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Special Back-To-School Edition

Back-To-School:
Not Just For Kids

Local Teen On The
American Stage
By Holly Kestenis
staff writer

Jelani Pitts

By Holly Kestenis
staff writer
st. PetersBUrG Jelani Pitts and her mother
Busara jumped for joy when
they heard the news. thanks
to a generous scholarship
p r o vid ed b y T he Weekly
Challenger and the University
of south florida, Jelani had the
opportunity to participate in the
american stage production of
“fiddler on the roof Junior.”
it was an opportunity she
leaped at.
“i was scared,” she said
when asked about her feelings
on that first day at camp. “it
was a new experience because
i’m a dancer and this was
theater.”
for three weeks of her
summer break, Jelani shuffled
out of bed early in order to

make the 9 a.m. start time. and
although her nerves were
bubbling under the surface like
a geyser ready to blow, Jelani
kept her composure that first
day and found she enjoyed the
experience the theater camp
had to offer.
a student of the Pinellas
County Center for the arts at
Gibbs High school last year,
Jelani is well accustomed to
taking instruction and working
with others. and with six
schedule packed hours each
day spent around a group of
virtual strangers, Jelani’s
w innin g attitud e came in
handy.
students learned various
ways to stretch their vocal
cords by practicing numerous
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taMPa Bay - if you’ve
perused the internet lately,
chances are you’ve seen an ad or
two for strayer University. with
two campuses located conveniently in tampa – one just over the
Howard franklin Bridge —
strayer University promises a
quality education that will fit your
lifestyle.
yo u may w o nd er : why
strayer and not one of the high
ranking community colleges in
our area? or what about attending
one of the many local universities,
such as University of tampa or
University of south florida?
strayer is a different type of
university; a university designed
specifically with nontraditional
students in mind.
“when people make a
decision to go back to school it is
not an easy decision,” President
Dr. Michael Plater explained.
“when you’re 34 and just starting
college it’s a scary situation.”
But strayer University aims
to make that transition smooth for
each of their students. while about
25 percent of students today
follow the traditional route to
college –attending right after high
school graduation — strayer is a
university for everyone else.
with 100 campuses in 23
states a quality college education

School

continued on pg. 14

Dr. Michael Plater, president of Strayer University.

No Summer Learning Loss Here!
By staff writer
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s t. P eters BU rG —
Childs Park yMCa held its
“a chieving G r eat things
spelling Bee” last thursday,
July 26 in their multipurpose
room located at 691 43rd st. s.
the room was packed with
proud but nervous parents all
waiting in anticipation for their
child’s number to be called to
step up to the microphone. the
walk up to the microphone was
only a few feet, but with a room
full of people watching their
every move, it no doubt felt like
a mile.
Bee participants attended
the the Childs Park yMCa
academic elementary summer
Camp for children grades K-5.
they have been academically
focused throughout the summer,
and this spelling bee was a way
to showcase their talents.

the summer camp supports
les s ons lear ned f r om the
pr evious s chool year and
prepares the children for the
next.
President of the yMCa of
Greater st. Petersburg, David
Jezek explained, “the camp
keeps education in the forefront
during the summer when so
many children fall back a half a
grade. i know it isn’t always as
fun, but it is still important and
they mix fun into it.”
and fun is exactly what
these kids were having. you
could see it in their eyes as they
sauntered across the stage that
they were prepared for whatever
word was thrown at them.
Doing the word throwing
was staff writer for the tampa
Bay times Kameel stanley.
“even though i consider myself
as a writer a pretty good speller,
i was always too chicken to

Left, Kabria Cook, 3rd place, center, Keyonna Adams,
2nd place, and right, Aaliyah Williams, 1st place.

enter a s pelling bee,” s he
confessed.
Judging the bee was Carl
lavendar of the P inellas
education foundation, Donna
winchester of Pinellas County
schools, youth motivational
speaker Cory thornton, and
librarian Kathy Dort from the
James weldon Johnson Branch.

the first level of children to
compete had to have completed
either first or second grade. the
competition in this category was
stiff. when the dust finally
settled, there were only three
standing: amari Campbell,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hard Work Pays Off
For Urban League Graduates

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Mitchell Family
Mother, Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren, Friends

2012 Summer Youth Work Readiness Program graduates.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas County
Urban League held its
Commencement Ceremony for
the 2012 Summer Youth Work
Readiness Program on
Thursday, July 26 at the St.
Petersburg the Pinellas
Technical Education Center.
The 48 graduates, whose
ages ranged from 14-16, participated in a six week work
readiness program, funded by
the City of St. Petersburg.
During the fast-paced
p r o g r am, s tuden ts w er e
coached on resume writing,
dressing for success, interview
techniques, post-high school
education preparation and
proper etiquette, to name a few.
Throughout the six weeks,
an array of guest speakers
as s is ted in p r o vid ing the
students with the necessary
tools required to attain their
future goals.
Selected students were

given an opportunity to speak
about the program’s purpose
and experience. Mrs.
Pacherrah Faulkner, Program
Instructor, presented three of
the s tuden ts w ith s p ecial
awards, Turnaround Student
(Roderanne Johnson), Male
Student of the Year (Kenneth
Goolsby, Jr.) and Female
Student of the Year (QuaMari
Neal).
C o u n c i l m a n , We n g a y
“Newt” Newton served as the
keynote speaker for the commencement ceremony. Newton
congratulated the students on
their dedication and hard work
and provided the audience with
pertinent information concerning our young people tapping
into available resources for
staying on track.
Newton encouraged the
students to take the training
and information they received
during the summer program
and told th em to “P ay it

forward.” This means to share
the valuable information with
friends and peers.
For their successful completion of the program, the
s tu d en ts r eceiv ed a $ 5 0 0
stipend, which ignited the
room with enthusiastic
applause. These funds will
assist the parents and students
in preparing for the upcoming
school year.
The Pinellas County Urban
League would like to thank the
City of St. Petersburg,
Councilman Wengay “Newt”
Newton, PTEC St. Petersburg,
St. Petersburg College
Downtown Campus and all of
the individuals who volunteered their time this summer
to assist in, “Building Future
Leaders.”
The Pinellas County Urban
League would like to wish all
of their graduates the best in
accomplishing their future
goals.

There is always a
good time to be had
when you stop by the
home of Mrs. Ann
Mitchell. Friday was not
at all like other days,
however. To celebrate
the visit of her son,
Steve, as well as her
“eighty-something”
birthday, Mitchell spent
several days preparing
sweet potato pies, pound
cakes, special salads, and
numerous soul food
dishes to try to satiate the
hunger of all of her
expected guests.
The family is
composed of four sons
and one daughter, but the
L-R: Mario McTier, Kelly (granddaughter) and Mrs. Mitchell
group that showed up
Front: Great-grandchildren, Bryce and Taylor
Friday evening behaved
as if all of them had come to St. Petersburg to visit Atlanta. Other friends, her daughter, Sharon,
several grandchildren, great grandchildren and
their own mother.
Steve admitted that after seeing his mother, other relatives all live in St. Petersburg.
As her offspring and their friends joked and
the only other thing he had been looking forward
reminisced
about incidents from their childhoods,
to doing was eating her cooking. Well, everyone
else must have been thinking like Steve. They ate the gracious octogenarian beamed with happiness.
and ate and ate. Let me assure you, it was all truly “Just watching them is enough entertainment for
me,” said Mitchell. “As old as they are, my sons
delicious!
Steve flew in from Arlington, Texas, just tease each other the same way they did as
outside of Dallas. There, he is the owner of Matrix children.”
Mitchell knows that whatever they do is in fun
Communications, a voicing, data, and cable
out of love, so she doesn’t get bothered by
and
company. His son recently received a degree in
shenanigans.
their
architecture, and his daughter recently completed
“This has been such an enjoyable day,”
medical school, two other reasons to celebrate.
Mitchell
said. “I have enjoyed every single one of
Thad, the second oldest son, lives here in St.
my
visitors.
I received some good presents too.
Petersburg with his family, which includes his
wife, their son and daughter, and two grandchil- But most of all, I am thankful that I am still able to
dren. Friends – Wren, Alice, Phyllis, and Michael enjoy my life and all of the wonderful people who
came from Tampa, while one friend came from are in it. God is good.”

