
place where kids will feel
secure and can learn, build
self-esteem and discipline
and could get help with
their schoolwork and further their education – a 1st
Downs 4 Life™ safe-haven.
Murphy’s future three
million dollar campus
would consist of a music
studio, basketball courts,
volleyball courts, tennis
courts, a television production studio and whatever
else the community felt
would be needed to help

the youth get ready for
their future.
He also urged his supporters to be an anchor for
all the children in the community who are suffering
such as the ones “without
grandparents, the kids that
are born and instantly
given to foster homes, the
kids whose parents died of
AIDS, the kids who cannot
afford shoes to walk to the
bus stop, the kids who
wishes someone would
help them and lend a helping hand to their family, the
kid that is in the eighth
grade and reading at a third
grade level, the little girl
who is raped and with
child, the kid whose
mother died of breast cancer. We are all fortunate
enough
and
blessed
enough to help in some capacity.”
Ryan Oldendick, Walgreens district manager,
shared why his company
and 1st Downs 4 Life™
would make an ideal partnership since their slogan
is, “At the corner of happi-

ness and healthiness.”
“It is really crucial for
me to make sure that organizations [we support]
have those same beliefs.
And after researching 1st
Downs 4 Life™, I found that
it aligns perfectly with our
vision of how we want to
treat our community,” said
Oldendick.
He went on to praise
Murphy’s football camp
and teen summit projects
for “teaching kids the
things they will need to be
successful in life such as
discipline, teamwork, and
building self-esteem,” Oldendick finished.
Louis Murphy, Jr. is a
former University of Florida
football star and Lakewood
High School standout. He
was drafted as a wide receiver by the Oakland
Raiders in 2009. Before
signing with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers back in March,
he played for the Carolina
Panthers in 2012 and New
York Giants in 2013. He
founded the camp in 2008
while a senior at UF.
See REEDY, pages 6
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7th Annual 1st Downs 4 Life™
Youth Football Camp
BY PATRICIA SCOTT
Contributing Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
1st Downs 4 Life™ All-Star
charity weekend continued
Fri., July 11 with a teen
conference called “The
Circle of Life Teen Summit” that gave the youth a
chance to gain knowledge
on increasing their self-esteem and exploring career
paths with professional
speakers as panelists.
Sat., July 12 saw boys
vying for the opportunity
to meet and train with
hometown hero Louis
Murphy, Jr. at his 7th Annual 1st Downs 4 Life™
Youth Football Camp. Excited pre-teens and teens
were able to not only meet
the football star, but practice with him as well.
Since its inception, the
camp has worked with
thousands of boys in the
community, and this year

was no exception. Held at
Lakewood High School, located at 1400 54th Ave. S.,
Murphy, who recently
signed with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, and a host of
NFL superstars such as
the Pouncey twins Mike
(Miami Dolphins) and
Maurkice
(Pittsburgh
Steelers); BJ Daniels (Seattle Seahawks) and Jamar
Newsome (Dallas Cowboys) all sweated under
the hot Florida sun with
one goal in mind: mentoring and guiding campers in
football.
1st Downs 4 Life™ focused on teaching fundamental football skills and
aimed to correct any bad
habits some players may
have picked up. Learning
proper techniques and
stance as well as blocking,
ball handling, and offenand
defensive
sive
schemes were discussed,

modeled and practiced.
But the professional
players in attendance had a
deeper goal for camp
members: teaching participants how to be leaders on
and off the gridiron. In addition to athletic prowess,
academic excellence was
stressed and the boys were
instructed on creating a
strong moral compass,
teamwork and setting obtainable goals.
Not to let leave the girls
out, this year was the first
year for free cheerleading
camp. It focused on the basics of cheer, tumbling and
choreography and more
importantly,
self-confidence, positive attitudes
excellence and teamwork.
The 2014 off-season
yielded an opportunity for
Murphy to be able to come
home and play for Tampa
Bay Buccaneers. After
being drafted as a wide re-

ceiver by the Oakland
Raiders in 2009; playing for
the Carolina Panthers and
the New York Giants, he
now has an opportunity to
fulfill his longtime dream.
“I am so elated to be
home! I’ve dreamed of
playing for my city for a
long time and now it’s
here,” said Murphy. “I
want nothing more than to
impact this community by
continuously giving back.
God has blessed me and I
want to be a blessing to
others.”
Murphy’s young football career is not close to
its conclusion and with his
drive and determination
who knows what kind of
mark he will leave on the
game, but it is without a
doubt his contributions to
his community will almost
certainly make him a legend in his hometown.
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 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE – JULY 28 


FOR AUGUST 26 PRIMARY ELECTION
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 received by July 28
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• Supervisor of Elections Offices:


Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.




