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The Texas Caver �o�.�{�,�,�~� 
�~ �" �'�;�-�~�I�I� 

, �~ �,� 

�l�~�~�:�~�:�'� A 2EH HInTS ON CAVE 
l'HOTOGRA1'HY �E�~�,� , 

l';any camera-carrying cavera spend 
their time underground enthusiastically 
bu rn ir'G up bulbs And get for their 
�~�~ �'�0 �u �b�l�e� only questions from viewers 
�~�f� t he finished IJrint such as: \oIhat 
�~�s� it? Where was it taken? Which �s�i�d�~� 
is UT)7 11 - The proud photographer then 
" r'tADl bl 8S some thing about "ignorent 
�~�I�c �s�s �e�s�l�l� fln 'Q p8.tiently explains that 
the pictur0 is obviously a close-up 
stot of the middle portion of a 
'Jecyooot1ful column in a cave. 
'rhe �:�r�c�p�l�y�~ �'� nHOIoJ big 1s it?1I 

'1:11e problem of the confusing cava 
i 'j, c"i.;u:('c haG bothered almost every 
soelunke1'-photog at one time or 
�(�l�~ �' �l �o�t�;�l�1�e �r�)� but can be easily remedied. 
'Ery inc1udl11g a fellow spelunker 
in t he .comer of the �y�i�c�t�u�~�e� which 
;'li l 1 add hurJan interest end immed.4 
i 2tely identify the subject (the 
column, for example) as to size, 
location, c:mc1 direction of IIUp. II 

Have your friend look at the 
column And not at the camera'so that 
fl8 ;'I ill not �d�r�a�\�'�~� the viewer's 
8ttention 8;,vay from the main subjeot. 
You e M improve the sa.me picture . 
even mOTe by backil1g up a bit and 
inc l uding 1?8.rt of the ,floor and/or 
cei l i ngo (Examvles A & p) But 
8lw8Y s, always includa a reference 
object of some sort in any cave 
j.)1c 'cure 0 . 

Another common mistake in pictures, 
cave or otherwise, is often made:. 
','Jhe:il ;>ho toe;raphing FI l ;erson. Too 
o:'ccm the, photograf,her zero· s 111:. on . 
the subjec t Q S face, centers .i t in the 
it io ale of the negatiye. and ends up -
Vi i th a "Hanted" type mug-shot of a 
n;u<3d.y spelunker grinning under four 
feet of empty spF.lce 0 li'or shame! �~� 
Fil l the negative up. �~�u�t� his fuead 
neAr the top (without cutt1ng it 
off) �8 �n �~� then either cut him off 
�~�t� the w81st or include the whole 
body, See examples C & D. 

Thoso two �t�h�~�n�g�s� by themselves 
C r-'u.': iil,'::Jl': e a Horld of difference 1n 
CGVe �~�1 �c�t�u�r�o�a�,� be they taken by a 
S.iX;c d. �G�l�. �' �G�. �I �J�l�l�~�.�c� or' a box bro\l/nit3 0 

�~�) �o �~ �l�l �e�'�i�:�.�h �-�l �l�1�g� e1C:Go l 'ut your �c�r�e�a�t�~�v�e� 
�:�; �: �~�n�c�l� t o 'i'Jork and try for some I&rigJ:I!Ilm 

�; �.�; �: �.�:�:�~�:�:�, �;�:�(� o:clr).nnli ty .in your l i1ctures. 

Try a low-angle or �h�~�g�h�-�a�r�~�l�e� shot 
�o�c�c�a�s�i�o�n�a�l�l�y�~� And try a few .' 
"Spelunkers in Act10n" type \'Iherc a 
fellOW caver is grimly �h�a�n�g�i�l�~� onto 
a ledue or scaling a wall. Av01d ' 
�o�v�e�r�d�~�i�n�g� tho ' "Pam1ly HeW110n around 
Stalagmite" type and go after 
smaller groups. ! 

