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Argie Jones:
100 Years Young

C&J Grocery:
Still Open After
All These Years

By HOlly Kestenis
staff writer

Corlis, left, daughter of Carrie Smith, currently manages
the store with her husband, Franklin Bryant.

By Jeanie Blue
staff writer
s t. P eters Bu rG —
Back in the 1970s, not too
many a f r ican a mer icans
living in st. Petersburg owned
businesses located west of
34th street. However, after
running a congregated living
facility for the elderly in their
home, Carrie and Johnny
smith decided to venture past
34th street and open a grocery
store.
today C&J Grocery sits at
the original site of 3698 18th
ave.
a picture, circa 1978, of
the smiths behind the counter
of their store was recently
f eatu r ed in T he Weekly
Challenger’s “Blast from the
Past” segment. the photograph received so many calls
that the Challenger had to do a
s to r y o n C&J G r ocer y’s
longevity in the community.
One of the many calls was

from the woman in the photo
herself, Carrie smith.
“i first started out keeping
elderly adults in my home,
then one of my patients got
sick and died. this bothered
me so much because i have a
lot of love for people and felt
sad for the loss,” said smith.
after working in the
health care business for a
while, the smiths decided to
open a store. it was received
warmly by the community.
“Most of my customers
were white and very nice,”
smith said.
the store ran for two
months before it built good
continuous business.
smith, who was involved
with nursing and health for
most of her life, said that this
was the beginning of her
entrepreneurial experience.
a realtor opened her and

c&J

continued on pg. 7

s t. P e t e r s B u r G –
Children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren and yes, even greatgreat grandchildren gathered in
honor of a community icon.
“i’m not going to even try to
count,” granddaughter Patricia
Miles said as she looked out across
the crowd gathered at the st.
Petersburg Garden Club, located at
500 sunset Drive.
argie Jones sat quietly in her
chair on saturday evening and
listened intently to family
members, who one by one
expressed how much she has meant
to them over the years. the past
100 years that is.
ravishing in red, argie, was a
picture of elegance. a single strand
of pearls lay motionless against
her chest while her white sweater
d r ap ed cas u ally f r o m her
shoulders; a simple tiara perched
atop her head.
argie was a vision reminiscent
of a queen. and according to
family and friends, she is one.
“she’s a tiny little lady and her
sons outgrew her quickly, but they
did not rule that house,” Miles said.
“she was in charge, just like today.
she told everybody what to do and
how to do it.”
it is argie’s no nonsense
attitude that has endeared so many
family members to her side over the
last 100 years. Born on July 21,
1912, in flint, Ga., argie was the
fourth child among five girls, with
an older brother from a previous
marriage.
when she was still a young
girl, the family moved to Quincy,
fla., and by age 20, most members
of the family had moved to st.
Petersburg.

Argie Jones, seated, is surrounded by her children, from left to right, Charles Cuffie, Floyd
Cuffie, Boston Cuffie, Martha Scrivens, and missing from the picture is son Richard Cuffie.

“she was a very diligent, hardworking young lady,” Miles
explained.
immediately upon setting up
residency Jones became involved
in the church. a member of 20th
street Church of Christ in st.
Petersburg from the day it opened
its doors, Jones has redefined faith,
commitment, and loyalty.
“the church has been there for
83 years. sister Jones has been at
20th street, 83 years,” Pastor
robert smith recalled. “when you
talk about faithfulness you have to
look at sister Jones.”
it is this commitment and
loyalty to her community that has
elevated argie to a status of
“mother” in the eyes of the church.
Her role is essential and Pastor
smith, who has preached at 20th
street Church of Christ for the past
14 years, knows what a gem he’s
found and doesn’t plan to lose her

anytime soon.
“sister has outlived all of
them,” he joked speaking of past
Pastors. “[she] knows every mess,
every problem, every division,
every trouble that 20th street has
had and guess what? she’s still
there, and that’s faithfulness.”
argie’s dutifulness doesn’t
stop at the church doors either. Her
strong sense of doing right has
made her the staple of the family
and a loving, reliable ally when
times are hard.
although she experienced
more than her fair share of despair
in her lifetime, argie consistently
put aside her own needs and made a
habit out of stifling her own pain.
instead she focused on fixing the
ailments of others.
“not only did she raise her own
five children, but she extended her
arms of love to her family,” Miles
revealed.

One selfless sacrifice argie
made in her lifetime was taking in
her 12-year-old nephew. she also
reared her grandson floyd from the
time he was 9 months old and when
her brother and sister-in-law passed
away in a house fire, she took in
their 3 month old as well, simply
saying, “Come on in and live with
me.”
Determined to raise her
children and her “adopted” children
on her own, argie denied many
suitors vying for her heart.
“there were a lot of people that
wanted to marry my grandmother,”
Miles reminisced with a chuckle,
“but she told them, ‘all you can take
off in my house is your hat, so you
just better keep going.’”
Jones stayed true to her word
and remained single until the day

100th

continued on pg. 9
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safety HarBOr – as the
sun beat down on Daisy Douglas
Park and the smell of hot dogs
lingered in the air, the non profit
organization People of Color
(POC) got its “let’s talk” session
underway.
founded in 2008 by Johnnie
union, POC was established to
make sure that the under represented citizens of safety Harbor
have a voice. His event last
saturday was geared towards
children. those in attendance ages
ranged from 4 to 24.
the “let’s talk” sessions are
held about once a month so the
local children can associate,
munch on goodies, and have a
chance to discuss their thoughts
and feelings.
union carts his old school
r ecor d player and r ecor ds ,
speakers and microphone down to

the park so that the kids can have
their minute in the spotlight.
thought provoking questions
were asked such as, “Could things
be better with your parents or
teachers?” Or, “where do you
gather, and with whom do you
associate with?”
the children eagerly grabbed
at the microphone to answer the
questions not knowing that they
were learning a little bit about
themselves and their friends in the
process.
“these questions are designed
to get the kids thinking,” said
union. One answer he listened
intently to was from the question:
“Do your parents expect you to go
to college?”
“this is the time they need to
be thinking about college,” union
said. He feels that college is not
instilled in children at an early
age. “By the time i graduated high
school, i had two years of college

Johnnie Union, founder of People of Color

completed because i was in a
program where you start taking
one college course ever semester

Voice

continued on pg. 2
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continued from front page
starting in middle school.”
Union is reluctant to call
himself a community activist,
but he and his organization have
taken major steps towards the
betterment of his neighborhood.
POC hosts a yearly Black
History Program. They also got
the ball rolling on the development
of a retention pond into a park, and
Union has sat on the Safety
Harbor Public Library Advisory
Committee as an alternate.
In 2010 alone, POC hosted
both a Youth Library Card Drive
and an oration with Safety
Harbor Mayor Andy Steingold
and city officials called “Chat
With Your City Officials.” They
also held a Voter’s Political
Views survey, and had the city
put in speed monitors throughout his neighborhood.
According to Union, POC
“is a voice of the community.”

He explained that it is not a racial
thing, “You can be black, white
or green. Anybody in the
community.”
Union will be the first
person to share his checkered
past, but no one in the neighborhood seems to care. All they see
is someone who has a love for
his community and country;
someone who strives for the
highest educational and social
standards.
“I have to get involved and
be the voice for the people who
don’t have one like the elderly.
M y peo p le w er e alw ay s
involved with children, and
mother told me I needed to do
something for the kids,” he said.
Union was informed that the
city could not afford to turn the
retention pond into a park for
now, but he has no plans on
giving up on his vision.
POC plans to hold another
“Let’s Talk” session before
school starts next month.

LET’S TALK LAW
By JAcqLyn F. BryAnT, ESq.
SpEciAL To ThE chALLEngEr

Fell Down?

Malayzjah Howell’s
turn at the mic.

L-R, Denaja Riley,
Malayzjah Howell and
Diamond Nyasia

Daisy Douglas Park regulars.