• Tax Collector Offices


• Online at www.votepinellas.com




 • Update your name, address and signature



•
Address
changes
can
be
made
by
phone






•
Request
a
mail
ballot
and
vote
in
the
comfort


of
your
home




Visit www.votepinellas.com or


call (727) 464-VOTE (8683) for more information
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Reedy and manning up
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When researching the 1st
Downs 4 Life™ organization, Walgreens District
Manager Ryan Oldendick
possibly
read
about
Bernard Reedy, one of the
success stories that Louis
Murphy’s organization
can lay claim to.
Reedy was a Toledo
Rockets
All-American
Wide Receiver who recently graduated and
signed on with the Atlanta
Falcons. While attending
the Welcome Gala last
Thursday night, he felt it
necessary to share his
story with our readers.
“In ninth and tenth
grade, I really wasn’t trying to hear what anybody
was trying to tell me,” said
Reedy, reflecting back on
the brashness of his early
years at Lakewood High
School.
However, he did have a
dream and he wanted to
achieve it. But how?
“I had a passion for
what I wanted to do, but
you know the only way I
could do what I wanted to
do was to do it the way
they wanted me to do it –
the
teachers,
the
coaches.”
Although still hesitate,
Reedy realized he had to
change his attitude.
“I had to follow directions. I never liked being
told what to do but I had
to. When I got to college,
it was the same way.
You’ve gotta wake up
when they tell you. You’ve
gotta go to class when
they tell you; you know
that’s the only way you’ll
get to the NFL!”
All lights on!
Reedy’s passion to
want to play for the NFL
would be one of his saving
graces. In the ninth grade
and in the beginning of
10th grade he had a low
GPA because he was
mainly focused on football.
He then came to realize that he was the kind of
person that wanted to be
the best in everything,
and having a low GPA –
even though it was higher
than the people he was

hanging around with –
was an embarrassment.
Suddenly a light came
on and Reedy did some
self-contemplation; he saw
the reflection of the man
he could truly be.
“Well, what are you
going to school for if your
GPA is low,” Reedy asked
himself.
So in the second half of
his 10th grade year, he
told himself that he was
going to get good grades,
study hard and become
professional. “That’s when
I started following and listening to Murph, (Louis
Murphy Jr.).”
Connecting the dots
Murphy
became
Reedy’s male role model
that every African-American boy needs to teach
him how to be a successful, responsible and moral
young man.
“I used to watch
Murph when I was
younger. He had the number one jersey [at Lakewood],” Reedy said as he
explained that when he attended the 1st Downs 4
Life™ camp, he was able
to get one on one instruction. “Murph would say:
‘Reedy, you can do this,
you can do that!’ And not
only was he telling me
about football, but we’d be
out on the field and he
would be telling me about
my grades!”
Murphy helped Reedy
learn how to think like a
future professional on and
off the field.
From Lakewood to
Toledo and beyond
Reedy described his
move from St. Petersburg
to Toledo, Ohio, as “a






humbling experience. I
think I was the only one
who didn’t have a parent
to come help me move in
my freshmen year. I didn’t
know what my dad was
doing at the time and my
mom had to work.”
He was out of state
hundreds of miles away
from home and didn’t
know anyone. “But you
know I took it like a man,
and I decided OK, I’m
gonna make my own bed.
I gotta get my stuff for the
bathroom; get my bed
sheets and stuff. You
know it hurt! But it took
me two weeks to finally realize like you’re on your
own now! You’ve got to
man up now,” he said.
Reedy has done exactly that and more. He
has always welcomed a
challenge and when the
Toledo Rockets coaches
asked who could do something if their premiere
player were covered in the
Military Bowl game
against the Air Force,
Reedy responded without
hesitation, “I could do
something!”
And do something he
did. As a sophomore, he
scored three touchdowns
and won the Military Bowl
game’s MVP Award in
Washington, D.C. on December 28, 2011.
Reedy has come a long
way since his conversations with Murphy at
camp. Although he was
not drafted, he has signed
with the Atlanta Falcons
and made a good impression at minicamp.
He is the epitome of
everything 1st Downs 4
Life™ stands for!

