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on plan

aired
at forums
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By CHRIS CURRY
Of the Crow's Nest

This tree, on the north side of the main parking lot, was one of two on
Following his trip to Arizona State
campus toppled by winds from Hurricane Gordon as the storm moved
She's not running for office, but USF past the area on Sunday, Sept. 17. Workers later righted both trees and West University, Dean William Heller
hosted forums with faculty to discuss the
President Judy Genshaft hit the campaign tied them back into place. Damage on campus was minimal.
plan for campus autonomy ·at USF St.

trail anyway, spending much of
September shopping her plan for
increased regional campus autonomy to
the Board of Regents, legislators and civic
leaders, among others.
One of her stops was an early morning breakfast Sept. 13 at the St. Petersburg
Yacht Club, where Genshaft, State Sen.
Don Sullivan and campus Dean William
Heller spoke to the trustees of the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce
and local elected officials about the future
of the Bayboro campus.
"We have a situation in St. Petersburg
where the campus has undergone developmental changes, but the university has not
addressed those changes," Genshaft said.
Genshaft's plan, which she expected
to have before State University System
Chancellor Adam Herbert by the middle
of October, would make USF St.
Petersburg into an "autonomous independent regional campus still affiliated
with USF."
"It's interesting," St. Petersburg City
Council Member Kathleen Ford said of
Genshaft's proposal. "It sounds like
there's a potential for resolution. And it's
in the best interests of students and the
community to retain the preeminent faculty we have through USF. I'm pleased that
President Genshaft understands the importance of USF St. Petersburg and is willing
to change the structure of the campus to
give it more autonomy."
Under the proposal, USF · St.
Petersburg would have separate accreditation, a separate budget, control faculty hiring and would keep the tuition money collected from its students.
The campus' programs of business,

See GENSHAFr Page 7

Burned-out street lighting keeps
students in dark, feeling uneasy
By MICHELLE PEARSON
Contributing Writer
Presumably, the safest street to walk on the USF St. Petersburg campus would be
·jn front of the University Police building on Fifth Avenue South. On Sept. 7, more than
· half of the street lights were not operating in front of that building, making it one of the
worst lit streets on campus.
In fact, that night at least 16 streetlights were not functioning around campus.
On a section of First Street South between the campus and the airport three out of
eight lights were not functioning. Heather Collins, 27, a senior in elementary education,
frequently parks on that street while attending classes three nights a week.
"I look over my shoulder a lot. You really do not see people on this street," she said.
Collins not only worries about an attacker but also fears getting hit by a car.
She added, "It [the street] is very badly lit. They should at least put in a crosswalk."
Jessica Bowman, 22, a junior in management information systems, agreed. "It
sucks! It should be
more like the Tampa

~FI~5~~~~i~- ~~~~;~;~~j

to walk with. They should offer someone some kind of program."
In fact, the St. Petersburg campus offers a free service for anyone needing an escort
to their car. Some 15 to 20 people use the service nightly, said Campus Police
Communication Operator Tia James. To access this service, call553-151 0 or contact the
university police at 553-1140. ·
At least two officers patrol on campus between 8 p.m. and lO.p.m., James said.
About 37 percent of students at the St. Petersburg campus take night classes while
38 percent take both night and day classes, according to the University of South Florida
Fact Book for 1999-2000.
Campus Police Capt. Robert A. Siwik was confident about safety on 1he ·st.
Petersburg campus. He said that a survey completed last year on law enforcement officer effectiveness showed· faculty, staff, and students generally felt safe on this campus.
See LIGHTS Page 7

Petersburg.
USF President Judy Genshaft and
Heller have said that Arizona State West, a
separately accredited institution that
remains affiliated with the main Arizona
State University campus in Tempe, is a
model for the growth and expansion of
USF St. Petersburg.
To achieve separate accreditation,
Heller said USF St. Petersburg would
have to be evaluated on the basis of faculty quality, ;1cademic programs, quality of
students, admissions processes and the
amount of control the school has over its
faculty, budget and curriculum.
According to Heller, USF St.
_Petersb1,1rg would remain accredited
through USF until the separate accreditation process was completed.
"We have a senator (Don Sullivan)
who has pretty much said that if this campus doesn't have a high degree of independence by the time the legislative session begins, he will make a move for separation," Heller said at one of the forums
held Sept. 15. "And I think he will be successful.".
Members of the audience of some 20
faculty members in the College of Arts
and Sciences said that they would prefer
the model of Arizona State West, an
upper-division university with graduate
and research programs, to Sullivan's proposed school, which would focus primarily on undergraduate teaching.
"The Sullivan proposal is a disaster in
my opinion," said history professor
Raymond Arsenault. "We have to avoid it
all costs .. .I h~pe that Sen: Sullivan knows
that by following the Arizona State West
See FORUM Page 7
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Promise of information superhighway endangered
by change into super billboard for commerce
By RICHARD MORGAN
The Technician (N. Carolina State U.)

