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Emanuel M. W.
Stewart
Officer, Gentleman, Scholar, Educator,
Administrator, Husband, Father,
Grandfather, Friend, Role Model

Bill Blackshear: One Of
The Cornerstones Of
The Weekly Challenger

“What The Weekly Challenger does is not ordinary but extraordinary. We are presenting the
printed word to an extraordinary audience that we should not take lightly.”

Emanuel Steward

ST. PETERSBURG - A
brilliant, dignified man has left
us, but the model for success
which he taught us as he lived
and worked among us is not one
to be forgotten anytime soon.
Indeed, when we look at his
humble beginnings, review his
steps to success, study his philosophy for living, we will
realize our good fortune in ever
having known him, and we will
cherish the memories of any
time we were able to spend with
him. Emanuel Max Wellington
Stewart wore many hats in his
lifetime. The remarkable thing
about these hats, or the positions
they represent is the fact that
they all fit, all of the time. Not
one person this writer encountered could speak a negative
word about him as they related
how he had somehow touched

their lives over the years.
Stewart was truly a remarkable
man, and he leaves the kind of
memories that deserve to be
written about and posted in a
library or displayed in a
museum, or both. “He can be
summed up as an all around,
straight-shooting fellow who
brought honor to everything he
was associated with,” said
C larence Giv en s , o n e o f
Stewart’s classmates at Florida
A & M University.
Stewart’s life began in
Marion County, FL where he
was born. His 93 years of living
took him far from Ocala, FL,
many times, but he never lost
sight of who he was or from
whence he had come. He and his
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S T. P E T E R S B U R G William “Bill” Blackshear, was
one of the cornerstones upon
which The Weekly Challenger
was built. Blackshear retired on
J an u ary 3 1 , 2 0 0 2 an d h i s
departure represented the end of
an era. From Army veteran to
GE Plant Weapons specialist,
from history-making public
official to ground-breaking
trailblazer and salesperson
“extraordinaire” of Pinellas
County’s Oldest and Largest
African-American newspaper,
Mr. Blackshear filled a tremendous void while living a public
life to its fullest.
Blackshear worked for
General Electric’s Pinellas
Peninsula Plant, in advanced
pro d u ct i o n o n t h e At o m i c
Energy Commission contract.
He then lent his talents and
commitment to public service,
first serving as President of the
Lincoln Nursery Association,
then President of the Lincoln
School PTA, and Chairman of
the Lincoln Highland Home
Improvement Committee. In
1964, then 29-year-old
Blackshear achieved a stunning
political victory for that period
of Segregation: He defeated
three white candidates for a
Safety Harbor city commission
seat. The day after the election,
a St. Petersburg Times article

State & National .............9
Church Directory....10, 11
Church News ................11

William “Bill” Blackshear

Community Service
Foundation, the organization
that financed the newspaper,
ended its association with The
Weekly Challenge (as it was
then called) when M.C.
Fountain died. Bill and Cleve

had to fend for themselves. It
was make or break time, and as
history would attest, the
dynamic duo not only made it,

BLACKSHEAR
continued on pg. 9

Black Community At Reagan-Era Jobless
Rate, White Jobless Rate Goes Down
What Will the President Say in His Speech Thursday Night?
BY HAZEL
TRICE
EDNEY

Entertainment .................7
Sports ..............................8

headline read, “Negro Wins
City Election.” Blackshear was
the first African-American to
run for office in Safety Harbor,
and in Pinellas County.
He also was the first Black
person elected to public office
in Florida since the end of
Reconstruction in 1877,
according to research by Gloria
Gilghrest for the Pinellas
County African History
Museum. In typical Blackshear
style, he was quoted at the time
as saying about his victory, “I
don’t feel I have won a victory
over anyone. I have been placed
in a position of dignity and
respect by the citizens and I will
try faithfully to measure up to
the dignity and trust of this
position.”
In 1967, Blackshear teamed
up with Cleveland Johnson Jr.,
Publisher of at The Weekly
Challenger. It was the beginning
of a partnership that would last
34 years. In its heyday during
the mid 80s, The Challenger
would run 32 pages, with eight
pages of color, according to
Blackshear. He and Johnson
fully accomplished what M.C.
Fountain started a few years
earlier, creating an advertisingsupported news vehicle for the
African-American communities
of Tampa Bay.
In early 1968, the

TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM –
It’s a pivotal moment for the Obama
White House. The black unemployment rate is now at its highest in
almost 30 years. All eyes are on the
President as he gives what some
view as the most important
economic speech of his nearly
three-year tenure this week.
“The Republican field is still
extremely weak. And the
Republicans are not offering
anything as an alternative,” says

David Bositis, spokesman for the
Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies.
Bositis, considered a foremost
expert on black politics, indicated
that Obama’s re-election is at stake.
“It depends on whether the jobless
numbers get better or get worse.
Even if they get worse, the
Republicans are still not offering
anything as an alternative,” he said.
Just before the official start of
the election season on Labor Day
came revelations of the worst black
unemployment numbers since the
Reagan Administration in July
1984.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics
reports the black jobless rate for
August at 16.7 percent, a number

dating back to 1984. The rate leaped
an entire percentage point, from
15.9 percent in July. Ironically, the
white unemployment rate dropped
slightly, from 8.1 percent to 8.0
percent. The average rate remained
steady at 9.1 percent.
This week, President Obama is
slated to unveil a plan to create jobs.
His prime time speech Thursday
night is viewed as a key to his reelection bid as his primary voting
base – African-Americans – have
become frustrated with their
economic plight.
Members of the Congressional
Black Caucus have been among
those expressing their frustration.
They became increasingly
outspoken on the issue after holding

job fairs in major cities this summer
and seeing thousands of AfricanAmericans line up.
“August’s unemployment
numbers show that there is a significant hemorrhage in the AfricanAmerican community that is not
being addressed, which has resulted
in extremely high jobs loss,” CBC
Chairman Emanuel Cleaver (DMo.) said in a statement responding
to the new unemployment rates.
“We stand at a critical point in our
nation’s history. The time for bold
action on jobs is now to provide
hard working Americans with real
economic opportunities. Members

JOBLESS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
Community Spotlight
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• Aknowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
They Hate Government Until They Need It
BY REV. JESSE JACKSON
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - Irene has
hit, leaving destruction in its wake. We
could track Irene and prepare for it; we
could not stop it. And now, states and
localities, despite the secessionist mumblings of Texas
Gov. Rick Perry, cannot pay to repair the damage.
Representatives from North Carolina to Virginia to New
Jersey, even those most vocal about slashing government
spending, now call on Washington for help.
Conservatives scorn government until they need it.
The economic disaster is a manmade, not a natural,
disaster. Some economists, mostly ignored, warned
about it, but could not stop it. And now, it will take federal
action to repair the damage.
Some 25 million Americans are in need of full-time
work. Poverty is spreading, particularly among children.
The hardest hit include what was an emerging middle
class of African-Americans, Latinos and other minorities. Men and women who worked hard, got an
education, found a good job, bought a house or a condominium, and were capturing a piece of the American
Dream.
Then came the housing bust, and what Paul
Krugman now calls the Lesser Depression. Suddenly
and shockingly, teachers, accountants, store managers,
construction workers, nurses, state and local employees
find themselves losing almost everything.
The Obama administration stanched the free fall of
the economy. But even as the weather experts overestimated Irene’s destructiveness, the economic experts, as
Fed Chair Ben Bernanke just admitted, underestimated
the scope of the economic damage.
Now the economy is stalled. President Barack
Obama has announced that he will release a jobs agenda
in September, a range of ideas that will include extending
the payroll tax cut, extending unemployment insurance
and investing in infrastructure. Republicans have already
called those ideas dead on arrival. Conservatives
embrace federal help after natural disasters, but scorn it in
the wake of the manmade economic calamity.
Little is likely to happen — unless people get in
motion. Those at the top need to hear from those
suffering at the bottom. The unemployed need to march
on Washington to demand work. People of faith need to
protest against children without adequate food or shelter.
Some are conflicted. They fear that protest conflicts

