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Mayor Archie
Announces
Re-election
Candidacy For
Mayor Of Tarpon
TARPON SPRINGS —
M ay or of Tar pon S pr ings
David Archie announced he
has filed for reelection.
Archie has been elected to
four terms on the Tarpon City
Commission. During that time
he served eight years as Vice
Mayor.
“It is both humbling and
encouraging to know that
citizens appreciate my efforts
and want me to serve again,”
Archie said. He said residents
have urged him to run for
reelection.
Archie is a lifelong
resident of Tarpon Springs,
and has served on numerous
committees and boards.
“Our fiscal conservatism
enabled the City of Tarpon
Springs to have reserve funds
which have aided in the stabilization of our city during a
down economy,” he said.
Archie vowed he isn’t a
part of any clique or faction of
the city.
“The only special interest
group I will continue to be
ob lig ated to w ill be the
citizens of Tarpon Springs,” he
said.

Removing The Stigma:
AIDS In The AfricanAmerican Community

Dante Ross, Pinellas County Health Dept. representative.

STAFF WRITeR
Mayor Archie

Archie currently serves on
the P inellas Co u nty an d
Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Councils, The Florida
M u n i c i p a l Tr u s t F u n d ,
WorkNet Pinellas Board and
The Hospice of the Suncoast
Foundation Board.
Archie formerly served
var ious b oar ds in clu d in g
Leader s hip P in ellas , th e
Pinellas Suncoast Transit
A uthor ity Bo ar d an d th e
Pinellas Arts Council. He’s
also a lifetime member of the
Friends of Library and the
Tarpon Springs Historical
Society.

ST. PeTeRSBuRG — It’s
4 p.m. on a Sunday afternoon.
While many people are playing
ball at the park, or cooking
out in their yards, a few
concerned citizens gathered to
hear The International People’s
Democratic uhuru Movement
sponsored session entitled
“Breaking The Silence: Let’s
Fight Against AIDS.”
Retired nurse Alma
Kicklighter and Pinellas County
Health Department representative
Dante Ross enlightened all who
walked through the doors of the
uhuru House, located at 1245
18th Ave. S., on the HIV/AIDS

pandemic.
The 2010 census counts
African Americans at 12.6
percent of the American population; and yet, according to the
Center for Disease Control
(CDC), over 230,000 African
Americans have died of AIDS,
which is nearly 40 percent of total
deaths. And of the more than 1
million people living with HIV in
the united States of America
today, almost half are black.
How is that possible?
Kicklighter feels that the
lack of dialogue in the black
community helps to spread the
disease.
“Back in 1981 when it first
started I was a countywide com-

Retired nurse Alma Kicklighter.

municable disease specialist. I
would be called out to white
churches, white ministerial associations and workplaces, and
they would get information. But in
our community I would hear ‘I’m
not gay,’” Kicklighter said.
S o m e 3 0 y e a r s l a t e r,
Kicklighter thinks many in the
black community haven’t moved
past that thinking. “People
are ashamed to even show an
interest because of what their
friends might say.”
With her small stature,
Kicklighter carries a large
message: “Teaching prevention is
better than trying to give a cure.”
Kicklighter has worked tirelessly in her efforts to education.

After the grant she was awarded
ran out, she put her own money
into the cause. “People say that
I’ve made a ministry out of this,
well this is a ministry for me.”
Kicklighter will go any and
every where to educate and disseminate. She has a list of
schools and universities that she
works with, and twice a month she
visits the prison.
Pinellas County Health
Department employee Donte
Ross explained how health
departments around the country
tracks the number of HIV/AIDS
cases and reports them to the
CDC.

AIDS
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By JeANIe BLue
SPeCIAL TO THe
CHALLeNGeR
ST. PeTeRSBuRG — For
many years of dedicated service,
Benjamin eugene Lawson was
honored with the 2012 Mortician of
the year (MOy) award at the MOy
Gala held May 27, at the Banquet
Masters in Pinellas Park.
This prestigious award is
presented to a colleague on an
annual basis by the Second Regional
District of the Florida Morticians
Association, Inc.
“I feel great about receiving this
very prestigious award that’s
presented to funeral directors,”
Lawson said. “It signifies how long
you have been serving the
community as well as how well
you’ve been serving.”
The MOy award is usually only

given out to morticians who have
been in business for a long period,
but with recent changes younger
people can qualify to receive it.
Lawson was recognized for
over 21 years in the funeral service
business. He started out washing
cars at the Sellers Brothers Funeral
Home in Atlanta. Soon he was given
other duties such as moving caskets,
doing maintenance work, and even
driving the family car for funeral
services.
Once Lawson performed his
clinicals in a post with Ivey Brothers
Funerals Home in Atlanta, (now
Carl Williams Funeral Directors)
under the direction of Carl Williams,
he was able to start an apprenticeship
under the guidance of Stanley
Larkins at McRae Funeral Home
here in St. Petersburg.
He is currently a licensed
funeral director and embalmer in