a household appliance as much as it is
bit of merchandise to be peddled at cybe
cafes like so many Big Macs and Coc;
The great myth of the Internet is that Colas.
it is the information superhighway. It is
Even in the cyber-saturated U.S., tt
not. Starting under the suspicious auspices Internet is a vehicle for the deeds an
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
of the U.S. Defense Department in the desires of white men (big surprise
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall,
'60s, the network designed to aid post- Underpaid migrant workers and welfarf
All the king :S horses,
Apocalyptic communication ·of some dependent inner-city single-parent fami
And all the king :r men,
nuked, Cold War-torn American dystopia lies are not auctioning off their Pokemo
of tomorrow found a much more sinister collections on eBay; they are not buyin
Couldn't put H umpty together again.
application in the appropriately yuppie and selling NASDAQ IPOs on e*tradf
they are not asking their Instan
Like Humpty, USF St. Petersburg has been sitting on its own wall, a wall of polit- '80s: commerce.
Some
ambitious
20-something
·
Messenger
buddy list to bum a CD full o
ical inertia that restricted its ability to realize its full potential. Like Humpty, the caminvestors
in
the
Silicon
Valley
typed
out
MP3s
for
them.
pus had a jolt this past spring when State Sen. Don Sullivan attempted to knock the St.
Even in communist countries when
Petersburg campus away from Tampa to create a separate, independent entity to be the first primitive codes of hypertext
markup
language
(HTML,
for
dummies).
the
Internet
is billed as a sort of gatewa~
called Suncoast University.
drug
toward
entrance into the free worl<
But
while
Gutenberg
used
his
printing
Sullivan had good reason for upsetting this long-time inertia. Ranked as one of the
(a.k.a.
free
market
economy), there ar(
press
to
spread
the
Bible
to
the
masses,
the
top 50 counties in the nation, Pinellas is one of only three that does not have its own
of
the
digital
revolution
lies.
In
China,
for
example,
when a Part)
founding
fathers
four-year institution of higher learning. That fact became moot this semester when USF
loyalist
uses
a
search
engine
to look u~
used
their
invention
to
type
not
any
reliSt. Petersburg began accepting underclassmen on an unlimited basis. Still, the St.
gious
dialogue,
epic
poem
or
sociopolitiinformation
about
Chinese
pro-democra·
Petersburg campus is forced to continue paying tribute to Queen Tampa as the majoricy dissidents, they are sidelined awa}'
ty of fees and tuition paid for cla5ses on this campus are carted eastward over the bridge. cal treatise. No. The first words of the
infant technology were "dot" and "com."
from the damning sites that Westerner5
We are rewarded with edicts about course offerings and program limitations.
Those two words single-handedly read and are re-routed instead to BeijingThe senator's bill would have made for a hard fall for this campus. Wrenched forcedestroyed all of the utopian ideals about designed pages proudly proclaiming the
fully and suddenly away from the royal "we" that comes with the title "University of
the sharing of ideas and the spreading of dissident's confessions of treason a Ia
South Florida," the St. Petersburg campus would have been without accreditation. It
First Amendment-style embracings of Winston Smith of Orwell's 1984.
would have been divested of its beneficial affiliation with a R~search 1 university: freedom. Those two words turned the
Even our own democracy-espousing
Absent these associations, graduate programs might have vanished. Many faculty mem- promise of the information superhighway presidential candidates are tacking ".com"
bers have threatened to head for other kingdoms if Sen. Sullivan's push has its desired into the pomp of the infomercial super- to the end of the campaign homepages.
impact.
billboard.
·
The Internet is not the information
However, a softer tanding for the St. Petersburg campus appears possible. President
People use the Internet to download superhighway that Ivory Tower enthusiJudy G.::nshaft has promised more autonomy to St. Petersburg. With campus Dean porn, pirate merchandise and trade stocks. asts would like to imagihe it as being. It
William Heller at her side, Genshaft has begun studying how this campus can receive The Web sites for Greenpeace, the United was, but , only for a nanosecond. The
more freedom while staying within the commonwealth that offers advantages for all. Nations, the World Health Organization today-is-obsolete speed of Internet "innoShe has promised to present a plan to Chancellor Adam Herbert by next month.
and the White House get considerably vation" meant that it took days and weeks
Yet Sen. Sul.livan seems undeterred. "I've shown you mine. Now show me your~." fewer
"hits"
than
AOL:com, -- rather than years -- for humanity to
he challenged recer..tly. If he doesn't like what he sees from Genshaft, Sullivan will re- Amazon.com, altavista.com or even the "progress" from Gutenberg's Bible to
introduce his bill next year.
lowliest of "X-Files" chat rooms.
Abercrombie & Fitch's catalog, from the
And it is not a World Wide Web; it is Wright Brothers' flyer to the U.S. Army's
There should be no mistake: like Humpty, our relationship with Tampa is forever
broken. Faculty, students and the community must take advantage of the moment to a West Wide Web. There are entire nations Enola Gay, and from the Founding Fathers
ensure that this campus receives the freedom it deserves while maintaini.ng ties to the that cannot afford to give their govern- to the Backstreet Boys.
You won't find that message appearlarger institution from which it gains so much. Sen. Sullivan should show some patience ment Thinkpads and iMacs -- let alone
ing
in
the obligatory advertisement flashguaranteeing
them
in
every
classroom.
while Genshaft works out the details. The goal should be the same for everyone - a
ing
across
the screen of your "free"
I
have
been
to
other
countries
and
I
heaichy thriving university. 0£herwise, we could end up like Humpty Dumpty.
have seen the Internet's presence there. In Internet access.
- University Wire
most cases, the Internet is not as much of

Changing ties don't mean
campus should .be damaged

Celebrate banned books - read

From The Collegian, University of Toledo (Ohio):
It is the year 2000, and we are still banning books. According to the American
Library Association, more than 5,000 complaints were filed in the last 10 years dealing
with content that parents found inappropriate for their children.
The list of books that have been banned is a roll call of both classic literature and
the best sellers of today. "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire," by J.K. Rowling, was
banned in Michigan school districts because its themes of wizardry and witchcraft are
incompatible with the town's. Christian values.
Maya Angelou's "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings" was removed in Maryland
for portraying white people as "horrible, nasty, stupid people." Mark Twain's
"Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" and John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men" have been
removed across the nation for being "blasphemous" and containing "racist and offensive language."
Imagine that, Huckleberry Finn calling his slave companion "Nigger" Jim. Has the
country become so afraid of offending someone that we have forgotten our past?
Have we given up on the meaning of quality literature, the stories of human interaction, and what the spirit of cooperation is all about in our search to find that slightest
_
possible inference of a sexual theme, occultism or fantasy?
To pull a book such as "Huckleberry Finn" out of our schools' libraries denies
· everyone a wonderfully descriptive look at the culture and people of the post-Civil War
South. Reading any of these banned books will leave almost anyone with a similar
experience.
Harry Potter may not be for everyone, but what those who find the series offensive
fail to realize is that the series has done something that years of schooling and ad campaigns could not.
Harry Potter got kids to put down their video games, tum off the TV, log off the
Internet, and pick up a book.
As we mark Banned Books Week this week, it is important to remember what fine
works of literature mean to all of us. Stand up and be counted, and then sit down and
read a good book.
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Politics, friendship an easy mix for Heller
By AARON QUINN
Of the Crow's Nest
Political ambitions have caused tension between USF staff and university
administrators more than once this year,
but that hasn't stopped campus executive
officer and Dean Bill Heller from supporting his favorite candidates in Florida's
state elections.
In January, former state senator
Charles Crist announced his intention to
run for education commissioner. Heller
thinks that's a great idea.
"One of the reason's that I admire
Crist is that he is really pushing to
increase the number of teachers in
Florida," said Heller. "We need teachers
badly."
There's more to the· support than
increasing the number of teachers,
. though. ·"My relationship to him is not so
much political as it is that he's a good
friend," the dean added.
The relationship between Crist and
Heller .began in 1992 soon after Heller
arrived from Charlotte, N.C., to assume
duty as the St. Petersburg campus' dean.
Heller saw· Crist standing next to one
of his campaign signs along the side of a
downtown St. Petersburg road. Heller
found roadside campaigning to be unusual, as it is not a typical campaign tactic in
Charlotte.
A brief roadside chat between Heller
and Crist covered local politics, a few personal issues, and ultimately led to a sustaining friendship.
"Charlie was an interesting person
and believes in many things that I
believe," Heller reminisced.
"I won't lie, though," said Heller.
"We disagree about some things, too."