with politics. That protesting the lack of action will help
elect Republicans who seem to be competing in a race to
the bottom.
But that is not our history. In 1960, Martin Luther
King supported Kennedy instead of Nixon to prevent
America from going backward. Then he marched in the
streets of Birmingham to pass the Civil Rights Act to
move the nation ahead.
In 1964, Martin Luther King supported Johnson
instead of Goldwater to prevent America from going
backward. Then he marched in Selma to pass the Voting
Rights Act to move the nation ahead.
For Dr. King, there was no conflict between voting
strategically to prevent the triumph of reaction and
leading a nonviolent mass movement to pressure a
president to achieve profound social change.
When we in the movement struggled for social
justice, we helped weak presidents become stronger.
When we in the movement struggled for social justice,
we helped good presidents become great.
Americans are sensibly dismayed at Washington’s
corruption. The banks get bailed out, while homeowners
go under. The entrenched interests like Big Oil keep their
subsidies; the unemployed go without work.
Dr. King understood how formidable entrenched
power is, but he also understood the power of democracy.
Only the people can break the logjam of powerful
interests. Change comes not from the bottom up.
The pundits and the politicians are waiting for
Obama. They will then report on the Republican
reaction. The lobbyists will weigh in. Obstruction is the
likely outcome.
This will change only when people are, in the words
of Fannie Lou Hamer, “sick and tired of being sick and
tired.” The Lesser Depression will not be solved from
above. It will be solved when we overcome the depression of our spirit with the assertion of our humanity.
As we honor the life and legacy of Dr. King and
enshrine his likeness on the Mall, let us dream again,
hope again, march again. The 1963 jobs and justice
coalition, labor, civil rights activists, the religious — as
well as youths — must reconvene for a summit and then
nonviolently and massively take thousands of resumes to
Washington. Put a real face on real needs. We can change
the course to inclusion again. As Dr. King would often
say, what makes America great is that although America
is not always right, we have the right to fight for the right.
That is a special genius of our free and open democracy.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Herbert Bates
Mechanic,Business Man,Grandfather
“I am just a farm boy. I left home at 17
and I have been in St. Petersburg since
1956,” said Herbert Bates. He came here just
after Thanksgiving that year to visit relatives
and to see if he could find a job. He was just
out of high school, curious, and hoping to
find a special niche in a totally different
place from the farm and woodlands of his
native Sylvania, GA. The fifth child in a
family of six, Bates found his niche. The
special job he was looking forward to finally
came through, but not the way he was
expecting it. Anumber of jobs were available
at first, but they all left him unsatisfied.
“My parents taught me that if I wanted to eat,
then I needed to work. And, since I liked to
eat, I was willing to work, wherever a job
was open to me,” he continued.
“Before I knew what had happened, I
had met a special young lady and was
looking forward to getting married. I knew
that I needed to be doing something more
substantial if I was going to provide for a
wife, so I started working at the bakery.
Then, one of my friends and I decided to
open a business We worked at night at our
other jobs while we ran our store during the
day. That worked out for seven years.
Meanwhile, I had decided to learn more
about repairing cars. I took some classes to
get certified so that I could get my mechanics
license. After I got my license, I worked in
shops around the city. Gradually, people
began bringing more and more cars to fix,
and before I even had the chance to plan it, I

was in business for myself. That’s when
Bates Auto Service began. I enjoyed owning
my business.”
Bates spends a lot of time with cars and
with his grandsons. He has three grandsons,
and he proudly talks about them and the
things they do together. “My oldest grandson
wants to be a mechanic like me,” noted
Bates. “The middle grandson wants to be a
mortician, and the youngest grandson wants
to be a golfer. We spend time watching
cartoons or westerns together when I can get
them all together at the same time. They are
very involved in after school things.”
Bates is married to Viola Bates and they
have one daughter, the mother of his beloved
grandsons.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
HELLO
Job And Career Fair
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Looking for a new job? How
about a new career? Monday,
Sept. 19 is a great day to find a
new job. Come to the employment event of the season, the
Tampa Bay Job & Career Fair,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Coliseum in downtown St.
Petersburg. Admission is free.
Meet 30-40 local companies
who have immediate employment needs, from entry level
positions to skilled trade, health
care jobs and even top managerial positions. The Tampa Bay
Job & Career Fair covers all
areas of business and is open to

everyone. This is a special event
designed to help put you face to
face with companies that have
open positions which they are
looking to fill immediately.
This fall’s event will also
include a Career Fair. Several
of the area’s top schools, universities and vocational/technical
institutes will be on hand. You
will be able to meet with various
representatives of these local
institutions and hear about their
courses and programs. It is a
great opportunity to examine
ways to further develop your
skills for the jobs of today and
prepare for the bright career

prospects of tomorrow. Expand
your skill set or even learn a
whole new career.
Make plans to attend the
Tampa Bay Job & Career Fair.
Dress for success and come
prepared with a stack of
resumes. You’ll find on-site
h i ri n g , t es t i n g , s creen i n g ,
helpful tips and advice, and
great job opportunities. You
could be at work or on your way
to a whole new career by the
end of the day.
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
contact Dave LaBell at 727893-8523 or visit www.tampabayjobfair.com.

Local Church Partners With
SPHA To ‘Paint The Saint’
ST. PETERSBURG – On
Saturday, Sept. 17, community
volunteers will be repainting
the exteriors of three single
family homes in St. Petersburg,
at no cost to the homeowners,
as part of the “2011 Paint the
Saint” service project. The
Northwest Church of Christ
(NWCOC) is organizing this
painting effort, with assistance
from the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority (SPHA).
Event
Organizer Tom
Burket from NWCOC said,
“The ‘Paint the Saint’ service
project is an opportunity for
people to come together as
neighbors to show their
community spirit and to help a
few families in need.” The
homes selected for repainting
were part of SPHA’s HOPE VI

program, which assisted 115
income-eligible families in St.
Petersburg with the purchase of
single family homes at affordable prices. The program was a
cooperative effort between
SPHA, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development, the city of St.
Petersburg, and Neighborhood
Home Solutions (then known
as St. Petersburg
Neighborhood Housing
Services).
SPHA Chief of Programs
Melinda Perry said, “We were
very pleased when the
NWCOC approached us with
this idea. In a tough economy,
homeowners often don’t have
the extra money for home
improvements, and the housing
authority is facing cuts to

federal funding. The ‘Paint the
Saint’ project is a wonderful
way to keep the former HOPE
IV homes looking beautiful,
while fostering community
involvement and neighborhood
pride.” The owners of the
selected homes have worked
with project organizers
t h ro u g h o u t t h e p l an n i n g
process, even picking out their
new paint colors. All of the
painting materials and labor are
being provided by local businesses, church volunteers,
SPHA staff volunteers, and
other community members.
Also, volunteers will pressure
wash and prepare the houses
for painting during the prior
week, so that exterior paint can
be applied on the day of the
event.

“Eckerd College
Commemoration:
(Re)Membering 9/11
ST. PETERSBURG – In
commemoration of the events of
September 11, 2001, the
community is invited to attend
“ ( R e ) M e m b e r i n g 9 / 11 :
Violence, Memory and a New
World Order,” an interfaith
worship service, Sunday, Sept.
11 at 7 p.m. in Wireman Chapel
at Eckerd College. Michael
Jerryson, Assistant Professor of
Religious Studies at Eckerd

College, will offer an academic
reflection as part of the service.
Light refreshments will follow.
This program is free and open to
the public.
Eckerd is located at 4200
5 4 t h Av e n u e S o u t h i n S t .
Petersburg. This interfaith
worship service with academic
reflection is presented by the
Center for Spiritual Life at
Eckerd College. As a global

event, September 11, 2001
became a collective memory
that effected transformations
in g o v e r n m e n t , s o c i e t y
a n d warfare around the
globe. Religious Studies
professor Michael Jerryson
will address the ways in which
our memories of 9/11 over the
last ten years have shaped the
world and, more importantly,
shaped us.

SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

14th Annual Buffalo Soldiers
Cavalry Charge For Children
TA M PA - S a t u r d a y ’s
picnic of fun and games
brought laughter to participants and attendees as they
raised funds for a number of
Tampa Bay organizations that
benefit children. All children’s
Hospital in St. Petersburg, the
Children’s Home of Tampa,
The Tampa Bay Academy of
Hope, and Lassie C. Shaw
Elementary in north Tampa
were the four nonprofit organizations identified by the
L-R, Roy Nixon, Janet “Lady Jay” Hayes, Allen Smith.
Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle
Oldest female rider winner was Janet “Lady Jay” Hayes
Club of Florida, Inc. as the
from the Orlando chapter, at 58 years old.
recipients of their charitable
donations. Both male and
female riders participated in
the fun-filled games and competitions.
The oldest female rider
was Janet “Lady Jay” Hayes
from the Orlando chapter, at
58 years old. The oldest male
rider was John Charles from
Trinidad, at 72-years-old. The
youngest female rider was
Yanira Reyes from the
Orlando chapter, at 38-yearsold, and the youngest male
rider was Jim Levy from
Roy Nixon, Yanira "Butterfly" Reyes, Allen Smith.
Chicago, at 27-years-old.
The youngest female rider winner was Yanira Reyes
Riders won awards for their
from Orlando chapter.
competitions and overall
display of showmanship as they charged forth on Congress, legislation was adopted to create six
all African-American Army units. The units were
their “mechanical horses.”
Per Vice President Allen Smith, “Even the 9th and 10th Calvary and the 38th, 39th, 40th
though a large contingent of the membership has and 41st infantry regiments. The four infantry
a military or law enforcement background, it’s regiments were later reorganized to form the
not required. Membership is also open to non- 24th and 25th infantry regiments. These fighting
military and non-riders. Membership includes men represented the first black professional
professionals and nonprofessionals and is open soldiers in a peacetime army. The nickname,
to all races.” In fact the Hispanic membership Buffalo Soldiers, began with the Cheyenne
was well represented at the picnic. Rider status warriors in 1867. The actual Cheyenne transladetermines if membership is full or associate. tion was Wild Buffalo. This name was given out
Full status means that a member has had 2,500 of respect for the fierce fighting ability of the
miles of riding, six months of probation have 10th Cavalry.
Current officers of the Buffalo Soldiers
been completed and the member owns at least a
Motorcycle
Club are Roy Nixon, president;
750cc bike.” The weekend also included a Friday
Allen Smith, vice president; Renee Smith,
night pool party and Saturday dance party.
According to the history, of the Buffalo secretary; Robert McGregor, treasurer; Marcus
soldiers, African-Americans have served in Wilson, business manager; Tedd Woodard,
every American war. In 1866 through an act of sergeant-at-arms; and Orrin Fredericks, chaplain.

