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The TEXAS CAVER
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ISSN 0040-4233

MAILING: The editor is not responsible for lost or
misdirected newsletters caused by failure to notify editor
in writing of address changes.

The Texas Caver is a quarterly publication of the Texas
Speleological Association (TSA), an internal
organization of the National Speleological Society. All
material copyrighted 2007 by the Texas Speleological
Association, unless otherwise stated.

Cover Photo by Mark Alman. Outlaw Cave
in Santa Elena Canyon, Big Bend National
Park. March 2006.

Subscriptions are included with TSA membership,
which is $20/year for individuals and $30/year for
families.

Back Cover photo by Peter Sprouse, “Bev
Shade on rappel into El Picorete”. Trip
report on page 18.

Libraries, institutions, and out-of-state subscribers may
receive The Texas Caver for $20/year. Student
subscriptions are $15/year.

2007 Texas Speleological
Association Officers

Submissions, correspondence, and corrections should
be sent to the Editor:

The TEXAS CAVER
c/o Mark Alman
1312 Paula Lane, Mesquite, TX 75149
texascavers@yahoo.com

Chair: John Brooks
chairman@cavetexas.org
Vice-Chair: Jacqui Bills-Thomas
vicechairman@cavetexas.org

Subscriptions, dues, and membership info should be
sent to the TSA:

Secretary: Mark Alman
secretary@cavetexas.org

The Texas Speleological Association
Post Office Box 8026
Austin, TX 78713-8026
www.cavetexas.org

Treasurer: Michael Cicherski
treasurer@cavetexas.org

The opinions and methods expressed in this
publication are solely those of the respective authors,
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors,
the TSA, or the NSS.

Publications Committee Chairman The Texas Caver Editor:
Mark Alman
publications@cavetexas.org or
texascavers@yahoo.com

SUBMISSIONS: Articles, announcements, artwork,
photos, and material for publication are ALWAYS
welcomed. And may be sent at anytime. All submissions
must be submitted to the Editor in electronic form, either
via email or CD-ROM.. NO EXCEPTIONS!

The Texas Speleological Association is a not-forprofit organization that supports cave exploration and
studies in and around the state of Texas. It is comprised of both independent members and local grottos. The TSA is an internal organization of the National Speleological Society and represents the greater
caving community in Texas. The organization holds
business meetings 3 times a year, organizes an annual
convention for Texas cavers, and sponsors caving
projects throughout the state.

The editor reserves the right to edit inappropriate
material, errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation,
and to edit for clarity. In the event of significant changes
the author (s) will be given an opportunity to review
changes prior to publication.
EXCHANGES: The Texas Speleological Association
will exchange newsletters with other organizations at the
TSA’s discretion. Contact the Texas Caver editor for
further information.
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2007
Texas Speleological
Association
Members Directory,
as of 1/17/2007.
* [F2] Albach, Cindy 1401 Mohle
Austin TX, 78703, 512-476-0390; c512-656-2446, UTG
* [F1] Albach, Robert
1401
Mohle,
Austin, TX 78703, 512-476-0390; c512-656-2446
ralbach@austin.rr.com,
UTG
[F1] Alman, Mark 43400RE 1312 Paula Lane
Mesquite, TX 75149 9 7 2 - 3 2 9 - 4 7 5 3 ,
texascavers@yahoo.com
At-large
[F1] Anderson, Bruce 29203RE 3 2 1 6
Toucan
Ave. McAllen, TX 78504, 956-668-7510; c956-3307544brewskyjba@aol.com
Maverick
[F2] Anderson, Donna 22512RE 3 2 1 6
Toucan
Ave. McAllen, TX 78504, 956-668-7510; c956-3307544 donnadka@rgv.rr.com
Maverick
* [S] Anderson, Michael 34090RE 532 Arroyo Dr
Fort Worth, TX 76108 817-448-9764; c817-2287967
michael.a nderson@mi ndspring.com
Maverick
[F1] Appleman, Lori 1807 Jojoba, Cedar Park,
TX78613 512-401-8816; c512-663-4241
[F1] Arburn, Don 10801 County Road 116 Kenedy,
TX, 78119 3 6 1 - 3 7 5 - 2 9 5 9 ;
c361-362-3677
moomesa@fnbnet.net
Bexar
[F2] Arburn, Jenni 10801 County Road 116
Kenedy, TX 78119
361-375-2959; c361-3623677 jenni@fnbnet.net
Bexar
[S] Arens, Katie 24893RE 4806 Red River Austin,
TX, 78751-3331; 512-467-9649; w512-232-6363;
c512-484-8701, k.arens@mail.utexas.edu
UTG
[S] Atkinson, Gerald 22368RE(FE) 3306 Greenwood Glen, Kingwood , TX 77345, 2 8 1 - 3 6 0 - 2 2 4 4 ;
w281-654-7637;
c832-444-5386,
jerryatkin@aol.com; gerald.l.atkinson@exxonmobil.com
UTG, AMCS, GHG, Porcupine
[F1]Barker, Barbe 33397RE(FE) 7 Blue Jay Lane
Cloudcroft, NM 88317 5 0 5 - 6 8 7 - 4 2 7 0 ,
cloudcaver@pvtn.net
Hondo
[F1] Barnard, Dale 37782RG 8 3 0 4
Beaver
Brook Ln. Austin, TX 7 8 7 4 8 ,
c512-506-1113
barnarddale@yahoo.com
UTG
[S] Baron, Peter 39893RE PO Box 1712, Lytle, TX,
78052-1712,830-709-5016 ptbaron@hotmail.com
[S] Bell, Bill 7523 N. Grape Creek Rd., Fredericksburg, TX 78624 830-685-3224; c830-992-1353
[S] Bentley, William (Bill) T. 21977RE(FE) 4 0 0
Eastwood Dr., Midland, TX
79703-5308432697-3079; w432-681-6575; c432-557-3094
caveman@cox.net; caver@caver.net
PBSS
[F1] Beveridge, Aimee 44387RE 2605 Stratford
Dr., Austin, TX 78746, 512-328-2472; c512-6991904 aimeebev@sbcglobal.net
UTG
[F1] Bishop, Darla 56375RG 8170 North Valley
Drive, San Angelo, TX 76905, 325-659-1853; w3259 4 7 - 6 4 7 2 ;
c 2 7 7 - 9 9 0 3
darla.bishop@triadhospitals.com;
dbishop@zipnet.us
[F2] Bishop, Robert 8170 North Valley Drive,
San Angelo, TX
76905, 325-659-1853; w325947-6472; c277-9903
[F2] Bisset, Missy 1345 Grey Oak, San Antonio,
TX 78213, 210-541-9250
[F1] Bisset, Robert 27294RE 1345 Grey Oak , San
Antonio, TX 78213, 210-541-9250; w210-475-8110
bissetr@zachry.com
Bexar
[S] Bittinger, Stanley 1614 Santa Cecilia, Kingsvi l l e,
TX
78363,
3 61- 59 2- 594 5,
bi t tinger@cmaaccess.com

