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This article analyses the regional variabilities of insecurity in Nigeria to propose a suitable approach to 
understanding their peculiarities. It argues that the dominant military interventions and one-size-fits-all 
approaches are inappropriate for resolving the country’s myriad security challenges. The Regional 
Security Complex Theory offers a theoretical basis to contextualise the complex security challenge in 
Nigeria. There is a need to unbundle the dynamics for each of the regions. Syntheses from the six 
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the drivers differ. The article recommends that interventions analyse and identify underlying factors for 
each region and adopt a suitable and sustainable approach to resolving the insecurity. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: PERSISTING INSECURITY IN NIGERIA 

Like many post-colonial countries, Nigeria has witnessed increased, evolving and 

recurring conflicts since independence (1960). The series of civil disputes in the 

country include the ‘Biafra War’ - in the late 1960s (Orobator 1983; Diamond 2007; 

Iruonagbo and George 2007; Oparaku et al. 2017), and ‘Maitatsine’ uprising of the 

1970s and 1980s (Hickey 1984; Kastfelt 1989; Adesoji 2011). Conflicts have also 

occurred after Nigeria’s return to democratic rule (post-2000) (Okafor 2011). 

Increasingly, ethnoreligious violence has also been witnessed across many regions. 

The Niger-Delta militancy, North-east Boko Haram insurgency and the farmer-

herder conflicts in the North-central are examples of significant disputes in the 

country in recent times (Akinbi 2015; Nwankwo 2015; Dimelu et al. 2016; Ajodo-

Adebanjoko 2017; Idowu 2017). Moreover, kidnapping and banditry are now 

rampant across the country, especially in the North-western region; while other 

forms of violence and crimes, uncertainty and fear continue unabated.  

Researchers and policy analysts have widely described the security threats in 

Nigeria as ones that concern basic human needs (Katsina 2012; Ahmed 2014). 

However, reactive military interventions have formed the major response to address 

the myriad security challenges (Omoniyi 2021; Dahiru 2021). This approach of 

military interventions to security challenges may have been partly due to the narrow 

viewpoint of security as a physical personal safety concern. Whereas the security 

concept is much more encompassing and includes obvious and subtle grievances 

(e.g. political, ethno-religion, environmental, economic etc.), which are often the 

root of many personal safety concerns and unrests (CHS 2003; HDR 1994; Lawal 

2019; Lawal and Mbiba 2020). Although the militaristic efforts should not be 

ignored, sustainable solutions to these security challenges significantly depend on 

fostering comprehensive sustainable household and community livelihood-related 

strategies (Odo 2012; Salkida 2016; Lawal and Mbiba 2020).  

This sustainable livelihood view has informed a growing recognition of the need 

to diversify the approach to insecurity by complementing military efforts with 

improved socio-economic well-being to address the existing precarious living 

conditions in the country (Ajakor 2019; Dahiru 2021). The perilous livelihoods of 

a large proportion of Nigeria’s population are often tied to the poor and ill-managed 

oil wealth that forms the basis of the country’s economy (Chijioke and Olisah 2023; 

Nweke and Elem 2017). This mono-economic relation to Nigeria’s security 

challenge may have informed the age-long unsustainable consideration that a one-

size-fits-all intervention is sufficient to address insecurity in the country (Achumba 

et al. 2013). While this consideration may be relevant at the macro (national) level, 

or within the oil-rich regions (Lawal and Mbiba 2020); it undermines the critical 

understanding of the (in)security dynamics at the regional/subnational level in areas 

where the local economy may not be directly oil-dependent.   

This review article considers the regional diversity in Nigeria as critical to any 

examination of the security dynamics, vulnerabilities and options for intervention 

to address the challenges. The analysis is particularly relevant in the Nigerian 

context where there is tremendous regional, economic and livelihood diversity and 

disparity (Anyaehie, and Areji, 2015; Onyima, 2016). A good starting point for 

insecurity interventions in a context with sizeable internal diversity and variability 

requires an understanding of the underlying causes and dynamics in the different 

regions (Achumba et al. 2013). Peterside (2014) and Dambazau (2015) argue that 

Nigeria’s insecurity is regionally diverse with different factors which trigger 
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conflicts and general instability. Examining the peculiar conditions that cause 

regional instability is, therefore, pertinent to distinguish those dynamics as a critical 

strategy for unravelling the relevant concept for approaching the challenges. This 

analysis is important, considering that different insecurity drivers may require 

different approaches for sustainable interventions (Achumba et al. 2013; Lawal and 

Mbiba 2020).  