Being openly tied to politics and
"Heller, like other people in his contributors list. A short article resulted
being an educator or university adminis- [employment] position, can and should that explained Heller's backing of Crist,
trator can be risky, though. Former state support candidates," said Paulson. "There making his support news.
Heller said that he hasn' t touted Crist
representative Mary Brennan was fired are elections, at times, where it would be
from USF last March after filing for can- advisable to stay away, though," he added. vociferously, nor has he done any more
didacy for another seat in the Florida Heller believes that his right as a voter for Crist than he has for se~eral other caneliminates the need for tiptoeing because didates. In fact, Heller admits to liking
House.
Brennan served one term in the · of his position with USF. "I have a life Crist's opponent, George Sheldon, too.
Florida House and unsuccessfully ran for outside of the campus, and I am a citizen," "Crist happens to be my friend, and
a second term before seeking employment he says. "I am free to support whomever I friendship is important to me."
feel will advance with USF.
Crist's election as education commisthe ideas that I
Her second
campaign fell "I've supported lots of candidates
sioner would put him in a position that
support."
short to current ove r the years. Some have won and
Those
who distantly oversees monetary grants sought
State Rep. Leslie some have lost, but none who I have
hold public office after by USF and, other state colleges and
W a t e r s . opposed have been spiteful with me. don't, in Heller's universities. "My support of Crist's cc_unexperience, hold a paign will never affect what happens on
Afterwards,
Legislators are inte rested in what's
grudge. "I've sup- this campus," said Heller.
Brennan found a
ported lots of canAs for educators and administrators
contractual posi- best fo r the universi~. not what's
tion as director good fo r Bill Helle r."
didates over the who run for office, said Heller, they have
of community
- Dean Bill Heller years. Some have guidelines to follow, and as long as none
won and some of the rules are broken, they're fine. In
development at
USF's Louis de
have lost, but none fact, USF's Charles Justice is testing the
la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute's who I have _opposed have been spiteful political water s, too.
Justice, special assistant to Heller, is
with me. Legislators are interested in
department of aging and mental health.
A contractual employee of USF can what's best for the university, not what's running for a seat in .the Florida House.
Justice has signed USF's pledge· agreeing
be dismissed without reason, but as good for Bill Heller."
reported by the Crow's Nest last April,
Heller's support of Crist was very low- to avoid conveying any impression that
Brennan was fired because the USF key until a St. Petersburg Times writer he's an agent of the university while actadministration saw a conflict between her asked about Heller's name being on Crist's ing as a candidate and vice versa..
candidacy and the university's interests.
Her immediate supervisor, FMHI Dean
David Shern, feared Brennan's candidacy
would cast a p~isan light on FMHI and_
Instructional tutorials are scheduled
O"Eric/Education," Oct. 5, 1 p.m.
US F.
Designed specifically for education
at
Poynter
Library
that
are
designed
.to
A bind often develops between
introduce _students to the library's majors who have taken the introductory
employment ethic and citiz.enship when
tutorial, this explores the Eric database
public figures such as Brennan or Heller resources.
The courses, their dates and times and includes advanced search techniques.
are overtly involved in politics. "Because
offered are:
he is dean of a campus doesn't mean he
An "Advanced Virtual Library" tuto0 "Introduction to the Virtual
should give up his right to vote," said Dr.
rial also is offered, although no sessions
Library,"
today
at
11:30
a.m.
Darryl Paulson, a USF professor of politiThis course provides a basic intro- are currently scheduled.
cal science.
duction to the Virtual Library, the online
Library staff conducts all tutorials.
catalog, basic research techniques and Reservations are not required. Sessions
print and copying procedures.
last about one ·hour.

National Denim

Library set classes on resources

Day~-

Web site giving away $1 ,00~ scholarships

In the time it takes to get dressed in the morning, one more
person will be diagnosed with breast cancer.
· Approximately 182,000 women and 1,400 men will be
diagnosed with breast cancer, and more than 40,ooo wom en
and 400 men will die from breast cance r.
Join USF St. Petersburg in the fight for breast cancer. By
making a small donation to the Susan G. Kamen Breast
Cancer Foundation, you can w ear j eans to work or class for
the day. Lee National Denim Day will ta ke place on
W ednesday, October 4, 2 0 0 0 .
·
Donations will be collected W ednesday, Oct ober 4, in DAV
Lo bby from 11 a.m. t o 1:30 p.m. and again from 4-6 p.m.
Pl ease make all checks payable to the Susan G. Komen Breast
Can ce r Foundation.
Statistics taken f rom the Lee National Denim Day website:
http:ffwww.deni mday .com
Sponsored by Harborside Productions and the Career and Counseling Ce(lt er.

Sept. 27 - Oct. I0

U-WIRE- Three $1,000 scholarships
towards graduate school are being given
away on-line.
GradSchoolFairs.com, a new service
of Educational Directories Unlimited,
Inc., is offering the prizes as part of an online graduate school fair.

The online event, which continues
through Oct. 10, is hosting virtuaf
exhibitor booths, discussion boards and
chat rooms.
Students can register for the scholarships at http://www.gradschoolfairs.com.

Simple precautions can prevent auto theft
By OFFICER JOHN SPICUGLIA
University Police
While our campus is vil)Ually crime
free there are some simple precautions
we all need to take to prevent auto theft:
(J Always close the windows and
lock your car. Take the keys. About one
third of all cars stolen have the keys left
·inside.
0 Never hide a.key in or on your
vehicle. Carry a spare key in case you get
locked out.
(J Keep your driver's license, v~hi
cle registration and proof of insurance on
you. Don't leave them in the vehicle.

Crow's Nest

0 Never leave your unattended
vehicle running -- not even at a convenience store or service station.
(J Turn the auto's wheels when you
park. This makes your vehicle harder to
tow away.
(J Always park in well-lighted and
highly visible areas.
0 Park in your garage or carport if
you have one.
OUse an anti-theft device, such as a
steering wheel lock, cutoff switch or
alarm system.
To contact the University Police, call
553-1140.
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Video, DVD section adds
fun to library collection

What)s Gain) On?