Artist And Master Printmaker
Ken Falana Comes Home
ST. PETERSBURG –The
Carter G. Woodson Museum
will hold an exhibition of artist
Ken Falana’s works all this
month starting Friday, Aug. 3.
Ken Falana was born near
O cala, in a tow n called
Flemington, and moved to St.
Petersburg as a boy to live with
his aunt. His talent for drawing
so impressed his relatives that
they made special trips to
Sarasota so the youngster
could see the neoclassical
s cu lptu r es and immens e
Rubens in the collection at the
Ringling Museum.
After his formal art
training he chose the path of
teaching and for more than
three decades he passed on his
knowledge to students at
Florida A&M University. His
life and career have encompassed the pivotal events in late
twentieth-century political and
cultural history.
As a draftsman, printmaker, and collage artist he has
b een a cultur al activis t
conscious of the political
world, yet comfortable enough
to mesh its nuances with daring
aesthetic considerations. His

Back Row, L-R: Stephen Mitchell, Wren Williams, Aaron Mitchell.
Second Row: Thad Mitchell, Mrs. Ann Mitchell, Phyllis Mitchell.
Front Row: Michael Hill and Alice Williams

Ken Falana

work is imbued with his
lifelong passion for nature and
a reverence for the dichotomy
of Southern life.
Falana has had numerous
exhibitions in Florida, throughout the United States, in Africa
and in Europe, including the
Museum of Contemporary Art

in Palermo, Italy.
It is not only fitting that he
is honored with this retrospective exhibition, but that he is
re-introduced to St. Petersburg.
The group of works in the exhibition spans Falana’s entire
career, with nearly every major
drawing, printmaking and
collage series represented.
The most recent works
show that Falana has steadfastly explored the modern idiom
of abstraction.
Falana will be on hand
during the exhibition to discuss
his work. Please come out and
support the arts!

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

2006 Saab 93,
Biege,
60K mi.,

2008 Chevrolet
Uplander LS,
White, 57K mi.,

2009 Saturn
Vue XE,
Silver, 38K mi.,

$11,995

$13,995

$17,995

2009 VW Jetta SE,
White, SR,
Lthr, 42K mi.,

2009 Ford Fusion
SEL, Green,
24K mi.,

$18,995

$19,995

2011 VW GTI,
Gray,
23K mi.,

2009 Nissan Murano,
Silver,
30K mi.,

$25,995

$25,995

2008 BMW 750 LI,
Blue,
55K mi.,

2010 Cadillac CTS,
Premium Col.,
Bronze, 27K mi.,

$29,777

$32,995

DIMMITT
South Location
Call Kerven Dennis
813-727-1626

FREE Environmental
Package
with Pre-Owned
Purchase $399 Value!
Paint Seal, Interior Leather
Protection & Carpet

Certified Pre-Owned
Cadillac Advantage:
6-yr./100K MI. Limited
Warranty Coverage • Meets
Mechanical & Appearance
Cert. Standards • All Applicable
Cadillac Owner Privileges

2011 Buick LaCrosse
CXS, Silver,
13K mi.,

$32,995

2006 Cadillac CTS,
Red,
49K mi.,

2007 Cadillac STS,
Gold,
81K mi.,

$17,995

$17,995

2009 Ford Escape
Limited, Purple,
21K mi.,

2008 Cadillac SRX,
Gold,
33K mi.,

$21,995

$24,995

2009 Cadillac DTS,
White,
43K mi.,

2009 Cadillac DTS,
Gold,
26K mi.,

$26,995
2010 Cadillac SRX,
Lux Col., Gray,
34K mi.,

$33,995

$27,995
2010 Cadillac SRX,
Lux. Collection,
Gold, 43K mi.,

$36,995

3333 Gandy Blvd., Pinellas Park
South Location • www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
LET’S TALK LAW
By JAcqLyn F. BryAnT, ESq.
SpEciAL To ThE chALLEngEr

Rear-ended!
most people are aware that if you are rearended in Florida it is most likely the driver
behind you that is automatically at fault. if you
are the rear driver, you are presumed to be the
one who is responsible for the accident.
however, it is important to know that this is not
always true. . .
in Florida, there is a presumption that the
carelessness of the rear driver in a rear-end
accident was the sole cause of the accident.
however, this presumption may be rebutted
when the defendant produces evidence which
tends to show that the rear-end accident was not
the result of the rear driver’s negligence. For
example, if the other driver was driving recklessly and stopped in traffic for no reason,
without allowing you proper time to react; you
may not be at fault for rear-ending someone.

Florida law puts the burden to the rear driver
to come forward with evidence which “fairly
and reasonably tends to show” that the presumption of fault in the rear driver is incorrect. it also
important to know that, even if your actions did
contribute to a rear-end accident, you may still
be eligible to recover compensation but the
amount you can recover for your injuries will be
reduced by your percentage of fault by contributing to the accident.
as always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning a rear-end accident that you may have
been involved in, even if you are the rear-driver!
if you would like to more about this topic,
have questions; or just want to say hello; please
email me at jacqlyn.esq@gmail.com. i would
love to hear from you!

STAGE

continued from front page
exercises each morning. Pitts
explained a proper warm up was
essential to reach full vocal
potential without risking injury.
Campers were also instructed in the art of overpronunciations in order to better project
their voices - a necessity in the
theater so audience members are
able to hear clearly and enjoy the
play.
as the day moved into dance
warm ups, Jelani was on solid,
familiar ground, quickly taking
the leading role … and she loved
it. in fact, she was so good at it
that instructors made her dance
captain, which sent Jelani into an
array of conflicting emotions.
“i wasn’t expecting that,”
she confided, “so when they said
it, i was excited and nervous.”
nervous because she didn’t
know how the cast would react to
her new role as captain. at times,
being in charge means dealing
out constructive criticism and
with the age range of camp participants between 13 and 17 years
old, and with Jelani fresh out of
9th grade – well, even adults
would be a little weary.
“everything went fine,” Pitts
said. “it was great. everything
worked out.”
the remaining hours of the
day dealt with practicing the
musical numbers, such as
“tradition,” which is part of the
opening scene. according to
Jelani it was rehearsed in detail
every day.
after a bite to eat, the

Eta Rho Chapter 2012 Annual
Scholarship Golf Tournament
by tom PaCKeR
st. PeteRsbuRG –
omega Psi Phi Fraternityeta Rho Chapter held its
annual scholarship golf
tournament at the beautiful
i s la d el s o l G olf an d
Country Club. this
hallmark event witnessed
outstanding participation
from the golfing
community in the tampa
bay area.
the premier sponsor for
this year’s tournament was 1st place team: pictured with tournament chair, Bill Puller L-R
Roy James insurance and James Albritton, Michael Mays, Terry Blutcher and Gary Lidell
– James Jackson, Jr. Basileus
Financial services along
with five key supporting
sponsors. the money raised
eta Rho is proud to have
ing youth achievements. he
will aid the chapter’s charita- encourages the chapter to had an outstanding lady
ble contributions to college remain vigilant in building foursome to play the course.
bound students matriculating p a r t n e r s h i p s w i t h t h e their team cons is ted of
from south st. Petersburg.
Cheryl Johnson, Chauncia
community.
thanks to tournament
the team that posted a Willis, Patrice Jackson and
chair bill Puller and his strong second place consisted Channel Reed.
committee, many youths will of Faron horn, James Council,
the tournament has as its
become beneficiaries of this eddie starling and tony goal to increase scholarship
g en er o s ity. th e ch apter stevens. the third place team giving each year. special
basileus, James Jackson, Jr., that challenged everyone thanks to the bay area’s
set as one of the fraternity’s consisted of Jason shedrick, golfers and the chapter’s loyal
mandates at the beginning of doug Williams, scott Gibson sponsors for making this
the year, the goal of support- and Larry balduff.
year’s event a big success.

