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Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Chapter Crowns
Miss Debutante 2011
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Black Press Week
Commemorates
The Founding Of
Freedom’s Journal

From left to right: Dr. Clifford L. Muse, Jr., Dorothy R. Leavell,
Charles Cherry, II, Fred Sweets and Cloves Campbell, Jr.

BY KAREN REEDUS
JASPER
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
CRUSADER
CHICAGO - In celebration
of the 184th anniversary of the
founding of Freedom’s Journal,
the first black newspaper on
March 16, 1827 by John B.
Russwurm and Samuel E.
Cornish in New York City, the
National
Newspaper
Publishers Association
Foundation held three days of
activities to commemorate the
milestone as part of Black Press
Week.
The activities were coordinated and planned by the
National Newspaper Publishers
Association Foundation’s Chair
Dorothy R. Leavell, publisher
of the Crusader Newspapers in
Chicago, Illinois and Gary,
Indiana and Black Press Week
Chair Harry C. Alford,
president and chairman of the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce.
Activities held during Black

Press Week included a visit of
the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monument, which was
sponsored by General Motors
Corporation and was led by
Jocelyn Allen, GM’s Regional
Gra ssroots a n d Di v ers i t y
Communications Director.
More than 40 black publishers
and guests were greeted at the
monument by Harry E.
Johnson, Sr., president of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. National
Memorial Project Foundation,
I n c . , D r. E d J a c k s o n , J r. ,
exec utive a rch i t ect , an d
Richard W. Marshall, chief
financial officer, and Lisa
Anders, of M cKi s s ack &
McKissack, senior program
director. During the event, the
publishers were briefed on the
construction process that has
taken nearly eight years to
c omplete. The p u b l i s h ers
marveled at the beauty and
concept that captures the life of
the Nobel Peace Prize recipient
and civil rights icon.
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Debutantes and escorts presented at the Debutante Scholarship Cotillion

ST. PETERSBURG - Last
S at u rd ay ev en i n g t h e Z et a
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. presented 24 beautiful
junior and senior high school
young ladies during their biennial Debutante Scholarship
Cotillion at the St. Petersburg
Coliseum.
After months of preparation
through workshops and personal
development activities, the
Essence of Ebony Pearls was
presented before an audience of
over 800 family members and
invited guests. The master and
mistress of ceremonies, Mr. and
Mrs. Michael J. L. Clarke introduced each debutante, their
escort, parents and their bevy of

accomplishments during this
sixth cotillion. Councilman
Wengay Newton, St. Petersburg
- District 7 also brought
greetings from the City of St.
Petersburg in honor of this
wonderful occasion.
The cotillion provides scholarships through the fundraising
efforts of the young ladies as
they vied for the recognition of
Miss Debutante 2011. These
young ladies were extended
invitations to participate in this
high honor largely due to their
scholastic achievements, leadership, civic involvements, and
commitment to community
service.
As the anticipation built
throughout the evening, the

moment that all were waiting for
arrived when Miss Lauren
Hamilton, a senior at St.
P e t e r s b u rg C a t h o l i c w a s
crowned as Miss Debutante
2011. Miss Chauntea Kirnes, the
former Miss Debutante, 2009
and a student at the University of
Florida, had the pleasure of
crowning the new winner. The
first place winner, also awarded
that night was Miss Simone
Long, a senior at St. Petersburg
Catholic; second place winner
was Miss Keonna Welch, a
senior at Gibbs High School and
the third place winner was Miss
Kachira Irby, a senior at
Lakewood High School. These
top four winners will receive
scholarships to be used at the

college or university of their
choice. Other distinguished
honors presented during the
cotillion were Miss
Congeniality awarded to Miss
Shamarri Hartzog (Lakewood
High School), Miss Scholar
awarded to Miss Danielle Price
(Osceola High), Miss
Community Service awarded to
Miss Naija Miller (Lakewood
High School) and Miss Supreme
Spirit presented to Miss Keonna
Welch.
This chapter program was
chaired by Deborah D. FiggsSanders, a job well done by

COTILLION

continued on pg. 3

Black Women Die Nearly 4 Times The Rate
Of Whites From Pregnancy Complications
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BY RITA HENLEY JENSEN
SPECIAL TO THE TRICE
EDNEY NEWS WIRE FROM
WOMEN’S ENEWS
NEW YORK CITY
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - A
single question wakens Dr.
William M. Callaghan in the
middle of the night: Why is
pregnancy so much more
d an g ero u s fo r U. S . b l ack
women?
Callaghan is acting chief of
the maternal and infant health
branch of the Atlanta-based
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention's division of reproductive health. He has
published research that demonstrates that throughout the
United States, white and black
women have similar levels of
pre-existing conditions during
their pregnancies.

Despite this, Callahan's
research has found that black
women for the past five decades
have consistently suffered an
almost four times greater risk of
death from pregnancy complications than have white
women. The higher risks, he
wrote in a 2007 paper published
in the American Journal of
Public Health, are independent
of age, the number of births or
education.
"Why this is true," Callahan
said in a recent telephone
interview, "is what I ask myself
when I wake up at 3 a.m. and am
staring at the ceiling fan."
Pregnant black women in
New York City face nearly
double the national risk.
Akira Eady lived in New
York City in 2007. Eady died
shortly after giving birth at
Mount Sinai Medical Center,

one of New York City's most
prestigious hospitals. The
official cause of death of the 21year-old mother of three, as
recorded by the New York City
medical examiner, was heart
failure
after
post-partum
seizures.
Eady's aunt, Carole Eady,
recounted recently that her
niece, who was employed and
had private medical insurance,
bled heavily after receiving an
epidural to ease the pain of
labor. After giving birth, she
complained of headaches.
Nevertheless, the hospital
released her. Two days after
giving birth, she had a seizure
and then a heart attack. She was
brain dead four days after
giving birth.
Carole Eady, now raising
Akira's older daughter in her
Harlem home, acknowledges

Akira Eady's daughter,
Nivea, and her aunt,
Carole Eady

that her niece's partner might
have played a role in her death
by hitting her on the morning of
her seizure, but she feels
strongly that the hospital staff

WOMEN
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
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Empower Black American Families
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST
One of the most important keys
to the advancement of the black
American community is the empowerment of black American families.
There are numerous research studies
that continue to dwell solely on the
deficit social progress statistics or on
the pathology of African-Americans
in 2011. For sure there are many persistent social and racial inequities
that besieged African-Americans.
But, it is also persistently unhealthy
to only focus on the negative without
ever offering participatory solutions
to these problems and inequities. I
believe that it is vital to promote the
economic, cultural, political, and
social development of our families
and communities.
Empowerment is the process of
establishing and maximizing ones
true potential to attain and sustain
power and control over one’s
personal development, education,
wealth, health and shared-contribut i o n s to the adva nc ement of
humanity and the world. Of course,
the best form of empowerment is
self-empowerment. You can’t give
someone empowerment. It has to be

earned. People have to be directly
involved and they have to participate
in helping shape and nurture their
own self-empowerment.
African-Americans cannot and
should not wait for someone else to
liberate us or to empower us. Yes,
the government and the state do have
social responsibilities for the overall
social conditions of society, but to
make people solely dependent on a
“welfare state of mind” is itself ultimately self-destructive and counterproductive. We have had a long
history of overcoming the odds and
by the grace of God and hard work
and struggle we have as a people collectively achieved great strides
forward. The challenge today is to
understand both the problems and
the solutions concerning our
families, and then to actively participate in achieving and fulfilling those
solutions.
While it is true that currently in
the United States married couples
make up almost 75 percent of all
families, among African-Americans
only 44 percent are married-couple
families. But that statistic does not
tell the whole story. The multiple
family structures in the AfricanAmerican community are different
from white Americans because of
history, culture, poverty, and disproportionate incarceration of African-

American males. Yet the “extended
family” ties, bonds and relationships
among African-Americans remain
strong despite the tremendous stress
and social pressures on the AfricanAmerican community.
Sixteen years ago when I worked
to help organize and coordinate the
Million Man March, it was done
expressly to raise the level of consciousness and responsibility of
African-American men in particular
to take a greater responsibility and
atonement for the strengthening of
our families and communities. It was
the largest public demonstration and
mobilization ever in Washington,
D.C. in the history of black
Americans. The truth is immediately
after the Million Man March, not
only did black on black crime and
murders dramatically decrease
across America, there was also an
increase in black marriages, black
adoption of black children, blackowned business development and a
significant surge in black youth
cultural leadership and economic
advancement through hip-hop and
other creative genius.
Then five years later in 2000 at
the Million Family March, a national
effort was successfully launched to
raise the consciousness level and
community involvement in the
building and sustaining black family
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life. After the Million Family March,
marriage bureaus throughout the
United States reported a statistical
increase in black marriages.
Reflecting back, the importance of
those two massive gatherings in
Washington, D.C. only serves to
remind us that we do have the
capacity to speak out, stand up, and
take our responsibilities seriously for
the ongoing redemption and empowerment of our families and communities.
We have more opportunities
today than ever before to make more
of a difference to improve the quality
of life in our communities. Selfimprovement is a key to community
development. I want to especially
encourage our young brothers and
sisters to seriously consider the
benefits of building strong, loving,
and successful families. The
economic recovery of the AfricanAmerican community will be
dependent both on building strong
businesses and families. Don’t let the
negative self-destructive forces of
hopelessness and cynicism take hold
on your consciousness. Whatever the
problems we face today, we can
make tomorrow a better day, if we
work together, build together, share
together and fight for freedom,
justice, equality, and empowerment
together.

