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THE 1959 TEXAS REGION CONVEN TION

Labor Day of 1959 is past history now; but to the Texas Region it is
important history.It was Labor Day of 1959 that the members of the Texas
Region descended upon the Central Texas town of Fredericksburg to have
their annual convention, This yearis convention was perhaps one of the
most critical in the Region's history. During the three day convention,
many of the problems which have been prying the Region apart for the past
year were frankly and openly discussed among the participants. An honest
evaluation of the problems of the Region by the Board of Governors re-
vealed that regional difficulties could be overcome by cooperation and
understanding.

One of the first matters on the Board of Governors meeting agenda
was the proposed division of the Texas Region into two separate but co=
operating districts. The Board's decision to table this motion was a big
step towards a better region. Unless the Texas Region remained unified,
the grottos would pull apart until cooperation would reach a standstill,

Ways of preventing this were discussed by the BOG. Suggested was
that the Region hold a region project, similar to the past two regional
Longhorn efforts, in which all the grottos of the Region would partici=
pate, The time suggested was the Thanksgiving Holidays. The cave sug-
gested was Felton Cave, not far from Sonera, Texas, Felton seems to be
an ideal choice for a regional projecty, for there is still much work to
be done in it, The cave is large enough to permit a large number of
people to work in it and not get in each other's way. Also, there is no
reliable map existing of the cave, and there is no single person who
knows the entire cave. Another point in its favor is that the land upon
which it is located will not be closed during deer season.

After a talk on the 1960 NSS Convention, which is to be held at
Carlsbad, New Mexico, by Ken Baker, the 1960 convention chairman, the
Board of Governors discussed ways in which the Texas Regiocn might parti-=
cipate to help make the convention a success.It was decided that instead
of having a Texas Region Convention in 1960, the Texas Region would put
all its effort into the national conventiony taking a few hours off one
afternoon to hold the Board of Governors meeting. In this way, all the
Region’s effort will be put towards one objective.

The location of the January Board of Governors meeting was discussed,
It was agreed upon by members of the board that the meeting should
be held in a town which was centrally located so that all grottos would
have a more or less equal distance to travel to attend the meeting. This
also was another big step in holding the Region together for it will
eliminate much of the discrimination which someof the Texas grottos have
felt, The town decided upon was Junction, Texas,

Yes, Labor Day of 1959 is past history, but it is mighty important
history for the Texas Region, It was Labor Day weekend that the Texas
Region adopted new policies to strengthen cooperation and build enth-
usiasm so as to make our Texas Region bigger and better. T.H. Whl;é .
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