CORRECTION:
The Weekly Challenger offers a
sincere apology for running this
photograph with the wrong article
last week. It should have been
placed with the Mayor’s clean up
story which ran on page 5.
Pictured from left to right are,
Brenda Mobly, David Lee, Mayor
Bob Buckhorn, Jake Slater and
Frank Reddick.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

continued from front page

Emanuel M. W. Stewart
with his grandson,
Andrico Stewart

wife
traveled
extensively,
learning about the cultures of
Eastern and Western Europe,
Russia, India and other Asian
nations as well as Australia, New
Zealand and Egypt, His genteel
ways, learned at his mother’s
knee and cultivated by the diversities of life he and his siblings
experienced gave him the special
temperament he needed to coexist with other cultures and
conquer the ills of the world as he
met them. And, he met them
head-on, during a time when any
task he accepted faced seemingly
insurmountable obstacles. Yet,
Stewart met every challenge.
Overcame them all. Moved past
them. And he was successful,
each time. Through his lifetime,
he followed the admonitions of
his parents to be an honorable,
self-reliant, man.
Always a good student,
Stewart received a teaching certificate upon the completion of
high school and began his career
as an educator. He taught elementary school and attended
college during the summers.
Then, World War II erupted, and
he was drafted into the Army in
1941 to serve his country.
Stewart had basic training at
Camp. Blanding in Florida..
Immediately, his leadership
ability was noted, and he was sent
to Officers Candidate School at
Fort Benning in Columbus, GA.
Stationed in numerous places
across the USA, his conversations about the places he went as
a soldier still echo in the mind of
his son, Christopher, who enjoys
looking through Stewarts’s
impeccably designed scrapbooks
and journals. “My dad was
stationed at bases in Mississippi,
Louisiana,
Arizona,
and
California. His overseas experiences were in the Pacific Islands,
the East Indies, New Guinea and
Guadalcanal. Part of that time
was on land, but he also spent
time aboard the USS General
John Pope and the USS General
Howze. He kept written records
of all the places and people from
each assignment,” Christopher
Stewart related. Following his
t i m e in Calif or nia , First
Lieutenant Emanuel M.W.
Stewart ended his tour of duty.
After five years, he was a civilian
again.
Shortly after his discharge
from the Army, Stewart entered
Florida A. & M. University as a
junior. There, he completed his
undergraduate
studies
and
received a BA degree in
education. He also met the
college beauty who became his
wife. As related by Mrs.
Chrystelle Stewart, “He was
walking across the campus when
I first saw him. He was so tall and
handsome that it took my breath
away. I just had to meet him! We
lived in a time that forwardness
was not becoming to a young
lady, however. Humph, I admired
him from afar for a short while,
but I soon maneuvered an introduction. And the rest — as they
say — is history.” As a senior,

Mrs. Stewart graduated that year
and returned to her hometown,
Marianna, FL to teach. Stewart,
meanwhile, continued his studies
and graduated the next year. He
began graduate studies that
summer, but he accepted a
teaching position in Pinellas
County that fall. Both of the
Stewarts earned their masters
degrees at Columbia University
in New York. They were married
in the university chapel five years
after they met. This year, 2011,
marked sixty years of marriage.
They are the parents of two sons,
Daryl and Christopher, and they
a re gra ndpa ren t s o f o n e
grandson, one granddaughter,
and five great-grand children.
Those who worked with
Emanuel M. W. Stewart the
educator knew a disciplined individual who loved people as much
as he loved knowledge. His first
Pinellas County School Board
appointment was as an elementary school teacher in Tarpon
Springs. He transferred to Jordan
Elementary School, where he
taught for a year before being
appointed as the principal.
Stewart remained at Jordan
Elementary for ten years. Then,
he was assigned as principal at
Gibbs High School.
One of the first students
Stewart worked with at Jordan
Elementary School was Nancy
Herring Harrell. To her and her
classmates, being in his class was
a phenomenal experience. “We
had never had a male teacher
before Mr. Stewart! He taught
science, and for the first time, I
heard the word barometer. I loved
the sound of the word. After he
explained that it was an instrument used to produce information about the weather, I became
one of his most serious students.
He seemed to know everything,”
Harrell related.
The Gibbs experience was
quite different. Overseeing construction of a new building,
hiring new teachers, and redesigning the curriculum to meet
standards for full accreditation
were all challenges he faced. But
he and the faculty persevered.
Strong academic departments,
new programs, honor students,
and full accreditation were
achieved, in spite of the odds.
Everything he did followed a
structured plan which was carried
out with deliberation and care.
The needs of the students were
always foremost in his plans.
Foreign language teacher
Charley Williams, now an
accomplished educator/administrator (retired) himself, admired
Mr. Stewart’s style and saw him
as a role model for teachers and
students. “Mr. Stewart felt that
the boys at Gibbs High School
needed role models, so male
teachers were expected to
assume the role. We dressed the
part every day. All male teachers
dressed neatly and wore neckties.
He hired me to strengthen the
foreign language program by
adding to the Spanish classes and
starting French classes. I appreciated his confidence in me and
his efforts to improve whatever
he worked on in the county,” said
Williams.
Retired school administrator,
Anthony J Thurston, who was
hired by Stewart to teach speech
and drama, acknowledged that “I
have always been impressed with
him and tried to emulate him.
Clearly seen was his quiet
demeanor, the way he went about
doing things. His advice was
always exactly what was needed.
All of my experiences with him
were positive. He respected my
judgment in the selection of
materials to present to the
students. I knew that he expected

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Sept. 10 - Young Eagles Day - Free Airplane Rides
for Kids, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Albert Whitted Airport, 451 8th Ave.
S.E., St. Petersburg. Children, ages 8-17, have the opportunity to learn about aviation and fly in an airplane free of charge.
www.awaps.org/young_eagles/mainyoung_eagles.asp or call
727-822-1532.

L-R, Sons, Christopher and Daryl Stewart
with Chrystelle and Emanuel M. W. Stewart

me to present new or controversial topics in a tasteful manner, so
I worked hard not to disappoint
him. He was also a fraternity
brother and fellow church
member.”
Stewart’s expertise as a
visionary and astute planner was
evident in all facets of his life.
Within the community, he was
involved in the Ambassadors
Club, an organization of African
American men who worked with
men and boys within the
community to make life better for
those who needed the extra push.
The organization promoted
cultural activities and fundraisers
to elevate the mind and spirit
while providing means for boys
and girls in the community to
attend college. He was also one
of the charter members of the
local chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity, an organization that
prides itself on scholarship and
leadership among men. Stewart
embodied the true Alpha spirit,
holding every office in the
chapter over the years, as he
advised and mentored his
brothers. He knew the Alpha
history and how to keep the
group grounded. They were his
former students, colleagues, and
friends. Other Tampa Bay
chapters also respected his leadership and knowledge. Known
all over the nation, Stewart
attended state, regional, and
national fraternity conventions
for nearly 70 years.
The very first AfricanAmerican selected and honored
as “Mr. Sun” in St. Petersburg’s
Festival of States celebration,
Stewart continued to use his
successes to inspire young
people. He accepted numerous
speaking
engagements
to
motivate Pinellas County’s
students to use the opportunities
before them to go as far as they
could go. He was a member of
the Rotary Club and served on
several boards of directors,
including the Salvation Army, the
Pinellas County Urban League,
the YMCA, Bayfront Medical
Center, and the Police Athletic
League. Stewart was honored by
the National Conference of
Christians and Jews for his contributions to education and
humanity at large.
When it came to hobbies, he
had a passion for growing things.
He kept an exquisite lawn and
flower garden. After retirement,
he plowed up the whole back
yard and planted a vegetable
garden. Everyone loved his
tomatoes. Gardening allowed
him to recharge.
“Structure and order are what
I think of when Emanuel
Stewart’s name is mentioned,”

noted Rev. Wayne Thompson.
“Although he could be humorous
at times, he generally took a
serious approach to whatever he
did. As a student, I saw how he
insisted on activities that showed
what students had learned. He
believed in advocating for
students, but he did not hesitate to
apply the ‘board of education’
when students were out of order
or unruly,” continued Thompson,
a former student, a fraternity
b ro th e r, a n d h i s p a s t o r.
Regarding church attendance,
Thompson said, “Stewart was a
member of the First Baptist
Institutional Church congregation for more than fifty years.
During that time, he served in
every official capacity except
pastor. He was made a “Deacon
Emeritus” a few years ago when
he was no longer able to attend
church every Sunday. Prior to
that time, Stewart never missed
church or Sunday School, unless
he was out of town on official
business for his job. He loved
attending church, and he loved
First Baptist. You could depend
on him to step up whenever and