The review of the diversity provides useful insight to help identify germane 

underlying causes of insecurity for each region, thereby informing the appropriate 

conceptual approach to tackling their peculiarities. To do this, it is relevant to 

explore the theoretical basis for approaching regional (in)security. This is 

considered in the next section.  

 

2. REGIONAL SECURITY FRAMEWORK: CONSIDERATION FOR 

REGIONAL SECURITY COMPLEX THEORY 

A regional security framework (RSF) connotes agreed-upon processes, strategies 

and/or collaborative actions by defined entities to address shared security problems. 

Whether this is a conceptualised (Cho 2020) or geographically localised regional 

context, the hierarchy of the spatial extents of the entities may vary considerably - 

e.g., subnational, state, regional and global (Zahid 2022). The RSF aims to promote 

stability and entrench peace in the face of existing or envisaged security challenges 

and conflicts. It provides a policy guide and strategic approach to addressing 

specific threats, such as military, economic, political, diplomatic, or a combination. 

For this article, however, the Nigerian State is the referent context whereas a group 

of states (subnational federating units) form the regions (see Fig. 1).   

 

 

Many security concepts exist (e.g.  Regional Arms Control Agreements, 

Collective security, Comprehensive security) but the Regional Security Complex 

Theory (RSCT) revolutionalised the inspiration for discourse and understanding of 

security dynamics at regional levels (Dennis 2022; Walsh 2020). The RSCT 
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(Buzam and Waever 2003) builds on the notion that projects sovereign units within 

geographic entities (regions) as being threatened by similar and intertwined security 

challenges. This emphasises the roles of the regions in shaping security issues 

within their broader geographic context. It assumes that these threats are more 

effective and related within a proximate spatial extent, therefore, requiring 

collective actions within such entities. The utility of the theory is its 

comprehensiveness and alignment with the Human Security concept.  This is a 

departure from the traditional state-centric approach to security as being construed 

around the socio-economic prism of security threats (Lawal and Mbiba 2020; 

Walsh 2020) to one which embodies both bottom-up and decentralised 

understanding and interventions.  

However, Santini (2017) and Walsh (2020), for instance, underscore the 

analytical limitations of the RSCT to fully account for the ‘complex fluidity’ of the 

African security context. This criticism hinges on the inability of the theory to, 

among other things, accommodate the peculiar leadership influence on regional 

security and how these shape regional security dynamics in Africa. 

Notwithstanding this criticism, at a minimum, some of the key features of the RSCT 

speak to the prevailing security dynamics and failure in the context of Nigeria. Or 

at least, its primary considerations fall within the scope of the argument and analysis 

of this article, hence its relevance anchored on four interrelated components of 

regional security complexes, proximate security concern, regional security 

peculiarities, change and stability.  Each of these is outlined below. 

(a)  Regional Security Complexes imply that proximate spatial entities within a 

larger context share similar security dynamics. These entities are interconnected by 

common challenges and should form the basis for security relationships and 

approaches to addressing the threats (Ali et al. 2023). This consideration fits 

Nigeria's vast and divergent geographic and cultural mix whose regional blocks 

share common and interwoven socio-cultural challenges.   

(b)  Proximate Security Concern suggests that regions within a larger context are 

or should prioritise the security threats within their domains outwardly, rather than 

approaching them from the larger context perspective (Xheladini 2016). This is a 

centrifugal bottom-up approach. Put differently, resolving regional security threats 

is more effective and translatable to the overall security of the larger context if 

addressed starting from within the region. As indicated earlier this regional focus 

sharply contrasts the state-wide approaches to security threats dominant in Nigeria.    

(c)  Regional Security Peculiarities notes that regions should approach their 

security threats with a focus on the regional peculiar dynamics and patterns which 

are often different from one another and the larger contexts. This call forms the crux 

of the debate in this article which argues that the apparent one-size-fits-all approach 

to security in Nigeria could hardly ever provide a sustainable outcome.  

