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Meme’s
Beauty
Gallery:
Looking
toward the
future

New time
for Sunday
Market on
the Deuces

Mrs. Mary of Fresh Bake
with her fresh baked
cakes and pies.
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Deuces Renaissance
Sunday Market, which
comes alive weekly with
the call of friendly vendors,
the smell of freshly baked
goods and the sounds of
soulful music, now has new
hours to adjust for the
Florida summer heat.
Located at the intersection of 22nd Street South
and Ninth Avenue, the
Market is now open from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. and has featured a variety of vendors
selling fresh fruits and vegetables, freshly baked
cakes, Jamaican fare and
even barbecue ribs and
chicken.
Aside from tasty edibles, the Market offers
such eclectic items for sale
as books, artwork and even
clothing. There is currently
a special rate offered to
new vendors ($40 per
month) to encourage an increase in activity.
See MARKET, page 9

L-R, Veronica James, Tracy Darity and Donald Dowridge, Jr. are just a few of the authors that will be
present at the Tampa Bay Black Authors and Business Showcase Sat., Aug. 9.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Black authors and local
black businesses will be on
display at The St. Petersburg Museum of History
in downtown St. Petersburg for the first ever

Tampa Bay Black Authors
and Business Showcase
Sat., Aug. 9.
More black owned
businesses and area authors are needed to make
the event a success, so
don’t miss out at a chance
to network and sell, sell,
sell!

August marks National
Black Business month
across the nation, but
many people have never
heard of it. Therefore, one
local businesswoman decided to bring attention to
the movement while highlighting adult literacy in the
African-American commu-

When Sweetbay left
Tangerine Plaza,
Jamekka Harris said
her income fell
dramatically.

nity.
Rinita Anderson, owner
of Urban Exposure Inc. a
marketing business specializing in urban communities and businesses, is
the brainchild behind the
event.

BY EMILY WEHUNT
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
When the Sweetbay Supermarket pulled out of Tangerine Plaza in February
2013, business at Meme’s
Beauty Gallery came to a
screeching halt.
Business at the beauty
shop had been booming,
said owner Jamekka Harris, 39. She had seven employees and a steady flow of
traffic, most of it from the
grocery store a few steps
away in the shopping center at 22nd Street S and
18th Avenue.
Then Sweetbay departed and the bottom fell
out, Harris said. She lost
more than half her income
and struggled to pay her
bills. She laid off her employees, and for a few
months she worked alone.
“I had thoughts of closing down,” she said.

See SHOWCASE, pages 3

Commercial Vehicle Driving at pTEC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Ever feel the call of the
open road? Do you have
the desire and drive to
tackle wide stretches of
highway in a big rig
truck?
At the Pinellas Technical Education Center
(pTEC) in St. Pete, people
of all backgrounds can
learn how to operate
these powerful trucks in
the Commercial Vehicle
Driving program.
“We have students
from all walks of life who

are either bored in retirement or want to make a
career change, or it’s just
something they’ve always
wanted to do — drive a
truck,” said Laura Kingsland, one of three instructors of the course.
A St. Pete native,
Kingsland has been
teaching at pTEC for 20
years and is no stranger
to the highways herself,
for she has 17 years of
road driving experience.
“Each student has to
obtain 1,000 miles of
hands-on driving, on a variety of roads and conditions in the state of

Instructor Laura Kingsland teaches
how to check fluids.
Florida,” Kingsland explained. “We do about a
200 mile radius for them



to get those miles, so they
do a lot of road driving.”
See pTEC, page 6

See MEME’S, page 7



                                                                 

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg Alumni Kappas
welcome new initiates
ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Alumni
Chapter recently welcomed
three new initiates into
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc.
“These gentlemen bring
unique qualities into our organization that 100 percent
aligns with our fraternity’s
motto of achievement,” said
Intake Chair Tyrone Laury.
Marcus Anderson, a native of St. Petersburg, is a
proud father and a dedicated
family man. He graduated
from Lakewood High School
in 2003 and from the University of South Florida with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Criminology in 2007.
His goal in life is to be an
exemplary role model for his
daughter and the beautiful
community of St. Petersburg. Anderson is the CEO
and Director of Tampa Bay
Behavioral Health Centers
(TBBHC). He has owned

and operated several local
assisted living facilities since
2009.
Andrew Nicholas is originally from Atlanta. He attended Florida A & M
University and graduated
with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Cardiopulmonary
Science. He is currently employed by St. Petersburg
General Hospital as a Registered Respiratory Therapist,
and is very dedicated to helping people and is actively involved in St. Petersburg
Alumni’s Kappa League program as a mentor.
Lawrence Williams III
was a native of Bradenton
and was very active in his
community serving as a
mentor, counselor and an active member of several organizations including the
Sarasota-Manatee Florida A
& M University Alumni Association and the NAACP.
He was recently elected to

the St. Petersburg Alumni
chapter office of Strategus
for the 2014-15 fraternal year.
Williams graduated from
FAMU in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Relations. Prior to attending
FAMU he proudly served in
the United States Army. He
was expected to graduate in
the fall of 2014 with a master’s degree from Webster
University.
The St. Petersburg
Alumni Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi was deeply saddened to hear that Brother
Lawrence Williams III
passed away on July 7 while
returning
home
from
Louisiana. New chapter
Polemarch Michael Clarke
said, “Brother Williams was
excited about what Kappa
stood for and what he could
do to make our chapter and
fraternity better. He will be
missed in body, but never
forgotten in spirit.”