DJ Lee Watkins

W e e ncourage L etters t o t he e ditor

Falling down in a store, a public park, or a
restaurant can be an embarrassing event. Most
people will quickly get up and brush themselves
off and hope that no one saw the slip or trip. Then,
they wake up the next day with pain, and never
think to hold anyone responsible besides themselves for being “clumsy.” But a lot of the times,
it is NOT your fault, it is often the negligence of
the property owner for failing to make the area
safe for people like you and me.
In Florida, business owners have a legal
responsibility to make their business safe for
customers and the general public or to warn of
dangerous conditions on the property (this also
applies to property owners who invite people
onto their property). Keeping the property safe
includes floors, ceilings, doors, hanging objects,
signs, etc. For example, if a restaurant has broken
tile at the entrance of the store, the owner must
immediately repair the tile and/or place signs, or
barriers, or some other type of warning to keep
people from harming themselves.
This responsibility to make the property safe
or warn of known dangers, is not just for business
owners; this also includes homeowners, places of
employment, city/government property, and
apartment complexes or condominiums.

If you trip, slip and fall on anyone’s property
it is important to look to see what you caused you
to fall. Was it something broken? Was it food or
liquid on the floor? Was it a loose object that
should not have been there? This is important to
know because the state of Florida requires that
YOU prove the property owner knew about the
danger on the property or should have known
(because it was there long enough for them to
know) and they failed to fix it before you became
injured by it. For example, if you slip on a banana
in the grocery aisle and the banana is brown with
rotten spots on it, and footprints are in it, your
attorney can argue that the banana had been on
the floor for a long time because of the way it
looked, which means someone should have
known about it and cleaned it up before you got
hurt!
As always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning a slip and fall or a trip and fall, not matter
where it has occurred.
If you would like to know more about this
topic; have questions; or just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from you!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
National Performance
Artist Performs For
The Local Community
ST. PETERSBURG —
The groundbreaking play, “A
Dark
Skinned
Woman’s
Revenge,”
has
dazzled
audiences so much so that a
discussion is scheduled after
the August 11th show at the
James Weldon Johnson Branch
Library.
The play boldly explores
the relationship between dark
skinned black women and
black men. There are five
women in the play, each telling
their unique story. The ending
is incredibly unbelievable,
providing joy, love and hope to
women.
All characters are played
by actress, Rashida Strober,
who is also the writer, director
and producer. Strober has
performed this play at the
Washington,
D.C.
Black
Theatre Festival, The Royal
Theatre, The Urban League
Crime Prevention Festival, for
students at Gibbs High School
among other venues.
Chosen among hundreds of
submissions, “A Dark Skinned
Woman’s Revenge” is also
making its mark at the prestigious 2012 Atlanta Black

Theatre Festival.
Strober was born in St.
Petersburg and was the only
girl of six children. Ending up
on the streets and alone by the
age of 14, she endured poverty
and sexual exploitation. She,
however, held on to her dreams
of acting.
As a winner of numerous
acting awards including a prestigious Ruth Eckerd Hall
Scholarship and a Florida
Thespian Festival Superior
Award, Strober never looked
back.
After graduating from the
University of South Florida in
2005 with a master’s degree in
political science, Strober
moved to Los Angeles to
pursue her lifelong dream to
act. While there she wrote,
produced and starred in her
auto-biographical one-woman
show entitled “The Ice Cream
Lady’s Dream.”
Strober also appeared in
various other theatrical productions, and after three years
in Los Angeles she relocated to
St. Petersburg. She is passionate about using her art to
encourage and inspire others to

Engineer, Mentor, Tutor, Friend

Rashida Strober

achieve no matter what the circumstance.
The full performance
reading of “A Dark Skinned
Woman’s Revenge” will take
place at 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
11, at the James Weldon
Johnson
Branch
Library
located at 1059 18th Ave. S. in
St. Petersburg.
The event is free to the
public. For more information,
please call 813-708-8629.

By JON WILSON

Postcard picture of Mound Park. When city leaders
thought about building an annex for black patients
at there, hundreds of white residents protested
and demanded a referendum.

Dr. James Maxie Ponder
spearheaded the drive to
establish Mercy. It was built on
land community, according to
lore, and was owned by
pioneer Elder Jordan Sr. Ned
Davis, a white man for whom
Davis Academy was named,
who provided money to help
the hospital get started.
Ponder served as staff
physician, handling the nonstop routines of a medical
practice in addition to medical
crises and childbirth. He was
appointed city physician for
the black community in 1926.
In 1958, Ponder became the
first active black member of
the Pinellas County Medical
Society.
In 1960, Dr. Edward Cole,
the society’s president, pointed
out that Mercy had no
pharmacy, no recovery room,
poor laboratories for diagnosis
– and an infant mortality rate
10 times higher than that at the
city’s white hospital, Mound
Park.
When city leaders thought
about building an annex for
black patients at Mound Park,
hundreds of white residents
protested and demanded a referendum. But doctors, both
black and white, were tired of

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Jasper L. Hill, Jr.

Mercy Hospital:
Segregation Era Health Care
ST. PETERSBURG —
The opening of Mercy
Hospital in 1923 continued
in a formalized way, keeping
the African-American
community’s tradition of
caring for its own.
During the segregation era,
many hospitals did not admit
African-American
patients. Sometimes segregation laws forbade them from
doing so; sometimes hospitals
simply refused to treat black
people. As a result, black communities did what they always
had done: They created their
own amenities and made their
own way.
When it opened at 1344
22nd Street S., on the edge of
town, virtually out in the
country, Mercy served its
immediate community and
other African-American neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.
Mercy actually had a predecessor. It was established in
1913 at Fourth Avenue South
and 12th Street in Cooper’s
Quarters, one of the oldest
African-American neighborhoods, which later became
known as the Gas Plant area.
The building was a five-room
cottage that had originally been
built as a white hospital on a
site where Bayfront Medical
Center was eventually established.
Initially, Mercy Hospital
had 16 to 20 beds and often was
poorly equipped and understaffed. But it had dedicated
doctors and nurses. Long after
racial strictures eased in the
1960s, and after Mercy closed
in 1966, the hospital remained a
symbol of African-American
tenacity. Additions to the
hospital in 1948 and 1962
added to the pride hospital staff
members felt.

Community Spotlight

the impasse. They made preparations to integrate Mound
Park.
“It was a racial thing and
we got tired of it,” Dr. Fred
Alsup said. “It was time to stop
having separate but not equal.”
Alsup admitted the first
black patient to Mound Park:
Mrs. Altamease Chapman,
who was suffering from
phlebitis, the inflation of a
vein. The admission took place
on February 26, 1961.
Chapman walked through the
hospital’s front door and was
assigned the last available
room in the medical surgery
section. Hospital administrator
Don Rece escorted her.
Police and a few
n ew s p ap er p eo p le w er e
present. But the admission
w en t s moo th ly an d n o
problems developed. It was
one more quiet, important step
on the road to equality.
This is another in a series of
co lu m n s ab o ut Afr ica n Am er ica n h is to r y in S t.
Petersburg. They are running
concurrently with the citysponsored African-American
Heritage Project. For information about the project, call Kim
Hinder, (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

Jasper L. Hill, Jr. was born in St. Petersburg
to Evelyn Dixon Hill (Dee) and the late Jasper
L. Hill, Sr. He attended Happy Workers
Kindergarten and Daycare Center, Childs Park
Elementary, Southside Fundamental Middle,
and Gibbs Senior High School.
From childhood, Hill began taking things
apart and putting them back together. This was
not to fix things that were broken, but to see all the
parts that made things work. Christmas toys could
be reconstructed as a new toy or perfectly put back
together a number of times by New year’s Day.
From the adults in his life, Hill learned that
these were tasks that engineers performed.
Little did he know that this was just the right
combination for the promising career that he
would follow.
After graduating from high school, Hill
enrolled in Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University (FAMU) in Tallahassee
where he received a BS in Mechanical
Engineering. He then earned his Master of
Science Degree in Engineering Management
at the University of South Florida, Tampa.
Within the community, Hill has been a
mentor to young men who have needed extra
encouragement to pursue their goals. For
many years, he has tutored young people in
math to help them keep up or overcome difficulty in their classes. The experiences are
quite rewarding, but he regretfully notes that
his time after work is very limited now.
Immediately after graduating from FAMU,
Hill began work at a local medical equipment
company where he had worked as an intern the
summer prior to his senior year. His position
was that of manufacturing engineer, which
involved him in the design and manufacture of
durable medical equipment.
Currently, he is working at the Senior
Principal Level with the responsibility of overseeing contract manufacturers for the
company.
“I have a very interesting job. It keeps me
very busy,” Hill said.
His maternal grandmother, Granny Ethel
Lloyd Dixon, stressed the importance of
education to him at a young age.
“She walked me to kindergarten, watched me
after school until my mom got home, and took me
with her to places she thought I should go.” Hill’s
grandmother did not have the opportunity to get a
college education, so she wanted him and his
cousins to have all that we could get.
Of course Hill’s mother, a Pinellas County
teacher, demanded that he did his best with
everything. She and her friends saw that he
was involved in educational and cultural activities of all kinds.
As a first grader, Hill began playing soccer
in the Azalea Soccer League. Many Saturdays
he was on the field in the position of center.
He played through elementary school and into
middle school.
In high school, Hill got interested in