I am among the
many who are stilled, freighted, and
challenged by the tsunami and
nuclear power breakdown in Japan.
The tragedy raises all kinds of
questions including a very selfish
one – what would we do if a tsunami
hit the United States? As we see
people missing, and watch the
tragedy, I wonder how we would
cope if anything like that happened
here. What would happen if New
Orleans happened in Washington,
New York, or San Francisco? How
prepared are we for tragedy?
President Barack Obama has
talked about infrastructure development and the many ways that we
might improve our highways,
byways, and roads. This is a first
step. It seems to me that 2001, 2005,
and Japan are reminders that all of us
need to be concerned about the
quality of our infrastructure and our

emergency responses to unexpected
acts of nature. What might we do if
10-foot gales of water hit one of our
major cities? Is this something that
we have even thought about?
At a time when we must be
prepared to do much more, it appears
that we are prepared to do much less.
In other words, we are in the middle
of an economic meltdown, and
people are talking about spending
less money. Doesn’t Japan suggest
we should spend more to shore up
our infrastructure?
The fact is that we in the United
States have chosen not to invest in
infrastructure for more than a generation. We drive over potholes, look
at detours in roads, and send children
to school in dilapidated buildings,
and we think it’s okay. We know that
we could invest more, and we could
achieve more, but we have decided
that we don’t want, to quite move in
that direction. We have to, we say,
pay attention to money. But, we also
have to pay attention to our future
and to outcomes.
Among the outcomes we must

be careful of are outcomes in
education. It is challenging to find
that so very many people think we
should cut educational spending
because we are in a budget crunch.
Cutting education is like a farmer
eating her seed corn, deciding to
sacrifice consumption today for
investment tomorrow. If we are to
excel as a nation, we need to invest
fully in education. We’ve not done
so. Why do we have crumbling
schools and state of the art prisons?
The United States leads the
world in having educated people
who are 55-64. Nearly 40 percent of
us have AA or BA degrees. We have
not improved our ability to deliver
educational services in 30 years, so
that nearly 40 percent of those 25 to
34 have AA and BA degrees. We
lead in the education of seasoned
people, but we rank 10th in the
education of younger people. That
speaks poorly to our possibilities for
the future.
What must we do? We must
spend the dollars that we need to
strengthen our infrastructure. We
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must put dollars into education. This
is hardly the time to cut back on an
investment on the future. Instead of
holding back, we must move
forward, boldly, with our investment.
Japan should be a wake-up call
for all of us. A country that was seen
as stable has been destabilized by a
natural disaster. Could that happen
here? Further, what else could
happen here to hurt us? We are so
complacent about education that we
run the risk of being run over by
dozens of other world powers. Yes,
there are dozens of others now, and
even that might be disconcerting for
those of us who are wedded to a
paradigm that places the United
States first.
If we take the call to wake up
then we will look at infrastructure
and opportunity. Can we learn from
Japan, or will we simply offer the
compassion that we offer to so many
others? Learning means doing
something different. Is that within
the realm of our possibility?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Youth Summit Identifies Jobs,
Respect, After School Activities
Funding As Important Concerns
BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Members of the City Council,
corporations and neighborhoods
gathered on Wed. March 16,
2011 at the Pinellas County Job
Co rp s Center, where they
listened and held dialogue with
youth regarding concerns about
youth developmental needs.
"We're here because we love
you and I hope and pray I'm
looking at a future mayor right
here," Mayor Bill Foster said as
he welcomed youth attendees to
the summit. "I want nothing
more than to see you succeed. I
don't want you to be a wall
sitter, one who sits all day and
watch the world go by. Today
it's about you. It's about
listening to you. We don't do
enough listening to what it is
you want. Do you love your
city?"
With a small show of hands
raised to the mayor’s question,
he said, "What is it going to take
to make more of you raise your
hands?" He added that the
citizens and public officials
want the youth to feel loved and
that they are going to act and do
everything possible to show
their commitment to youth
development.
The youth summit was
organized by City Councilman
Wengay Newton, who is the
representative for the area in
which the Jobs Corps Center
exists. Along with the center's
director, Larry Deisler, Newton
scheduled the summit as a
means to hightlight youth
issues, especially in light of the
recent murder of a St.
Petersburg Police Officer,
Officer David Crawford, where
a 16-year-old, Nicholas

COTILLION

continued from front page
Sanders and co-chairs Lena L.
Wilfalk and Lisa L. Brody. In
appreciation remarks to the
a u d i e nce, par ticipants a nd

Wengay Newton and Larry Deisler,
Director of Jobs Corp Center

Lindsey, has been arrested and
charged as the assailant.
Among the issues identified
by the eight youth panel
assembled on stage included
jobs, respect for youth and
youth programs. The informal
format used allowed for a
question and answer style where
youth panel members posed
questions to adult audience
members and audience
me mbers res p o n d ed wi t h
answers and other questions to
the panel.
Several corporate representatives attended the meeting
including the president of the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce, Chris Steinocher,
who responded to the youth
question of how jobs and other
opportunities are promoted to
youth.
"I don't think we're doing a
good job at promoting job
opportunities to youth,'
Steinocher said. "There also
needs to be a process in place
from youth that shows job
readiness." He added that the
business community must make

smart decisions too and in order
to match qualified potential
employees with positions, there
n eed s t o b e a p ro ces s t h at
indicates that the applicant is
job ready.
Other suggestions included
more funding for after school
activities such as the performing
and visual arts and networking
with families and their friends
who are in businesses and can
help with hiring youth.
The Job Corps Center is
accepting enrollment applications for its programs at its
l o cat i o n an d t h e Wo rk Net
Pinellas Center. The center has
openings for at least 300 youth
and only 109 students are
currently enrolled. The BOLEY
Centers is currently accepting
applications for youth summer
jobs and the City of St.
Petersburg has information
about other employment opportunities.
Councilman Newton plans
to organize future summits.
M o re t h an 1 5 0 ad u l t s an d
youths attended the summit.

guests, Sanders said, “we thank
you for this moment, your
support and giving the ladies of
Alpha Kappa Alpha the opportunity to continue to serve all
mankind through scholarship
and community service. You are

al l ap p reci at ed . ” C l o s i n g
remarks by President Crystal
Pruitt ended a delightful night to
remember. For more information on Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter log on to
www.zuochapter.org.
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Pinellas Students Receive
9 National Art Awards
ST PETERSBURG - Seven
students from Pinellas County
Schools have received prestigious
national awards for their outstanding artwork through the Scholastic
Art & Writing Awards. This 88
year-old national program recognizes
outstanding
creative
teenagers and offers scholarship
opportunities for graduating high
school seniors.
The nonprofit Alliance for
Young Artists & Writers, which
administers the awards, will honor
national winners at a special
ceremony at the world-famous
Carnegie Hall in New York City on
May 31. Select award-winning art
and writing will be exhibited at the
World Financial Center Courtyard

Gallery in Lower Manhattan from
June 1-19. Mayor Bloomberg has
declared May 31 the official
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
Day and the top of the Empire State
Building will be lit gold in honor of
the students’achievements.
This year’s award recipients
from Pinellas County Schools are:
- Daniel Abbot, St. Petersburg
High, grade 12, “Industrial
Plume,” fashion category, Silver
Medal
- Kelsie Conley, PCCA at
Gibbs High, grade 12, “The
Beautiful Girl of Moontower,”
drawing category, American
Visions Medal; and Art Portfolio,
Silver Medal with Distinction
- Madeline Job, Palm Harbor

University High, grade 12,
“Undeniable
Slice
(Your
Recognized Creations),” mixed
media category, Silver Medal; and
Art Portfolio, Silver Medal with
Distinction
- Sarah Mangan, East Lake
High, grade 10, “Fall is for
Laughter and Dancers and Song,”
film category, Silver Medal
- Patience Melton, PCCA at
Gibbs High, grade 12, Art
Portfolio, Silver Medal
- Kira Oglesby, St. Petersburg
High, grade 11, “Fetus,” sculpture
category, Silver Medal
- Sarah Warmouth, Palm
Harbor University High, grade 12,
“Masochism,” painting category,
Silver Medal

Open Enrollment Period
LARGO - The Pinellas
County Schools’ student assignment office has scheduled an open
enrollment period for parents who
would like to request another
school other than their child’s
assigned school for the 2011-12
school year. The open enrollment
period is April 4-18. There will be
a limited number of seats
available during open enrollment
due to class size and No Child
Left Behind requirements.
To participate, parents must
log into the Student Reservation
System (SRS) on the district
website, www.pcsb.org, using
their Parent Portal user ID and
password between April 4-18. If
parents do not have a user ID and
password, they may visit any
nearby school to get one. If
parents already have a user ID and
password for another child in their
family, they do not need a new

one.
Students do not lose their
current seat by requesting another
school. Incoming kindergarteners
and other students new to the
district in 2011-12 must be
enrolled in a school (registered, not
just a reservation) to participate.
Parents need to be aware of
the following facts if they decide
to participate in open enrollment:
Incoming kindergarteners,
6th- and 9th-graders will be
assigned to their zoned school for
2011-12. During open enrollment,
parents may request to have
siblings assigned to the same
school next year provided there is
a seat available.
If a parent requests a change
in a school assignment for their
child during open enrollment and
receives the new school assignment, their child will not receive
school bus transportation unless

the requested school is their zoned
school and the student lives more
than two miles from that school.
Students who are assigned to
a non-zoned school during open
enrollment are permitted to stay at
the non-zoned school through the
highest grade level at that school
unless the district rezones your
residence.
All assignments will be made
on a space-available basis and
parents will be notified by phone
or email by May 9th.
The first day of school for the
next school year is Monday,
August 22, 2011. Students must
be five years old on or before
September 1, 2011, to attend
kindergarten. For more information about the registration process
or open enrollment, call student
assignment, 727-588-6210, or
visit the district website at
www.pcsb