L-R, Marcus Anderson, Andrew Nicholas, Lawrence Williams III)
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1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Why do I need to be a better saver?
Today’s column continues our series of up-to-date tips and reports,
which will help a family prepare a reasonable, affordable financial plan with
a goal of achieving financial freedom.
Saving money is critical to your family’s financial future. Despite the challenges of often stretching income to
pay bills and perhaps feeling there simply is not enough money to build savings, it is important to know that
savings is the first step of good money
management. Savings is an investment
in yourself and your future.
The FDIC Money Smart curriculum
talks about the concept of “Paying Yourself First.” Paying yourself first means
that when you get a paycheck, you put
some of that money in a savings account before you pay your other bills.
Benefits to paying yourself first:
• Learn to manage money better.
• Save money toward goals you
have identified.
• Improve your standard of living.
• Have money for emergencies.
Some of the major expenses people
save for include: unexpected events
such as loss of job, car repair, or hospitalization; down payment for a house,
car, or other large purchases; postsecondary education; vacation; retirement.
If you don’t have enough money
saved for future goals, emergencies
and to retire someday, this is the time
to become a better saver by following
these tips.
Building savings:
• Consider “needs” versus “wants”
– determine whether you’re buying products or services you really need. Give some thought to
items on which you could spend
less. Do you eat out at restaurants
a lot? Can you cut back on daily
expenses, such as coffee, candy,
soda, or cigarettes? Do you have
services you could do without,
such as cable television or expensive cell phones?
• Make savings automatic – put a
portion of every paycheck you receive into your savings account by
using direct deposit or automatic
transfer. You’ll be much less likely
to spend the money that way.
• Pay yourself first – set aside
money for savings at the beginning of each month, rather than
waiting to see what’s left at the
end. Decide on a percentage of
your monthly income (for example, 5 – 10%) to direct deposit or
transfer into your savings account.
• Put “extra” money into savings –

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
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if you receive any extra money,
put it into savings. This extra
money could be from a tax refund, a raise or bonus, or a gift. If
you have paid off a loan, keep
making the monthly payments –
to yourself, in your own savings
account!
• Pay your bills on time – when you
pay your bills on time, you avoid
late fees, extra finance charges,
disconnection of (and re-connection fees for) phone, electricity, or
other services. You also avoid the
cost of eviction, the repossession
of cars or other items, bill collectors.
• Avoid check-cashing stores – At
$10 or more for each check you
cash, this can add up to several
hundred dollars per year. Consider opening a checking account
at a bank or credit union instead.
• Save for retirement – If you work
for a company that offers a retirement savings plan, participate. If
you’re self-employed, set up a retirement savings account of your
own.
• Avoid debt that does not help
build long-term financial security.
Avoid borrowing money for
things that do not provide financial benefits or that do not last as
long as the loan. Examples of
such debt include a vacation,
clothing and dinners out in restaurants. Examples of debt that help
build long-term financial security
include paying for college or technical education, buying or remodeling a house, buying a car to get
to work.
• Save your change at the end of
the day. Take that change and deposit it in the bank every week or
month.
For more information, please stop
by the office at 1600 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. S. S., St. Petersburg, or call us
at 727-821-6897. You can also look us up
on the web at www.nhsfl.org.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas County Community Development, and the City of St.
Petersburg. Sources for this article include the FDIC Money Smart program
and Hands on Banking (Money skills for
life), a financial education curriculum
provided by Wells Fargo as a public service.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay Black Authors and Business Showcase
From SHOWCASE, page 1

“The whole deal is to get
the community working together again,” explained Anderson who wants the south
side community, dominated
mostly by African-American
families, to reinvest in each
other just like the days when
22nd Street South was alive
and thriving. “We all knew
each other, now the market is
so fragmented. This is an opportunity for us to pull together as a people and to
support each other.”
So if you’re an author or
own a business and you’re
also an African American,
this is the time to take action.
For just $75, black authors
can boost their own profit
margin. With a table dedicated to them at the event authors can merchandise their
books and are eligible to
keep 100 percent of their
profits.
Small business vendors
can join in with just a $150
fee, with larger vendors paying a hundred dollars more.
But the big deal is the
promotions that both authors
and businesses will receive.
Media attention that Anderson says small businesses
and self-published authors
just can’t afford to purchase
on their own.
“The key really is the
campaign,” she said. “That’s
several thousands of dollars
you’re being included in.”
The media bonanza consists of plugs on AM1150
WTMP, the home of the Tom
Joyner Morning Show, mentioning in The Weekly Challenger, both print and online,
as well as other on-air promotional opportunities that are
still in negotiation.
Anderson believes the
Tampa Bay Black Authors
and Business Showcase is
the ideal way to spread the
word about where to go for
services and product when
heading out to do a little
shopping.
“Black business people,
we often communicate differently and we use mediums
that look like us,” said Anderson who wants to spread the
word that African-American
businesses and authors have
good quality products for
sale. She wants the community “to be able to know who
the other black businesses
are so that we can do business with them, to support
each other.”
The deadline to take part
in the showcase is July 17,
but Anderson urges a quick
signup as the earlier you
commit to appear, the more
promotional spots you’ll receive. In fact, just last week a
number of authors already
on the agenda to attend the
Tampa Bay Black Authors