Saturday, Sept. 10 - AIDS Walk St. Petersburg 2011, North Shore
Park, Registration 8 a.m., Walk 10 a.m. Begin the morning with the
tolling of the AIDS Memorial Bell to recognize lives lost in the 9/11
attack and enjoy entertainment with the Double M Band and
Righteously Outrageous Twirling Corps (ROTC). AIDS Walk St.
Petersburg will benefit the clients of AIDS Service Association of
Pinellas (ASAP). 100% of money raised will remain in Pinellas
County serving clients infected and affected by HIV. For more information visit www.aidswalkstpetersburg.org or 727-532-2437.
Saturday, Sept. 24 - Lower power bills, energy savings
through retrofits and upgrades and cost-effective investments
for energy efficiency! These are the topics to be discussed at
the first annual Pinellas Home Energy Symposium, a threehour educational program presented by the Pinellas Energy
Efficiency Project of Pinellas County Extension, 9 a.m. to noon
at Pinellas County Extension, 12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo.
Each registered participant will receive an LED light that uses
80 percent of the energy of a comparable 60-watt incandescent bulb (a $50 value). The symposium is limited to the first
150 registrants. To register for the event, visit www.pinellascountyextension.org or call (727) 582-2581.

Classified Ads

Work!!
Place Your
Ad Today!!
CALL

(727) 896-2922
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
Army First Lieutenant
Emanuel M. W. Stewart,
from the 1940s.

wherever he was needed. We
owe him so much for being a
member who could and would
provide great counsel. The entire
congregation loved and respected
him. He was even a mentor and
role model to me. Until the end,
we started the day with a
telephone call and prayer.”
Funeral services are
scheduled for 1 P.M., Saturday at
the First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 Third Avenue
South. Visitation with the Stewart
family is scheduled for Friday
from 5-6:30 p.m. at the Lawson
Funeral Home, 4535 Central
Avenue. In lieu of flowers, the
family respectfully requests that
donations be made to the
American Cancer Society or the
Alzheimer’s Association.

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising Sales Representative
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats for
advertising. Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BLACK HISTORY

Wealth
Building

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: pbs.org and blackinventors.com

By Cherin L. Stover

Have You Experienced
A Financial Setback
In The Last Year?
Please join us to learn the steps to financial recovery
The Wealth B uilding
C o alition is plea se d to
announce it is partnering with
the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC) in
providing a computer-based
training of the FDIC Money
Smart financial education
program as a pilot initiative.
As part of the initiative,
instructors from the FDIC are
offering two sessions of the
Money Smart computer-based
training at the Childs Park
YMCAon Wednesday,
September 28, 2011. One
session is for adults and the
other is for young adults.
The FDIC is looking for
adults (anyone over 21) who
have experienced a financial
setback in the last year
(perhaps a job loss, foreclosure, or accumulated too much
debt) and want to learn the
steps to financial recovery.
The FDIC is asking for
your participation in a pilot
offering of their computerbased financial education tool
and for your input to help the
FDIC improve it. The FDIC
wants to make it easier to use
and more effective. The goal is
to help you improve your
financial management skills
and collect your suggestions
and feedback at the same time!

Who: Adults (over 21)
who have experienced a
financial setback in the last
year.
What: FDIC Money Smart
computer-based training pilot
Where: Childs Park
YMCA, 691 – 43rd Street S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
When: Wednesday,
September 28, 2011, from 6 to
9 p.m. (please arrive on time)
In addition to the session
for adults, the FDIC is looking
for young adults (ages 18 to
21) to participate in a pilot
offering of this computerbased financial education tool.
The FDIC needs you to help
improve the Money Smart
computer-based training. The
FDIC wants to make it easier
to use and more effective for a
diverse population of learners.
Do you want to learn how to
pay for college or finance a
car? The goal of the pilot is to
help you improve your
financial skills in order to meet
your financial goals and
collect your suggestions at the
same time.
Who: Young adults (ages
18 to 21)
What: FDIC Money Smart
computer-based training pilot
Where: Childs Park
YMCA, 691 – 43rd Street S.,

St. Petersburg, FL 33711
When: Wednesday,
September 28, 2011, from 3 to
6 p.m.
Refreshments will be
served 30 minutes before each
session. Participants will
receive a $25 Target gift card
as a token of our appreciation.
Please contact Childs Park
YMCA(727-209-9622) for
more information and to
secure your seat in one of the
two pilots. YOU MUST
REGISTER IN ADVANCE.
Seating is limited.
T h e Weal t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition (WBC) is supported
by the Juvenile Welfare Board
(JWB) Children’s Services
Council of Pinellas County
and The Weekly Challenger.
The mission of WBC is to
promote and expand economic
and asset-building opportunities for low and moderate
income households throughout
P i n e l l a s C o u n t y. W B C
promotes community
awareness of the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and
other tax credits, provides free
tax preparation assistance and
supports linkages to essential
as s et -b u i l d i n g p ro g ram s ,
including financial education
workshops.

Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!
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David Walker
David Walker, the son of a
slave father and a free black
mother, David Walker was born
in Wilmington, North Carolina,
perhaps in 1796 or 1797. In
accordance with existing laws,
since his mother was a free
black, David Walker was also
free. This freedom, however, did
not shield him from witnessing
firsthand the degradations and
i nj u s t i c e s o f s l a v e r y . H e
witnessed much misery in his
youth, including one disturbing
episode of a son who was forced
to whip his mother until she
died. Walker travelled throughout the country, eventually
settling in Boston. But even in
that free northern city, with its
prevalent discrimination, life
was less than ideal for its black
residents. Still, Walker apparently fared well, setting up a used
clothing store during the 1820s.
In Boston, Walker began to
associate with prominent black
activists. He joined institutions
that denounced slavery in the
South and discrimination in the
North. He became involved with
th e n a t i o n ’s f i r s t A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n n e w s p a p e r, t h e
Freedom’s Journal out of New
York City, to which he frequently contributed. By the end of
1828, he had become Boston’s
leading spokesman against
slavery.
In September of 1829 he
published his Appeal. To reach
his primary audience — the
enslaved men and women of the
South — Walker relied on
sailors and ship’s officers sympathetic to the cause who could
transfer the pamphlet to
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Patricia Era Bath
When Patricia Era Bath was
born on November 4, 1942, she
could have succumbed to the
pressures and stresses associated
with growing up in Harlem,
New York. With the uncertainty
present because of World War II
and the challenges for members
of black communities in the
1940’s, one might little expect
that a top flight scientist would
emerge from their midst.
Patricia Bath, however, saw
only excitement and opportunity
in her future, sentiments
instilled by her parents. Her
father, Rupert, was welleducated and an eclectic spirit.
He was the first black motorman
for the New York City subway
system, served as a merchant
seaman, traveling abroad and
wrote a newspaper column. Her
mother Gladys, was the descendant of African slaves and
Cherokee Native Americans.
She worked as a housewife and
domestic, saving money for her
children’s education. Rupert was
able to tell his daughter stories
about his travels around the
world, deepening her curiosity
about people in other countries
and their struggles. Her mother
encouraged her to read constantly and broadened Patricia’s
interest in science by buying her
a chemistry set. With the
direction and encouragement
offered by her parents, Patricia
quickly proved worthy of their
efforts.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

Renewal ❏

Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

poisoned. Later scholarship
suggests he died of tuberculosis,
the same disease that killed his
daughter.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

southern ports. Walker even
employed his used clothing
business which, being located
close to the waterfront, served
sailors who bought clothing for
upcoming voyages. He sewed
copies of his pamphlet into the
lining of sailors’clothing. Once
the pamphlets reached the
South, they could be distributed
throughout the region. Walker
also sought the aid of various
contacts in the South who were
also sympathetic to the cause.
The Appeal made a great
impression in the South, with
both slaves and slaveholders. To
the slaves the words were
inspiring and instilled a sense of
pride and hope. Horrified
whites, on the other hand,
initiated laws that forbade
blacks to learn to read and
banned the distribution of antislavery literature. They offered a
$3,000 reward for Walker’s
head, and $10,000 to anyone
who could bring him to the
South alive. Friends concerned
about his safety implored him to
flee to Canada. Walker
responded that he would stand
his ground. “Somebody must die
in this cause,” he added. “I may
be doomed to the stake and the
fire, or to the scaffold tree, but it
is not in me to falter if I can
promote the work of emancipation.” Adevout Christian, he
believed that abolition was a
“glorious and heavenly cause.”
David Walker published a
third edition of his Appeal in
June of 1830. Two months later
he was found dead in his home.
Although there was no evidence
supporting the allegation, many
believed that he had been