[S] Bombay, Bart 6408 Forest Hills Dr., Austin, TX
78746, 512-328-4366, bbombay@axalto.com
[S] Brooks, Bill 39490RE 108 Cactus Cove, Paige,
TX,
78659-4907,
512-581-0377
bgbrooks@mail.utexas.edu
[S] Brooks, John P. 20233RE 6879 Avalon Ave.,
Dallas, TX 7 5 2 1 4 ,
2 1 4 - 3 2 0 - 0 1 6 6
jpbrooks01@sbcglobal.net
DFWG, Porcupine
[S] Broussard, Don 9514RL(FE) 7881 FM 3237,
Driftwood, TX
78619-9420,
c512-917-3705
don.broussard@att.net
UTG, AMCS
[F2] Brown, Tom 42081RE 166 Port Charles Ave.,
New Braunfels, TX 78130, 830-608-1008; c210-8610868, caveiraq@yahoo.com; nbcaver@satx.rr.com
Bexar
[F1]Brown, Vicki 55561FR 166 Port Charles Ave.
New Braunfels, TX 78130, 210-861-0868; w210-5668300,
cavemama@satx.rr.com;
caveiraq@yahoo.com
Bexar
[S] Burks, E. Wayne 4805 Black Oak Lane, R i v e r
Oaks, TX 76114, 817-624-4707; w817-884-2913;
c817-925-5593, wayneburks@hotmail.com; EWBurks@TarrantCounty.com
DFWG
[S] Burleson, Mickey 5101 Berger Rd., Temple,
TX
76501-6715,
254-984-2265,
Eleanor@namanhowell.com
[F1] Burnett, Rune (Robert) 10033RE(FE, CM,
CA)4707 Valley Oak Dr., Austin, TX 78731, 512459-0505;
w512-476-4811;
c512-6586539,bburnett1@austin.rr.com
[S] Byrd, Tom 15701RE 339 Wilchester Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77079, 713-461-2973; w281-366-4007,
byrdtm@houston.rr.com; byrdtm@bp.com
CVS, UTG
[F2] Carroll, Daniel 915 Baker Dr. No. 74,
Tomball, TX 77375, 281-516-9937
[F1] Carroll, Haylee 915 Baker Dr. No. 74
Tomball, TX 77375, 281-516-9937; c281-795-2114
haylee_78@yahoo.com
[F1] Chelf, John 3720 Oaklawn Dr., Fort Worth,
TX 76107-1036, 817-626-7764; c817-689-1273
johnchelf@sbcglobal.net
SWT, Maverick
[S] Chelf, Susan 18179RE, 11202 Parkfield Drive
Apt. A, Austin, TX 78758, 512-835-2904,
jasper714@sbcglobal.net
UTG
[S] Cicherski, Michael 36668RE , P.O. Box 743
Boerne, TX 78006, 830-537-6111; w210-483-2800;
c210-219-9581,caver@gvtc.com,
michael.cicherski.hax1@statefarm.com;
[F1] Clary, Jim 4701 Canyonwood Dr., Austin, TX
78735,
512-892-0853;w512-453-2468
jclary@ch2m.com
UTG
[S] Cobb, Allan 24017RE, 12316A Alderbrook
Drive, Austin, TX 78758, 512-694-5433
ac@oztotl.com
UTG
[S] Colson, Matt 4309 Nichols Avenue, Dickinson,
TX 77539
[S] Cowell, Robert (Bob) 5806 Cactus Sun, San
Antonio, TX 78244-1260, 210-662-9171; c210-7249365,
bcow ell@satx.rr.com;
bcow911@satx.rr.com
Bexar
[S] Cradit, Jon 18781RE, 507 Pioneer Trail, San
Marcos, TX 78666-2451, 512-392-7869; w210-2222204,
jcradit@edwardsaquifer.org;
cavefault@yahoo.com
[S] Crosby, George 25738RE, P.O. Box 1109,
Lake Charles, LA 70602, 337-433-7482; w337-4395744, tsaco@structurex.net
[S] Davila, Lee 6740 Poncha Pass, Austin, TX
78749, 512-964-1258
[F2] DeLuna, David 39139FR, 523 Country Lane,
San Antonio, TX 78209 , 210-822-6743
Bexar
[F1] DeLuna, Joann 33294RE, 523 Country Lane,
San Antonio, TX 78209, 210-822-6743; c210-4108642, jbpdeluna@aol.com
Bexar
[S] Duncan, Paul 12533RL, 456 Twin Springs Rd.,
Georgetown, TX 78628-4332, 512-869-1163
ptduncan@hotmail.com
[F2] Evans, Janie 135 Rainbow Dr. No. 3589,
Livingston, TX 77399 c512-922-9426
[F1] Evans, T. R. 6516RL(FE), 135 Rainbow Dr.
No. 3589, Livingston, TX 77399, c512-922-9426
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trevans@alumni.utexas.net
[S] Fambro, Paul 15704RE, P.O. Box 1386, Cedar
Park,
TX
78630,512-267-7039
paul.fambro@worldnet.att.net
UTG
[S] Feaster, Walter 31624RE, 4307 Harvard Ave.
Midland,
TX
79703,c432-559-3297
wdfeaster@cox.net
PBSS
[S] Fleming, Stephen 13727RL(FE), 6005 Pontiac
Street, Berwyn Heights, MD 20740-2751,
castolon@gmail.com
[F1] Flood, Drew 1414 Fillmore St., Wichita Falls,
TX 76309, 940-761-4710, kalindras@bigfoot.com
[F2] Flood, Stacie 1414 Fillmore St., Wichita Falls,
TX 76309, 940-761-4710
[F1] Formanek, Don 7383RL, 2115 Briarcreek
Blvd., Houston, TX 77073, 281-821-9876; 281-7654520, donsid@juno.com
GHG
[F2] Formanek, Sid 10153FR, 2115 Briarcreek
Blvd., Houston, TX 77073, 281-821-9876
sidcaver@yahoo.com
GHG
[F1] Fralia, Butch 27041RE, 3412 Walton Ave.,
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230, 817-346-2039; c817229-7693, cavedba@charter.net
Maverick
[F2] Fraser, Dan 5230 Woodhaven East Dr.,
Wichita Falls, TX 76302, 940-723-8910; c940-7814414
[S] Garza, Ernest 13484RE(CM,FE), 444 Billy
Brooks Dr., Driftwood, TX 78619, 512-847-0183,
txworks@texas.net
UTG
[S] Gee, Mark 49625RE, 9760 Scyene, Apt. 214,
Dallas, TX 75227, 214-441-0036; c972-358-5105,
markageetxcaver@yahoo.com Maverick, DFWG
[S] Geisler, Stephen 3629 Lynndale Pl., Fort
Worth, TX 7 6 1 3 3 , c 8 1 7 - 2 6 3 - 4 3 0 7
vonzuben@swbell.net
[S] Germany, Julia 47678RE, 6203 Waltway Drive,
Houston,
TX
77008-6261,
832-221-6328,
germanyj@aol.com
[F1] Gluesenkamp, Andy 47281RE, 700 Billie
Brooks Ln., Driftwood, TX 78619, c512-799-1095,
andy@gluesenkamp.com
UTG
[F2] Gluesenkamp, Leah 700 Billie Brooks Ln.
Driftwood, T X
78619,512-944-6276,
leah@gluesenkamp.com
[F1] Goldsmith, Charles 56296RE, 5861 Lance
Court, Fort Worth, TX 7 6 1 4 8 , 8 1 7 - 4 9 8 - 6 3 1 7 ,
wokka@justfamily.org
[F2] Goldsmith, Tammy 56297FR, 5861 Lance
Court, Fort Worth, TX 7 6 1 4 8 , 8 1 7 - 4 9 8 - 6 3 1 7 ,
tammy@justfamily.org
[S] Goodbar, Katherine 5538RE, 6621 Sunnyland
Ln, Dallas, TX 75214, 214-823-1848, kgoodbar@aol.com
[S] Graham, Sherry 5001 Elaine Ave., Raleigh,
NC 27616, 919-876-4852; c919-632-1214,
sheretha@bellsouth.net
[S] Graves, Lee Jay 30591SU, 613 Terrell Hill Dr.,
Austin, TX 78704-6233, 512-326-1297; c512-7360792, mljgraves@aol.com
* [S] Gross, Michael 11603RE, 2920 Hunters
Point Ln., Carrollton, TX
75007,972-777-1892
mgross@demac.com
[S] Grubbs, Andy 15667RE(FE), P.O. Box 208, San
Marcos, TX 78667, 512-353-8744; w512-392-3546;
c512-644-5361, grubbsi@centurytel.net
UTG
[S] Gutting, Steve 15585RG, 11530 High Meadow,
San Antonio, TX 78253, 210-679-9144; w210-5222524; c210-887-4888, sgutting@swri.edu; stephengutting2@juno.com
Bexar
[S] Harris, Will 42670RE, 820 Downing Drive,
Richardson, TX 75080, c214-632-1853; w214-4801081 willh@aggienetwork.com DFWG, Maverick
[S] Heart, Richard L. 6806 Burnley, San Antonio,
TX 78239, 210-421-7475 rick62h@yahoo.com
[S] Hertel, Ray 1315 Teal Glen Ct., Houston, TX
77062,
281-286-8120;
w281-480-6245,
rayhertel@juno.com
[F2] Herzig, April 16622FR, 31729 Sierra Vista
Dr., Bulverde, TX 78163, 830-980-3787, aprilherzig@wireweb.net
Bexar
[F1]Herzig, Frank 16289RE, 31729 Sierra Vista
Dr., Bulverde, TX 78163, 830-980-3787,

fherzig@swri.edu
Bexar
[S] Heuss, Keith 10557RL, 12717 Bullick Hollow Rd.,
Austin,
TX
78726,
c512-964-6399,
CaverKeith@yahoo.com
[S] Hilbert, Jennifer PassmoreLab-4901 Morena
Blvd., Bldg 600, San Diego, CA 92117
[F2] Hoese, Geoffrey 38832RL, 2605 Stratford Dr.,
Austin, TX 78746, 512-328-2472; c512-423-8101
gbh@io.com
[S] Holt, Fritz F. 11020 Riverview Dr., Houston, TX
77042-1399, 713-952-2222; w713-461-8979; c713-8182496, fholt@townandcountryins.com
[F1] Holt, Jenny 9806 Lake Ridge Dr., Austin, TX
78733
[F2] Holt, Mandy 9806 Lake Ridge Dr., Austin, TX
78733
[S] Holzgrafe, Alan 33895RL, 121 Maderas, Seguin,
TX 78155, 830-557-5410, whiskey@satx.rr.com
[F1] Hooper, Jocie 18298FR, 12717 Bullick Hollow
Rd,
Austin,
TX
78726,
512-258-8384,
jociehooper@austin.rr.com
[S] Joe, Tommy 11212 Waxwing , Houston, TX 77035,
713-723-2587; w713-743-2370, tjoe@uh.edu
GHG
[S] Johnson, Russ 43751RE, 1207 Ford St., Llano, TX
78643,
325-247-5241;
w512-651-7115,
russkjohnson@gmail.com
[S] Jones, Rebecca 38919RE, 263 County Road 117,
Llano, TX 78643, 325-247-5165; c254-718-5032,
beck@gonzoguanogear.com
Independent
[S] Joost, Julianne 635 Westover Dr, Richardson, TX
75080
* [F1] Jorden, Jay 14356RL(FE), 11201 County Rd
132, Celina, TX
75009-2527,
972-382-2458;
w972-605-4489; c214-202-6611, jjorden@texoma.net
DFWG
* [S] Kegley, George 52851RE, 106 West Spring Dr.,
Austin, TX 7 8 7 4 6 ,
5 1 2 - 3 2 8 - 9 8 6 7 ,
gkegley@austin.rr.com
[F2] Kennedy, Cat 3406 Catalina Drive, Austin, TX
78741-7041, 614-893-8888, ckennedy@batcon.org
[F1] Kennedy, Jim 26791RL(FE), 3406 Catalina
Drive, Austin, TX 78741-7041, c512-663-2287; w512327-9721, jkennedy@batcon.org
[STU] Kennedy, Joy 40710RE, 200 Brazoswood Drive,
Apt. 427, Clute, TX 77531, 979-230-3262, joykennedy@mfire.com
GHG
[S] King, Joel 30445RL, 122 Park Hill Dr., San Antonio, TX 78212-2573, 210-822-2313; w456-3921,
km5ca@arrl.net; km5ca@earthlink.net,
* [S] Kirby, Frank 18927RE, 29587 IH10 West #1,
Boerne, TX 7 8 0 0 6 ,
8 3 0 - 9 8 1 - 4 2 0 4 ,
frankkirby@worldnet.att.net
DFWG
[S] Knape, Koyle D. 56184RE,
114A
Doeskin,
Boerne, TX 78006, 830-816-2471; c979-575-2279
koylek@yahoo.com
Bexar
* [F2] Knight, Sheila 14281FR, 11201 County Rd 132,
Celina, TX 75009-2527, 972-382-2458; c214-202-6611,
sheoort@yahoo.com
* [F2] Knox, Jan 9917FL, 3302 Beverly Rd., Austin,
TX 78703, 512-453-4070, knox_jan@hotmail.com
* [F1]Knox, Orion 4603RL(FE,CM), 3302 Beverly Rd.,
Austin, TX 7 8 7 0 3 ,
5 1 2 - 4 5 3 - 4 0 7 0 ,
orion_knox@alumni.utexas.net
[S] Kreidler, John M. 6801RL, 1601 Orchid Ave.,
McAllen, TX 78504, 956-682-9232; w800-692-0234
kreidler@sbcglobal.net,
Indep.
[S] Kunath, Carl 6230RE(FE), 3720 Ransom Rd., San
Angelo, TX 76903, 325-655-1272; c325-374-7112,
carl.kunath@cox.net
CVS, Indep., Porcupine
[S] Lake, Stacy 172 36th St. West Lakehills,TX 78063
solarcontroller@yahoo.com
[S] Lee, Bennett 37274RE, 3307 Litchfield St., San
Antonio, TX 78230, 210-694-5156; c210-393-3806
bennett@bennettandgina.com
* [S] Lee, Cynthia 42140RE, 4306 Whitman Ave. N,
Seattle,
WA
98103,c512-796-2275,
leec8@u.washington.edu; cavrchik@mail.utexas.edu
[F2] Lee, Jerelene 40010RE, 1919 Parhaven, San
Antonio, TX 78232-1527, 210-494-3335, tedjerry@swbell.net
Bexar
[F1] Lee, Ted 40009RE, 1919 Parhaven Dr., San Antonio, TX 78232-1527, 210-494-3335; w210-886-9500;