Application Deadline
Extended For City’s Student
Ambassador Program
ST. PETERSBURG - The
deadline to apply for
S t . P e t e r s b u rg ’s S t u d e n t
Ambassador Program to
Takamatsu, Japan, has been
extended one week, to April 8.
Two high school juniors will be
selected to represent St.
Petersburg on a three-week trip
as goodwill ambassadors to
Takamatasu while learning
more about Japanese culture

and experiencing daily life with
a host family.
Applications for the
exchange program are available
at www.stpete.org/Japan and
must be received by the city’s
Office of Arts and International
Relations at City Hall by noon
on April 8. Students completing their junior year in 2011 are
not required to attend a St.
Petersburg-based high school,

but they are required to legally
reside inside St. Petersburg city
limits. All qualified applicants
will be interviewed by members
of the International Relations
Committee before two finalists
are selected.
For more information
or to download application
materials for the Student
Ambassador program, visit
www.stpete.org/Japan.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
THE

WINNING

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
Afew weeks ago I did a sermon in church about a
woman whose name was not mentioned in the Bible,
but some of us know her story very well. She was the
woman spoken of in Matthew and Mark who challenged Jesus to minister to her needs, just as he ministered to the needs of the Israelites of his day. I talked
about the fact that most of us will not find our names
in history books, but we will impact the lives of others
in some, perhaps small, way.
I believe most of us owe a great deal of our
successes to women whose names will not ever be
mentioned in history books. There are those women
who told us to walk with our heads held high because
we should be proud of who we are. There are those
women who told us to define ourselves by divine
standards instead of by the standards of the world.

Then there are those women who taught us to focus on
our education in order to better ourselves.
Many women showed me how to be a woman,
challenging me to assert myself when necessary and to
carefully choose my battles. Others encouraged me to
believe in myself and the God within me, especially
when faced with obstacles. They taught me how to
love myself and appreciate the unique person I am.
Ultimately, they taught me to appreciate all people and
the unique creations they are.
As we end Women’s History Month, I am profoundly grateful that so many women whose names
will never be mentioned in history books graciously
gave me their time and offered their guidance. I am
hopeful that I can offer a modicum of the support I’ve
received to those I will encounter.

PA I D A D V E R T O R I A L
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Congratulations to
Brianna Forde, Daughter Of
Anthony And Faya Forde
Brianna
Forde, 2010
gr adua te of
Lakewood
High School,
continues to
excel academically and
as a leader at
The Florida State University.
As an incoming freshmen at
The Florida State University,
Brianna was selected to serve on
the Florida State University
Freshmen Leadership Council.

The Council serves as a leadership development program for
incoming freshmen students.
Out of 200 freshmen, 40
students were chosen to serve on
the council.
Additionally, Brianna Forde
will be inducted into the Phi Eta
Sigma National Honor Society
at The Florida State University.
The induction ceremony will
take place on March 28, 2011 at
the University Center Club
Ballroom at FSU.
Phi Eta Sigma National

Honor Society is a national
honor society rewarding first
year students who have a cumulative grade point average of at
least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale for any
full time student.
Brianna was also invited
into The National Society of
Collegiate Scholars (NSCS).
Membership is by invitation
only, based on grade point
average and class standing.
The Induction Convocation
is this fall on the campus of
Florida State University.

Florida Seller Travel
Registration #ST-35137

Charter Service & Packaged Tours
Groups are Welcomed
Deadlines Do Apply – Limited Seating “Please Reserve Early”
Day Trips: Hard Rock Casino (Immokalee, FL)
First (1st) Saturday of each Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30 pp
($30 Free Play & $5 Food Voucher- You pay $30 & Get $35 of incentives, you do the math)
Overnight Tours & Casinos (2-3days & 1-2nights)
Casinos tours includes: Free Breakfast (up to $70 in free play & $18 in food coupons)
April 16th – 17th - (Hard Rock, Immokalee, FL Embassy Suites Hotel ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99 pp
May 14th - “Rosewood” City Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25 Adults - $20 Students
May 27th – 30th - “Gullah Festival” (Beaufort, SC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $389 pp
June 24th – 26th - “Key West” & Casinos (“Full day in Key West”) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $179 pp
July 10th – 14th - Tunica Casinos & Memphis, TN (Tunica, MS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $259 pp
August 20th – 21st - (3-4 Casinos, Ft. Lauderdale, FL). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99 pp
October 29th – 30th - (3-4 Casinos, Ft. Lauderdale, FL). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99 pp
*Heritage Tours Available (Call for dates & details)
*Road Ready Tours “Youth on The Move” Program (Great program for the kids…Let’s get them involved)
CALL FOR DETAILS
Road Ready Tours Call to Reserve: 813-500-4541 or 813-964-1062
Web: www.roadreadytours.com • Email: roadreadytours@gmail.com
“Join The Group – Join The Fun”

FORCLOSURE?
We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714

www.rubinslaw.com
www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

I am going to take a departure from what I was
scheduled to talk about this week and cover a different
topic instead. Last week, The Weekly Challenger
offered free advertising to an area business. The rules
of the game were simple — submit your name and
your company’s name to the given e-mail address.
The winning company, Perfect Finish Custom Paint
and Body, has an ad running in today’s issue. The ad is
valued at over $250.00. Preacher, the owner, has just
potentially exposed his business to 15,000-20,000
readers who may not have known about him before.
Some of whom, are sure to need auto body work; if not
now, then certainly sometime in the future.
Now to the part that I find perplexing. I am sure we
have all heard of people who say they just want to start
a business. We have heard the person in our leads
group complain that no one out there is buying. Others
say they just can’t get a break. Yet, as I sat eagerly
awaiting the flow of emails from excited business
owners and sales professionals who were ready to

EDGE

BY ALAN

MCBRIDE

market their wares to their niche market in the Pinellas
County area, I was surprised to find that instead of a
flood, I saw a trickle. More accurately, instead of a
trickle, a drop.
We have probably all heard variances of the
Woody Allen statement that 80 percent of life or
success is showing up. In the interview that led to that
quote, Woody Allen was giving his response to what
advice he would give young writers. He says, “My
observation was that once a person actually completed
a play or a novel he was well on his way to getting it
produced or published, as opposed to a vast majority of
people who tell me their ambition is to write, but who
strike out on the very first level and indeed never write
the play or book.”
My people, we have got to start showing up. We
need to show up, with our A- game on, ready for
something great to happen. Opportunities are all
around us, let’s start showing up.
Until next week...

Selecting A Daycare Center
For Your Child
BY KAREN HILL
Selecting a daycare center for
your child is one of the most
important decisions a parent or
guardian, who lives in this the 21st
century, will ever have to make.
When selecting such a center, there
are several things to keep in mind.
Therefore, parents and guardians
have a responsibility to educate
themselves on the process, and the
right questions that they need to ask.
Locating the center that meets
the hours of operation, locations, and
other needs of growing children, and
their parents or guardians, requires a
significant investment of time and
resources, to guarantee the comfort,
safety, and peace of mind of both
parents/guardians and children.
Your child will be placed in this
environment for a majority portion
of his or her day, surrounded by
influences that will promote positive
or negative developmental skills.
These acquisitions will remain with
him or her for the rest of his or her
life. Granted, this process might be a
difficult job for some, but your
children’s future depends on the
right choices of their parents and
guardians. Therefore, you never
want to place them in an environment that would hinder their future
growth and development.
According to Carla Snuggs’
philosophy on How to Select a
Quality Daycare Center, selecting
quality daycare for your child is an
important task, but it does not need

to be overwhelming. Once you
understand what qualities to look for
in a daycare center, it will be simple
to make a confident and informed
childcare selection.
Here are some of the qualities
that one should consider when
selecting a daycare center. First,
check the licensing and accreditation of the facility; make sure that
the center is in compliance with
state laws and licensing regulations. Any Licensed program will
have met the minimum standards
for a healthy and safe environment, and the license will be
displayed on the premises for all to
see. Next, the environment should
be brightly colored, spacious, and
clean. There should be a safe
outdoor area for play and creative
activities. The designated
equipment should include age
appropriate toys, and materials for
creative self-expression and motor
skill developmental activity.
The facility’s staff is an
important aspect of your assessment, because the staff directly
influences and facilitates your
child’s development and wellbeing. Their program or curriculum should be age appropriate, and
family involvement will be a must,
in order to properly enhance your
child’s development. Your being
able to relate to staff members
about your child’s progress,
behavior management strategies,
developmental issues, or any other
concerns you may have, is a must.

This program should promote
parent, child and teacher interactions. Finally, you should do your
research ahead of time, making
several onsite visits. And, after
you have made your final decision,
it is important to develop a close
working relationship with the
daycare workers who will be
directly responsible for your
child’s care and supervision.
Among the many daycare facilities that can be found in the St.
Petersburg community, the Elim
Child Development Center is one of
those that offers a wholesome
Christian environment. Their hours
of operation are Monday – Friday,
7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It provides a
wholesome vegetarian/meat
alternate diet, approved by Florida
Department of Education/National
School Lunch and Breakfast
Program. Their teachers are state
qualified and are fully accredited to
work in daycare facilities. They are
caring, nurturing, supportive and
committed to assisting each child in
reaching his or optimal educational
level. The center is located at
4824 2nd Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33711, phone
number (727) 327-8651. Call today
and arrange an appointment for your
personal onsite tour, the facility
operators will be glad to have you.
Karen Hill is the director of
Elim Child Development Center in
St. Petersburg, Florida. She has a
Master’s of Art degree in teaching
education.