6-4 3-7
7-8 1-5
5-2 4-3

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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ENTERTAINMENT
Guarding Against Emerging
Technology Crimes
BY ASHLEY CRAWFORD
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - In
today’s technology-driven
world, it’s rare to see someone
not attached to a Blackberry,
iPad or MacBook. Individuals
have become so dependent on
these snazzy devices that often
they don’t realize that the very
thing they crave and “just can’t
live without” can also be the
most dangerous thing they’ve
ever encountered.
Many people are unaware of
how their private lives and the
lives of friends and family can
be threatened by criminals
going through their mobile
devices or computers. When
personal information, such as
social security numbers, family
addresses and business records,
is not securely locked and
protected, that information can
be accessed by anyone.
According to experts at the FBI,
education on safety tips is the
best guard against these
emerging technology attacks.
“Getting educated and
taking a few basic steps may
well keep you from becoming a
victim of crime and fraud – and
save you a great deal of time
and trouble,” states the FBI’s
Crime Smart website.
The FBI website goes on to
explain that the most easily
accessible way into a person’s
private life is through the
computer, and in just a few short
steps individuals can protect
their homes, businesses and
families from becoming theft
targets.
FBI experts recommend

always keeping firewalls on to
protect computers from hackers.
It is also advised to be careful of
download activity, as many free
downloading sites don’t have
closed or secured networks.
Hackers often roam these open
networks searching for ways to
gain access to computers to
delete or steal sensitive information.
The FBI also recommends
obtaining and using special protection software on computers
and mobile devices to protect
against or track criminal
activity. Antivirus software, like
Norton Security Scan, and antispyware, such as Prey software,
are valuable and inexpensive
tools that can be readily downloaded from secured sites to
prote ct indi v i d u al s fro m
unwanted, malicious activity.
Recently, “Good Morning
America” covered the story of a
software programmer who was
able to recover his MacBook
after it had been stolen. Joshua
Kaufman installed special
software that tracked and photographed criminal activity on
his stolen laptop. Authorities
were able to follow the information provided by the laptop’s
software to apprehend the
suspects and return the laptop to
its owner.
More and more success
stories of blocking and tracking
theft with the help of protection
software are coming out.
Safety experts also warn
individuals to protect themselves when it comes to newer
technology threats on social
media sites like Facebook,

MySpace and Twitter.
According to safety and
identity theft expert John Sileo,
although social networking sites
are useful tools for career and
business opportunities, people
must be extremely careful about
what information they choose to
put online and how to adequately protect it.
“Unfortunately, most people
dive head first into this world of
social connectedness without
thinking through the ramifications of all the personal information that is now traveling at
warp speed through cyberspace,” states Sileo on his
website.
Sileo’s website points out
that as perhaps the fastest
growing and most popular networking site, Facebook alone is
a breeding ground for theft and
other criminal activity. In his
book (Facebook Safety Survival
Guide,) Sileo explains easy
tricks to protect oneself on
Facebook, including closely
managing privacy settings and
keeping a watchful eye on what
friend requests are accepted.
In addition to the software
and media networking protection tools, FBI experts remind
people to go back to the basics
when it comes to protecting
their private lives. Always
rem em b er t o t u rn o ff o r
password lock computers and
mobile devices when left unattended, and never keep sensitive
information like social security
numbers and bank account
codes on mobile devices or on
your person.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Music In The Key Of My Life
Jazz is my kind of music! I love it! Jazz is
alive and well and Stephen Lee out of
Memphis, Tennessee has confirmed that
statement for us with his recent CD “Music in
the Key of My Life.” It’s a real winner. A
month ago, I received an email from jazz
pianist Stephen Lee asking for my land
mailing address, so he could send a CD to me.
He stated that he was trying to get some play
time on the radio and asked if I could possibly
help him. Since, I’m always open and willing
to help new jazz musicians expose their talents
to the world, I gave him my address.
The CD arrived a few days later and I
started listening to it while riding in my automobile. That was a big mistake. When the
first tune started playing, I almost ran into my
garage door. First of all, it had a strange title
“As The Deer” by Martin Nystrom and
arranged by Lee. Well folks, the tune outright
swings with an out of sight drum performance
by drummer James Sexton. I instantly liked
the first tune and knew I was going to feel the
same way about the entire CD. At first, I
thought Lee’s piano playing was suggestive of
Ahmad Jamal but only by a slight intimation.
As I listened to the rest of the CD, it was
apparent that Lee has his own style; one that I
believe is definitely going to catch on, once
the public gets a taste of his playing.
On the second tune “Here I Am”, I again
had a problem connecting the title with the
playing, but oh my goodness, they certainly
cook on that selected cut; I guess that’s the
way Lee was telling listeners he was present
and accounted for. The tune swings and has a
fantastic drum solo towards the end of the
tune. It is a Stephen Lee original, definitely
one to be proud of. At that particular time, I
listened to one more cut on the CD which was
the third cut called “Coming Home” and
another one of Lee’s originals. On this tune, I
heard familiar musical tidbits of Bill Evans in

Lee’s playing, but not so much that it took
away Lee’s originality. I loved the way the
tune slowed things down a bit with a most
poignant melody. Lee’s trio players on these
first three tunes are Lee on piano, Doc Samba
playing electric bass, and as previously
me n t i o n e d J a m e s S e x t o n o n d r u m s .
Noticeably, the three trio members perform
together often because you can essentially
hear it in their playing … tight!
Every day during the entire week, I
listened to Lee’s CD, and each time I listened
I fell more and more in love with it. Lee’s
piano performance on the entire CD is superb.
There are a total of eight tunes. In addition to
the three abovementioned tunes there are: “A
Message from God,” “God Has Smiled On
Me,” “Glorious,” “God’s Vision,” and a
beautiful original tune “Breathe On Me” with
words written by Latisha Williams and
Martine Allard. Ms. Allard does the vocal on
this tune and does an outstanding job, while
Melvin Smith performs an exceptional tenor
sax solo. There is a slight change in musical
personnel on tunes six to eight. On these tunes,
Melvin Smith plays tenor sax, Styx Bones
takes on drum duty, Corcoran Holt plays
upright bass, and on keyboards and strings Ian
Williams.
This CD “Music In The Key of My Life” I
unreservedly recommend you purchase. If
you like music, you’ll enjoy it immensely. If
you like jazz…“It’ll blow your mind!” Check
Lee out at: www.leeomegajazz.webs.com.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
You may visit my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your
letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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No. 16 Irish Are Miserable In Loss To S. Florida
The Weekly Challenger Office:

USF Quarterback BJ Daniels

BY RICK GANO
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - It
got sloppy on the field for Notre
Dame before the rains ever came.
Before two severe weather
delays that stopped the game for a
total of nearly three hours
Saturday, the No. 16 Fighting Irish
hurt themselves with five
turnovers three inside the South
Florida 10-yard line in a 23-20
loss to the Bulls.
Not even a switch in quarterback from struggling Dayne Crist
to Tommy Rees after a 2-hour, 10minute halftime could rescue
them.
``Today was probably the

strangest game any of us have ever
been a part of,’’ said Rees, who
completed 24 of 34 passes for 296
yards with two TD passes and two
interceptions.
Crist had a miserable first half,
hitting just 7 of 15 passes and
drawing the ire of head coach
Brian Kelly on the sidelines. Crist
had won a camp competition with
Rees to regain his starter’s role
following his second straight
season-ending knee injury a year
ago.
``All week, both of us
competed and prepared like we
were going to play and you just
have to keep your head about you
during the week and be ready to
play,’’ Rees said.
Rees had led the Irish to four
straight wins to close last season
as a starter, but Kelly chose the
more experienced Crist to lead the
2011 Irish. Now he’ll have to look
at it again.
``We didn’t expect to have to
make this move, obviously, so it’s
going to require us to obviously
evaluate the quarterback situation
and make another decision,’’ Kelly
said.
``This was a step back for us
as it relates to where we thought
we were going. We certainly did
not believe or think that we would

have to make the decision that we
made today.’’
Kelly also became irate on the
sideline after one of Rees’ passes
hit receiver TJ Jones, went up in
the air and was picked off. Kelly
got in Jones’ face, too.
``You know, we’ve been down
this road before. The disappointing thing is that we thought going
into a year where we had some
experience that we wouldn’t have
to go through this,’’ Kelly said of
the mistakes, that also included
eight penalties.
``But it looks like we’re going
to have to make sure that our
players are understanding what it
takes to win football games.’’
A 96-yard fumble return by
South Florida’s Kayvon Webster
stopped Notre Dame’s gameopening drive, which made it to
the 1-yard line before Jonas Gray
lost the ball, which bounced into
Webster’s hands.
Another first-half drive by ND
deep into South Florida territory
featured a 14-yard Cierre Wood
touchdown run that was called
back by a holding penalty. That
drive ended when Crist was intercepted in the end zone by
Devekeyan Lattimore. By the time
the first half ended, the first of the
thunderstorms had arrived and the