c210-557-9500, tedjerry@swbell.net
Bexar
* [S] Liebman, Bill 11970RL(FE), P.O. Box 11,
Cass ,WV 2 4 9 2 7 ,
3 0 4 - 4 5 6 - 3 4 3 3 ,
caver@sunlitsurf.com
* [S] Linder, Herbert 46082RE, 8523 Capri Drive,
Dallas, TX 75238, 214-341-1193
* [F2] Lindsley, Karen
11854FR(FE,CM), 12
Orchard Road, Lucas, TX 75002 ,
972- 727- 2497,
escapage@aol.com,
DFWG, Porcupine
* [F1]Lindsley, Pete 5566RE(CM,FE), 12 Orchard
Road, Lucas, TX 75002 , 972-727-2497; w972-952-2827;
c214-616-4490, lindsley@raytheon.com
[S] Locklear, David 27639RL, 1011 Louise St.,
Houston, TX 77009, 713-702-6441; c713-851-1283
dlocklear01@ev1.net
GHG
* [F2] Loftin, Elizabeth 6910 Forest Crest N., San
Antonio, TX 78240, 210-521-0849
* [F1] Loftin, James 6910 Forest Crest N., San Antonio, TX 78240, 210-521-0849; c210-415-0498
jloftin556@aol.com
* [S] Loftin, Vivian 34681RE, 4806 Savorey Ln., Austin, TX 78744, 512-383-8998; c512-659-9486,
vivbone@att.net
UTG
[S] Lostak, Tracy 800 Marion Pugh Dr. No. 512,
College Station, TX 77840, 713-542-6043,
tracylostak@hotmail.com
[F2] Lynott, Missy 37614FR, 10801 Oak View Dr.,
Austin, TX 78759-7012,
512-219-9391,
mlynott@austin.rr.com
Bexar
[F1] Lynott, Patrick 37613RE, 10801 Oak View Dr.,
Austin, TX 78759-7012, 512-219-9391; c512-431-9935
plynott@austin.rr.com
Bexar
[F1] Mahan, Sheree 5230 Woodhaven East Dr.,
Wichita Falls, TX 76302, 940-723-8910; c940-781-4514,
shereeannm@aol.com
NTSS
[S] Maloy, Kim 23121RE, 431 S. Frey, Boerne, TX
78006-2914,830-249-8476;w210-949-7281,
kmaloy@gvtc.com
[S] Marks, Milo 52795RE, P.O. Box 208, Meridian,
TX 76665-0208, 254-435-2673, c254-688-0077 2miloMarks@htcomp.net
DFWG, Maverick
[F2] Mastbrook, Sharon 40654FR, 3412 Walton Ave,
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230, 817-346-2039
cavedba@charter.net
Maverick
[F1] McAdoo, David 16974RE, 62 LeBrun Court W.,
Galveston, TX 77551, 409-744-5486; 772-2939
djmcadoo@utmb.edu
[F2] McAdoo, Gail 16975FR, 62 LeBrun Court W.,
Galveston, TX 77551, 409-744-5486
[S] McArthur, Martha 35327RE, 101 Angeles Vista
Circle, Sandia Park, NM 87047, 505-217-9483; w505832-5723; c505-350-9022, mmcart1061@aol.com
* [S] McCarty, Greg 41795RE, 2409 35th Street,
Lubbock,
TX
79412,
806-792-7385,
caveman42k@yahoo.com
* [S] McClung, Dave 29384RE 3215 Foothills Trail,
Round Rock, TX 78681, 512-733-1889; c512-940-2283
david.mcclung@sbcglobal.net
UTG
[S] McClure, J. Katherine 39448RE, P.O. Box 727,
Blanco, TX 78606, 830-833-2351; c512-656-2351
kmcclure@moment.net
* [F2] McGee, Carol Ann 21020RG, 4735 Hollybrook
Lane, Houston, TX 77039, 281-449-4842
GHG
* [F1] McGee, Kenny 30491RE, 4735 Hollybrook
Lane, Houston, TX 77039, 281-449-4842; w281-4409939
kenny_mcgee@yahoo.com
GHG
* [F2] McGowan, Emily 42934RE, 4750 Redstart St.,
Houston, TX 77035, 713-723-1143; c281-450-5391
emmcg@sbcglobal.net
* [F1] McGowan, Kevin 42935FR,
4 7 5 0
Redstart St., Houston, TX 77035, 713-723-1143; c281433-2474 kevin@kevinmcgowan.com
* [S] McKenzie, David
6419RE(FE), 16200
Sweetwood Trail, Austin, TX 78737, 512-894-0496;
c512-496-2076 davidmck@austin.rr.com
UTG
* [S] McKinney, Shannon P.O. Box 1981, 100 Market
Apt. 40, Galveston, TX 77550, c512-663-0926,
atmseaaggie@hotmail.com
[S] McNatt, Logan 11274RL(FE), 4419 Clawson Rd.,
Austin, TX 78745-1039, 512-462-9581; w512-389-4317,
l m c n a t t @ a u s t i n . r r . c o m ;
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logan.mcnatt@tpwd.state.tx.us
UTG
[S] McWhirter, Michael 1081 Boling Ln., Las Cruces, NM 88007-4865, 505-647-5096; w505-382-9292
mmcwhirter@bahcnm.org
[S] Menking, Kurt 22200RE(FE), 8255 Bindseil LaneSan Antonio, TX 78266 , 210-654-3014; c210-325-5598,
kmenking@bcad.org; gimgr@bcad.org
Bexar
[S] Miller, Marvin 39574RE, 388 Coyote Ridge,
Spring Branch, TX 78070-6344, 830-885-5631; w210258-8617, mlmiller@gvtc.com
Indep., Bexar
[S] Minton, Mark 8758 Frog Hollow Road, Linville,
VA 22834, 540-833-2576, mminton@nmhu.edu
* [S] Mitchell, Robert 5109(FE,CM), 430 Windmill
Dr.,
Ba ndera,
TX
78003,
830- 796- 3240
robert@critterpix.net
[S] Mixon, William (Bill) 5728RL(OS,AL,FE), 14045
North Green Hills Loop, Austin, TX 78737-8627, 512288-4991 b i l l m i x o n @ w o r l d n e t . a t t . n e t ;
bmixon@alumni.uchicago.edu
Indep.
[F2] Monahan, Katie 3720 Oaklawn Dr., Fort Worth,
TX 76107-1036, 817-626-7764; c817-689-1273
[S] Moody, Jill 12058(FE), 150 Lariet Dr., Bandera,
TX 78003, 830-796-8492; w210-692-0321; c210-8854846, jdsmoody@hotmail.com
* [S] Moore, Robert (Bob) 15103 Mettle Dr., Austin,
TX 78734, 512-848-8489; 512-263-6087, bemoore@austin.rr.com
[S] Moore, Roger G. 12548RL, 201 Westheimer Rd.,
No. F, Houston, TX 77006, 713-526-1743; w713-8618663, caverarch@aol.com
GHG
[S] Morey, Philip Stockton 1514 Lackey St., Kingsville, TX 78363, 361-592-3072; w361-593-3192
pmorey@tamuk.edu
* [F1] Moriarty, Christopher 3619 Boulder Peak St.,
San Antonio, TX 78247 ,
210-496-5791,
cmoriarty@satx.rr.com
[S] Mosesmann, Donna 39322RE, 10950 Westbrae
Parkway Apt. 8104, Houston, TX 77031,713-777-7335;
c832-465-8588, mosesmann@juno.com
Indep.
[S] Najjar, Lawrence 53732RG, 5811 Mesa Dr. Apt.
614, Austin, TX 78731-3733, 512-371-7751,
lawrence_najjar@yahoo.com
[S] Noble, Melvin 908 Hermitage Dr., Austin, TX
78753-5716,
512-491-9586;
w512-463-3600,
freedomnoble@yahoo.com
[S] Ochel, David 56369SU, 1616 W. 6th St. Apt. 239,
Austin, TX 7 8 7 0 3 ,
512-469-0969,
treasure.dave@ochel.net; do@ochel.net
UTG
* [F1] Osborne, Lora 706 Crane Canyon Pl., Round
Rock,
TX
78664,
214-641-3861,
rosborne@parkercc.edu
* [F2] Osborne, Ryan
706 Crane Canyon
Pl., Round Rock, TX 78664, 214-641-3861,
rosborne@parkercc.edu
[S] Oughton, Daniel T. 41968RE, 22800 Vivian Dr.,
Elgin, TX 78621-5215, 512-377-9313; c512-658-9911
tsa@caverdan.com
[S] Overholt, Libby 1766 Thousand Oaks, San Antonio, TX 78232, 210-496-6287; c210-885-7297,
loverholt@satx.rr.com
UTG
[S] Palit, Linda 24695RE(FE), 4019 Ramsgate, San
Antonio, TX 78230, 210-699-1388; c210-865-2061
lkpalit@sbcglobal.net
Bexar
[S] Pardue, Corey 24 Spring Lake Dr., Wichita Falls,
TX 76301, 940-642-8445
[S] Parker, Nathan 220 Lonesome Trail, Driftwood,
TX, 78619, c 5 1 2 - 6 8 9 - 1 4 2 3 ,
nparker@kualumni.org
[S] Passmore, Greg 4901 Morena Blvd., Bldg. 600,
La Jolla, CA 92117,
greg@passmorelab.com
[F1] Pearce, Joe 2603 Melba Pass, Cedar Park, TX
78613, 512-219-6822
[F2] Pearce, Sue 2603 Melba Pass, Cedar Park, TX
78613, 512-219-6822
[S] Pekins, Charles E. & Beth 56246RE, 201 South
Race St., Lampasas, TX 76550, 512-556-8997; w2542 8 6 - 5 9 4 1 ; c 2 5 4 - 5 3 5 - 6 2 4 9
charles.pekins@hood.army.mil
[S] Perez, Cynthia A. 47153RE, 11311 Lima Dr., San
Antonio, TX 78213, 210-530-9500; w210-733-9631
cyperez@saisd.net
Bexar
[S] Peterson, Joshua 8521 N Capital of Texas, Hwy