THE WEEKLYCHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2011

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday March 24- Honda Grand Prix Illuminated
Night Parade & Party in the Park. Parade routes through
the downtown ending at N.Straub Park. Begins a 7 p.m.
The Grand Marshall, 2010 Honda Grand Prix champion,
Will Power, along with several racing legends and
current INDY drivers. An exciting addition to the Grand
Prix vehicles will be the Budweiser Float, Hitch &
Clydesdales. Music, family activities, food and meet
race drivers in N. Straub Park. Fireworks following the
end of the parade from Spa Beach Park, approx. 9 p.m.
Parade produced by the Suncoasters of St. Petersburg.
Visit www.festivalofstates.com or call 727-821-9888.
Saturday, March 26 - 25th Annual MARINE YARD
SALE, 9 a.m. - noon. Used boats, including a large
selection of power and sailboats and motors, will be
sold at a discount, as well as all types of accessories
and electronics. Other highlights include a raffle for a

variety of items and refreshments for sale. Proceeds
benefit the Eckerd College Search and Rescue (ECSAR) Team. *All sales are final with no previews.* Eckerd
College Waterfront Program (4200 54th Avenue South,
to benefit the Eckerd College Search and Rescue (ECSAR) program, a highly-trained group of volunteer
students and alumni who provide maritime search and
rescue to Eckerd College and the Tampa Bay boating
community - performing more than 500 assists every
year.
Sunday, April 3 - Everyone is invited to the 2011 Spring
Revival to be held at 7 p.m., April 3-5, at Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church, 912 3rd Avenue North.
The guest preacher is Presiding Elder Dr. Henry E.
Green, from the Tampa District. Rev. Bryant Fayson is
pastor and for more information contact the church at
727-822-2089.

Davis, Lehane, Mason,
Prendergast, And Raymund To Receive
Studio@620 Studio Honors
ST. PETERSBURG - The
“2011 Studio Honors” awards
celebration scheduled for
March 26, 2011 will be
honoring five individuals who
have contributed to the intellectual, artistic, economic, social,
and cultural aspects of our
community here and beyond.
“2011 Studio Honors gives
us an opportunity to honor individuals whose lives reflect the
programming that is characteristic of the Studio,” said Bob
Devin Jones, Artistic Director
of the Studio@620. “We invite
old and new friends of the
Studio to celebrate Midtown
rebuilder
Goliath
Davis,
literary extraordinaire Dennis
Lehane, community enricher
Patricia Mason, human rights
protector John Prendergast, and
emerging
actor
Monica
Raymund.”
“2011 Studio Honors”
will take place on Saturday,
Ma rc h 26, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Grand Ballroom at the
Renaissance Vinoy Resort and
G o l f Club. All proc ee ds
b e n e fit the Studio@620.
Reservations are required by
contacting 727-895-6620 or

info@studio620.org, or by
visiting the S t u d i o @6 2 0
website at www.studio620.org.
Jones will produce and
direct the Studio Honors celebration featuring performances
by Sharon Scott, Ozanda Gray,
The Nate Najar Trio, and
Dundu Dole Urban African
Ballet. The Studio Honors
honorary chair is Al May; event
co-chairs are former 620 Board
of Trustees President Robin
O’Dell and current Trustee
Amber Brinkley. The awards
will be designed by glass artist
Duncan McClellan.
The Studio@620 is proud
to announce the following 2011
honorees and their connection
to St. Petersburg:
GOLIATH “GO” DAVIS,
Public Servant. Born and raised
in St. Petersburg, this former
deputy mayor and community
enrichment administrator was
also the city’s first AfricanAmerican police chief and
spent four decades in public
service. GO is recognized for
spearheading the economic
revitalization efforts of the
Midtown community. He is
also the senior advisor for

Diversity and Community
Affairs at the University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg,
and is a member of the
President’s
Associates
at
Eckerd College.
DENNIS LEHANE,
Novelist. Since his first novel,
ADrink Before the War, won
the Shamus Award, Dennis has
published seven more novels
that have been translated into
more than 30 languages and
become international bestsellers. Dennis co-founded the
celebrated annual Eckerd
College Writers’ Conference:
Writers in Paradise.
PAT R I C I A “ PAT ”
MASON, former Executive
Director of First Night St.
Petersburg. Pat led St.
Petersburg’s bicentennial celeb rat i o n i n 1 9 7 6 , h el p ed
fo u n d t h e M ai n s ai l Art s
Festival, one of the premier
juried arts events on the west
coast of Florida, and St.
Petersburg International Folk
Fair Society (SPIFFS), remains
dedicated to the city’s influential Junior League, and created
one of the most successful
First Night celebrations in the

Pay Tribute to Mom
for Mother’s Day!
Reserve your message space in
our Special Mother’s Day issue.

COST: 2 columns by 1.5 inches, black and white ad - only $25
Double or triple your ad size - it’s up to you!

Add a personal photograph* for only $5 more!

DON’T DELAY! Call Alan McBride TODAY
for more information or to place your ad.
Cell Phone: (727) 238-6766 • Office Phone: (727) 896-2922
E-mail: SalesDR@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
*Personal photographs may be emailed as a JPG or originals brought to the office for scanning.

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South, Suite E
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705

WINNER OF THE FREE ADVERTISING CONTEST!

country.
JOHN PRENDERGAST,
International Human Rights.
Activist John has worked for
peace in Africa for over 25
years. The co-founder of the
Enough Project, the project to
end genocide and crimes
against humanity, uses his
ex p e r i e n c e i n t h e C l i n t o n
Wh i t e H o u s e , t h e S t a t e
Department, and numerous
NGOs highlight his work on
preventing conflict and human
rights abuses in Congo and
Sudan. Author of ten books.
MONICA RAYMUND,
Actor. St. Petersburg native
Monica Raymund had her first
starring role in the musical
“Manhattan Casino,” written
and directed by Bob Devin
Jones, when she was only 15years-old. She is a graduate of
Shorecrest Preparatory School
and The Juilliard School. Upon
graduation, Monica gueststarred on the 200th episode of
“Law & Order: SVU” starring
Robin Williams and was
shortly thereafter cast in the
FOX television show, “Lie to
Me.”

UNIQUE STYLEZ and CUTZ

Classified Ads

Work!!
NOW IS THE
TIME TO ACT!
Place Your Ad Today!!

CALL

(727) 896-2922

WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI
MONDAY SPECIAL
Wash &Set $20.00

115 - 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 Monday-Saturday

CLASSIFIED
FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE Notice is given that Billy J. Price,
desiring the fictitious name "Diving Discoveries" in Pinellas County,
Florida, intends to register such name with the Div. of
Corporations, Florida Dept. of State pursuant to Fla. Stat. Sec.
865.09.
FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE George Scheitinger is now doing
business as Bob Berman Tours.
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727-896-2922 for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date.Deadline:Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Kimberly Boone
Speaks For Zeta
Zetas Celebrate Finer Womanhood
ST. PETERSBURG - At
4:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon,
many will gather at the Childs
Park YMCA Center to hear Ms.
Kimberly Boone of Tampa, FL
talk about the courage and commitment which leads individuals to faithfully fulfill the needs
of their communities. Boone is
employed by the March of
Dimes, an organization that
researches causes and cures of
birth defects, provides
education on specific health
needs, and promotes programs
and activities that allow mothers
and infant children to thrive.
Her position as event coordinator at the March of Dimes’

Tampa Bay office gives her the
opportunity to observe as well
as participate in activities that
benefit more than eight counties
along the Gulf Coast. The
organization recognized her as
the 2010 “Rookie of the Year”
because her records show the
highest increase in activities
from one year to the next.
Boone is a graduate of
Florida State University in
Tallahassee. The Tampa native
sings in a gospel choir is a Road
to Recovery volunteer, and
Metropolitan Ministries
Holiday volunteer. She attends
Without Walls International
Church. Spending time with her

family and friends are also
important to her. She puts in as
much family time as she can
each day and always makes
plans for something fun filled
on the weekend.
Following tradition established in 1955, the St.
Petersburg chapter of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Incorporated, will
honor women of the community
who have gone above and
beyond what their jobs or their
friends and family expected
them to do to help others. This
program, a celebration of Finer
Womanhood, is also held
annually across the nation, in
Europe, Africa, and Korea.

Gibbs And Boca Ciega High To
Offer 12th-Grade College
Success Academies
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Florida Department of Education
has selected Gibbs High and
Boca Ciega High to be 2011-2012
12th-Grade College Success
Academies. The schools, in partnership with St. Petersburg
College, will provide students an
opportunity to satisfy remediation
requirements to enter college
level courses, enroll in college

courses offered on their high
school campus and receive
college credit for successfully
passing the co u rs es . T h e
academies will offer Mathematics
for College Success, Reading for
College Success, Writing for
College Success, and two dual
enrollment classes, Intermediate
Math and Student Life Skills.
Both high schools have

already identified teachers for
their academy who have been credentialed by St. Petersburg
C o l l eg e. E ach acad em y i s
expected to enroll over 100
students in the program.
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n ,
contact Kevin Gordon, Gibbs
High principal, (727) 893-5452 or
Michael Vigue, Boca Ciega High
principal, (727) 893-2780.

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.