Irish found themselves in a 16-0
hole.
``The first half was just a
disaster, period,’’ Wood said.
With the crowd getting restless
over Notre Dame’s erratic play as
the teams left the field for
halftime, and with lightning
flashing near the stadium, officials
asked fans to evacuate Notre
Dame Stadium and decided to
keep the teams in their locker
rooms.
The long delay and the
weather was not a factor, Kelly
said.
``The chaos was on the field
for me,’’ he said.
Rees threw an 8-yard TD pass
to Michael Floyd to cap a 99-yard
drive with 21 seconds left as the
Irish closed to 23-20. But USF
recovered an onside kick and ran
out the clock.
Rees also hit Floyd with a
scoring pass in the third quarter
and Wood’s 1-yard scoring run
with 7:35 left made it 23-13 before
the Irish failed to convert a 2-point
attempt. Floyd, reinstated to the
team last month following his suspension for drunken driving, made
12 catches and became the Irish’s
career leader in receptions,
passing Jeff Samardzija (179).
Floyd now has 183.

Hall Of Fame Defensive End
Lee Roy Selmon Dies

Lee Roy Selmon

TAMPA (AP) - Lee Roy
Selmon, the Hall of Fame
defensive end who teamed with his
brothers at Oklahoma to create a
dominant defensive front that
helped lead the Sooners to consecutive national championships, died
Sunday _ two days after being hospitalized for a stroke. He was 56.
A statement released on behalf
wife Claybra said he died at a
Tampa hospital surrounded by
family members.
``For all his accomplishments
on and off the field, to us Lee Roy
was the rock of our family. This
has been a sudden and shocking
event and we are devastated by this
unexpected loss,’’ the statement
said.
Selmon was hospitalized
Friday, and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers confirmed later that he
had a stroke.
``No Sooner player cast a
longer shadow over its rich
tradition than Lee Roy,’’ former
Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer
said in a statement. ``Beyond his
many and great accomplishments,
I believe the true legacy of Lee
Roy Selmon lies within the kind of
man he was. Lee Roy possessed a
combination of grace, humility,
and dignity that is rare. His
engaging smile and gentleness left
you feeling blessed to be in his
presence. Best of all, he was all
genuine. One would be blessed to
have a father, son, uncle, brother,

or friend like Lee Roy Selmon.’’
In nine seasons with the
Buccaneers, Selmon had 781/2
sacks and earned six consecutive
Pro Bowl selections. He retired
after the 1984 season.
``The guy just worked as hard
as you could ever work and was
just a great guy,’’ said former
Tampa Bay teammate Bill Kollar,
now the Houston Texans’ assistant
head coach and defensive line
coach.
``Never got mad, was just
always great to everybody and it’s
hard to imagine that you could end
up being a better person than Lee
Roy was. Really, the guy was just a
phenomenal person. ... It’s
obviously really a sad day. The guy
was a great player and even a
better person. It’s just a shame that
this happened to him.’’
The Glazer family, which
owns the team, released a
statement mourning him.
``Tampa Bay has lost another
giant. This is an incredibly somber
day for Buccaneer fans, Sooner
fans, and all football fans. Lee
Roy’s standing as the first Buc in
the Hall of Fame surely distinguished him, but his stature off the
field as the consummate gentleman
put him in another stratosphere,’’
the statement said.
Selmon and his brother,
Dewey, were both chosen as AllAmericans in 1975 when the
Sooners won their second straight
championship
under
Barry
Switzer. They followed older
brother Lucious to Oklahoma, and
the three played together during
the 1973 season.
News of Lee Roy Selmon’s
stroke had already spurred tributes
to Selmon on Saturday, when
members of the University of
South Florida’s football team wore
his number on their helmet.
Selmon had served as the school’s
athletic director from 2001 to
2004.

``We all loved him, and we’re
all deeply saddened,’’ USF
President Judy Genshaft said.
``We’re a better university because
of Lee Roy Selmon. He was an
incredible role model, who cared
about all of our student-athletes,
no matter what sport. He built an
incredible legacy and he will never
be forgotten.’’
Selmon followed his Hall of
Fame college career with an
equally impressive run in the NFL.
He was the No. 1 pick in the 1976
draft _ the first ever selection by
expansion Tampa Bay _ and
suffered through a winless
inaugural season before achieving
success. In 1979, he won the NFL
Defensive Player of the Year
award when he helped Tampa Bay
make it to the NFC championship
game. The Buccaneers also won
the NFC Central title two years
later.
Selmon was inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1995.
Presented by brother Dewey, Lee
Roy said it was his family background that was noteworthy and
not his accomplishments on the
field.
``People have said, ‘Your
parents must be proud of you,’ but
I’m more proud of them,’’ he said.
Selmon played a key role in
the creation of the football
program at South Florida, where
he was the associate athletic
director starting in 1993 and
served as the AD from May 2001
until he stepped down in February
2004 because of health concerns.
While accompanying the
South Florida football team to a
game against Oklahoma in 2002,
Lee Roy Selmon said he was
humbled that Switzer had called
him his greatest player.
``I see myself as just having
been a teammate with so many
great players and coaches,’’ he told
The Associated Press. ``I’m
floored by such a generous compli-

ment.’’
Lee Roy Selmon was born Oct.
20, 1954, in Eufaula, Okla., to
Jessie and Lucious Selmon Sr. and
raised on a farm with eight
siblings. The three who’d go on to
star for the Sooners could have
ended up at Colorado, if not for a
last-minute recruiting
Larry Lacewell described in
the book ``Wish Bone’’ that the
Sooners didn’t decide to recruit
Lucious Selmon until Barry Price
switched his commitment from
Oklahoma to Oklahoma State the
day before signing day. Lacewell
showed up at the Selmons’ house
to find Colorado coach Eddie
Crowder there. When he got his
chance to talk to the family, he
stayed at the house until the two
younger brothers had fallen asleep
and he had convinced the Selmon
parents it was better for Lucious to
play 100 miles away than 600.
It ended up being a key day for
the program.
Oklahoma went 10-0-1 with
all three Selmon brothers playing
together in 1973, then won
national title the next two seasons.
Lee Roy Selmon won the
Lombardi Award and the Outland
Trophy in 1975. He ended his
college career with 335 tackles, a
school record for a linemen at the
time, and 40 for a loss.
``There was a sense of awe
every time you were in Lee Roy’s
presence, and yet that was the last
thing he would have wanted,’’
current Oklahoma coach Bob
Stoops said. ``He accomplished so
many things in life, but remained a
humble, unassuming champion. I
hold up many of our previous
greats as examples for our current
players and Lee Roy is among the
very best. All of our players would
do well to follow in Lee Roy’s
footsteps.’’
AP Sports Writer Kristie
Rieken in College Station, Texas,
contributed to this report.
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
September Is Florida Literacy
Month- Celebrate In A State Park
TALLAHASSEE – In honor of
Gov. Rick Scott signing a proclamation designating September as
Florida Literacy Month, the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection’s (DEP) Florida Park
Service will celebrate with special
events at state parks and libraries
statewide. The fifth annual Florida
Literacy Month will be celebrated in
conjunction with International
Literacy Day Sept. 8 and National
Library Card Signup Month.
Florida’s state parks will offer free*
entrance Sunday, Sept. 11 to visitors
who bring a library card, library
book or who donate a new or gentlyused, family-friendly book.
“We’re excited to celebrate
literacy in state parks for the fifth
year in a row,” said DEP’s Florida
Park Service Director Donald
Forgione. “State parks are the best