#2043, Austin, TX 78759, Cell: (512) 663-7679
[S] Ponebshek, Carl 412 Garraty Road, San Antonio,
TX 78209, 210-824-4843, cponebshek@aol.com
Bexar
[S] Portman, Michael 43793RE, P.O. Box 684674,
Austin, TX 78768, 956-337-6400; w512-472-6852 michael.portman@agedwards.com
UTG
[F2] Prendergast, Denise 48638RE, 8304 Beaver
Brook Ln., Austin, TX 78748,
c512-506- 1113,
pepabelly@hotmail.com
UTG
* [F2] Raines, Mercy 45945FR, 471 Limestone Ln.,
Driftwood, TX 78619, 512-842-5709
* [F1]Raines,Terry 6154RL(CM,FE), 471 Limestone
Ln.,
Driftwood,
TX
78619,
512-842-5709
tmraines@amcs.org
UTG
[F2] Ralph, Diane 41689FR, 13101 Wild Turkey
Drive, Manchaca, TX 78652-6857, 512-280-9648
[S] Ralph, Jack 20920RL, 1965 Pahmeyer Rd., New
Braunfels, TX 78130-7759, 830-620-5058; w512-3898014, jack.ralph@tpwd.state.tx.us
[F1] Ralph,Ron 7616RE(FE) 13101 Wild Turkey
Drive, Manchaca, TX 78652-6857, 512-280-9648; c6954060, ronralph@austin.rr.com
UTG, LAG
* [S] Ranzau, Joe 48214AS, 109 South Stonegate,
Boerne, TX 78006, c210-289-6839 , joe@oztotl.com
AMCS, UTG, Bexar
[F2] Reagan, Elaine 102 E. Garrett Run, Austin, TX
78753, 512-837-3900
[F1] Reagan, Larry 102 E. Garrett Run, Austin, TX
7 8 7 5 3 .
5 1 2 - 8 3 7 - 3 9 0 0 ,
reaganconstruction@hotmail.com
[S] Rees, Darrell 218 Poenisch, Corpus Christi, TX
78412, 361-991-4397, darees758@msn.com
[S] Rieck, Sheryl P.O. Box 407, Aransas Pass, TX
78335,
361-758-6980;
c361-205-1458
srieck2@cableone.net
UTG
* [S] Robinson, Hadley 5134 Thornton Street, El
Paso, TX 79932, 915-581-4740; 915-581-0618,
hadlyer@htg.net
[S] Rogers, Christie 2111 Welch Apt. 223, Houston,
TX
77019,
713-523-1810;
w281- 654-5993
rogerscmr@aol.com
[S] Romike, Harold R. 4308 Loma del Norte , El Paso,
TX 79934, 915-822-3558, hrromike@episd.com
[S] Russell, Carol 3010 French Place, Austin, TX
78722, C.russell@mail.utexas.edu
UTG
[S] Russell, William H. 4357HM(CM,FE), 4806 Red
River, Austin, TX 78751-3331, 512-453-4774; c512-9408336, whrussell@gmail.com
[F2] Savvas, Charley 28607RL, 9134 FM 1854, Dale,
TX
786 16,
51 2- 43 1- 02 38;
512- 8 37- 7 92 1,
cavedeep@hotmail.com
[F1] Savvas, Kara 56964RE, 9134 FM 1854 Dale, TX
78616, c512-422-2788, misskarabiner@yahoo.com
UTG
[F2] Schindel, Geary 15827RE(FE), 11310 Whisper
Dawn, San Antonio, TX 78230, 210-479-2151; w210348-8989;
c210-313-9976,
gschindel@mindspring.com;
gschindel@edwardsaquifer.org
Bexar
[F1] Schindel, Susan 14549FR, 11310 Whisper Dawn,
San Antonio, TX 78230 , 210-479-2151; 210-348-8787;
c210-313-9976, gschindel@mindspring.com Bexar
[S] Schneider, John 18520RE, 10431 Westedge,
Sugar Land, TX 77478, 281-242-0873; c281-798-6966
jschneider@ev1.net
GHG
[S] Sisson, Michael 2102 E. MLK, Austin, TX,
78702512-477-4998;
c512-587-0136,
mikehole@austin.rr.com
[S] Smith, Preston 2325 Welch Apt. 12, Houston, TX
77019, c832-885-4433, prestonmail7@yahoo.com
[F2] Souby, Susan 54261FR, 4707 Valley Oak Dr.,
Austin,
TX
78731,
512-459-0505
ssouby@austin.rr.com
[S] Spaulding, Edward PO Box 1371, Huntsville, TX
77342
[S] Sprouse, Peter 14445RE(LB,FE), 600 Elliot Ranch
Rd., Buda, TX 78610, 512-415-2994, peter@purificacion.org; peter@oztotl.com; petersprouse@yahoo.com
UTG
[S] Sprouse (Whitfield), Terri 37296FR, 600 Elliot
Ranch Rd., Buda, TX 78610, 512-415-2994; 512-826-

7960, terri@purificacion.org
[S] Steele, C. William 8072RE(LB,FE), 500 Kingston
Drive, Irving, TX 75061, w972-580-2538; c214-7704712, speleosteele@comcast.net
Maverick, DFWG
* [S] Stephens, Bill 15441RE, 6335 Kovarik Rd.,
Wichita Falls, TX 76310, 940-692-2840; w723-5585,
stephenswm@yahoo.com
NTSS
[S] Stiver, Bill & Julie 55854RE, 335 FM 1954, Wichita Falls, TX 76310, 940-689-0078; c940-642-0838,
stiver@pcnetwireless.net
Indep.
[F2] Strickland, Pete 8298RE(FE), 12717 Bullick
Hollow Rd., Austin, TX 78726, 512-258-8384; w512206-3644, pstrickland1@austin.rr.com, UTG, AMCS
* [S] Summers, Shannon 51210RE
,
P.O.
Box 2218, Kyle, TX 78640, c512-627-1689, shannon@oztotl.com
ASS, UTG
* [S] Szecsy, Kris 4526 Ave. S, Galveston, TX77551,
c409-457-1215, krisszecsy@yahoo.com
* [S] Szukalski, Bernard (Bernie) W. 17780RL(FE),
1224 Mira Monte Drive, Redlands, CA 92373, h909798-5986; w909-793-2853 ext 1-1315,
bszukalski@esri.com
GHG, S. California Grotto
[F1] Thibodaux, Chris 106 Riviera, San Marcos, TX
78666, 512-757-3252, christ@grandecom.net
* [S] Thiesse, Mary 16 Hummingbird Lane, Glorieta,
NM 87535, c832-493-0374
Porcupine
[F1] Thomas, Jacqui (Bills) 47718RE, P.O. Box 1326,
Sonora, TX 76950, 325-387-3424; c325-450-3905
jlrbills@sonoratx.net
[F2] Thomas, Kel P.O. Box 1326, Sonora, TX 76950
325-387-3424, kthomas@sonoratx.net
[S] Thurlo, Jimmy 30237RE, 235 Genoa, Lubbock,
TX 79416-1707, 806-792-9582; c806-778-6847
jtthumper22@aol.com
LAG
[S] Tomchick, Diana R. 51262RE, 500 Kingston
Drive,
Irving,
TX
75061,
c214-418-5827
diana.tomchick@utsouthwestern.edu
Maverick, DFWG
[S] Tucker, William 55566RE, 4420 61 St., Lubbock,
TX 79414, 806-799-6322, william.tucker@att.net
[S] Unger, Paul 13549, 1801 Yokley Rd., Rockdale,
TX 76567, 512-446-6715, spelunger@sbcglobal.net
[F1] Veni, George 17322RL(FE,CM), 11304 Candle
Park, San Antonio, TX 78249-4421,
210-558-4403
gveni@satx.rr.com
Bexar
[F2] Veni, Karen 29550FL, 11304 Candle Park, San
Antonio,
TX
78249-4421,210-558-4403
kveni@flash.net
[S] Vreeland, Chris 41811RL, 1522 West 32nd St.,
Austin, TX 78703, 512-472-1061; w512-389-1709;
c512-415-8858, cvreeland@austin.rr.com
[F1] Wakefield, Andrea 8211 Beaconcrest, Austin,
TX 78748,
512-292-1960; c512-530-6326,
wakefield@mail.utexas.edu
[F2] Wakefield, Jason 8211 Beaconcrest, Austin, TX
78748, 512-292-1960; c512-636-4707,
wakefield@mail.utexas.edu
* [S] Walker, Jimmy P.O. Box 68, Waelder, TX 78959
830-788-7166
* [S] Walker, Kate 51180RE, 916 Fall Creek Dr.,
Austin,
TX
78753-2406,
c512-695-1758
,
katewalker@mail.utexas.edu; yovimpa@hotmail.com
[S] Walsh, Mike (John) 11077(FE), 1800 West Park,
Cedar Park, TX 78613, 512-249-2283, Mikewaustin@austin.rr.com
UTG
[S] Want, Bob 54530RE, 1309 Shady Springs Ct. E.,
Irving,
TX
75060-6025,
214-208-0987,
intuit999@yahoo.com
Maverick
[F1] Welch, Dennis 53060RE, 13239 Roanoke Road,
Westlake TX 76262-7665, 817-430-4737; w972-6152500; c817-999-3463 scuba42@charter.net
[F2] Welch, Sharon 53061FR, 13239 Roanoke Road,
W est l a ke,
TX
6262- 7665,
817- 430- 4737,
scuba42@charter.net
[S] Wessel, Roy 30050RE, 3923 Manchester, San
Antonio, TX 78223, 210-333-7747; c210-710-7327
Bexar
[F1] West, Bob 19112RE, 1901 Anita Dr., Austin, TX
78704, 512-707-0440; w512-442-1919, rawestbob@hotmail.com
UTG
[F2] West, Cindy 1901 Anita Dr. , Austin, TX 78704
512-707-0440; c210-289-3577,
r a w e s t -
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bob@hotmail.com
[S] White, Garry 7973RE, 701 Aquarena Springs,
Apt. 303B, San Marcos , TX 78666, 512--754-8398,
gw06@business.txstate.edu
[F2] Williams, Joel 7 Blue Jay Ln., Cloudcroft, NM
88317, 505-687-4270, williamsjsw@hotmail.com
[S] Wolff, Jim 1239 B N. LBJ, San Marcos, TX 78666
c512-557-2615
[S] Woods, Spencer 13013 Irby Pass, Austin, TX
78729,
512-335-3432;
c512-940-4839
karstkin@austin.rr.com
* [S] Wright, Talmadge 49716RE,
6 2 1 8
Locke Ln., Houston, TX 77057, 713-334-9082; w71 3625-5233 t_wright@ureach.com
GHG
* [S] Yonemoto, Eddie 37415RE, 2333 Bering Dr.
Apt. 112, Houston, TX 77057, 713-780-8262; w281-4525951;
c28 1- 827- 654 0,
godz i l l a @ bw w. c om
GHG
* [S] Young, Missy 5100 Raymond Stotzer Pkwy.
Unit C, College Station, TX 77845, w979-845-8460;
c713-502-9201, missie141@hotmail.com
[S] Zara Environmental 118 W. Goforth, Buda, TX
78610
[S] Zarker, Doug 2607 Northland Drive, Austin, TX
78756, 512-457-7747, doug.zarker@tcb.aecom.com

* Indicates that TSA dues have or are
about to expire. LAST ISSUE!

The TSA and the NSS
needs for YOU to get the word out
to all your fellow cavers and
Grotto members that are currently NON-members on the virtues of these fine organizations!
Both of these groups fight
for your inalienable right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of caving,
as well as the conservation, preservation, and acquisition of caves
throughout the state of Texas and
the U.S.
Have these future members
go
to
http://
www.cavetexas.org/TSA/join.html
to join the TSA or to join the NSS,
http://www.caves.org/info/
member.shtml.
You have your orders, now
get out there and encourage your
fellow caving comrades to join!

the convention at the Williams Creek School in Albert, Texas (Gillespie County), April 13-15, 2007.