wrestling. He wrestled in the physical
education classes and earned a spot on the
varsity wrestling team. His rigorous academic
schedule and a part-time job kept him too busy
for any other sports, except for an occasional
backyard basketball game.
“When I was in school, I did not care a lot
about reading, but I was smart enough to know
that I had to read to be able to do my class
work and learn.” Math was such an enjoyable
subject for him that he could have gone to
math classes all day.
Knowing how he felt, Hill’s teachers and
parents made sure that he understood what was
expected of him in terms of grades. “Reading
and studying on a daily basis gave me the edge
needed to do well in all classes.”
Through Hill’s work, he learned that math
is the universal language in today’s world. All
mathematical problems, for the most part, can
be solved the same way universally.
“Numbers are numbers,” he said.
His experiences at FAMU are especially
important to Hill. “It is a tightly knit
community and I got to know people. I made
friends there who will probably be friends of
mine for the rest of my life,” he finished.
Hill enjoys traveling. Frequently, he and his
friends decide on a place to meet for a weekend so
that they can enjoy the area’s attractions together.
He has fond memories of cross country
trips with his father during the summers while
he was growing up. They traveled in his
father’s 18-wheeler truck to the western and
northwestern states, down through the central
states, and back to the southeastern section of
the country.
As an adult, Hill has traveled throughout
Europe. He especially enjoyed Paris, Belgium
and Germany, and is looking forward to return
visits in the future.
His hobbies include working out and
visiting with friends.
yes ladies, he is single.
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TO YOUR HEALTH
FDA Approves Over-TheCounter In-Home HIV Test
By J. Carlton Zeigler for
HealtHy living news
the U.s. food and Drug
administration (fDa) have
approved the first rapid overthe-counter Hiv test for sale
directly to consumers.
the oraQuick in-Home
Hiv test can detect antibodies
to Hiv with an oral swab,
providing a confidential testing
option with results in 20 to 40
minutes.
according to the fDa, a
positive result from the test does
not mean that an individual is
definitely infected with Hiv; just
that additional testing should be
done to confirm the results.
similarly, a negative test
result does not mean that an
individual is definitely not
infected with Hiv, especially if
exposure may have been within
the previous three months.
the test has the potential to
identify many previously undiagnosed Hiv infections, especially if used by those unlikely
to use standard screening
methods. Most Hiv testing is
done in a clinical setting where
counseling is also provided.
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimates
that 1.2 million people in the United
states have Hiv. However, about
one in five are not aware of it. these
people may be largely responsible
for the 50,000 new Hiv infections
that occur in the U.s. each year.
“we set out with a clear
purpose — to dramatically impact
the number of people getting tested
for Hiv,” said Douglas a. Michels,
of
orasure
technologies.

Spreading the Word,
Turning the Tide: Black Clergy
Work To End AIDS
By J. Carlton Zeigler
for HealtHy living
news

Dr. Shemeka Hamlin-Palmer demonstrates
how to use an OraQuick HIV Test.

“oraQuick brings us much closer
to accomplishing that goal.”
“Knowing your status is an
important factor in the effort to
prevent the spread of Hiv,”
added Karen Midthun, M.D., of
the fDa. “the availability of a
home-use Hiv test kit provides
another option for individuals to
get tested so that they can seek
medical care, if appropriate.”
the test is not 100 percent
accurate however. for Hiv-infected
individuals, the clinical studies
revealed one false negative result per
every 12 tests. for uninfected individuals, the number of false
positives was far lower. there was
about one among every 5,000 tested.
the oraQuick in-Home Hiv
test is expected to be available
for purchase this october. a
“live” toll-free consumer call
center and website will be
available. the bilingual call
center (english/ spanish) will be
confidential and will operate 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
“Many additional access points
to testing are optimal.” said Minister
franklin Hobbs, founder and
director of Healing our lands and

long-time Hiv activist and survivor.
“there are people who need
additional privacy who would
not access traditional Hiv
testing points or locales.”
the retail cost of the test has
not been announced but it could
initially be as high as $60 per kit.
the packaging and live customer
support is included in the steep
price. that could make the test
too costly for some Hiv at-risk
individuals, and so reduce its
usefulness as a diagnostic tool.
the in-home test also
comes at a time when the CDC
is being forced to direct funding
for Hiv testing and other prevention programs to states with
high Hiv transmission rates.
that leaves many clinics in
other states without the funding
for Hiv or even stD testing.
insurance plans under the
affordable Care act (“obamacare”)
are now required to cover these tests
in a clinical setting. But that is only
for those with health insurance. this
is resulting is an Hiv testing access
gap in some parts of the country that
will not be readily filled by an
expensive in-home test.

a new study reveals that for
black clergy members, traditional barriers to talking about
Hiv prevention are giving way
to faith-friendly messages about
getting tested for Hiv and
staying on treatment.
the
study,
recently
published in the prestigious
journal Public library of
science, shows that black
community religious leaders
now see battling aiDs as a
social justice issue compatible
with their religious teachings.
“we in public health have
done a poor job of engaging
african-american community
leaders and particularly black
clergy members in Hiv prevention,” says Dr. amy nunn, lead
author of the study and assistant
professor of medicine at Brown
University.
the study consisted of interviews and focus groups with 38
african-american pastors and
physicians and public health
researchers from Philadelphia, a
city with an exceptionally high
racial disparity of Hiv infection.
seven in ten new infections in
the city are among black
residents.
this seems fitting considering that according to CDC,
african americans are 14
percent of the U.s. population
but are 44 percent of new Hiv
infections. one in four african

Philadelphia’s black clergy are urging
their congregants to get tested.

americans will contract Hiv
within their lifetime.
and with 20 percent of the
more than one million people
with Hiv/aiDs in the U.s. not
knowing they have it, there is a
ticking time-bomb hidden
within already deeply impacted
communities.
one especially important
study showed that putting
infected people on treatment can
dramatically reduce the transmission of Hiv to others by 96
percent. other studies have
revealed that taking a daily Hiv
antiviral pill can help stop those
at high risk from becoming
infected with the virus.
Black clergy members feel
now is the time for action.
However, these religious leaders
acknowledged there are barriers.
Particularly challenging for
them is discussing human
sexuality in a church or mosque.
“one time my pastor spoke
to young people about sex,
mentioning using protection,”
states one clergy member in Dr.
nunns study. “i was sitting in

the clergy row; you could feel
the heat! i was surprised he said
that. Comments from the clergy
highlighted that they were
opposed to that topic. it’s a
tightrope walk.”
“it’s my duty as a preacher
to tell people to abstain,” added
another pastor, “but if they’re
still having sex and they’re
getting Hiv, there has to be
another way to handle this.”
Many religious leaders are
also encouraging discussion of
Hiv beyond primary worship
services, such as in ministries
and out into the community.
for example, dozens of
Philadelphia
church
and
community leaders will soon
participate in an Hiv prevention campaign that includes
door-to-door testing in neighborhoods with the highest
infection rates.
“religious leaders are, in
fact, willing to engage in a
dialogue and Hiv prevention, if
you do it in a culturally appropriate and faith-friendly way,”
said Dr. nunn.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012