General Benjamin Oliver
Davis, Jr., December 18, 1912 –
July 4, 2002, was a United States
Air Force general and commander
of the World War II Tuskegee
Airmen.
Davis was the first AfricanAmerican general in the United
States Air Force. During World War
II, Davis was commander of the
332nd Fighter Group, which
escorted bombers on air combat
missions over Europe. Davis
himself flew 60 missions in P-39,
Curtiss P-40, P-47 and P-51
Mustang fighters.
Benjamin Oliver Davis, Jr was
born in Washington, December 18,
1912, the second of three children
born to Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. and
Elnora Dickerson Davis. His father
was a U.S. Army officer, and at the
time was stationed in Wyoming
serving as a lieutenant with an allwhite cavalry unit. Benjamin O.
Davis, Sr. served 42 years before he
was promoted to brigadier general.
Elnora Davis died from complications after giving birth to their third
child, Elnora, in 1916.
At the age of 14, the younger
Davis went for a flight with a barnstorming pilot at Bolling Field in
Washington. The experience led to
his determination to become a pilot
himself. He was the first officer to
get his wings from the Tuskegee
Army Air Field March 7, 1942.
After attending the University
of Chicago, he entered the United
States Military Academy at West
Point, New York in 1932. He was
sponsored by Representative Oscar
De Priest (R-IL) of Chicago, at the
time, the only black member of

Congress. During the entire four
years of his Academy term, Davis
was shunned by his classmates, few
of whom spoke to him outside the
line of duty. He never had a
roommate, he ate by himself, his
classmates hoped that this would
drive him out of the Academy. The
“silent treatment” had the opposite
effect; it made Davis more determined to graduate.
Nevertheless, he earned the
respect of his classmates, as
evidenced by the biographical note
beneath his picture in the 1936
yearbook, the Howitzer:
“The courage, tenacity, and
intelligence with which he
conquered a problem incomparably
more difficult than plebe year won
for him the sincere admiration of his
classmates, and his single-minded
determination to continue in his
chosen career cannot fail to inspire
respect wherever fortune may lead
him.”
He graduated in 1936, 35th in a
class of 278. He was the academy’s
fourth black graduate. When he was
commissioned as a second lieutenant, the Army had a grand total of
two black line officers — Benjamin
O. Davis, Sr. and Benjamin O.
Davis, Jr. After graduation, he
married Agatha Scott.
At the start of his senior year at
West Point, Davis had applied for
the Army Air Corps but was
rejected because it did not accept
“blacks.” He was instead assigned
to the all-black 24th Infantry
Regiment, one of the original
Buffalo Soldier regiments, at Fort
Benning, Georgia. He was not
allowed inside the base officers’
club.
He later attended the U.S.
Army Infantry School at Fort
Benning, but then was assigned to
teach military tactics at Tuskegee
Institute, a black college in
Alabama. This was something his

father had done years before. It was
the Army’s way to avoid having a
black officer in command of white
soldiers.
Early in 1941, the Roosevelt
administration, in response to public
pressure for greater black participation in the military as war
approached, ordered the war department to create a black flying unit.
Captain Davis was assigned to the
first training class at Tuskegee
Army Air Field, hence the name
Tuskegee Airmen, and in March
1942 won his wings as one of five
black officers to complete the
course. He was the first black officer
to solo an Army Air Corps aircraft.
In July that year, having been
promoted to lieutenant colonel, he
was named commander of the first
all-black air unit, the 99th Pursuit
Squadron.
The squadron, equipped with
Curtiss P-40 fighters, was sent to
Tunisia in North Africa in the spring
of 1943. On June 2, they saw
combat for the first time in a divebombing mission against the
German-held island of Pantelleria.
The squadron later supported the
Allied invasion of Sicily.
In September 1943, Davis was
called back to the United States to
take command of the 332nd Fighter
Group, a larger all-black unit
preparing to go overseas.
Davis was assigned as deputy
commander in chief and U.S. Strike
Command, with headquarters at
MacDill Air Force Base. In August
1968, with additional duty as
commander in chief, Middle-East,
Southern Asia and Africa, he retired
from active military service
February 1, 1970.
On December 9, 1998,
Benjamin O. Davis Jr. was
advanced to the rank of General,
U.S. Air Force (Retired), with
President Clinton pinning on his
four-star insignia.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES

At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:

BLACK HISTORY

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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OUT & ABOUT

W STEVE

Take Nothing For Granted,
Be Careful!
Afriend shared an interesting story with
me some time ago. It was about a lady who
had her car broken into while at a function.
Things stolen from the car included a garage
door remote control, some money, a GPS, a
cell phone and her purse. When the victim got
home, the house had been ransacked and just
about everything worth anything had been
stolen. The thieves had used the GPS to guide
them to the house. They then used the garage
remote control to open the garage door and
gain entry to the house. The thieves used a
truck to empty the house of all of its contents.
Here is something I never thought of.
After the victim recognized her car had been
vandalized, she telephoned her husband from
a pay phone and advised him what had
happened. Her husband told her that he
received a text from her earlier asking about
the pin number. He expressed to her that he
sent the pin number a while ago. The couple
rushed to the bank and were told by bank staff
that all their money had been withdrawn. The
thief had actually used the stolen cell phone to
text “hubby” in the contact list and got the pin
number.
The moral of this lesson is to not disclose
the relationship between you and the people in
your contact list. Avoid using names like
home, honey, hubby, wife, sweetheart, mom,
dad, etc.
Be very cautious when sensitive informa-

tion is being asked through text. Confirm by
calling back. Also, when you’re being texted
by friends or family to meet them somewhere,
be sure to call back to confirm that the
message came from them. If you don’t reach
them, be very very careful about going places
to meet family and friends who text you.
We are all aware that we are living in bad
economic times. Because of this, it causes
desperate people to take desperate actions.
Unfortunately burglaries and car thefts are
some of those alternatives for criminals.
Please make sure that you take your
purses, wallets, and valuables out of your car
when you are not in your car. Be mindful that
good criminals are always watching and
waiting for you to make a mistake. Avery
minor error on your part can convert into a
never ending cycle of hardships and misfortunes.
I don’t want any of my family, friends, or
readers to experience what the victim experienced in this article. Most of us have worked
very hard for our money, and the valuables we
have acquired over a period of time. Don’t
allow a second of carelessness to cause you to
lose that. Criminals and thieves only need a
quick second to prey on you.
So remember to take nothing for granted
and be careful. Thank you for reading, and I
hope you have enjoyed your time OUT&
ABOUT W/Steve.

Jazz Memorial – 2010
Every now and then, we engaged in our
day to day routines unaware of what’s
happening all around us. Just recently, I came
to the realization that it’s been happening to
me. Just this past week, I couldn’t help take
notice how many jazz icons are leaving this
world.
While listening to Bob Seymour, local
disc jockey with a jazz program on FM Radio
Station WUSF – 87.9, I heard him say that
jazz drummer Joe Morello, best known for his
12-year stint with the Dave Brubeck Quartet,
died on Saturday, March 12. He was 82 years
of age.
Wow! It was back in New Jersey that I
first met Morello. I was taking flute lessons
with a young lady who was dating him at the
time, and he was giving drum lessons at the
same music shop.
Morello’s death raised a big question,
“How many jazz icons had passed during the
previous year – 2010?” What I found literally
left me depressed. Please note that this is a
short listing. There were many more.
On the short-list we have several very
popular jazz musicians, Billy Taylor and
Hank Jones, pianists, James Moody and
Buddy Collette, saxophones, Herb Ellis,
guitar, Lena Horne, Abbey Lincoln, and
Eddie Fisher, vocalists, Ed Thigpen, drums,
and Jack Brokensha, vibraphone. In addition
to the aforementioned, there were also
musicians not considered to be “jazz”
musicians, but musicians in their own right,
such as Solomon Burke, Jimmy Dean and
Teddy Pendergrass, vocalists.
Okay! Jazz fans out there, who do YOU
think will step into their shoes? You’ll agree
that we’re in need of some younger players to
take over from the older musicians. Correct?

Well, last year, I was fortunate enough to
become involved with a group of young jazz
musicians, and formed the jazz group “Jazz
Futures.” My group consisted of three saxophonists (two were 16, one was 27), a female
bass player, a 17-year-old trombonist, and a
17-year-old keyboardist. In addition, we had
a 17-year-old drummer who received a 4year full scholarship to Berkeley School of
Music. Plus, backing him was a 13-year-old
drummer who takes lessons at the local
Bringe Music Store.
In addition to the aforementioned young
jazz musicians, let’s not forget Tampa Bay’s
own 24-year-old Eric Darius and 18-year-old
B.K. Jackson, both alto saxophonists.
Also there’s “Jazz Juvnocracy,” the
fantastic youthful jazz group of high school
students out of Sarasota.
Other youthful jazz musicians who may
be taking over one day are: Alfred Sheppard
who was referred to as the “Superman” of
jazz; jazz flautist José Valentino-Ruiz as best
flautist that I had ever seen; or up and high
school youngsters saxophone players Jordan
Richardson and Khalani Thompson.
If you get the opportunity to attend a
concert by any of these younger jazz
musicians, do so. Continued support is what
they need, if we expect them to fill the void
left by the passing of our older jazz icons.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Buckeyes Emerge From Weekend
As THE Team