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retiring? Top six things to consider before you leave your job
BY ROY JAMES
Guest Writer

There’s no better time
than the present to take a
fresh look at your financial
future — including how to
plan for retirement.
If you are one of the vast
members of baby boomers
approaching retirement
age, preparing for the
golden years may mean
making several important
decisions while still in the
workforce to help ensure
you will have enough
money to live in retirement.
As retirement looms closer,
the overwhelming possibilities leave many people uncertain about where to
start.
Here are six important
financial considerations to
think about before retiring:
• Define your retirement — Your vision will
drive your plan. You may
decide to work part-time,
launch a completely new
career, or perhaps go back
to school, volunteer or de-

velop new hobbies. Consider if you need to downsize, relocate or remain in
your current residence.
• Know where you
stand financially — Take inventory of your assets and
possible income sources,
and understand how your
retirement plan will help
provide you with income
during your retirement
years. Save as much as
possible while still working.
• Estimate your expenses in retirement, especially for healthcare —
Healthcare can be a significant expense category during your retirement years,
so understanding what
your healthcare plan covers
in retirement is critical.
Consider long-term care insurance to cover expenses
that may fall outside of your
health insurance if the need
arises.
• Manage asset allocation — Regularly monitor
and review your investments to ensure they sup-

port your goals and to determine if you should
change how assets are allocated among different investment types; consider
professionally managed investments products.
• Plan for your beneficiaries — Create a will,
choose a guardian if
needed, and select who will
manage your estate. Transferring wealth is a critical
part of retirement planning.
Estate planning, in particular, can be an efficient way
to distribute the maximum
amount possible to your
beneficiaries at the time of
your death. Added benefits
like reducing estate taxes
enhance the value of incorporating life insurance into
your overall planning for retirement.
• Explore options to
create a retirement income
— Research product strategies that can help generate
a guaranteed retirement-income stream, including the
new generation of variable

annuities that can provide
guaranteed streams of income for life while still affording
degrees
of
flexibility and control. It
may be advantageous to
purchase these products
while you are still working.
It’s never too early or
too late to start taking these
tips into consideration.
Investors should consider the contract and the
underlying portfolios’ investment objectives, risks,
charges and expenses carefully before investing. This
and other important information is contained in the
prospectus, which can be
obtained from your financial professional. Please
read the prospectus carefully before investing.
A variable annuity is a
long-term investment designed to create guaranteed income in retirement.
Investment returns and the
principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that
an investor’s units, when

past spring she visited all
the SPC campuses on the
first day of school and was
pleasantly surprised to see
that all the tutoring labs
were full.
“I was very encouraged
to see no open seats at in a
tutoring lab at 9 a.m.,”
Williams said. “Downtown,
Midtown, pretty much on
all the campuses. Students
are learning to get help before they need help.”
Other key pieces of Dr.
Law’s strategy include
a learning plan, which
Williams calls a “roadmap
that guides them so students don’t get lost along
the way” and improved
face-to-face orientation. But
perhaps the most innovative part of the strategy to
aid in students succeeding
may be the Early Alert System, which aims to keep
students from falling too far
behind before it’s too late.
“We’ve looked at what
we call gateway courses,”
Williams stated, “courses
that all students have to
take to get their A.A., but
sometimes they seem to be
road blocks for students.
We asked the faculty when
a student isn’t doing well in
class, to let his or her advisor know so some intervention can happen.”
This may come in the
form of an email or even a
direct call to the student, to
get to the root of the problem and provide him with a
way to help. According to
Sabino, these innovations
have proven effective.
“The students are responding well to the Early
Alert and the tutoring, she
said. We’ve seen continued
success for the past three
years in the initiative.
When we went to the board
for the budget process this
year, the dollars were all
put toward the next phase
of improving the college experience.”
Williams added: “Our
dollars follow our value,
which is really encouraging. Our president and our
board of trustees provide
tremendous support to
help students succeed.”
Sabino explained that
the college is attracting students of all backgrounds
more than ever, and noted
SPC is ranked in the top
100 colleges nationally for
Hispanic enrollment.
“When students suc-

ceed and finish we know
they’re going to be a successful contributing member of the community,” she
attested, “and I think as a
college, that’s the greatest
thing we can give back to
any community. Helping
those students, especially
those minorities who are
stuck in the cycle get out of
it and get into a good job.”
Williams stated simply:
“We change families. That’s
what happened to me. People get educated, they learn
about it, it comes to the
next person and the next
person, and they say ‘I can
go to college!’ It’s huge!”
For more information,
please log on to spcollege.
edu/getstarted. Financial
aid is available to those who
qualify.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Classes starting soon
From SPC, page 1