Remember, finally. that if you 
stand your subjeot in front of 
a formation he mey end up with a 
stalagmite or ' column grow1ng 
out of his heado 

These few suggestions only touch , 
on the field of �p�h�o�t�o�~�r�a�f�'�h�y� but they 
canmake'or break a good �~�i�c�t�u�r�e�.� 
The subjects of lighting, exposure, 
end film .w1ll be looked at in a later 

1 }.fO'".D ... . artic e. -------.... . 
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- �f�t�:�n�-�·�-�-�.�.�-�'�-�-�-�_�~�r�'�_�-�~� 
I �~�t�c�}� I·e ,!... No ,' Fit} D �-�~�e� s 

Pleasedu •••• please don't 
11 tter a cave wj, th flashbUlbs 
8ncl .papero 



Til(;3 Texas Caver, 

RED AR.,,{CW CAVE 

Red ArrOlJJ is one of the 
newer adoi tions to the growing 
iist of la~ge Texas caves o It 
was explored by the first cavers 
in 1955& although a few local 
people had been 1n 1t as early 
&S 19l5v 

The entrance 1s of the crawl-
~;. n varj.e'Gy on a large hill and ' 
lGnds to 160 feet of 10w-ce111ng 
~nssage bafore rea~h1ng the first 
:coom~ '1,1111s portion of the cave 
pA6sents a very definite snake 
nazard and several rattlesnakes 
nna copperheads hf.\ve been killed 
both in and ar.ound the entra.l.1Ce o 
scor~ions and black widow spiders 
81so inhabit the entrance cra~lwayo ' 

The cave has large and impressive 
r.ooms; , tne largest measuring 320 , 
f eet in lengthR 90 feet Wide, 
ar.a estlmatad at 60 feet hlgho 
There are a number of massive and 
beautiful' formations o including 
r, i p,n t s talagmi tes and flo'Ws tone s 0 ' 

Entrance to the first main 
Toom is made by edging around a 
decI) crevace box'(Jering the left 
s lde of the room. From this point 
t he cave slopes dO\'m~Jard at ' about \\-::1

e 
d' 

40 degrees making good foot1ng V, 
d1fficult and finally reaches 
t he lowest level of the cavc'o 

,Here the cave climbs egaln into 
,'ehe largp,st; of the rooms and 
finally decends once more ~1 to 
tho same low level in the last, .. . ,~ .. 
r'oo~n. 

The cave contains a fow bats., 
mice p And a number of boneso ' 
I'iost of the formations are alive 
a~d there are several small pools 
of wat.ero ' 

f ' .' 

A party of spelunkers from the ' 
Rio Grande Valley, Bill Helmer (UTSS). 
Dayton "10dr1ch, end Tom H1nans 
Vi sited the cave and mapped it a 
fe ltJ vieeks ago ~ A more complete 
s tory on the cave and 1ts or1ginal ' 
o;:}:iJ.ol'at10n can be found in the ' 
'~ ~G.i2!::t1~!!!~ November 19.5.5 ,issue of , 
the NSS News o 
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,~o 1~0r:10 udclro3 n 
LusinosG ::.lOOtinc: or tho Ii-Ioxao 

HO(!.iol1 
"Co:\10 l-11otoO."uplly", by Dill iiolnor 
"Co.va Connol"va"liion and Com .. tooy", 

by J. C. 1)OG1"CO . . 
"l-ractlcu.1 Lloctl"onicG in Spcloology", 

by Hoy ~iotoch . 
"Covo lJO.t.Ol' Gontnr:ul'lution", 'by R. 

To Scott 
"Po.una of' 'l'oxas Caven", by l~on 

j~almI· 

DaI'boct".o suppor 
Film on Dovil'o Hinkholo 
II fIldl1.di vil1C; in SpcloClloC;Yu, by 

~rod Dernor ruld Dic Bonnott 
. . oSlidoD . 

Discussion 
Film to bo announced 
Discussions 
Adjotll"n to Rod Arrol1 Cave 

Tho Ghru::lbcl" of Cor:1l"lc:('co at Hoci~sPl"il'lCS 
:J.s· ei vine 0. bal"boctm SUPP01-- for dOCiol1 r:10r.1-
bcl"s and guests on tho l·'a.ir GZ"ol.m<ls 0 Tho 
l:enor:Lnl liall is locatod on the Luuo,rds 
County Pail" 131'otU"!ds SI noal" tho nOl"lthol'n city 
lil~li to on U 0 S ~ ~J.iGhl-my 377 0 Lool~ tOl" tho 
~iC11 on 1;ho biG b\t:tJ.dinC by tho curvo. 

Q.~If~) 
U' \f::1 


