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Special Back-To-School Edition
FABOM Member
To Lead Region 2
Of NNPA

Rev. R. B. Holmes

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Florida Association of Black
Owned Media, Inc. (FABOM),
member Rev. R. B. Holmes, Jr.
p u b l i s her of the C apital
O u t l ook new s pape r, wa s
elected president of Region 2
of the National Newspapers
P ublishers Association
(NNPA) last week. Region 2 is
comprised of over seven states
— Alabama, Virginia, Georgia,
South Carolina, and North
Carolina, Mississippi, Louisiana
and Florida.
“I am asking for your
support for the Presidency of
Region 2,” Holmes expressed.
“My vision and plan is to work
hard, increase sales and
revenues for all member newspapers in Region 2. I will work
with you to ensure that we
receive our fair share. I have
some great ideas that will help
us to build a stronger and greater
Region 2 in particular and a
stronger NNPA in general.”
Region 2 has more newspapers
than any other region of the
NNPA membership.
Holmes is also the owner
of WTAL1450 AM Radio
Station, and Pastor of the
Bethel Missionary Baptist

Bobby Henry

Church in Tallahassee, Florida.
The Florida Association of
Black Owned Media, Inc.
(FABOM), consisting of 15
newspapers and two radio
stations reaching more than one
million Black Floridians, is a
non-profit organization of communication professionals of
Black owned media in the state
of Florida.
F AB OM was fo u n d ed
Dec embe r 22 , 2 0 0 5 . T h e
organization is comprised of
Black professionals who own
media outlets throughout the
state. Other members include
those in public relations and
advertising firms, those in
media organizations involved
in the dissemination of news
and free-lance journalists along
with the specially recognized
non-journalists (honorary
members.) “By holding fast to
our charge, we will keep alive
the overall mission of the Black
Press, which is to Plead our
own cause, assuring a fair representation and an advocate for
our readers.” Bobby R. Henry,
FABOM President expressed.
The Weekly Challenger is an
active member of NNPA,
FABOM and Region 2.
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Welcome Back To School

BY KHANA RILEY
THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER
BACK-TO-SCHOOL
COORDINATOR

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Weekly Challenger would like
to welcome all students in the
Tampa Bay area back-to-school.
As a first year teacher I am
excited to enter the ranks of
Pinellas County Schools and
look forward to the impact I will
have on students as well as the
impact they will have on me.
The Challenger’s wishes for
the 2011-2012 school year are
that our schools continue to
hold high academic and behavioral expectations for students
an d fo r o u rs el v es . A s a
community of learners, we will
further these goals by working
together to establish a culture of
shared beliefs and values, communicating
openly
with
students, staff, parents and the
community.
Believe it or not, there is
work to be done for our children
in our communities. Students
are calling out for positive love,
positive attention, and for
positive expectations. I’ve
l earn ed s o m u ch i n m y
schooling about labeling misbehavior and how adults are too
quick to labels a child’s disobedience. This goes for the
classroom and at home, but in
the classroom, I know it’s unfair
to assume the worst of our
children, when we haven’t
given them a chance or even
taught them how to be their
best.
I have many personal goals,
but the main one being that I
will teach my students to be

their best. I will educate them
on what it is to be the best
learner they can be, but it
doesn’t stop there. I will educate
them on what it is to be the best
citizen they can be, the best
giver they can be, the best carer
they can be, and the best
dreamer they can be. My
classroom is one where my
students will feel safe enough to
try to be their best, where they
are encouraged to be their best,
and if they falter, they are
brushed off and encouraged
eve n m o r e , a b i g p a r t o f
showing their best.
But here’s the thing. I
agonize daily over how much
will be undone when my
students leave my classroom. I
make it my mission to fight for
the future of my student’s, it is
my God-called purpose, but it’s
discouraging to know that the
work I’m doing can potentially
be undone. Here is where we all
come in.
This back-to-school season,
we have to start making some
decisions. We can’t wait for
another year. Our children don’t
deserve to wait and our
economy can’t take it. We have
to start getting serious about our
children and their success. We
have to bring our students back
to a place where they can see
their potential. We have to work
together, school system and
community. Here are a few
notes if you will:
- Whether you want to
realize it or not, our children are
a direct reflection of us. Let’s
start giving the extra effort to
make sure that we all put our
best feet forward.
- Talking so negatively
around students permeates into

Khana Riley

every fiber of their being. That
positivity is so infectious, that
they’ll enjoy that moment and
seek more moments in the
future, by doing the right thing.
- Don’t be hostile towards
your school system, especially
teachers. I don’t know another
person who is rooting for a child
more than a teacher does. If
you’ve had a bad experience
with a teacher, wipe it clean for
the next year. Teachers have to
do the same daily when students
weren’t as great the day before.
We all should wipe the slate
clean.
- Talk with children about
what they know and learn. It
will amaze you. Their brilliance

will floor you and their thirst for
more will inspire you. Try to fill
their minds with more experiences that will leave them
amazed and talking, versus
experiences that they have to
keep quiet. Pretty soon, there
will be no negative thoughts
because they’ve been overpowered by good.
- Care about our children’s
school work. We develop too
many excuses for the environment in which they have to
learn, and I get it. I don’t appreciate some of the forms of
testing that are represented and I

SCHOOL

continued on pg. 3

Congresswoman Waters Highlights 46th
Anniversary Of Voting Rights Act Of 1965
WASHINGTON-August
marked the 46th anniversary of
the day that the Voting Rights
Act was enacted.President
Lyndon Johnson signed this
historic legislation into law on
August 6, 1965.“I am very
pleased to commemorate the
anniversary of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.This landmark legislation was, and remains,
critical to protecting the democratic participation of AfricanAmericans in the United States.
While African-Americans have
made many strides and are now
represented across all levels and
branches of government, we still
need the VRAto ensure protections against any local or federal
laws that may adversely impact
minority voting rights,”said

Congresswoman Maxine Waters
(D-Calif).
In 1965, Congress enacted
the Voting Rights Act (VRA) to
ensure that African-Americans
in the South would have equal
access to vote.The VRAis
widely considered the most
important and successful piece
of civil rights legislation ever
enacted. Congress designed the
Act to enforce the Fifteenth
Amendment and to eliminate
racial restrictions of the right to
vote.The exclusion of AfricanAmericans from the franchise,
together with the doctrine of
“separate but equal,” provided
the legal foundations for the
overt and often brutal regime of
racial oppression known as “Jim
Crow.”The Act was developed

in direct response to the failure
of previous federal legislation
and explicitly addressed both the
direct and indirect obstacles to
minority voting.
“The right to vote is a fundamental right and is critical to our
democracy.In a post Citizens
United political system where
powerful corporations and
special interests are able to
expend exorbitant amounts of
money to influence elections, the
right to vote remains the great
equalizer. Every vote counts,
and for those counted among our
most vulnerable populations and
communities it is sometimes the
only way they are able to hold
their leaders accountable or elect
representatives
who
advocate their interests.”

Congresswoman Maxine
Waters

RIGHTS

continued on pg. 7
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
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NAACP Chair Warns Against
‘Forces Of Regression’ In America

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

BY HAZEL TRICE
EDNEY
LOS ANGELES
- In Los Angeles for
the 102nd Annual
Conference of the NAACP, Chairman
Roslyn Brock warned thousands of
delegates that historic “forces of
regression” are still fighting vigorously to damage civil rights gains.
“The mission of the NAACP is to
ensure the political, educational,
social, and economic equality of rights
of all persons and to eliminate racebased discrimination. Our vision is to
ensure a society in which all individuals have equal rights without discrimination based on race,” Brock
reminded in prepared remarks Sunday
evening. “For more than a century
we’ve been on a journey to fulfill this
mission; not because we want to ‘stay
in business.’ We’re on this journey
because forces of regression in our
nation are doing everything in their
power to erode civil rights successes.”
At the age of 44 two years ago,
Brock succeeded civil rights icon
Julian Bond by becoming the
NAACP’s youngest chairman.
Though of a new generation, she once
again debunked the myth that
America is in a ‘post racial’ state.
Responding to a scene in the movie,
“The Help”, which will debut August
10, she repeatedly urged the audience,
‘Courage must not skip this generation!’”
She continued, “The social and

economic challenges we face today
are real - not figments of our imaginations. The NAACP is committed to
maintain in the fight for justice and
equality by protecting the victories our
forefathers and mothers died to
secure.”
Among the evidence that the
struggle for black progress is still a
dire necessity, Brock ticked off a list of
key issues, illustrating the courage of
which she spoke:
About new voting laws that
activists have decried as racially
restrictive: “After decades of progress
to open up access and make it easier
for all Americans to vote, state legislatures in Wisconsin, Ohio, Kansas, and
Florida are putting into place a web of
suppressive and restrictive laws to
make it harder if not impossible for
many to vote: longer residency
requirements, photo Ids and shorter
voting periods. Fourteen of the 29
states with ID requirements are trying
to make them more stringent. Are
these updated versions of the poll tax?
Or as President Clinton suggests, Is
this a return to Jim Crow? We must redouble our efforts to reverse this pernicious trend.”
About the disproportionate
impact of the economic crisis on
African-Americans: “The meltdown
of America’s economic system in
2008 was a tremendous shock and
sent a body blow to the entire country.
We bailed out those who had gambled
with our money in order to stabilize
the economy for everyone. But while

Wall Street is booming again, those of
us on Main Street and the rest of us on
the side street can get no relief or
support. Across the country, black,
brown and poor communities are
suffering from disproportionately high
unemployment, foreclosure, and dislocation,” she said. “If we do nothing,
The Center for Responsible Lending
calculates that an estimated 1.1
million black families will lose their
homes by 2012.”
About the fight against Charter
Schools in New York City: “When
you read that the NAACP is suing
New York City over the issue of
charter schools, it is not because we
are opposed to charter schools. It is
because we have come too far and
struggled too long to let resources be
distributed in a way that amply funds
charter schools while starving traditional public schools, which are
sometimes located in the very same
building. Our priorities are misaligned
when we invest more in developing
smart phones and smart technologies
then investing in developing smart
children.”
About CNN’s new prime time
anchors line up that is devoid of
people of color: “The NAACP paid
attention and called them into
question. How can we understand the
American story without embracing
her rich diversity? How can we tell
America’s story on the small screen
and the big screen unless the people
doing the researching, writing,
directing and acting reflect the breath

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly

of this nation’s diversity. The demand
for inclusion and representation is not
yesterday’s news.”
Issues of economic, political and
educational equality are bedrock for
the NAACP. Brock also hit issues of
health disparities including childhood
obesity, the HIV/AIDS crisis and substandard health care, which has also
been a long-time concern of the 102year-old civil rights organization.
“America’s health insurance
system is keeping far too many people
from accessing our advanced health
care system. President Obama and his
administration made significant
progress last year with the passage of
the Affordable Care Act but even these
advances are now under attack.”
NAACP President Benjamin
Todd Jealous, now 38, was to address
the crowd Monday. Jealous also made
history in 2008 as the youngest
president elected to serve the organization. To roaring applause, Brock closed
with a poetic reframe, promising that
the new generation leadership has not
and will not lapse in its courage:
“This generation who sits in the
board room when our parents sat in
the mailroom; This generation who
sleeps in hotel suites when our parents
merely swept the streets! This generation who drives Bentleys, Porsches,
Mercedes and Jags, when their parents
had nothing but filthy rags. Courage
will not skip this generation! If you
remember nothing else, remember
this - The future is calling - And with
courage, the NAACP will answer!”

