University of South Florida

DIGITAL COMMONS Digital Commons @ University of

@ UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA South Florida
The Texas Caver Newsletters and Periodicals
April 1989

The Texas Caver

Texas Speleological Association

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/texas_caver

Recommended Citation
Texas Speleological Association, "The Texas Caver" (1989). The Texas Caver . 134.
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/texas_caver/134

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Newsletters and Periodicals at Digital Commons @
University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Texas Caver by an authorized administrator of
Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@usf.edu.












30
10 A

~ 60
20

90

30 -

—120

40

LISO

50

551180
meters feet

SOTANO DE LEON

NUM. 2

BUSTAMANTE, NUEVO LEON
NOV. 16,1968

JERRY R.BROADUS
DON L. BROUSSARD
DAVID L.HONEA

the area, I had noticed a large sink in that location. We were able
to drive to the south end of the ridge before being stopped by a
locked gate, a common phenomenum in this area.

Leaving Frank with the truck, the three of us sct out on
foot for the remaining two kilometer walk. An old track took us
right to the sink area. First our attention was drawn to a sink just
west of the large one seen on the photos. It was developed in
gypsum, which was not surprising considering its location in the
flats, even though the geologic map showed no gypsum at that
site. A narrow bridge divided the sink in two, and the smaller sink
on the east side had a distinct drainage channel leading into a
narrow entrance. It wasdeveloped in clean, white gypsum. After
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a couple of short climbdowns it turned sharply right into a low,
narrow crawl where we could see for 10 meters or so. Moving on
to bigger things, we checked the main part of the sink and were
pleasantly surpriscd with a large walk-in entrance. On the lefl
were a number of petroglyphs of deer heads, with antler spreads
of 60-100 centimeters. We got out the mapping gear and surveyed
80 meters in Antler Cave, mostly walking passage, to a low
terminus. Although the cave was dry, we did collect a few
invertebrates, including a possibly troglobitic amblipygid.
Movingonto the big sink, we found that it too contained
a cave, which we named Cueva de La Ventana. The entrance
was on the south slope of the sink, and led down a talus slope into
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a sizable room. It was roughly circular, about 25 meters in
diameter and 10 meters tall. Drainage from the entrance followed
adry channel to disappear into boulders in the middle of the room.
Iclimbed down into the breakdown and found two ways on. One
led to a small void where someone had written something in
Spanish. The other way involved a few vertical squeezes down
toaterminal debris-filled funnel, a sort of natural coffee filter, We
mapped the entrance room and collected bugs, satisfied that we
had done a reasonable job of documenting this little karst area. It
Is possible that there may be more sinks out there, but the gypsum
. we were in seemed isolated.

MINAS VIEJAS

Friday evening was when we were to rendezvous witha
large contingent of San Antonio and Austin cavers at Minas
Viejas, east of Bustamante. Alan Montemayor had arranged
access with the landowner, and after some delay due to lack of a
key to one gate, we arrived at the old mining site late that night.
Saturday moming some of the cavers went back down to retrieve
two 4WD vehicles that had slid off the road in the rain the night
before. Alan had obtained a lead from the ranch foreman, so the
four of us set off to check that. We were taken up onto Mesa la
Gloria to a pit only one meter across. Climbing down into it
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