Florida and Georgia, and is president
and co-owner of Lawson Funeral
Home and Cremation
Services, Inc. located at 4535
Central Ave., St. Petersburg.
Lawson also serves as a
member of the executive Board of
the Florida Mortician’s Association
and a member of the epsilon Nu
Delta Mortuary Fraternity.
In addition to his funeral service
business, Lawson serves the
community as a fire fighter and
emergency medical technician
for the City of St. Petersburg.
“Ben is a licensed funeral
director in Florida and Georgia and
is the only one in this city with both
licenses,” Benjamin F. “Ted”
Lawson states, who is Lawson’s
father and works with him at the
funeral home. “That alone is worth
mentioning and makes me feel great
since he has my blood,” he added.

Benjamin Lawson

Although Lawson grew up in
Fulton County, Ga., he was born in
here in St. Petersburg. He attended

AWARD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers

Chaplain (Col.)
Frederick D. Terry, USAR
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
“Military Chaplains provide
for the moral and spiritual welfare
of military personnel and their
family members. The chaplains
comfort the troops in the field and
on post, in addition to comforting
and counseling their family
members. Chaplains go wherever
the troops are to preach sermons
and share words of comfort and
encouragement. You must be
where they are to be able to serve
them,” said Chaplain Terry.
As he talked about chaplain
duties, one could see the seriousness of the job and the depth of
devotion Terry felt for the people
he served. The training is
thorough, but it takes far more
than training and knowledge to
walk in a chaplain’s shoes.
His training for this type of
service began early. He was called
to the ministry when he was 16
years old. It was while he was in
the Boy Scouts that he began to
think about going into the
military. Serving as a chaplain
allowed him to do both.
Academic training for Terry
began at Shaw University in
Raleigh, N.C. There, he earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
History, a Bachelor of Divinity,
and a Master of Divinity degree.
In addition, he studied at the
Oberlin School of Theology in
Oberlin, Ohio, as well as being a
Ford Fellow at the Urban Training
Center in Chicago. A graduate of
the Veterans Administration
Chaplain School in St. Louis Mo.,
he received Clinical Pastoral
Certification at the Boman a
G r ay S ch ool o f Medicine
and Baptist Hospital.
“When it comes to military
training, chaplains take the same
military training as all other
officers,” said Terry. His basic

AWARD

continued from front page
school in Georgia and graduated
from Gupton-Jones College in
Atlanta. His mother Mildred
Richardson and her husband
Lamont live in Atlanta. His father
has worked in the funeral service
for more than 40 years and is
married to Cecelia, who is also a
licensed funeral director and
embalmer.
S in ce ow nin g h is o w n
business for the past two years, he
has experienced the joys of being a

training took place at Fort Dix,
N.J. and Fort Slocum, N.Y.
He completed the Command
General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan.
The military college is the
same academic training for all
officers in all military branches.
According to Terry, it’s
necessary to know what officers
in command go through and what
they are required to do in order to
understand how to minister to
them.
Other military training was
r eceiv ed at F o r t M ead e,
Md., and Fort Benjamin Harrison
in Ind.
He received a Direct
Commission when he left
seminary and was made a lieutenant. His training and unit
vacancies allowed him to move
up quickly. Terry served in the
major’s slot when he was a
captain and the lieutenant’s slot
when he was a major.
He became a colonel within
one and a half years.
Numerous medals and certificates show that he met the
challenge and honorably served in
each position.
At one point, he served simultaneously as a civil employee and
as chaplain in VA Medical
Centers. He had to see that there
was military coverage for all
faiths. Military families and the
troops were included as he
planned and trained others to fill
the roles.
Much of the time he was
engaged in military service, Terry
held the position of Chief of
Chaplain Service. His work sites
included Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Marion,
Ind.; Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Bay Pines, Fla.;
and Staff Chaplain - Veterans
Administration Medical Center in
Martinsburg, W. Va. Terry retired
as a full Colonel - US Army