By CHRIS CURRY
Crow's Nest

Oct. I, 9 a.m.
Gopher Tortoise Hike

There is a place where corpulent screen legend Marlon Brando and doughy, pearshaped children's television star Barney the Dinosaur can actually fit within five feet of
each other.
And this place is not locked away in the mind of some delusional physical trainer.
It's the second floor of the Nelson B. Poynter Memorial Library, where a collection
of several thousand videos is spread over six shelves and ready to be checked out by
faculty, students and staff.
The Poynter collection contains screen classics such as "Citizen Kane" and the
Brando vehicle "A Streetcar Named Desire," children's tapes- including a whole series
of "Barney" videos - and documentary films on subjects ranging from civil rights to the
Great Barrier Reef.
This fall, the library augmented its video collection with the acquisition of 100 digital video discs (DVD). Media librarian Jerry Notaro said the new DVD collection, like
the videotapes, is a mix of entertainment and academia. There is instructional material
in areas such as marine science and math. There's also remastered versions of classic
films such as Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space Odyssey" and "A Clockwork Orange."
"DVD is a far superior medium," Notaro said, with better sound and visual quality
than video, plus behind-the-scenes documentary-style segments. "I'm sold on them.
There's still a lot of resistance though, librarians saying we shouldn't be buying them."
Notaro attributed this resistance to the lingering specter of laser discs, the "new
thing" that burned media librarians and video stores 10 years ago.
But" Notaro said DVD is the real deal. The discs are small, durable and capable of
skipping exactly to any point in a film as a compact disc can with songs.
The main library at the Tampa campus also has a small but growing collection of
DVDs, with 50 on the shelf and another 20 to 30 on order. There are no DVP.s at
Sarasota campus' Jane Bancroft Cook Library, which has about 1,400 videos compared
more than 5,000 at Tampa and an estimated 6,000 in St. Petersburg.
"We've had no call for them (DVDs)," said Ed Ericsson, media services coordinator at the Cook library. Ericsson said there were still some laser discs in Sarasota's collection.
DVDs are not available at any branch of the Pinellas County public library system.
However, the CO-size devices are increasingly popular rental items at the big chain
video stores such as Blockbuster Video, where a film rents for $4.27.
"DVD is definitely a growing format for us," said Blockbuster Video spokesman
Blake Lugash. "It comprises about seven percent of our revenue. ·By the end of the year
we expect it will be up to 10 percent. Through June, nearly 2 million of our customers
had rented at least one DVD from Blockbuster."
"Where we differ the most from the Blockbusters is that we support the curriculum
here at USF. We enrich instead of just entertain," Notaro said.
You won't find the hot new release or brain candy such as "Cannonball Run" or
"Weird Science" on the shelves at the Poynter. Instead, there are well-reviewed foreign
and domestic films and documentary series such as "Eyes on the Prize" and Ken Burns'
"Baseball."
The addition of DVD is another step in the ongoing transformation of the library's
media center into a valuable educational resource.
"When I came here we had 70 videos in the collection," Notaro said. "You could
only come in and watch them. You couldn't check them out. "
Notaro said USF St. Petersburg was the first campus to catalog and circulate its
video collection and remains the only campus where videos are shelved with the general assemblage of printed matter.
"Film students use them a Jot, so do women's studies and nursing," Notaro said of
the video collection. "A lot of distance education courses are built on series we own.
History profess.o r Raymond Arsenault said that he has used at least 100 videos from
the library in class at one time or another.
"Documentary films are very useful because of strong visual images," Arsenault
said. "Features [films] I use because they're not very good" at representing history.
"They're mythical representations of the past. It's a good teaching tool to get students
to think about the difference between 'myth and reality."
According to circulation librarian Jackie Jackson, videos are a popular checkout
item among students. "We get a lot of regulars," Jackson said. "Some of those people
never.seem to check any books out."
Some students, however, remained unaware of the library's video collection.
"What videos?" asked senior accounting major Heather Walters-Cole. Walters-Cole
said she gets a new release from the video store about once every two weeks.
"I have also rented videos for a contemporary literature class - 'Slaughterhouse
Five,' 'One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest,'" the student said. "If I knew I could have
got them for free, I would have got them here, because I rented them and then I had to
pay a late fee."
General library circulation guidelines limit undergraduate students to 20 items,
graduate students to 50 items and faculty to 100. Movies are checked out for seven
days and are renewable in person or through WebLuis.

Boyd Hill Nature Park, I I0 I Country
Clu~ Way S., St. Petersburg. Cost Free
Learn about the ecology and conservation of gopher tortoises during a twohour interpretive hike through the park's
uplands led by park ranger George
Heinrich. INFO: 893-7326.
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Oct. I, 3 p.m.
Highlights of Bizet's Carmen
Tarpon Springs Performing Arts Center,
324 Pine St. (inside City Hall). Cost: $1 0;
center member or student, $8.
Members of the Florida Lyric Opera
Association perform excerpts from the
first modern opera. Linda Muley sings the
title role; Kyle Pennington sings Jose.

while surrounded by artists, musrcrans,
juggler and dancers. INFO: 896-031 0 or
www.lizardball.or~.

Oct. 28-29
CraftArt 2000
I0 a.m.- 5 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday
Plant Park, University ofTampa. Cost $2,
children under 12 free
· See the works of 125 artists in clay,
wood, metal, fiber, jewelry, paper, glass and
mixed media in this fourth annual event.
Artists will give free demonstrations
throughout the weekend. Sponsored by
Florida Craftsmen, Inc., and the University
ofTampa.INFO: 821-7391 .

Oct. 29,5 p.m.
25th Hour Bayboro Flashback

Oct. 6, 6-10 p.m.
Bayfront Center. Cost: $50 (reception and
Gulfport Art Village Gallery show)
Walk
Annual USF St. Petersburg campus
Stroll scenic Beach Boulevard while
checking out the·art galleries and restaurants in what may be Pinellas County's
quirkiest commun.ity. Jon Swift will exhibit his three dimensional creations of fish
and plants at Studio Seven Lamps and
Antiques.

fund raiser, this year with a "flower power."
A "'60s style bash" at he Bayfront Center,
then a tribute to the Beatles (who?) in
"1964: The Tribute" in .the Mahaffey
Theater. INFO: Sudsy Schiderer; extension
1842.

Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. I 0, 7:30 p.m.
'Frog Listening Network'
'The Great Florida Birding Oak Hall Environmental Studies Area,
Trail'
2900 3 1st St. S., St. Petersburg
Oak Hall Environmental Studies Area,
2900 3l.st St. S., St. Petersburg. Cost Free
Lecture by Julie Brashears of the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. Sponsored by City of St.
Petersburg and the Friends of Boyd Hill
Nature Park.INFO: 893-7326.

Lecture by David Sumpter, Pinellas
County
Dept.
of
Environmental
Management. Sponsored by City of ·St.
Peter:-sburg and The Friends of Boyd Hill
Nature Park. INFO: 893-7326.

Oct. 28, I 0 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Circus McGurkis

CONTINUING
Through Dec. 31.
'America Through the CBS
Eye'

Lakeview Park, 2oth Street and - 28th
Avenue South. Cost: Free
Meet grass-roots community groups

Florida International Museum, I 00 2nd St.
N., St. Petersburg. Cost $7.95 (college
students); $13.95 adults

Volunteer services offers help on projects
Trying to find resources for your
class project or fieldwork? Maybe you've
got some time to volunteer?
The Volunteer Services office can
match you up with more than 35 agencies.

Pick up some skills and build your resume
while making contacts an<;l helping others.
For
information,
call
Barry
McDowell, 553-1622, or go by BAY Ill
most afternoons from 1-5 p.m.

Park sets classes on backyard conservation
Learning what your backyard has to
offer is the focus of a five-week program
offered by Boyd Hill Nature Park.
The program, "Backyard Conservation," is scheduled to begin Oct 14 and
will run for five consecutive Saturdays.

Topics covered include understanding soil, water availability, native plants,
buttert1y gardens, bat houses and birdfriendly habitats.
Cost is $25. For more information,
call Hermann Trappmim, 893-7326..

Green Party opens new downtown headquarters
The Green Party has opened a new
campaign headquarters in Pinellas
County.
The new office is at 908 First Ave. N.
in St. Petersburg.

Crow's Nest

Ralph Nader is the Green Party candidate for president.
Pinellas Green members meet every
Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon. For more
information, call 822-1978.