Williams who has been
with SPC for 28 years.
Williams said the college is looking at offering a
community center for
meetings and is partnering
with local churches and
support groups to help with
academics and student success. She added that the
college has made a lot of
commitments to Midtown
and the surrounding organizations in that area.
“Everything we do
there is in partnership,”
she said, stating that they
are now involved with the
minority community more
than ever.
Williams stressed that
the goal is to help all firsttime college students, but
said that the population that
struggles the most are
those who are unprepared
or underprepared.
“There are certain
groups who fit that mold,”
she said, “and many are minority students and students from poverty areas,
so we’re focused on helping
them succeed. If they succeed, their families succeed
and it breaks the cycle and
expands the learning for
their kids, their grandkids
and their great-grandkids.
It has a life-changing effect.”
Williams said that a
few years ago the college
realized that although students were coming in the
front door, they weren’t always graduating. As a result, SPC has adopted a
much more hands-on role
in helping the students succeed in school and in life.
The strategies the college has implemented are
the vision of Dr. William
Law, the president of SPC
for the past four years.
These include expanded
out-of-class support, integrated career and academic
advising, improved new
student orientation, the
Early Alert System and an
enhanced learning plan.
The strategies are all a
part of getting to know the
students and finding out
why they are there, and the
new-look academic advising is an integral part of
that.
“In the past,” Williams
explained, “an advisor just
sat with the student with a
catalogue and said, ‘Take
this course.’ Now an advisor will say, ‘Are you work-

ing? Do you have children?
What are your strong
areas? What are the areas
you’re concerned about?
Have you tested the waters
in Nursing? You say you
don’t like math and science.
What career are you here
for?’”
Diana Sabino, executive
director of Marketing and
Public Information at SPC,
agreed that this more personal approach has been
adopted by all advisors and
faculty.
“Every faculty and
staff,” she said, “no matter
what campus, is focused on
student success.”
Sabino and Williams believe that the tutoring program has gone a long
way in helping students
maintain their grades and
excelling in their classes.
“Tutoring, online and
face-to-face, has become a
part of the fabric of our institution,” Williams said.
“Our faculty encourages
students to go to tutoring.
We have very good instructors who know how to
tutor, we have tutoring
groups and we have individual help offered in the
mornings, evenings and
some weekends.”
Sabino added that many
faculty members have devoted a number of hours to
tutoring in the learning resource centers outside
their normal workloads.
Williams reported that
if students go to tutoring
five times, they have an 85
percent better chance to
pass the course.
“Five times is our magic
number,” she said. “We advertise that to the students:
‘Don’t wait till you’re in
trouble!’ Getting help early
on is not a bad thing. Actually, it’s great!”
Williams noted that
some may think there is a
stigma attached to getting
extra help, but the college
is encouraging students to
seek all the help they need
to perform well in their
classes and graduate.
“Many students—especially our minority students—seem to think
tutoring is for bad kids,”
she said, “or for those who
are struggling; when in
fact, it’s really to keep them
from struggling. We have
changed our tune as to how
we talk about it.”
Williams noted that this

redeemed, may be worth
more or less than the original investment. Withdrawals or surrenders may
be subject to contingent deferred sales charges.
Insurance policies and
annuity contracts contain
exclusions, limitations, reductions of benefits and
terms for keeping them in
force. All guarantees, including optional benefits,
are backed by the claimspaying ability of the issuing
company and do not apply
to the underlying invest-

ment options. Your licensed
financial professional can
provide you with complete
details.
For more information,
contact
Roy
James,
L.U.T.C.F., a Financial Professional with The Prudential Insurance Company of
America’s Sunshine State
agency located in Tampa,
Fl. Roy James’s private office
is located in St Petersburg,
Fl.He can be reached at
roy.james@prudential.com
and (727)209-4300.
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Just because you’re you
BY MARCY NORTHRUP
PALMERI
Contributing Writer

GULFPORT – It wasn’t
Twanna Monroe’s birthday; it wasn’t her anniversary and she’s too young to
be retiring, so what was
the surprise party for Sat.,
July 12? Simple, because
she is awesome. Pauline
Robinson threw her daughter a surprise party to
honor her sheer determination and high level of
commitment to the community.
“My daughter deserved
that party because she’s
awesome. She does so
much work in the community. She stepped out into
faith and opened her own
learning center,” said
Robinson.
The center Robinson
speaks of is called Infinite
Potential Learning Center,

and Monroe is reaching
the next generation by nurturing, inspiring and engaging infants and toddlers
by implementing a more
holistic approach.
By the number of people who showed up for the
party and who helped
make it a night to remember, Monroe is accomplishing all that she has set out
to do—helping young ones
reach their full potential.
Robinson enlisted the
help of family, friends and
a plethora of others to create a unified effort in duplicating the popular game
show “This is Your Life” in
honor of her daughter’s accomplishments.
Each of the special
guests had written a poem
with clues that would subtlety disclose their identity
to the unsuspecting guest
of honor.
As far as Twanna was

April Barron - I love you so
much and I’m very proud
of your accomplishments. I
wish you many more years
of success.

