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Green Gyp is one of the more voluminous
and interesting caves on the ranch. The
name comes from the algae and moss on
the interior cave walls. The entrance room
is fairly spacious and has an interesting
climb to a small infeeder dome. Two gyp-
sum wells are in the lowest part of the room,
the easternmost leading to more passage.
A small constriction at the bottom of this
well was enlarged in May 1997 by Kennedy,
who went on to discover the DeWalt Room.
The constriction was later enlarged to ad-
mit Bill Stiver, who was helping map the
cave. Now named “The Stiver Strainer,”
this hole gives way to the most beautiful
part of the cave.

Porkys Cave (map) — Another cave
close to the cavers’ camp, Porkys is essen-
tially a single room with a small crawl in
the gypsum layer. A porcupine found here
stopped exploration during the first 1997
trip and inspired the cave name.

Cave With Dead Buzzard — This
cave consists mainly of a low room with
several gypsum wells. The entire cave is
littered with old bones, feathers, droppings,
and other animal signs. A mummified vul-
ture gave the cave its name. Map in
progress.

Psychic Pit (map) — So far this is

TCR Climbing Contest Results
Frog 30-Meter

Men

1 Justin Shaw 1:30
2 Peter Sprouse 2:01
3 Michael Febra 2:05
Women

1 Rebecca Jones 1:51
2 Terri Whitfield 2:15
3 * Aimee Beveridge 2:33
Kids

1 Erin Vreeland 3:15
Ropewalker 30-Meter

Men

1 Oscar Berrones 0:59
2 Don Broussard 1:00
Women

1 Roberta Snider 1:30
2 Rene Shields 1:35
3 Lucille Berrones 1:42
Knots 30-Meter

1 Don Broussard ?

Climbing Contest Prizes donated by:
Bob & Bob, Gonzo Guano Gear, PMI
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the cave on the ranch farthest from the
ranch house. The entrance is a one-meter
hole at ground level. The lack of an associ-
ated sink makes this cave difficult to find.
A tricky five-meter drop just inside the en-
trance can be free-climbed, but footholds
can break without warning. Randy Brown
found this out the hard way while survey-
ing the cave. The name came from the feel-
ing of danger Stiver’s wife had for us about
the time Randy fell in the pit. (He was OK.)

There are several digs remaining in
good sinks on the ranch. Cave #2, named
for the numbered flag first labeling the sink-
hole, is a promising lead through persim-
mon roots. Cave #5 is actually two dig leads
in a scenic bedrock sinkhole near Graffiti
Cave. There is also a good dig (unnamed)
in the compound sink containing Bad Day
in Dallas Cave, and one near Cave with
Dead Buzzard. Several other digs have been
started elsewhere on the ranch. Contact Bill
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Stiver or Jim Kennedy for current status.

The TSS files list four caves (Small
Joint Cave, Hum Cave, Stonewall Cave, and
Arid [Extra Dry] Cave) on the Rust Ranch
across the county road from Stiver’s. We
have not yet gained access to this ranch to
relocate these and search for additional
caves. However, on the next ranch south of
Stiver’s, Bill was able to arrange a trip for
us to look at the one known cave there. We
surveyed this during the 1998 TSA Winter
Business Meeting. Upon drafting the map
and comparing our observations, it was
clear that we had remapped 200-Foot-Long
Four Mile Cave (map), one of the “lost”
caves from the 7SS Kimble County Bulle-
tin. Other gypsum caves are known from a
ranch about six miles southwest of Stiver’s,
indicating that many more caves will be
found in that part of Kimble County, as we
gain permission from other ranchers.
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