Sept. 27- Oct. 10

Tiny chips open big ·pathways for hi-tech
By AARON QUINN

Of the.Crow's Nest
To keep pace with the fast moving high-technology
industry, USF St. Petersburg has brought in the MEMS.
That's an ~bbreviation for "microelectromechanical systems," and it comes with a $1 million budget.
Abbreviation is what this technology is all about.
A recent grant to the College of Ocean Technology has
enabled researchers there to begin developing a local
base for this fast growing - or is that shrinking? - technology.
What are these MEMS scientists making? Chips.
Not potato chips, poker chips, or short golf shots; rather,
silicon chips. There's but one theme for these chips:
make them smaller, make them faster, make them cheaper, and finally, make many.
MEMS chips are tiny. They are engraved with tiny
pathways which range from as wide as one-half the width
of a human hair to as narrow as 1/50th that size. These
pathways can carry microscopic amounts of fluids, solids
and gasses - even electrons. They also can be used to
manipulate light.
And that's not the half of it, said Larry Langbrake,
director of the Center for Ocean Technology. MEMS

include mechanical systems with gears, arms and other
microscopic gadgets.
Size matters. In this business, however, smaller is
better. When the first silicon chips were being produced,
they had a surface area close to that of a typical college
textbook; thankfully, the depth was comparable to a typical 3-1/2-inch floppy disk. Dimensions gradually shrank
to the size of a playing card, then a quarter, and now
things can be downright microscopic.
"When you can produce such a small product, your
material costs remain low and your production stays
high," said Langbrake.
And they could get even smaller. "Microsystems
engravings are now measured in micrometers (millionths
of a meter)," said Langbrake. "That's pretty small, but in
the next five to 10 years we hope to be in nanometers
(billionths of a meter)."
IBM began producing the predecessors of these
chips in the I970s for use as micro-processors. They still
do, but the uses for these chips have expanded to airbag
sensors, ink jet printer heads, computer disk drive heads,
tools for rapid DNA analysis, environmental monitoring
and medical testing, among dozens of other possibilities.
By 2004, MEMS will be a $40 billion industry globally, said Langbrake. Japan and Germany, however, are

far ahead of the United States in cutting edge MEMS production. USF and the state ·of Florida are looking at this
project to make USF the MEMS center for all of Florida.
Businesses that can benefit from this technology are
virtually unlimited. Hospitals, scientists, car manufacturers and computer manufacturers are some of the prime
customers, according to Langbrake.
High technology brings with it a huge potential for
growth. "It wouldn't be surprising to see large buildings
popping up all over St. Petersburg in the future, " said
Langbrake. The USF MEMS research is likely to attract
businesses that are closely related, which woulcf mean
economic growth and prosperity. With new busil)esses
come new jobs and more money.
.
For USF, the benefits extend to students, too.
Although COT staff members are not teachers,
Langbrake noted, they are established members of hightech industry, and are the authorities in this field.
The College of Ocean Technology is expecting to
have IS to 20 or more students working with the program
at all times. Students are most likely to come from engineering, marine science and medical programs, working
with professors to find college credit opportunities while
researching MEMS. "We expect this to be a world class
program," said Langbrake.

Unknown screenwriter to get
'Greenlight' from HollywoodNEW YORK (PRNewswire)- Ben
Affleck, Matt Damon, Miramax Films &
TV, and HBO are about to give a total
unknown the "Greenlight."
The group announced the start o~ the
first "Greenlight" contest, during which
any American citizen I8 years or older
can submit their original screenplay electronically to www.projectgreenlight.com.
The winner of the contest -- who will be
announced on March I, 200 I -- will get to
direct the film based on their screenplay.
The creators of "Good Will Hunting"
(Ben Affleck, Matt Damon and Chris
Moore) will executive produce the movie.
Miramax Films will finance the $I million
production and release it in theaters.
In addition, HBO will run a 13episode documentary-style TV series
about the making of the movie -an unparalleled look inside the movie-making
process.
"We know how tough it is to get your
foot in the door," said Matt Damon and
Ben Affleck, Academy Award-winning
writers of "Good Will Hunting." "We
want to be able to help an unknown writer
out there make their movie - and at the
same time, create an online community

Hand Tossed Pizza
Stone Baked Pizza
New York Pizza
Sicilian Pizza
Stuffed Pizza
Pasta Dishes

for everyone who loves films and filmmaking."
Aspiring filmmakers can submit
screenplays electronically, as individuals
or teams, using directions posted on the
"Greenlight" website www.projectgreenlight.com, through Oct. 22.
The "Greenlight" community will
have a major voice in determining which
script will be made into a movie, and in
various aspects of production, such as
casting.
Scripts will be reviewed by contestants, who are required to read, review and
rank three submissions from other contenders by Nov. I2. Also, anyone over 18
years old can participate in the script
selection process by registering to become
a reviewer on the website.
The winner will be chosen and officially announced on the "Greenlight" site
March 1, 2001. The public will also be
able to watch production in progress on
the "Greenlight" site, as well as follow the
outcome of the new director's daily decisions on HBO's document~y-style series.
For more details and official rules
about the "Greenlight" contest, go to
www.projectgreenlight.com.

259 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg

Chicken
tuna
egg salad
Choice of bread wheat, xye or
tomato

10°/o
discount
to USF
students
Sept. 27 - O ct. I0

Deli specials:

Call ahead for pickup

898-4888

$3.99
Crow's Nest
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alice chief serves, protects and teaches
By TAMARA A. PATZER

Contributing Writer
Anned only with a vision and a bach.elor's degree in behavioral science from
Rollins College, Goliath J. Davis Til knew
he wanted to make a difference in life.
It was 1973 and Davis had no idea
how he would make a difference. But certainly serving the community as a police
officer was far from his idea of a positive
endeavor. And he could have no idea that
one day he would be teaching young peo. pie both black and white, passing on his
passion for police work.
As a youth, Davis was harassed by
white police officers in his neighborhood
of Methodist Town. There were some kind
white officers, true, Davis said, but it was
the ones who "used to chase us and curse
at us" who left a bad taste in his mouth
whenever the word "police officer" was
mentioned.
In the 1960s and early '70s, few
blacks served as local police officers. But

one, Frank Crawford, heard Davis' proclamation about making a difference and
challenged the idealistic young man to
become a police officer.
Davis met the challenge and in 1973
became one of only 12 black police officers on a force of more than 5 ,000 serving
the city. Only the year before, women had
been admitted into the department.
Almost immediately, Davis worked
to recruit blacks to the department, working with recruiting officer Hank
Ashwood. By late 1974, St. Petersburg
had 29 'minority officers.
"The increase was small," said Davis,
"but it was more than double the number
we had before."
Once Davis realized he could make a
difference with a career in law enforcement, he enrolled at the University of
South Florida, earning a master's degree
in criminal justice in 1977.
The degree opened the doors to
teaching, and he has been an adj~nct professor of criminology at the St. Petersburg

