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S6tano de Amezcua 
by <:Pc:u/z. �~�p�w�u�~� 

The buzz had been going around for awhile about the 
new pit that Joel King had found near Cd. Acuna which 
contained blind fish. Now, on the weekend of 6 February 
1993, Joel had invited a number of people along to see and 
map the cave. I headed out from Austin with the advance 
group Friday morning, and in the afternoon we passed 
through Acuna heading west. The cave is on the Rancho 
Seco, a large private ranch about an hour's drive west of 
town. We turned off the main road and passed through a 
number of locked gates before reaching a flat, scrub-covered 
mesa. Suddenly the large funnel-shaped entrance sink 
yawned before our bumper. We set up camp while Joel 
headed back to town to guide in the main wave of cavers. 
Susie Lasko, Rob Bissett, and I rigged the 65-meter entrance 
drop and surveyed down it. Dual entrance pits open into a 
vertical rift, with a bridge partway down that facilitated the 
mapping. The lower part of the drop punches through the 
ceiling of a spacious chamber, intersecting a temporal stream 
passage. We crawled a short ways upstream to have a look 
at the upstream sump pool, the Catfish Parlor. Watching the 
small white catfish glide around was fascinating. These fish 
are a new species that are now being studied by US and 
Mexican biologists. Before leaving we took a look at the 
downstream crawl which leads to the rest of the cave. 

When we awoke the next morning, the rim of the dolina 
was a cluster of vehicles. To facilitate the crowd we rigged 
the south entrance as well, making two parallel drops. Two 
survey and one push team were organized, and off we went. 
Susie, Joel, Rob, and Sue Pruitt picked up the mapping from 
the bottom of the entrance drop, while Allan Cobb, Barbara 
Luke, John Spence, and I leapfrogged ahead past the first 
wet spot to begin our survey. We did that in order to spare 
the others getting wet, so we bellycrawled across the low, 
wide pool. This became known as Bodacious Barbara's 
Beautiful Lake, or some combination of those words. On the 
far side, the passage opened back up to walking size at a T 
junction. To the left was a mud slope up to a tiny high lead, 
while to the right the small stream entered an incised canyon. 
A large passage still meandered above, but was mostly out of 
sight. When we got to the downstream catfish sump, we 
encountered the push crew. Charley Savvas, Spencer Woods, 
and Matt Schramm had bolted and grappled up into a high 
lead, but it unfortunately didn't provide the bypass around 
the sump that they were looking for. So the source of the 
strong airflow at the entrance remains a mystery. We shot 
some photos on our way out. 

Back on the surface it was a cold and clear night. With 
no firewood in the scrubby desert, we all huddled in a bunch 
under a big blanket and kept warm with plenty of almond 
tequila and giggles. On Sunday morning Susie managed to 
fit in a yo-yo of the entrance drop before the de-rigging, then 
we packed up to check on another cave on the way out of 

the ranch. This cave (Cueva de Rancho Seco) had a couple 
of climbdowns into about 100 meters of passage. It was very 
dry and contained various mummified remains, from a cow 
on down to a rat. Charley and Matt gave it a good push, but 
no going lead could be found. Unfortunately we didn't have 
time to survey this one, as it was time for the drive back to 
Acuna and Texas. 

Caves and Cave Life. Philip Chapman. Harper 
Collins, London; 1993. 224 pages softbound. £12.99. 

Cave geology seems to generate a steady stream of 
monographs, but there is no similar stream of books about 
the general field of cave biology. Dave Culver's Cave Life 
(1982) is really narrowly focused on the evolution of 
troglobites. Vandel's Biospeleology is almost thirty years old. 
Perhaps the impressive 680 page National History of 
Biospeleology, just received from Spain, will fill the bill, but 
this nice little book of Chapman's is also a useful 
contribution, and only partly because of a dearth of others. 

While Caves and Cave Life is concerned mostly with the 
biology of caves in the United Kingdom, it does serve nicely 
as a semi-technical introduction to the subject of cave biology 
more generally. In fact, the relative scarcity of true 
troglobitic communities in the UK has encouraged the author 
to present a wide survey that includes such things as the 
communities in the twilight zones of caves and the 
communities of critters that live in cracks and pores in rocks 
and soil and are often considered cave animals only because 
that's where they are most often seen. The American reader 
will soak up a good bit of information of general application, 
since Chapman is familiar with and up to date on the 
biospeleological scene worldwide. 

Other reviews I have seen of this book give outrageous 
prices. Perhaps those reviewers where sent hardbound 
copies and are given the hardbound price. The paperback's 
price translates to only about twenty dollars, and that is a 
reasonable price for the book. I trust that the major United 
States dealers in cave books will have it soon. 

--Bill Mixon 

Carol LaBorde 
of Capitol Chern Can 

Thanks to Carol LaBorde of Capitol Chern Can for 
the use, once again, of the Portoilets. 
We all thank you! 

74 December 1993 The Texas Caver 



Elev. SOOm 

0 meters Entrance 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

Nm 

Plan: rotated 180 degrees 

0 10 20 30 40 50 

meters 

S6tano de Amezcua 
Maravillas, Municipio de Acuna 

Coahuila, Mexico 

Suunto and Tape Survey 5-6 February. 1993 by 
R. Bissett. A. Cobb, J. King. S. Lasko. 
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