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Mr . John H. Baker - 2 - September 11, 1953 

4. Snowy Egret -- Down from 512 to 226. Was down in 
season of 1950 also. 

5. Roseate Spoonbill Down slig tly -- from 180 to 
106. Evidently the loss of brush in previous storm is not chief 
factor in this decrease, as cover on t e Chain appears to have 
increased and some good cover is reported as unoccupied this year. 

6. Black-crowned ight Heron -- Dovm from 230 to 114. 

7. Louisiana Heron -- Down from 336 to 276. 

8. �~�a�r�d�'�s� Heron -- ne of t e bellwethers of the econd 
Chain -- do from 172 to 168. significant figure as this species 
is so readily counte that totals ar8 probably as corr ect as any 
given in reports. :as do'WTI al a ong Texas coast in 1950. 

�~� r oB• - - These 8 species represent 86% of the 
�~� reduction shovm this season at Second Chain. 

9. 1,ihite Ibis -- ! m 324 to J.i$.. g 
�~�M�M�~ �~�~ �- �· �n�,� Texas since 1936. pread o rice arming nay be factor, 
Just as possi · e ecline of fisheries may be factor in overall decline 
of other forms. 

10. �C�a�s�p�~�a�n� Tern -- Again nesting at Chain. Maj be on boom. 

11. Gull-billed Tern - - Decrease at Chain probably local. 

12. Least Tern - - Local decrease. These birds and other 
terns and the skinnners are now using the higher spoi l 
banks instead of low, natural shell reefs and islands. 

13. Ozster-catcher No apparent change. 

14. Forster' s Tern Deserted area. 

15. Laughing Gull No significant change. 

16. Brown Pelican " n n 

17. Mottled Duck -- " " tt 

The growth of mesquite brush on the islands should be 
watched. It can be easily controlled in such small areas. 

I will be much interestted in learning the general picture 
at Green Island and VingJtn, especially as compared with past years. 

With regards, 
As ever1 

enclosures/ '#t. �~�~� Robert P. Allen 



TABLE A: Comparison of Nesting Islands , Second Chain , 1950- 1953 . 

Designation Number of Number of 
of Islands Nesting Birds Nesting Species 

1950 1953 1950 1953 1950 1953 

A-J.~ - - - - -
B 1 306 112 9 8 

c 2 122 2 5 1 

D - 76 - 2 -
E 3 106 18 6 3 

F - 40 - 1 -
G~~* 4 1706 874 9 8 

H 5 294 268 10 10 

I 6 198 52 3 4 

J 8 202 156 6 10 

K 7 176 170 6 8 

(10 ) ( 8) 3226 1652 

I 

. . . *No record of nesting on this small i s land except for 
Black Vultures. 

**Carroll I sland. 



TABLE B: Comparison of Numbers of Species , Second Chain , 1950-1953 . 

Number of Nesting Adults 
Species 1950 1953 

1 . Roseate Spoonbill ------------- 180 106 

2 . White Ibis ------------------- 324 358 

3 . Reddish Egret ---------------- 282 68 

4 . Snowy Egret ------------------ 512 226 

5 . American Egret --------------- 502 130 

6 . Louisiana Heron -------------- 336 276 

7 . Black-crowned Night· Heron' ---- 230 114 

8 . Ward's Heron ----------------- 172 108 

9 . Caspian:, 'fern ----------------- 0 66 

10. Gull-billed Tern ------------- 84 36 

11 . Forster ' s Tern --------------- 60 0 

12 . Least Tern ------------------- 50 0 

13 . Black Skimmer ---------------- 406 60 

14. Oyster-catcher --------------- 2 2 
' l 

15 . Laughing Gull ---------------- 0 22 

16. Brown Pelican ---------------- 66 80 

17. Mottled Duck ----------------- 20 0 

3226 1652 


