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the Texas Caver

On Tuesday, the entire day for this writer was consumed at
the National Cave Rescue Commission meetings, which
began in the morning and lasted until later in the afternoon.
At issue were proposed instructor certification standards
and levels of training. By coincidence, there had been two
cave rescues, the first involving a conventioneer.

A caver fell in a Franklin County cave at about 1 p.m.
Sunday. He broke his arm and wrist in three places. Being
medically trained, he started his own care and sent for help.
The Franklin County Emergency Medical Service and the
county sheriff's office notified the Chattanooga Hamilton
County Rescue Service and Walker County, Georgia, Cave
Rescue Squad who responded at about 3 p.m. from the
convention campground.

The first Bash team found the injured caver about one mile
back in the cave. Aside from his injuries, the caver was in
very good spirits and became a very cooperative patient.
Following assessment, splinting and stabilization of the
caver’s arm by the initial response team, he walked out
under his own power. The caver exited the cave at 6 p.m.
He was treated and released from Winchester Methodist
Hospital and was back at convention by 10 p.m.

Several other cavers responded to the scene to stand by if
necessary. The report said the entire operation went
smoothly. But Dave Garcia sustained a badly broken left
arm. The caver from Ithaca, N.Y., at last report, was looking
for a way to drive his vehicle home.

In another successful rescue, “Lightning” and “Queenie,”
two coon dogs, were found alive after 11 days underground.
“Lightning” was in good condition, but “Queenie” was very
weak after exiting from Skinner Cave in Williamson Co.,
Tenn. At last report, there was no word on the raccoons the
dogs were chasing when they went into the cave and were
trapped by rising water.

Also Tuesday were meetings of the History Section, Biology
Section, Video Section and Congress of Grottos; a dye tracing
workshop; beginning cartography, spa association meeting
and SMAPS users group. A basic cave surveying workshop
was held.

That evening, Sheila and I went to Cumberland Caverns, a
large commercial cave that is on the Top Ten longest list in
the country, with about 30 miles of passage. Only a small
percentage of the cave is open on the commercial tour, but
the showmanship of its owner, Roy Davis, and his
underground banquet hall, complete with musical organ,
chandelier and sound stage, made it worthwhile. We dined
on fried chicken and heard some excellent local bluegrass
music from two bands, plus Roy’s keyboard mastery. A
regional group of cloggers got on stage to demonstrate some
fancy footwork, then pulled some cavers up there with them.

After the dinner and dancing, we went on the commercial
tour, which featured some of Roy’s underground lighting
techniques. He majored in drama in college and it was
evident by the show inside the cave, complete with an
ll-minute religious presentation midway through the
passages.

But the show didn’t end there. Afterward, we were invited
to Roy’s palatial estate to see his expensive toys, including
a full-scale theatre pipe organ, player grand piano, print
shop and darkroom.
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His hobby of restoring organs has grown into a business, and
he plans to install a massive pipe organ in the cave. As he
told an approving crowd, what better way to protect and
conserve a cave than to commercialize the first tiny fraction
of it and close the remainder?

Arriving back at campground after midnight, we mingled
with the Groad Hollow crowd at the Texans camping area.
Other Texans at convention included Joe Ivy and Linda
Palit, George Veni, Andy Grubbs, Peter Strickland and Jocie
Hooper, Dale Pate and Erika Heinen, Terry Raines, Doug
Allen and others.

Wednesday was a heavy meeting day, with talks in the
Conservation and Management Section scheduled all
morning, a luncheon and business meeting, along with a
50th Anniversary Committee meeting running concurrently.
Later in the afternoon was a grotto round-table and Public
Relations Committee workshop.

At the vertical contests, Berta Kirchman set a new world
record for the womens’ (20-29) 120 m and 30 m climbs. The
120 m now stands at 4:16:03, with the 30 m at 34:03. Also,
Avis Van Swearingen set a new womens’ (60-69) 30 m
record with a time of 1:36:03. Also, Jim Charlton set a new
mens’ (20-29) 30 m record with a time of 34:03.

Also Wednesday, Dr. William Halliday showed slides of
Southeast Asia caves and karst, with visiting Professor
Yuan of Gulin, China narrating his China slides. Other
workshops covered Canvas Grip, saltpeter production,
photography and cave registers. Bruce Zerr gave an
awesome presentation on cave meteorology and the amount
of cave passage calculated by volumetric studies in
Lechuguilla Cave at the U.S. exploration session. It's an
estimated 847 miles, he says!

That evening, the Terminal Syphons -- veteran rockers from
the caving world, including lead vocalist Al Ogden, formerly
of San Marcos -- blasted everyone's ears out at the
campground with many renditions of “Gloria” and some
vintage Rolling Stones. New this year was a lead guitarist
who could play licks with the best of ZZ Top and the band
rotated drummers and bass players through all night, with
some new tunes as well.

On Thursday, some of the outer reaches of Hurricane
Chantal began reaching the convention area, with a little
light rain, but no major weather. Sheila and I took this
opportunity to go caving (please see TAG Caving article in
this issue)

Also at convention that day were meetings of the electronics
section, geology and geography sessions, cave surveying
workshop, along with luncheons of the Women’s Section,
Geology and Geography and Rescue Section. The afternoon
brought meetings of the National Speleological Foundation,
archeology and anthropology, vertical techniques workshop,
geography and- geology sessions and a carillon concert.

Thursday evening was the long-awaited Photo Salon, which
has grown to a three-hour-long production or more. With
more than 500 entries, including videos and multimedia
presentations, cavers took a long intermission while
innumerable slide carousels were changed. This year, along
with some beautiful Lechuguilla shots, were TAG caving
and Costa Rican expeditions. John Van Swearingen had
some fabulous multiflash shots wup pits in the
Tennessee-Alabama-Georgia region.