BLACKSHEAR

continued from front page
but made history as well. They
immediately changed the name
to The Weekly Challenger after
holding a reader’s contest to
rename the paper. A female contestant helped them see they
were only an “r” away. When
Bill talks about his career, as
would be expected, he has only
fond memories.
But to get him to really talk
about his accomplishments, you
either have to be a magician,
finding just the right magic
word, or a dentist, to pry it out
of him. However, when I asked
him to name some of the ”folk,”
as he affectionately calls people,
he was free flowing. He talked
about professionals who have
shared hallways at the St.
Petersburg Times, like Mamie
Brown and Peggy Peterman,
former staff writers for the
Times’ Black Page, John Rogers
and Jackie Greene, former
Times photographers, and staff
writers Roger Clendening and
Paul Jerome.
Then he named so many
supporters who have made vital
contributions to The Weekly
Challenger over the years. He
recalls long-time employees
Cynthia Armstrong, W.L. Jones,
and Calvin Adams. In the early
d a y s , N or man J ones, S r.,
Oradine Hudson, Mabel
Cooper, Ike Williams, and
Charles Howard were some of
the other “rocks” upon which
the paper was built. Bill recalled
that vital contributions, each in
their unique ways, were made
by David Burgess, Aaron
Williams, Daryl Hefty, Bill
Thomas, Helen Blue, Al
Mitchel, Jeannie Blue, Barbara
B e t h el, Deannie K Vic tor,
Ma rt in Rainey, Dr. Jimmy

spot to curl up with a good book and
enjoy the great outdoors, reconnect
to nature through a story or meet up
with your book club for a picnic.”
The Florida Park Service,
Department of Education and
Department of State will partner
again this year to get the message out
about the importance of literacy at all
ages. Florida’s First Lady Ann Scott
will continue to emphasize reading
following her Summer Literacy
Adventure during an event in
Tallahassee celebrating International
Literacy Day at Alfred B. Maclay
Gardens State Park.
“Florida Literacy Month serves
as an excellent reminder to share our
passion for reading with family and
friends,” said Florida Education
Commissioner Gerard Robinson.
“Venues as beautiful as our state
parks can serve as imaginative

backdrops for our students to further
their literacy skills, and I applaud the
Florida Department of
Environmental Protection for their
continued partnership in the
education of our students.”
Many state parks will host
literacy-related events from book
giveaways to reading with a park
ranger and even reciting poetry. To
find a literacy event near you, visit
the events calendar on the Florida
State Parks Online Park Guide.
During last year’s Florida Literacy
Month, more than 17,000 visitors
showed their library book or library
card, or donated one of nearly 2,500
books to receive free entrance into a
state park.
*Free admission to all Florida
State Parks except Skyway Fishing
Pier State Park in St. Petersburg.

Robinson, Frances Pinkney,
Willie Salor, Winnie Foster, and
Lonnie Donaldson. Then there
was Ron Lowe, who Bill says
got into all kinds of trouble for
his association with “us,” and
W. L. Allen, a writer who ”told
it like it was.” Bill did not want
to forget anyone, and is
probably cringing at the thought
that there are names that he
reluctantly could not recall.
Blackshear talked about how he
and Cleve spent much time
helping other Black newspapers, even financing their efforts
to get them off the ground.
Bill would volunteer days
on end actually working for
them and training them as a
non-paid employee. Bill and
Cleve went after big advertisers,
veering away from the traditional Black newspaper advertisers,
Mom and Pop stores. Bill had
instant success. He sought and
earned the Publix account. The
company has since been the
most loyal major advertiser supporting The Weekly Challenger
since 1968. Then came J.M.
Fields, Pantry Pride, and A&P.
In 1969, J.C. Penney was added.
This new revenue stream
allowed The Weekly Challenger
to change to a broadsheet
format in 1970. In 1991, Bill
started up a regional paper,
The Tri-County Challenger,
focusing on Marion, Citrus, and
Hernando counties. The front
page was different, along with
some inside pages. It was
merged with the main paper five
years later, and both The TriCounty and The Challenger
name again shared the front
page, until late 2001.
When talking about his late
partner, Bill said, ”Cleve was a
unique man. He had some very
profound ideas about how
people should conduct them-

selves. He was a people person.
We had an extremely worthwhile partnership, and what
made it so was that we never
lost sight of what we came
together for in the 60s.
Blackshear’s parting words
to the communities he had so
faithfully served, were, ”I am
grateful for having the opportunity to make a difference in the
lives of many folk, of being a
part of a program that was
geared to the development of
the black community as a
whole. To those he left behind at
The Challenger, Bill offered
these words: “I would
encourage the staff to work with
the new management and to put
forth their best efforts, To
remember that, what we do is
not ordinary but extraordinary.
We are presenting the printed
wo rd t o an ex t rao rd i n ary
audience that we should not
take lightly.”
“In writing about The
Challenger writers, he said, “I
enjoy reading the work of
newspaper writers, most especially the work of small, local
newspaper writers. I loved
Rambling with Charles
Florence always sent an array of
sunshine. Rosetta, a searcher,
was so timely. Khana is young
and has already turned the
co rn er. Di an n e h as fl ai r.
Marilyn, lofty, talented, spirited
and an asset. Daniel, a true light
bearer. Eugene, a pupil of Paul.
Frances, with a talent so
immense as to cause the spirit to
soar. Jim, courageous and bold.
Deannie will keep you on top of
things. Ron gave us the ‘Lowe’
down. I claim bragging an d
bottom-popping rights when
it comes to Challenger writers.
They’re just a cut above.”
Reprinted in part from
Africana Online.

We continue our 44th Anniversary
Celebration next week with another piece of
The Weekly Challenger’s history!

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM
YOU!
Send Notices Or Information About
Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Alphas, Icons And Family
Visit MLK Memorial
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE ATLANTA
DAILY WORLD
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
National Park Service formally
welcomed the Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial as America’s
395th national park Aug. 28 – the
48th anniversary of Dr. King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech, delivered
in 1963 on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial. The National
Park Service also emphasized its
commitment to working closely
with the Martin Luther King Jr.,
Memorial Foundation to reschedule the ceremonial dedication
planned for last week that was
unfortunately postponed due to
Hurricane Irene.
“Welcoming this memorial to
the National Mall honors a heroic
man and a critical chapter in our
nation’s march toward a more
perfect union,” said Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar. “Martin
Luther King Jr. mobilized the
power of faith and morality to
break the chains of oppression
that held our nation back. I
commend the MLK Foundation
and Harry Johnson for their

tireless work in making this
memorial a reality, so that we may
always be reminded of the work
that is yet to be done to achieve
Dr. King’s dream and a more
perfect union.”
“Forty-eight years ago, Dr.
King took to the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial and challenged our nation to fulfill his
dream of equality for all
Americans,” said National Park
Service Director Jonathan B.
Jarvis. “On the anniversary of
that speech, we are proud to add
the Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial to the National Park
System as a lasting tribute to this
American hero. We look forward
to working with the MLK
Foundation to reschedule the
formal dedication and hope that
many of the tens of thousands of
people who had planned to attend
will be able to participate.”
In 1996, Congress authorized
Dr. King’s fraternity, Alpha Phi
Alpha, to establish a memorial to
th e c i v i l r i g h t s l e a d e r i n
Washington. The group formed
the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Memorial Project
Foundation and held a competition

for the design. A site along the
Tidal Basin of the National Mall
was chosen for the memorial.
After 15 years of effort, a
granite likeness of Dr. King
emerges from the memorial’s
Stone of Hope and stands
resolutely between iconic
monuments to Thomas Jefferson
and Abraham Lincoln.
“From World War II to
Vietnam veterans, from Lincoln
to Jefferson and now to King, the
memorials and monuments along
the National Mall are where
millions of visitors every year
learn about our history,” said Bob
Vogel, superintendent of the
National Mall and Memorial
Parks. “The National Park
Service is honored to serve as the
keeper of America’s story, and
with this new memorial, to have
this incredible venue from which
to share the courage of one man
and the struggle for civil rights
that he led.”
The memorial to Dr. King is
part of the National Mall and
Memorial Parks and is open to the
public. National Park Service
rangers provide programs for
visitors and answer questions.

Florida State Conference
For NAACP
FORT LAUDERDALE - The
Florida State Conference of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
will be hosting its 68th Annual
State Convention in beautiful
downtown Jacksonville, begining
Thursday, Sept. 22 at the Wyndam
Riverwalk Hotel located at 1515
Prudential Blvd. Many officials
from the NAACP National Office
as well as other National and State
Organizations will be in attendance
and will take part in the
Conference. The Convention will
begin with The Florida State
Conference-NAACP’s Emerging
Civil Rights Issues that includes an
Energy Panel discussion, Armed

JOBLESS

continued from front page
of the Congressional Black
Caucus will offer suggestions to
President Obama before his
address to the nation on jobs. It is
time to take serious and the
Congressional Black Caucus is
prepared to continue the work we
began with the initiative. We look
forward to working with the
President and Congress to ensure
the urgent needs of our communities are met.”
CBC members, who also
blame Republican leadership for
dragging their feet on jobs, have
co-sponsored and introduced what
they call the “For the People Jobs
Initiative” - H. Res. 348. The
measure urges the House “to
immediately consider and pass
critical jobs legislation to address
the growing economic crisis in
America.” Cleaver said. He said
the CBC has introduced more than
40 job creation bills since the
beginning of the 112th Congress.
President Obama, early in his
tenure, also focused on jobs. The
$800 billion bailout was supposed
to have stimulated job growth.
Whereas it seemed to have slowed
the bleeding of jobs, it apparently
did little to increase employment
prospects for African-Americans.
Also, while President Obama
has made two major speeches over
the past month in which he
focused specifically on the
disparate unemployment rate for
veterans and their difficulty in