Pastor’s
Bulletin

Jelani Pitts, right, performing in “Fiddler on the Roof Junior.”

remainder of the day was
dedicated to the cast and crew
practicing the running of the rest
of the show.
“We did quite a lot of
blocking.” Jelani remembered.
“if someone messed up where
they were supposed to go, we
would practice.”
and all that practice paid off.
decked out in lavish costumes,
Jelani played the character of
mordcha, the inn keeper, and
was happy she was given the
chance to perform.
“i was supposed to be in
the finale at Gibbs,” Jelani
explained, “but i sprained my
ankle before the auditions and i
wasn’t allowed to participate.”
although Jelani was disappointed she missed out in Gibbs’
performance of “the Phantom of
the opera,” she all but made up
for it with “Fiddler on the Roof
Junior,” a play usually not
performed by many youth theater
groups because of the intensity of
its subject matter, dealing with
such serious issues as family

values, religion, and politics.
“Jelani didn’t mind trying it
out,” her father Robert Pitts said.
“i think it was a different avenue
for her. it was out of her comfort
zone.”
and out of her comfort zone
proved to be exactly where
Jelani is most comfortable. Pitts
is thankful for the opportunity to
perform with the american
stage theatre Company and
hopes to continue to broaden her
experiences in the future.
“it is something that will stay
with me,” Jelani said. “it gave
me a little more confidence.”

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Every 1st Saturday — sevenx7 symbolizes the goal to unite 69 churches to collectively
battle for the soul of south st. Petersburg.
Pastors and ministers from across the city have
come together to pray for and plan a massive
revival and evangelistic crusade.
Every 1st Saturday — Pastors and
ministers monthly prayer meeting is held the
first saturday of each month. For more information, call Pastor Louis murphy at 727-894-4311.
Every 2nd Monday — interdenominational
ministerial alliance, inc. 2900 1st ave. south,
st. Petersburg. For more information call Pastor
Robert Coleman, President, 727-643-2840
Every 3rd Thursday — Parent support
For education Council meets at 6:30 p.m. at

“Ask Your Southside Lawyer”
Question
submitted
by John
thomas

L-R, Robert Pitts, Neema
and Jelani.

w w w. T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r n e w s p a p e r . C o m

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.
We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

the Childs Park ymCa located at 691 43rd st.
s., st. Petersburg. For more information,
contact Pastor martin Rainey at 727-420-1326.
Saturday, Aug. 11 — Rise uP st. Pete!
the Pastor and minister’s meeting will be held
at 4 p.m. at the First baptist st. Petersburg,
1900 Gandy blvd. the objective of Rise uP,
st. Pete! is to mobilize churches and other
interested groups in and surrounding st.
Petersburg for spirit-driven engagement of
large challenges which are having an adverse
impact on the well-being of our city. each new
Pastor will receive a community resource
book. **PastoRs onLy** For more information, contact Pastor martin Rainey at 727420-1326.

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

James E. Flynn Jr.

Question: What
is the difference
between a will and
a trust?

Answer:
What is a Will?
a will is a written document—signed and
witnessed—that indicates how your property
will be distributed at the time of your death. it
is revocable and subject to amendment at any

time during your lifetime. it also allows you to
appoint a guardian for your minor children.
What is a Living trust?
a living trust provides lifetime and afterdeath property management. if you are serving
as your own trustee, the trust instrument will
provide for a successor upon your death or
incapacity. Court intervention is not required.
Livings trusts also are used to manage
property. if a person is disabled by accident or
illness, the successor trustee can manage the
trust property. as a result, the expense,
publicity, and inconvenience of court-supervised distribution of your estate can be
avoided.

Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers

Major Joyce A. Brown, RN, USAR
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
Major Joyce A. Brown was recruited into the army in
1974. Her decision to follow through with the recruiter’s suggestions came after a number of life-changing experiences
within her family.
First, she changed her plan to go away and enter into a four
year nursing program at Hampton Institute in Virginia. Instead of
going away, she married her high school sweetheart, started a
family, and entered Gibbs Junior College.
Following the death of her infant son, Vincent, she experienced
divorce and a job change. She began working as a unit secretary at
Bayfront Medical Center and went to licensed practical nursing
school at Tomlinson Vocational Center.
Later, while working at Bayfront as a licensed practical nurse,
Brown earned her registered nursing degree at St. Petersburg Junior
College and her bachelor’s degree from the University of South
Florida. In 1981, she was commissioned as a second Lieutenant.
Over the years, Brown was promoted to first lieutenant,
captain, and major in 1994. She was in the 349th Combat Support
Hospital Unit, which became the 73rd Field Hospital.
“Same people, new name,” related Brown.
To prepare for the special services she would provide in the
army, Brown went through training at Fort Hood, Texas and Fort
Lee, Va., and her basic training site was in Alabama. For officer
training, she attended the General Staff Command College, took
Combat Casualty Courses, and attended teacher training programs.
Brown became an instructor and then the director of the
very program that she entered as a recruit. That unit is based out
of Jacksonville. Much of the drills and training she conducted
were at Bayfront Medical Center. Since she was working there,
the training was often some of the very same skills she practiced
every day.
The purpose of the training was to prepare other nurses and
medical personnel to care for patients in disasters such as earthquakes, storms, or wars. Whatever the job, Brown received a sense

of satisfaction regarding her work.
“I always wanted to be a nurse,”
Brown said, “so I accepted each
assignment and did the very best that
I could do. February 29, 2012 was
the date of my retirement. Overall, I
served thirty years in the army, in
active duty and reserves. The Army
awarded me the Army Achievement
Medal, The Military Instructor
Award, and numerous other service awards and ribbons.”
Brown also spoke about the variety of positions she held,
including ones that served various age groups. She had the opportunity to serve on a special drug team that tested active duty
military units in Florida and Georgia.
Another special activity was that of working with the children
of military families to teach them about the dangers of drug use.
She worked with Eckerd College to provide this service.
On the civilian side of her job, Brown was a charge nurse, the
director/coordinator of a cancer care unit, a Chemo/IV therapist,
gave blood transfusions, and oversaw a tumor clinic.
Within the community, she has volunteered for the Red Cross
in the Street Outreach Program, taught a nursing assistant class at
PTEC, and worked with Evelyn Gardner, RN and Janie Johnson,
RN, to found the St. Petersburg chapter of the Black Nurses
Association, an organization which provides education sand outstanding service through health fairs and community workshops.
Now retired from both military and civilian duties, Brown
enjoys watching her daughter play basketball at The Boca Ciega
High School, spending time with her two daughters, three grandchildren (including a set of twins), her great granddaughter, and her
beloved husband, Ernest Brown.
The second of four siblings, Brown is the daughter of John and
Willie Mae Lewis. She attends Bethel Community Baptist Church,
where she participates in the Senior Dance Ministry and the
Missionary Society. She is also an active member of the Red
Hatters, a group that promotes fun and laughter.

Courtesy of

Monday, Aug.13 – Librarian & Genealogy instructor Harriet
Thompkins presents “African American Genealogy, Part II,”
Class starts at 6 p.m., and will be held in the computer lab at
the James Weldon Johnson Library. Involves hands-on experience with the Family Search database. Pre-registration is
required. Please call 727-893-7213
Saturday, Aug. 25 – Come out and support the Sanderlin
Center while saving money for your back to school
shopping needs. For just $5 you can save 25 percent off
most purchases. This is better than the Tax-Free weekend!
This pass can be used at ALL Macy’s stores nationwide so
you can purchase several and pass them on to family and
friends. To purchase the discount pass contact me via
email, or stop by the Sanderlin Center.
Each Tuesday — The Gulfport Merchants Association
continues to collect donations of non-perishable food, toiletries and personal needs to be distributed to the Gulfport
Senior Center Pantry. Bring your donations to the Gulfport
Merchants Association tent each Tuesday during the Gulfport
Tuesday Fresh Market, on Beach Blvd. below 29th Ave. S.,
from 9-2 p.m. each week. The Pantry, which offers food and
other needed items to struggling Gulfport individuals and
families, is in great need of donations to keep up with the
needs of its clients.
Ongoing — Imagine being taken away from your home, not
knowing where you will go, leaving behind your favorite
things. Now, imagine this through the eyes of a child. There
are more than 3,500 dependent children in Pinellas and
Pasco counties due to child abuse, neglect or abandonment.
Many of them need loving foster parents. For more information on becoming a foster parent, please call the Eckerd
Recruitment Line toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.