MINUTES OF WINTER TSA
BUSINESS MEETING,
13 January, 2007

Secretary's Report: (Alman) Mark thanked everyone for electing him in a closely fought contest
with Andy G. Andy and Mark both jokingly accused each other of doing a lousy job of stuffing
the ballot box to insure that the other would win!

(Convened during the Colorado Bend State Park
Project Weekend, Bend, TX.
Submitted by Mark Alman)

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted via email by Michael Cicherski, Treasurer

Newly Elected Officers Present: John Brooks,
Chairman; Jacqui Bills-Thomas, Vice-chairman;
Mark Alman, Secretary;

TSA Financial Report for 2006
The TSA has assets of $9,079.62 in the Operating
Account, $3,656.50 in the Savings Account and
$7,658.47 in the Land Fund Account totaling
$20,394.59 as of December 31, 2006.

Newly Elected Officers Not Present: Michael
Cicherski, Treasurer (Out of town)
Outgoing Officers Present: Andy Gluesenkamp,
Secretary

For historical perspective, the TSA assets in 2004
totaled $18,635.82 and in 2005 the assets were
$18,975.78.

TSA Members and cavers in Attendance: John
Brooks, Jacqui Thomas, Mark Alman, Edward
Spaulding, Kel Thomas, Andy Gluesenkamp, Don
Arburn, Allan Cobb, David Ochel, Rafal
Kedzluski, Mark Gee, Joe Ranzau, Kim Dea,
Kevin Toepke, Justin Fell, Mica Fell, Linda Palit,
Jim Kennedy, Terry Holsinger

Income for the 2006 calendar year totaled
$7,693.37 while the expenses over the same period
were $6,525.76 resulting in a net income of
$1,167.61. Again, for historical perspective the
2004 year ended with a profit of $1,557.21 and the
2005 year ended with a profit of $571.56.

Chairman's Report: (Brooks) Thanked everyone
for having the confidence to re-elect him. No copies of the TSA Fall Business Meeting Minutes, so
they were read by John and a motion was made and
seconded to accept the minutes as read. Motion
carried. John also mentioned that there are a lot of
positives occurring in the state and with the TSA:
The Texas Caver, the new TSA Forum, and excellent and well-maintained website (a big thanks to
Butch Fralia and Pete Lindsley), but they do need
help, and how membership is way up. Thanked
Butch Fralia for setting up CBSP as the Winter
Meeting site.
John did mention that getting back issues from
2004 and 2005 of The Texas Caver printed and
mailed is a major unresolved issue.

Membership appears to be on the rise. If the trend
continues throughout 2007 we project a strong fiscal year resulting in a financially sound Texas Speleological Association.
2007 TSA Budget
Income:
Membership: The estimated income of $3,800.00 is
coming from 200 memberships, (renewed or initiated in 2007), at an average of $19.00 per person.
With a continued strong membership drive
throughout 2007 this figure has the potential to rise
significantly. In the past we used an average of
$20.00 per person. A significant number of our
membership renews/pays online and that has cut
into the average amount paid per member.

Vice-Chairman’s Report: (Bills-Thomas) Despite
the nighttime cold sweats she has been experiencing of late, she enthusiastically showed her appreciation to all who voted for her and pledged to be a
great vice chair and to deliver an excellent Convention in April. Location and date for this was heavily discussed and the decision was made to have

TSA Convention: The estimated income of
$2,400.00 comes from an attendance of 100 cavers
attending. A non-popular site, poor weather, poor
planning, or poor advertising could draw down the
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attendance and lower the income from this event to
a break even. On a positive note, better than normal
advertising, a strong event, and a popular location
could mean a higher than projected income.

TSA Website: The cost for the TSA website is
budgeted at $150.00.
TSA Membership Directory: No monies have been
set aside for 2007 as the Directory is not published
annually.

TSA Bookstore: $50.00 income is projected to
come from the sale of all items. The lack of attention to the Bookstore has significantly impacted the
income from this venue.

The total operating expenses for the 2007 calendar
year are estimated at $6,850.00.
An income of $6,500 minus expenses estimated at
$6,850 leaves a negative balance for the year of350.

Texas Caver: An estimated $100.00 comes from
library subscriptions.
Interest Income: Negligible at this point.

In looking at the expenses in relation to the (single)
membership dues:

Misc.: $150.00 will come in from TSA projects

Texas Caver (total expenses)
51%
TSA Convention (total expenses) 32%
TSA Bookstore
00%
TCR (mailing, promotion, misc.) 05%
TSA Elections
03%
TSA Trailer
03%
Bank Fees
01%
Post Office Box rental
01%
TSA Website
02%
Misc.
02%
100%

The total estimated income for the 2007 calendar
year is $6,500.00
Expenses:
TSA Bookstore: No monies have been set aside
for purchasing of equipment or inventory in 2007.
Bank Fees: Charges from Compass Bank and Fidelity are budgeted at $60.00
Post Office Fees: Charges for the TSA Post Office
Box are budgeted at $90.00

$10.20
$06.40
$00.00
$01.00
$00.60
$00.60
$00.20
$00.20
$00.40
$00.40
$20.00

Standing Committee Reports:

TCR: Our assistance in mailing the announcements
and additional miscellaneous costs are budgeted at
$350.00. This is about 3% of the total projected
expenses.

TSA Projects Committee Report – Submitted by
Jim Kennedy, TSA Projects Committee Chair
1. CAVERNS OF SONORA RESTORATION —
George Veni
George requests that the project be dropped from
the TSA Projects list. No trips or activities in
2006. The rockhauling from the Devils Pit was
completed in 2005. Smaller, more detailed cleanup
projects are still needed in the cave, and it remains
to be seen if the Project will be reactivated by
someone else in the future.

Texas Caver: The printing and mailing of The
Texas Caver is budgeted at $3,500.00. This is approximately 45% of the total projected expenses.
The cost of mailing in 2007 is projected to rise
which is reflected in the budget.
TSA Convention: The 2007 Convention costs are
estimated at about $2,200.00.
TSA Elections: The estimated mailing and printing
cost for the TSA elections will be $250.00 for
2007.

2. KICKAPOO CAVERNS STATE PARK PROJECT — Travis Scott/Allan Cobb
The Kickapoo Caverns State Park Project held one
trip in 2006 on the weekend of February 1–13, attended by 29 cavers. There were still three objectives to complete the initial phase of the project.
Two caves (Blue Elm and Scorpion) needed survey
and one karst feature needed to be dug on. Other

TSA Trailer: Maintenance and or upkeep for 2007
on the trailer are budgeted at $250.00 based on previous years.
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non-cave activities for the weekend included brush
clearing on road to Kickapoo, resealing of the shaft
at Stuart Bat Cave and brush clearing around the
entrance, and some campsite work.
One group led by Allan Cobb went to survey Blue Elm Cave. After having bad GPS coordinates on past trips, their group walked right up on a
cave this time, but it wasn't Blue Elm. It turns out
the coordinates for Sumac Pit and Blue Elm were
mixed up on Allan’s GPS. The problem was noted
and Blue Elm found. The cave was surveyed
(92.4m long, ~11.5m deep) and the group was back
in camp late in the afternoon. Jim Kennedy is
drafting the map.
Another group led by Travis Scott went to
finish the survey in Scorpion Cave and teach survey and sketching skills to two new cavers while
the team surveyed. The cave was completely surveyed and the group back at camp by early afternoon. Having been to the cave many times, it was
noted that the entrance was blowing quite a bit
more air than past trips. The air was not felt elsewhere in the cave. One porcupine was found in the
entrance.
Another group led by Rebecca O'Daniel
went to dig on the karst feature. After some work,
the feature was opened up and cavers entered the
virgin cave. The cave turned out to be about 7 meters long and contained five porcupines. The cave
was not surveyed and was not named. Although
the cave is short, it would be good to have it surveyed.
The rest of the cavers headed over to Stuart
Bat Cave and worked to secure the shaft entrance
led by Don Auburn. Don reports: Saturday started
cold and ended with a quick trip into Kickapoo
Caverns. We started by getting the tractor back to
the pile of dirt by the Knezek’s residence and
picked up the dump truck. Our group headed up to
the old guano-mining shaft of Stuart Bat Cave and
assessed that three truck loads of dirt and several
rolls of plastic landscape mesh were going to be
required to cover the erosion. Mike and Randy
showed up with loads of dirt in the park vehicles
and drove up the hillside on a path the group
cleared with loppers and chainsaws. The group
then proceeded to shovel the dirt over the mesh and
lay rocks to fortify the repaired entrance. After we
completed this, we moved up to Stuart Bat cave

where some of our group had moved on to, and
cleared the sidewalk and cave entrance with lopping shears and handmade brooms. After this our
group split into two groups, one went with Mike
Knezek to repair some old cow pens while the
other group gathered up at the road to Kickapoo
Caverns. We were told to clear tree branches from
the entrance to the park all the way to the cave
parking area. We made short work of making the
tunnel through the cedars much bigger. We finished up and went back at the campgrounds where
a lot of cactus was cleared from around the bird
traps. Fran drove the Bobcat and removed the two
large pile of cactus the group had made.
Having the work completed early, the trip
into Kickapoo Caverns began early. All but three
cavers visited Kickapoo that evening. A few took
photos and most got to visit the wishing well room
in small groups. After caving, most everyone gathered at the bunkhouse to cook dinner. Many folks
stayed up into the late night hours having a good
time as usual.
Sunday morning came with a bite in the air
and with plenty of frozen water bottles. It was reported to be 18 degrees at sunrise. A group of
cavers gathered and headed off for a trip to Stuart
Bat Cave led by Jim Kennedy. Dataloggers needed
to be checked and collected which allowed for
some cavers to enter the cave on a tourist trip.
Other caves packed up and left throughout the
morning.
Although this project weekend was originally planned to be a small trip, it worked out well
to open it up to a larger group and give cavers one
last chance to visit the park and help with the project. All of the preliminary goals of the project
have been accomplished. The new cave needs to be
surveyed, but it will only take a small group to do
the survey. We are waiting on a few maps to be
drafted. Once collected, we will gather the data and
organize it into useable and organized cave files for
each cave, which will finalize the project.
2007 Objectives — We have decided that the project is essentially over. We are completing the
maps and getting ready to write the final report.
Travis and I will likely put together one or more
small trips to clean up various minor objectives.
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3. TSA COLORADO BEND PROJECT — Rafal
Kedzierski
Three projects at Colorado Bend State Park were
run during the current leadership, with trips on the
second weekend of October, November, and December 2006. A total of 31 cavers for October trip,
13 cavers for November trip, and 7 cavers for December trips were present. The total number of
volunteer hours for October trip was 220 hours, for
November trip was 100 hours, and for December
trip was 48 hours. The total number of participants
was 51, for a total of 368 hours. The low participation for December reflects the bad weather and late
planning for that trip.
We have surveyed Hissing Bat Cave,
Scooby Snacks Cave, Spider Snacks Cave, and
done partial surveys of Sick Cat Cave and Heavenly Snacks. The maps for Hissing Bat, Scooby
Snacks, Spider Snacks, and A Mother Pit were
completed. At least 22 features were GPSed or reGPSed. Biological collections occurred in at least
3 different caves were done, with identification
pending.
On the December weekend, the new Caver
Campsite site at CBSP for all volunteers was
erected, and the old campsite cleanup finished.
Problems encountered during the project
are lack of young caver participation, especially
from traditional strongholds like UT and A&M.
The support of the core group of cavers, park staff,
and the facilities has been excellent.
Some members of this project are currently
involved individually in drafting maps (Mark Gee,
Jim Kennedy). The core leadership meets occasionally to discuss what the strategy for the future
trips is. A future meeting to address the numbering
of the karst features and caves is planned. Future
trips are planned for the second weekend of January, February, March, and April of 2007. The plan
is to continue locating, surveying/mapping, and
doing biological collections on all the caves in the
park.