Kenyatta & Eric Killins I love you and we finally got
one over on you.

concerned, she was getting
dressed up and ready to go
to dinner with the possibility of dancing with her husband Kori and friends. She
thought it was a little odd
that they were picking up
their friends at the Gulfport Recreation Center, but
she had no idea what was
in store for her. Upon arrival, the charade continued as the guests had all
parked out of site.
The lights were out as
she entered the building
when suddenly she heard,
“SURPRISE!” She was
truly surprised.
“I still didn’t get that the
party was for me. It wasn’t
April or June; it wasn’t a
birthday or anniversary.
One by one they walked up
to me and I thought, ‘How
in the world did this happen?’”
Reality had set in. This
party was for her.

She asked her mother
why she threw the party
for her to which Robinson
replied, “I like what you’re
trying to do in the community.” Her daughter’s accomplishments have a
special meaning to her as
they were both born and
raised in St. Pete.
Her husband had been
eager for his wife to open
her own school for a number of years, but she had to
prove to herself that she
was ready. When she gave
him the go ahead, he
began working to build the
bank-turned-school
by
closing off the drive-thru
lane as part of the project.
Infinite Potential Learning Center is located at
2250 62nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg next door to the
South Branch Public Library.
Her mother isn’t the
only one who thinks she’s

awesome. With each endeavor Monroe takes on,
she makes it her own and
somehow weaves it into
the next project, attracting
willing participants along
the way. In all that she does
and says, Monroe models
the very behavior she
hopes to instill into the
lives of children. Her voice,
tone and mannerisms echo
that of a woman on a mission to change the future of
her community one person
at a time.
As an education interventionist, the former
Pinellas County schoolteacher and business
owner has been afforded
the opportunity to explore
alternative learning techniques that enable infants
and toddlers to learn on
their own terms. Dr.
McHale and the University
of South Florida are responsible for Monroe at-

Sharon Howard – Thank you
for making a difference in the
lives of children.

Tanya Morow – You are such
an inspiration. God bless you
and I wish you many more
years to come.

Kendra & Keyone Major We love you.

Tonie Shaw – You’re
awesome, you’re the best.

Luvennia Floyd — You are an
awesome girl. We love you.

Mary Fogle – I’ve known her
since 1975. She was our little
girl of the block, now she’s
our awesome lady.

tending extensive workshops in both California
and Washington.
“It doesn’t feel like
work when you enjoy what
you’re doing. It takes a village to raise a child and so
many people are getting involved. I want the children
to thrive not just survive. I
want them to reach their
maximum learning potential.”
Monroe celebrated the
night away with her husband, friends, family and
neighbors with her pride
and joy sitting at the table
beside her: her 21-year-old
son Dejour and her 15year-old daughter Dejhai.
Her son Dejhaun was in
Spain and unable to attend.
Congratulation Twanna
for just being you!
For more information
of Infinite Potential Learning Center, please call
(727) 864-4752.

Randi Johns - Love you!
Lashawn Gomillion You are my horse if you
never win a race!

Melida Copeland – You are
much appreciated and you
are a beautiful person.
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2nd Annual Hooping for Success
charity basketball
ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Professional football and
basketball players gathered
in the Lakewood High
School cafeteria to fuel up
for bragging rights prior to
the
1st Downs 4
Life™ charity basketball
game last Fri., July 11 in the
school’s gymnasium.
NFL players Keith
Kelsey, Jonte Green, Jamar
Newsome, Josh Bellamy,
CFL player Ricardo Colclough and former Seminole Marcello Church were
the early arrivals to greet
fans before an exciting

game that almost went into
overtime with less than a
minute left on the clock.
After the Lakewood
High School football team
entered the auditorium, the
evening festivities began.
Lakewood football coaches
and the entire team gave a
special award to Louis Murphy, Jr. for his donation of
Level #5 football helmets
for every team member.
Level #5 helmets are the
best headgear for reducing
concussions on the football
field.
Other celebrity players
included Louis Murphy, Jr.
(Tampa Bay Buccaneers),

Marreese
Speights
(Golden State Warriors),
Jamar Newsome (Dallas
Cowboys), BJ Daniels
(Seattle Seahawks and
Super Bowl Champs), Dominic Rodgers Cromartie
(New York Giants) Charles
James (New York Giants),
Mike Pouncey (Miami Dolphins), Maurkice Pouncey
(Pittsburgh Steelers) and
Jacoby Ford (NY Jets).
Proceeds from the charity game will go towards Mt.
Zion Human Services programs. If anyone is interested in making a donation,
they can send an email to
clmurphy322@gmail.com.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