(d)  Change and Stability imply that regional security dynamics are complex and 

dynamic. This means that security challenges evolve resulting in changes that are 

influenced by varied factors including the larger context behaviour, regime change, 

etc. This may explain the persisting nature of insecurity in Nigeria which has tended 

to take a divergent dimension with the change of political administration.    

In essence, the RSCT offers a useful guide for understanding the complex 

security challenge of Nigeria, which, as argued in this paper, can best be addressed 

at the regional level. The theory echoes the need to approach the country's security 

challenges focusing on the regional peculiarities in the face of varying drivers and 

patterns. The next section discusses the regional security complexity of Nigeria, 
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highlighting the best approach to addressing them, regionally.  At least six security 

regions can be identified based on the geopolitical zoning of states in Nigeria 

(Figure 1). Features of each of these regions are outlined below.  

3. RESOURCE CURSE IN NIGERIA: THE NIGER DELTA EXPERIENCE 

The social unrest and violence in the Niger Delta – South-south, region of Nigeria 

can be traced to the pre-colonial and independent periods (Ajodo-Adebanjoko 

2017). Protests, accompanied by violence had been communities’ response against 

economic domination, alienation and oppression (Joab-Peterside 2007). The 

discovery of crude oil and the subsequent attainment of Nigeria's independence in 

1960 soon transformed the protests into the demand for a fair share of the proceeds 

of the region’s resources - mostly oil and gas (Obi 2009).  In recent times, strong 

demand for full control of the resources which form the mainstay of the country’s 

economy and sometimes secessionist agitation dominates the violence and 

insecurity in the region (Joab-Peterside 2007; Obi 2009). The movement and 

campaign against apparent neglect primarily associated with the violence in the 

Delta region have led to further deplorable living conditions of people and 

communities in a region where resources that the country depends on are extracted 

(Nwankwo 2015; Ajodo-Adebanjoko 2017).  

The impoverished communities (oil-producing) are also attributed to 

environmental degradation due to oil exploration and the spillages rendering arable 

lands into wastelands and waters (Asuni 2009). Oil exploration has also adversely 

affected the forest ecosystem in the region as the continued destruction of the rich 

and diverse ecological zones has caused the depletion of the region’s biodiversity 

thereby distorting its ecological balance (Eragha and Irughe 2009). Oil spills 

contaminate water making it unsafe for human consumption and destroying aquatic 

plants and animals. Air pollutants due to gas flaring have been an atmospheric 

contaminant resulting in critical respiratory health challenges in the region (Ajodo-

Adebanjoko 2017).  

Despite all these problems, the level of economic and social support for the 

communities in the area has been widely acknowledged to be significantly 

inadequate to offset the continued damage to the local means of livelihoods of the 

indigenes (Nwankwo 2015). And where efforts are made to enhance the deplorable 

conditions of the people, they hardly reach the poor given the difficulties caused by 

poor governance and high levels of corruption by government officials, local elites 

and the oil companies alike (Ikelegbe 2005).  

The combined effect and activities of genuine agitators for improved living and 

environmental conditions and the criminal gangs, mostly militants and cultists, who 

take advantage of the situation, have perpetuated violence and armed confrontations 

in the South-south (Asuni 2009). Johnson et al. (2010) note that depriving the 

indigenous people of the oil proceeds, competition for scarce resources and political 

exclusion form some of the significant causes of insecurity in the Delta region. The 

effect of these unresolved practices manifests in several communal clashes among 

communities as they struggle for scarce resources (Ikelegbe 2005; Joab-Peterside 

2007). The armed clashes between the government forces and the rebel groups are 

a notable form of violent conflict in the region. The oil companies are not spared in 

the violence where both genuine agitating groups and criminals launch attacks on 

oil installations and pipelines purposely to scuttle oil activities and production and 

perpetuate oil theft (Watts 2007). The kidnapping of oil workers (especially 
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expatriates) and rich people for ransoms makes media headlines regularly (Obi 

2009).  