BEE

continued from front page
James,
Jenesis
Marrio
Richardson.
These three kids bounced
words back and forth off the
judges’ heads with the greatest
of ease. Finally, Marrio James
came o ut on top cor r ectly
spelling the word “every.”
Jenesis Richardson took
s econd p lace and A mar i
Campbell third.
Level two children had to
have completed grades three
and four. If you thought the
first level of competition was
stiff, watching these kids could
be compared to watching a
tennis match. Words were
flying around the room as if
S e r e n a a n d Ve n u s w e r e
competing against each other
at Wimbledon.
Locked in a war of
attrition, Keyonna Adams,
Kabria Cook, and Aaliyah
Williams took down the level
two words one by one. The
audience witnessed history in
the making that night when
executive director of the Childs
P ar k Y M CA D ebo r ah D .
Figgs-Sanders announced that
all of the words had been used
in the level two category.
In an unprecedented move,
Figgs-Sanders allowed Adams,

Calendar
Of events

Let Us

Deborah Figgs-Sanders

Cook, and Williams to start
spelling words off the level
three list. These girls ate
through those words like
Takeru Kobayashi at a hot dog
eating contest.
Finally the word “ninety”
tripped up Kabria Cook. If
audience members thought
that the end was nigh, they
were sorely mistaken. Adams
and Williams co n tin u ed
devouring the level three
words until the word
“northern” took out Keyonna
Adams leaving Aaliyah
Williams as the victor.
The crowd erupted in
applause as tears rolled down
both Adams’ and Williams’
faces. Both girls were mentally
and physically spent, as well as
the audience.
Then it was time for level
three children to grace the

Left, Amari Campbell, 3rd place, center Jenesis Richardson,
2nd place and right, Marrio James, 1st place.

HeAR FROM

YOU!

e m a i l : e d i t o r @ t h e w e e k l y c h a l l e n g e r. c o m

Public Notice Affidavit
Memorandum of Law and Fact
Regarding Publication of Notice of Action

Left, Daniel Sanders, 1st place, center Haywood Feaster,
3rd place and right, Joseph Hueso, 2nd place.

stage. These children had to
have completed fifth or six
grades. The words in this
category were considerably
harder, and the contestants fell
like pawns in a game of chess.
The three men left standing
were Haywood Feaster, Joseph

Hueso, and Daniel Sanders. In
a brief but exciting battle,
Daniel Sanders came out on
top with the word “decide.”
Figgs-Sanders exclaimed,
“This is a true testament of
what an academic summer
camp is!”

Applicable Law: Publication of notices of action and
the proof of publication are covered in
Section 49.10, FLORIDA STATUTES. Notices must be published.
The St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper is a newspaper published
at St. Petersburg, Florida, in said Pinellas County, Florida, and that
the said newspaper has heretofore been entered as first class mails matter
at the post office in St. Petersburg, Florida, in said Pinellas County, Florida,
since May 12, 2011 for a period of 1 year next preceding the publication of
the attached copy of advertisement. Further that Richard Love, Publisher,
St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper, under oath states that the
St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper meets all statutory requirements.
Published in The Weekly Challenger Newspaper, 7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/2012.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

Blast From The Past
Do you recognize anyone from this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________State/Zip: _____________________________
Phone No: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ____ (or) Renewal ____ Date:________ Amount Paid: $_______Cash __ Check __
Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger Mail this form & payment to:

The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
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ENTERTAINMENT
‘Songbirds
Of The 70s’
A Big Hit For
Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe
What else can I say about the Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe’s (WBTT) first original musical revue
of the summer? Unfortunately, if you haven’t seen it
by now, it’s too late. The show which featured all
women ended on July 29.
Nevertheless, you still have time to grab up some
tickets for WBTT’s second original musical revue of
the summer “The Fabulous Five” which will feature
an all-male cast. This show will run Aug. 22 to Sept. 2.
To clue you in about Songbirds of the 70s, I was
completely in awe of the songs that were sung, but
even more so with the exuberant voices that brought
the songs to life. You could feel the energy in the
atmosphere. It was my guess that members of the
audience were regulars and, based upon their past
experience, they expected a night of fun and great
music. They were definitely on the money! We
enjoyed plenty of good laughs brought about by some
of the wild and out-of-sync dance steps a few overenthusiastic audience members put on display. I guess
you could say “No Guts, No Glory.” But, my personal
suggestion to the Fred Astaire – Ginger Rogers
wannabes would be to definitely “Keep Your Day
Job”.
The show’s cast featured troupe members Nisi
Pierre, Jnana Cooper (an old favorite of mine who
recently returned, after she and husband celebrated the
arrival of a baby girl in December 2011), Tsadok
Porter, Naarai Jacobs and Ebony Lavender. During
the 2 – Acts musical, the fabulous vocalists shared 18
songs in Act I and 16 songs in Act II.
Songs performed were mostly 70s hits, such as
“Tell Me Something Good” (Chaka Khan), “Don’t

The Next
Big Thing
‘Are You Talking
To Me?’

Leave Me This Way, Hot Stuff” (Thelma Houston),
“Alfie and Walk On By” (Dionne Warwick), “First
Time Ever I Saw Your Face” (Roberta Flack), “Touch
Me In The Morning, I Say A Little Prayer” (Dionne
Warwick), and many more.
A high-point for me during the evening was Jnana
Cooper’s interpretation of a tune made popular by
Gladys Knight, “You’re The Best Thing That Ever
Happened to Me.” Her poignant delivery with wellplanned hesitations contained a depth of expression
that both broke my heart and increased my blood
pressure. My eyes watered and I had to get an
immediate hold of myself.
Another soul-stirring moment for me was Naarai
Jacobs’ scotching rendition of Aretha Franklin’s
“Until You Come Back to Me.” Whew! When this
romping blues ended, it was clear enough that there
was nothing more to be said. Her delivery is evidence
of how completely she conveys the meaning of a song
through both the melody and the lyrics. Vocalist
Jacobs is quite the professional with a bright future in
front of her.
Singling out vocalists Cooper and Porter by no
way is intended to mean Tsadok Porter, Ebony
Lavender or Nisi Pierre did not perform brilliantly.
Each and every tune sung by the five vocalists was
outstanding. In all, the sound of the applause and the
standing ovation given to the cast at the end of the
musical, it’s no doubt that the audience found themselves craving for more.
Stop what you’re doing right now and call the box
office at 941-366-1505 to reserve your tickets for “The
Fabulous Five.” You’ll be oh so glad you took action!

The City of St. Petersburg has a new playwright to cheer for. Local playwright, producer
and director Lucinda Askew seems to be the next
young talent to join movie maker Will Packer
(Stomp the Yard). Her latest play “Are You Talking
to Me?” was presented at the downtown Palladium
Theater July 29. Parts of the play had the audience
laughing, but the subject of the play was most
serious and definitely necessary.
The play dealt with the very controversial
subject of HIV/AIDS, and handled the sensitive
issue very professionally. Approaching a subject
such as this certainly proves Askew has courage.
Her intent to bring HIV/AIDS into the present for
an unrestricted dialogue says a lot about her and
the people who support her.
At the beginning of the play, the unknowledgeable public become belligerent and react with
immediate rejection of the thought of taking a
HIV/AIDS test. How dare someone remotely
suggest them to do such a thing? A player stated that
testing for HIV/AIDS is only for gay people, only a
minute before the nurse cited that 33 million people
are affected with the disease world-wide, with
Florida as number three on the list among states.
Many other misconceptions were brought to
the forefront, such as if one tests positive, they
automatically die, or the fact that children are also
susceptible to the disease. Fortunately, many
bright opportunities were taken for comic relief,
and the music was outstanding. With the soulful
voices demonstrated by Natasha William, James

Lawson and Shanica Lowe, it certainly moved the
play up several notches.
In addition to the incredible vocalists, saxophonist Marlon Boone played a mean horn. Here
again, it seems to me that someone with his level
of talent should have been allowed more than a
couple of tunes.
As you can imagine, characters in the play
tested positive for HIV/AIDS but managed to find
comfort in prayer and the support of love ones.
Actress Stacey Vieux portrays the character
Lindsey, who recites a poem that warns the
audience to “Watch Who You Lay With!” As a 16year old girl who was tricked into surrendering her
virginity to an older neighborhood scoundrel, she
recites tearfully in her poem “…feel my pain and
bear my cries.” Her mother, who at first scolds and
admonishes her, comes around in the end and all is
well.
Congratulations, Lucinda Askew, to a job well
done. Our youth and members of our adult
community need to be exposed to such sensitive
topics such as HIV/AIDS. It could save a life!