5

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
Head Start Grant Is Up For Grabs
By JEANIE BLUE
STAFF WRITER
ST. PETERSBURG —
Lutheran Services of Florida
(LSF) is reaching out to
community members to gain
their thoughts and feedback
its
parent
and
during
community forums. LSF seeks
this information as it applies to
become the grantee for the
Early Head Start and Head Start
program in Pinellas County.
The most recent forum was
held at the James B. Sanderlin
Center July 22, and was
attended
with
sparsely
concerned parents and Head
Start personnel. A survey was
provided to attendees to acquire
the data.
“We want your vision into
what Early Head Start and
Head Start should look like in
your community,” LSF’s David
yarborough told the crowd. He
cited two reasons why LSF is
applying to become the grantee.
“One, we believe in
community and community
involvement and two, we’ve
got experience with 30 years of
providing head start and early
head start programming,” he
said.
According to yarborough,
LSF is a Lutheran social and

C&J

continued from front page
her husband’s eyes to different
properties and real estate. They
went on to purchase the Little
Club Tavern, located at 2216
18th Ave. S. They operated it
until it closed and was
purchased by the city for development.
“I had a bartender there
named James Taylor who
worked for me for 23 years. He
was a very good worker and
helped me so much,” Smith
said.
The Smiths went on to
become landlords to several
rental
properties
in
the
community and another tavern
called the Bethwood Inn Bar,
located at 4001 5th Ave. S.
After being in business for
so many years, Smith has
observed the changes that have
taken
place
inside
the
community.

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

David Yarborough

justice ministry working under
the umbrella of Lutheran
Services of America and
provides countless services
annually, operating on a $134
million budget. This local
group was founded in 1982 and
has since served millions of
citizens in the state.
In addition to the head start
programs, LSF offers disaster
relief, case management for
foster kids, juvenile justice
diversion program, sexual
abuse treatment, Ryan White
AIDS services, homeless and
homeless youth services and
guardians for abused seniors.
Parental involvement with
Head Start is vital for the
success of the educational
experience for the students, and
LSF is willing to provide flexibility and innovation to engage

“I tried to do everything I
could to make things better in
the community and worked with
city officials to help development in the areas were my businesses were located,” Smith
said.
The children now help run
the businesses, after Smith’s
husband, Johnny passed away.
“Things are not like they
used to be. Businesses are not
as prosperous and things are
slow,” Smith said.
Now, the Smiths’ children
continue their parent’s legacy
with another generation at the
helm. Smith’s daughter Corlis
and husband Franklin Bryant
now manage the store.
“I am supportive of running
the business, but my husband
Franklin has the passion for
sales,” Corlis Bryant said.
The Weekly Challenger was
honored to bring to our readers
the story of C&J Grocery, and
Carrie Smith.

Carrie Smith today.

Dr. Genevia Gano

parents at the level that is most
convenience for the families
and the centers.
“Head Start is based on
family and community engagement,” Dr. Genevia Gano, LSF
Early Head Start Director in
Hillsborough County said.
“We can’t mandate parental
participation,
but
we’ll
encourage the parents to make
it a mandatory policy to ensure
educational success for our
students,” Gavo said.
Gano said recent data on
parental involvement indicates
their program has about 75 to
80 percent. Other concerns
included income eligibility and
locations of the head start sites.
“How can we keep our
children in Head Start due to
these income guidelines?”
asked Monica Jones, a parent of

Monica Jones

four. “We have a two-parent
income, but daycare is very
expensive.”
Income eligibility must
meet the poverty guidelines
which are low compared with
the cost of living.
LSF, if granted the contract,
plans to work with other
community based organizations
such as Coordinated Child Care
and the R’Club to find other
resources to help provide scholarships to fund other prekindergarten, Head Start and
early Head Start services.
They also plan to utilize
existing head start sites with
some plans to expand the
program to areas currently
being underserved.
For more information about
LSF, or to provide input call
813-877-9303.

Increasing
Parental
Engagement:
There Is Hope!
ST. PETERSBURG —
For future discussion of
increasing parental engagement, two points need to be
understood.
1. The definition of
“parent” means anyone, a
parent or caring adult, who
has a compassionate interest
in the success of a child.
2. The definition of
“parental
involvement”
should include parental
engagement activities in
which parents are engaged in
activities that may not
include actual visits to the
school such as “Portal” or
“Parent Connect,” consistently monitoring homework,
and providing an adequate
and safe homework environment.
There Is Hope!
Many in the community
do not believe it is possible to
increase parental engagement, and have discounted
the parent as an integral part
to the education and social
issues solution regarding
children.
In a meeting and discussion about parental and
caring adult engagement, the
question of parental involvement came up.
One response caught my
attention when one of the participants
indicated
that
children should be encouraged to focus on self-reliance
and to not focus on what a
parent is or is not doing; but

monday, July 30 — If you have recently completed grades 16, get your study sheets for the 2nd Annual Geography Bee!
The event takes place at the James Weldon Johnson Library
at 6 p.m. U.S. State Capitals: All Grade Levels; Major World
Capitals & Continents: Grades 3 & 4, completed (in addition
to US State Capitals). World Capitals Expanded: Grades 5 &
6, completed (in addition to U.S. State Capitals). Call 8937213 for details
monday, august 13 – Librarian & Genealogy instructor
Harriet Thompkins presents “African American Genealogy,
Part II,” Class starts at 6 p.m., and will be held in the computer
lab at the James Weldon Johnson Library. Involves hands-on
experience with the Family Search database. Pre-registration
is required. Please call 727-893-7213
each tuesday — The Gulfport Merchants Association
continues to collect donations of non-perishable food, toiletries and personal needs to be distributed to the Gulfport
Senior Center Pantry. Bring your donations to the Gulfport
Merchants Association tent each Tuesday during the Gulfport
Tuesday Fresh Market, on Beach Blvd. below 29th Ave. S.,
from 9-2 p.m. each week. The Pantry, which offers food and
other needed items to struggling Gulfport individuals and
families, is in great need of donations to keep up with the
needs of its clients.
Ongoing — Imagine being taken away from your home, not
knowing where you will go, leaving behind your favorite
things. Now, imagine this through the eyes of a child. There
are more than 3,500 dependent children in Pinellas and
Pasco counties due to child abuse, neglect or abandonment.
Many of them need loving foster parents. For more information on becoming a foster parent, please call the Eckerd
Recruitment Line toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.
Ongoing — The Gulfport Tuesday Fresh Market is a yearround open-air market featuring fruits, vegetables and a
wide variety of other foods; hand-made art and crafts;
bath, body and wellness products; live music and more.
Over 50 vendors and exhibitors participate each Tuesday.
Hours for the summer are 9-2 p.m. For more information,
go to www.gulfportma.com, or contact Daniel Hodge at
727- 366-4086 or email dan@igc.org.

Pastor Rainey

rather seek to improve themselves regardless of the
negative environment at
home or in the community.
I believe that there is
hope for engaging parents
and that all parents care about
their children. With continuous
steadfastness,
the
community must step up to
the plate and assist parents in
as many ways as possible.
There is hope!
Next week we will
discuss strategies on how to
increase parental engagement
by 85 percent among parents
of struggling students.
Please note that your
input and critique is appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the
president of the Parent
Support For Education
Council, Inc. and also serves
as Outreach Pastor for Faith
Memorial MB Church, Rev.
Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
To
contact
Pastor
Rainey, please email him at
mrainey390@verizon.net, or
call (727) 420-1326 or (727)
826-9774.

Public Notice Affidavit
Memorandum of Law and Fact
Regarding Publication of Notice of Action
Applicable Law: Publication of notices of action and
the proof of publication are covered in
Section 49.10, FLORIDA STATUTES. Notices must be published.
The St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper is a newspaper published
at St. Petersburg, Florida, in said Pinellas County, Florida, and that
the said newspaper has heretofore been entered as first class mails matter
at the post office in St. Petersburg, Florida, in said Pinellas County, Florida,
since May 12, 2011 for a period of 1 year next preceding
the publication of the attached copy of advertisement.
Further that Richard Love, Publisher, St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper,
under oath states that the St. Pete Bulletin Newspaper
meets all statutory requirements.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

CLASSIFIED
Demetrish haynes is registering a fictitious name for her business by the name of Metrinikks.