4. LEGACY OF SECESSIONISM IN THE SOUTH-EAST REGION: BEFORE 

AND AFTER BIAFRA WAR 

The insecurity in the South-eastern region has widely been considered deeply 

rooted in the controversies that preceded the 1914 amalgamation which culminated 

in the creation of the current Nigerian State. As indicated by Ballard (1971) and 

Momah (2013), the then British colonial government merged the Northern (now 

North-west, North-central and North-east) and Southern (currently South-west, 

South-south and South-east) protectorates to form the Nigerian State for efficient 

administration. The Eastern region (present-day South-east) was said to have been 

coerced – against its will, into the union. According to Gould (2011), the rejection 

(by the Eastern region) of the proposed amalgamation was on the grounds of the 

region's consideration (or recognition) of being politically unique and the sharp 

cultural and religious differences that existed between its people and those from 

other areas. The discovery of oil in some parts of the region compounded the current 

unresolved issue leading to competition for the proceeds of the resources within the 

region and beyond. Concerning the Biafra War, for instance, Ken Saro-Wiwa 

contends 

…competition between the three majority groups [Igbo, Hausa and Yoruba] in 

Nigeria brought about civil war (Saro-Wiwa 1989:11).  

These historical legacies subsequently snowballed into the post-independence 

security challenges the country has had to endure.  

Analysts (e.g. Gould 2011; Akresh et al. 2012; Muzan 2014; Heerten 2017) 

of the region’s instability mostly hold that the South-east’s unresolved grievances 

form part of the motivations for the planning and execution of the first military 

(bloody) coup d’état and the subsequent counter-coup and resistance that led to the 

first Nigeria civil war in 1967. This narrative is fuelled by the fact that, at least, the 

exercise was led and implemented mainly by the officers and soldiers of the Eastern 

extract (Oparaku et al. 2017). The Civil War - Biafra War, which lasted about three 

years (1967-70) was partly the result of the Eastern region’s secessionist campaign. 

The campaign was triggered by grievances over the perceived economic and 

political unfairness (among other things) the area was said to have been subjected. 

As noted by James (2011) and Pellissier (2015), the Federal Government’s 

overwhelming military response claimed the lives of no fewer than 2 million people 

and many more displaced. Hence some commentators (e.g. Orobator 1983; 

Diamond 2007; Iruonagbo and George 2007) have characterised it as genocide. The 

resultant destruction of lives, properties and the environment left the region and its 

people in a state of dire humanitarian crisis, disruption and almost total collapse.  

However, the war ended with the re-integration of the region into the Nigerian 

State. The anticipated reconstruction of the livelihoods of the region remained 

largely did not happen. The demands for better living conditions were suppressed 

throughout the long period of military regimes in the country after the civil war 

(Obi-Ani 2009). Furthermore, the return to democratic rule in 1999 resurrected the 

Eastern region’s secessionist spirit whose campaign has remained a significant 

source of insecurity in the area and beyond (Onuoha 2011; Ike 2012; Smith 2014). 

At the moment, the campaign is on the grounds of economic and political 
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marginalisation and exclusion. The evident poverty, coupled with decaying and 

deficient infrastructure and youth unemployment have been widely associated with 

the growing spate of violent conflicts in the region. Violent secessionist strife, 

communal clashes, ritual killings and cultism, armed robbery, human trafficking 

and kidnapping are some of the manifestations of insecurity in the South-east region 

(Peterside 2014; Dambazau 2015). 

 

5. URBANIZATION-INDUCED INSECURITY: THE SOUTH-WEST 

UNSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT    

The South-west region provides a relatively contrasting scenario of insecurity in 

Nigeria. Unlike the other southern parts, the security vulnerability in the region 

primarily emanates from decades of unguided and unsustainable urban 

development (physical and social) and the resultant challenges of urbanisation 

(Okwuashi et al. 2011). This region is among those that had the earliest contact with 

other parts of the world (including Europe) for commercial activities. Lagos, a city 

from the South-west was a colony of the British Government (Moore 1984; Adama 

2007). This status was retained – as capital, following the amalgamation of the 

North and South, until 1991 (Adama 2007). This advantage is apparent in the 

region's prosperity and its unique role as the dominant economic and commercial 

centre of Nigeria (Campbell 2011). More than two-thirds of the country’s 

commercial and industrial activities are located in this region according to Oyesola 

(2012). The consequent concentration of administrative, commercial and industrial 

activities in the area created the agglomeration of people and businesses and further 

rapid population growth due to migrations and natural births.   