Zero Tolerance Discipline Policies:
A Failing Idea
BY MARIAN
WRIGHT
EDELMAN
Many school
children in America
are on summer break right now, but
here’s a pop quiz about discipline
policies in our nation’s schools that’s
just for grownups:
Would you suspend a student from
school for four months for sharpening
his pencil without permission and
giving the teacher a “threatening” look
when asked to sit down?
Would you expel a student from
school for the rest of a school year for
poking another student with a ballpoint
pen during an exam?
Would you expel a student from
school permanently because her possession of an antibiotic violated your
school’s zero-tolerance drug policy?
Would you call the police,
handcuff, and then expel a student who
started a snowball fight on school
grounds?
If you answered ‘no’ to any of
these questions because they sounded
too unfair to be the result of an actual
policy, give yourself a failing grade.
All four are real examples of zero
tolerance school discipline policies in
Massachusetts—and
there
are
thousands of stories like these throughout that state and across the country.
Suspended and expelled students are at
greater risk of dropping out of school
and dropping into the prison pipeline,
and using automatic suspensions and

expulsions for minor infractions often
has a major negative effect on a child’s
entire future.
New research analyzing the data
from the 2009 – 2010 school years in
Massachusetts found nearly 60,000
school expulsions and suspensions.
Just over half of them were for “unassigned offenses” – nonviolent, noncriminal offenses, which can include
behavioral issues such as swearing,
talking back to a teacher, and truancy.
(I’ve never understood why you
suspend or expel children for not
coming to school rather than finding
out why!) Of the approximately
30,000 “unassigned offenses,” twothirds received out of school suspension, resulting in 57,000 lost days of
school.
What’s more, because
Massachusetts schools aren’t currently
required to report “unassigned
offenses” resulting in exclusions of 10
days or less for regular education
students, the estimated actual number
of disciplinary exclusions is likely at
least two to three times the 60,000
reported.
Jen Vorse Wilka, a student at
Harvard University’s Kennedy School
of Government, found these startling
statistics when she studied zero
tolerance discipline policies in
Massachusetts as part of her master’s
degree program. Her final report,
“Dismantling the Cradle to Prison
Pipeline: Analyzing Zero Tolerance
School Discipline Policies and
Identifying Strategic Opportunities for
Intervention,” received an award from

the school’s faculty and sheds new
light on the need to address these
harmful policies.
Added together, the tens of
thousands of suspensions—many for
minor infractions—have an enormous
negative impact. As Wilka explains,
“Children start down the path to prison
in both jarring and subtle ways. It’s
not just the teenager who ends up
behind bars; it’s also the child who is
suspended for disruptive behavior,
misses a few days of school, and
begins to feel disconnected. The more
disconnected he becomes, the more he
acts out in class. This cycle repeats.
National research suggests that this
child is three times more likely to drop
out of school by 10th grade than a
student who has never been
suspended; and dropping out triples the
likelihood this child will end up incarcerated later in life. It is this indirect
pipeline that can be addressed by
implementing
more
nuanced
approaches to school discipline,
helping students stay in school—and
out of prison.”
This report bolsters the work
Massachusetts community leaders and
advocates are already doing to take
action against harsh one-size-fits-all
policies and call for more balanced
approaches. Right now, Massachusetts
Advocates for Children (MAC) and the
Education Law Task Force are championing two pieces of legislation to
reduce school exclusion for disciplinary
reasons and, by doing so, reduce school
dropouts; improve access to education

among students excluded from school;
and require the state’s Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
to review and respond to school
exclusion data. The Children’s Defense
Fund has endorsed both bills. MAC
also is championing a new bill to ensure
schools have the supports and tools they
need to become safe, supportive
learning environments that result in far
fewer school exclusions. If successful,
these pieces of legislation could
become a model for effectively curbing
these policies’negative impact.
All of this work has special implications in Massachusetts because that
state spends six times more per
prisoner than per public school pupil—
a greater disparity than in any other
state. The most recent data show that
in 2007 Massachusetts spent $78,580
per prisoner and only $12,857 per
pupil. That’s a pretty dumb investment policy. Sound fiscal policy
means investing in early childhood
development and education especially
in these economic hard times.
Intervening early not only saves lives
and futures, it saves money. Zero
tolerance discipline policies aren’t
helping the children who need intervention the most at all. Instead, they are
excluding thousands of students from
school every year—including many
students who most need to be in
class—and making those children
even more likely to end up trapped in
the destructive, expensive prison
pipeline. These kinds of policies
deserve a failing grade and correction.

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed
in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

The Weekly Challenger
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year
SINGLE COPY
50 cents
ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your paper
during delivery, phone (727) 896-2922

DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger
no later than 4 p.m. Monday

COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice
or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may
be edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions become
the sole property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the right to run
all or part of any submission at a later time.
Some submissions may take precedence due to
timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 43 • Number 50
Published Thursday, August 11, 2011
14 pages • 2 sections
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

What are your opinions on The Weekly Challenger?

Please feel free to let us know.

Call (727) 896-2922 or Email
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or Write to:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.,
Suite F, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

THE WEEKLYCHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST11, 2011

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Bridging The Achievement Gap
Community Spotlight
LARGO - Driven by the
need to help students succeed
and the significant gap between
the achievement levels of
blacks and non-black students,
James and Gwen Feazell began
the Bridging the achievement
Gap programin 2003to tutor
students on FCATskills.
Together they started with just
nine neighborhood kids giving
them free tutoring in math and
homework.The program has
now grown into a partnership
with local Pinellas County
schools and created the
“Bridging the Achievement
Gap” program.The program
has since grown to serve over
250 students.Students from

most Pinellas Countyhigh
schoolsreceive free tutoring,
peer mediation and group counseling, leadership skills, and
post-high school planning.
Bridging the Achievement
Gap is a non-profit organization
dedicated to helping middle and
high school aged students in
becoming more accomplished
students and learners.The
BTAG teachers and staff
provide free tutoring, SAT,
ACTand FCATpreparations, as
well as supportive educational
services for its participants.
A banquet will be held at
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church in Largo onThursday,
Aug. 18, at 6 p.m. to help raise

funds for the support of this
invaluable program. Tickets for
the banquet are $25, which
includes a delicious meal and a
program featuring student testimonials, program information
and entertainment.
General information about
the Bridging the Achievement
Gap Program can be found at
www.bridgingtheachievementgap.org. For more information
regarding the banquet, to order
tickets, or for more information
on how to support this program,
p l eas e co n t act J am es o r
Gwen Feazell at 727-204-5780
o r 7 2 7 -5 0 1 -5 5 1 7 . E m ai l :
james@bridgingtheachievementgap.org

American Business
Women’s Association
Holds Membership Meeting
ST. PETERSBURG Professional Business Divas
Ch a p ter of the Ame rica n
Business Women’s Association
(A B W A ) invite business
women throughout the
community to attend a
Networking business meeting at
th e M ar r iott Hotel, 12600
Roosevelt Blvd. N., St
Petersburg, Wednesday, Aug. 17
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This
m e e t ing allows attende es,
within a brief span of time, to
network and exchange ideas and
referrals and to learn more
about ABWA.
The economy is such where

SCHOOL

continued from front page
don’t appreciate their punitive
nature, but they do tell
educators something. We can’t
blame a student’s lack of FCAT
scores on the school or the test
alone. The bigger issue is that
the child isn’t reading at the
level expected. Let’s keep that
in perspective and do whatever
necessary to move that child
forward. Teachers and school
administrators work hard to do
what they can to move children
forward, but help must also
come from home. Do work with
that student. If you don’t know
how, then swallow your pride
and have the teacher teach you
both. Anything to help the
student right? That example, in
and of itself, shows that student
about not giving up, asking for

members really want a lighthearted, yet impactful way to
tap into resources and to share
leads and opportunities with the
community at large. “We are
excited to share the many new
benefits of ABWAmembership,
such as its Women’s
Instructional Network (WIN).
Our group expects our networking meeting to draw a sizeable
crowd of professional women,”
Storer expressed.
The event will feature Julie
Ann Zolfo, professional development consultant, who will
speak on how to “ Reboot &
Revive; Becoming More

Productive; Less Stressed &
Abundantly Fulfilled.” This will
be a very inspiring talk to all
b u s i n es s wo m en o f d i v ers e
occupations and backgrounds.
ABWAwas founded in
1949 and provides business
training and networking opportunities for women of diverse
occupations and backgrounds.
ABWAhas dedicated 60 years
to women’s education,
workplace skills and career
development training.
RSVPby calling Jeannine
Storer, not later than Friday,
Aug.12 727-572-1224 or email
rdsjs@verizon.net.

help and what it is to be serious
about your learning.
- I know I said a lot but it’s
on my spirit. But this will be my
last one. We have to READ,
READ, READ, READ, READ,
READ, READ, READ, and
READ with our children. Even
better, we don’t have to buy
books; we can borrow them
from the Public Library. TV
doesn’t cut it. Have a child read
a receipt from the store, the
labels on a box, the food sign
adorning the streets, a book with
lots of pictures, a book that can
challenge them, and a nonfiction book that will place their
mind in reality. It has to be a
joint effort from both school and
community.
We can do it. We really have
no other choice. Our future
depends on it. Let’s get serious
about our students’future.

Today. Resources are available
through the school systems and
available online. Go to the
public library if you don’t have
a computer. Our children can’t
take more excuses. They’re still
children and we still have to
train them up in the way they
should go, versus the world. We
can’t complain about our
children being lost and not do
anything about it.
Personally, I know this
2011-2012 school year will be
hard, but worth it. Frustrating
b u t n eces s ary . T o u g h b u t
rewarding. I will do all that I can
for my students and all teachers
will do the same. What are you
going to do?
Mrs. Johnson, Ms. Speights
and the entire staff of The
Weekly Challenger look forward
to working with you and your
child’s school this year.