Services and Veterans Affairs Job
Resource Fair, Emergency
Management and concurrent
workshops focusing on health,
education and criminal justice. A
Town Hall Meeting focusing on
Environmental Justice is also
scheduled.
The Convention will continue
with Civil Rights Advocacy
Workshops that includes shutting
down the “schools-to-prison”
pipeline as well as a Health Fair.
This will be followed by the
NAACP’s business session. A
Civic Engagement Workshop will
be the focus in the afternoon.
Friday evening, the NAACP will
host the Armed Services and

Veterans Affairs Banquet in recognition of both active and inactive
service men and women. On
Saturday, workshops will continue
on Civic Engagement dealing with
issues on voter empowerment,
labor, and redistricting. In addition,
a workshop will be held for
Women in NAACP (WIN) and a
full day of workshops will be held
involving the Youth and College
Division. The day will end with the
NAACP’s final business session.
For more information, please
co n t a c t T h e F l o r i d a S t a t e
Conference.
Founded in 1909, the NAACP
is the nation’s oldest and largest
civil rights organization.

finding jobs, during his first two
years, he has not specifically
addressed the disparate economic
suffering of African-Americans.
“A rising tides lifts all boats,”
he said in a Jan. 2010 White House
press conference in response to a
question about the spiraling black
jobless rate.
This week on Labor Day,
President Obama was slated to
have visited Detroit, which has the
highest black population in the
nation at 82 percent. There he was
to deliver remarks to workers and
their families at a Labor Day event,
focusing on his efforts to create
jobs and strengthen the economy.
There, he would be hardpressed to avoid speaking directly
to the disparate black unemployment
statistics.
AfricanAmericans, his most solid support
base, were hopeful. Detroit Rep.
John Conyers (D-Mich.) was a cosponsor of one of the introduced
CBC bills, the “Urban Jobs Act.”
Though it is as much the
responsibility of Congress to
create jobs and avoid economically disparate hardships as it is the
job of the White House, eyes are
on Obama because he is the
nation’s first black President and
because, as a part of his platform,
he promised not to forget the
disparate hardships of black
people.
The following are Obama’s
Nov. 3, 2008 election-eve words,
documented by this reporter as
then editor-in-chief of the NNPA
News Service, who listened on his

telephone conference with Black
leaders:
“Everyone under the sound of
my voice understands the
struggles we face. Everyone
understands the fierce urgency of
now. You all know what’s at stake
in this election,” Obama said in a
live telephone conference with
black leaders on the eve of his
election. The “listen only” call
included a spectrum of speakers,
including civil rights icon Rev.
Joseph Lowery, Oprah Winfrey,
Democratic strategist Donna
Brazile, rapper Sean “Diddy”
Combs, and Democratic Whip Jim
Clyburn.
“Obama listed a string of
issues disparately faced by
African-Americans, including the
struggle to recruit good teachers
and, the struggle against underfunded schools, double digit
jobless rates and having to work
two and three jobs to make ends
meet.
“I mention these issues
because this community, our
community, the African-American
community, during these challenging times, suffers more than most
in this country,” he said. “Double
digit inflation, double digit unemployment, stagnant wages, our
kids are more likely to drop out,
more likely to be in jail, more
likely to die. We’re going to have
to do better. And if we continue the
momentum we’ve seen across this
country over the last several
weeks, we can do better.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South (327-9711)
SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM

Visit
Us! Bible Conference - October 9-12, 2011

Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

CHURCH NEWS
Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Ten local congregations of the
Church of God in Christ have
scheduled their Annual Baptismal
Service for Saturday, Sept. 10, at 8
a.m. sharp at the SPA Beach. The
baptismal message will come from
Supt. Anthony Conage. Your presence
and participation are welcomed. All
who would like to attend this “blessed
event” are encouraged to do so.
The churches participating in
this event include:
• Prayer Tower COGIC

Supt. Clarence Welch, Pastor
• Bible Way COGIC
Elder Sylvester Reeves, Pastor
• Queen Street COGIC
Supt. Anthony Conage, Pastor
• Wheelers Temple COGIC
Elder Dan Davis, Pastor
• Pentecostal Temple COGIC
Supt. William Anderson, Pastor
• Reach the Unreached COGIC
Elder Scott Dixon, Pastor
• Bible Holiness COGIC
Supt. B.O. Walker, Pastor

• Old Landmark Cathedral COGIC
Supt. Mitchell Bryant, Pastor
• Bay Point Christian Church
Elder Jay Cave, Pastor
• Tr i u m p h a n t C O G I C
Elder Isaac Whitehurst, Pastor
We believe God will bless us in
a mighty way! Come and enjoy the
Lord with us! Please direct
questions to Sister Darlina Herring
at 727-418-5908 or darlinaherring@verizon.net.
Supt. Clarence Welch

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston e x t e n d s a n i n v i t a t i o n
t o t h e community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
preparing for our 108th Church

Anniversary, to be observed on
Sunday, Sept. 25. An Anniversary
Brunch Saturday, Sept. 10, and
Men In Praise on Saturday, Sept. 24
are all celebration events. The
Speaker for anniversary proper is
Reverend Marvin Scott, Pastor of
Second Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church, Sanford, FL.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Refreshing the City by
Restoring Hope, Reaching the
Hurt, Rebuilding the Heart is the
theme of this year’s Seven x 7
Revival, 6-8 p.m. September 1824. The revival takes place in
Campbell & Childs Park, Dell
Homes, James Town, Harbordale,
Perkins
and
Wildwood
Neighborhoods.
The
revival
concludes with a mass baptism 4
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 25, at

Northshore Park, 901 Northshore
Drive NE. You don’t want to miss
this life-changing, Holy Ghostfilled revival!
Join our Young Adult Ministry
as they revolutionize the lives of
young adults, 7 p.m. Tuesdays in
our Youth Education Building, 919
20th Street South.
Learn How to Restore Your
Financial Health.
Sign-up for
Crown Ministry classes, 6-8 p.m.
Monday and Thursday evenings
beginning Sept. 12. FMI: Dea.
Danny or Avis Carter at 727-3282944.

Sistahs
Surviving
Breast
Cancer’s
“Weathering
Your
Storms” - Whole Body Wellness
Through Faith & Health Awareness
Breakfast - takes place Saturday,
Sept. 24, 8:30-10:30 a.m. in our
2nd floor Fellowship Hall.
Need a mid-day pick-me-up?
Join us for our Wednesday MidDay Bible Study, Noon to 12:30
p.m. in our main sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, its pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, official staff of
deacons and trustees, and the entire
congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish for an
overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Events for September 2011
Sept. 2 - Business Meeting at 7
p.m.
Sept. 9 - 80th Anniversary Team
Fellow at 7 p.m. Teams # 4, 5, 6.
Sept. 20 - Church outing – St.

John M. B. Church at 7 p.m.
Sept. 24 - Women’s Bible Study –
4 p.m.
Sept. 24 - Rev. W. J. Glover
Memorial Scholarship Banquet at 5
p.m.
Sept. 30 - 80 church anniversary
Banquet at the Historic Orange
Blossom Banquet Hall beginning at
6:30 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6 p.m. Children in

the community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday
School
Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings 10
a.m. - 12 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our Sunday
morning Radio Broadcast, every
Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB. Join
Pastor Jim R. Davis for a spiritfilled time of refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., we
distribute free food items to the
community. All are welcomed,
while supplies last. No income

verification is need, and no one is
turned away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a
Free Hot Lunch is served at the
Church facility. There are no
restrictions as to who may come;
the food is free to all who have
needs.
CLOTHING
DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
Some clothing is available to

members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested, call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church on Saturdays, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. We also take
donations of food, clothing, and
financial contributions.
Thank you for assisting needy
families in our Tampa Bay
community.

20th Street Church of Christ
This is your special invitation
to Friends & Family Day, Sept.
18. Help us fill the house for Jesus
in worship. Sunday School is 9

a.m. and Worship is 10:30 a.m.
For transportation, please call
896-8006. Come join us for a day
full of family, friends and fellow-

ship at 20th Street Church of
Christ, 825 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg. Robert E. Smith,
Local Evangelist.

Tenth Street Church of God
The Tenth Street Church of God
is where we continuously strive to
meet the needs of the community. On
Sunday, Sept. 18, at 2 p.m., we will
meet at Orange Blossom Catering,
220 Fourth Street North, to celebrate
the third year of our Capital

Campaign Fund. Rev. Weins, from
the Orlando area, will be our speaker.
The Tenth Street Praise Dancers will
perform, and the Gospel Troop will
render several selections.
Come and join the Tenth Street
Family in this celebration as we

continue our outreach ministries, our
prayer support for the community,
and our efforts to expand our
building.
For more detailed information,
call Julia Latimore at 727-898-9407.
Elder Ronald L. Bell is the pastor.
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