Okwuashi et al. (2011) and Oyesola (2012) observe that sudden population 

growth in the cities of the South-west exerted unprecedented pressure on all facets 

of the rural-urban interface. This pressure creates significant social, economic, 

environmental and political challenges exposing the region to threats and 

insecurity. Population increase caused urban sprawl where economic and social 

amenities are insufficient to cater for the needs of the inhabitants. Consequently, 

this challenge creates substantial urban poor, who live in the ever-expanding slums 

and poverty-stricken areas at the periphery of core areas of many cities in the region. 

This unhealthy and unsustainable growth manifests in the attendant increase in 

violent crimes including rampant armed robbery, cult activities and ritual killings, 

political assassinations, gangsterism, kidnappings, land grabbing, rapes and other 

forms of social insecurity (Peterside 2014; Dambazau 2015). 

6. A COMPLEX SCENARIO: BEYOND LIVELIHOODS IN NORTHERN 

NIGERIA 

In contrast, the northern half of Nigeria is entrapped in perpetual insecurity which 

results from a complex mixture of underdevelopment, and unresolved economic, 

political and ethnoreligious challenges. At independence and beyond, the region 

was the most underdeveloped (human, socio-economic and physical) area relative 

to the more prosperous South (Campbell 2011). As stated by Campbell (2011) and 

Eze et al. (2014), the North is more impoverished and usually ranks lowest in most 

of the country’s human development indicators such as income, education and 

literacy, mortality, healthcare, infrastructure and so forth. The poverty rates for 

North-central, North-east and North-west in 2013, for instance, were 39%, 47.6% 

and 59% whereas those of South-west, South-south and South-east were 15%, 25% 
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and 30% respectively (UNDP-NHDR 2018: p20). Similarly, UNDP-NHDR (2015: 

p6) for Nigeria, shows that education indices for North-east states are between 0.37 

– 0.76, compared with the 0.85 – 0.98 points for the South-west. The low-level 

western education in the region is attributable partly to the negative perceptions 

about education held in the region for generations as being evil (Salihu 2012; UNDP 

2018). The consequence is the high level of unemployable youths, given that the 

official measure of employability in Nigeria is western education. This condition 

explains the region’s high rate of poverty and precarious livelihoods (Adekola et al. 

2016; World Bank 2016). 

Geographically, the Northern region of Nigeria has by far the largest land area, 

approximately 78% (Dear and Foot 1995; Dudley 1968; Sahara 2020), a great deal 

of which is arable. The development of agriculture and agro-related economy – the 

region’s mainstay, has mainly remained underdeveloped due to the continued 

deindustrialisation and inadequate infrastructure (Campbell 2011; Sahara 2020). 

Consequently, agricultural activities have remained traditional subsistence farming 

and centuries-old nomadic animal herding practices. According to Tayo and 

Nasrullah (2016), these farming practices have fuelled considerable clashes 

between farmers and herders. Increased competition for cropland and grazing area 

worsened the occurrence and devastation of the conflicts in recent times. 

Traditionally, the pastoral animal herders practice seasonal migration in search of 

pasture to graze animals within the government-designated grazing areas in the 

Northern region. However, the combined effect of increased demand for spaces for 

physical development, crop production, corrupt land acquisition and climate change 

have reduced the areas reserved for grazing. A First-class Traditional ruler narrates 

this scenario about the North: 

[The] Grazing routes have been taken away by politicians. We have demographic 

implosion in the North, desertification, reduction in water reserves and competition 

for resources among various aspects of agriculture – crop production, animal 

husbandry and fishing - Mohammad Sanusi II.                                         

(Akinkuotu and Tyopuusu 2018: Sahara Reporters 14/01/2020).  

These conditions force animal herders to seek pasture and water for their 

animals outside the designated grazing area and have resulted in many cases of 

violent clashes between farmers and herders in the North and beyond (Abbas 2012).  