CON N ECT

WITH

US!

and Business Showcase
were interviewed on WTMP
where they were given a
chance to promote their
newest books.
Authors such as Barbara Sorey Love of Clearwater with her book,
“Conversations in the Key
of Me…Just Keeping It
Real”
and
Donald
Dowridge, a Baltimore native and Tampa resident,
whose book “The Power of
Being a Winner” reveals an
inspirational story full of terror and upheaval that will
motivate and inspire readers. Dowridge is currently
broadcast on local station
WTMP and will be speaking at the event in August.
Veronica James will also
be on-hand to explain her
new book just out this past
April entitled, “Words for
Life: Ms. James’ Pocket Wisdom,” which came about
through her experience in
the classroom.
But if you’re a first time
author don’t hesitate to come
on board, the showcase is
perfect for getting those titles
out as well. Like Maude
“Candy” McDonald who has
signed up to promote and
distribute her book “Poetically Blessed.”
Various literacy organizations will be present as well,
such as the Literacy Council
of St. Petersburg who is also
a co-sponsor, along with The
Weekly Challenger, which

works to derail illiteracy
amongst adults. A mission
that Anderson holds near
and dear to her heart.
“I want to connect the
people that can read with the
people who can’t,” said Anderson who believes the literacy component of the
showcase is huge. Anderson
remembers when her
mother taught adult education some 20 years ago and
feels the need for intervention within the African- American community is sorely
needed.
“I just went into an adult
class where the students
couldn’t read and they were
all African American,” she
said. “I just don’t think in 2014
we should still have that situation.”
Anderson is still looking
to get the word out to black
run businesses in the area
and encourages institutions
involved in all areas of business to take part. Those in
web design, the medical
field and cosmetology such
as beauty salons, hair braiding and barbers are all encouraged to sign up. Artists,
photographers, and restaurateurs are also urged to
take part in the spectacular
event that promises to bring
the local community together and support literacy
across the county.
“We need as many black
business people as we can to
register now to become ven-

dors,” said Anderson who is
excited about the potential of
the event. “People can meet
and greet them and spend
money with them on that
day.”
Guest speakers, author
lectures and writer’s workshops will be held at the
event. There will be a “Children’s Book Nook” with storytelling and book giveaways
and live entertainment.
So whether you’re a vendor trying to promote your
business, an author wanting a
little exposure for your book
or a patron wishing to show
their support for black owned
businesses and entrepreneurial endeavors, the Tampa Bay
Black Author and Business
Showcase has something for
everyone.
Anderson encourages
community groups and organizations to attend and
back the affair, and hopes
local sororities, fraternities,
retired educators and
churches will come together and talk. If interested
in a spot at the event, contact Urban Exposure, Inc. at
727-827-2095 and register
your business today.
The Magnuson Hotel
Marina Cove, Rebecca Stewart - RE/MAX Metro,
WTMP Radio and RobinsonAlverdean - State Farm Insurance Agent and The Weekly
Challenger are sponsors.
See ad below.

Results of the poll taken at
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Which one of the candidates should Mayor
Kriseman choose for St. Petersburg's next chief of
police?

Melanie Bevan 69.89% (195 votes)
Jerr y Geier 1.79% (5 votes)
Terrence Pierce 0.36% (1 votes)
Thaddeus Reddish 25.09% (70 votes)
None of the above, start the search over 3% (8 votes)
Total Votes: 279
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg College - Center of
Excellence Brain Bowl Competition
ST. PETERSBURG —
What is the Brain Bowl
Competition?
Each year since 1985,
the Florida Education Fund
has hosted an Annual State
Brain Bowl Competition designed to motivate students
to improve skills in mathematics, writing and reading.
Students prepare for the
Brain Bowl over a period of
several months by solving
challenging mathematical
problems; reading college
level written works; learning and using advanced vocabulary in writing and
speech; and exercising their
writing, speaking and critical thinking skills to compose and present essays on
character-related principles.
After training and preparation, students compete to
test their knowledge and

win college scholarships
and other prizes. More than
16,000 students have participated as team members,
and more than 700 students
have won scholarships donated by Florida’s public
and private colleges and universities
Competition categories:
• Mathematics. Students in grades 6 through
12 compete in teams to
solve challenging problem
questions derived from the
FCAT and the SAT.
• History & Culture.
Teams of students in grades
6 through 12 compete by answering FCAT- and SATbased vocabulary and
comprehension questions
drawn from college-level literary and historical works.
• Word Wizard Students
in grades 3 through 8 com-

pete to spell and answer
sentence completion and
analogy questions on words
taken from the FCAT vocabulary lists for their grade
levels.
• Laws of Life Essay
Contest. Students in grades
3 through 12 compete in
this contest that requires
them to exercise writing
and critical thinking skills to
meet or exceed grade level
expectations defined by the
Sunshine State Standards.
• NAS Voices Speech
and Oratory Contest. Students in grades 9 through
12 compete in this contest
that requires them to exercise public speaking, writing
and critical thinking skills as
they form opinions on
thought-provoking national
and international issues.