Reserves and received numerous
citations. He was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal. In
addition, he was awarded
numerous certificates and
citations for his work with the
Veteran’s Administration.
Professional activities and
memberships include Past
President of The Rotary Club
of St. Petersburg; Academy of
Senior Professionals at Eckerd
College; Board of Trustees, at
Eckerd College; member of
Presbyterian Church; Board of
Trustees at Bay Pines Research
Foundation; Former board
member of Bay Front Medical
Systems; The Salvation Army;
Help-A-Child Foundation; and St.
Anthony’s Hospital. He is also a
member of Military Chaplains
Association and Military Officers
Association of America; Association
of Smaller Congregations in South
Atlantic Synod; Shaw University
Alumni Association; and Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity.
In St. Petersburg, Terry was
the pastor of Trinity Presbyterian
Church for a number of years. He
has also been the pastor at
Keystone Presbyterian Church in
Odessa, Fla. and other churches in
North Carolina.
Now that he is retired, he and
his wife, Maxine, are involved in
traveling and participating in
various cultural and community
activities. He is the father of three
and grandfather of five.

young entrepreneur.
“I love being a business owner
although it requires more work,”
Lawson states. “It’s worth it
because just knowing it’s your own
and you get to do things your way.
My way seems to be working and
we’re going into our third year.”
Lawson went on to explain
that they offer very economical
prices while providing excellent
service and products. “The family
of a deceased individual wants to
provide a quality service for their
family member, but they want to
live at the same time. Our motto is

to try and help them meet those
needs.”
He adds that he loves what he
does and “if you love what you do
then it’s not a job, but a blessing
from God.”
To share in this honor, Lawson
was joined by his wife Stephanie
Camille, also a funeral director and
Pinellas County middle school
teacher; his daughter Alexis
Simone Peterson and son
Benjamin Alexander Lawson.
Proceeds from the gala’s ticket
sales will be used to benefit the
Second District’s scholarship fund.
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SPHA Helps Youth
Aging Out of Foster Care
ST. PETERSBURG – The
St. Petersburg Housing Authority
(SPHA) is now operating a
demonstration program to house
young adults who have aged out
of foster care. SPHA is working
hand-in-hand with partners
Camelot Community Care, Inc.,
Ready for Life and Bay Area
Legal Services.
The first two residents in this
program moved into their shared
apartment on June 1.
“When the representatives
from Camelot Community Care
and Ready for Life approached
the housing authority for help, we
worked very hard to come up
with a creative and sustainable
solution to provide a low-cost
housing option for them,” said
Robin Adams, SPHA’s Asset
Management Officer and demonstration program administrator.
Through the demonstration
program, SPHA will rent doubleoccupancy units at Saratoga
Apartments, located at 3475
32nd Ave. N. and 3480 33rd Ave.
N. in St. Petersburg, to young
adults who are recommended by
Camelot Community Care.
Rent is set at $300 per month
for each individual, ensuring that
housing is affordable.
Program participants will
receive ongoing case management from Camelot Community
Care. They will also work with
attorneys at Bay Area Legal
Services, who will help them
understand their rights and

Saratoga Apartments are located at 3475 32nd Ave. N.
and 3480 33rd Ave. N. in St. Petersburg.

responsibilities as tenants.
“What is innovative about
this demonstration program is
that no taxpayer dollars are used
to fund it. We are teaching these
young adults to live independently, without introducing them to
federal subsidies,” said SPHA
Chief Executive Officer Darrell
Irions.
Saratoga Apartments is part
of SPHA’s Affordable Housing
program, which does not receive
any federal funding to operate.
Rent is set by the housing
authority at rates below-market,
and tenants must meet income
requirements.
Because federal regulations
do not apply to Affordable
Housing properties, SPHA has
more flexibility to help these
young adults who are trying to

reach self-sufficiency, but often
are hindered by past issues, such
as prior evictions or criminal
records, that typically eliminate
them from other assisted housing
programs and force them on to
the streets.
In collaboration with its
partners, SPHA’s goals for this
demonstration program are to
create a stable and affordable
housing environment for the
young adults aging out of foster
care and to help them achieve
independence.
“We are excited about the
possibilities of this demonstration program to remove some of
the stresses that these at-risk
youth face and to assist them in
becoming responsible adults,”
Adams said.