Pol~:-

Young ·care about issues,
but l~ss than half plan to vote
MENLO PARK, CA (U-WIRE) Despite holding strong opinions on many
of the issues in the upcoming presidential
election, less than half of eligible voters
under 25 are planning to cast a ballot this
November, according to the results of a
survey of 18-24 year-olds released MTV's
"Choose or Lose" and the Kaiser Family
Foundation.
At least three out of four 18-24 yearolds say they support tougher gun control,
giving patients the right to sue their health
plans, funding comprehensive "sex education in public schools, expanding health
coverage for the uninsured, and expanding hate crimes protections for gays.
But only half (50 percent) of those
surveyed say they are registered to vote
and less than half (46 percent) say they are
"absolutely" certain they will vote.
In contrast, approximately 80 percent
of ail adults say they are registered and 64
percent say they are certain to vote in the
November general election.
More than 800 young people ages 1824 were interviewed for the survey, titled
Youth, Voting and the 2000 Election.
The survey documents some of the
reasons young people may be avoiding
greater voter participation. Seven out of
ten say politicians are out of touch with
the concerns of people their age and the
same percentage believe the results of the
election will have no more than a small
impact on them personally.
Those who are not certain they will
vote cited three top reasons: a lack of
information on the candidates, cited by 60
percent; the belief that they can make
more of a difference getting involved in
their community than voting (58 percent);
and the sense that "politics is just about
money and lying and I don't want to
involve myself in it" (39 percent).
Other possible reasons for lower participation among this age group include

6

their general sense that things are already
"going in the right direction" in this country (60 percent), and the fact that their
positions on the issues don't put them
neatly into either the Democratic or
Republican camps.
"It's .clear that young people have
strong opinions on the issues being debated in this campaign, but many of them
don't see the election as the way to express
those opinions or have an impact on public policy," said Vicky Rideout, vice president at the Kaiser Family Foundation.
"The connection hasn't been inade
between voting and what happens on the
issues they care most about."
"Throughout this election campaign,
we've seen that young adults today feel
strongly about the issues they face as part
of their daily lives but do not necessarily
feel the candidates are effectively addressing their concerns," said Dave Sirulnick,
executive vice-president for news and
production at MTV.
"Through our first presidential forum
of this election, we hope to raise awareness that young voters not only have a
powerful voice in the political process as
a voting bloek but that their issues matter
to this election."
The survey revealed a number of
strongly held- and often surprising- opinions on many of the issues in the current
campaign. The results make it difficult to
categorize these newly eligible voters
along traditional ideological lines. For
example:
• They favor tougher gun control (84
percent support mandatory waiting periods and criminal background cbec~) but
a majority (54 percent) opposes legalization of marijuana for personal use.
• Eighty percent support comprehensive sex education in schools, but they are
split on abortion rights.

campus ever since. Davis teaches one
upper-division undergraduate class each
semester, even though he's been Chief of
Police Davis since June 1997.
In his classes, Davis is able to incorporate theory and practice with true-life_
experiences. He said that after working in
the police department for 27 years, he has
plenty of examples to blend with theory.
Davis has been a recruiter, instructor,
patrol officer and training officer. He's
worked in vice and narcotics; and research
and development as well.
Davis earned a doctorate in criminology from Florida State University in 1984
and graduated from Harvard University's
John F. Kennedy School of Government
in 1993.
He has applied his education to institute change in police operations and to
real life as a public servant. For example,
last year the chief implemented the "squad
system."
.
This system is based on the chiefs
hypothesis that when police officers work
in a team or squad with the same people
on a regular basis, they form closer relationships. As a result, he srud, squad members have less job-related stress.
"Positive camaraderie an~ the sharing
of stories help the team members learn
from other's experiences and help them
ventilate to help deal with job stress," the
chief said. "I have found that the more
cohesi~e the team, the better the group is
able to cope."
In 1996, a white St. Petersburg police
officer fatally shot a black suspect. The
resulting civil disturbances left the city in
a state of turmoil. The next summer,
Davis was appointed chief of police. "My
goal was to put the department and community back together and to create some
stability," Davis said. ·

!Jlapp~

Since Davis became chief, crime is
·
down.
As of March 2000, according to the
Uniform Crime Reporting crime index,
crime in St. Petersburg decreased 4.1 percent from 1999, with violent crime
decrease at 1.5 percent. Property crime
has declined by 4.7 percent. Total crime in
the Challenge 2001 area dropped 8.8 percent from January and February of last
year.
Davis is a proponent of the mayor's
Challenge 2001 program and is striving to
reach the target goal of reducing crime by
5 percent annualiy in the Challenge 2001
area and to improve relations between the
police and the citizens.
Davis said that use of force is down,
and the police department has been
receiving accolades from the community.
"We do a whole lot of things above and
beyond law enforcement."
Volunteer service has helped improve
the police image and presence in the community. About 125 police officers have
volunteered in the Challenge 200 I education project through the St. Pete Reads
program. More than 70 police officers
read to children at preschool locations
through the "COPS" (Caring Officers
Present Story time) program. Some 200
police volunteers participated in the Paint
St. Pete Proud and Operation Paintbrush
programs.
The chief said 'that today the number
of minority police officers reflects the
community as a whole. He estimated that
approximately 20 percent of St.
Petersburg police are minorities - including women, Hispanics and blacks.
"We are more diverse now than we
ever were," Davis said.
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Genshaft promotes USF plan
From PAGE ONE
arts and sciences and education would be
full colleges within the university, each
with its own dean. 'The head of the campus would assume the title of president or
provost and report directly to the president
of the university.
By remaining affiliated with USF,
Genshaft said the St. Petersburg campus
would benefit from the university's purchasing power, its status as a research university and its technological support serv-ices.
Local business people and elected
officials interviewed about Genshaft's
proposal were generally optimistic, a
marked contrast from the response last
spring when Sullivan, in his own words,
"scared the hell out of everybody" by
introducing a bill to turn USF St.
Petersburg into Suncoast University, a
new institution that would concentrate on
undergraduate degrees.
Sullivan said his bold move was
based on the fact that out of the 50 largest
counties in the United States, Pinellas was
one of three without an independent fouryear public institution. Sullivan's bill
failed, but many, including Heller, credited Sullivan with drawing the attention of
the university and the state legislature to
the Bayboro campus.
St. Petersburg City Council Member
Bob Kersteen said that autonomy for USF
St. Petersburg would allow the campus'
faculty and administration to develop pro-

grams tailored for the Tampa Bay area job
market. He said he was particularly interested in the school of technology Heller
would like to start in conjunction with St.
Petersburg Junior Coliege.
"I'm very optimistic that we as a city
have made a very wise investment over
the years in acquiring the land that the
university now sits on," Kersteen said.
St. Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce President Russ Sloan said
USF was "headed in the right direction"
by allowing the campus to control and
expand .its curriculum.
"We sit here in Pinellas County with
the second most manufacturing towns in
the state and the most high-tech jobs in the
Tampa Bay area," Sloan said. "That's
going to take a lot of brain power in the
future."
Sullivan, meanwhile, said that he
would reserve judgment until he sees a
plan in writing.
"I've shown you mine," Sullivan
said. "Now I want to see yours."
Sullivan said it will be important to
expand USF without "stepping on the
toes" of institutions such as Eckerd
College and St. Petersburg Junior College
(SPJC). According to Sullivan, when
USF Fort Myers spun off into a four-year
institution called Florida Gulf Coast
University in the early 1990s, the local
junior college, Edison Community
College, was transformed into a "wasteland."
·
Asked his opinion on the plan for an

