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work. The cave was entirely forgettable by most standards 
except for the fact it was used by the locals for sacrificial 
offerings. Outside was a bag of decapitated chickens which 
could only stimulate the imagination. Inside was the 
unexpected. Candles were everywhere, some still burning, 
a pool_ of blood, figures drawn with white powder, money, 
chicken bones, and open tin cans covered the floor; well you 
get the picture. Our group of 11 consisted of one experienced 
surveyor and 10 novices which accounts for the less than 80 
meters surveyed in 4 hours. 

If you're driving, forget unleaded gas, it 's available only on 
alternate Tuesdays. I traded 5 gallons of Chevron Supreme 
to an unlucky soul with California plates for a ride to the 
Tampico airport. Forget safe driving habits, you are sharing 
the road with pigs, chickens, cows, horses of questionable 
�b�a�c�~�g�r�o�u�n�d�,� half the .populace of each, village, and trucks 
with no lights. For that extra challenge you can follow our 
example and bypass the border checkpoints, skip the 
paperwork, and keep a close watch in the rear-view mirror 
for the Federales. Not recommended for those with weak 
hearts. 

The real stuff. There was plenty for the serious caver: 
multi-day trips, the big drops, world-class slide shows, 
vertical contests, etc. · . However, I'll �l�e�~�v�~� these topics to 
others with a different perspective. · 

NSS Convention 1989 
by Jay Jorden 

Deep in the heart of Dixie, more than 1,300 caves from the 
United States, Mexico, Europe, and China gathered at the 
stately University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee for 
the annual NSS Convention. One year after the Society's 
most successful convention ever at Hot Springs, S.D., many 
observers wondered whether the record could be surpassed. 

The stalwarts were not disappointed. Sewanee became thel 
largest NSS Convention in history and its organizers puton 
a great show. 

It all started for the Texans when they began slowly 
assembling caravans from the Lone Star State. Mike Walsh 
and son Jeff drove up from New Braunfels Friday night and 
picked me up in Dallas. We left at about 2 a.m. Saturday for 
Mississippi. 

Meanwhile, my wife left Vi rginia with Evelyn Bradshaw, 
NSS Internal Organizations chairwoman, on Saturda1 
morning. Sheila had been visiting her mother and relative; 
in northern Virginia and we planned to rendezvous at the 
convention. 

After a Saturday morning stop at Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
and the National Cemetery there and a drive through 
Huntsville, Alabama, where we made a pilgrimage to the 
NSS Headquarters on Cave Avenue, we arrived in Sewanee 
on Sunday afternoon. Sheila and Evelyn had already 
pitched camp and were visiting friends and getting involved 
with convention activities. 

The weather outlook was for scattered evening 
thundershowers and highs in the upper 80s and lower 90s 
with high humidity through convention week. We were not 
disappointed on that score, since it had already rained by 
the time we got to the campground. The old adage that NSS 
conventions seem to brew rainstorms continued to be true. I 
busied myself with signing up for a couple of trips to the 
upper passage series in Fern Cave. The Huntsville Grotto 
was conducting guided trips to the Alabama cave. 

On Monday morning, the convention formally got under way 
with the tradi t ional welcome, where a university offic ial said 
the caver crowd was the largest group to visit the campus 
since Union troops marched there in the mid-1800s. And, 
he quipped, "They weren't even invited like you were." 

Then, the NSS Board of Governors immediately began their 
meeting. Jim Goodbar of Carlsbad, N.M. had given me his 
proxy to sit in on the meeting, which quickly got ahead of 
schedule due to streamlining of the various reports that were 
due. · 

Because the meeting was moving so quickly, it was mored 
that an hour-long period where NSS members got the chance 
to address the board on topics of their own choice should be 
moved up. In that hour, a number of topics were addressed, 
including publicity on caves, with Donald G. Davis of 
Colorado voicing concern about the amount of news coverage 
on Lechuguilla. The discussion arose out of a report by 
William Mobley, chairman of the NSS 50th Anniversary Ad 
Hoc Committee, that a number of magazines had been 
contacted about the event. 

As it turned, out, those in attendance generally favored 
positive publicity about the NSS, but opposed reaching out 
to people who were not involved in caving to try to get their 
interest in the activity. And, as it happens, that's exactly 
what the current NSS public relations policy entails. 

Also Monday, conventioneers attended a Vertical Section 
luncheon and meeting, a vertical forum, presentations on 
underground lighting and cave interpretation, and a safety 
and techniques display on 30 years of cave rescue. Later in 
the afternoon, everyone adjourned to the campground for the 
traditional Howdy Party at 6 p.m. Beer was donated by 
Pigeon Mountain Industries. 
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On Tuesday, the entire day for this writer was consumed at 
the National Cave Rescue Commission meetings, which 
began in the morning and lasted until later in the afternoon. 
At issue were proposed instructor certification standards 
and levels of training. By coincidence, there had been two 
cave rescues, the first involving a conventioneer. 

A caver fell in a Franklin County cave at about 1 p.m . 
Sunday. He broke his arm and wrist in three places. Being 
medically trained, he started his own care and sent for help . 
The Franklin County Emergency Medical Service and the 
county sheriffs · office notified the Chattanooga Hamilton 
County Rescue Service and Walker County, Georgia, Cave 
Rescue Squad who responded at about 3 p .m. from the 
convention campground. 