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would like to hear from YOU!
You may visit my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.
You may also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

44 38 10
CA$H 3

928
561
347

DOG DAYS
NEW DJ LINE-UP

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

2-8 6-4
4-1 7-5
5-3 8-6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012

The Weekly Challenger
Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/General Manager
Lorrie Bellinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Director
The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

7

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Jeff Mack Prepares For Championships
By PhilliP haywood Jr.
staff writer
st. PetersBUrG - when
you are beyond the age of 40 and
y ou s till h ave th e in tes tinal
fortitude to do the things that you
did when you were young, it’s
called passion. this dedication is
what keeps Jeff Mack returning to
the oval surface.
this week, the nationally
ranked runner will be traveling to
lisle, ill., to compete in the 2012
Masters outdoor track and field
Championships will mark his last
meet of the season.
while Mack spends much of
his time training and racing, he
also holds a position as an electronic technician with the largo
wastewater department. his
accomplishments on the oval
surprised many of his co-workers,
who found out about Mack’s
talents in newspaper articles. they
dutifully posted newspaper clips
about him around the office and

the time clock for everyone to see.
Because the track meets are
scattered around the country,
Mack was seeking a sponsorship
to help with travel costs. But when
the articles i wrote that appeared in
the weekly Challenger were
posted around the office, it gave
director and assistant director of
environmental services irvin Kety
and Gary Jones-Glascock an idea.
the two met with the entire
department, and raised funds to
help finance Mack’s meet in
illinois.
the sponsored paid trip could
not have come at a better time with
the economic situation being the
w ay it is . th e en tir e larg o
environmental services
department deserves kudos for
taking such interest for one of its
employees.
over the last several weeks,
Mack has been training diligently
in preparation for his run against
athletes from all over the United
states who will run at the meet.

Jeff Mack

he’s been running competitively for some time. and he’s
fast. two weeks shy of his 40th
birthday, Mack posted a 100 meter
dash of 10.56.
recently in a Masters Meet in
eugene, ore., he finished second
in the 200 meters. while this is a
feat, he doesn’t make excuses. “i

should have won that race … the
last 20 meters the guy ran better
that i did,” he said.
M ack s aid h e’s lo o k in g
forward to the 2013 track season
which he hopes to get better with
time like aged wine. “without
God and family none of this would
be possible,” he said.

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed
in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

The Weekly Challenger
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

Louis Murphy Gets A
Change Of Scenery

By PhilliP haywood Jr.
staff writer
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What are your opinions on The Weekly Challenger?

Please feel free to let us know.

Call (727) 896-2922 or Email
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or Write to:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.,
Suite F, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The Griffin Twins
Verbally Commit
To UCF

Louis Murphy

By PhilliP haywood Jr.
staff writer
s t. P e t e r s B U r G sometimes in any given profession
a geographical change can do a
world of good for anyone.
louis Murphy, the former
lakewood spartan, University of
florida Gator and Nfl oakland
raider has been granted a reprieve
by a recent pick-up from the
Carolina Panthers.
this is a
chance for Murphy to resuscitate
his career.
in his first two years, Murphy
started 18 games and caught 75
passes for 1,130 yards and six
touchdowns. however, last season
Murphy was limited by nagging
injuries which limited his produc-

tion by catching a mere 15 passes.
the injuries make is plain to see
how he fell out of favor with the
raiders.
Murphy could become a very
good receiver in the Panthers
system. the Panthers’ quarterback
Cam Newton and Murphy were
teammates for two years at Uf.
Newton went on to excel at
Blinn College in texas to win a
NCJaa National Championship.
he also went on to win a National
Championship at the University of
auburn, along with the heisman
trophy.
Murphy has a chance to
become a great player, especially
beside a young, exciting quarterback in the league.

PetersBUrG
st.
shaquem and shaquill Griffin
have always been a package deal.
the twin athletes even let
prospective schools understand
that they should be considered as
one unit.
after offers from a range of
schools, from Boston College to
University of Cincinnati to
University of Minnesota, the
twins decided on a recent trip to
orlando that UCf would be the
school of their choice.
the twins made a verbal
agreement to the team late last
week.
shaquill and shaquem felt
they could make an immediate
impact for UCf’s football
program, which is part of the Big
east. Plus, orlando isn’t too far
from home.
“they will thrive wherever
they go,” said Paul haywood,
their first football coach.
the twins have proven over
the years their competitive nature
and dedication. they’ve worked
hard to reap the rewards of
gaining a football scholarship.
to note, shaquem has a
physical impairment, which has
never slowed him down. he was
born with underdeveloped fingers
on his left hand, and they were
removed when he 4. this has
never been a problem on the

Shaquem Griffin on Left.
Shaquill Griffin on Right

football field.
“other coaches … have said
they were always the cream of the
crop of every team that they have
played on,” haywood said. the
twins will be given a fair opportunity to get immediate playing
time.
these young men have grown
into well-rounded students and
athletes, from the classroom to
the field.
UCf will be getting two fine
young men with great character
and who will shine on the field.
Coach o’leary has two young
men who will go the distance for
the Knights.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ThE Rock

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH

oF

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

“God’s House In The City”

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

It is about the history of people of color in St. Petersburg, FL from an African American perspective.
The main objective of the Producer Rev. Sarah Edwards is to empower the viewers with true knowledge
by telling her own story.The trailer may be seen on YouTube/Gods Eyes Beholding The City
or on: www.thecrossingpoint.net/visiblevoices
For Additional information, contact: Rev. Sarah Edwards, Sr. Pastor
The Crossing Point/South St. Petersburg IFGC
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net • Voice: 727-821-0304

Rev. Brian K. Brown

United for Christ

GeNeSIS
WORSHIP
CeNTeR
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

(727) 898-9407
sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

sERvICEs
sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

10th street Church Of God

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Visible Voices Christian Community Association,
an out-reach Ministry of The Crossing Point International Foursquare Gospel Church
has released the Trailer to a world-wide audience, for the TV Production,
‘Gods Eyes Beholding The City’.