Jared Sullinger

BY TOM WITHERS
CLEVELAND (AP) College basketball has been
waiting all season for a special
team, one to step forward and
announce itself as the one to beat.
A dominant team. A complete
team. Perhaps, a championship
team.
Well, that team may have
finally arrived.
It’s Ohio State.
After two blowout wins to
open the NCAA tournament, the
top-seeded Buckeyes may have
separated from the pack and
served notice to the rest of the
field that this might be their year
to hoist the championship trophy.
On Sunday, they thrashed a
George Mason squad that never

knew what hit it with a dazzling
display of offensive firepower and
defensive resolve a 98-66 win that
could have made worse.
When it was over, freshman
center Jared Sullinger gave a
teasing prediction. He believes the
Buckeyes’ best days are still
ahead.
“We can play better,” he said.
That’s a very scary thought.
After being steamrolled by the
Buckeyes, George Mason coach
Jim Larranaga wasn’t ready to
crown the Buckeyes champs just
yet.
“Well,” he said. “If they play
like they did today, it makes them
a tough out.”
Seeking its first national title
since 1960, Ohio State advanced
to play Kentucky (27-8) in the
East regional semifinals Friday in
Newark, N.J. The Buckeyes will
be joined there by Marquette,
which advanced to the round of 16
with a 66-62 win over Syracuse in
a back-and-forth struggle between
Big East brothers.
The 11th-seeded Golden
Eagles (21-14) will face North
Carolina (28-7) on Friday.
Although it may not have the
blue-blooded pedigree of the other
schools still alive in the region,
Marquette’s players feel as if they
belong.
“All those teams are great, but
I feel like we are just as good,”
said Marquette guard Darius
Johnson-Odom, whose 3-pointer
with 27 seconds left snapped a tie
and sent the Golden Eagles into

the round of 16 for the first time in
eight years, when Dwyane Wade
took them to the Final Four.
“We worked so hard during
the offseason, preseason, to put
ourselves in the position in the
way we are now,” he said. “When
guys come out and play just as
tough as ever and put it all on the
line, then you’re supposed to be in
positions like this.
“Sweet 16 is for us.”
Early in Ohio State’s game
with George Mason, the Buckeyes
were trailing and appearing vulnerable. The Patriots were getting
physical, talking trash and taking
it right at the Big Ten champions
the team with no obvious weaknesses and Sullinger, who had
three quick turnovers.
T h a t ’s w h e n S u l l i n g e r
bumped Patriots forward Ryan
Pearson from behind and told him
to watch out.
“It’s over, yo,” Sullinger said,
waving his hands.
And it was, yo.
C l ev el an d n at i v e Dav i d
Lighty, Ohio State’s fourthleading scorer, made all seven of
his 3-pointers and scored 25
points, Sullinger and William
Buford added 18 apiece and Ohio
State made 16 3s in putting away
the Patriots, who had dreams of
making a deep run like the school
did in 2006.
The Buckeyes would have
none of it. They used their devastating inside-outside attack to post
the most lopsided tournament
victory in school history. Ohio

State outscored George Mason 5015 over the final 16 minutes of the
first half.
It was a Cleveland clinic.
The Buckeyes had a 10-0 run,
a 16-0 burst and made five 3pointers over the final 5 minutes
on the way to opening a 52-26
halftime lead.
“Every time I looked up
everybody was hitting a jumper or
a 3 or something,” said Lighty,
who earlier in the day received his
diploma.
Freshman guard Aaron Craft
came off the bench and sparked
Ohio State with 15 assists, many
of them to the wings as the
Buckeyes finished 16 of 26 behind
the arc. The Buckeyes shot 61
percent from the floor.
What makes Ohio State so
tough is its versatility. If teams
double-team Sullinger, he simply
passes it out to Diebler, Buford,
Craft and Lighty Robin Hood’s
merry men didn’t have such good
aim. If teams take away the
perimeter, the Buckeyes lob the
ball inside to the 6-foot-9, 280pound Sullinger, their round
mound of resound.
“It’s just very hard to guard,”
said George Mason’s Cam Long.
“You’ve got great shooters outside
and you’ve also got power post
men sitting in the block. So when
you’re trying to shut down one
thing, they’ve got other things that
open up. It’s definitely a hard
thing to guard.”

Bama Opens Spring Seeking To Fill Voids

Nick Saban

BY JOHN ZENOR
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) Alabama opened spring practice
trying to replace three stars who
left early for the NFL and quarterback Greg McElroy while also
dealing with off-the-field issues
involving two safeties.
The Crimson Tide held its first
practice Monday, a day after the
arrest of All-American and team
captain Mark Barron on a misdemeanor charge of hindering prosecution.
Coach Nick Saban said Barron
“used poor judgment” in trying to

protect someone else.
“I think Mark learned that he
did not use good judgment in this
case, in not saying what he could
have said to help the police,”
Saban said.
Robby Green, who missed
last season on NCAA suspension
for unspecified issues, is now
suspended for violating team
rules. Saban said any disciplinary
action taken against both players
will be handled internally and not
made public.
The Tide has plenty of on-thefield issues to tend to this spring
after a season that was a letdown
for fans expecting a repeat
national title, despite a 10-3
record and dominating Capital
One Bowl win over Michigan
State.
Alabama has eight newcomers
already enrolled for spring,
including highly regarded running
back Dee Hart, offensive lineman
Aaron Douglas and defensive
lineman Jesse Williams _ all
positions where there is room for
immediate help.
Barron, meanwhile, was
among the players working in a
black, non-contact jersey Monday
after undergoing surgery to repair
a torn pectoral muscle sustained in
the Auburn game.
Gone are Heisman Trophy
winning tailback Mark Ingram,
defensive end Marcell Dareus and

wide receiver Julio Jones all
projected as first-rounders in the
NFL draft.
Plus, McElroy departed after
leading Alabama to a national title
and 24 wins in two seasons as a
starter. The players vying to
replace him were much more
highly touted recruits but have had
little or no chance to prove themselves on the field.
Sophomore A.J. McCarron
was already the top backup by the
national championship game two
years ago, though he wasn’t
needed and received a redshirt. He
completed 30 of 48 passes for 389
yards and three touchdowns with
no interceptions last season.
Redshirt freshman Phillip
Sims was rated the nation’s top
quarterback prospect by two
recruiting services last year.
Signee Phillip Ely has enrolled
early and is going through spring
practice with the two returnees
and Blake Sims, who could also
wind up at running back or wide
receiver.
“Any quarterback we’ve got
can go start anywhere,” tailback
Trent Richardson said. “A.J.,
Phillip Sims, Blake Sims, they can
go do it. I believe that, they’ve just
got to make everybody else
believe it on the team.”
Saban said he wants to see the
quarterbacks show they can
command the offense and manage

the game, two areas where
McElroy excelled.
“Take what the defense gives
you, and that’s how we’ll move
the ball and be successful,” Saban
said. “And that’s how we’ll
function best as a team. When
good plays are available, you’ll
take them.
“But you can’t create them
when they’re not there.”
McCarron’s biggest claim to
fame last season was when Saban
was caught on video slapping him
on his rear end and giving him an
earful as he came off the field after
going deep instead of throwing to
the open man against Mississippi
State. It was what the coach
smilingly called one of those
“teaching moments.”
“A.J. wanted to try a fake field
goal in one of the games last year
after that incident in the
Mississippi State game,” Saban
said Monday. “So he said in
practice, ‘When are we going to
run this? It’s a touchdown if we
run it.’
“I said, ‘OK, the first time we
get in field goal range in this
game, we’ll call it. But if it doesn’t
work, it’s your butt so don’t come
to the sidelines.’ And he threw up
his hands and said, ‘Look, I don’t
want to be the lead story on
SportsCenter with you again.’
That was the end of that.”

6 Pro Teams
Announce
Green Sports
Alliance
SEATTLE (AP) - Six
professional sports teams
from the Pacific
Northwest on Monday
announced the formation
of a nonprofit organization
intended to reduce the
environmental impacts of
pro teams.
Participants in the
Green Sports Alliance
include the Seattle
Mariners, Seattle Seahawks,
Seattle Sounders FC, Seattle
Storm, Portland Trail
Blazers and Vancouver
Canucks in cooperation
with their venues.
“We encourage all
professional sports to join
us,” executive director
Martin Tull said. “We will
assist in measuring results
and identifying strategies
to reduce energy use and
carbon emissions,
conserve water, increase
recycling, promote alternative transportation
policies and promote the
use of renewable energy.”
The Green Sports
Alliance has received
endorsements from the
commissioners of each of
the respective sports
leagues as well as the
Environmental Protection
Agency.
The inspiration for the
group came from a collaboration between the
Natural Resources
Defense Council and representatives of Paul G.
Allen, owner of the
Seahawks, Trail Blazers
and part-owner of the
Sounders FC, in the fall of
2009.
The alliance, based
out of Portland, Ore.,
hopes to use sports as a
platform to reach out to
fans and businesses about
the need for conservation
and waste reduction.
The group also
announced plans for its
inaugural Green Sports
Alliance summit to be held
in Portland on Aug. 1-3.
Allen Hershkowitz, a

senior scientist for the
Natural Resources
Defense Council, said the
alliance will use the
cultural and market appeal
of sports to advance environmental objectives.
“Eighteen percent of
Americans say they pay
attention to science of any
kind at all, including environmental science, and yet
56 percent of Americans
say they regularly pay
attention to sports,”
Hershkowitz said. “If you
want to change the world,
you don’t emphasize how
different you are from
everybody else, you go to
where Americans are at
and that’s why this initiative is so meaningful.”
Representatives from
each of the franchises
talked about their green
initiatives and their
attempts to consolidate
waste from their venues.
The Mariners said
they have increased their
recycling rate to over 70
percent of all disposed
materials, reduced natural
gas use by 60 percent,
electricity by 30 percent
and water usage by 15
percent since 2006.
Safeco Field also has
the lowest “energy
intensity” of all major
league ballparks that part i c i p a t e i n t h e E PA’s
Energy Star program.
“It’s not just an environmental initiative. It’s a
business initiative that
greens your bottom line
and greens the environment so they really go
hand in hand,” said Scott
Jenkins, Mariners vice
president of ballpark operations.
“We
want
more
members. This is not just a
Northwest-based alliance.
Whether it’s NASCAR,
whether it’s college sports,
high school sports, club
sports, ultimately the
power of the Green Sports
Alliance, I think, is huge.”