SPC Avengers – 2014 Winners 1st Place County/Regional Competitions
Winners Circle & Recipients of College Scholarships - State Competition
Team Members from left to right: Gilbert Joyce, Emory Graham, Matthew
Pinckney, Elliot Graham, Vivica Roberson, Mar’Kisha Sherrod, Shenyah Ruth

REFERRAL LINE: 1.888.920.8761

suppoRt seRvices

Kinship Services Network provides relative caregivers with a
whole new world of support.
Families receive a thorough in-home assessment to determine family
support needs.
The Family Support Coordinator works with the family to link to the
services they need such as:
• public Benefits application assistance
• counseling / therapy
• legal services
• access to Medical care
• Mentoring
• Respite assistance
• academic tutoring / support
• social / Recreational activities
• neighborhood support
• transportation
• vocational support
• substance abuse treatment

RefeRRal to Kinship seRvices netwoRK
WHO?

Any Relative Caregiver may participate in
the program. A Relative Caregiver may be a
grandparent, aunt or uncle, sibling, or even a
cousin - any relative caring full-time for a child.

HOW?

THE REFERRAL PROCESS IS SIMPLE. Call the
Kinship Services Intake Line at 1.888.920.8761

WHAT THEN?

A Family Support Coordinator will contact the
Relative Caregiver and coordinate the needed
support and services with the family. In-home
services available.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ready for the open road? Call pTEC
From pTEC, page 1

The 320-hour course,
which is offered exclusively on
the St. Pete campus of pTEC,
takes roughly nine weeks to
complete. Before students
take
on
actual
road
driving they spend about 80
hours between the classroom
and range driving time, during
which they learn such essentials as doing pre-trip inspections along with shifting,
handling and backing up a
truck, all in a confined area.
Once they get out on the
road, the program takes
measures to provide handson training with realistic conditions.
“Some of our trailers are
fully loaded to simulate
weight so they’re not driving
an empty vehicle out there
on the road all the time,”
Kingsland said.
Students are also given
the responsibility of transporting actual cargo so they can
acquire “live experience” for
when they become professional drivers, Kingsland said.
“Right now we are contracted with the Florida Humanities Council sponsored
by the Smithsonian, and we
are transporting art exhibits
to small towns in Florida,”
she stated. “We’ll pick up the
exhibit and deliver it to the
museum in one town and it’ll
spend six weeks there, then
we go pick it up and well take

it to the next town.”
Students generally must
be 21 to enter the program,
but the center has made exceptions.
“The only problem with
someone under 21 is that
they cannot leave the state of
Florida,” Kingsland said.
“They have to run only in the
state and few companies do
that as far as tractor trailer.”
But she added pTEC also
trains students for Commercial Class B Driving, which
involves smaller delivery
trucks,
dump
trucks,
garbage trucks, etc.
Once students complete
the course they have the opportunity to be hired by recruiters who come directly
to the campus.
“We have a variety of
companies that will hire out
of the school,” Kingsland remarked. “Last month we had
a two-day event where there
were 11 recruiters coming in
to hire students, which is a
good thing for Florida.”
She explained that it can
be difficult to get hired out of
Florida in the trucking industry because it is a state
where “freight comes in but
nothing goes out,” but pTEC
is doing what it can to bring
together program graduates
and companies seeking drivers. This includes its first
transportation industry job

fair, scheduled for Nov. 8 at
the St. Pete pTEC driving facility. So far the Center has
five companies who have
committed, including tractor-trailer companies and organizations like the Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA) bus line.
“Even though we don’t
train on the buses,” Kingsland said, “those organizations will train on the buses
and put you to work there.
The Tampa Bay Times will

be out here representing
their company as well. It’s
open to the public and to
drivers who are ready to
change careers. We’re really
looking forward to it!”
Kingsland’s enthusiasm
for the course is apparent as
she is committed to not only
helping students become
professionals but also improving how some may perceive the truck driving
business.
“Sometimes our industry

doesn’t have the best image
out there,” she said, “and we
would certainly like our students to become professionals in our industry and not
just a ‘steering wheel holder,’
as they say.”
And for some folks, this
course can provide the turnaround they have been seeking for some time.
“Sometimes we’ll get students in here who might have
a low self-esteem or who
haven’t really accomplished

much so far in life,” Kingsland said. “And you really see
them blossom when they
start to get this and it comes
around for them. I think that’s
probably the most rewarding
thing for us here.”
The next Commercial
Vehicle Driving class starts
every six weeks, so if
you’re interested in this career path, please visit
myptec.org or call 727-8932500. Financial aid is available. See ad below.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete’s finest:
Tim Jackson

 


ST. PETERSBURG
— It’s official, another
Gibbs High School
Alum has made it to the
big time. Scholar and
athlete Tim Jackson has
signed with the Houston Texans. Proud parents Al and Cassandra
Jackson are pleased
that he first received his
degree in early December from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in exercise sport science before signing.
Tim attended Gibbs High from 2006-10
and graduated with a 3.8 GPA. As the captain
of the football team, he helped lead them to
the district championship for the first time in
history.
“To God be the glory,” said his mother.
Congratulations to Tim for being one of
St. Pete’s finest.