Moreover, the Northern region is more populated (54% of the 2016 projected 

population of 193,392,517 persons) and ethnically and culturally more diverse than 

the South (National Bureau of Statistics 2016). This condition, together with other 

socio-political factors – e.g. poor education, poverty, religious misapplication, and 

political exclusion, have played a significant role in fostering many conflicts in the 

region. The cultural diversity coupled with religious bigotry has been exploited to 

fuel many internal struggles for political power, economic domination, territories, 

economic opportunism and insurgency (Meagher 2013). This sophisticated and 

interwoven peculiarity of the North explains the long history of ethnoreligious 

tensions and conflicts in the region. It is more often than not related to the firmly 

held grievances, and perceptions – by minority tribes, of political and economic 

domination by the majority tribes or high social class (Hoffman 2017). The results 

create security vulnerabilities which escalate into violent conflicts on many 

occasions. Furthermore, the conditions provide fertile ground for exploitation and 

criminality. Influential personalities and politicians, criminal gangs and religious 
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extremists lure vulnerable youths into crimes including political thuggery, cattle 

rustling, farmer/herders clashes, drug abuse, kidnapping, and terrorism. 

7. WAY FORWARD: APPROACHING SECURITY CHALLENGES BASED 

ON REGIONAL PECULIARITIES 

A careful synthesis of the previous sections provides a useful insight into Nigeria-

wide regional security variations. The analysis of the regional variabilities helps 

contextualise the regions’ security challenges. It determines the specific approach 

that is suitable for providing sustainable solutions. This section summarises the 

concepts that should inform praxis interventions in each region (Table 1). It is 

discernible that the susceptibility to conflict and general insecurity in the various 

areas is primarily livelihood-related, fostering grievances and challenges associated 

at least with a lack of access or inequitable and unsustainable distribution of 

resources. Nonetheless, the underlying regional insecurity factors and their 

contextual interplay differ across the country. These variations support the assertion 

that insecurity in Nigeria requires a contextually different approach for analysing 

different regional instability as Achumba et al. (2013) advocate.  

Unlike the relatively prosperous South, insecurity in Northern Nigeria relates 

more to the complex interplay of poverty-driven issues that have led to precarious 

living conditions. The delicate interaction of the ensuing low-level human capital, 

physical development and poor governance make the region susceptible to 

perpetual unrest (Collier and Sambanis 2002; Collier et al. 2004; Walter 2004). 

Vulnerability to conflicts and criminalities is particularly apparent in the North-east 

and the North-west; given how the populations are easily exploited for criminality 

and unrest (Otu 2014; Tella 2015; Ugwu; 2015; Bamidele 2016). Careful analysis 

of the Northern security dynamic suggests the relevance of approaching the 

region’s challenges through the livelihoods lens as shown in Table 1. The analysis 

must focus on understanding the challenges at the micro level - individuals and 

communities, from these regions to achieve sustainable outcomes.  
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Table 1: Proposed Regional Security Approach in Nigeria 

Regional Security Dynamics in Nigeria 

Security concept Regional insecurity 

dynamic 
Conceptual explanation 

Livelihoods – 

precarious living 

conditions and 

governance failure 

North-east – Insurgency, 

banditry, poor education, 

high rate of unemployment 

and poverty.  

Collier and Sambanis (2002); 

Collier et al. (2004); Walter 

(2004); Eze et al. (2014); Tayo 

and Nasrullah (2016); Abbas 

(2012); Hoffman (2017); Otu 

(2014); Tella (2015); Ugwu 

(2015); Bamidele (2016) 

Livelihoods – 

precarious living 

conditions and 

governance failure 

North-west – Ethno-

religious conflict, Cattle 

rustling, banditry, poor 

education, kidnapping, 

high rate of unemployment 

and poverty. 

Collier and Sambanis (2002); 

Collier et al. (2004); Walter 

(2004); Eze et al. (2014); Tayo 

and Nasrullah (2016); Abbas 

(2012); Hoffman 2017); Otu 

(2014); Tella (2015); Ugwu 

(2015); Bamidele (2016) 

Livelihoods – 

precarious living 

conditions and 

governance failure 

North-central – Ethno-

religious violence, farmer-

herder disputes, banditry, 

kidnapping, high rate of 

unemployment and 

poverty.  

