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BUSTAMANTE AREA CAVING 
by Peter Sprouse 

The area around the town of Bustamante, Nuevo Le6n, 
has been popular with Texas cavers for nearly 30 years. Yet the 
area is by no means "caved out", and by venturing into the 
ci1nyons and ridges it is not too hard to find new caves. On several 
trips over the past year my caving companions and I have mapped 
7 new caves in the general Bustamante area. Two of these were 
west of Bustamante canyon in an unusual gypsum karst, and one 
was in the canyon leading up to the Minas Viejas area. The 
remaining 4 were on the Mesa Ia Gloria just south of Minas 
Viejas, where the spectacular Pozo de Montemayor and Cueva 
de Cuchillo are located. I participated in a trip to these two fine 
caves in April1988 on a trip organized by Alan Montemayor of 
the Bexar Grotto, and was intrigued by the interesting karst on the 
nearly flat-topped anticlinal ridge. Surely there were more pits to 
be found here. According to William Russell, there is similar 
karst above Bustamante near Cabeza de Le6n. Several pits were 
explored therein the late '60's and early 70's, including 55-meter­
deep S6tano de Le6n Num. 2. I recently came across the map of 
this pit, which apparently has not been published before, so it is 
being included with this article. 

MAJOR WASHOUT 

Four of us headed down to join a trip to the Minas Viejas 
area on 7 October 1988, only a few weeks after the massive 
Hurricane Gilbert had inundated the area. Doug Allen, Susie 
Lasko, Mary Standifer and I drove all night and started up the road 
intoEl Trececanyon the next day. We weren'tfarinto it when we 
encountered Jim Feely coming back: the road was hopelessly 
washed out not far ahead. We drove on up to where the Bexar 
Grotto and friends were turning around. Recalling that there were 
some interesting leads in the lower canyon walls, I suggested that 
this would be the perfect time to check those out. So we parked 
the vehicles and gathered some gear. The first lead was a good­
looking hole in the cliff on the right side, across from where the 
road starts climbing up the old railroad grade. We climbed the 
talus slope leading up to the base of the cliff, getting thoroughly 
punctured by cactus in the process. It was then a sheer climb of 
about 20 meters up to the entrance, but despite our best efforts at 
free climbing, we failed to make it Allan Cobb did manage to 
climb a crack and gain a shelf above the cave entrance, but lacked 
good rigging and a long enough rope to make a rappel into the 
cave. 

Our next objective was a probable entrance back down 
the canyon on the opposite (north) side. Above the corral by the 
road we could see a lead on a shelf partway up the cliff that looked 
easier to get into. This time we had better luck, with only a short 

vertical climb at the top of the talus. Doug Allen, Allan Cobb, 
Susie Lasko, Linda Palit, Roy Wessel and I checked this one out, 
which we named Cueva de El Trece. It turned out to be a dusty 
cave consisting of several short passages. Although no artifacts 
were seen, worn bedrock in several areas indicated extensive past 
use of the cave. 

GYPSUM CAVING 

On 19 January 1989, I headed back down to the 
Bustamante area with my old caving buddies Frank Endres and 
David McKenzie, whom I hadn't been caving with in nearly 10 
years. The three of us plus Penny Anderson loaded into David's 
new 4WD Suburban and drove all night as usual. After a little 
sleep before dawn we drove into Bustamante canyon on the 
recently-bulldozed road. Awesome is the only word that can 
describe the flotsam left by Hurricane Gilbert the previous 
September. Huge masses of downed trees were jammed up 
against the trees that survived. Passing the westward end of the 
canyon, we proceeded out into the desert where the storm had 
dumped so much water. Spread out across the desert flats were 
curious mud mounds deposited by the sheet flooding. 

Our objective was an area on the far side of the Sierra Ia 
Ventana, right behind the prominent window in the ridge that 
presumably gives it its name. In perusing aerial photographs of 
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the area, I had noticed a large sink in that location. We were able 
to drive to the south end of the ridge before being stopped by a 
locked gate, a common phenomenum in this area. 

Leaving Frank with the truck, the three of us set out on 
foot for the remaining two kilometer walk. An old track took us 
right to the sink area. First our attention was drawn to a sink just 
west of the large one seen on the photos. It was developed in 
gypsum, which was not surprising considering its location in the 
flats, even though the geologic map showed no gypsum at that 
site. A narrow bridge divided the sink in two, and the smaller sink 
on the cast side had a distinct drainage channel leading into a 
narrow entrance. It was developed in clean, white gypsum. After 
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a couple of short climbdowns it turned sharply right into a low, 
narrow crawl where we could see for 10 meters or so. Moving on 
to bigger things, we checked the main part of the sink and were 
pleasantly surprised with a large walk-in entrance. On the left 
were a number of petroglyphs of deer heads, with antler spreads 
of 60-100 centimeters. We got out the mapping gear and surveyed 
80 meters in Antler Cave, mostly walking passage, to a low 
terminus. Although the cave was dry, we did collect a few 
invertebrates, including a possibly troglobitic amblipygid. 

Moving on to the big sink, we found that it too contained 
a cave, which we named Cueva de La Ventana. The entrance 
was on the south slope of the sink, and led down a talus slope into 
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a sizable room. It was roughly circular, about 25 meters in 
diameter and 10 meters tall. Drainage from the entrance followed 
a dry channel to disappear into boulders in themiddleoftheroom. 
I climbed down into the breakdown and found two ways on. One 
led to a small void where someone had written something in 
Spanish. The other way involved a few vertical squeezes down 
to a terminal debris-filled funnel, a sort of natural coffee filter. We 
mapped the entrance room and collected bugs, satisfied that we 
had done a reasonable job of documenting this little karst area . It 
is possible that there may be more sinks out there, but the gypsum 

. we were in seemed isolated. 
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MINAS VIEJAS 

Friday evening was when we were to rendezvous with a 
large contingent of San Antonio and Austin cavers at Minas 
Viejas, east of Bus~ante. Alan Montemayor had arranged 
access with the landowner, and after some delay due to lack of a 
key to one gate, we arrived at the old mining site late that night 
Saturday morning some of the cavers went back down to retrieve 
two 4WD vehicles that had slid off the road in the rain the night 
before. Alan had obtained a lead from the ranch foreman, so the 
four of us set off to check that. We were taken up onto Mesa Ia 
Gloria to a pit only one meter across. Climbing down into it I 
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