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Students Welcome
New School Term
be serious this whole
Whether they
year and next year too.
are in elementary
Guinn is a junior.
school, muddle
Kimani Flemming is
school, or high
a defensive end on the
school, all of the
Northeast Vikings
students interfootball team. As a
viewed by The
senior, he says that he
Weekly Challenger
just wants a good
this week had the
season. “I have to work
same thing to say
Left to right, DeAndre Guinn, Kimani
hard this year to stay at
about school: They
Flemming,Rayshard Adams,Brianna
3.0 or above. I plan to
are all ready to
Owens and Demetrius Sullivan
keep up with all assignreturn to the
classroom! Some are ready to begin studying ments and stay on the honor roll. My favorite
again. Others are ready to see who their class is history, especially American History,
teachers will be, get their practice schedule but that is a class for juniors, which was last
for sports, or learn the layout of the new year for me. I was in an automotive program
school. Some are just ready to spend times last year also. That class allowed me to help
with friends they could not see during the keep the family cars going. I really just want
summer. Not one student had anything to do well and be a good example for my little
negative to say about school. They all enjoy sister. I plan to go to Florida State University
school and are looking forward to the first day next summer,” Flemming related.
Dixie Hollins High School senior,
of the new school term, Aug. 22.
Second grader, Layla Frazier, who attends Brianna Owens wants to get back to playing
Maximo Elementary School, likes to read and basketball. Aknee injury required surgery
draw. “I miss school! I want to see my friends this summer, so she is anxious to see how
and find out who my teacher is this year,” she much playing time she can stand. In addition,
there is the chance that she could be named
said.
Leandre Millhouse sees nothing as team captain. With a GPAclose to 3.7, Owens
exciting as going to school. To her, being says “It is important to get class work done so
away from school is boring, so she is happy to that I can enjoy the senior privileges. I plan to
return. She is looking forward to math and art be a role model for other students, especially
classes this term and the opportunity to “earn the new ones. I am working on a part-time job
more A’s.” During the summer, she spent a lot to get a car, but doing what is needed so that
of time with her grandmother, went to camp, I can walk across the stage to get my diploma
and saw her friends. “I had planned to learn to is most important to me.”
Rayshard Adams said that he is looking
knit this summer, but I didn’t have enough
forward to seeing his friends, and teachers,
time,” said Millhouse.
The high school students were busy with going to class, learning, and making good
jobs or traveling to visit relatives this summer. grades. “I love going to school,” Adams
Rufus Lewis had a job for the summer, but he stated, “Everything I do this year will be
managed to go bowling, go to the movies with getting me ready to go to college. I have
his siblings and read the books on the summer passed the ACTcollege entrance test, but I
reading list that he was given to get himself have not yet completed the application
prepared for advanced placement and dual- process for all the colleges that interest me.
enrollment classes this fall. He is excited Seeing the guidance counselor is on my “to
about being a junior this year and the possibil- do” list. During the summer or during the
ity of becoming a company commander in the school year I enjoy hanging out with friends
ROTC program at Gibbs. He also plans to and family. He attends St. Pete H.S.
Another Gibbs student, Demetrious
join a math club and raise his GPA. “Right
now, it is good at 3.34, but I want it to be Sullivan said that he made the honor roll
higher. I want to go to the University of South every grading period last year, and he wants to
Florida for criminal justice, math, and see if he can do the same this year, “This will
be my senior year, and I am looking forward
business,” explained Lewis.
DeAndre Guinn, another Gibbs student, to doing some new things. I have gotten
enjoyed going to Miami to visit with family involved with making videos, I will be on the
during the summer. For the new school term, yearbook staff, and I am a member of the
he looks forward to a new start. He plans to Campus Crew, the group that looks out for
make better grades this year. “I have to start freshmen students. I want to study theatre
planning for my future. I also want to meet production, so I am planning to attend Florida
new people, try new things, and play some A. & M. University after graduation.
To these students and all of the students in
sports. Now that I know what I want to do
with my life, I need to get ready for college. I Pinellas and surrounding counties, the Weekly
want to study sports medicine or become a Challenger staff wishes each of you the most
lawyer. There is no more time to play. I must successful school year ever.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay
BLACK
HISTORY
HELLO
SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Tampa Heights Holds
Community Ground Breaking
On Saturday July 23, The Tampa Heights Junior
and Senior Civic Associations and Tampa Heights
Stewardship Team partnered with Tampa Garden
Club, 100 Black Men of Tampa Bay, the University of
Tampa, and the Metropolitan Ministries to hold a
community garden ground breaking. The garden is
located on the Tampa Heights Greenway at 605 E
Frances Avenue, and it is the result of a unique collaboration of county, city, and community organizations.
The ground breaking was a celebration of a successful
completion of a three year collaborative effort
between the Florida Department of Transportation,
the City of Tampa and Tampa Heights Civic
Association. Kitty Wallace, Tampa Garden Club, said
that it was not an easy process tackling city council,
but they got the job done.
Lisa Montelione, Tampa City Council, compared
the council process to growing a garden. “Plant
something and then you have to wait for what seems
like an endless timeframe. But if you are patient and
wait, things will begin to sprout and grow”. Ana
Mendez from the Metropolitan Ministries said, “On
average, the Metropolitan Ministries program feeds
2200 people per day, and this garden is going to be
very valuable.”
Lynn Barber from the FL Extension office
presented one of the workshops informing attendees of
how to conserve water, prepare compost, and use rain
barrels. Attendees were given certificates entitling
them to such free things as barrels, meters, and

watering devices.
The butterfly garden workshop was also a major
hit, with attendees being able to leave with a plant to
begin their personal gardens. Eleven year old Theontae
Walton, from the youth development division, was
extremely excited about what she was learning and
about getting the butterfly garden started. She was also
given the honor of representing the youth organization
as a speaker. Having completed Graham Elementary
School, she will be attending Stuart Middle Magnet in
the fall.
Lena Young Green, president of the Tampa
Heights Jr. Civic Association and a main agent in the
effort of uniting all of the programs and agencies, was
very pleased that the day had arrived. To her, it was
interesting to see that people were breaking ground and
actually claiming their garden spots. Individual and
communal spots were available.

Great-Grandmother Earns
Her Masters Degree
TALLAHASSEE - In August
2008, Juanita Isom, 69, was encouraged by her daughter, Leesa, to go
back to school and stay there until
she attained her master’s degree in
history. After the death of her
daughter, just two months later, Isom
earned her bachelor’s degree from
Southern University. Then, she was
on her way to earning her master’s
degree from Florida A. & M.
University (FAMU) in history, a
field she and her daughter both
loved.
“When we started this, Leesa
said, ‘Mama, don’t quit! Promise me
that you will keep going’,” said
Isom. “We weren’t thinking
anything was going to happen to her.
After she passed away, I could have
done a lot of things, but I didn’t. I had
to keep my promise to her. She told
me to go as far as I could go.”
On August 5, more than 450
candidates walked across the stage
in the FAMU Alfred Lawson, Jr.
Multipurpose Center and Teaching
Gymnasium during FAMU’s 2011
Summer Commencement
Ceremony. Isom has kept the
promise she made to Leesa by

earning her master’s degree in
history.
The mother of four was born in
Tampa, FL. “It was at the age of 11,”
she said, “when education really
took a front seat in my life”. Isom’s
foster parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Charles Monford, were two of her
biggest inspirations. In the early
1960s, she and her husband moved
to New Orleans, LA, where she
worked as a nurse for 35 years.
“My family has always stressed
education and that you are never too
old to achieve your goals,” Isom
said. “When I was a little girl, I
wanted to be a nurse. My grandmother was a diabetic and I would
love to give her shots and take care
of her. As I went on, history grew on
me.”
Isom, who interned with the
Meek-Eaton Southeastern Regional
Black Archives Research Center and
Museum, said she has met some
great people during her years at the
university. From her church family,
to the teachers and the students, she
thanks the historically black institution for its friendly atmosphere. She
added that the young people seemed

to be drawn to her and would ask
questions about morals, principles
Photograph courtesy of Ersula Odom
and seek advice on a number of
things.
“The students were very nice
and respectful. I was sitting outside
Tucker Hall one day and a group of
young boys walked by. One had
used a little profanity. After he and
his friends saw me, he came over
and apologized and hugged me. He
said, ‘I am so sorry; I will do better.’”
Isom plans to go back to New
Orleans “to rest and recuperate for
awhile.” Following that, she hopes
to work part time in archival and
museum management.
In her spare time, she enjoys
reading books by Helen Steiner
Rice, sewing and restoring antiques.
For those who do not believe that
college may be right for them, Isom
suggests they just give it a try. “They
should give it their all. Once they do
that, they will know if that is what
they need to be doing. Education is
the key for African-American
children. They need to keep going as
far as they can. If they are not
educated, then they are not going to
make it,” explained Isom.

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: explorepahistory.com

HARRY E.
JOHNSON, SR.
Harry E. Johnson Sr., an
attorney in Houston, is the
president of the Washington,
D.C. Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Memorial Project,
Inc., which is constructing the
first memorial on the National
Mall to honor an AfricanAmerican. Johnson earned the
bachelor’s degree in political
science at Xavier University of
New Orleans. He completed
graduate studies in public
administration at Washington
University in St. Louis and
earned the doctor of jurisprudence from Thurgood Marshall
School of Law in Houston.
From 2001 to 2004,
Johnson served as the national
(general) president of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., an organization of more than 175,000
college-educated men. He
spearheaded such innovative
programs as the value-added
services program, which
allowed fraternity members to
receive discounts on goods and
services from participating
vendors while, at the same time,
creating a new revenue stream
for the fraternity.
Johnson also created an
Economic Development
Foundation for the fraternity.
Through this program, the fraternity made an unprecedented,
$30-million deal with Church’s
Chicken (AFC) that allows its
members to develop up to 50
Church’s Chicken restaurants in
urban areas across the country.
The focus on economic empowerment and job creation
continued as Johnson worked to
bring on another partner,
Dominoes Pizza.
Other accomplishments
include: the creation of a
Political Action Committee—
chaired by the Honorable Marc
Morial, the former mayor of
New Orleans; the extension of
the role and membership of
Alpha Phi Alpha’s Think Tank
(World Policy Council); adding
new members Cornell West and
Congressman Ronald Dellums
(Ret. Calif.); and the addition of

a lecture series on tolerance and
a focus on the issue of HIV
infections and AIDS to The
World Policy Council’s role.
Under Johnson’s leadership,
Alpha Phi Alpha provided the
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
America organization with
more African American role
models than ever before in its
100-year history. Johnson’s
vision of growth led Big
Brothers Big Sisters to elect him
to its national board. He also is a
member of the national board of
One Hundred Black Men
Among Johnson’s professional affiliations are the
National Bar Association,
American Bar Association,
NAACP and Boy Scouts of
American. Texas Governor
Rick Perry also appointed
Johnson to the Texas Southern
University Board of Regents.

LONNIE G. JOHNSON
For years, Lonnie G.
Johnson has been inventing
thermodynamics systems for
NASA and other organizations;
but he has won his greatest fame
for re-inventing the squirt gun.
Johnson capped a childhood
of tinkering with appliances in
his senior year of high school,
when he won a national
inventing competition for
“Linex,” a remote-control robot
he had built out of junkyard
scraps. He went on to more
formal training at Tuskegee
University, where he earned
first a B.S. in Mechanical
Engineering (1972) and then an
M.S. in Nuclear Engineering
(1974).
Soon thereafter, Johnson
joined the U.S. Air Force, where
he became an Advanced Space
Systems Requirements Officer
at the headquarters of the
Strategic Air Command in
Omaha,
Nebraska.
After
directing many projects and
earning several decorations, as
well as a Nomination for
Astronaut Training, Johnson
moved on to NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in
California. There, he helped

develop thermodynamic and
controls systems for space
projects, including awardwinning work for the Galileo
Jupiter probe and the Mars
Observer project; his crowning
achievement at JPL was the
Johnson Tube, a CFC-free
refrigeration system with a
hydraulic heat pump, which
later earned Johnson his seventh
patent.
In 1985, he founded his own
co m p a n y, l a t e r r e n a m e d
Johnson Research and
Development. Johnson had first
conceived his most famous
invention in 1982. When a
homemade nozzle at his
bathroom sink shot a spray of
water across the room, Johnson
resolved to invent the world’s
first high-performance, pressurized water gun.
With
partner,
Bruce
D’Andrade, Johnson finally
created a workable prototype of
the now famous SuperSoaker®
in 1989. They filed for a joint
patent (granted 1991) and found
a manufacturer, Larami Corp.
(now a subsidiary of Hasbro,
Inc.). The SuperSoaker® uses
an air pump to pressurize its
water supply, allowing for
tremendous
distance
and
accuracy in water-marksmanship. Those unfamiliar with this
product cannot appreciate its
popularity: since 1990, over 40
million SuperSoakers® have
generated over $200 million in
sales; today, dozens of websites
are devoted to them.
Meanwhile, Johnson has
earned over 40 patents, and
continues to invent in the realms
of thermo- and fluid dynamics
as well as toys. Lonnie Johnson
has won numerous honors for
his success in inventing and
entrepreneurship,
and
his
constant encouragement of
young people to invent. He is a
legendary businessman and
public figure in his hometown
of Marietta, GA, whose Mayor
declared February 25, 1994
“Lonnie G. Johnson Day” in his
honor and, thanks to the
SuperSoaker®, he is a hero to
kids nationwide.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
State Approved Tutoring Vendor
Imagines Success For Community’s Kids
ST. PETERSBURG - When
you talk about our community,
Ernest McDonald lights up.
When you talk about passion and
compassion for the community,
he gets engaged. When you talk
about children, and the current
state of things in education, you
have his undivided attention
and have hence “pushed his
button” on the topic that drives
him every day.
You see, this father of three
young daughters is about his
business, and his business is
education. Having graduated
from the University of South
Florida just a few years ago,
McDonald went to work in
corporate America as an accountant. He thought he liked his job
until his inner voice got the best
of him. He is a people person and
he says, “I just couldn’t do it
anymore. Long hours of isolation
simply crunching numbers were

not conducive to my personality.
I had to get out.” When he did, he
says he found his true calling.
A scholar in math, a friend
suggested that he explore
becoming an adjunct at St.
Petersburg College. He did and it
opened up a whole new world.
He started to teach and continued
to tutor students as he had been
doing for the past several years.
Another opportunity was discovered when someone mentioned
Supplemental Education Service
(SES) as a business opportunity.
SES partners with state approved
tutoring vendors to provide
contract tutoring services for the
state of Florida, working with
schools that have not met
adequate yearly progress for two
years in a row. Thinking about
the need in Pinellas County,
McDonald decided to go for it
and form his own tutoring
company;
hence
Imagine