CONNECT
WITH US!
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I submit to you that the King James Version
of the Bible is the Book of Life mentioned at
Revelation 20:15. A growing reward is being
offered to draw attention to what I bear witness of seeing in the Word of God. I challenge you, along with every pastor, preacher,
theologian, and teacher of the Gospel of
Christ in the world, to try and prove that I am
incorrect. Be the first to prove either one of
the following, and the reward is yours:
• Prove that any ONE of the six precepts presented in this book is Biblically incorrect
or
• Prove that this challenge is deceptive in
any way
Folks, I don’t know about you, but I am going
to put my affairs in order, and bring God the
glory He deserves and expects from me.
Michel F. Bryant
To issue a challenge you must purchase the
book and register at winbyfaith.com

Current Reward Balance
$294.20

I have done wrong, but where sin abounds in my flesh, grace much more abounds
in my Spirit. It is by grace that I am fixed in Christ, having dominion, might, power,
and strength to glorify God.
Michel F. Bryant

WIN BY FAITH REPORT
PART II Professional recording booth and equipment giveaway valued at $20,000.00
[Reprinted to correct misquotes]
Be the first to show in the King James Version of the bible where God told the man that He created, (in His
image and likeness) not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and the studio will be yours.
In part one of this challenge, I explained why it is impossible for Genesis 2:16-17 to be referring to the man
created in the image of God. Let’s go over it again, but this time we will slow things down by putting events in
chronological order.
1.

God creates man (mankind) in His own image.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them. Genesis 1:27
2. God tells the man that was created in His image that he could eat from every tree in the garden, without
excluding the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. Genesis 1:29
3.

God looked at everything that He had made, including mankind, and saw that it was very good.

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning
were the sixth day. Genesis 1:31
4. God rested after He finished making the heavens, earth, and all the host of them, including the man
that was created in His image and likeness.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended
his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
Genesis 2:1-2
Genesis 2:1-2 is a final time-line, where God has finished everything that He had made, including the man
that was created in His own image and likeness. Whatever God needed to do to create man in His image and
likeness was done and finished. Nothing was required afterwards to complete the man that was created in God’s
image and likeness. To add anything to the man after Genesis 2:1-2 and say that it too is what makes man of
the likeness and image of God, is to say that God wasn’t finished.
Example: To say that man is a three part being, spirit, soul, and natural body after the image and likeness
of God, is to add another part to God’s finished work. God finished man in the body of Christ before the world
began, without him having a natural body. It is understood that man needed a physical body to move about in
the earth to do God’s will in the natural realm, but that does not make the natural body become part of what
makes the man created in God’s image. God finished making man in His likeness and image long before the
natural body was formed from the dust of the ground at Genesis 2:16-17.
To say that the natural body is part of God’s image and likeness is like saying, God finished making a man
in His image, and saw that he needed a car to do His will in the earth. So God planted the man in a vessel
called a car. Would that make the vessel called a car have the image and likeness of God? This natural body
that we move about in is not created in the image and likeness of God. It never was and never will be. It has a
mind and life of its own that is contrary to who we are.
Finally, everything that happens after Genesis 2:1-2, has to do with Christ making God’s finished spiritual
works, manifest in this natural world.
Now, can you look between Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:1-2 and show me where God told the man that He
created in His image and likeness not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of Good and evil?
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
The Weekly Challenger.
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Electrify your career
From pTEC, page 1

Young said. “They also learn
a little bit of electrical math,
DC theory.”
Students are even instructed in CPR and first aid
before moving on to the Residential Electrician course,
which includes AC theory.
“They’ll do more complicated hands-on wiring, threeway and four-way switches,”
explained Young, who has
served as an electrician for 26
years. “They also learn how to
wire a panel, do a service drop
and things of that nature.”
The Commercial Electrician course covers intricate
commercial wiring, circuits
and installation.
“They learn rigid conduit,
which is cutting and threading,” Young stated. “They’ll
learn motor controls (AC and
DC motors) and they’ll be exposed a little bit to solar.”
He added that students in
this phase will go more in
depth into codes, and how the
national and local codes reflect the work that they do
at pTEC.
The center also has an articulation agreement with St.
Petersburg College (SPC),

which gives students the
chance to gain college credit.
“If we have students who
complete our course and
want to take a class at SPC,”
Young said, “the college will
give them partial credit for
the hours that they’ve spent
here, toward an A.A. degree.”
Young,
who
has
been teaching since 2006,
said that this is a very handson program in every sense.
“This is not a hybrid
class,” he affirmed, “we don’t
do anything online. Everything is done here in the
class.”
Taking every measure to
simulate actual in-the-field experience, students work in
booths that contain replicated
house wiring.
“The carpentry class
builds houses—just the shell
of a house—and we’ll go in
and wire it and then they’ll
tear it down and build it
again,” Young explained.
Boasting a job placement
rate of nearly 80 percent,
pTEC has helped students
find work with such companies as Merit Electric, Young
said, along with other compa-