The first Bash team found the injured caver about one mile 
back in the cave. Aside from his injuries, the caver was in 
very good spirits and became a very cooperative patient. 
Following assessment, splinting and stabilization of the 
caver's arm by the initial response team, he walked out 
under his own power. The caver exited the cave at 6 p.m. 
He was treated and released from Winchester Methodist 
Hospital and was back at conve-ntion by 10 p.m. 

Several other cavers responded to the scene to stand by if 
necessary. The report said the entire operation went 
smoothly. But Dave Garcia sustained a badly broken left 
arm. The caver from Ithaca, N.Y., at last report, was looking 
for a way to drive his vehicle home. 

In another successful rescue, "Lightning" and "Queenie ," 
two coon dogs, were found alive after 11 days underground. 
"Lightning" was in good condition, but "Queenie" was very 
weak after exiting from Skinner Cave in Williamson Co., 
Tenn. At last report, there was no word on the raccoons the 
dogs were chasing when they went into the cave and were 
trapped by rising water. 

Also Tuesday were meetings of the History Section, Biology 
Section, Video Section and Congress of Grottos; a dye tracing 
workshop; beginning cartography, spa association meeting 
and SMAPS users group. A basic cave surveying workshop 
was held. 

That evening, Sheila and I went to Cumberland Caverns, a 
large commercial cave that is on the Top Ten longest list in 
the country, with about 30 miles of passage. Only a small 
percentage of the cave is open on the commercial tour, but 
the showmanship of its owner, Roy Davis, and his 
underground banquet hall, complete with musical organ, 
chandelier and sound stage, made it worthwhile. We dined 
on fried chicken and heard some excellent local bluegrass 
music from two bands, plus Roy's keyboard mastery. A 
regional group of cloggers got on stage to demonstrate some 
fancy footwork, then pulled some cavers up there with them . 

After the dinner and dancing, we went on the commercial 
tour, which featured some of Roy's underground lighting 
techniques. He majored in drama in college and it was 
evident by the show inside the cave, complete with an 
11-minute religious presentation midway through the 
passages. 

But the show didn't end there. Afterward, we were invited 
to Roy's palatial estate to see his expensive toys, including 
a full-scale theatre pipe organ, player grand piano, print 
shop and darkroom. 

His hobby of restoring organs has grown into a business, and 
he plans to install a massive pipe organ in the cave . As he 
told an approving crowd, what better way to protect and 
conserve a cave than to commercialize the first tiny fraction 
of it and close the remainder? 

Arriving back at campground after midnight, we mingled 
with the Groad Hollow crowd at the Texans camping area. 
Other Texans at convention included Joe Ivy and Linda 
Palit, George Veni, Andy Grubbs, Peter Strickland and Jocie 
Hooper, Dale Pate and Erika Heinen, Terry Raines, Doug 
Allen and others. 

Wednesday was a heavy meeting day, with talks in the 
Conservation and Management Section scheduled all 
morning, a luncheon and business meeting, along with a 
50th Anniversary Committee meeting running concurrently. 
Later in the afternoon was a grotto round-table and Public 
Relations Committee workshop. 

At the vertical contests, Berta Kirchman set a new world 
record for the womens' (20-29) 120 m and 30 m climbs. The 
120 m now stands at 4:16:03, with the 30 m at 34:03. Also, 
Avis Van Swearingen set a new womens' (60-69) 30 m 
record with a time of 1:36:03. Also, Jim Charlton set a new 
mens' (20-29) 30 m record with a time of 34:03. 

Also Wednesday, Dr. William Halliday showed slides of 
Southeast Asia caves and karst, with visiting Professor 
Yuan of Gulin, China narrating his China slides. Other 
workshops covered Canvas Grip, saltpeter production, 
photography and cave registers. Bruce Zerr gave an 
awesome presentation on cave meteorology and the amount 
of cave passage calculated by volumetric studies in 
Lechuguilla Cave at the U.S. exploration session. It's an 
estimated 84 7 miles, he says! 

That evening, the Terminal Syphons - veteran rockers from 
the caving world, including lead vocalist Al Ogden, formerly 
of San Marcos - blasted everyone's ears out at the 
campground with many renditions of "Gloria" and some 
vintage Rolling Stones. New this year was a lead guitarist 
who could play licks with the best of ZZ Top and the band 
rotated drummers and bass players through all night, with 
some new tunes as well. 

On Thursday, some of the outer reaches of Hurricane 
Chantal began reaching the convention area , with a little 
light rain, but no major weather. Sheila and I took this 
opportunity to go caving (please see TAG Caving article in 
this issue) 

Also at convention that day were meetings of the electronics 
section, geology and geography sessions , cave sun.-eying 
workshop, along with luncheons of the Women 's Section , 
Geology and Geography" and Rescue Section. The afternoon 
brought meetings of the National Speleological Foundation , 
archeology and anthropology, vertical techniques workshop , 
ge9graphy and geology sessions and a carillon concert. 

Thursday evening was the long-awaited Photo Salon, which 
has grown to a three-hour-long production or more . \Vith 
more than 500 entries , including videos and multimedia 
presentations, cavers took a long intermission while 
innumerable slide carousels were changed. This year , along 
with some beautiful Lechuguilla shots, were TAG caving 
and Costa Rican expeditions. John Van Swearingen had 
some fabulous multiflash shots up pits tn the 
Tennessee-Alabama-Georgia region . 