Moving Forward Learning
Services Corp. (IMF) was born.
Now McDonald is a competitor
in Pinellas to be the tutor of
choice for parents in Title 1
schools, grades K-5. As part of
the 2001 No Child Left Behind
educational initiative, parents are
sent or mailed a packet by the
first or second week of school,
and if their child qualifies, they
can receive free tutoring after
school or during. McDonald is
hoping that this year parents will
select IMF as their first choice
because he has a staff of professional tutors on hand that are just
as concerned with students
improving their grades and
FCAT scores, and alleviating the
stress and frustration that many
of our community’s students and
parents deal with just to get their
homework done.
You may see McDonald and
his staff over the next couple of

Courtesy of

Ernest McDonald

weeks out canvassing and talking
to parents to make them aware of
his company’s services. He
wants you to make Imagine
Moving Forward your choice.
You’ll know who he is right
away - yes, definitely by his
USF ball cap; but mainly you’ll
recognize his passion and
concern.

Speak Up Speak Now!
Opening Reception Sunday, August 14, 2011, 2 p.m.
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Florida Holocaust Museum is
proud to present the 2011
Speak Up Speak Now!
student art exhibition. This is
the third year that the exhibit,
featuring art created during
the
summer
community
outreach program, will be on
view. The art is created in a
variety of media (drawing,
mosaic, etc.) by middle
school age children who
attended the 2011 summer
outreach program – Speak Up
Speak Now! Art is one of the
vehicles used to elicit
response from the children
after they’ve learned about

becoming “upstanders” in
their communities.
Speak Up Speak Now! was
designed in 2009 for students
between the ages of 13-15 to
raise awareness about the consequences of intolerance and
being a silent witness.
Spea k Up S p eak No w!
encourages students to speak out
against violence, including
bullying and gang activity as
well as other criminal activity.
Participating youth learn how
intolerant words and attitudes
lead to intolerant actions and
violence and are encouraged to
choose other paths.
Speak Up Speak Now! was

approved in 2009 as an
“Overlay
Program”
by
Coordinated Child Care of
Pinellas County (CCC). Overlay
programs are offered to youth
organizations to offer to their
youth summer participants. This
year, SUSN! is being conducted
at four such organizations with
plans for future expansion.
Speak Up Speak Now! is
supported in part by
Co o rd i n at ed C h i l d care o f
Pi n el l as , R ay s B as eb al l
Foundation, Bank of America
Foundation, and the St.
Petersburg Police Forfeiture
Grant Fund, Florida Department
of Education, Florida

Department of State, and Publix
Super Markets Charities.
Admission to the Florida
Holocaust Museum (FHM) is
$14 for adults; discounted
admission is offered to seniors,
students, adult and student
groups and AAA members.
Admission is free to active duty
Military, FHM members and
children six and under.
Museum hours are 10 a.m. – 5
p.m., Mon. through Sun.; the
last admission is 3:30 pm.
Please call 727-820-0100, or
visit the Museum’s web-site,
www.flholocaustmuseum.org,
for directions and further details
including holiday closure

Supervisor Of Elections Mailing Domestic
Ballots For St. Petersburg Primary
CLEARWATER - Pinellas
County Supervisor of
a h C la
lark
El e c t ions D ebor ah
rk
mailed 7,217 ballots to
domestic voters July 26 for the
Aug. 30 St. Petersburg
Primary Election as follows:
Pinellas Military: 21; Other
Domestic: 7,196
Fifty-seven ballots have
been mailed to absent military
and overseas voters to date.
tersburg
In the St. Pe te
rsburg

P rima ry, onl
only
Primary,
y reg i s t ered
voters in District 1 are eligible
to vote in this single-member
council race. The two candidates receiving the most votes
will advance to the St.
Petersburg General Election,
which will also include
Districts 3, 5 and 7 council
races. All district council races
are elected at-large in the
General Election.
Domestic v o t ers are

civilian voters residing within
the United States and activeduty military voters residing in
Pinellas
County.
Absent
military and overseas voters
i n cl u d e al l act i v e-d u t y
military, their spouses and
dependents, currently absent
from their places of residence;
and civilians who are U.S.
citizens residing outside the
United States.
Additional mail ballot

Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Tuesday, Aug. 16 - The League of Women Voters will host
the city’s official Primary Candidate Forum in City Hall
Council Chamber, 175 Fifth St. N. at 7 p.m. Only the three
candidates from District One will be participating, as
District One is the only Council race that will appear on the
August 30 primary ballot. The general election will be held
November 8. The public is invited to attend the forum or
watch live on StPeteTV or on the Web at www.stpete.org
Thursday - Sunday, Aug. 25-28 - The G.H.S. Class of
1951 is planning their 60th Class Reunion at The Dolphin
Beach Resort. They would like to invite all classes of
G.H.S, especially ’52, ’53 and ’54. For more information
contact the following individuals: Johnny Welch at 8940511 or Mary Holland at 867-7738.
Saturday, Aug. 27 - Homeowners struggling with
mortgage problems and facing possible foreclosure are
invited to a free Foreclosure Forum from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at the St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N.
Presented by the St. Pete Bar and the city, this free information session is designed to answer questions homeowners have about the foreclosure process. Lenders and
legal experts will be on hand to provide on-the-spot assistance. Act now before it’s too late. For information and
assistance, visit www.residentialmortgageforeclosure.com
Satuday, Sept. 24 - Mark your calendar as St.
Petersburg’s cultural institutions open their doors for
visitors and offer free admission during one day in
September from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Participating museums
include the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum, Florida Holocaust Museum, Museum of Fine
Arts, St. Petersburg Museum of History and the Dali
Museum. Other venues that offer special events, gift shop
discounts and more include Florida Craftsment, Cakewalk
Artists’ Coop, The Royal Theater Boys & Girls Club, the
Morean Arts Center, Creative Clay, Pier Aquarium and
Progress Energy Center for the Arts’ Mahaffey Theater.
Also included are Downtown Walking Tours at 10 a.m. and
noon, offered by St. Petersburg Preservation. Park
downtown and ride the Looper to most locations for just
25 cents. For information, visit www.stpete.org/artsalive.

requests will be fulfilled daily
as received. To request a mail
ballot, visit www.votepinellas.com, call 727-464-VOTE
(464-8683), or email
absentee@votepinellas.com.
Daily ballot requests and
ballot mailing updates are
posted to the Supervisor of
E l e c t i o n s We b s i t e ,
www.votepinellas.com, under
the Current Elections tab.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Neal Ready To Fill Void
On Packers’ Defensive Line

Mike Neal

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) - A
forced fumble one week, a quarterback sack the next.
Mike Neal gave the Green Bay
Packers a glimpse of a disruptive
player on the defensive line before
his rookie season ended abruptly
because of a shoulder injury.
“You saw some of the signs of
what he could do,” Packers
defensive line coach Mike Trgovac
recalled this week.
But the extent of his productivity for the Packers started and
stopped with the only two games
he played in 2010. He tore the
rotator cuff and labrum in his right
shoulder in early October and had
season-ending surgery before the
end of the month.
“When you get hurt your
rookie year with high expectations
and they give you all of this money
and then you can’t contribute to the
team, you go through so many
emotions from depression to
beating up yourself and everybody
trying to tell you, `Well, it’s not

your fault,’ and you feel like it’s
your fault,” Neal said.
Healthy and motivated this
preseason, Neal is battling to
replace Cullen Jenkins, who left
the team in free agency, as a
playmaker on the defensive line.
The team’s 2010 second-round
draft pick says the disappointment
he felt last season when he was
sidelined during the Packers’ run to
the Super Bowl title has him
feeling like he has something to
prove and a job to win all over
again.
“I’m hungry,” Neal said. “I
feel like I’m an undrafted free
agent.”
Neal spent the last 31/2 months
of Green Bay’s season on injured
reserve.
“My whole last year is erased.
I don’t even want to remember
that,” Neal said. “Honestly, I’m
happy that we won the Super
Bowl; I would never put that on the
back burner. But I don’t remember
none of it.”
A rejuvenated Neal spent the
offseason intensely working out to
regain the brute strength he once
had in his surgically repaired
shoulder.
Barred from entering the
team’s facilities because of the
long work stoppage, Neal split
time between sports performance
centers in Tampa, Fla., and Green
Bay. And Neal, who gained a reputation in college at Purdue as a
workout warrior who benchpressed as much as 500 pounds,

rarely took a break from his
workouts.
“I went crazy, man,” Neal said.
“It’s just me. That’s just what I like
to do. I’m not a person that likes to
take vacations. I like to work.”
Neal reported to training camp
last week a little lighter than he’s
accustomed. But he expects to be
stout enough at 295 pounds to
withstand the rigors of playing
defensive end and still has the
burst about which his coaches
rave.
After easing him in the first
few days of training camp, the
Packers cleared Neal to participate
in team drills Thursday night for
the first time. The coaches are
tempering their expectations for
Neal until they see him play at full
strength on a consistent basis.
“He shows what he is,”
Trgovac said afterward. “He’s a
strong kid. He’s got quick feet.
He’s got good movement. I’m sure
he was a little bit rusty on some of
his techniques. I’m not sure he’s
throwing that right arm as much
he’s throwing the left, but that’s
understandable. He’s probably
testing it out as it went along.”
Neal missed the first three
games of last season with an
abdomen injury. He made his pro
debut Oct. 3 at home against
Detroit, forcing a fumble by Jahvid
Best in Lions territory to set up a
Packers touchdown in a close
victory. The following week, Neal
sacked Washington quarterback
Donovan McNabb but later left the

overtime game Green Bay lost
with the bum shoulder.
Neal would appear to be the
logical choice to replace Jenkins
after the veteran pass rusher signed
a five-year deal with the
Philadelphia Eagles last week, but
Trgovac said the competition was
wide open. Two other young
players, C.J. Wilson and Jarius
Wynn, also are drawing consideration.
“There’s no doubt about it that
Cullen was a great player and will
continue to be,” third-year star
linebacker Clay Matthews said.
“But it’s time for these young guys
to step up now, just as they
expected me to do when I came
in.” NOTES: OL T.J. Lang
rejoined the team Friday after
being excused for a day. Lang’s
girlfriend, Laura Ford, gave birth
to the couple’s son, John Joseph
Lang, on Thursday night in
suburban Detroit. Some of Green
Bay’s offensive linemen had fun
with Lang in welcoming him back.
They hung pink wrapping paper
over his Lambeau Field locker,
which was filled with pink
balloons that had words of
“Congratulations” and “It’s A
Girl.” “That’s pretty funny,’’ Lang
said. “These guys, you never know
what they’re going to do.” The
Packers will hold their Family
Night practice at Lambeau on
Saturday, the first stadium appearance for the team since its Super
Bowl celebration Feb. 8.