Brian Young, left, instructs a student.

nies and contractors around
Pinellas County.
“We’ve actually had some
students go over and apply to
the apprenticeship program
in Tampa,” he said, “through
the JATC [Joint Apprenticeship Committee Training]
and been accepted though
there, so we’ve had students
go on to get jobs in electro design and engineering.”
Young estimated that only
15 percent of college bound
students out of high school
will actually graduate from a
four year program and work
in the field that they went to
college to study.
“So there’s a great opportunity for those other 85 percent of the high school
students to come to a vocational school and get a career!” he said.
Though Young estimated
the average age of the students in his class to be late
20s, he said that everyone
from teenagers to people in
their 60s have been drawn to
the class for a number of reasons.
“The program here at
pTEC is a great opportunity

Instructor Curt Curry, right, teaches students about electrolytes.
for young and old alike,” he
stated. “It’s a great first career; it’s a great second career. Even if you don’t go into
the electrical trade it gives you
a great sense of accomplishment to learn some electrical
skills that you can use at your
own house, like when a
breaker trips, or when you
need to replace a ceiling fan or
what have you.”
It is apparent Young is a

teacher who is enthusiastic
about turning his students on
to the world of electricity, and
loves the reward it brings.
“I like being able to verbalize a concept and seeing the
light bulb go off in my students,” he averred. “I can see
the spark in their eyes when
they understand what it is I’m
trying to explain. When I can
demonstrate it in class or describe it in a certain way so it’s
passed along to them, I feel

like I’m training the next generation of electricians. It
makes me feel good to be
passing along my knowledge
to my students.”
The next Electricity class
starts Aug. 18, so if you’re interested in this career path,
please visit myptec.org or call
727-893-2500. Financial aid is
available. See ad on page 6.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Instructor Tim Smith, right, teaches about conduit bending.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers

We Are Relocating
For Additional Information
727-822-0829
Thank you for your continued support and prayers
for my husband’s speedy recovery.
“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY KISHA JORDAN

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar events for July
July 14-18 - Vacation Bible
School-Jungle Safari Theme
Bible Memory: Psalm 86:9-12,
God is Creator, Provider, Protector, Savior and King Time: 6:308:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday),
6:30-9 p.m. Friday
July 21-25 - State Conven-

tion/Youth Conference-Daytona
Beach, Fla.
Coming events for Aug.
Aug. 1 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Aug. 13 - Back to School
Bash to assist the children in the
Child’s Park Community with all
the necessary items needed to
return to school. Over the past
four years, the St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church through the
efforts of the Community Outreach Ministry has provided
backpacks filled with school supplies as well as other needed personal care items and services.
Aug. 18 - First day of school
Aug. 27-30 - Congress No. 2 St. John 1st Baptist, Palmetto, FL
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members

and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark your calendar
Come Join the Fun! Vacation
Bible School will be held at
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South,
Monday - Thursday, July 28th 31st for all ages. VBS hours are:
Dinner - 6 - 6:30 p.m. Classes 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The theme for
the week is “The Amazing Road
Trip, Discovering God’s Purpose
for Me!” Jeremiah 29:11. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
You are invited to attend our

annual Family and Friends Celebratory events at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Prayer Week: August 11th 13th, at 7:00 p.m. We look forward to your presence.
Family Reunion Choir Workshop and Concert: August 14th 16th, at 7:00 p.m. We look forward to your presence.
Family and Friends Celebration: August 17th, at 7:45 a.m.,
Bishop Zema Florence, Holy
Cathedral Pentecostal Church,
Saint Petersburg, Florida, at
10:45 a.m., Dr. Clarence P. Nobel,
Pastor of Greater Saint Mark
Missionary Baptist Church,
Tuskegee, Alabama.
We look forward to your
presence.
Revival 2014: August 18th 20th, at 7:00 p.m. Guest Evangelist, Dr. Marcus Davidson, Pastor
of New Mount Olive Baptist