Collier and Sambanis (2002); 

Collier et al. (2004); Walter 

(2004); Eze et al. (2014); Tayo 

and Nasrullah (2016); Abbas 

(2012); Hoffman 2017); Otu 

(2014); Tella (2015); Ugwu 

(2015); Bamidele (2016)  

Unsustainable 

Urbanisation 
South-west – Thuggery, 

robbery, cultism, 

kidnapping, high rate of 

youth unemployment. 

Okwuashi et al. (2011); 

Oyesola (2012) 

Resource Curse South-south – Militancy, 

cultism, kidnapping, poor 

education, youths’ 

unemployment and 

poverty. 

Collier et al. (2004); Ross 

(2006); Joab-Peterside (2007); 

Obi (2009) Ajodo-Adebanjoko 

(2017); Nwankwo (2015); 

Ikelegbe (2005) 
Political 

marginalisation and 

exclusion and 

Resource Curse 

South-east – Secessionist 

agitation, kidnapping, 

human trafficking, youths’ 

unemployment and 

poverty.    

Collier et al. (2004); Oparaku 

et al. (2017); Obi-Ani (2009); 

Onuoha (2011); Ike (2012); 

Smith (2014) 

Source: Adapted based on Peterside (2014) and Dambazau (2015) 

It is vital to have a holistic re-examination of the security challenges to achieve 

human capital development. There must be deliberate policies and efforts toward 

improving education, employment, healthcare, fairer political and economic 

opportunities, religious tolerance and equitable access to natural resources - 

especially for farmers and herders (Bamidele 2016; UNHCR 2016). Investment 

must also be prioritised for the provision of critical development infrastructure e.g. 

roads, power, farming tools and implements, schools, etc. to support livelihoods in 

the region.   

Although the Southern half of Nigeria has relatively better human development 

indicators, insecurity still abounds. The challenges emanate largely from the age-

long and systemic problem of unsustainable resources and non-resource 

development. In the Niger Delta, for instance, deliberate effort must be targeted at 
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developing actionable policies for a fairer distribution of and access to local 

resources. This region’s (South-south) challenges may best be resolved through 

resource-related policies and an approach whose benefits can be felt at individual 

and community levels. This viewpoint is consistent with Mehlum et al. (2006), 

Brunnschweiler and Bulte (2008) and Lawal (2019) that the provisions of a 

country’s constitution and institutional quality for the management of its resources 

determine whether or not it would be resource-cursed. Resource dependence causes 

income and growth decline only when the policies and institutional framework for 

their management favour a few highly placed individuals who grab rent at the 

expense of the majority of the citizens. In other words, resources may be a curse 

when policies that guide the accruing benefits allow resource-related criminal 

activities to thrive (Mehlum et al. 2006; Lawal 2019). 

The South-west is relatively advanced in many respects. The region owes this to 

the historical and geographic advantages it enjoys. However, this advancement may 

be sustainable only if the growth and development support the living standard of at 

least the people in the region. In other words, a sustainable approach to 

understanding the livelihoods vulnerabilities and resilience at the micro level must 

be prioritised. A careful policy for sustainable urban and rural development would 

not only help to slow rural-urban migration but also identify areas for appropriate 

investment for sustainable urban development. With regards to the South-east 

region, a political solution for fairer political representation would go a long way 

in encouraging stability. A good starting point may be a sincere regional and 

national reconciliation and peacebuilding process to correct the wrongs of the past 

and forge a better and inclusive. While this is being pursued, policies which aim to 

improve livelihoods and infrastructure must be prioritised. Although historical 

grievances are a factor, improved governance and the well-being of the majority 

remain critical as in the rest of the country.    

8. CONCLUSION  

This article argues for the need to unbundle the approach to security challenges in 

Nigeria based on the diverse regional contexts. It has identified and demonstrated 

the (in)security peculiarities for six geopolitical zones where the dynamics are 

examined as a basis for framing appropriate approaches to resolving insecurities.  

While the North’s insecurity is underlaid by high levels of poverty and poor 

livelihoods, the relatively prosperous South is grappling with resource-related 

crises, unsustainable urbanisation and political marginalisation. This article 

advocates a holistic re-examination of Nigeria’s security challenges based on the 

individual regions and proposes approaches which integrate a bottom-up dimension 

into the prevailing top-down dimension. Implementation would proceed based on 

further and more detailed empirical studies for the respective regions.
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