The Will Muschamp Era Begins At Florida

Will Muschamp

GAINESVILLE (AP) - The
Will Muschamp era at Florida
began Saturday with little fanfare
but a lot of uncertainty.
Florida opened pre-season
practice with uneventful separate
morning and evening workouts
for the veterans and freshmen. It
was little more than a get-yourfeet-wet session, so Muschamp
still has a long list of questions he
has to answer in the 28 days
before the season opener against
Florida Atlantic on Sept. 3 at
Florida Field.
“It went okay,” Muschamp
said.
“Everybody’s
excited.
Pleased with their first day, but

it’s the first day.”
Now the Gators can get to
work on resolving the issues at
quarterback, receiver, offensive
line, and the pass rush. If they
don’t, Muschamp will have a hard
time bettering last season’s 8-5
record.
Redshirt senior quarterback
John Brantley is coming off a disappointing first season as a starter.
He threw nine touchdown passes
and 10 interceptions - including
three touchdown passes and nine
interceptions in the final nine
games and is the first UF player to
lead the team in passing but throw
more interceptions than touchdowns since Kyle Morris in 1988.
Offensive coordinator Charlie
Weis’ first job is to repair
Brantley’s confidence, which was
pretty low by the time the season
ended with a victory over Penn
State in the Outback Bowl.
Despite a sub-par spring game he
completed 4 of 14 passes for 45
yards - Brantley said he feels
more self-assured than he has in a
while.
“My confidence is a lot higher

now since when the coaches
arrived,” Brantley said. “When
the new coaching staff got here, it
was all new to me. Now that I
have spring football under my
belt and have had all summer to
study the playbook, I think as a
team we’re ready to go.”
Florida still has to develop
depth along an offensive line that
has just 11 players on scholarship.
The projected starting lineup has
only a combined 20 career starts.
“We need to get five guys
playing
well
together,”
Muschamp said. “And you’d like
to build that number to seven,
eight, nine, ten guys if you can.”
The Gators also have to find a
playmaker at receiver. The depth
chart is a jumbled mess.
Muschamp said redshirt junior
Frankie Hammond, Jr., has been
the Gators’ most consistent
receiver and redshirt senior
Deonte
Thompson
and
sophomore Quinton Dunbar have
been the best deep threats since
the spring.
But entering the season it’s
possibly the most unimpressive

group of receivers the team has
had in the last 20 years.
“Everybody wants to be that
go-to guy and right now all of us
are out there working and
grinding,” said Hammond, who’s
26 career catches is third on the
roster behind Thompson (42) and
redshirt junior Omarius Hines
(34). “Going into camp, nothing
is set in stone and that makes
everybody want to go harder and
give that extra effort to be that
guy.”
Florida had to find a couple of
guys to rush the passer. The
Gators had just 20 sacks last
season, the fewest since the
school began keeping that stat in
1978. The projected top five
defensive ends have a total of five
career sacks.
“You have to go earn your
scholarship and affect the quarterback,” Muschamp said. “We’re a
little skinny there as far as depth
is concerned. Consistency is key.
You can’t have a good day and
then have a bad day rushing the
passer. You do that in this league
and you’re going to lose.”

Browns’ New
Punter Gets
Welcome Day Off
BEREA, Ohio (AP) New Cleveland Browns
punter Richmond McGee
finally
settled
down
Sunday.
Sort of.
The Browns were off,
and McGee needed the
breather.
“It’s been a wild few
days, but I wouldn’t want it
any other way,” McGee
said.
He didn’t plan on
resting much anyway,
utilizing every minute he
could get to put his personal
life back into some
semblance of order.
McGee’s world was
turned topsy-turvy when
the Chicago Bears released
him Monday. He went back
to his job as a stock trader
the next day in Austin,
Texas, and was there for a
few hours when his
fortunes turned again after
Browns punter Reggie
Hodges was lost for the
season with an Achilles’
tendon injury.
“I got a call at 4 p.m.
and was on a plane to
Cleveland at 6,” McGee
said. “I tried out the next
morning, signed a few
hours later and pretty much
all I’ve been doing is practicing.”
The
28-year-old
McGee has put all his time
into trying to capitalize on
his best shot at an NFL
starting job. Meanwhile, his
laundry list of duties has
piled up. One of his first
chores
Sunday
was
shopping for clothes.
“I just packed a bag and
left,” McGee said. “I guess
I had enough confidence
that at least I took two
changes of clothes, but that
was about it.
“I need a day. At the
same time, I don’t want any
time off. I want to impress
the coaching staff every
minute I can. This is a big
opportunity.”
After one year on
Philadelphia’s
practice
squad and two more in that
role in Chicago, McGee has
yet to kick in a regular
game. That could change
with a good exhibition
season, starting Saturday
against the Super Bowl
champion Green Bay
Packers.
New
coach
Phil
Shurmur intends to find out
if McGee can do the job by
the time Cleveland opens
the season Sept. 11 against
Cincinnati.
“He has a chance to
make this team, better
chance than most, because
he’s here,” Shurmur said.
“He’ll have a chance to
perform in the preseason
games and we’ll make an
evaluation. If somebody is
available we’re interested
in, we’ll have to make a
comparison.”
McGee is familiar with
the Packers, seeing them
the past couple of years in
the NFC Central. What he’s
unsure of is kicking at
Cleveland
Browns
Stadium, where the winds
can whip around unpredictably.
“I’ve heard about it, but

I was in Chicago and the
wind can be pretty wild
there,” McGee said.
Fans at a practice at the
stadium Saturday were
mumbling when McGee
got off a 16-yard punt. He
quickly pointed out why it
wasn’t a big deal.
“They stopped the play
and I should have just held
up,” he said. “They blew
the whistle. I think I hit the
next one 50 yards.”
McGee knows every
kick will be scrutinized and
there are no guarantees.
The Bears gave him a twoyear contract in February.
They voided it after signing
free agent Adam Podlesh
from Jacksonville.
“This is my fourth year
trying,” McGee said. “I
know the drill. My wife’s
not moving up here, yet. I
have to make the 53-man,
then I have to make sure I
stay here and am the best
punter.”
McGee said he’s never
been better prepared to do
it.
“I’ve never kicked
better in my life,” he said.
“I’m at my peak. I worked
out a lot this offseason. I’m
stronger mentally and physically.”
“This isn’t my first
rodeo, as we say in Texas.
There are 32 jobs available
in the NFL. I have to make
sure I’m one of the best 32.
I’m super motivated to do
that.”
McGee has a comfort
zone in Cleveland. A
member of Texas’ 2005
national
championship
team, he was welcomed to
town by kicker Phil
Dawson, also a former
Longhorns star. They
worked out together in
Austin during the 41/2month NFL lockout.
“I’ve known Phil since
I first got to UT in 2001,”
McGee said. “He was a
legend down there. He
came back and helped me
with my form. It was a great
time this summer working
with him.”
Shurmur wants McGee
to hold for Dawson’s
attempts.
“Fine
with
me,”
McGee said. “I couldn’t
imagine being in a better
place. I know Phil the best
out of all the kickers in the
NFL.
“I’ve got good hands. A
punter has to handle bad
snaps. That’s not a problem
in Cleveland because Ryan
(long-snapper
Ryan
Pontbriand) is so good, but
having quick hands and
catching the ball is nothing
new for me.”
Browns management
didn’t just pick McGee’s
name out of a hat. General
manager Tom Heckert
knew him in Philadelphia.
New special teams coordinator Chris Tabor came
from the Bears.
“It’s a really good fit
for me,” McGee said.
“Working with coach Tabs
the last two years was good.
I know what he expects. It
just seems like all of the
cards are aligning.”
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RIGHTS

First Lady And Summer Literacy Adventure

continued from front page
At the height of Jim Crow,
southern state legislators, who
had been resentful of the
limited protections that were
extended to AfricanA m e ricans s hor tly a fter
Reconstruction, began to
repeal state civil rights protections.In their concerted
efforts to circumvent explicit
voting protections that were
afforded to AfricanAmericans under the 14th and
15th Amendments, southern
l a w maker s im ple me nted
nearly a dozen policies
intended to prevent blacks
from voting.These measures
included poll taxes, literacy
tests, intimidation, and gerrym a n der ing – r edrawing
election lines to make it
impossible for blacks to be
elected to office.
“Today, as we continue to
see the emergence of new
state voter suppression laws,
the VRAremains relevant.
With only 15 months left
before the next presidential
election, Republican-led legislatures are rewriting voting
laws to require photo identification at the polls, reduce the
number of early voting days,
and enhance voting restrictions against ex-felons and
out-of-state students. These
‘smoke and mirror’ policies
are 21st Century poll taxes
that are similar to the restrictive eligibility requirements
that were passed during segre-

gation. The new voter ID laws
and other restrictions have the
potential to disenfranchise
millions of eligible voters.
M inoritie s, po o r p eo p l e,
seniors, and students are
among those that will be
impacted the most.”
Governor Scott Walker of
Wisconsin and Governor Rick
Perry of Texas both signed
laws this year that would
require each voter to show an
official, valid photo ID to cast
a ballot.In Florida, Gov.
Rick Scott signed a bill to
tighten restrictions on third
party voter registration organizations and shorten the
number of early voting days.
Gov. Scott also helped to pass
a ban on felon voting rights,
forcing non-violent offenders
to wait five years after completing their sentences to
apply to have their rights
restored. The Florida
Legislature also passed new
laws that make it tougher for
‘get-out-the-vote’groups to
register new voters and
reduce the number of early
voting days from 14 to 8.
“As we reflect on the
history and series of events
that led to the passage of the
Voting Rights Act, we must
remain vigilant and on guard
against potential policies that
may undermine minority participa tion and d i m i n i s h
African-Americans’ political
representation.

TALLAHASSEE - The crystal
clear springs and majestic manatees
were just a few of the Florida
treasures that highlighted First
Lady Ann Scott’s visit to Fanning
Springs State Park during her
Summer Literacy Adventure. Scott
was joined by representatives of the
Florida Department of Education
(DOE), the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
and the Florida Department of State
(DOS). The event focused on
advancing the literacy skills of
students in the surrounding region
during the summer break.
“The adventures this summer
have been plentiful, and reading
and literacy have helped our
students use their imagination to

journey to so many places,” said
Scott. “Fanning Springs State Park
is a great area to explore and learn
of our state’s precious resources,
and I’m thrilled to share in the
Summer Literacy Adventure with
students in the region.”
Students can visit the Just
Read, Florida! website at www.justreadflorida.com to participate in
the Summer Literacy Adventure. A
select school with the most participating students taking the pledge in
the Adventure will be recognized
during the 2011-12 school year,
with all of its students winning a
one-day pass to any Florida State
Park.
”We’re so glad to have been a
part of this educational adventure

with the First Lady encouraging
children to read outdoors,” said
Florida State Parks Director
Donald Forgione. “Fanning
Springs provides a great location
for reading on hot days where you
can take a dip in the cool spring
waters between chapters.”
Any student who takes the
pledge may also utilize a free online
tool to search for books based on
reading ability and interests.
DOE, through MetaMetrics,offers
a unique resource called
“Find a Book, Florida” at
http://florida.lexile.com that uses
Lexile® measures, a widely
adopted reading metric that can
guide a reader to an appropriate
level book. Each year, more than 30

million Lexile measures are
reported from reading assessments
and programs – representing more
than half of U.S. students.
DOS also encourages students
to read, and local public libraries
throughout the state host a variety
of programs during the summer to
promote reading. The local county
public library staff was also on hand
to share information on DOS’s
Florida Library Youth Program,
which enables participants of all
ages to enjoy fun activities, special
guest performances, presentations,
crafts and more at various public
libraries. Information on the
locations of public libraries in
Florida can be found at www.fllibraries.org.