Faculty air concerns
with USF changes
From PAGE ONE
model we're not acquiescing to his academic vision. We'll lose a lot of top faculty."
Political science professor Darryl
Paulson also voiced misgivings over the
lingering specter of the Sullivan plan.
"We're sort of flying by the seat of
our pants here," Paulson said. "Sullivan
said he wants greater autonomy or he'll
reintroduce a bill. But we don't know
exactly what he means by greater autono-

(

Classified Ads )
HELP WANTED

On-campus part-time job in video production/broadcastinglvideo conferencin1. Educational Outreach. Call Claudia
on Tampa campus, (813) 974-3330. L~ message.

HOUSING TO RENT
Bedroom, 12x12. access to kitchen, washer, dryer, computer (Internet access)..$400 month all indudes. $200 deposit.
Must like d015. Carol Minor. 327-5441.4100 lOth Ave. N.

my."
According to Heller, Sullivan's main
demands for USF St. Petersburg were separate accreditation and a separate budget.
HeUer said Genshaft seemed very willing
to meet these demands.
"In her first year here, she doesn't
want to lose this campus and Sarasota,"
Heller said.
Asked about the research opportunities at Arizona State West, Heller said
research was a major emphasis there and
that the school competed well with the
Tempe campus for faculty.
Heller added that under the Arizona
State West model course credit would be
interchangeable across campuses, and
USF. St Petersburg "will be planning its
own destiny" by determining its own academic programs.
He said that the first step in the move
for separate accreditation would be the
preparation of a strategic plan, complete
with academic program plans, by Dec. 1.

Keep up with what's happening
at USF St. Fete.
1\.ead the Craw's Nest
Sept. 27 - Oct. I0

autonomous USF St. Petersburg campus,
SPJC President Carl Kuttler said he
shared the goal of expanding educational
access throughout Pinellas County.
"The current president and I have a
really good relationship," Kuttler said.
"We're working together on this side of
the bay to see what students need and to
meet those needs. SPJC is the biggest
provider of USF students in Florida. We
are not a vocational school. We are primarily a transfer institution."
Kuttler ·said that the effects USF's
growth will have OJ) SPJC, including the
ongoing addition of freshmen and sophomore classes, will "depend on bow it's
executed."
"We have more students than USF,"
Kuttler said. "We serve over 50,000 people a year. It doesn't hurt us as long as the
university is a wise planner.. Bayboro can
have all the students it can handle and it
won't affect us. The way I see this thing

going on, when the struggle is over the
students will be the benefactors."
Heller said that USF St. Petersburg
has a "wonderful partnership''with SPJC.
Between 500 and 600 SPJC students currently take classes at Bayboro. Heller said
that he would like to expand the partnership through joint ventures such as a
school of technology.
One area of potential disagreement
between USF St. Petersburg and SPJC is
the issue of dormitories. When the Board
of Regents approved the addition of
freshmen and sophomore classes to
Bayboro last fall, USF agreed to a slow
expansion that would not include on-campus dorms for several years.
Already the talk of dorms has started.
"Students, particularly students in
college for the first time, want housing,"
Heller said.
"They want to enjoy college life."

Streetlight outages spotlight
students' fears about safety
From PAGE ONE
Barbara Hawkins, 43, and Danyell Diruggiero, 27, graduate students in education
leadership, are among that group. They said they felt safe walking to their cars and fre- .
quently saw officers patrolling in golf carts.
However, Marj Lorand, 46, also a graduate student in education leadership, said
that even though she sees the officers' presence on campus, she was not always comfortable walking to her car alone. "I don't know, maybe it is because I am fro m
Chicago," .Lorand said.
Lorand does not usually have to walk to her car alone. She,' Hawkins and
Diruggiero have created their own safety team. "If one of us is parked close, we will all
walk to the car and we will drive each other to the other cars," Hawkins said.
Statistics appear to support the view that the St. Petersburg campus is a safe place.
According to the 2000 Semi-Annual Uniform Crime Report, no murders,_forcible sex
offenses, armed robbery, or aggravated assault took place here in 1999 or so far in the
year 2000.
Larceny seems to be the biggest problem on campus with I 0 incidents so far this
year, th~ report said.
Since Jan. I, the St. Petersburg Police Department has made 138 police calls to the
area of Fifth Avenue South to 13th Avenue South between Fourth Street South to Tampa
Bay, according to a report by Offi~er Johnny Harris of the St. Petersburg Police
Department. This area is in the immediate vicinity of the St. Petersburg campus.
The report includes a variety of calls, including four for picking up mental persons,
three for prostitution, seven for traffic incidents and three for auto theft.
Most students interviewed agreed that the campus had dim lighting. The St.
Petersburg campus is adorned with decorative lighting that emits softer lighting than the
bright stadium lighting used on the Tampa campus.
One.reason for the softer lighting could be the airport next door. M.O. Burgess,
director of Albert Whitted Municipal Airport, said that bright lighting might affect the
airport. He added that the city had plans to replace some of the lighting surrounding the
airport with decorative lighting similar to that used in the Bayboro district. Burgess
added that they would make certain that the lighting was "adequate to meet the public
needs."
The physical plant department also works to ensure the lighting is adequate for students on campus. According to Sharlene Croud, administrative assistant for the physical plant, the department is in charge of tagging the burned-out lights and calling
Florida Power for replacement.
When told that at least l6light bulbs' were out around campus on Sept. 7, she said
she was "pretty surprised." Croud said that only one person worked at night and that he
was extremely busy. ·
Croud said she would try to tag burned-out lights on Sept. 8.
University police work with physical plant personnel to identify inadequate lighting. Siwik, of the campus police, also was surprised with the number of inoperative
lights around campus. He said his department conducts lighting surveys "constantly."
"You are opening my eyes," Siwik said. "Perhaps we are not doing as good as a job
as we should. We are going to look into these things."
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Campus Calendar
Upcoming activities on
Petersburg campus:

the

St.

