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Retired .OHicer Now 
Deals With School Bullies 
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BY IRIS B. HOLTON 
Sentinel City Editor 

One Tampa police offer 
worked with students for 
more than half of his career. 
He dedicated his time and ef­
forts because he wanted to be 
a positive influence in a 
child's life. 

Earlier this year, retired 
Tampa Police Officer 
Lawrence White began a 
new career with the same 
philosophy. However, in this 
role, White can fully focus 
on just one area - - bullying. 

White has become· the 
first Bully Prevention Officer 
in the Hillsborough County 
School District. The new po­
sition allows White, who re­
tired as a School Resource 
Officer, to pick up right back 

�~� where he left off. 
C The goal.of the position is 
fE to combat bullying where it 
c may be most prevalent and 
Z that is in the schools. In Jan­
e( uary, White began spending 
�~� and 8-hour shift at an ele­
�~� mentary school. "My goal is 
�~� to inform students that the 
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LAWRENCE WHITE 

district has a zero tolerance 
policy when _it comes to bul­
lying. 

"My goal is to teach stu­
dents how to recognize bully­
ing, how to respond to it, and 
how to report it," White 
said. 

He stated that he is focus­
ing on elementary schools 
because the younger stu­
dents are easier to reach and 
to reshape their attitudes. 

.Currently, in there are 142 
elementary; 44 middle; 27 
high; and 43 charter schools 
in Hillsborough County 
School District. 

White further stated that 
the program is the brainchild 
of Lewis Brinson, Super-

·intendent of Adminstration 
of the Hillsborough County 
School District. 

During the mornings, pre­
sentations take place. In the 
afternoon, White works 
with students in smaller 
groups. Although White is a 
full time employee who 
began work in January, he 
said there are still some 
schools he hasn't gotten to 
yet. 

White said there is not 
one reason why one student 
bullies another. But, he said 
the school uniforms do help 
when it comes to talking 
about clothes and fashions. 

"I talk to students who are 
challenged with any type of 
inappropriate behavior. I feel 
that my experience as a Re­
source Officer for 14 years 
helps in this position. I also 
feel that my attitude and de­
meanor is a plus. 

"By working with the 
younger kids, as a mentor; I · 
feel I can ·get some things 
done at an early age that this 
won't have to be dealt with 
later," White said. 
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Missing Teenager located 
Last Monday, a 

Tampa mother reported 
her teenage daughter 
missing. The Hillsbor­
ough County Sheriffs 
�O�~�c�e� investigated the 
report and requested 

Police said the 
teenager, identified as 
15-year-old Melexus 
Suegaryia Gra­
ham, has been lo­
cated. She went to her 
grandmother's home 

�h�~�l�p� from the commu- MELEXUS S. 
mty to locate her. GRAHAM 

late on Monday 
evening. 

FMU Board 01 Trustees 
Releases 12th President 

MIAMI GARDENS, FL -
The Florida Memorial Uni­
versity (FMU) Board of 
Trustees announced Thurs­
day the release of Dr. 
Henry Lewis III, the Uni­
versity's 12th president, effec­
tive today. 

Dr. Mary A. O'Banner, 
a senior academic adminis­
trator and chief of staff at 
FMU, will serve as Acting 
President. In this capacity, 
Dr. O'Banner will oversee 
all day-to-day operations of 

DR. HENRY LEWIS, III 

the University's students, 
faculty and administration. 

fllnnuaf 
Beulah Day Celebration 

.,Empowering The Pew For The Work Of Redemption" 

Co-Chairpersons: 
Sister Sandra �D�~�v�i�s�,� Sister Thelma Fields 

Sunday, November 11, 201 2 * 9:45 A.M • 
1006 W. Cypress Street * Tampa, FL 33606 

Church Office: 
(813) 251-3382 

.Pastor: 

Rev. Dr. w: James Favorite, Spea 

Peace and Harmony 1 Symply Redeemed 

Brothers of Harmony 1 Copeland Family Singers 
GC3 God's Chozen) 