Gregory Lee Elected 19th President Of NABJ
PHILADELPHIA, PA- The
National Association of Black
Journalists (NABJ) announced that
Gregory Lee, Jr. has been elected
the 19th President of the organization. Lee, the Senior Assistant
Sports Editor at The Boston Globe
and the current NABJ Treasurer,
won the election with 294 votes, 57
percent of the vote, defeating
opponent Deirdre Childress of The
Philadelphia Inquirer who received
168 votes. Charles Robinson of
Maryland Public Television
received 50 votes.
Born in New Orleans, LA,
Lee is the eldest of three children.
The 37 year old is the youngest
elected president of the 3,400

member organization. He has also
worked for, The Times-Picayune
and The Washington Post. During
his career in NABJ Lee served for
four years as the national
secretary and has also served an
unprecedented four terms as chair
of the Sports Journalism Task
Force.
“It is both a privilege and an
honor to have been elected to lead
NABJ, and I stand ready to
continue to serve. There is a lot of
work to be done,” Lee told a
packed room at the Philadelphia
Convention Center in downtown
Philadelphia once the election
results were announced. Joined
by his parents and brother, Lee

told the NABJ members, “I’m so
very honored and humbled by
this awesome responsibility that I
have with my team for the next
two years.”
A total of 13 board members
were chosen by the membership
to lead the organization for the
next two years. Board members
elected in uncontested races
include Treasurer-elect Keith
Reed, Secretary-elect Lisa Cox,
Region III Director-elect Dedrick
Russell, Region IV Director-elect
AJ Ross, Region VI Directorelect Michelle Fitzhugh-Craig
and Associate Representativeelect Dawn Angelique Roberts.
Winning elections in

contested races were newly
elected Vice President of Print
Errin Haines of The Associated
Press defeating freelance reporter
Denise Clay 280- 209, and newly
elected Parliamentarian Cindy
George of The Houston
Chronicle, who defeated Ken
Knight of The Tampa Tribune by
10 votes, 244-234, with 37
abstentions.
The race for student representative resulted in a tie between
Wes l e y L o w e r y o f O h i o
University, and Marissa Evans of
Marquette University, each
receiving 69 votes. The student
candidates will have a week-long
run-off election August 15- 22.

ENTERTAINMENT
25 39 51
CA$H 3

745
101
386
DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

4-2 1-8
3-1 7-3
6-4 5-7

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

HELP WANTED
Advertising Sales Representatives
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly Challenger
and The Weekly Challenger On-Line. Recommend appropriate
sizes and formats for advertising. Deliver advertising or
proofs to customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Have Flute Will Travel
Flautist Chip Shelton had his flute, and true to his
word, he traveled to St. Petersburg from the Big Apple
(NYC). This was his very first appearance in our
town, and we at Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm were
extremely excited to have him here. We welcomed
him with open arms.
On Friday, July 29, Shelton performed in concert
as the featured musician at the Renaissance Vinoy
Resort & Golf Club in downtown St. Pete. Providing
support for this very talented jazz musician were local
jazz musicians, The Tom Hamilton Trio, with
Hamilton on bass, Ben Winkler on keyboards and
Glenn Bush on drums. An added treat was a special
guest conga player Andrew Maldonado, leader of the
Latin Jazz Band, “Latin Roots.” With highly skilled
jazz musicians such as these gentlemen, you can
imagine how “hot” it was in the Plaza Ballroom that
night.
With Shelton on soprano saxophone, the
Hamilton Trio opened the first set with the Bossa
“Little Sunflower.” Shelton demonstrated his musical
talents by playing not only soprano and alto sax, but
flute and piccolo also. Some of the tunes that
followed were “Straight, No Chaser,” “Footprints,”
“Lady Bird,” and “Wave.” In the second set the
musicians worked on some old favorite jazz
standards, including… “Joy Spring,” “Caravan,” “St.
Thomas,” “Days of Wine and Roses,”
“Confirmation,” “Take the ‘A’Train,” and “Memphis
Underground.”
Shelton also took requests from the audience and
played “Stella by Starlight,” and “Misty.” On
“Misty,” Shelton wowed the audience by playing the
tune on piccolo. Several tunes later, the group allowed
yours truly to sit-in, and I played “I Remember
Clifford” and “Coming Home, Baby.”
Fellow New York jazz musicians consider
Shelton to be one of the hardest working men in show
business. Shelton’s “shine” has always been apparent
to his listening audiences as well. His live CDs,
released annually, demonstrate his dynamic live performances. His live recordings are part of a series

called “Have Flute Will Travel.”
Shelton swings high above the flames on his endblown concert flute. Regardless of his repertoire of
reggae, funk or straight ahead jazz penned by such
notables as John Coltrane, Freddie Hubbard, or
Pharaoh Sanders, he always leaves his fans and new
listeners wanting more.
Although Shelton always wanted to be involved
in music, he graduated from Howard University’s
School of Dentistry, as a back-up. In 1988-90, Shelton
studied at the Manhattan School of Music, and with
Julius Baker “the Dean of American flutists”,
including studies with Dr. Helen Hobbs Jordan. In an
effort to learn everything he could about jazz, Shelton
was mentored at the Jazzmobile, Inc. by Jazz Masters
such as Jimmy Heath and Frank Foster. You can
check out his website at: http://chipshelton.com
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting
Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would
like to hear from YOU! You may visit my website at:
http://rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
jazzjamm@aol.com or sign up for my Jazz Blog at:
http://rickgeesjazzjamm.blogspot.com/ You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 MLKing St., S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

Jazz at the Vinoy Plaza Ballroom
Presents

Nalisio Tavares Jazz-Funk Bank
Friday, Aug. 26
8 PM Start Time
Renaissance Vinoy
Resort & Golf Club
501 5th Ave. NE,
St. Petersburg, FL
Admission: $22

Tickets Available at the Door or Online
at PayPal www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
Additional Information:727-866-1844
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is a Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Friendship’s 2011 Annual
Prayer Week will be Aug. 15-17,
nightly at 7 p.m. This invitation is
extended to your family, friends,
and the community.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
You’re invited to Family and
Friends’ Day at Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church on
Sunday, Aug. 21. Services at 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School
at 9:45 a.m. The Great Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Musical at
3 p.m.
Friendship’s 2011 Annual
Revival will be Aug. 22-24, nightly

at 7 p.m. Our guest evangelist: Dr.
Henry J. Lyons, Pastor of Salem
Baptist Church, Tampa, FL. Please
invite your family and friends to
share in The Ship’s August 2011
great weeks of prayer, reuniting and
preaching.
How would you like to be a part
of an enthusiastic ministry that
loves making joyful noises unto the
Lord? The Employee Relations
Ministry of FMBC, Inc. is now
accepting applications for the
Assistant Minister of
Music/Organist. Interested? You
might be the person we are on the
lookout for. But that’s not all. You
need to posses the ability to read
music, musically trained or hold a
degree in music (preferred). Please
contact FBMC Office if interested:
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcome
you to open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45 and
10:45 Sunday School begins at
9:30.
Prayer still works for the glory
of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night at
7 as we study the Book of Hebrews,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes on Thursday
nights, at 7 p.m. First Lady Teresa
Evans, director of Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg,
FL 33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to visit
our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary
Baptist
Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston e x t e n d s a n i n v i t a t i o n
t o t h e community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.

Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 727-3219645.
Music Ministry
The Back to School Concert is
scheduled for Sunday, Aug.14 at
4 p.m.
We have had over 10 years of
successfully supplying back to
school items to children in our
community. We thank you in
advance for your participation and
cooperation.
Women’s Ministry Seminar
The Women’s Ministry is
making plans for their annual
seminar to be held Saturday, Aug.
20, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The theme this year is: “HIGH
STEPPING WITH CHRIST”

A man’s heart deviseth his
way! But the Lord deviseth his
steps. Proverbs 16:9
Registration is $12.00 prior to
deadline of Aug. 14 and $15.00
thereafter. Registration includes
seminar materials, Continental
Breakfast and a Light Lunch.
There will be facilitators for Adults
and Teen Sessions.
T h e G u e s t S p e a k e r i s D r.
Evelyn Bethune, granddaughter of
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune and
CEO of the Mary McLeod Bethune
Legacy Preservation Institute, Inc.
“Driven
by
God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
The Women’s Ministry of Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary
Baptist Church, under the leadership of Deaconess Lucy O.
Williams, is excited about the
upcoming “Being Fully Persuaded
In Holiness as Women of God”
Conference August 26-27th at our
church. We’re planning a spiritfilled weekend for women of all
ages – from young adults to
seasoned sisters. In addition, a Teen
Explosion for girls, ages 12-17 will
coincide with the conference.
The conference opens 7pm

Friday night with a powerful
evening of praise & worship, testimonials, all women’s choir, and
introduction of our dynamic
keynote speaker, Dr. Sheila Bailey
(www.sheilab.org).
On Saturday, the Women’s
Conference continues with registration & continental breakfast,
strong early morning devotion,
including ministry through song by
Min.
Natasha Williams
of
Bradenton, and a message filled
with inspiration from our keynote
speaker, Dr. Sheila Bailey. After
devotion, morning and afternoon
workshops take place to encourage
and motivate women to learn how

to walk in holiness as women of
God.
Workshop leaders include the
Rev. Dr. Julia McMillan of Tampa,
Rev. Kim Anderson of St.
Petersburg, and other powerful
Women of God! We invite you to
come out and bring your friends
and neighbors. Join us as we usher
in a weekend of His presence, filled
with expectations of spiritual
breakthroughs, healing, and deliverance! FMI: www.mzprogressive.org
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the community at
large, this wish for an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug 12 - Monthly Business
Meeting - 7 p.m.
Aug. 13 - Sistah 2 Sistah
Fellowship for women of St.
Mark, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Aug. 13 - Young Adult
Fellowship beginning at 5 p.m.
“Strengthening
Our
Connection:
Celebrating-

Encouraging - Empowering One
Another.” A Day of fellowship
and faith building.
Aug. 14 - St. Mark 80th
Church Anniversary Kick-off
during 10:45 a.m. Service
Aug. 15 - PIZZA Ministry
“Back to School Bash” for
children in the Child’s Park
Community. The goal is to help
the children in the Child’s Park
area get ready for school by
equipping them with school
supplies as well as food, fun and
the Word of God.
Aug. 21 - Appreciation
Service for Brother Franklin Gray
at 4 p.m.
A Time to say thank you for
more than 60 years of dedicated
service as musician for St. Mark.
The entire community is invited
to share in this occasion with us.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each

Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday
and
Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist Church
RADIO MINISTRY
We are inviting the Tampa
Bay community to tune in to our
Sunday morning Radio
Broadcast, which is aired every
Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB. Your
heart will be blessed, and your
mind inspired by our present
series on the subject of forgiveness. Join Pastor Jim R. Davis for
a spirit-filled time of refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., the
Elim Seventh-day Adventist
Church distributes free food
i t e m s t o t h e c o m m u n i t y.
Everyone is welcomed, while the
supplies last. No income verification is need, and no one is turned
away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a
Free Hot Lunch is served to
members of the community. This
takes place at the Church facility.
There are no restrictions as to
who may come; the food is free
to all who have needs. Please feel
free to stop by and have a meal!
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION
– BY APPOINTMENT
The Elim Seventh-day

Adventist Church also has some
clothing that is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested in articles of clothing,
you may call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church on Saturdays
between the hours of 9 a.m. and
4 p.m., and arrangements will be
made for you to be supplied from
what is available… We also take
donations of food, clothing, and
financial contributions.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy,
which provides a quality
education for your most treasured
possessions, your children,
opened its doors on Monday,
Aug. 8, for the 2011-2012 school
year. We are now poised for
glorious year of learning. By
attending our school, your
children will learn the lessons
that will allow them to become
better persons, and model
citizens for a brighter tomorrow.
The Elim Junior Academy
and the Elim Child Development
Center are still accepting children
for the 2011-2012 school year;
this is the time for you to call us,

or visit our school facility. Our
warm and family friendly environment will provide the
assurance you need to be
convinced that Elim is the place
for your child. Call 727-3278651 today and speak with our
principal, Mrs. Lawanna McCoy,
or visit us at 4824 2nd Avenue,
South, St. Petersburg, 33711. We
are looking forward to hearing
from you today.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We are now accepting
donations of school supplies to
assist needy parents and students
in the community; you may bring
school bags, notebooks, pencils,
shoes and clothing, funds for
tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute.
These items can be dropped off at
the school, Monday thru Friday
for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or they may
be left at the church between
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Saturdays.
For further information, please
call the school 727-327-8651, or
the church: 727-327-2374. For
drop-off, our address is 4824 2nd
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
33711.
Thank you for assisting needy
families in our Tampa Bay
community.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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A Stress Free Morning Routine
For Back To School
Let’s go! Let’s go! Come on
… you’re going to miss the bus!
I don’t know where your
favorite jeans are; it’s not my
responsibility. What do you
mean you still have homework?
Did you brush your teeth yet?
Let’s go! I’m leaving… NOW!
Oh I hope your mornings
don’t sound like that above. If it
does, it’s not too late to turn that
ship around. The key to having a
stress free morning routine is to
have a smooth bedtime routine.
Re m em ber, a r outine is
something that is followed
regularly, standard procedures.
Without the consistency you will
have an uphill battle.
Here are some tips to a stress
free morning routine:
• No yelling. Raising your
voice, albeit frustrated, is only
going to escalate matters.
• Early to bed, early to rise.
That one is simple.
• Showers and baths should
be taken at night. You think

you’ll have time in the morning,
but you rarely do.
• Look over all homework
for completeness before bed;
don’t assume it’s finished.
• Before bed ensure lunches
are made, backpack is packed
and there are no surprise “Oh I
need xxx today!”
• Give singular instructions.
Don’t say, “I want you to finish
your homework, eat breakfast,
get dressed, comb your hair,
brush your teeth and be in the car
by 8:15.” To a child, that sounds
like “blah blah blah blah blah
blah blah blah blah.” One
instruction at a time works
wonders.
• Provide instructions once.
If you’re doing this, stop:
“Johnny, it’s time to get
dressed.” Two minutes later,
“Johnny, we’re going to be late
if you don’t get dressed now.”
Two more mi n u t es l at er,
“Johnny, honey, I told you to get
dressed.” “Johnny, Mommy is

going to be late, now go get
dressed.” To a child that sounds
like “Oh mom is good for asking
about five more times before she
really goes ballistic!” Repeated
requests only send the message
that junior doesn’t really have to
do it now.
• Set consequences and stick
to your guns. If you tell your
child the car is leaving at 8:15
sharp, make it happen. Clearly
you can’t leave your child
behind, so leaving without her
isn’t an option. Tell her you will
be leaving whether she is ready
or not. Sending a 10 year old to
school with uncombed hair,
pajamas and an empty belly
might be just the catalyst for
change.
You are the parent; you set
the tone for the morning routine.
You need to be actively involved
in the morning routine. Follow
the steps above and I guarantee
‘joy will come in the morning!’
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Working Moms Can
Help Out At School Too
“But Mommmmm, why
can’t you come to the party
today? Sierra’s Mom ALWAYS
comes.”
That’s a question working
moms would rather not have to
answer. Of course they would
love to be able to be available for
every field trip and holiday party.
Mom wouldn’t mind having all
the little classmates see her in the
library and say “Hi Suzy’s
mom.” Nonetheless, for variety
of reasons, that simply is not
always possible.
There are however, a number
of ways that working moms can
help out at school. If it isn’t
feasible to actually go to the
building before or after school or
during lunch, there are plenty of
projects that can be done at
home. Teachers always have lots
of paper that needs to be cut.
Remember where you put your
scissors?
If you aren’t available to be
at school on the actual day of the

party; there is still much preplanning that you can do. The
younger children usually have a
craft, a game and a snack at their
parties. You could volunteer to
send juice boxes, cupcakes or
plates and napkins to school.
The room parent in charge of
coordinating the party would be
ever grateful if you took on the
task of providing a craft for each
child to do.
For a fun easy winter craft
send enough pinecones so that
each child gets one. Then send
a bottle of corn syrup and a box
of Dixie cups. Next, at home
put a scoop of bird seed into individual zip lock baggies. Finally
cut one strand of yarn for each
child. The children will tie the
yard into a loop at the top of their
pinecone. Next they will dip the
pinecone in the corn syrup that
was poured into a Dixie cup. The
final step is to put it into their
baggie full of birdseed and
then shake. Voila’ you’ve just

provided a birdfeeder craft. The
party committee will appreciate
it more than you know.
You could also help out at
the school carnival or music
programs. Most of those events
are usually at night, and may fit
into your schedule better. Parents
are often needed at evening
sporting events too. Concession
stands always need smiling faces
to serve up hot dogs.
An often overlooked area of
consideration is simply calling
the teacher. Tell him/her that
you’d love to help but that your
schedule doesn’t allow you to
c o m e i n d u r i n g t h e d a y.
Guaranteed the teacher will
have no problem giving you
something to do.
So the next time your child
asks you why you can’t be at the
party, remind her of the twenty
six paper teddy bears you just
cut out so that her whole class
could enjoy learning about
hibernation!

Pinellas County Schools Important Information
The first day of school for
2011-12 is Monday, Aug. 22 for
Pinellas County’s 101,000+ K-12
students.
Pinellas County Schools is the
seventh largest school district in
Florida and 24th largest in the
nation, serving more than 101,000
K-12 students at 137 schools. With
almost 17,000 employees, the
school district is the largest
employer in the county. The vision
of Pinellas County Schools is 100
percent Student Success. We
encourage parents, business leaders
and community members to
partner with us in our mission to
educate and prepare each student
for college, career and life.
Bus Transportation
The district currently operates
more than 500 home-to-school
routes daily, transporting approximately 42,650 students twice per
day. School bus stop postcards are
expected to be mailed beginning
July 29 to students who are eligible
to ride (must reside more than two
miles from their zoned school). The
transportation postcards will give
bus route number and location for
pickup/drop off. For more information, parents may call the district
call center, 727-587-2020,
Monday–Friday, 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
beginning Aug. 15. Parents may
also visit the transportation web
page.
School Supplies
The Florida Sales Tax Holiday,

providing tax savings on certain
school supplies and accessories, is
August 12-14, 2011.
What’s New
- Celebrating our Centennial –
For 100 years, Pinellas County’s
public schools have provided a
quality education for children. Our
Centennial celebration will include
community events from September
through June. We invite parents,
their families, and citizens to join
with us as we relive the past and
move forward with new initiatives
to build a foundation for the next
100 ye ars of ex cel l en ce i n
education. The kickoff to the
Centennial begins Saturday,
September 24 with a “Hands
Across Pinellas” event along the
Pinellas Trail with an ice cream
social. A special Centennial
website, http://centennial.pcsb.org/
will soon be available and will
include historical facts, moments
and milestones and activities.
- Online course requirement –
Students entering 9th grade in
2011-12 will be required to take an
online course as a graduation
requirement. For more information,
including course offerings visit
www.virtualschool.pcsb.org.
- Extended Day at Four School
Improvement Grant High Schools
– Boca Ciega, Dixie Hollins, Gibbs
and Lakewood. These schools will
be on a block schedule and will
have 50 minutes of additional
instructional time.

- Policies – There are minor
revisions in the Code of Student
Conduct. Some of the changes
resulted from recent legislative
action. The dress code policy
5500.04 includes the consequences
for violations (pursuant to the Fla.
Statute 1006.07). The cell phone
policy has minor changes in
verbiage.
- Palm Scanning – Lunch lines
will move even faster with the new
palm scanning system used to
quickly identify each student as
they complete their healthy meal
solutions. Using infra-red light, the
device will shine onto the palm
when placed above the sensor and
accurately recognize the customer.
- Math Science Teacher
Initiative – This partnership
between the Helios Education
Foundation, the University of
Florida Lastinger Institute, and
Pinellas County Schools provides
professional development and
training programs for mathematics
and science teachers at seven
partner middle schools and five
partner high schools. The participating schools are: Bay Point
Middle School, Tyrone Middle
School, Azalea Middle School,
Boca Ciega High School, John
Hopkins Middle School, Dixie
Hollins High School, Largo Middle
School, Gibbs High School,
Meadowlawn Middle School,
Lakewood High School, Pinellas
Park Middle School and Largo

High School.
2011-12 Student Calendar
Monday, Aug. 22 - All schools
open.
Monday, Sept. 5 - Labor Day
Holiday – schools closed for
students.
Friday, Sept. 23 - Professional
Learning Day – schools closed for
students.
Friday, Oct. 14 - Professional
development day – schools closed
for students.
Monday, Nov. 21-Friday, Nov.
25 - Thanksgiving holidays –
schools closed for students.
Monday, Dec. 19 - Monday,
Jan. 2, 2012 - Winter holidays –
schools closed for students.
Tuesday, Jan. 3 - Schools
reopen. Classes resume.
Breakfast and Lunch
Programs
2011-12 LUNCH PRICES:
The prices for lunches are the
same as last year: Adults – $2.75;
Elementary school students –
$1.75; Middle and high school
students – $2; All reduced-price
lunches are 40 cents.
BREAKFAST:
Studies have shown good
nutrition improves a child’s ability
to learn. Research indicates
students who eat breakfast work
faster, make fewer mistakes,
provide more original answers on
open-ended tests and demonstrate
more energy and physical
endurance. Breakfast served in

schools include a half-pint of milk,
a half-cup of fruit or juice and two
servings of bread or a serving of
bread and a serving of protein.
Breakfast is served in all schools
with the exception of Carwise and
Osceola Middle Schools. All
students in the schools and centers
where breakfast is served are
encouraged to participate.
NEW ON-LINE PAYMENT
SYSTEM: Funds can be placed on
a student’s account on-line at:
www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com
Volunteer Opportunities
The Pinellas County School
System welcomes our stakeholders
to take an active part in the educational process of our students; one
key way is to volunteer or to
become a partner. Below is a listing
of available opportunities at most
schools and administrative centers.
For more information on any of
these opportunities, please contact
the Strategic Partnerships Office,
727-588-6405.
MENTOR
The role of a mentor is to
model enthusiasm for learning,
strength during trying situations,
empathy for others, encouragement
to stay motivated when things are
tough, and to show students that
when they fail, it is a learning experience. New mentors are required to
attend a Pinellas County Mentor
Training Workshop.
TUTOR
The role of a tutor is to work

individually or collectively with
students to provide academic
support and increase academic
performance. Tutors are needed
from pre-kindergarten through
high school and with our Career
Technical and Adult Education
programs. In order to tutor, you
must be a registered volunteer.
SCHOOL
ADVISORY
COUNCIL (SAC) MEMBER
SAC is a governing body of
parents, teachers, administrators,
students
and
community
members elected to help make
key decisions. It also functions as
a resource to the principal and
staff members to accomplish
school improvement goals.
PTA/PSTA
Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) and Parent Student Teacher
Association (PSTA) is the original
parent group in schools, influencing millions of parents, past and
present, to get involved in their
children’s education. Dedicated to
promoting the welfare of children
and youth at school, at home and
in the community, PTA provides
an avenue for parents, teachers,
administrators and community
members to discuss education
concerns and work together to
promote high student achievement and help every child
succeed. PTA enhances the school
community by offering a wide
range of programs and resources.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”