Carrie and Johnny Smith behind the
counter of their store, circa 1978.

Classified Ads Work!!
Call (727) 896-2922

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rise Up, St. Pete! Gets Fired Up For Change
to st. Petersburg. He believes it
will make a difference.
for the past 18 months,
Pastor Draughon and pastors
from both north and south st.
Petersburg have been organizing and tweaking rise Up, st.
Pete!.
although each pastor has
w or k ed d ilig en tly, P as to r
Draughon admits there have
been mistakes made and some
setbacks. steps have had to be
retraced, and although there are
sure to be obstacles in their way,
Pastor Draughon feels the
church will guide the way to
results.
However, members of rise
Up are ready to step outside the
box and try a new approach.
Pastors for hundreds of years
have been spreading the word of
the gospel, but Pastor Draughon
admits that it isn’t working to
cure the social separation st.
Pete is currently experiencing.
“if you have a cow and you
run that cow into the corner and
every time, she kicked you in
the face, i think it’s about time
to try something different,”
Pastor Draughon said. “you just
don’t keep doing the same thing
and expect a different result.”
rise Up, st. Pete! has
created a six step action plan
and with the mayor’s approval
and pledged assistance, Pastor
Draughon and his constituents
are positive reform will be soon
to follow.
rise Up is working without
any community grants, but
hopes there will be an onslaught
of volunteers willing to take up
the fight to improve their city.
the first step is setting up a
“Communications and Publicity
action Plan.” this committee
will relay planned activities
through the use of social media,
keeping the community
informed of upcoming events.
“the neighborhood CleanUp Plan” will develop activities

By Holly Kestenis
staff writer
st. PetersBUrG - a
fairly new organization is fired
up to incite change in st.
Petersburg and its surrounding
areas.
it’s no secret st. Petersburg
is in need of some tender loving
care. Violence, theft, and substandard test scores amongst
our youth are on the rise and
many in the community are fed
up. well rise Up, st. Pete!
wants to do something about it.
rise Up, st. Pete! is a newly
formed organization with one
objective in mind: to fix and
unite st. Petersburg. Comprised
of both black and white pastors,
its goal is to mobilize churches
and interested members of the
community to do something
about the adverse differences
between south st. Petersburg
and its northern counterpart.
“what i’ve noticed early on
is that mid county is very
separated and isolated from
south county,” Pastor walt
Draughon expressed, “and
much of that i believe is race.”
it’s a delicate topic, but one
Pastor Draughon believes needs
to be brought to light. a pastor
of first Baptist Church, 1900
Gandy Blvd. n., Draughon
feels part of it is a disparagement between “the haves and
the have-nots,” and hopes rise
Up, st. Pete! can be the factor
that bridges the gap and helps to
reconnect st. Petersburg into a
unified city.
“we’ve got police officers
being murdered, we’ve got kids
growing up without vision, and
we’ve got people dropping out
of school,” Pastor Draughon
ex plain ed. “we’ r e br oken
y’all.”
a devout Christian, Pastor
Draughon believes the gospel
can be used to help change
people’s lives and bring healing
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The objective of Rise Up, St. Pete! is to fix and unite St. Petersburg.

designed to remove litter and
unwanted items from neighborhoods in the hopes of beautifyin g an d imp r o ving p r id e
throughout st. Petersburg.
Pastor sanders intends to
focus on creating partnerships
with neighborhood associations
and arranging clean up days for
each neighborhood in need of
assistance south of Central
avenue.
“th e yo u th ed u catio n
action Plan” will work to
identify existing afterschool
programs and partner with them
to provide academic enrichment
activities.
“we don’t want to duplicate
what is already out there, just
add resources to it,” Pastor
sanders explained, adding that
youth education and mentoring
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cultural relationships, tearing
down fences, and getting to
know one another.
“in my experience you
really don’t get to know a
person well until you break
bread together,” Pastor sanders
said, “and start talking about
family, history, and where you
come from.”
rise Up, st. Pete! plans to
meet again in august and
invites the p ublic to g et
informed and participate.
“whatever we’ve been
doing (previously) has resulted
in the fragmentation of our city
and the isolation of various
parts of our city from the other,”
Pastor Draughon reminds those
in attendance and hopes st.
P eter s bu rg w ill u nite an d
“spread the word.”

plans to unite adult mentors and
role models with middle and
high school aged youth.
the ministry will also
provide assistance to area
families in parenting, budgeting,
and emotional support. Pastor
sipe believes it is time for
members of the community to
step up to the plate and help
shape the impressionable youth
of st. Petersburg.
“we’ve got a problem in
this city with kids that don’t
have responsible adults that are
guiding and helping to shape
them,” sipe said.
each committee will meet
at least once a month to discuss
their progress and to share a
meal and fellowship. Pastor
Bill sanders believes this is
essential in building cross

are the “two key and most
important activities that we will
do.”
Pastor Jim sipe was also in
attendance and discussed the
“Community Gardening action
Plan.” the ministry team will
work to establish pride in
certain neighborhoods, by
bringing people together to
learn how to successfully plant,
weed, and water their garden
plots.
“i en v is ion ad u lts an d
children working alongside
each other fellowshipping while
they’re tending their garden,”
Pastor sipe said.
the next two action plans
on the agenda are the “youth
Mentoring” and the “familial
relations action” plans. the
youth mentoring ministry team
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“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.
James E. Flynn Jr.

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Please submit questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly

raTe
reDUCTIon
speCIal!

First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________
Phone No:____________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

New Subscription _______

Get cash for your injury claim.

Comments: __________________________________________________________

We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

Date: _____________

(or) Renewal ______

Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____

Make Checks Payable to: the weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: the weekly Challenger office,
2500 M.l. King Jr. st. south, st. Petersburg, fl 33705
email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • fax (727) 823-2568
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COMMUNITY NEWS
100th

continued from front page
her youngest boy married, “then
she eloped to Tampa,” family
members remembered with
fondness.
The evening continued with
more funny stories showcasing
Jones’ sense of humor, and the
family believes it is this laid back
way of looking at life that has
added to her longevity.
“In our family we didn’t have
a lot of money, but we had a lot of
love and a lot of food,” Miles
joked. “So every day of the week
my grandmother would serve the
same thing. Fish on Fridays,

mashed potatoes on Monday, and
on Thursday she would serve lima
beans.”
Through all the laughter, there
was a serious message that all
friends and family members
present wanted to express to
Argie.
“One thing she always set
upon my mind was that you
worked to get what you need,”
grandson Ricky said. “You don’t
steal from nobody, you don’t take
anything from anybody, and you
give adults respect.” A lesson he
continues to practice today.
City Councilman Wengay
Newton made an appearance at
the birthday bash and Jones was

honored with a letter from Mayor
Bill Foster. She also received a
special letter from President
Barack Obama, complete with the
White House seal.
Argie Jones has touched
many lives in her 100 years.
When she enters a room people
still take notice. She teaches others
kindness, honestly, and respect by
not only talking the talk, but by
walking the walk.
Jones’ goodness shines
through in everything she does
and in the very words she speaks,
“God is good. I love people. I love
all you all.”
Happy 100th Ms. Argie
Jones!

Argie surrounded by her grandchildren.

Great-grandchildren gathered around Argie.
Great-great-grandchildren with Argie.

Wengay Newton serenaded Argie.

Pastor Robert Smith

Blast From The Past
Do you recognize anyone from this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

16 53 20
CA$H 3

397
100
482

DOG DAYS
P LEA S E S U P P O RT O U R A DV E RT I S E R S!
T E LL T H E M YO U SAW T H E I R A D I N
T H E W E E K LY C H A LLE N G E R!

