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PROJECT ALPH 
by Bill Russell9 UTG 

While down at �C�a�v�e�~�W�i�t�h�o�u�t�-�A�-�N�a�m�e� just after the Texas Region �C�o�~�=� 

vention I decided to try to lower the water level in the river enough to 
break the siphon which had blocked upstream exploration about 700 feet 
beyond the commercial parto The water could be lowered ·about 18 J.nches 
by digging around a dam that had been built to provide a waterfall at 
the end of the commercial part.. Since three skindivers from Fto Worth9 

Bill �R�i�c�h�a�r�d�s�o�n�~� Jim �E�a�g�a�n�~� and Denny Hamric had said that the ceiling 
in the siphon was only about a foot under water with the cave continuing 
�b�e�y�o�n�d�~� it seemed worthwhile to try to break the siphon. 

After four nights of �d�i�g�g�i�n�g�~� one with the help 
grandchildren3 we had the level down about 15 incheso 
about three inches of air space through the old siphon. 
Bill Cronenwett and I came down and finished digging the 
plored the upstream passageo 

of Dr. Kopeke 's 
This provided 

Two weeks later 
ditch, and ex-

There was now about five inches of clearance through the old siphon 
and beyond the passage continued as before, a 10 by 10 foot passage 
averaging waist deep in water and mud$- 'Ihe first ehange was the end of 
the deep mud, the floor now being rock, somet:imes with a few inches of 
silt on ito About 2000 feet beyond the old siphon there is a three foot 
waterfall.. From here the passage is smaller9 about 5 by 5 with a crack 
about two feet wide and four or five feet high running along the ceiling 
most of the way.. After about 1500 feet and two travertine dams the �p�a�s�~� 
sage ends in a siphon.. This siphon can probably be broken qy breaking 
one of the travertine damso 

One interesting note about this cave is that the last part of the 
cave goes south9 making the cave form a horseshoes one end being the 
Deadman i s Cave water e:x:i. t on Spring Creek9 and the other end· being the 
siphon that now blocks eJq_Jlorationo This siphon is nearly under Spring 
Creek alsoo No salamanders were seen but they could easily have been 
overlooked. Many crawfish and two crickets were all the living things 
seen beyond the siphon .. 

FUTURE PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

THE 'IEX.AS CAVER will now be published on a regular schedule.. Each 
issue wil l be printed on the first day of the second month of each 
issuej ioeo9 the �N�o�v�e�m�b�e�~�D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� issue will be printed December 1 .. The 
d.eadl.ine for each issue will be the 25th day of the first month of each 
issuej: �i �~ �e �o �9� deadline for the November=December issue will be November 
25.. It is hoped that this regular publication schedule will help make 
THE 'IEXAS CAVER a greater asset to the Texas Regiono 
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THE 19.59 'IEXAS REGION CONVENTION 

Labor Day of 19.59 is past history now; but to the Texas Region it is 
important historyoit was Labor Day of 19.59 that the members of the Texas 
Region descended upon the Central Texas town of Fredericksburg to have 
their annual conventiono This year 1 s convention was perhaps one of the 
most critical in the Region's historyo During the three day convention8 
many of the problems which have been prying the Region apart for the past 
year were frankly and openly discussed among the participants .. An honest 
evaluation of the problems of the Region by the Board of Governors re
vealed that regional difficiill:ti.es could be overcome by cooperation and 
l.mderstandingo 

One of the first matters on the Board of Governors meeting agenda 
was the proposed division of the Texas Region into two separate but ce= 
operating districts .. The Board's decision to table this motion was a big 
step towards a better region .. . Unless the. Texas Region remained unified, 
the grottos would pull apart until cooperation would reach a standstill. 

Ways of preventing this were discussed by the BOG. Suggested was 
that the Region hold a region project, similar to the past two regional 
Longhorn efforts, in which all the grottos of the Regron would partici~ 
pateo The tim:l suggested was the lhanisgiving Holidays. 1he cave sug~ 
gested was Felton Cave, not far from Sonora, Texaso· Felton seems to be 
an ideal choice for a regional project 9 for there is still much work to 
be done in ito The cave is large enough to permit a large number of 
people to work in it and not get in each other's way. Also, there is no 
reliable map existing of the cave 9 and there is no single person who 
lmows the entire caveo Another point in its favor is that the land npon 
which it is located will not be closed during deer season. 

After a talk on the 1960 NSS Convent ion, which is to be held at 
Carlsbads New Mexicos by Ken Bakers the 1960 convention chairman9 the 
Board of Governors discussed ways in which the Texas Region might parti
cipate to help make the convention a successoit was decided that instead 
of having a Texas Region Convention in 1960~ the Texas Region would put 
all its effort into the nati onal convention9 taking a few hours off one 
afternoon to hold the Board of Governors meetingo In this ways all the 
Region Rs effort will pe put towards one objective" 

'lhe .. location of the January Board of Governors meeting was discussed., 
It was agreed upon by mambers' of the board that the meeting s4ould 
be held in a town which was centrally located so that all grottos would 
have a more or less equal distance to travel to atten0 the meetingo This 
also was another big step in holding the Region t ogether for it will 
eliminate much at the discrimination which someof the Texas grottos have 
fel t o The town decided upon was J1.metion3 Texaso 

Yes 9 Labor Day of 19.59 is past history9 but it is mighty important 
history for the 'Thxas Regiono It was Labor Day weekend that the Texas 
Region adopted new policies to strengthen cooperation and build enth=_ 
usiasm so as to mam our Texas Region bigger and bettero ToHo White 
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