Courtesy of



      
     


        

 
 



      
       
 
    
 
    
      




Things are looking up for Meme’s Beauty Gallery
From MEME’S, page 1

But Larry Newsome,
the head of the company
that runs the shopping
center, persuaded Harris
and other Tangerine Plaza
tenants to stick it out. He
worked with those who
couldn’t pay their rent on
time, she said. With a Walmart coming to replace
the Sweetbay, he said,
surely their sales would
rebound.
His counsel proved
wise. Since the Walmart
opened on Jan. 29, Harris
said, business has picked
up, although it is still not
as brisk as before. She has
three employees and they
see 10 to 20 customers a
day.
For years, Midtown
did not have a supermarket. Residents had to leave
their neighborhood to
shop at a full-service grocery or else pay higher
prices at nearby convenience stores.
The city spent heavily
in the quest to bring a supermarket to the neighborhood, according to the
Tampa Bay Times. It paid
$5.1 million to buy the
land at the northeast corner of 22nd Street and
18th Avenue and tear
down the buildings there.
It loaned another $1.4 million to a nonprofit to build
out the inside of the store
and spent $400,000 to
bury power lines.
Then it leased the
shopping center to Urban
Development Solutions,

  



which is headed by Newsome.
It took several years
for the city, Newsome and
private entrepreneurs to
persuade Sweetbay to put
a store in the low-income
neighborhood in 2005.
And when Sweetbay
pulled out eight years
later, it took several
months to land Walmart
as a replacement and several more months for Walmart to upgrade the space
and move in.
In the meantime,
Meme’s Beauty Gallery
and other shops in the
shopping center watched
their business drop dramatically.
Harris said that she
has lived in Midtown her
entire life and that five
generations of her family
have grown up in the com-

 



 


   

munity. She began doing
hair when she was 16 at a
salon on the corner of
22nd Street S. and 15th Avenue.
“It was my first job,”
Harris said. “It’s all I
know.”
She continued her education and got her cosmetology license from the
Pinellas Technical Education Center. She opened
her salon in Midtown in
2007 because she loved
the
community
and
wanted to give back.
When
business
dragged last year, Harris
still kept her salon open
every day. The construction upgrades for Walmart
made things even worse.
Some people thought the
shop had closed.
“Thank God for the
regulars; they are what



kept us going,” said Harris.
She said she has been
working on marketing the
business more and hopes
to eventually hire a larger
variety of licensed staff, including nail technicians,
estheticians and makeup
specialists. Harris believes
in the community and is
looking toward the future.
“It’s a great area.”
Harris said. “We just need
the community to strive
together and keep supporting each other’s businesses.”
Emily Wehunt is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg. Reach her at
ewehunt@mail.usf.edu. Information from the Tampa
Bay Times was used in this
report.

        



  

 
  
        

      




HELP WANTED
St. Petersburg, Florida-Elementary
School Teacher Needed (K-3):
College Degree & prior experience
working with children.
Level 2 Background & Drug Test
Required. Please send resume to:
lcoley.mzca@mzprogressive.org
or Fax to: 727-896-6103







BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  





 
 



 

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Junior College Alumni celebrates 57 years
BY DR. WALTER SMITH
Contributing Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — It
was in 1949 when three
young African-American
men challenged the School
Board of Escambia County
about the establishment of
a two-year college for white
citizens and neglected the
needs of the black citizens
for education beyond high
school.
These young men, who
were identified as the
Negro Citizens Council for
Junior College development, were Clarence Benboe, Solomon Brookins
and C. J. DeValt. After
much insistence that there
should be a Junior College
for negroes in the Pensacola area, the School
Board, with the approval of
the State Board of Education, established years 13
and 14 at the Booker T.
Washington High School
BTWHS in Pensacola.
The doors to this institution were opened in September 1949. This effort
brought forth the concept
of the need for a Community College Council for the
State of Florida.
Gibbs Junior College
(GJC), the second Negro
Junior College in Florida
was established in St. Pe-

tersburg eight years later
in 1957, under the leadership of Dr. John W. Rembert who was at that time
the Principal of Gibbs High
School.
The concept of public
junior colleges was approved by the Florida Legislature
upon
the
recommendations of the
Florida Community College Council. Obviously,
there were no facilities for
the new college when it
was founded. Therefore,
the junior college students
attended class at night in
the facilities of Gibbs High
School.
Nevertheless, Rembert
with the support of several
community leaders was
able to get the school board
to build new facilities
within one year. By the beginning of the 1958 academic year, Gibbs Junior
College was in its own facilities on the same street as
the high school.
The GJC programs
were outstanding throughout the 10 years of its existence.
Under
the
leadership of Rembert, outstanding academic leaders
were recruited to the college. The faculty came
from several areas of the
United States. Hence, an
atmosphere of Metropoli-

tan development was a part
of the institution’s functions
at every level.
This concept enhanced
the development of outstanding students in academics, athletics, music,
theatrics and other activities that undergirded the
growth and development of
the college. Throughout its
existence, students came
from several counties:
Bradenton,
Hernando,
Hillsborough, Pasco, as
well as Pinellas in the Central Florida area. Students
also came from as far away
as Orlando and North
Florida Counties. The college also attracted students
from the Bahamas.
When the institution finally merged with St. Petersburg Junior College,
many of the graduates decided that the Legacy of the
GJC must not fall to the
wayside. Therefore, under
the leadership of several
GJC graduates, led by the
First President of the GJC
Alumni Association, Teresena Bryant, the organization became a 501(c)(3)
operation. This provided
the opportunity for the development of scholarship
programs to continue providing education opportunities to African-American
students in pursuit of a col-