Trip Dates
January 14, 15
February 25 (rainout), 26
April 22
May 27, 28
September 9, 10
October 8
November 12
December 3

# of Participants
5
4
2
6
2
2
2
7

Average participants per trip: 3.75
Total volunteered hours (including report writing
and map making): 276
Average per trip: 34.5
Project Accomplishments:
• 7 new karst features were identified, GPSlocated, and reported. No organized ridgewalking
took place this year.
• 2 new caves were found. Triple Dip Cave was
found by a project participant and Hugo's Cave was
found by a park volunteer.
• 2 cave surveys were completed - Triple Dip Cave
and Hugo’s Cave.
• 1 permanent benchmark was installed at Triple
Dip Cave.
• 4 karst feature evaluations were completed without finding caves.
This year the project was given permission to pursue some digging leads in some of the endangered
species caves. A result of this was a significant
breakthrough in Dancing Rattler Cave into a highly
decorated and apparently extensive section of the
cave. The breakthrough occurred in May. One survey trip has been done into the new section, which
netted 49.4 meters of survey with plenty more passage seen. The total survey done in Dancing Rattler
this year was 76.2 meters. Surveying in Dancing
Rattler will be one focus of future trips.
Other activities:
• Retrieved data loggers from Government Canyon
Bat Cave.
• Worked on 3 sinkhole digs that continue.
• Finished dig in entrance sink of Dancing Rattler
without finding more passage.

4. GOVERNMENT CANYON KARST PROJECT
— Marvin Miller
General Project Statistics — There were 8 scheduled weekend trips, some comprising both days of
the weekend and some only one, for a total of 12
project workdays, of which one was rained out.

Project Problems
• The project hosts, Government Canyon State
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Natural Area and Texas Parks and Wildlife, have
always supported the project in every way possible
and continue to do so.
• The only problem that can be mentioned is the
lack of participation. While this does not detract
from the enjoyment of the experience for those
who do participate, it does limit the accomplishments.

• Conducting collections and observations of invertebrates from 24 caves.
• Conducting detailed searches through about 3958
acres of the Government Canyon property.
• Finding 24 sites with historical material.
• Finding 16 sites with archaeological material,
and assisting with the evaluation, study, and preservation of two sites.
• Finding one site with possible paleontological
material.
• Finding 296 non-cave karst features.
• Evaluating and/or excavating 66 non-cave features without finding caves.
• Digging open 9 new caves.
• Finding 31 open caves.
• Precisely determining the location coordinates of
39 caves and 103 karst and cultural features using
GPS equipment.
• Setting permanent benchmarks at 37 caves
• Completing the survey of 34 caves.
• Producing maps of 14 caves.
• Finding and reporting seven trespassers.
• Assisting with the herpetological study by gathering GPS locations and by reporting sightings.

Project Goals
• As mentioned above, the survey of Dancing Rattler Cave is a high priority. Finishing surveys of the
known caves is the top priority. The lead at the bottom of Lost Pothole must be reassessed for the
value of continuing the dig. A dig lead in Fobia
Cave must be worked on. Some digging is going to
be done in Lithic Ridge Cave in response to some
interesting air currents. Several surface digs need to
be continued. More than half of the property has
never been systematically ridgewalked.
• Maps continue to be worked on sporadically,
however, there has been a several month lull due to
a lack of a graphics program. This is soon to be
fixed and maps will once again be produced - sporadically.

5. HONEY CREEK WATER CAVE — Kurt
Menking
Kurt reports that there was little accomplished at
Honey Creek Cave in 2006. Several survey trips
were aborted due to bad air. However, there were
several successful reconnaissance trips to prepare
for future dive trips to the back sump areas of the
cave. Caver attendance on all Project trips was with
the exception of the TCR weekend. One weekend
only two others attended, and one weekend Kurt
was the only one who attended.
Other issues in 2006 (besides poor volunteer turnout) were the family problems of the property owners. Both of the owners are now in nursing
homes, and both have been in and out of hospitals.
One of their daughters, Joyce, lost her husband this
year from a heart attack. Joyce is doing her best to
raise their 6 year old son, keep up with her job, and
pay for a house and property they just bought in
Harper before the death of her husband. In her
spare time she’s trying to manage the Honey Creek
property.
On the brighter side, this was probably the
most successful volunteer year ever at Honey

Upcoming Trips:
• March 10, 11
• April ?
• May ?
Other Miscellaneous
The following is the running summary of project
accomplishments that is updated for each trip report:
• Cleaning, repairing, and preparing the bunkhouse
for use by all future volunteer projects.
• Assisting with preservation efforts of the Zizelmann House.
• Preserving a cave archaeological site for future
study.
• Collecting data and conducting observations on
the bats from Government Canyon Bat Cave for 12
different months.
• Conducting observations on the bat population of
Lithic Ridge Cave for six different months.
• Assisting bat flight patterns by clearing brush
around Government Canyon Bat Cave entrance.
• Establishing a trail system inside Government
Canyon Bat Cave.
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Creek. Cavers again did much cleanup, including
preparation efforts for the TCR last year. In addition, 35 acres of cedar (Ashe juniper) were cut to
help Joyce with her contract with the USDA. And
cavers performed many other volunteer tasks on
the property. Several long survey trips are planned,
along with the usual recreational trips.

hosted by the Hotel Ancira in the dining room of
the hotel. The group waited to start, anticipating an
appearance by the mayor, but his return from Monterrey was delayed and he wasn’t able to attend the
banquet. The volunteers reconvened on the patio
after the meal, and almost everyone was awarded a
door prize. The door prizes were numerous and
fun.
The next Project weekend is tentatively
scheduled for Labor Day if there is no road construction or other conflict.

6. POWELLS CAVE — Jerry Atkinson
Jerry requests that the project be dropped from the
TSA Projects list. No trips or activities in 2006.
The last group trip was during the 2005 TSA
Spring Convention at Fort McKavett. Jerry is willing to set up another group trip in either the spring
or fall of 2007.

TSA Website – Approximately 2000 hits per
month, mainly in the calendar section. Online forum created and Butch and Pete could use help.

7. BUSTAMANTE — Orion Knox/Rune Burnett
(adapted from the Susan Souby article in The
TEXAS CAVER)
The annual TSA sponsored Bustamante project
took place on President’s Day Weekend, 17–20
February 2006. Project leaders Orion Knox and
Rune Burnett met with the mayor, Jose Baldemar
Gomez Rodriguez (Balde), several months prior to
the project date to discuss the status of development in the cave and its environs and the impact on
the project. In 2002 then-mayor Norma Robles
announced that the Mexican government had appropriated two million dollars for development of
the cave for tourism. Each year concerns over road
construction have made Project coordinators reluctant to schedule the project for concern of having it
halted by construction. This year the mayor assured
Orion and Rune that even if construction on the
road or tunnel had begun, it should not interfere
with the project.
This year’s work included graffiti removal
both outside and inside the cave, brush clearing
along the road up to the cave, improvements to the
trail from the upper parking lot to the cave, new
steps to reach the cave entrance, lighting improvements in the first room, completion of the installation of a wooden bridge in the first room, and installation of additional directional and instructive
signs. Sunday was reserved for wild cave tours and
tours to local attractions and Monday for the mescal factory tour and drive home. 117 volunteers
participated.
A substantial and delicious banquet was

Conservation: Jacqui Bills announced that she is
stepping down from this position and that a few
items had fallen into the crack, due to her second
job. She did report on the broken Sonora Butterfly
incident.
Update: Local authorities have the credit card records and names of people in the group suspected
of causing the damage, but it will take time to issue
subpoenas to individuals, banks, and credit card
companies. The broken part has never been found,
despite an extensive and exhaustive search. Kel
Thomas did write an article for The NSS News. Despite cavers’ concerns, procedures at The Caverns
of Sonora will remain the same and no areas will
be made off limits.
Membership: The TSA is still seeking an official
Membership Chair. Don Arburn was mentioned,
but he neither accepted nor rejected offer. Mention
was made that Grottos need to be more active in
promoting and encouraging TSA and NSS membership.
Publications: TEXAS CAVER report: Mark
thanked Jerry Atkinson for all his help with the TC
and for the effort he has committed to printing the
TSA Activities Newsletter over the years. Jerry is
stepping down from doing the ANL, as the TC is
now being printed on a regular basis and caving
events and other articles can be found in a more
timely fashion at the Calendar on the TSA website
and at other locations.
Mark also reported that the TC is now being
printed regularly each quarter and, after some dis-
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What is CAVE DAY? CAVE DAY is your
opportunity to visit several special Cedar Park, Texas
cave preserves. The area around Cedar Park, Texas
abound with scenic parks, unusual plant and animal
life, and networks of caves and karst. To fully appreciate the world of nature that surrounds us, you simply need to know where to look.
One good source of cave related information
is the Texas Cave Conservancy, a group of cavers
who can not only tell you where to look, but what
you are looking at, as well as the background and history of the natural areas that make Central Texas such
a special place. They will be your host for your
CAVE DAY visit.
The Texas Cave Conservancy will gather in
Kay Redden Park in Westside Preserve for CAVE
DAY where cave related material , displays, and free
refreshments will be available. Cavers will also have
their gear handy and will demonstrate climbing techniques.
You have the have a choice of
two nature preserve tours. Since most of the caves are
the homes to the cave related endangered species, the
Rhadine persephone, these caves will not be entered
on the tours. You may, however, go underground into
one of the non-endangered species caves.
Both tours will start at Kay Redden Park, located at
the intersection of Lakeline Boulevard and Buttercup
Creek Boulevard. In the Whitestone Cave Preserve
and the Cedar Elm Preserve signs will provide information on endangered species, cave life, plants, and
bats that make their home in caves. This is the shorter
of the two tours and features walking trails and easy
access. The tour is approximately six blocks long.
The longer tour will first visit Mushroom
Cave, home of Ricky and Rebecca Rhadine. A short
presentation will be available. From there, the trail
follows Buttercup Creek through the trees along the
Convoluted Mushroom Trail. At Convoluted Canyon
Cave information will be presented on the overall
Buttercup Creek Cave System. Three additional
caves may be seen along the way to the area where
cavers demonstrate rope climbing techniques. Following a stop at the Nelson Ranch Cave information
on the new City of Cedar Park Discovery Well Cave
Preserve will be presented. Two additional caves
may be visited along the way to the Dies Ranch
Treasure Cave.