Summer Break Spots Now
Open In Pinellas County
ST. PETERSBURG — Kids
in Pinellas County can receive
free meals during the summer at
the Summer Break Spot, the
s t a t e ’s s u m m e r n u t r i t i o n
program for children 18 and
under provided by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA).
Approximately 104
Summer Break Spots around
Pinellas County will serve free
healthy meals and offer fun
learning and recreational activities beginning June 11. All
summer long, families can find
locations in their community.
The Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer
Services is leading the
campaign in partnership with
Florida Impact and the Florida
Partnership to End Childhood

www.summerfoodflorida.org

Hunger, representing hundreds
of community-based organizations across the state.
With mor e th an 53 , 0 0 0
children eligible for free and
reduced-price lunch in Pinellas
County, these organizations are
working together to ensure k id s

d o n ’t g o
hungry
ov er the
summer.
To f i n d a S u m m e r
Break Spot site, visit www.summerfoodflorida.org or call 2-1-1.
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TO YOUR HEALTH
BalanceDiet Company Will
Host Free Healthy Lifestyle
Seminars for Children

St. peterSburG — to help
children and teens take the first step
toward weight loss and healthy
lifestyle choices, balanceDiet
company is pleased to offer a series
of free seminars.
these events, sponsored by
camp balanceDiet, are designed to
be both fun and educational, and will
encourage attendees to adopt healthy
eating habits, increase physical
activity, and develop a positive
mindset.
th e camp balanceD iet
seminars are scheduled for June 22,
July 6, July 27, and aug.17 from 2-3
p.m. and will take place at 1700 66th
Street n., Suite 405, St. petersburg.
a few of the topics that will be
covered during the seminars are:

‘pizza is not a Food
Group,’which will present healthier
fast food options.
‘lunchbox lessons,’which will
explain what items to choose for a
great, nutritious lunch.
‘Good Morning,’ which will
offer “brain-boosting breakfast
ideas.”
‘Going Green,’ which will
highlight the health benefits of vegetables.
attendees will also be asked to
pick cards from the ‘bowl of Goals,’
choosing one each from the
‘nutrition,’ ‘activity,’ and ‘Mindset’
bowls. this activity is intended to
help participants set realistic and
achievable goals, while keeping
them engaged and motivated on

their path to weight loss and a
healthy lifestyle.
a balanceDiet membership is
not required to attend the seminars;
however, attendees who wish to
pursue their weight loss and fitness
goals further will have the option to
enroll in camp balanceDiet – a customized nutrition and healthy youth
program for 9-18 year olds.
the camp balanceDiet
seminars are free and open to the
public; participants may attend any
or all of the four sessions. For more
information or to reserve a spot,
contact 1-800-weiGHt-loSS.
when calling to rSvp, please
provide attendee names, seminar
dates, and choice of location.

State-Sponsored Homophobia
Worldwide Problem,
Says Report
by Gerry Scoppettuolo
DiStributeD by HealtHy
livinG newS
a new international report
reveals that 40 percent of united
nations member countries still
criminalize same-sex sexual acts.
the punishments for breaking
these state sponsored laws can
include whippings and lashings,
months of imprisonment, or even
death.
the report also shows that
among countries where homosexuality is legal, laws have been
established against discrimination
on grounds of sexual orientation
at the work place, or gays and
lesbians enjoy marriage rights
and can adopt children.
the 6th edition of the StateSponsored Homophobia report
was released by the international
lesbian, Gay, bisexual, trans
and intersex association (ilGa)
on the occasion of the annual
i n ter national D ay a gains t
Homophobia and transphobia.
the report presents a global
overview of recent developments
in lGbt human rights and
remains a useful monitoring and
reference tool for researchers,
governmental representatives and
lGbt activists.
Despite the ilGa report
showing lGbt criminalization is
still a global problem, some
progress on lGbt rights have
been made. last Spring, the u.n.
passed its first-ever resolution
supporting equal rights regardless
of sexual orientation.
that along with other efforts
to enhance lGbt human rights
by the international Gay and

Freezer Damages Brain
Samples Used To Study Autism
by Steve leblanc
aSSociateD preSS
belMont, Mass. (ap) —
a freezer malfunctioned at a
Harvard-affiliated hospital that
oversees the world’s largest
collection of autistic brain
samples, damaging a third of
the scientifically precious
specimens and casting doubt on
whether they can be used in
research.
the director of the Harvard
brain tissue resource center
said the loss was “devastating,”
particularly in light of the
increasing demand for brain
samples among scientists
searching for the cause of
autism and potential treatments.
“over the last 10 years, the
autism tissue program has been
working very hard to get the
autism community to understand the importance of brain
donation,” Dr. Francine benes
said. now many of those
samples have been compromised.
the freezer failed
sometime late last month at the
center, which is housed at
Mclean Hospital in the boston
suburb of belmont. at least 54
samples earmarked for autism
research were harmed. Many of
them turned dark with decay.
However, an initial review
indicates that the Dna in the
samples is intact and can still be
used for genetic research. it’s
unclear, however, whether the
samples could be used for the
full range of neuroscience
needs.
thirty-two of the brains
had been cut in half, with one
side placed in a formaldehyde
solution and the other placed
in the freezer. the samples in
the solution remain available
for all research projects, the