Match Play To
Stay In Arizona
1 More Year
MARANA, Ariz.
(AP) - The Match Play
Championship is
returning to Dove
Mountain in 2012 for the
sixth straight year.
The PGA Tour said
Monday that the World
Golf Championship event
again will be played at
The Ritz-Carlton Golf
Club, where Luke Donald
won last month over
Martin Kaymer.
The contract with
Dove Mountain is to
expire after 2012, while
Accenture’s title sponsorship agreement goes

through 2014.
The PGA Tour also
said that Gerald
Goodman, a popular tournament director with
players when he ran the
tour event at Innisbrook
near Tampa, Fla., would
take over as executive
director of the Match Play
Championship.
Match Play has been
at four courses since it
began in 1999 seven years
at La Costa, one year in
Australia, two years at
The Gallery on Dove
Mountain and the RitzCarlton Golf Club.
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continued from front page
did not properly administer the
epidural or respond to her
complaint of headaches.
Mount Sinai's press officer
was unable to comment on
Eady's death because of the
state's privacy laws.
20 Deaths in 2007
Eady was one of the city's
20 African-American new
mothers who died in 2007 as a
result of a pregnancy gone
wrong. With the absolute
numbers of African-American
b i rt h s in New York city
d ro p p ing, the city' s Vital
Statistics reports state AfricanAmerican women had a
maternal mortality ratio of 68.7
(the number of deaths if
100,000
African-American
mothers had given birth) in
2007.
The f ollowing yea r,
22 A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
women died in New York City
f ro m "pr egnancy-re la te d
causes" for a maternal
mortality ratio of 78.8.
Dr. Jo Ivey Bufford,
president of the New York
Academy of Medicine, and a
researcher
in
maternal
mortality, estimates that 45
percent of these deaths are preventable.
In New York City that year,
2008, two white women died
during pregnancy and childbirth, for a maternal mortality
ratio of 5.1. The following
year, four white women died
for a maternal mortality rate of
10.4, according to the New
York City Vital Statistics
reports.

PRESS

continued from front page
Also, a welcome reception
for participants was sponsored
by Wells Fargo, represented by
Michelle Thornhill, Senior
Vice President and AfricanAmerican Segment Manager.
Thornhill welcomed the publishers to the nation’s capitol
and Black Press Week. Danny
J. Bakewell, Sr., Chair of the
National Newspaper
P u b l is her s A s s o ciation,
brought greetings, as Dorothy
R. Leavell, NNPA Foundation
chairperson served as presider.
The annual visit to Capitol
Hill began with a breakfast
meeting attended by several
members of the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC). Rep.
Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO),
CBC Chair, served as host of
the gathering that included
Reps. James Clyburn (D-SC),
Donna Christensen (D-VI),
Chaka Fattah (D-PA), Danny
K. Davis (D-IL), former CBC
chairwoman Barbara Lee (DCA), Bobby Scott (D-VA), Mel
Watt (D-NC), Charles Rangel
(D-NY), Karen Bass (D-CA),
Marcia Fudge (D-OH), Al
Green (D-TX), Sheila Jackson
Lee (D-TX), and Laura
Richardson (D-CA). Joining
t h e CBC membe rs wa s
Democratic Leader and House
Minority Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-CA), who expressed her
appreciation and pleasure in
meeting with the Black Press
each year during Black Press
Week. Sharon Jenkins, a representative for Cong. Bobby
Rush (D-IL), also attended.
During the two and onehalf hour meeting on Capitol
Hill, the black publishers,
political leaders, discussed
issues affecting African-

Going beyond the data
routinely gathered, New York's
health department issued a
report on maternal mortality in
the city for the years 2001 to
2005 that provides an unprecedented level of detail about
which women die and how.
The findings drew no conclusions about how to lower the
high rate of maternal deaths in
New York - among the highest
in the nation - and among
African-Americans.
But the city's report does
detail the high risk of Csections. The New York study
found that a whopping 79
percent of all mothers who
died "from pregnancy-related
causes" gave birth via
Cesarean sections. In addition,
other reports from New York
City's
health
department
indicate a consistent rise in
Cesarean sections in the city,
from 25.8 percent of all births
in 1997 to 34.4 percent - more
than a third - of all births in
2008.
T h e Wo r l d H e a l t h
Organization's recommendation is that no more than 15
percent of all births should be
C-sections.
Lack of Prenatal Care
The lack of prenatal care,
even in a city with public
hospitals and clinics, played a
definitive role in the maternal
mortality rate. The 2010 report
indicates that 51 percent of
those who died had "adequate
or adequate plus" medical care
while they were pregnant,
however this data was not
broken down further by race or
ethnicity.
Of the mothers who died as
a result of a pregnancy, the

Americans and the nation.
Following the Capitol Hill
event, Danny J. Bakewell, Sr.,
presented the power of the
Black Press message during a
National Press Club luncheon,
at which he also announced a
NNPA initiative to have the
Wilmington 10 pardoned.
Emceed by noted journalist and
NNPA columnist George
Curry, the audience was spellbound by the video of the
Wilmington 10 and remarks by
the most well-known member
of the group, Dr. Benjamin
Chavis, who is now president
of the Education Online
Services Corporation.
Among the highlights of
the activities was the
Newsmakers o f t h e Year
ceremony. More than 200
guests attended the semiformal event that honored
Newsmaker of the Year Shirley
Sherrod, former employee of
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture; Lifetime Achiever
Publisher Emeritus Garth
Reeves, of The Miami Times;
NorthStar Community Service
award recipients, John Boyd, of
the National Black Farmers
Association and Timothy
Pigford, a black farmer from
North Carolina, who filed the
class action lawsuit to aid
Black Farmers; and the 10
members of the Congressional
Black
Caucus
financial
services committee that took a
courageous stand to benefit
African-American citizens, as
well as the Black Press.
NNPA Foundation partners
- the National Cancer Institute,
represented by James
Alexander, Centers for Disease
Control, represented by Dr.
Robert Bailey, and a representative from the University of
Maryland - discussed their rela-

city's report found 58 percent
were African-American. That's
an outsized statistic on its own,
but even more glaring against
the minority status of black
women, who represented 24
percent of all births.
Ten percent of the
pregnancy-related deaths were
of white women, who
represent 30 percent of all
births.
Hispanic and Asian-Pacific
Island pregnant women, who
represent 45 percent of all who
gave birth, died at twice the
rate of white pregnant women
but at significantly lower rates
than black women.
Physicians,
researchers,
academicians, midwives and
public health experts agree:
Most of these deaths are preventable.
Obesity among those who
died was emphasized in the
city's official statements about
the implications of the report.
Pre-existing conditions have
been the subject of significant
research. Poverty and lack of
maternal health care are often
linked by maternal health
activists to high maternal
mortality rates.
However, the data in the
city's 2010 report indicate that
the medical community might
have to look further than these
usual suspects and ask themselves what more can be done
by medical providers to save
women's lives, particularly
African-American women.
To be continued next week.
Rita Henley Jensen is
editor-in-chief of Women's
eNews.

tionship with the foundation
an d t h e p u b l i s h ers . T h e
Republican National
Committee, represented by
Rick Wiley, political director,
also spoke with the publishers
about a collaboration with
black publishers.
The culminating event for
Black Press Week was the
Enshrinement of Deceased
Publishers in the Gallery of
Distinguished Publishers at
Howard University’s Moorland
Spingarn Research Center. A
highly emotionally charged
ceremony was attended by the
fam i l y m em b ers o f t h e
deceased publishers honored
during the event, including
Cloves Campbell, Sr. and Dr.
Charles Campbell, publisher of
the Arizona Informant, Charles
W. Cherry, publisher of the
Daytona Times and Florida
Courier newspapers, and N.A.
Sweets, publisher of the St.
Louis American, all of whom
joined the 63 other NNPA
publishers inducted in the
Gal l ery o f Di s t i n g u i s h ed
Publishers. Dr. Clifford L.
Muse, Jr., university archivist
of the Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center, received the
plaques of the deceased publishers to add to the Gallery.
Publishers in attendance
lauded the coordinators for one
of the best Black Press Week
observances in recent memory.
Cheryl Pearson McNeil, Senior
vice president, Public Affairs
and Government Relations for
The Nielsen Company, Larry
Wa t e r s , D i r e c t o r o f
Multicultural Relations, for
MillerCoors Brewing
C o m p a n y, a n d C h u c k
Morrison, UniWorld Group,
representing
Ford
Motor
Company, were major supporters of the events.

Night Prowls A Fun Way To
Involve Kids In Conservation
TALLAHASSEE - During
spring and summer months, as
temperatures
warm
up,
nocturnal creatures that are
usually quite secretive become
more active and easier to locate.
This is the perfect time of year to
go out with children for a night
prowl.
The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) and the
Wildlife Foundation of Florida
are working to reverse the
growing trend of our youth
spending too much time inside.
One way you can interest
your children in nature is to take
them on a night walk. We often
overlook the wildlife that come
out at night, and this is a great
way to get your children excited
about conservation.
Insects are particularly
active on warm nights. Try
looking for fireflies, moths and
crickets. An easy way to look at
them closely without causing
injury is to capture the insect in a
clear jar and cover the top with
cheesecloth held down by a
large rubber band around the
rim. (Remember to release the
insects once you are done).
Cicadas are a favorite with kids,
as they are strange looking,
make very loud sounds and are
fun to handle.
Owls, such as barred, great
horned and eastern screech, are
often quite vocal at night.
Learning the calls with your
children and listening for them
is a lot of fun, especially if you
learn to call back. Chuck-will’swidows also call actively on
moonlit nights. They sing
loudly, mimicking their name.