Church. We look forward to
your presence.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and the
Friendship family welcomes you
to our open doors. Friendships’
Sunday Praise and Worship are
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon and
7:00 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor,
invites you to come join us and
share in the study of God’s word
.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join
us at 9:00 am for Sunday School
and at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening, at
7:00 pm.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Building a Stronger
Congregation and Community to
the Glory of God. Living out

these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan is celebrating our Pastor Dr. Rickey L.
Houston 10th Anniversary. Activities include services rendered
Wednesday, July 23rd by New
Hope MBC (7:00 pm), Thursday
July 24th by Friendship MBC
(7:00 pm), Friday, July 25th by
Bethlehem MBC (7:00 pm), Banquet at the Princess Martha Saturday July 26th 6:00 pm and
anniversary proper Sunday, July
27, 2014 by First Baptist Church
of Progress Village at 4:00 pm.
Join us as we recognize and ap-

plaud a decade of leadership.
The Women’s Ministry is actively preparing for their annual
seminar scheduled for Saturday,
August 16, 2014, 8:30 am to 2:30
pm. The theme this year is Sisters Singing Praises: Hallelujah
Anyhow. For registration and additional information please call
the church office (327-0554).
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians 4:1
Telephone:
727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Real Talk with Kisha Jordan
National TV Show & WRXB Praise 1590 AM

When you’re blessed, you’re blessed
When you’re blessed;
you’re blessed and that settles
it! Remember, you are not
blessed some of the time, you
are blessed at all times. I know
you are probably saying Pastor Kisha you have no idea
what I am going through. The
trails are overwhelming, the
pain is too great, the finances
are dried up, the relationship
is over. And you are absolutely
right. I do not know what you
are going through. But, bless
God you are “going through”.
We all experience sunshine
and rain, heartache and pain,
good days and bad days, ups
and downs. Life is a roller
coaster ride. Aimee Mullins
writes “Giving up is conceding
that things will never get better, and that is just not true.
Ups and downs are a constant
in life, and I’ve been belted
into that roller coaster a thousand times”.
Yes, life can be tough. But,
I am submitting for your consideration that God is bigger
than your circumstances and if
you will trust in the Lord He
will see you through. According to the word of God, He has
delivered your life from death
and your feet from falling, that
you may walk before God in
the light of life (Psalm 56: 13).
The Psalmist acknowledged
the trials of life but then makes
a powerful declaration that I
want you to get in your spirit. I
would have fainted unless I believed to see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalms 27:13). Faced
with unspeakable trials Job

prophesied his own deliverance by the hand of God when
he postulated I shall come
forth as gold (Job 23:10). You
see when you’re blessed;
you’re blessed. I am challenging you my friend even during
your storm to proclaim the
blessings of God over your life.
Blessed people talk differently and they understand the
principle of the word of God,
“life and death are in the
power
of
the
tongue”
(Proverbs 18:21). Again, I challenge you to be mindful of the
words that are coming out of
your mouth. Speak life, speak
blessing, speak health, speak
prosperity, speak victory,
speak greatness, speak the
word of God over your life. Additionally, blessed people understand there is a divine
power at work in their lives.
The Apostle Paul confirms this
belief when he stated, “we
have this treasure in earthen
vessels that the excellency of
the power might be of God
and not of us” (2 Corinthians
4:7). Let the Holy Spirit have
His way in your life.
But, you cannot simply sit
idle waiting on the blessing of
God to manifest in your life.
Jesus
said
in
Matthew 12:35 “the good man
brings good things out of the
good stored up in him”. So
what should you do to manifest the blessing of God in my
life?” The answer is found in
the word of God. Deuteronomy 28:1 says, “If you fully
obey the Lord your God and
carefully follow all his com-

mands...blessings will come
on you and accompany you because you have obeyed the
Lord. Obey God in the good
times and the bad times and
watch the blessings manifest
in your life. AMEN!
Update for upcoming KJM
events:
The “We Got Each Other’s
Back” free marriage seminar
schedule for Saturday, July
19th has been rescheduled
to September 27 at 4:00pm, the
event will take place at the
Clarion Hotel located at 20967
US Hwy 19 North, Clearwater,
Florida. The seminar will be
lead by my husband, Dr.
Jerome D. Jordan and I. We
have been married for over 25
years and together for over 30
years. We will share the lessons learned, experiences and
wisdom gained over the years
to better equip others for a life
of happy matrimony.
Kisha Jordan Ministries is
celebrating the 4th year of the
Real Talk with Kisha Jordan
television broadcast. The celebration will take place onAugust 29th at 7:30pm at the
Clarion Hotel located at 20967
US Hwy 19 North, Clearwater,
Florida. Please contact KJM
Ministries at (813) 3807771 for more information.
To keep up with KJM
events, itinerary, etc., visit us
on any one of our Social Media
sites:
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries
www.kishajordanenterprises.org

First Mt. Zion
Please join First Mt. Zion as
they will be “Cruising on The Living Water With God” during the
spring dates of March 29 - April 2,
2015. This four day cruise will be

sailing from Port Canaveral
aboard the Carnival Sensation
to Freeport and Nassau in the Bahamas. For adult and children’s
rates and more specific details,

you may contact Cruise Consultant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell at 727434-0072, or Reverend Joseph
Bell at 727-865-7539.

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600
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