A fear is that the loss of samples could make it harder in
the future to encourage brain donation from autistic
children and young adults.

hospital said.
the frozen tissue samples
are normally maintained at
about minus 80 degrees celsius,
but the temperature had reached
about seven degrees - the temperature of a common refrigerator - when the failure was discovered, benes said.
that means an important
chemical cousin of Dna called
rna was destroyed, she said.
center officials say they’ve
already completed an inspection of the equipment to ensure
the safety of the collection.
D r. F r ed vo lk mar, an
autism researcher and director
of the child Study center at
yale university, said the
damage is even more disheartening given recent advances in
autism research.
Some of that research,

includ in g au tis m s tud ies
involving stem cells, wasn’t
even possible at the time when
some of the brains were
donated.
“we can’t always know
where the science is going to
take us,” volkmar said. “in that
respect, it’s a horrible loss. the
hope is that at least it’s not a
total disaster.”
the hospital launched an
investigation to determine why
the freezer malfunctioned and
why two alarm systems failed to
go off as the temperature rose.
the Harvard brain tissue
resource center is the largest
and oldest federally funded
“brain bank” in the united
States. it provides thousands of
postmortem
brain
tissue
samples annually to researchers
across the nation.

One In Four HIV Patients Don’t
Stay in Care, Study Shows
by Gerry
Scoppettuolo
DiStributeD by
HealtHy livinG newS

lesbian Human rights
commission offer hope of
positive changes ahead. but those
changes may take some time
according to the ilGa.
the ilGa report is characterized by contrasts. in some parts of
the world progress is being made.
roughly 60 percent of all united
nations members (113 of 193
countries) have abolished legislation criminalizing same-sex
sexual acts between consenting
adults.
However, even in an era of
globalization, 4 percent or 78
countries have not changed those
laws. the report also shows an
increase in the total number of
countries with legislation persecuting people on the basis of their
sexual orientation. that number
has increased to 78 over 76 from
last year.
Despite russia de-penalizing
homosexuality in 1993, the city of
St. petersburg has introduced leg-

islation to punish “homosexual
propaganda.” that could include
outlawing content that human
rights defenders use in their work.
the report notes this as a
dangerous precedent that might
soon be implemented throughout
the country. russia is also at the
forefront of countries which have
been trying undermine of the
u.n. Declaration on Human
rights by promoting notions of
cultural “tradition” to counter the
declarations impact.
in contrast, russia’s former
ally cuba has made some
progress. Fidel castro has apologized publicly for past mistakes
that cuba has made in its
treatment of homosexuals. the
country has also decriminalized
same-sex activity and even
provides free gender reassignment surgery for those seeking it.
recently cuban state television
even televised the gay movie
drama, brokeback Mountain.

about a quarter of
Hiv/aiDS patients in the
united States fail to remain in
care consistently, according to
new research.
the study, published in the
journal aiDS, is among the
first in the u.S. to estimate
Hiv care retention.
too many people with
Hiv may be falling through
the cracks by not getting life
saving care and treatment
according to lead study author,
baligh r. yehia, MD, of the
university of pennsylvania.
“Helping patients with
Hiv stay in care is a key way
to reduce their chances of
getting sick from their disease
and prevent the spread of Hiv
in the community,” says Dr.
yehia.
those benefits are twofold
Dr. yehia adds. Quality care
not only saves lives but it can
decrease health care costs by
preventing unnecessary Hiv
related illnesses and hospitalizations.
Dr. yehia’s research also
follows the release of a recent
center for Disease control
report showing that only about
a quarter of americans with
Hiv actually have their virus

under control, and that many
americans with Hiv may not
be accessing optimal care.
D r yeh ia’s r es ear ch
studied 17,425 Hiv infected
adults at 12 u.S. clinics. Just
42 percent of patients had “no
gap” in treatment — that is no
more than six months in
betw een s eeing a d o cto r.
However, 31 percent had at
least one seven to 12 month
gap in care. alarmingly, 28
percent, or almost three out of
10, with Hiv did not access
medical care for over a year.
women, white patients,
older patients, MSM (men
who have sex with men), and
patients on Medicare
(compared to those on private
insurance) remained in care
more consistently. care access
was also greater among
patients with more advanced
Hiv disease (low cD4
counts).
researchers hope their
findings will help doctors
improve adherence to care by
understanding which patients
will or won’t follow through in
seeing their doctors.
“clinicians need to know
what barriers to screen for, so
our findings help to better
define groups of patients who
may require extra help to stay
on track,” says study coauthor,
Kelly Gebo, MD, of the Johns
Hopkins university School of

Marye Benard, Family
Nurse Practitioner for the
Adult Special Care Unit at
The MED, works with people
infected with HIV/AIDS in
Memphis.