4-2 6-1
7-3 1-7
8-4 3-5

NEW DJ LINE-UP

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian
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ENTERTAINMENT
Sherman Hemsley Dies
By JAKE COyLE And JUAn
CARLOS LLORCA
ASSOCiAtEd PRESS
EL PASO, texas (AP) —
George Jefferson was a bigot. A
loudmouth. Rude. Obsessed with
money. Arrogant. And yet he was
one of the most enjoyable,
beloved characters in television
history.
Much of that credit belongs
to Sherman Hemsley, the gifted
character actor who gave life to
the blustering black Harlem businessman on “the Jeffersons,” one
of tV’s longest running and most
successful sitcoms - particularly
noteworthy with its mostly black
cast.
the
Philadelphia-born
Hemsley, who police said late
tuesday died at his home in El
Paso, texas, at age 74, first played
George Jefferson on the CBS
show “All in the Family” before
he was spun off onto “the
Jeffersons.” the sitcom ran for 11
seasons from 1975 to 1985.
With the gospel-style theme
song of “Movin’ On Up,” the hit
show depicted the wealthy former
neighbors of Archie and Edith
Bunker in Queens as they made
their way on new york’s Upper
East Side. Hemsley and the
Jeffersons (isabel Sanford played
his wife) often dealt with contemporary issues of racism, but more
frequently reveled in the sitcom
archetype of a short-tempered,
opinionated patriarch trying,
often unsuccessfully, to control
his family.
Hemsley’s feisty, diminutive
father with an exaggerated strut
was a kind of black corollary to
Archie Bunker - a stubborn, highstrung man who had a deep
dislike for whites (his favorite
word for them was honkies). yet
unlike the blue-collar Bunker,
played by Carroll O’Connor, he
was a successful businessman
whose was as rich as he was crass.
His wife, Weezie, was often his
foil - yet provided plenty of
zingers as well.
despite the character’s many
faults - money-driven, prejudiced,
temperamental, a boor - Hemsley
managed to make the character
endearing, part of the reason it
stayed on the air for so long.
Much like O’Connor’s portrayal
of Archie Bunker, deep down,
Hemsley’s Jefferson loved his
family, his friends (even the ones
he relentlessly teased) and had a
good heart. His performance was
Emmy and Golden Globe
nominated.
“He was a love of a guy” and
“immensely talented,” norman
Lear, producer of “the
Jeffersons” and “All in the
Family,” said after learning of his
death. El Paso police said the
actor was found dead at a home
where neighbors said he’d lived
for years, and that no foul play is
suspected.
“When the Jeffersons moved
in next door to the Bunkers, i
wanted to deliver the George
Jefferson who could stand up to
Archie Bunker,” Lear recalled
tuesday. “it took some weeks
before i remembered having seen
Sherman
in
`Purlie’ on
Broadway.”
Hemsley read for the part and
“the minute he opened his mouth
he was George Jefferson,” Lear
said. Hemsley was smaller than
O’Connor’s Archie but “he was
every bit as strong as Archie,”
Lear said.
Sherman
Alexander
Hemsley, though, was far less
feisty. the son of a printing pressworking father and a factoryworking mother, Hemsley served
in the Air Force and worked for

Sherman Hemsley

eight years as a clerk for the
Postal Service.
Having studied acting as an
adolescent at the Philadelphia
Academy of dramatic Arts, he
began acting in new york
workshops
and
theater
companies, including the negro
Ensemble Company. For years,
he kept his job at the post office
while acting at night, before transitioning to acting full-time.
He made his Broadway debut
in 1970’s “Purlie,” a musical
adaptation of Ossie davis’ Jim
Crow-era
play
“Purlie
Victorious.” (Hemsley would
later star in a 1981 made-for-tV
version of “Purlie,” as well.) it
was while touring the show that
Hemsley was approached by
Lear about playing a character on
the sitcom that would become
“All in the Family.”

the show, said she and Hemsley
had planned to tour in the musical
“Ain’t Misbehavin’”. She said
they had discussed it recently and
that he seemed in good health and
in good spirits.
“it’s a sad, sad, sad day,” she
said from her home in Beverly
Hills, Calif.
She recalled when the two of
them were on a Manhattan
sidewalk during the era of “the
Jeffersons,” and passers-by went
wild.
“He got mauled and
mugged,” she laughed. “He said,
`What’s all the screaming about?’
He was so popular and he didn’t
even know it.”
She described him as “a very
private person unlike George
Jefferson. But he was very kind
and very sweet, and generous to a
fault.”

Hemsley, left, appeared as George Jefferson
on the hit sitcom “The Jeffersons.”

Hemsley joined the show in
1973, immediately catapulting
himself from an obscure theater
actor to a hit character on the
enormously popular show. two
years later, “the Jeffersons” was
spun off. Among the numerous
“All in the Family” spin-offs
(“Maude,” “Archie Bunker’s
Place, “704 Hauser”), “the
Jeffersons” ran the longest.
the character, the owner of a
chain of dry-cleaning stores, was
devised, Hemsley said, as
“pompous and feisty.”
“All of it was really hard ...
because - rude, i don’t like to be
that way,” Hemsley said in a 2003
interview for the Archive of
American television. “But it was
the character, i had to do it. i had
to be true to the character. if i was
to pull back something, then it
just wouldn’t work.”
And he brought some of his
hometown with him. “that dance
i do (as George Jefferson), it’s the
Philly Slop,” he told the
Philadelphia daily news in 1996.
After “the Jeffersons” was
abruptly cancelled, Hemsley
starred in the sitcom “Amen” as a
fiery Philadelphia church deacon,
Ernest Frye. the show latest five
years, running 1986 to 1991.
Jackee Harry, a longtime
friend who made appearances on

Hemsley frequently turned
up as a guest on sitcoms like
“Family
Matters,”
`’the
Hughleys” and even, in a voice
role, “Family Guy.” He twice
reprised
George
Jefferson,
appearing as his famous character
on “the Fresh Prince of Bel-Air”
and, in 2011, on “House of
Payne.”
Hemsley, whose films
include 1979’s “Love at First
Bite,”
1987’s
“Stewardess
School” and 1987’s “Ghost
Fever,” released an album, “Ain’t
that a Kick in the Head,” in 1989.
in an interview with the
Gloucester County times in
2011, Hemsley said his show
business career actually began in
childhood.
“Making people laugh was
automatic,” he said. “i was in a
play in elementary school and had
to jump up and run away. i was
nervous and tripped and fell down
and everyone laughed. their
laughter made me relax, so i
pretended it was part of the
show.”
“i always told my mother i
wanted a job where i could have a
lot of fun and have a lot of time
off,” Hemsley added. “She asked
me where i was going to find that,
and i said, `i don’t know, but it’s
out there.’”

HIV/AIDS Addressed In
Upcoming Play
St. PEtERSBURG – Local
playwright, producer, and director
Lucinda Askew is bringing her
talents to the Palladium Sunday,
July 29. Her latest play “Are you
talking to Me?” deals with the
controversial subject of HiV/AidS.
With the subject of HiV/AidS
being such a contentious topic in
the black community, Askew’s
groundbreaking play attempts to
erase the stigma of the disease.
The Weekly Challenger had a
chance to sit down with Askew and
ask her some questions about her
upcoming play.
WC: Tell me about the play
without giving too much of it away.
Askew: this play takes place
in a HiV/AidS testing clinic that is
centered inside of a mall. trying to
get more people to get tested, the
clinic was put in a more relaxed
setting thinking that people would
be more open to getting tested.
Because the world is not accepting
of this, the clinic had to move to a
church.
So it deals with a lot of church
members down there, it deals with a
married couple, promiscuous teens
and two single women. So it deals
with different scenarios of how
HiV can affect a family; a loved
one, a cousin, a sister, a wife, a
husband.
WC: What was the inspiration
for your play?
Askew: My brother died from
AidS, and i said that his death will
not be in vain. Being a playwright,
this is how i chose to honor him.
WC: When the play is over and
the crowd is walking out of the
doors, what point do you want them
to leave with?
Askew: if i haven’t been
tested, i need to go and get tested.
WC: Why do you think people
are afraid of being tested?
Askew: We still aren’t knowledgeable about how to prevent
getting it. i think that once we
become knowledgeable about that,
people can receive it more with a
willing spirit and a willing heart.
WC: What would you like to
see come of this play?
Askew: i’m hoping that it will
be a mainstream play. Hopefully to
new york, California, Atlanta; i
don’t want to stop it. i want it to go
as far as it can go. this needs to be
told as far as it can be told, and for
as long as it can be told. Until we
really understand everything about
HiV.
WC: What steps have you
taken to make it a national play?
Askew: We are sending out
letters to sponsors, and we’re
sending out clips of the play to
producer and directors.
WC: Have you had a
response?
Askew: yes i have. there will
be people in the audience this
Sunday from other cities checking
it out.
WC: What’s your next play date?
Askew: We don’t have a play
date yet; we just know we are
heading to Orlando. People from
there will be in the audience on
Sunday.
WC: What would you say to
someone who is on the fence about
coming Sunday?
Askew: it will be something
that you’ll never forget. it will be an
excitement; there will be tears and
laughter. HiV is not just about being
sad. you can find joy in anything if
you put God in it. it’s not a bad
thing; no, it’s not a good thing, but
it’s not a bad thing either. We need to
accept it with a willing heart, and
that’s what you’ll see at the play.
For more information on “Are
You Talking To Me?,” please refer
to the advertisement on page 14.