Today
+Student Government meeting, 4:30
p.m., CAC 133
+Mike DeRosa - motivational speaker,
7:02 p.m., CAC

Thursday
+REGISTRATION
&
DIRECTORY
FORMS DUE
+Resume_ Writing and Interviewing Skills
workshop, noon - I p.-m., CCC
+College Success workshop, 5 - 6 p.m.,
CCC

'incomplete'_by students
By AARON QUINN
Of the Crow's Nest

7
+ 2000 AMERICAN HEART WALK,
Carillon
+Pet First Aid, 9 a.m.- noon, CAC 133

ro
+Coffee with the Dean, 9 - I0 a.m., DAY
138
+Ready for Mid-Terms? workshop, noon
-I p.m.,CCC

II
+GAME DAY. Harborside
+Student . Government meeting, 4:30
p.m.,CAC 133

12

Friday
+Time Management workshop, noon - I
p.m., CCC
+ Feel Better Fast workshop, 2 - 4 p.m.,
CCC
+ Sail C lub meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe

Saturday
+St udent Leadership conference, 8:30
a.m.- 5 p.m., CAC
+FOOTBALL
USF v. Troy State, 7 p.m., Raymond James
Stadium, Tampa

OCTOBER

+BLOOD DRIVE
+Job Search Strategies workshop, 2 - 3
p.m., CCC
+Time Management workshop, 5 -6 p.m.,
CCC

13
+Choosing a Major and Career workshop, 2 - 4 p.m., CCC
+Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe

16-20
+COLLEGIATE ALCOHOL AWARENESS WEEK

2-6

16

tAWARENESSWEEK, DAVIobby

+DEADLINE TO SUBMIT MID-TERM
GRADES

Monday
+Faculty meeting with Pres. Gens haft,
noon - I p.m., DAY 130 ·
+Student Affairs division meeting, I p.m.,
CAC 133

17
+Violence Against Women panel,
Harborside
+College Success workshop, noon p.m., CCC

Tuesday
+Meet representatives of the Natural
Law/Reform Party, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
DAY lobby
+Assertiveness workshop, noon - I p.m.,
CCC
+Student Academic Services committee
meeting, 2:30 p.m., DAY 138
+ COC Meeting, 4 p.m., CAC 133

Wednesday
+LEE NATIONAL DENIM DAY: Help
support breast cancer research.
+Meet representatives of the Natural
Law/Reform Party, DAY lobby, 9:30 a.m. 2:30p.m.
• Student Government executive meeting, 4:30 p.m., SG office

5
+Ready for Mid-Terms? workshop, 5 - 6
p.m., CCC

6
+Power Reading w o rkshop, noon - I
p.m., CCC
+Choosing a Major and Career workshop, 2 - 4 p.m., CCC
t Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro

Cafe

8

18
+Clothesline Project, Harborside
+Resume Writing and Interviewing Skills
wor'kshop, noon - I p.m., CCC
+Student Government executive meeting, 4:30 p.m., SG office
+CHADD meeting, 7 p.m., PAY 130

St. Petersburg and Tampa student
government presidents are split in their
opinion of plus/minus grading.
Since the first syllabi were distributed
this fall, many students have become disturbed over inconsistencies in course
grading policies, said St. Petersburg student government President Clayton
Tieman.
Tieman said the problems are several.
First, professors are making their own
grading scaies. The fault, however, is not
theirs, he said. Professors don't have a predetermined grading scale, and must create
their own by the first class meeting and
adhere to it throughout the semester.
For some teachers, an "A" is earned
with 95 percent of the available points;
others deem 95 percent an "A+."
"We need uniformity in grading for
students to agree with this policy," said
Tyvi Small, student government president
for the Tampa campus.
The other issue lies in annual USF
catalogues. Each catalogue lists standards
with which each student must agree when
he or she becomes a student.
For students who registered before
fall 2000, their catalogue did not include a
plus/minus grading scale. "About 10 people have approached me so far asking why
they are subject to plus/minus grading
when their catalogue doesn't include it,"
said Tieman.
USF administrators regularly make
policy changes that differ from the USF
catalogues, but most changes go unnoticed. "The university reserves the right to
make any changes," said Winston
Bridges, associate dean of the St.
Petersburg campus.
Assistant Dean of Undergraduate
Studies Curtis Wienker affirmed Bridges'
position on policy change. "The USF catalogue is a binding contract between students and the university for graduation
requirements," he said.
Graduation requirements, however,
are the only policies that the university is
required to uphold, said Wienker.

Student support played a large role in
the grade scale transition, said Wienker.
"We believe _that 1f the students opposed it,
it wouldn't have gone into effect."
Despite the administrators' intentions,
there is not widespread support for
plus/minus grading among students, said
Small, the Tampa student body president.
"Until clarity between grades exists and
there is some sort of uniformity, we're not
going to be supportive of this decision,"
he said.
The Tampa student government
leader and his supporters are lobbying
USF professors to exercise their option to
ignore plus/minus grading.
"That's their right as students," said
Wienker. ''I don't use plus/minus grading
in the course that I teach this semester, and .
no other professor is forced to," he said.
The only situation where plus/minus
grading is imposed on a professor is when
a course has more than one section. In this
instance, all professors are asked to agree
on a single grading scale so that each sectiqn is evaluated equitably.
Tieman is not promoting a resistance
movement in St. Petersburg.
Although he has given thought to the
idea that a plus/minus system could be
bad for students who typically earn an
"A," Tieman still thinks it's for the best.
Most students who earn an "A" have
an accrued percentage in the low 90s. On
many plus/minus grading scales, a 91 percent is an "A-," seemingly punishing the
top students.
"I like it," said Tieman. "It's extra
motivation for the good students to be better."
"Since companies are evaluating USF
graduates for jobs based at least partially
on grades, we should be grading the same
way that other universities are," added
Tieman.
However, Small believes that faculty
need a standardized plus/minus system,
and with plus/minus grading employers
have no idea what they're getting.
Until this grading transition was
made official last spring, USF was the
only four-year university in Florida that
still used a traditional grading scale.

19
+Caricaturist, II a.m.- I p.m., DAY lobby
+Juvenile Welfare Board community
mobilization Forum, 6 - 8 p.m., CAC

20
+ CITF committee meeting, I0 a.m.,
CAC 133
+Town & Gown luncheon, I I:30 a.m.,
DAY 130
+Feel Better Fast workshop, 2 - 4 p.m.,
CCC
+Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe
+Movie Night, 6 p.m., Harborside

21
+FOOTBALL
USF v. Liberty, 7 p.m., Raymond James
Stadium·,Tampa

University Press to discuss book publishing
Attention all aspiring authors: representatives from University Press of
Florida will be on campus Thursday to
discuss book publishing.
The representatives will present an
overview of University Press' scholarly
and regional publications and answer

~Denim

questions. They also will meet with individuals on a first-come, first-served basis.
The meeting will be in BAY 204 from
10 a.m. to noon.
Anyone unable to attend should contact Susan Fernandez, 553-3173, to
arrange an appointment.

Day, :to fund breast cancer research

Jeans and breast cancer - words that - on Oct. 4. Volunteers will begin Monday
are not generally connected to each other. to accept donations on campus.
All proceeds benefit the Susan G.
Next week, however, they will be.
As part of "Lee National Denim Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
Day," students, faculty and staff making a National Denim Day is sponsored by the
donation to fund breast cancer research Lee Jean Co.
will be allowed to wear jeans on campus

Crow's Nest

Sept. 27 - Oct. I0