Medicine.
Housing,
transportation
an d f in an cial pr o b lems ,
substance abuse and mental
illness all hinder care
retention, and patients without
symptoms may believe they’re
not sick enough to need
regular visits with a doctor.
“it’s possible that as time
goes by, some patients may
become more regular users of
care, while others may become
complacent and skip appointments,” yehia says. “we need
to better pinpoint times when
certain patients may be less
likely to remain in treatment
and find ways to ensure their
continued care.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Healthy Habits for Midtown
Boys and Girls Club
By: MIkE HOAg
NEIgHBORHOOd NEWS
BUREAU
ST. PETERSBURg — On
May 18, the Sweetbay
Supermarket in Midtown agreed
to provide the Royal Theater
Arts Academy Boys and girls
Club with health food donations
as part of the “Healthy Habits”
initiative, according to Tony
Brown, Midtown Sweetbay
store manager.
Since its 2005 opening,
Sweetbay has been helping in
the local community.
“Our community involvement includes healthy food and
water donations to local
children at Perkins, Melrose
and Maximo elementary
schools,” Tony Brown said.
“The Royal Theater Arts
Academy Boys and girls Club
is one of a kind,” artist in
residence Alex Harris said. At
the Royal Theater, underprivileged children are exposed to
fine arts which provide them
with a dynamic experience
they may not receive
otherwise, he said.
According to Harris, the
building which houses the club
was transformed into a center
for underprivileged youth in
the 1970s. Previously the
location was one of only two
theaters that served African
Americans during segregation

years, visited by icons duke
Ellington and James Brown.
“A $1.2 million renovation
occurred in 2004, as a result of
funding from the Seamless St.
Petersburg initiative,” Harris
said.
In addition to enriching
relationships
and
adding
cultural aspects to children’s
lives, the club is also aiming to
teach them to eat healthy and
live a healthy lifestyle at a
young age.
Angela Brown, programs
manager at the academy, is a
firm believer in the program
but said that it is not a new
concept.
“Healthy Habits is a local
plan but is part of a national
Boys and girls Club program
called Triple Play,” she said.
“Triple Play is an initiative that
encourages kids to make
healthy food choices, build
strong relationships and be
active for more than 60
minutes a day.”
Tony Brown said Sweetbay
Supermarket is best known for
its alternative healthy food
choices. He said these health
food alternatives helped propel
the local company to a billion
dollar a year enterprise.
“The guiding Stars
labeling system helps
customers decide on healthier
food choices. Thanks to the
‘Healthy Habits’ initiative,

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Darrell V. Cohen
Parent, Fisherman, Landscaper, Electroplating Technician, and More

Sweetbay aims to teach
healthy eating habits
to children with its new
Healthy Habits initiative

these healthy choices are now
an option to underprivileged
children in Midtown.”
Angela
Brown
said
donations will be picked up
and distributed daily to the
Boys and girls Club. The
donations
will
Sweetbay
spinach,
sprouts,
include
carrots, water, fruits and dehydrated foods.
Sweetbay and the Royal
Theater agree the program,
which began May 22, will
continue into the foreseeable
future.
Tony Brown said Sweetbay
Supermarket’s commitment to
helping the community and its
strong relationship with the
Boys and girls Club staff play
a strong part in ensuring the
survival of the program and
other future endeavors like it.

“Ask Your Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly
Challenger will select your
questions and have James
Flynn, “Our Southside
Lawyer” give the answer.

This w eek ’s q u es tio n
comes from Nikki Thornhill.

QUESTION: How long do
I have to go to the hospital
after a car accident if I want to

Community Spotlight

file a lawsuit?
ANSWER: Always seek
medical treatment following
an auto accident. If you don’t
feel any pain for a few weeks
that’s okay. Sometimes the
injuries associated with an
auto accident don’t become
apparent for a few weeks. Be
sure to call an attorney and get
the medical treatment you
deserve.
Take Care.
Please submit questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com
or call 727 490 6327.