cussion, that cycle and current format will remain.
Readership has increased from around 150 a year
ago to almost 250, an increase of roughly 50%. Advertising is now available and two companies,
Cavers Connection (a quarter page) and Inner
Mountain Outfitters (a half a page) have committed. Prices are $50 for a whole page, $25 for a half
page, and $15 for a quarter page. Prices deemed
reasonable by all in attendance. Suggestions for
other suitable companies to approach for advertising with the TC were made and Mark will follow
up.
Safety & Techniques: Don Broussard not present.
Old Business:
Land Fund: Jay Jorden not present, but, Joe Ranzau made a motion to transfer monies from the Operating Fund to the Land Acquisition Fund. Motion
made and carried to move $300, after consultation
with TSA Treasure (Michael). Would like to move
more, but must counsel with Michael. Table till
Spring Convention Meeting.
TSA Online Store: Charles Goldsmith originally
volunteered to manage the store, but, had to step
down due to job relocation. New manager needed.
Inventory
Oztotl Stickers: Price estimates are in progress.
Don Arburn volunteered to pay for the first run.
New Business:



Spring Convention Announced. See page 14.
Project leader needed for Amistad National
Recreation Area project. Responsibilities include publicizing trips, organizing tasks, assigning trips and submitting full trip reports to
the TSA Projects Manager (Jim Kennedy), CaveTex and The TEXAS CAVER.
See Linda Palit, if interested.

Westside Preserve
CAVE DAY,
Saturday,
April
1 4 ,
2 0 0 7

Continued on Page 22...
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2007 TSA Spring Convention, April 13-15, Albert, Texas

This is a can'tmiss event!
Mark your calendars for TSA Spring Convention, to be held April 13-15 in Albert, Texas.
You don't have to be a TSA member to attend, although, this would be a great time to join, but you do need to be
ready to have a great time in the Hill Country in the spring.
We'll be camping on the grounds of the historic Williams Creek school (Front Gate: NAD83 30.194325, 98.600149), and talks will be held in the schoolhouse. Salons will have their very own home in the "new" part of
the school. No drives or long hikes, here; you can spend your valuable time visiting other cavers, buying cool
stuff, and listening to interesting people.
Saturday, after checking out the talks and the presentations, you'll be able to avail yourself to an exceptional catered dinner, designed to get you in the mood for an evening of hanging out and participating in the TCMA fundraising auction.
TSA & TCMA will also be holding their meetings, probably Sunday, so you'll be taking care of that, too.
Registration is the same $25.00 as last year, with considerations for families.
Watch the TSA website and the texascavers.com remailer for additional information as details unfold.
For information about the site and the area, try these:
Williams Creek School: http://www.historicschools.org/williamscreek.htm
Albert, Texas: http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/AA/hna16.html
In the area:
LBJ Ranch: http://www.nps.gov/lyjo/
Wildseed Farms: http://www.wildseedfarms.com/welcome/index.html
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8th Annual Bracken Bat Cave Gathering of the Guano, Sunday, February 4th.
Photo above submitted by Ron Miller.

Jack and Jill went up the hill to fetch a pail of guano.
Photo by Ron Miller

“Who

is that masked man (or woman)?!”
Photo by Don Cooper a.k.a. WavyCaver

Burning brush at the Guano Gathering.
Photo by Fran Hutchins

The Guano Gatherers Guild
Photo by Ron Miller
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wondrous and sometimes inspiring. Scientists try to
explain how and why things happen, but to children, it’s just there.
A nine year old writes:“I was four years
when I first saw the butterfly crystal. The butterfly
was like the story about the golden apple in the
world. When my mom took a tour into the cave, I
looked forward to going with her because I knew I
was going to see the Butterfly. But now someone
has broken it. I hope the person responsible feels as
much pain as that person has made me feel.” -Katy
Our prayer is for the person who took the
butterfly wing to send it back. This unique formation developed and grew in total darkness for hundreds of thousands of years. The very first light to
touch it came from the beam of an explorer’s carbide head lamp in late 1955. If you send us the
wing, we can repair it. Quick recovery of this broken fragment is critical. The longer this kind of
crystal is out of its natural environment, the harder
it will be to restore the butterfly, the only known
formation of it’s kind in the world. It will never be
the same. It will now be known as “The Broken
Butterfly”, but if it can be repaired, perhaps in a
hundred thousand more years, the scar of the broken butterfly will be covered over and the Heart of
the Caverns of Sonora will be restored.
All cannot be lost. Someone out there,
please help us. We beg for its return. We just want
the wing of the butterfly, the heart of Caverns of
Sonora returned. A fund for information leading to

Texas Loses a National Natural
Treasure
Submitted by the owners and management at the
Caverns of Sonora
The Caverns of Sonora’s signature butterfly
formation was vandalized and damaged when twothirds of the butterfly’s right wing was broken off
shortly before Thanksgiving.
People are known by their hearts. The Caverns of Sonora is known by “The Butterfly.” It is
the heart of this beautiful cave and someone intentionally broke its right wing and took it with them.
Back in the 1800’s, a small dog stuck its
nose in a 10” hole and the wonders of the cave
were discovered. The private owners have worked
diligently to preserve and protect this cave. Its
monocrystalline formations, normally rare, are effusive and it is impossible for the human brain to
grasp its splendor in just one tour. People of all
ages and from around the world come back time
after time to see the splendors of the Caverns of
Sonora. At almost the end of the tour, there has always been the anticipation of seeing the butterfly,
one of God’s precious gifts to humanity. Indeed,
the butterfly was an iconic American National
Natural Treasure pictured in hundreds of books
around the world.
In a child’s eye, all things in nature are
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the recovery of this broken fragment has been established. Our mailing address is: Caverns of
Sonora, PO Box 1196, Sonora, TX 76950. Information

Clarence Cossey, her brother Kirby and his family,
and a multitude of friends.
She is remembered as a fun-loving, kindhearted person who always had a smile on her face.
Her unique and positive view of the world was infectious. She excluded none from her circle of
friends, and always made others feel worthy.
Marcia suffered from scoliosis until her teen years
when corrective surgery allowed her to walk upright. Soon after her year-long recovery she was
crawling through caves.
Marcia received a BS in Environmental Science from Southwest Texas in San Marcos. While
attending SWTSU, Marcia was an active member
of the Southwest Texas State Grotto (1974 - 1979),
serving as club president in 1976. She completed
many caving expeditions in Texas and Mexico.
During the summers, Marcia worked at McKinney
Falls State Park, Pedernales Falls State Park, and
she conducted bus tours at the LBJ National Historical Park. After college she fulfilled her dream
of becoming a national park ranger. She first lived
in Wisdom, Montana, fighting fires in the Beaverhead Forest, later moving to Victor to work in the
Bitterroot Forest.
Her home in the mountains of Montana was
a refuge for weary cavers, bicyclists and other adventure seekers. She was a true mountain woman,
canning vegetables from her own garden and freezing moose meat to eat in the snowbound winter
months.
As Marcia’s health deteriorated, she was
unable to continue caving, but her love of the natural world never faltered, as evidenced by her collection of rocks, fossils, and Native American artifacts. Marcia would want to be remembered with
mud on her face, dancing in the moonlight.
Those who knew her will keep her memory
alive.

Update: Local authorities have the credit card records and names of people in the group suspected
of causing the damage, but it will take time to issue
subpoenas to individuals, banks, and credit card
companies. The broken part has never been found,
despite an extensive and exhaustive search. Kel
Thomas did write an article for The NSS News. Despite cavers’ concerns, procedures at The Caverns
of Sonora will remain the same and no areas will
be made off limits.

Submitted by: Marla MacDonald
Photo submitted by Gill Ediger.

Marcia Cossey Littlestar
(1956—2007)
Marcia Cossey Littlestar , born May 29,
1956 in Waco, Texas, died peacefully January 24,
2007 in Austin, Texas. She is survived by her 23
year old son, David Littlestar, her parents, Iline and
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SIERRA DE ARTEAGA
Text and photos by Peter Sprouse
Summer in Austin…time to head south where it’s
cooler: the annual EspeleoCoahuila gathering. The
2006 event was in Saltillo, so we wouldn’t be needing jackets like the highland event of the year before, but still it would be a pleasant respite from the
heat. We left town Thursday night, August 17, in
order to get in some caving on Friday before the
event. Our three vehicles met up at our usual latenight camp spot near Casa Blanca, where we
caught a few hours sleep before dawn. The roar of
semi trucks climbing toward the Coahuila state line
roused everyone: Andy Gluesenkamp, Dan Gluesenkamp, David Ochel, Bev Shade, Aimee
Beveridge, Geoff Hoese, Nathan Parker, and me.
Some truck stop huevos and coffee in Ramos
Arizpe put us into gear, albeit slightly off track.
Looking for a back road to Arteaga, we found ourselves in Saltillo, but this turned out well as we
stumbled upon the INEGI office and did a little
map shopping. Soon we were off to the mountains
in Carbonera Canyon and found a parking spot at
the base of the hill below the Grutas de Arteaga.

Aimee takes a GPS reading at Volcan de
Arteaga
I had mapped the Grutas de Arteaga back in 1990,
and remembered a pit along the trail that we had
not explored called el Volcán. This would make a
nice project for the day. Looking up from the valley it appeared that we had maybe 300 meters to
climb, though it turned out to be twice that. The
hike up was quite lovely, along a nice trail through
beautiful flowers and cactus. The view grew more
spectacular as we climbed toward the pine trees.
Soon we came upon the Volcán, just as I remembered it. It was right next to the trail in an area of
bare bedrock. The pit dropped at a steep angle toward the east. There were no natural anchors

Preparing for the hike up the mountain in background
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filled with numerous interesting presentations as
always. There was brief fracas when certain Texas
cavers were reprimanded for drinking beer on government property.

Grutas de Arteaga
Sunday morning some of us opted for another caving trip rather than attend the rescue training session. Driving toward home, we diverted to Ciénega
de Flores to visit El Picorete, perhaps the most
spectacular pit entrance in Nuevo León. We only
had short ropes along so we had to tie two of them
together. A large arroyo enters the pit, and there is
a promising blowing dig lead at one end of the
cave. But this would not be the day to push it, since
the rancher had told us we had to be off the ranch
in two hours since he would be leaving and locking
the gate. In the end only half our group did the
drop, then it was time to head north.