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Tuesday

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

sunday

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

20th Street
Church Of Christ
825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.
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CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/ Children rising
are held on Wednesday evening,
at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Ch r is t- cen ter ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Our Back to School annual
concert is scheduled for Sunday,
Aug. 12, at 4 p.m. youth Choirs,

Creative Expression Groups,
Drill Teams and Mimes of the
bay area will perform. This
annual event is held to help the
children in the community with
their school supplies. Supplies
are donated by our congregation
and community businesses and
will be given out following the
concert.
“Deeper Into God’s Word We
II
Shall Delve In 2012”
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240. Email:
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to join
us not only in Sunday worship,
but also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Join us each Sunday in the
month of July for our Summer
Series “Journey to Salvation,”
presented by the Associate
Pastors of Mt. Zion.
Aug. 21 – Save-the-Date.
True Couponing Seminar a
Faith-Based
Ministry
teaching others how to save
money through the use of
coupons! For more information visit www.truecouponing.com.
HELP WANTED – Are
you a licensed and insured
Painter? We are now
accepting bids for interior
painting. If interested,

please contact the business
office at 727-894-4311.
young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college
student home for the summer?
Then come join the young
Adult
Ministry
every
Tuesday, from 7–8 p.m. in the
youth Education Bldg.
VOTErS
rEGISTrATION SIGN-UP EVEry 1st
and 3rd SUNDAy. Don’t be
surprised on Election Day! If
you have moved, had a name
change, turn 18 by November
6, or want to change party
affiliation. Please register!
C.A.r.E Ministry Needs
you! Please donate gently
used children’s clothing, toys,
and baby furniture. Drop-off
location is 1906 9th Ave. S.,
every Tuesday from 1–5 p.m.
We also need Barbers and
Beauticians who are willing to
donate haircuts for kids to
prepare them for school.
Please call 727-289-6957.
NOW – Aug. 16 – FrEE

Summer Voluntary Pre-k
Program. Is your child going to
be 4 years old before September
1st? They may be eligible. For
more information, contact Mt.
Zion Children’s Center at 727894-1612. Space is limited.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by
following
us
on
FACEBOOk, TWITTEr and
yOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Promote Your ChurCh! Call 727-896-2922

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
reverend Brian k. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons
and Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for August
Thru Aug. 3 - Vacation Bible
School: “Fishin’ on a Mission
with Jesus” Nightly 6 - 8:15 p.m.
youth Classes for ages 4-18,
Men’s Classes Starting at age 18

and Adult Classes.
Aug. 10 - Monthly Church
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Aug. 13 - Back to School
Bash: St. Mark Outreach for the
Childs Park Community will be
held in Child’s Park. Will
provide back to school assistance for the children in our
larger church community.
Aug. 19 - All Choirs
Anniversary/Family and Friends
Day: “Coming Together to Fortify
Our Faith” at St. Mark M. B. C.
during the 10:45 a.m. Service.
rev. Brian k. Brown will bring
the morning Sermon-Brother
keith Flournoy, Music Director.
Aug 25
Pre-Church
Anniversary Prayer Breakfast at
St. Mark, 9-11 a.m. Theme:
“Connecting our Faith to Build
a Bridge of Hope, Help and
Healing”
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All are

invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with
us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at
6 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
N I. k. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30 - 6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays and Thursdays (During
the School year).
young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”
F r ien ds h ip M is s io nar y
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating
the Love of Christ.
Mark your calendar for the
following dates:
Wednesday, Aug. 8 - 7 p.m. If
you are unable to attend church
on Sunday, August 5, 2012,
Friendship cordially invites you
to our Wednesday Night LIVE
Service. Please join us and bring
your family and friends.
Monday-Friday, Aug. 6-10
- The Florida General Baptist
State Congress of Christian
Education will be at the Buena
Vis ta P alace in O r land o ,
Florida. Please contact Sister
Sharon Wilson, FMBC
Christian Education Director
for further information: 727-

906-8300.
WEEk OF PrAyEr
Monday-Wednesday, Aug.
1 3 - 1 5, S un d ay, A u g . 1 9 Family and Friends
Celebration. Friendship will be
rejoicing our Annual Family
and Friends Celebration at 7:45
a.m. with guest Pastor Corey J.
Hodges, New Pilgrim Baptist
Church, Salt Lake City, Utah.
We will continue our Family
and F r ien d s celeb r atio n at
10:45 a.m. with guest Bishop
Zema Florence, Holy Temple
Cathedral Pentecostal Church,
St. Petersburg, FL.
Please plan to invite and bring
all your family and friends to share
in such grand occasion. Dinner
will be served after the midmorning worship.
rEVIVAL ~ rEVIVAL ~
rEVIVAL
Monday-Wednesday, Aug. 2022, 7 p.m. Come join us for our
Annual revival nightly. Our guest

preacher during The Ship’s
revival, Pastor Corey J. Hodges,
New Pilgrim Baptist Church, Salt
Lake City, Utah.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcome you to open our doors.
Friendships’ Morning Services
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the glory
of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night at
7 p.m. as we study in the Book of
MArk, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless you – The Ship!
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Primary Election
August 14, 2012
Five things you need to know to be election ready –
1.

Florida is a Closed Primary State: Only voters registered with a political party may vote in that party’s primary.
Registration deadline - July 16 for new registrations and party affiliation changes.

2.

All voters can vote by mail. All eligible mail ballots are included in final election results. To vote at your convenience,
request a mail ballot by visiting www.votepinellas.com or by calling (727) 464-VOTE (8683). Ballots can be returned by
mail or dropped off at any dropoff location, but must be received by 7 p.m. Election Day.

3.

To avoid delays, bring photo and signature ID to the polls and make sure the Elections Office has your current name,
address and signature.

4.

Early Voting is available at any Elections Office.
NEW Days and Hours (Varies by County)
August 4 – 11, Saturday – Saturday
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Locations
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo (Starkey Lakes Corporate Center)
315 Court St., Room 117, Clearwater (Courthouse)
501 1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg

5.

On Election Day, voters must vote in the precincts in which they live. Precinct, voting districts and
polling place information can be found on your current voter information card or online by selecting
“Find Your Precinct” at www.votepinellas.com.

Deborah Clark
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections
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MYcroSchool Pinellas
My School … My Way
ST. PETERSBURG —
MYcroSchool
Pinellas
is
opening in your community
this month. It will be located in
the Webb Plaza at 840 3rd Ave.
S. The building is currently
under renovation and will be
ready to welcome students
August 20.
Principal Martina Green
will be present at the school
beginning on August 6, 8–4
p.m., and welcomes anyone
who would like to stop by and
talk about the opportunities
MYcroSchool Pinellas will
offer the young people in our
community. Green is happy to
offer registration information
and answer any questions
parents, students or community
members may have.
MYcroSchool re-engages
disconnected students through
an innovative curriculum that
integrates technology with
academics and provides the
opportunity to earn an accredited high school diploma. The
school offers a communitybased, personalized program
for each student enrolled and
offers a unique education
program specifically designed
for reluctant or disengaged
learners who have dropped out
of traditional high schools.
MYcroSchool provides a
core
academic
rigorous
program and community-based
learning opportunity coupled
with an electives program
emphasizing workplace and
college readiness and vocational certifications for a 21st
century workforce.
This extraordinary educational experience is possible
because of an innovative educational design emphasizing a
“high tech and high touch”
approach and partnerships with
community based organizations. The education model
allows youth the opportunity to
complete their secondary
education in a blended, technology-rich, classroom-based
environment that supports
academic achievement, vocational training, and workplace
or college readiness.
The use of a high-tech,
motivating, integrated curriculum that is competency-based
rather than seat-time dependent
provides incentive for students
to build their skill set and
achieve their goals. At the core
of this process is the
Individualized Learning Plan
for every student that guides
their path to a high school
degree and beyond. Anytime,
anyplace, any pace accessibility to curriculum content and
expert assistance supports personalized learning leading to
success.
MYcroSchool’s integrated
academic curriculum embeds
common core, state-aligned
content standards into industrystandard software programs
such as Microsoft Office Suite,
AutoCAD, Macromedia Flash
and Adobe. This custom curriculum requires that students
learn to manipulate these and
other software applications in
order to move through their
learning plans.
Competency is demonstrated in benchmark assessments
and culminates in the presentation of five senior projects that
represent a broad sampling of
student learning.
Students
leave MYcroSchool with a
solid academic knowledge base
as well as marketable technical

Important Dates
For The 2012-2013
School Year

Monday, August 20, 2012 All schools open All Pre-k and
postsecondary schools’ classes
begin
Monday, September 3, 2012 Labor Day Holiday - schools
closed for staff and students
Friday, September 14, 2012 School-based Professional
Development Day - schools
closed for students