He goes by many names such as “georgia Boy,”
“Uncle d,” or “Pop.” He practices several occupations, but his family is all important in the life of
darrell V. Cohen.
The third child in a family of eight, he is the
oldest son of Alforina Cohen and the late Edward
Cohen. He and his siblings maintain the same kind of
close relationship as they did when they were
growing up.
He and his wife, Lillette, have helped their
children and grandchildren to develop the same kind
of relationship with their siblings, grandparents,
cousins, aunts and uncles. Cohen learned a long time
ago that there is nothing like family.
Following his graduation more than 40 years ago
from J. R. E. Lee High School in Jasper, Fla., he
moved to St. Petersburg. Jasper is a small town near
Jacksonville, just south of the Florida-georgia line.
growing up there, Cohen spent a lot of quality
time with his grandparents and other close relatives.
“We had a big farm with cows, pigs, and horses. I
learned a lot of lessons about life as I followed my
grandfather around,” he said.
“during the summer, I helped to harvest some of
the crops, but there were special chores throughout
the year to keep things going. When I was not
helping with chores or studying, I went fishing. I still
like to go freshwater fishing. My own children and
grandchildren enjoy fishing also. We go fishing as
often as we can,” he said.
Not long after moving to St. Petersburg, Cohen
got a job in the construction industry and moved
down the street from the Stark family. The two
families became fast friends; however, no one would
have thought that the families would be connected for
life.
The Starks’ daughter was still in high school at
that time, just beginning to think about dating. Some
years later, Lillette Starks had grown up, become a
beautiful young lady, completed high school, and
caught the young man’s eye.
They have been married for 30 years, and are the
parents of two daughters and a son. There are five
grandchildren to spoil.
“We get together every weekend. during the
summer, we may see each other every day. My wife
and I enjoy our grandchildren. We do a lot of cooking,
including preparations for birthday parties and other
celebrations. We also spend time at parks or go to the
movies. There are still road trips to Jasper to see
relatives, over on the east coast to see my sister, or
Orlando to see our other grandchildren,” Cohen
explains.

Most of Cohen’s time is spent doing some kind
of work. His regular job hours are from 2 p.m. to
midnight. Some days before work he becomes either
a landscaper or a handyman: “I enjoy the challenge of
taking things apart and putting them back together.
generally, they work as if they are new.”
Mrs. Cohen related that she has always loved her
husband, but she now sees him in a different light.
“I am not sure that I fully appreciated the man
that he is when we were younger. Today, I thank god
for him. He is always giving to others, and he never
expects anything back. He is always busy doing
things for others. yes, he gets paid for some of his
work, but there is so much that he does because
someone needs his help,” she said.
As Cohen explains, “My grandfather made sure
that I understood how important it is to work. In
addition, he made sure that I understood that each job
is important. My day job is actually as an operator of
an electroplating machine. No matter what job I am
doing, when that job runs out, I go to the next one. I
keep busy.”
Spending time with family members, working
hard, and faith in god are the elements that held the
family together through two tragic events in their lives.
Cohen sadly related how his father, a delivery
driver for a local dairy, was hit by a drunk driver as he
was completing his route. Six years ago, his oldest
sister was hit by a car as she crossed the street on New
year’s Eve. Both hit-and-run accidents occurred on
18th Ave. S.
The Cohen’s are members of New Hope Baptist
Church, where Rev. Carlos Senior is the pastor.
Although Mrs. Cohen works on several boards and
teaches Sunday School, Cohen says, “I just enjoy
going to take part in the worship service and listening
to the message. I live a simple life,” he finished.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

7 19 11

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”

CA$H 3

738
144
629

DOG DAYS

Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.

3-6 1-8
4-3 8-4
6-5 2-1

We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!

NEW DJ LINE-UP • JUNE 2012

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKA AKAdemy Scholarship
And Awards Showcase

Black
History
“celebrating our History is an Everyday thing”
http://dclibrarylabs.org/blkren/bios/nugentrb.html

More than $4,000 dollars in scholarships were awarded
ST. PETERSBURG – The
St. Petersburg Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. and
Youth
Development
the
Foundation of Pinellas County
presented
the
AKAdemy
Scholarship
and
Awards
Ceremony June 3 at the St.
Petersburg Hilton Hotel.
Over 75 students were recognized for their outstanding
scholastic accomplishments for
this school year.
To acknowledge school
success, AKAdemic Awards
were presented to students who
were on the principals’ list,
deans’ list and honor roll
throughout the school year. The
event also recognized students
and their achievements outside
of academics such as Blossom,
Citizenship, Character, Spirit,
and Leadership.
The AKAdemy program
encourages middle and high
school students to strive for
school success in order to
prepare for their future beyond
high school.
The youth participants from
the Exquisite Gem and
Pathfinder focus on as activities
designed to encourage leadership development, academic
preparation, and character
building. Additionally, the teens
have opportunities to give back
to the community through a host
of community services projects.
This year, 13 graduating
seniors from various Pinellas
County High Schools were recognized for their academic
achievements and scholarship.
The sorority awarded more
than $4,000 in merit scholarships to Danielle Price, Damaris
Ward, Ebony M. Carter,
Demarkus Corbin, and Tara
Thomas.
AKAdemic book scholarships were awarded to Samara
Dukes and Lorielle Wright.
The Ebony scholarship

Richard Bruce
Nugent

Congratulations to our Merit Scholarship winners.