L-R, Minson Rubin and Dr. Paul Mohr

Reginald Roundtree






lege degree.
To date, the GJC
Alumni
Association
(GJCAA) has provided
scholarships to more than
50 students who began
their education beyond
high school at St. Petersburg College and many of
them have continued to
pursue further higher education opportunities at universities all over the
country.
Under the leadership of
President William H. McCloud, the GJCAA is continuing to grow as the
organization’s leaders are
reaching to attract former
GJC graduates as well as
other persons who are interested in helping the organization to make a
difference in the community. The philosophy of the
GJCAA is to motivate more
African-American youth to
attain a college education
and pursue a variety of professional careers.
The 2014 Celebration
continued the historical
concept of recognizing outstanding faculty and staff,
graduates of the college,
honoring
prospective
scholars and the maintenance of the celebrated
Golf Tournament at the Innisbrook Resort and Golf
Club.

Gibbs Junior College Alumni

Col. George Brown

Perhaps, the most outstanding event this year
was the “Ring of Honor.”
This exciting activity that
was held on the Gibbs
Campus of St. Petersburg
College provided special
recognition to administrators, faculty members, athletic
coaches
and
outstanding student leaders and athletes.
Under the leadership of
Alumni Minson Rubin and
Josephine Smith, a vast
array of administrators, faculty and students who provided great leadership to
the operation of the institution during their careers
were recognized. Dr. Paul
Mohr, former faculty and
alumnus Ann Sherman introduced the 2014 Ring of
Honor Recipients.
A variety of faculty and
staff were present including, but not limited to, Dr.
Margret Arnold, Coaches
Norman Jackson, George
Brown, Charles White and
Lois Howard.
There were a number of
Alumni present such as
golf pro Rufus Lewis, Dr.
Calvin Harris, Teresena
Bryant and former president of the GJCAA brought
the most noticeability
among alumni to the crowd
in attendance. And just
maybe the presence of Al-

tamese Brown, the first
Miss GJC was there.
The Banquet and gala
was held at the Hilton Carillon in St. Petersburg.
This function highlighted
the operational concept of
the GJCAA with the theme
“Our Roots, Our Legacy,
Our Future.”
The master of ceremony was Channel 10’s
lead anchor Reginald
Roundtree and State Representative Darryl Rouson,
son of the late Dr. Ervin
Rouson who was the director of guidance at GJC, was
also on hand.
The keynote speaker
for the event was St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman
and closing remarks were
given by Dr. William Law,
President of St. Petersburg
College. His remarks were
very supportive of the efforts of the GJCAA, and he
further indicated that the
efforts of the association
are an asset to the broad
community as well as the
individual students who receive scholarship support
through the organization.
President
McCloud
made it very clear that his
efforts on into the future
will be focused on whatever
it takes to keep the “Legacy
of Gibbs Junior College
Alive.”

L-R, Dr. Williams D. Law, Jr., Barbara Norris
and Bill McCloud.

L-R, Mayor Rick Kriseman and Bill McCloud

L-R, Commissioner Ken Welch and
Josephine Smith

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
Same great market, new time
From MARKET, page 1

Carla Bristol, owner of
the nearby Gallerie 909, believes this is a positive
boost to the area and admitted that the Market was a
main reason she decided to
open her gallery at 909
22nd St. S. in April, on the
same day the Market was
launched.
“They said we were
going to have a Sunday
Market right here outside
my door,” Bristol explained. “That’s exciting!”
Elihu Brayboy, owner of
the nearby ice cream parlor
and Elihu’s Consignment
store next door to Gallerie
909, plans to open a creole
restaurant right there at the
intersection in August.
“Once the creole restaurant opens that’s going to
create a whole new energy,” Bristol stated.
The Market has already
featured such talent as jazz
artist Jevon Smooth, and
Bristol said for upcoming
Sundays there will be ei-

ther a DJ or other types of
entertainment. She added
that Tampa Grown Folks
Entertainment have partnered with the Market to
provide help to attract people from outside the area.
“It’s a very, very diverse
crowd,” she said. “Old
folks, young, every nationality from every area.”
Brayboy agreed and
said that since many of the
buildings at the intersection were boarded up for
over 30 years, people are
turning up to see the revamped area.
“They’re coming out of
curiosity,” Brayboy said,
“but they’re finding good
deals! A lot of the elderly
people are making their
way to Market on Sundays
to buy their fresh fruit and
vegetables.”
He added that the Market has provided a revitalization to the area and a
fresh food supply that it has
needed for some time.