Your
Family
Vision
Center

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES

Dr. Deborah C. Flanagan
Optometric Physician

Student Eye Exam $65
Student ID Required. Expires 10/15/11
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

1 FREE Box of ACUVUE
Contact Lenses with purchase of Exam and Fitting.
Student ID Required. Expires 10/15/11
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

$109 2 Pair of Eyeglasses

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

SINGLE VISION, POLYCARB LENSES & FRAMES.
Student ID Required. Expires 10/15/11
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600
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Tips To Turn Your Child
Into A Better Reader

WWW.T HE W EEKLY C HALLENGER N EWSPAPER . COM

(StatePoint) - Reading is
the most important skill that
children need to master to be
successful in school and life.
However, kids increasingly
are struggling with this most
basic of academic abilities.
The
United
States
currently has one of the lowest
literacy rates in the developed
world. According to the
National Report Card, the
country is experiencing a
literacy crisis, with 68 percent
of fourth graders and 69
percent of eighth graders
testing below grade level in
reading.
When children have difficulty reading, they quickly
can fall behind their peers.
Luckily, there are ways to
improve almost any child’s
reading proficiency.
“Telling children to try
harder is not the key to developing better readers. Rather,
students need to be taught the
building blocks of words:
phonograms and spelling
rules,” says Denise Eide, a
teacher and author of the new
book, “Uncovering the Logic
of English.”
There are many things
parents can do to help:
• Explain writing is code.

Many students guess wildly
while reading because they
have never realized words are
made of individual sounds
blended together. Show them
how letters and groups of
letters represent sounds. Then
practice blending the sounds
to form words.
• Teach all the sounds.
Many letters say more than
one sound. For example, the
letter “S” sounds different in
the word “sad” than the word
“is.” Many students misread
simple words, because they
don’t know all the sounds.
• Make it fun. Learning
the basics doesn’t need to be
boring.
Engage
young
children through play. Practice
the phonograms with games,
large motor activities and art
projects.
• Cover pictures. Many
young students struggle with
the left to right eye movement
of reading. Allow students to
look at the pictures then cover
them with a blank sheet of
paper while reading. Covering
pictures makes it easier to
focus on text.
• Teach all nine ‘Silent E’
rules. Many students know
only one reason for a silent
final “E,” the vowel says its

name because of the “E.” This
explains words like “game”
and “ripe,” but leaves many
kids struggling to read “have”
and “give.” Learning the nine
reasons,
including
that
English words do not end in
“V,” prevents students from
needing
to
memorize
thousands of exceptions.
• Find answers. Too often
we answer questions about
reading with “that is an
exception.” This frustrates
many bright students and discourages them from reading.
Rather than dismissing words
as exceptions, look for
answers and explanations.
English is more logical than
most Americans think.
Answers to questions
about English reading and
spelling can be found in
“Uncovering the Logic of
English” and by visiting
www.logicofenglish.com.
“Many students complain
English spelling appears
inconsistent, especially highly
logical children who may
grow up to be scientists or
mathematicians,” says Eide.
“By teaching students how
English works you will
improve their reading abilities
and encourage them to read!”

READ FORLIFE!
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A Homework Routine That Works
At the beginning of the
school year you set the rule:
Homework gets finished as
soon as you get home from
school. But by October, that
rule doesn’t seem to be as hard
and fast as it was in August.
If you don’t rein in the lax
homework routine, before you
know it you’ll be hearing those
panicked cries at 7:30 a.m. that
homework isn’t finished. Or
worse yet, you’ll get the
dreaded phone call from the
teacher notifying you that your
little angel hasn’t been turning
in her homework. Heaven
forbid you don’t find out about
the missed assignments until
you attend parent/teacher conferences!
No worries. The problem
doesn’t usually lie with formatting a good routine; rather it’s
with enforcing the routine. If
you’re fortunate enough to be
home with your child after
school, it is a little easier to

ensure the homework routine is
maintained. If you don’t see
your child for an hour or so
after he’s been home, you can
still follow through.
The rules should be simple
enough to leave no room for
misunderstandings.
Grab an after school snack
then start homework.
TV stays off until all
homework is finished and
reviewed for completeness.
No extracurricular activity
until all homework has been
completed.
Number three tends to be a
difficult one for parents to
enforce. We tend to over book
our children ’s s ch ed u l e.
Number three, no extracurricular activity until all homework
has been completed, means just
that. It doesn’t mean the rule
can be relaxed if junior has tae
kwon do after school or if Suzy
has gymnastics. It doesn’t
mean its ok to take a pass on

number three on days when
Johnnie has T-ball practice.
Perhaps you decided that
you paid good money for
lessons and Suzy, Junior and
J o h n n i e wi l l p art i ci p at e.
Ok ay, b u t wh at k i n d o f
example is that setting? How
about if you take your child to
the activity, but she must sit out
until the homework has been
finished. Then she’s welcome
to join the other kids on the
balance beam.
Remember you still have
dinner and a bedtime routine
too. Children should worry
about being children, not about
juggling schedules. Make sure
your child has a snack so that
his stomach’s growling won’t
be a distraction. After
homework is finished he can
enjoy what little time is left in
the evening. If you stick to
rules one, two and three above,
you’re on track for a great
school year!

Afternoon Snacks Kids Love
By the time children get off
the bus or walk in the door after
school they’re usually so
hungry they could eat dirt.
Give them a snack that’s quick,
nutritional and something
they’ll want. Here are a few
suggestions:
Watermelon, pineapple and
apple slices tossed into a bag
and then into the freezer make
a refreshing snack. The trick is
that you want to have
something convenient. They’re
hungry – so have something

ready to pop into their mouth.
You can make a variety of
unusual “kid-friendly” kabobs.
Marshmallows, cheese, grapes,
apple wedges, pineapple,
banana slices, pretzels, and
slices of rolled up ham or
turkey are choice ingredients to
stack your kabobs.
If you’re totally at a loss for
creativity, then use some fun
bowls, plates or cups. Serve
fresh fruit in a margarita glass.
Put Goldfish crackers in a
goldfish bowl and use a new,

clean fish net to scoop out the
aquatic crackers.
Imagine the look on your
kids’ face when they come
home to find an ice cream cone
stuffed with Waldorf salad:
Carrots, celery, apple, walnuts,
and raisins with a touch of
mayonnaise and lemon juice.
You’ve heard that variety is the
spice of life. Your kids will
concur. You don’t want the
same old – same old, and
neither do they.

Mt. Zion Children’s Center
“Building One Child At A Time”
Now Enrolling for FREE Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) Education Program
Give you child a jump start by preparing them for Kindergarten and
enhancing their pre-reading, pre-math, language and social skills.
-

Curriculum
A Beka
Creative

Convenient Center Hours
Monday - Friday
7:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Limited Space Available Call Today!
CCC Accepted

Also enrolling for Pre-School (ages 2-4) and After School Care (ages 5-12).
To register or for more information, please call us today at (727) 894-1612
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Back-to-School Success Tips
ORADELL, NJ – Is your
child is resisting trading in his or
her fun, leisurely schedule for the
school routine? Huntington
Learning Center offers these six
tips to get your child ready to head
back to school.
1. Take your child back-toschool shopping. Spending a day
together buying school supplies—
and maybe even a new back-toschool outfit—is a fun way to get
into the school mode and a good
opportunity to let your child tell
you the things he or she thinks will
help make him or her successful.
It’s also a good chance for parents
to have one-on-one conversations
with their children about any goals
they have for the year and how
they can be supportive.
2. Introduce your child ahead
of time to another classmate or
two. A few weeks before the first
day of school, reconnect with
friends from last year who will be
in your child’s new class. If your
child is new to the school, look
around your neighborhood to find
other children of the same age. A
back-to-school night may be a
good opportunity to meet other
classmates, too.
3. Plan on getting extra help.

For students who struggled in the
previous school year, the idea of
going back to school may be especially stressful. Summer is a great
time to build skills and improve
weaker areas, but if your summer
was focused on other things, now
is a great time to investigate supplemental education services for
your child. Talk to his or her
teacher in advance about problem
areas and how the two of you can
work together to get your child off
on the right foot.
4. Set an optimistic tone. As a
parent, you have a lot of influence
on your child’s attitude toward
school. Show him or her through
your actions that learning is fun
and a part of everyday life. Teach
your child to value effort and hard
work. Your child needs to understand, too, that failure is
something we all experience—
what matters is how we learn from
it and move forward.
5. Be prepared. Many schools
have an orientation a month or so
before school starts, which gives
parents the information they need
about school supplies, dress code,
required forms, transportation and
more. Being organized and on top
of all school requirements will

minimize first-week stresses for
both you and your child.
6. Meet the teacher. Your
school may host a meet-yourteacher day, which is a great
opportunity for your child to get to
know his or her new teacher
before the first day. If not, ask the
school if you and your child can
come in another time before
school starts. Get familiar with the
school layout and other school
resources that will help your child
(the guidance counselor and
speech therapist, for example).
Let your child’s teacher know that
you look forward to working
together this year.
The beginning of a new
school year is full of excitement
and promise, and parents can set
the tone at home so that their
children see it that way, too. “Let
your child know that he or she has
a strong support system in you
and his or her teacher,” says
Huntington. “And remember that
when it comes to going back to
school, a little preparation and a
good attitude can go a long way.”
To learn more back-to-school
tips, contact Huntington Learning
Center at 1-800-CAN-LEARN or
visit www.huntingtonlearning.com.

Easing School Test Pressure
Taking tests is unavoidable.
However, a parent, you can do a
lot to ease a child’s test anxiety.
Start by focusing on the
learning and not the scoring.
To ease tension:
Make sure your child knows
the material and has adequately
prepared for the test.

Teach your child deepbreathing techniques.
Make sure he or she gets
enough sleep and eats a good
breakfast.
Keep your own emotions in
check.
If your child knows the
material, yet fails on a standard-

ized test, that might mean
something is wrong. If
problems persist, you can ask
the school for extra time, a
quieter room, or other steps that
may help.
Always talk with your
health care provider to find out
more information.
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Make

IMAGINE MOVING FORWARD
Your 1st Choice for Tutoring in Grades K-5
Unleashing your child’s potential through:
Passionate, concerned tutors
Neighborhood accessibility and parental choice
Professionalism & understanding
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We do everything we
can to help our
students succeed.

NO
COS
T

Exercise your right to choose. Please complete the
form being mailed or sent home by Sept. 9th.

FMI: (727) 362-8809 OR imflearningcenter.com
*Qualifying criteria must be met*