Bev on the second drop, Volcan de Arteaga
nearby, only sotols, but we had anticipated this and
brought the hammer drill. I went in first to rig
while Bev, Aimee, and David followed with the
survey. The pit quickly opened up as I rappelled
the steep ramp, and a few large bats flitted about.
Soon I was on a ledge where the cave continued
down a second drop. I rebelayed to a stal and
dropped into the next room, which turned out to be
the end. The floor was composed of rubble, with a
flowstone bank at the north end. Some interesting
fauna were present, including cave crickets and
ground beetles. Plentiful graffiti on the walls told
us we weren’t the first ones there.
Next we continued up the mountain to the Grutas
de Arteaga, which has a large entrance with many
stals. A beehive on the far wall gave us pause, but
we tiptoed by and into the cave. It slopes down
steeply to a depth of 70 meters. On the way out the
bees gave us chase, but no one got stung. Then we
were off to Saltillo to join up with other EspeleoCoahuila attendees. Saturday’s conference was
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pan, Moody replied: “21.” I still remember the
look on his face as his head snapped up and he suddenly became aware of the vehicle parked at his
location and then became aware of the interior
completely packed with bodies and with various
portions of caver’s anatomies pressing forcefully
against the windows. It was as though 21 bodies
had been placed in a Cuisenart and blended on
“high” for a few moments—the side of a face in
profile with a boot on one side and a butt on the
other, etc. What must he have told the missus
when asked how his day went?
There was still more fun ahead. We crept
across the bridge and into town where we miraculously found a parking spot right in front of the restaurant. This was fortunate because Moody’s ability to steer the vehicle was severely limited and the
passengers were in extreme agony. Along the way,
we presented a curious sight as the Land Cruiser
was riding on the axles with a load of well over
3,000 pounds of cavers in a vehicle with a nominal
load capacity of half a ton. As we parked, the doors
flew open, the hatchback flew up, and cavers commenced getting out. Bystanders were staring as
caver after caver extricated his or her contorted
body from the mass of twisted flesh and our group
slowly reassembled on the sidewalk; forming our
own little crowd. It was much like the circus
clowns that keep getting out of an impossibly small
car long after you feel that it must surely be empty.
People were standing on the sidewalk, staring, digging their friends in the ribs, calling to their amigos
and muttering “¡Mira! ¡No es possíble!”

The Carbide Corner
At this past TCR, Allan Cobb and I requested that our more “senior” cavers consider submitting stories, anecdotes, or various adventures/
misadventures to regale those of us working Registration and also, for possible retelling in other forums.
I’m pleased to announce that the idea has
gone over well and this is the first offering of these
nuggets from the annals of caving in Texas.
Our first submission is from one of the giants in Texas caving, Carl Kunath, and is an excerpt that will appear in the “Amazing Stories”
chapter of 50 Years Of Texas Caving, a 526 page
book that will be go to press this month.
Enjoy!

Stuffing The FJ-40
After caving at Carta Valley, it was common to cleanup at the stock tank near the Triangle
and then go to Acuña, Mexico for a meal, usually
at Ma Crosby’s. To simplify the logistics of crossing the border, paying bridge tolls, and parking, we
would take as few vehicles as possible; comfort not
being much of a factor on the 40-mile trip. On one
occasion in July 1970, we were celebrating the first
anniversary of the founding of CVSUCKS and we
traveled to Del Rio in Barry Beck’s van and Mike
Moody’s Toyota FJ-40. Once at the border, we
decided to get everyone into the FJ-40. Remember
now, an FJ-40 is a very slightly enlarged Jeep—
two bucket seats in front and a cargo space in back
that would accommodate a box about 4 feet on a
side. We accomplished this feat in a fashion much
like the college stunt of stuffing a telephone booth.
Off we went. I happened to be in a position to observe the attendant at the tollbooth when Moody
stopped to pay the toll. These attendants have a job
that would bore a highway department employee
with one of those STOP-GO signs on a stick. He
barely looked up from his Chicas Picante magazine
when Moody stopped at his window. The bridge
toll was calculated as so much for the vehicle and
something additional for each passenger. By now,
this guy could calculate all common toll combinations in milliseconds—both in Dollars and Pesos,
English and Spanish. “How many?” he said in a
voice dripping with boredom. Completely dead-

— C. Edwin Kunath.
I hope you enjoyed the first of, I hope,
many installments of this column and if you’re a
longtime caver of, say, 25 years or more, please
contact me for possible inclusion of your story.
If you know of someone or a story that
MUST be told, please send your story to me at
texascavers@yahoo.com.
A short bio of yourself would also be helpful.
Looking forward to hearing from you!
Editor
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were doing and had no trouble at this vertically oriented camp. It was a fun and memorable international experience for all.
When Jocie and I were registering online
for the 2005 Congress in Greece, we were appalled
at the price of the camps and chose not to register
for any of them.
When we got there, the story was that the
Greek cavers were too busy fighting amongst
themselves to organize the camps as volunteers, so
travel agency professionals were lined up to organize the travel, food, and lodging. This effectively
doubled the cost of the camps which resulted in the
majority not getting even the minimum number of
people signed up, so those camps didn’t happen.
The lesson is that camps must not only sound interesting to foreign cavers but they must be affordable!
When I heard there was to be a Congress in
Kerrville, I asked myself where, halfway close,
were world class caves we could take them to. One
answer is Northeastern Mexico (The Congress staff
is trying to bill this as a North American Congress.
One idea was Gruta Del Palmito at Bustamante and
whatever else we decide to do around there. Another was Sotano De Las Golandrinas and various
other deep pits in the Aquismon area.
The next question was, which one should be
before the congress and which one after.
The Golondrinas trip, being much further
into Mexico, probably longer and involving vertical work, had the potential, if it were pre congress,
to cause people to miss half the congress. Problems like cave accidents, wrecks or vehicle breakdown could take days to resolve, so I decided it
might be better to do Bustamante first and Golondrinas afterward.
Texas Caver, Jerry Fant, and others are well
into the planning of a post congress trip to Golondrinas etc. He expects the lodging to be camping,
in, or in tents around a fieldhouse he is having built
between Aquismon and Golondrinas. I hope to
help with this camp. I don’t know how many pits I
will be going down, but I could be useful guiding
cavers who want an easy day, or non vertical accompaniers, to some of the huge, daylight filled
caves that may not require even a helmet or light.
Aimee Beveridge has said she will help organize a
pre congress trip to Bustamante and whatever else

The 15th International Congress of Speleology
Kerrville, Texas, USA on 19-26 July 2009.
www.ics2009.us
“A Call for Volunteers to Help with Pre and Post
Congress Trips to Mexico” By Pete Strickland
As many of you know, the fifteenth International
Congress of Speleology will be held in Kerrville
Texas in July 2009. These events are held every
four years to maximize the number of people attending a given one. The last one of these in the
USA was in Bowling Green Kentucky, in 1981.
No other country has yet hosted two of these
events. As in 1981, the Kerrville Congress will
combine will combine the NSS Convention with
the international event.
When people come form other countries to
one of these events they are often looking to do
some caving before, and/or after the event. If they
know cavers in the host country they may be able
to line up private trips, but most of the foreign
guests rely on official Pre and Post Congress
camps which they can sign up for when they register online, starting about a year before the event.
They know that the best and most affordable camps
may fill up fast, so many of these cavers will register soon after it opens.
My wife, Jocie, and I helped run a pre Congress camp in Huntsville Alabama in 1981. We
had guests from a variety of countries including a
group from Hungary, but they all knew what they
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we do in the area. I would feel better with more
than two of us on the organizing committee. To
keep costs down I would propose we camp in the
canyon. There may be demand for a more expensive camp staying in a hotel in town. If another
group wanted to organize that one it would be considered a separate camp but we could all go in
Palmito the same day and possibly visit Grutas de
Garcia the next day. Such a trip would be considered a four day camp counting a day down and a
day back. I would consider adding more caves and
days if someone has a suggestion.
Becky Jones has said she would like to head
a trip to Montemayor (near Bustamante) as a post
congress camp. We could have two, post congress
camps, that stick together for Palmito and Garcia.
A shorter one might then return to Texas while
Becky’s went on to more caving at Montemayor.
Back to Golondrinas. There might be a demand for an all hotels trip to do the same stuff
down there. We would need to arrange to be at different pits on different days but we could all go to
Xilitla on the same day and run the hordes through
the sunlight filled Cueva del Salitre and Cueva de
la Selva, and of course see the Bird House (Las Posas).
On the subject of transportation, it is possible to rent 15 passenger vans from certain companies and take them to Mexico. We might get 10
people and gear in one, but there are safety concerns as not every driver is used to such a top
heavy vehicle. The rent on the vans and the collision insurance on such a new expensive vehicle
would not help make the camps affordable. I would
prefer to get volunteers with vehicles with at least 4
seatbelts. These could be sport utilities, minivans,
vans, double cab mini and full sized pickups and
full-sized extended cab pickups. We are looking
for cargo space and at least some clearance on the
Golondrinas and Montemayor Trips.
If a couple came in an SUV with 5 seatbelts
there would be room for 3 guests. If they each
brought something with 5 seat belts there would be
room for 8 guests. We might base driver reimbursement on the cost for gas, Mexico insurance,
and car papers on an average SUV with one staff
member and 4 paying quests. I would like that
Staff member to get the above expenses plus campcooked food and entry fees (Palmito, Garcia, Las

Posas) reimbursed. Someone carrying only 3
guests would get ¾ the amount and 2 guests ½ the
amount. The first person might get essentially a
free trip if they disregard wear and tear on their vehicle and restaurant meals.
All of the official pre and post congress
trips are being coordinated by Peri Franz of California. She would like us to send her descriptions
of camps with photos and estimated costs to be
posted on the congress website as a poll of worldwide cavers of what trips they might be interested
in, by the end of May 2007. That’s coming right
up! We have until early 2008 to get our plans and
prices firm, and get her everything she needs so she
can prepare the website for when registration opens
in May or June 2008. She is going to need a bunch
of time to put it all together, so it wouldn’t hurt to
get her everything by January of next year.
Tell me if you have digital photos (or scans
of slides) of the caves and areas discussed.
There will be trips to Texas caves during
the congress, but for cavers who are too tied up doing sessions, there might be demand for perhaps a
traveling camp, before or after, hitting some of the
best Texas caves.
If you want to help you can Email me at
pstrickland1@austin.rr.com, but I prefer you call
me at (512) 258-8384 as I am the worlds slowest
typist.
TCC Cave Day from page 13, continued
While in the cave be sure to look for the outlaw
Sam Bass’s lost gold. Be sure to wear good boots
or hiking shoes for this one. Over three miles of
hiking trails are currently available in the cave preserves. The Texas Cave Conservancy along with
the City of Cedar Park, Parks & Recreation Department is developing a ten mile long system of trails
w i t h
e d u c a t i o n a l
s i g n s .
Join Cedar Park and the Texas Cave Conservancy
for CAVE DAY, Saturday, April 14, from 10:00
AM to 4:00 PM. for a fun and educational look at
some of the natural areas and caves that are scattered throughout Westside Preserve at Buttercup
Creek. For additional information on this free
event , ch eck o ut t h e T ex as C a ve
Conservancy website at : Texascaves.org
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