“The Sunday Market
has been a blessing,” he
said. “The Midtown area really does not have a lot of
quality fresh vegetables. So
the Market has been a
great resource for providing fresh vegetables to the
community. We see a great
future with it.”
The Sunday Market
plans to continue indefinitely. For information, call
(727) 415-9519 or (727) 5653930.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 










Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers

We Are Relocating
For Additional Information
727-822-0829
Thank you for your continued support and prayers
for my husband’s speedy recovery.
“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

  
 
 

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Calendar events for July
July 14-18 - Vacation Bible
School-Jungle Safari Theme
Bible Memory: Psalm 86:912, God is Creator, Provider,
Protector, Savior and King
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday), 6:30-9 p.m.
Friday

July 21-25 - State Convention/Youth Conference-Daytona Beach, Fla.
Coming events for Aug.
Aug. 13 - Back to School
Bash to assist the children in
the Child’s Park Community
with all the necessary items
needed to return to school.
Over the past four years, the
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church through the efforts
of the Community Outreach
Ministry has provided backpacks filled with school supplies as well as other needed
personal care items and services.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn

“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.

Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
and the Friendship family
welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Sunday
Praise and Worship are
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday Church School begins at
9:30 a.m.
Come join us each

Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7 p.m. Dr. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come join us and share in the
study of God’s word .
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

First Mt. Zion
All are invited as the
Women of Zion Chorus
presents a musical extravaganza featuring various
singing groups of the

city. The program will be
held on Sunday, July 13, 4
p.m.
First Mt. Zion is located
at
1121
22nd
Street

South. Sister Betty Newsome is the choir president
and Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Men’s Unity Ministr y Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of
each month for their unity fel-

lowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 to 8
p.m. Phone in to: 605-4772100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

What are your motivational factors?
Skin color, culture or character?
God’s name is Holy and
He is spirit and truth. Everyone has been created by God
as a spirit after His image and
likeness—-His nature and
character-Genesis 3. We are
placed in an earth suit-body
with soul mind, emotions and
desires. Every color and both
genders proceeds from Him.
Culture consists of our values,
morals, religious beliefs, language, traditions, etc. Character is the complexity of our
mental and ethical traits that
stabilize and reveal distinctive
qualities that have been built
into an individual’s life choices
which determine our response
regardless of circumstances.
Culture and character are neutral and highly individualized.
They’re learned at an early
stage of our life and subrogate
itself to what we want. Our
thoughts ultimately dictate to
our desires the path we
choose to flesh out our life.
Our skin color is predetermined by our ancestors DNA.
As a person of color I therefore ask are you black and
proud or are you black and
holy?
Recently over 300
African girls were kidnapped
by other black folks. An
African Muslim woman converted to Christianity was put
in prison, beaten and scheduled to be killed because of
her beliefs in spite of her being
pregnant. A group of American women, movie stars and
notable TV personalities
protested by chanting “bring
our girls back.” Once it was exposed they and this woman
were Christian most of them
quickly stepped off the national scene. However, the

righteous people bold as a lion
all over the world continued
protesting. They were not
ashamed of their Christian culture nor were they intimidated. The girls have been
located and this woman was finally released. Black or white,
evil is no respecter of person.
“The City of Churches”
and “God’s waiting room” is
too often looked upon in a negative light due to a meltdown
of understanding about God’s
ways. God has always chosen
cities for His glory, i.e.
Jerusalem, Zion, Bethlehem,
etc. After leading God’s people
from Egypt’s bondage, Moses
was commanded to separate
God’s people into 12 Tribes
and sub-divide them by
clans/families. The older male
usually inherited the ruler
ship blessings from his father.
Sometimes it was given to the
younger son and or to the
daughters instead. Each tribal
clan/family had particular talents and was placed strategically around the Tabernacle to
worship God continually and
as protection of the place chosen for the Tabernacle.
This is called God’s
law/principle of place. They all
had the same call but a different administration of that
same call. Much like the many
churches God has ordained in
Midtown; the last place that
African Americans were
herded to via gentrification
from various parts of the city.
All God ordained Pastors are
given the same responsibilities
the Tribal Leaders had under
Moses. To love our city into
the Kingdom of God. Jesus
Christ fulfilled the Law. He is

the head of the Church. The
community is God’s congregation moving as the Body of
Christ throughout this chosen
city of God. Remember the
Sabbath Day. Keep it holy.
This is the day God rested as
everything had been completed and eternity began to
the Jews first, then the Gentiles. However, the day of the
Gentiles is about to end [Romans 11- 12].
Do not forsake assembling
ourselves as believers outside
of the walls of our church
building (Hebrews 13:8). Our
LORD equipped us to be world
changers and not become a
part of the world systems, i.e.
businesses, arts, education,
recreation, etc. We are the salt
of the earth. St. Petersburg is
a city chosen by God. His eyes
are beholding her. This is one
reason why the sunny weather
attracts seniors from all over
the world who reverence
God’s authority/name, retire
here as they exit their journey,
and meet the Son of righteousness as He arises with healing
in his wings (Malachi 4:2).
God has made His face to
shine upon us. Local congregations are connecting point to
our Tribal family/clan. We
must exercise God’s ‘principle
of place’
God’s judgment will first
begin at the House of God. He
has given us Pastors. He has
chosen from His heart to
teach us who He has said He
is (Jeremiah 3:15]).
So what are your motivational factors in making your
decisions? Skin color, culture
or character?