Marjorie Lopez, Florida Education Director, Betty Jones,
Administrative Assistant, Martina Green, Principal

skills, increased academic confidence, and a high school
diploma.
Small learning communities of between 250 and 275
students allow for both a “High
Tech” and a “High Touch”
environment where students
gain the relationship skills,
academic confidence, metacognitive skills, and critical
thinking skills necessary to take
charge of their learning.
This transformation is
facilitated by competent, caring
adults with high expectations
for every student being successful. Based on a sound theoretical framework of competency-based,
authentic
education,
MYcroSchool
provides high expectations, an
orderly atmosphere, strong
emphasis on skill acquisition,
frequent
monitoring
of
progress to promote student
success,
and
data-driven
decisions in real-time.
Innovations of
MYcroSchool schools include:
• competency-based and
authentic portfolio assessments,
• workplace-designed
classroom environments for
knowledge workers,
• Research-based program
• Custom-designed
academic curriculum,
• Computer workstation for
every student,
• Small class size (25:1),
• Flexible scheduling,
• Standards-based testing,
individual student growth
required for graduation,
• Multi-media presentations of each student’s best
work,
• Daily access to industrystandard software,
• Blended Learning opportunities for anytime, anywhere
access.
The custom designed curriculum provides for:
• Complete integration of
State and Common Core
Content Standards;
• High-interest, engaging
projects and assignments;
• Academic skills of math,
science, literacy and history
taught using real-world

problems and situations;
• Multi-media tutorials to
learn math, grammar, writing,
and technology;
• Basic skills embedded in
leaning high-end technology;
and
• Interwoven connections
with higher education,
vocations, trades, and employability skills.
One of the most important
components
of
the
MYcroSchool system is to use
a model that allows for competency-based learning in a
blended
delivery
model.
Competency-based
learning
moves away from a system that
relies on seat-time credits (a
measure of the length of time a
student has studied a subject) to
a system that awards credits
based upon the demonstration
of skill level mastery.
Access to core curriculum,
highly qualified instructors,
and synchronous assistance is
foundational to student persistence and success. Recovery,
program completion and graduation is based on a willingness
to break the confinement of
grade-level boundaries.
Time-shifting that allows
access to curriculum in the
form of extended day and ondemand learning opportunities,
work-based learning, and
community
service.
This
supports a truly unique experience and meaningful personal
transformation. When a student
acquires a defined level of skill
or competency, they move on to
the next set of standards,
regardless of grade level.
The School for Integrated
Academics and Technologies
and
now
MYcroSchool
promotes an idea whose time
has come. All students deserve
a chance to be contributing
members of their communities.
Competency-based education
in an individual student growth
model coupled with rigor,
relevance and relationship, in a
high tech and high touch environment, facilitates a unique
experience and meaningful
transformation that creatively
meets the needs of a 21st
century economy and culture.
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Friday, October 19, 2012 School-based Professional
Development Day - schools
closed for students
Monday, November 19, 2012 Teacher Work Day/Professional
Development Day – school
closed for students
Tuesday, November 20, 2012 Teacher Work Day/Professional
Development Day - schools
closed for students

Wednesday, November 21,
2012 - Friday, November 23,
2012 - Thanksgiving Holidays schools closed for staff and
students
Monday, December 24, 2012 Friday, January 4, 2013 Winter Holidays, schools
closed for staff and students
Monday, January 7, 2013 Schools reopen classes resume
Friday, January 18, 2013 Teacher Work Day/Support
Services Catalog of Choice
Day - schools closed for
students
Monday, January 21, 2013 Martin Luther King, Jr Day
Holiday - schools closed for
staff and students
Tuesday, January 22, 2013 Second semester begins

Monday, February 18, 2013 District-wide Professional
Development Day- schools
closed for students
Monday, March 25, 2013 Friday, March 29, 2013 Spring Holidays - schools
closed for students
Monday, April 1, 2013 Schools reopen Classes resume
Monday, April 29, 2013 School-based Professional
Development Day, schools
closed for students
Monday, May 27, 2013 Memorial Day Holiday, schools
closed for staff and students
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 Last day for all students (with
the exception of Adult
Education students at the PTEC
Centers)
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Faith-Based Literacy/Tutorial
Program Sites

Pinellas County
Back-To-School
Clinics

Boca Ciega High School Clinic – Free
physicals by appointment located at 924 58th St. S.,
Gulfport. Call for appointment at (727) 893-2780,
ext. 2199. Appointments available Mon. – Thurs.
until Aug. 9 from 7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Parent must be
present at the time of physical. Bring a physical
form along with shot records. (Contact is Barbara
Henderson)
Northeast High School Clinic – Free
physicals by appointment located at 5500 16th St
N. St Petersburg. Call for appointment at (727)
570-3025). Appointments available Mon. - Thurs.
until Aug. 9 from 7:30-2pm. Parent must be present
at the time of your physical. Bring a physical form
along with shot records. (Contact is Robin Taylor)
Health Fair at North Greenwood
Recreation Complex — Saturday, Aug. 4 – 900
N. MLK Jr. Ave., Clearwater, from 8-12 p.m.
School physicals, backpacks and other school
supplies available. (Contact is Maurice 372-2803
or ceomtcarmelcdc@aol.com)
People that Love Church & Mission 21st
Annual Back to School Event — Wednesday,
Aug. 8 - 817 5th Ave. N., St. Petersburg. Starts at 11
a.m. Registration is required now through Aug. 3
between 10:45 a.m. and 2 p.m. Parent/guardian
must bring proof of dependent children, birth certificates, Social Security cards and DCF letter to
preregistration where families will be given a
numbered ticket for admission – this must be
presented at event - free back packs and school
supplies for all registered kids when accompanied
by parent/guardian. (More information available at
www.peoplethatlove.com)

Operation Backpack – Saturday, Aug.
11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sponsored by the
First United Methodist Church of Tarpon
Springs – 501 E. Tarpon Ave – free
school
supplies,
games,
backpacks,
haircuts, physicals and lunch. (Contact
Dean at 937-3271 or children@fumctarponsprings.org)
12th Annual Back-to-School Health &
Safety Fair at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church — Saturday, Aug. 11 from 9 a.m.
– 1 p.m. with registration ending at Noon –
455 Missouri Ave., Largo 33770 (Faye
Belskey at 585-9969 or Faye@poplargo.org)
Safety Harbor Neighborhood Center Back-To-School Celebration — Saturday,
Aug. 11 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 940 7th St.
S., Safety Harbor. Registration is required
and must register before Aug. 3. Parent
must go to the NFC and fill out paper work.
Parent must reside in 34695, 34677, 33759
or 33761 zip code areas. Backpacks, school
supplies and community agencies with
resources – expecting 800 children with
their parents. (Call Marlene at 791-8255 or
MRuggiero@shnfc.org)
St. Petersburg College/ Health
Education Center — Saturday— Aug. 11
at 7200 66th St. N., Pinellas Park. School
physicals and immunizations from 9 a.m. 2:30 p.m. Sponsored by: Pinellas County
Osteopathic Medical Society. (Contact:
Tina Williams 727-824-6900 Ext. 4350 or
4351)

ST. PETERSBURG — The Faith Based
Program (FBP) serves youth from elementary to
high school residing in St. Petersburg neighborhoods in zip codes 33701, 33705, 33707, 33710,
33711, 33712, and 33713.
The Faith-based afterschool and summer
enrichment programs aids participants by
providing literacy and tutoring assistance,
computer labs, homework assistance, interactive
literacy activities and peer-to-peer assistance.
FBP provides a safe place for participants to
acquire knowledge, learn positive behaviors, and
foster a positive attitude towards, themselves,
others and learning year round.
The Faith-Based Literacy & Technology
Program is operated through the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center (SNFC).
For more information, please feel free to
contact Program Coordinator Donna Welch at
(727) 459-4547.