Director Lucinda Askew

Craig Bythewood
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Natasha William
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers: Greg
Schiano
Previous Job: Head Coach,
Rutgers
Upside: Schiano turned the downtrodden program at Rutgers around
and transformed them into a
respectable college team. He has been
great at developing quality NFL talent
such as Ray Rice, Anthony Davis and
Kenny Britt. He has the enthusiasm
and energy to turn the Bucs around.
Downside: He has limited NFL
experience, which is only three years
as a defensive assistant under Dave
Wannstedt with the Chicago Bears.
the last college coach that was fished
out was John McKay who finished 014 during the Bucs inaugural season.
Final Assessment: the learning
curve may be a little steep for Schiano,
but he will bring discipline and
stability back to the young Bucs. In
retrospect, the Bucs lost their final 10
games and posted the worst point differential (-207) in franchise history.
Indianapolis Colts: Chuck
Pagone
P r ev io us J ob: D ef en s ive
Coordinator, Baltimore Ravens
Upside: Pagano is very defensiveminded; he also was one of the coveted
coaches on the market during the
offseason. Last year the Ravens

ranked No. 2 against the run, No. 4
against the pass and No. 3 overall.
Pagano has worked under a plethora of
coaches such as Butch Davis, Jim
Harbaugh, and Rex Ryan. He should
bring some much needed energy back
to the sideline from the detached Jim
Caldwell and the stoic tony Dungy.
Downside: this is Pagano’s first
head-coaching position on any level.
Another point, he inherited a 2-14
team from 2011. He prefers to run a 34 base defense but lacks the personnel
to run that type of defense. Dungy and
Caldwell basically ran the “tampa 2”
defense strategy since 2002, with its
wide 9 speed rush defensive ends.
Final Assessment: Pagone has a
little luck on his side. this happens to
be oliver Luck, the No. 1 player taken
in the draft. Luck is a can’t-miss quarterback. If Luck is anything like
Peyton Manning, he will have a long
tenure in Indy.
Jacksonville Jaguars: Mike
Mularkey
P r ev io u s J o b: o ff en s ive
Coordinator, Atlanta Falcons
Upside: Mularkey has an impressive resume. He has served as an
offensive coordinator under Bill
Cowher (Steelers), Nick Saban
(Dolphins) and Mike Smith (Falcons).
He was also coach to the Buffalo Bills
for two seasons, with a record of 14-18
before he stepped down.
Downside: the fan base seems
weak because Ever Bank field has
faced difficulty selling out games,
unable to avoid television black-outs.
they’ve even gone as far to cover
nearly 10,000 seats with tarps to
decrease seating capacity. there has
been continuous talk of being
relocated. the Jaguars seem
committed to quarterback Blaine
Gabbert, who looked lost last season.
Final Assessment: the new owner
Shad Khan is putting money into the
team by trying to bring in high-end
talent and upgrading the facilities. the
problem is attendance. the quarterback is not great, with the exception of
Maurice Jones-Drew. this will be a
challenge for Mularkey.
Miami Dolphins: Joe Philbin
P r ev iou s J o b: o ff ens iv e
Coordinator, Green Bay Packers

Upside: Philbin may not have the
shimmer that some other coaches
have, but he is well-respected in the
He has Mike
coaching circle.
Sherman on his coaching staff, whom
he worked with while Sherman was
the head coach for the Packers. Philbin
was responsible for the high-octane
offense which was led by Aaron
Rodgers.
Downside: Dolphins General
Manager, Jeff Ireland, who hired
Philbin, who has managed over three
straight losing seasons, caused fans to
call for the firing of Ireland—
“Fireland” in South Florida. Philbin
has a rookie quarterback hooked on to
his wagon, Ryan tanneyhill, who
played so well at texas A&M that
then-coach Mike Sherman, Philbin’s
old boss, was fired due to a late season
collapse by the Aggies in 2011.
Final Assessment: Jeff Ireland is
on the hot seat; he has hired a new
coach and drafted a new quarterback
who has been billed as the next Dan
Marino.
New Orleans Saints: Joe Vitt
Previous Job: Assistant Head
Coach, Linebacker Coach, New
orleans Saints
Upside: Does anyone like the
present coaching situation with the
Saints? Basically Vitt refers to himself
as the “substitute teacher” for the
suspended Sean Payton. Vitt is
familiar with the situation in New
orleans because he has been there
since 2006. Basically it’s the same
staff without Payton.
Downside: Payton is down for the
entire 2012 season and Vitt will be
suspended for the first six games for
his participation in the bounty scandal.
Final Assessment: It appears that
the Saints will be coached by
committee which doesn’t usually panout. But, there’s always Drew Brees
who will act as player-coach in the
Big Easy this season.
Oakland Raiders: Dennis Allen
P r ev io us J o b: D ef en s iv e
Coordinator, Denver Broncos
Upside: Allen is only 39 years old,
and is the latest of the young hotshots
to be given their first head coaching
stint by the Raiders. Allen joins the
likes of John Madden, Mike

Shanahan, Jon Gruden and Lane
Kiffin. the Broncos defense held their
opponent to under 17 points in seven
games. tebow was given much of the
credit in Denver, but it would have
been impossible without Allen’s
staunch defensive unit.
Downside: this will be Allen’s
first head-coaching job on any level.
He is walking into a situation where
the franchise will make abrupt changes
at the drop of a hat. the bottom line in
oakland is true to former owner Al
Davis: “Just win, baby.”
Final Assessment: Is Allen
keeping the seat hot for someone else?
He is the seventh head coach since
2002. oakland has been a revolving
door; let’s play the wait-and-see game.

Jeff Fisher

St. Louis Rams: Jeff Fisher
Previous Job: Head Coach,
tennessee titans (2010)
Upside: Fisher has proved that he
can be a valuable commodity in the
NFL. He led the Houston oilers on a
nomadic journey to become the titans
in tennessee. Fisher is well respected
by his peers around the league. He
also co-chaired the NFL Competition
Committee from 2001 to 2010.
Downside: If you think that the
“Greatest Show on turf” is back then
you are going to be sadly mistaken.
He is very stubborn in his conservative ways. He has been to the playoffs,
where he posted a record of 5-6.
three of those wins came during their
run to the Super Bowl in 1999. Fisher
has posted six winning seasons.
Final Assessment: Fisher was
clearly one of the hottest free agent
coaches on the market. Can Fisher
transform the Rams and bring them
back to prominence? He will
probably do well in St. Louis,
given the fact that he did well in
Nashville.
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Paterno’s Name Keeps Getting Erased
By RICK FREEMAN
AP SPoRtS WRItER
Ever since it became public
knowledge in November that Joe
Paterno didn’t do much to stop
former assistant Jerry Sandusky
from sexually abusing boys at
Penn State football facilities,
organizations have been rethinking
the honors given the longtime
Nittany Lions coach.
this is a look at institutions
that removed Paterno’s name or
imagery after Sandusky’s arrest.
Big Ten
A year before the conference
got its 12th team (Penn State was
No. 11), the league came out with a
raft of trophies that appeared to be
named by committee. For the
upcoming championship game, the
prize was to be the Stagg-Paterno
tr op hy, named f or f or mer
University of Chicago coach Amos
Alonso Stagg and Penn State’s
legend. Less than a week after
Paterno was fired by the university,
the Big ten announced that it was
taking Paterno’s name off the
trophy, which had yet to be
awarded. Wisconsin beat Michigan
State to become the first team to
win the Stagg Championship
trophy.
Nike
At Paterno’s memorial service
in January, Nike founder and CEo
Phil Knight won a thunderous