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past
Do you recognize the person in these
photographs? If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

Former Gibbs teacher overcomes the odds
and writes book
BY MARCY NORTHRUP PALMERI
Contributing Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Charley
Williams, author of “Overcoming the
Odds - No Excuses - Find a Way,” has
lived a life many might think to be unattainable, however, when hearing
him speak about from where he
came, you can’t help but feel anything
is possible.
Undeterred by meager beginnings, he overcame adversity and
rose to the top over and over again.
He began his teaching career at
Gibbs High School and eventually become the principal of several area
schools over the years.
A product of a broken home,
Williams grew up in the housing projects of a rural community in Florida
with his mother who held two jobs to
make ends meet.
“My mother made a lot of sacri-

I submit to you that the King James Version
of the Bible is the Book of Life mentioned at
Revelation 20:15. A growing reward is being
offered to draw attention to what I bear witness of seeing in the Word of God. I challenge you, along with every pastor, preacher,
theologian, and teacher of the Gospel of
Christ in the world, to try and prove that I am
incorrect. Be the first to prove either one of
the following, and the reward is yours:

fices; she had less so I could have
more. She dedicated her life to me,”
explained Williams.
He credits his mother and fourth
grade teacher, Thomas Payne from
Cookman Elementary in Jacksonville,
for instilling in him inspiration, the
importance of a good education and a
positive attitude.
“My mother was talking about education from the time I left the
womb,” he laughed.
With each mention of how his life
has evolved, Williams got more excited. Sharing his story creates a platform for the endless possibilities in
store for children in underserved
communities.
From failing first grade to skipping past the sixth grade to graduating college and becoming a principal
and educational leader, his story
comes full circle and brings along the
reader by offering a glimpse of his life

through his new book.
Many in his neighborhood followed suite when they saw what a success he had become. From heading
off to Florida A&M University to earning his bachelor’s degree in Spanish
and French, to receiving a graduate
degree from New York University, to
continuing his studies at Rutgers and
Princeton and the University of Paris,
many of them used him as an inspiration and became successful, contributing members of society.
“Overcoming the Odds - No Excuses - Find a Way,” is a testimonial to
what perseverance and a good attitude can do despite one’s socio-economical background.
Meet the author at his book signing this Sat., July 12 from 5-9 p.m. in
conjunction with Gallery Walk at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum located at 2240 9th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg.

I have done wrong, but where sin abounds in my flesh, grace much more abounds
in my Spirit. It is by grace that I am fixed in Christ, having dominion, might, power,
and strength to glorify God.
Michel F. Bryant

WIN BY FAITH REPORT
PART II Professional recording booth and equipment giveaway valued at $20,000.00
Be the first to show in the King James Version of the bible where God told the man that He created, (in His
image and likeness) not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and the studio will be yours.

• Prove that any ONE of the six precepts presented in this book is Biblically incorrect
or

In part one of this challenge, I explained why it is impossible for Genesis 2:16-17 to be referring to the man
created in the image of God. Let’s go over it again, but this time we will slow things down by putting events in
chronological order.
1. God creates man (humankind) in His own image.

• Prove that this challenge is deceptive in
any way
Folks, I don’t know about you, but I am going
to put my affairs in order, and bring God the
glory He deserves and expects from me.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them. Genesis 1:27
2. God tells the man that was created in His image that he could eat from every tree in the garden, with exclusion of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. Genesis 1:29
3. God looked at everything that He had made, including mankind, and saw that it was very good.

Michel F. Bryant
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning
were the sixth day. Genesis 1:31
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4. God rested after He finished making the heavens, earth and all the host of them, including the man that
was created in His image and likeness.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended
his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. Genesis
2:1-2
Genesis 2:1-2 is a final timeline where God has finished everything that He had made, including the man
that was created in His own image and likeness. Whatever God needed to do to create man in His image and
likeness was done and finished. Nothing was required afterwards to complete the man that was created in God’s
image and likeness. To add anything to the man after Genesis 2:1-2 and say that it too is what makes man of
the likeness and image of God, is to say that God wasn’t finished.
Example: To say that man is a three part being, spirit, soul and natural body after the image and likeness of
God is to add another part to God’s finished work. God finished man in the body of Christ before the world
began, without him having a natural body. It is understood that man needed a physical body to move about in
the earth to do God’s will in the natural realm, but that does not make the natural body become part of what
makes the man created in God’s image. God finished making man in His likeness and image long before the
natural body was formed from the dust of the ground at Genesis 2:16-17.
To say that the natural body is part of God’s image and likeness is like saying, God finished making a man
in His image, and saw that he needed a car to do His will in the earth. So God planted the man in a vessel
called a car. Would that make the vessel called a car have the image and likeness of God? This natural body
that we move about in is not created in the image and likeness of God. It never was and never will be. It has a
mind and life of its own that is contrary to who we are.
Finally, everything that happens after Genesis 2:1-2, has to do with Christ making God’s finished spiritual
works, manifest in this natural world.
Now, can you look between Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:1-2 and show me where God told the man that He
created in His image and likeness not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of Good and evil?
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
The Weekly Challenger.