• Bethel Community Foundation - 2901 54th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
• Bethel Metropolitan MB Church – 3455 26th
Avenue South St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• Mt. Moriah MB Church – 3500 18th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• Mt. Pilgrim MB Church – 4000 5th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• Rock of Jesus MB Church – 3940 18th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• St. Petersburg Islamic Center – 3762 18th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church – 3647
18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
• Christ Gospel Church - 2554 22nd Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Kids Perform Better In School
When Parents Get Involved
(StatePoint) - Children spend
five times as much time outside
the classroom as they do in
school. With all this time away
from teachers, it’s important for
parents to support their children’s
learning.
In fact, children whose
parents are involved with them in
family literacy activities score 10
points higher on standardized
reading tests, according to the
National Center for Family
Literacy (NCFL).
“Learning
can
happen
anywhere and at any time,”
advises Emily Kirkpatrick, Vice
President of NCFL. “Go beyond
homework help and find learning
moments in everyday life that fit
in with your schedule.”
Here are some tips for how
you can take a more active role in
your child’s education:
• It all starts with you. With
some preparation on your part,
you can be a better resource for
your child. Make sure that you,
and those who spend time with
your child, are well-equipped to
support learning.
• Turn a household shopping
trip into a fun chance to do math.
Take a walk outside to discuss
nature or the community. Make a
lesson plan out of the world
around you.
• Develop a partnership with
your child’s teachers. Talk with
them about homework and be sure
you understand what is expected.
• Some children need and
want time to play when they get
home, while others may want to

get homework out of the way first
thing. Set a schedule for your
child that works for him or her,
and make it a routine. Just be sure
that your expectations are clear.
• Reinforce the idea that
homework is not punishment, but
a chance to practice new skills.
You can help make it fun by
rewarding progress.
• Ask your children thoughtprovoking questions, like what
they wonder about. For inspiration you can turn to free online
resources that emphasize fun in
learning, such as such as
www.Wonderopolis.org.
• Help set a timeline so that
school assignments are not left

until the last minute. Older
children with assignments that
will take several days or weeks to
complete may need your help
learning to manage their time.
• Checking to be sure assignments are complete is great, but
don’t forget it is your child’s
assignment, not yours. Do not do
homework for your child.
• Read to your children or with
them every night. Not only is this
an enjoyable way to spend time
together, it will benefit the child
and help instill a love of learning.
By getting more involved,
you can help your children make
this school year their most successful one yet.
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More Scholarships
Going To Waste
Even if you do not have a college-aged
child at home, please share this with
someone who does, pass this scholarship
information on to anyone and everyone that
comes to mind.
Though there are a number of
companies and organizations that have
donated monies for African American scholarships, a great deal of the money is being
returned because of a lack of interest.
No one is going to knock on our doors
and ask if we can use a scholarship.
Take the initiative to get your children
involved. There is no need for money to be
returned to donating companies because
we fail to apply for it.
We must get the word out that money is
available.

1. Guaranteed Scholarships
http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
2. BOEING scholarships (soma e HBCU connects)
http://www.boeing.com/companyoffices/educationrelations/scholarships
3. Easley National Scholarship Program
http://www.naas.org/senior.htm
4. Maryland Artists Scholarships
http://www.maef.org/
5. Jacki Tuckfield Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship
(for AA students in South Florida )
http://www.jackituckfield.org/
6. Historically Black College & University Scholarships
http://www.iesabroad.org/info/hbcu.htm
7. Actuarial Scholarships for Minority Students
http://www.beanactuary.org/minority/scholarships.htm
8. International Students Scholarships & Aid Help
http://www.iefa.org/
9. College Board Scholarship Search
http://cbweb10p.collegeboard.org/fundfinder/html/fundfind01.html
10. Burger King Scholarship Program
http://www.bkscholars.csfa.org/
11. Siemens Westinghouse Competition
http://www.siemens-foundationorg/
12. GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds
http://www.lulac.org/Programs/Scholar.html
13. CollegeNet ‘s Scholarship Database
http://mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/index
14. Union Sponsored Scholarships and Aid
http://www.aflcioorg/scholarships/scholar.htm
15. Federal Scholarships & Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship
Gateways from Black Excel
http://www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm
16. Scholarship &Financial Aid Help
http://www.blackexcel.org/fin-sch.htm
17. Scholarship Links (Ed Finance Group)
http://www.efg.net/link_scholarship.htm
18. FAFSA On The Web (Your Key Aid Form &Info)
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
19. Aid &Resources For Re-Entry Students
http://www.back2college.com/
20. Scholarships and Fellowships
http://www.osc.cuny.edu/sep/links.html
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school

understanding of the needs of
nontraditional students.
“I think a lot of our students
have gone to other institutions and
they are a minority in terms of
being nontraditional,” Plater
explained. “Many schools are
structured to handle traditional
students.”
But as Plater points out,
although traditional colleges are
great for those much loved extras
such as the marching bands and
sororities, a 40 year old with a
mortgage and a family may not be
into the social aspect of traditional
campuses.
“If you’re a nontraditional
student who wants to be around
other nontraditional students and
have a very rigorous academic
program that addresses what you
need in your professional life, then
come to Strayer,” said Plater.
Flexibility doesn’t just extend
to Strayer’s online courses or
faculty; however, it is imbedded in
Photograph courtesy of Strayer University
the very core of the college. With
Dr. Plater from the Washington, D.C. area
the majority in attendance
commencement ceremony.
working fulltime, Strayer doesn’t
expect
students to adhere to rigid
But as President of Strayer
system, he earned a scholarship to
a New Hampshire prep school. University, Plater feels it’s 9-5 hours in order to gain assisLater, he went on to Harvard and important for students to under- tance with their education.
Instead, campus courses are
various other prestigious colleges. stand that with determination,
during evening and
offered
He never stopped believing hard work and sacrifice a college
weekend
hours.
Students can also
that part of success is recognizing degree is attainable, no matter
that you are investing in yourself, their situation. It can “transform take care of any school business
they have, making it possible to
and he hopes adults around the lives.”
juggle
both work and school
And Strayer University
country will see the value in
education and not let their individ- makes it easy. Priding itself on its without dropping any balls.
“We would never say to
ual circumstances prevent them unique ability to work around
student’s schedules and be under- someone, ‘your appointment’s at
from achieving their goals.
“There are times in which you standing in times of need, Strayer 10 a.m. to talk about your
wonder, ‘Can I make it? Am I has set itself apart from other uni- financial aid,’” Plater explained.
“If you’re working full time, that’s
going to be able to balance all of versities in the area.
not
really an option. We underNot only do the online
this?’” he reminisced.
“The
stand
that.”
vacations I’ve missed, the courses allow tremendous flexiStrayer University boasts
birthdays. I’ve had to go through bility for each student’s schedule,
flexible
class schedules, two conthe faculty at Strayer is aware and
all that.”

continued from front page
is just a click away, and for those
who’ve chosen a different path in
life, such as an early family or
immediate work out of high
school, it’s a welcome alternative
to traditional schools.
“We want to make sure
students are getting a high quality
education with integrity; with
something that meets their needs,”
Plater said. “We’ve been doing
this for a while.”
120 years in fact. Established
in 1892, Strayer University (an
accredited college) has been
helping working adults continue
their education and advance their
careers in such areas as education,
accounting, economics, and
business just to name a few.
Associate, bachelor, and master’s
degrees are available, with all
courses being offered online, as
well as campus classes.
Having molded the college’s
setup to benefit adults heading
back to school, Strayer University
caters to nontraditional students.
And Plater knows making courses
available online for today’s
working families is essential to
adults returning to school and
advancing in their careers.
“[The] main thing is that we
allow nontraditional learners
access to education,” he said. “It’s
important to me as president to let
people know that I’ve gone
through a similar situation.”
A product of a single parent
household and at times living in
government housing projects,
Plater knows what it’s like to have
all the cards stacked against him.
But by working hard through the
Washington, D.C. public school

Learning Community of Achievement & Hope

• Arts & Enrichment Clubs
• Student Shadowing
• Mobile Learning Labs
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Dr. Michael Plater

venient Tampa campuses, and
online learning options which
allow students access to all classes
anytime, whether at home or on
the road.
Plater would like to
encourage all adults to assess their
goals and see what is out there for
them. He is confident potential
students will be satisfied with
what Strayer University has to
offer and knows it is a comfortable fit for most lifestyles.

“Stop in the campus and just
talk to someone. Get an idea what
it feels like,” he urges. “You
won’t find any barriers to succeeding. You’ve got to walk in and
just see.”
Strayer University is located
at 4902 Eisenhower Blvd. Suite
100 and 6302 E. Martin Luther
King Blvd., Suite 450. Or check
out all they have to offer at
www.strayer.edu.