standing ovation when he said: “If
there is a villain in this tragedy, it
lies in that investigation and not in
Joe Paterno’s response.” then the
Freeh Report found that Paterno
helped hush up allegations of child
sex abuse against Sandusky for
more than a decade. that same day,
Knight said he had been wrong,
and Nike’s president took the name
off the Joe Paterno Child
Development Center at Nike headquarters in oregon.
Nittanyville (Formerly
Paternoville)
For years, the area of tents
where Penn State students camped
outside Beaver Stadium for prime
seats was called Paternoville, in a
nod to a similar phenomenon at
Duke named Krzyzewskiville for
the Blue Devils’ basketball coach.
the student group that manages
the Penn State area changed the
name to Nittanyville last week.
The Statue
As soon as Sandusky was
charged and it was known that
Paterno had failed to do anything
more than report an incident to his
superiors, questions about the fate
of the statue of Paterno outside
Beaver Stadium began. By the
time the Freeh Report came out, it
already seemed as if the statue with
the words “Educator, Coach,
Humanitarian” might not stay in
place. Sure enough, early Sunday
morning, crews erected a screen

Jerry Sandusky, left, with Joe Paterno

and took the statue down behind it.
on tuesday, the wall behind the
statue came down, too.
State College Mural (halo
only)
A mural titled “Inspiration”
including Paterno and Sandusky
and other members of the State
College community was painted
near campus 12 years ago. After
S a n d u s k y w a s c h a rg e d , h i s
likeness was painted over. After
Paterno died, artist Michael Pilato
added a halo, to signify his death,
not his holiness. After the release
of the Freeh Report, he painted
over the halo. He added a large
blue ribbon, instead, on Paterno’s
lapel symbolizing support for
child abuse victims. Sandusky has
been convicted and is awaiting
sentencing.

NCAA
A s p ar t of the N CA A’s
s an ctio ns h an d ed d o w n on
Monday, 112 Penn State wins were
vacated. Paterno was credited with
111 of those, and reached the
Division I record of 409 last oct.
29 with a win over Illinois. Late
the following week, Sandusky was
charged, and Paterno was fired in
the aftermath.
on Monday, all those wins
were erased, along with Paterno’s
name atop the record books.
officially, he now has 298
victories and former Florida State
coach Bobby Bowden holds the
top spot in the NCAA record book
with 377 major-college wins.
Ed die Ro b in s o n , w h o led
G r amb lin g to 4 0 8 v icto r ies ,
regained the Division I mark.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

by The Word of Faith church Inc.

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules

EvEry TuEsday-Thursday FrOM 10 aM - 2 PM
cOME and gET a bag OF FOOd OncE a MOnTh

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

(727) 898-9407
sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

sERvICEs
sunday

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

10th street Church Of God

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

20th Street
Church Of Christ
825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.
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CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/ Children rising
are held on Wednesday evening,
at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Ch r is t- cen ter ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Our Back to School annual
concert is scheduled for Sunday,
Aug. 12, at 4 p.m. youth Choirs,

Creative Expression Groups,
Drill Teams and Mimes of the
bay area will perform. This
annual event is held to help the
children in the community with
their school supplies. Supplies
are donated by our congregation
and community businesses and
will be given out following the
concert.
“Deeper Into God’s Word We
II
Shall Delve In 2012”
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240. Email:
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to join
us not only in Sunday worship,
but also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Join us each Sunday in the
month of July for our Summer
Series “Journey to Salvation,”
presented by the Associate
Pastors of Mt. Zion.
Aug. 1 – Join us for our
midday Bible Study at noon,
and our evening Bible Study at
7 pm. Both classes are held in
the main sanctuary.
Aug. 21 – Save-the-Date.
True Couponing Seminar a
Faith-Based Ministry teaching
others how to save money
through the use of coupons!
For more information visit
www.truecouponing.com.
HELP WANTED – Are
you a licensed and insured
Painter? We are now

accepting bids for interior
painting.
If
interested,
please contact the business
office at 727-894-4311.
young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college
student home for the summer?
Then come join the young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7–8 p.m. in the youth
Education Bldg.
VOTErS
rEGISTrATION SIGN-UP EVEry 1st
and 3rd SUNDAy. Don’t be
surprised on Election Day! If
you have moved, had a name
change, turn 18 by November
6, or want to change party
affiliation. Please register!
C.A.r.E Ministry Needs
you! Please donate gently
used children’s clothing, toys,
and baby furniture. Drop-off
location is 1906 9th Ave. S.,
every Tuesday from 1–5 p.m.
We also need Barbers and
Beauticians who are willing to
donate haircuts for kids to
prepare them for school.
Please call 727-289-6957.

NOW – Aug. 16 – FrEE
Summer
Voluntary
Pre-k
Program. Is your child going to
be 4 years old before September
1st? They may be eligible. For
more information, contact Mt.
Zion Children’s Center at 727894-1612. Space is limited.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed
your
Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by
following
us
on
FACEBOOk, TWITTEr and
yOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Promote Your ChurCh! Call 727-896-2922

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
reverend Brian k. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons
and Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for July & Aug.
July 25-28 - Congress No.
2 held at St. Mark with nightly
sessions beginning at 7:00
p.m. Saturday sessions for
Children and youth.

July 29 - Mission Emphasis
during 10:45 am worship service
will focus on supporting the Back
to School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community.
July 30 - Aug. 3 - Vacation
Bible School: “Fishin’ on a
Mission with Jesus” Nightly 6 8:15 p.m. youth Classes for ages
4-18, Men’s Classes Starting at
age 18 and Adult Classes.
Aug. 10 - Monthly Church
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Aug. 13 - Back to School
Bash: St. Mark Outreach for the
Childs Park Community will be
held in Child’s Park. Will
provide back to school assistance for the children in our
larger church community.
Aug. 19 - All Choirs
Anniversary/Family and Friends
Day: “Coming Together to Fortify
Our Faith” at St. Mark M. B. C.
during the 10:45 a.m. Service.
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday

morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with
us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at
6 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
N I. k. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30 - 6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays and Thursdays (During
the School year).
young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”
F r ien ds h ip M is s io nar y
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating
the Love of Christ.
Mark your calendar for the
following dates:
Wednesday, Aug. 8 - 7 p.m. If
you are unable to attend church
on Sunday, August 5, 2012,
Friendship cordially invites you
to our Wednesday Night LIVE
Service. Please join us and bring
your family and friends.
Monday-Friday, Aug. 6-10
- The Florida General Baptist
State Congress of Christian
Education will be at the Buena
Vis ta P alace in O r land o ,
Florida. Please contact Sister
Sharon Wilson, FMBC
Christian Education Director
for further information: 727-

906-8300.
WEEk OF PrAyEr
Monday-Wednesday, Aug.
1 3 - 1 5, S un d ay, A u g . 1 9 Family and Friends
Celebration. Friendship will be
rejoicing our Annual Family
and Friends Celebration at 7:45
a.m. with guest Pastor Corey J.
Hodges, New Pilgrim Baptist
Church, Salt Lake City, Utah.
We will continue our Family
and F r ien d s celeb r atio n at
10:45 a.m. with guest Bishop
Zema Florence, Holy Temple
Cathedral Pentecostal Church,
St. Petersburg, FL.
Please plan to invite and bring
all your family and friends to share
in such grand occasion. Dinner
will be served after the midmorning worship.
rEVIVAL ~ rEVIVAL ~
rEVIVAL
Monday-Wednesday, Aug. 2022, 7 p.m. Come join us for our
Annual revival nightly. Our guest

preacher during The Ship’s
revival, Pastor Corey J. Hodges,
New Pilgrim Baptist Church, Salt
Lake City, Utah.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcome you to open our doors.
Friendships’ Morning Services
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the glory
of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night at
7 p.m. as we study in the Book of
MArk, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless you – The Ship!
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