During the spring, you may also
hear our state bird, the northern
mockingbird, singing his heart
out to attract a mate. These birds
learn more than 100 songs over
the course of their lifetime.
Bats are also a favorite with
children. Watch for bats feeding
on insects near streetlights,
along woodland edges or over
water. They are active from
sunset to sunrise, although you
are more likely to see them just
at dusk when there is still a little
ambient light.
Flying squirrels are also
nocturnal. Though they don’t
really fly, they can glide up to
150 feet and are adept at
sneaking seeds at bird feeders.
They are more difficult to see
than bats, as they require forests
with tall trees from which to
glide.
Skunks and armadillos are
usually more active during the
night and are fun to watch as
they forage for food. Armadillos
can’t see very well, so you can
sneak up fairly close if you are
quiet.
Frogs and toads fascinate
kids, and there are more than 25
native species in Florida. These
amphibians sing on spring and
summer nights, especially if
there has been a recent rain.
Learning their calls can be challenging, but fun. If there is a
source of water nearby, you’re
likely to find some. If you catch
any, don’t forget to wash your
hands well after letting them go.
Remember to be respectful
of the animals you observe.
Always handle insects and
amphibians gently and return
them where you found them.

Also, white or bright lights at
night can disturb wildlife, so try
to minimize the amount of light
you use. The best method is to
use a red filter for your flashlight. Red lights don’t bother
wildlife as much, so you are
likely to see more animals
scurrying around. In addition, if
you want to attract more
nocturnal animals to your
backyard, consider installing
owl boxes, bat houses or a
shelter for tree frogs.
Learn about the animals
yourself, so that when you do
run across one, you’ll have some
fun facts to pass along to your
kids when they ask questions.
Or, look up any animals you find
with your children when you get
back
inside;
go
to
MyFWC.com/Wildlife. Cornell
University Lab of Ornithology
has a good bird guide, and the
University of Florida’s Florida
Wildlife Extension lists frogs
and toads. Also, your child
might enjoy combing through
BugGuide.net for moths and
other insects, using the clickable
guide.
Make your nature adventures a regular feature, and your
children or grandchildren will
begin looking forward to getting
outdoors. This is quality family
time. Remember to make it fun
and a hands-on experience.
Soon your children will be
telling you about the critters, and
you will have helped create a
future conservationist. For other
ideas how you can preserve
Florida’s natural heritage and
get children outside, go to
MyFWC.com/Youth

Fannie Mae Study: Blacks The
Most Optimistic Group On
Home Ownership
SPECIAL TO THE TRICE
EDNEY NEWS WIRE FROM
TARGET MARKET NEWS
( Tr i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m )
Fannie Mae's latest national
housing survey finds that
Americans are more confident
about the stability of home
prices than they were at the
beginning of 2010, even though
they lack confidence in the
strength of the economy.
Seventy-eight percent of
respondents believe housing
prices will hold steady or
increase over the next twelve
months, up from 73 percent in
January 2010. However, almost
two-thirds still believe the
economy is on the wrong track,
v ir t u a l l y u n c h a n g e d ( 6 1
percent) from the beginning of
last year.
The Fannie Mae Fourth
Quarter National Housing
Survey, conducted between
October 2010 and December
2010, polled homeowners and
renters to assess their confidence in homeownership as an
investment, the current state of
their household finances, views

on the U.S. housing finance
system, and overall confidence
in the economy.
African-Americans,
Hispanics
and
younger
Americans are generally more
positive about owning a home
than the general population.
More than one-third of African
Americans (35 percent) and
Hispanics (34 percent) say they
will buy a home in the next
three years, compared to only
one in four (23 percent) of all
other Americans.
Fifty-nine percent of
Generation Y (ages 18-34)
believes buying a home has a lot
of potential as an investment,
even though this age group
suffered the steepest decline in
homeownership during the
housing crisis -- from nearly
forty-four percent when home
prices peaked to under forty
percent in 2009.
"Over the course of the last
year, we gained deeper insights
into Americans' confidence in
the strength of the housing
market and the economic
recovery," said Doug Duncan,
Vice President and Chief

Economist of Fannie Mae.
"More Americans believe that
housing prices will remain
stable over the next year. We
also are seeing encouraging
signs in the positive attitudes
toward homeownership among
younger Americans, despite the
severe impact of the housing
crisis on Generation Y. But
most respondents to our survey
continue to lack confidence in
the strength of the economic
recovery, and they are less optimistic about their ability to buy
a home in the years ahead. This
sense of uncertainty is weighing
on the housing recovery today
and reshaping expectations for
housing for the future."
The percentage of
Americans who believe that
buying a home is a safe investment declined to 64 percent
over the course of the year, from
70 percent in January 2010.
This is down sharply from a
similar survey conducted in
December 2003, when 83
percent of the general population thought buying a home was
a safe investment.

W E W E LC O M E YO U R
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m.& 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School:.....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:.......................................10:30 a.m.
Saintsof Prayer each Monday...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OFJESUS ISLOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHELMETROPOLITAN BAPTISTCHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
“All Hail King Jesus 2011,
The Triumphal Entry.” Don’t
miss the return engagement of
this compelling production of
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, April 8 at 7 p.m. and April
9 at 2 p.m. at Gibbs High
School. FMI: info@mzprogressive.org or 894-4311.
Our Children and Youth
Ministry invites all youth in the
community to “The Armor of
God”
Series
6:30
p.m.

Wednesdays through June 15.
They’ll learn God’s truth
through interact i v e an d
Christian life-building lessons.
Additionally, there’s also an
“Armor of God” Boot Camp
Tuesday, March 29 and
Thursday, March 31. FMI:
info@mzprogressive.org.
Are you having difficulty
controlling your appetite. Why
not attend our Overeaters
Group’s Tuesday meetings,
7 p.m. at 1906 9th Avenue
South. You’ll learn healthy
ways to improve your eating
habits.

Join us for Mid-Day Bible
Study Wednesdays - Noon to
1 2 : 3 0 p . m . - i n o u r m ai n
sanctuary. We also have a
dynamic Wednesday evening
Prayer Service at 6 and Bible
Study from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Be sure to tune in to WRXB,
P rai s e 1 5 9 0 AM , S at u rd ay
mornings at 7:30 a.m. to hear
Pastor Murphy share a Word
from the Lord.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. B i b l e S t u d y a n d
T e e n Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesday
evening, at 7:00.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, Peoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with prio ri t i e s f ocus ed o n Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
G ro w th. We celebra te in
w o rs h ip, we car e for one

another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
The Married Couples
Ministry is celebrating
“Married C o u p l es M o n t h ”
During the month of March the
ministry will ad d res s h o w
couples met and how God is
working in their marriage.
The month long celebration
will end with a video presentation and altar call Sunday,

March 27 during the morning
worship service.
Our Men’s Fraternity year
two series has begun. The focus
is on responsibilities as a man to
step forward at work and at
home. Session five will be
“Improving Your Love Life”
Join us on to the call of your
manhood in learning how a man
relates successfully to a woman
and how a man enjoys his work!
This Men’s Ministry meets the
third Thursday of each month at
6:00 p.m.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will be done
on Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship - One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
F riends hip M issionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
Lent ( Seas on of Le nt:
March 9 – April 23, 2011).
Today, Lent consist of the forty
days before Easter in which
Christians prepare to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ

by practicing the spiritual disciplines of fasting, prayer, and
penitence. Sundays are always
excluded as fast days during
Lent because they are miniEasters that symbolize the
weekly celebration of Jesus’
resurrection.
Come celebrate our Risen
Lord and Savior Sunday, April
24. There will be three
services of praise: 6:00 a.m.,
8:30 a.m., and 10:00 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each

Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews,
facilitated by Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr.
Youth Enrichment – Awana
cu rri cu l u m
co n v en es
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
FMBC is located at 3300
3 1 s t S t reet S o u t h , S ai n t
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
St. Mark M. B. Church is
seeking a full-time Christian
musician for the music department. Playing the piano is
expected and the ability to play
the organ and read music is
desirable. Applicants must
have a minimum of five years
of experience with church
music and choirs. Resumes of
interested persons must be

received at the Church’s office
by April 4. St. Mark is located
at 1301 37th Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL33711. If you
have questions, please call the
office at (727) 321-6631 Rev.
Brian K. Brown is the Pastor.
Calendarof Events for
March
Mar. 21-25 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention
Mar. 24 - Church outingProgressive M & E Baptist
State Convention
Pastor Brown and the St.
Mark church family invited to
serve on this date at 7:30 p.m.
Event hosted at Innisbrook
Resort, located at 36750 U. S.
Hwy 19, Palm Harbor, FL
Mar. 28 - First Pizza
Ministry of 2011. Evangelism
Outreach-Reaching Children
for Christ from 6:00- 8:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.

Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us
an d l e a r n “ W h a t B a p t i s t
Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Thursday
at 7:00 p.m.
St Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m.-12 noon.
Computer Class Hours:
Tu e s d a y a n d T h u r s d a y
only 6-7:00 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m.-12 noon.

United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church
United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church invites you to
join us as we celebrate our
Church and Pastor’s
2nd
Anniversary April 7, 8, and 10.
Our following Guest
Speakers and Churches will be:
Thursday, April 7 at 7 p.m. -

Church
News due
by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday
of each
week

Guest Speaker; Minister Ron
Brown, Reach The UnReach
Holliness Church, St.
Petersburg.
Friday April 8 at 7 p.m. Reverend Joseph Gordan
Sunday April 10 at 11 a.m. Pastor Roosevelt Williams –

Full Gospel Miracle Revival
Center, Orlando, FL.
Sunday, April 10 at 11 a.m.
– Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr. Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church, St. Petersburg.

Pay Tribute to Mom
for Mother’s Day!

Reserve your message space in
our Special Mother’s Day issue.
Call 727-896-2922!

ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E : 727-896-2922
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