2011-2012 graduating members of the
Emerging Youth Leaders program.

award was presented to
Gabrielle Montes.
Alpha
Kappa
Alpha
Sorority also provides additional scholarships such as the Lena
Brown Scholarship at the
University of South Florida, the
Pauline Besselli scholarship for
the Arts, and the Mary O.
Brown scholarship at the St.
Petersburg College.
The program also included a
motivational message by State
Representative
Darryl
E.
Rouson, Esq.
Rouson spoke on how his
upbringing helped challenge
him to become engaged in the
political and legal debate within
our community. He encouraged
the young teens by telling them:
“whatever is put in your head
could never be taken away.”
Special recognition was
given to graduating members of

the Emerging Young Leaders
program. This is one of the
sorority’s signature programs
that targets middle school girls
in grades 6-8 and promotes
civic engagement, leadership
development, academic preparation, and character building.
The middle school and high
school students exemplified
extraordinary work ethic, self –
improvement and betterment
permitting the opportunity to
blossom into young adults.
Since 1996, the AKA
AKAdemy has presented the
annual awards program to
recognize young leaders and
pay tribute to students with high
academic achievement.
The AKAdemy is funded by
Youth
Development
the
Foundation of Pinellas County
and the Pinellas County
Juvenile Welfare Board.

In spite of his modest literary
and artistic output and the equally
small amount written about his life,
Richard Bruce Nugent was a
principal player in the New Negro
movement. His unique and
unorthodox personal style and
sexual conventions snubbed the
established mores of the time.
Nugent’s lifestyle was that of the
ultimate bohemian. Because of the
notoriety surrounding him, and to
avoid the disapproval of an embarrassment to his family, he assumed
the pseudonym of Richard Bruce.
It is this pseudonym that is often
attached to his writings and
drawings.
Bruce was born in the
Washington, DC July 2, 1906 to a
family of high social position in the
black community. His parents,
Richard Henry Nugent and Pauline
Minerva Bruce, had two children.
His mother was an accomplished
pianist who was trained as a schoolteacher and his father was a
Pullman Porter.
Nugent was a frequent participant at Georgia Douglas Johnson’s
famous artistic salon where writers
and intellectuals congregated in
Washington. It was at one of those
artistic gatherings that he met
Langston Hughes. They immediately became the best of friends.

Throughout the Renaissance,
Hughes and other writers offered
encouragement and support to
Nugent’s literary and artistic
efforts. “Shadows,” Nugent’s first
published poem, was rescued from
the trash by Langston Hughes and
was eventually sent to the
magazine.
“Opportunity”
“Shadows” was reprinted in
Countee Cullen’s “Caroling
Dusk.”
Alain Locke’s The New Negro
contained “Sadhji,” Nugent’s first
published short story. This story
came about surreptitiously. Locke
asked Nugent to write a brief explication of a drawing that he had
done of a young African woman.
The narrative ended up being more
useful than the graphic that Nugent
had done. Locke continuously
encouraged Nugent in his artistic
endeavors; they knew each other
through their family connections.
During the summer of 1926,
Nugent was a part of a group of
black artists who envisioned a
literary periodical to break with the
black literary establishment. This
quarterly was known as Fire!! His
creative involvement included two
brush and ink drawings and a short
story, “Smoke, Lilies, and Jade.”
This short story was the first literary
work on a purely homosexual
theme that had been published by a
black. By today’s standards,

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly

“Smoke, Lilies, and Jade” is mild in
its treatment of same-sex encounters.
Nugent was involved with a
second magazine undertaking. In
1928, he served as associated editor
of “Harlem: A Forum of Negro
Life.” The only issue of “Harlem”
was published in November 1928.
Nugent did not follow the
usual expectations and norms of a
society that he felt created restrictive boundaries. In his own words,
he stated that he was always called
flamboyant. His unwillingness to
live up to societal expectations is
exemplified in his assessment of
Locke.
In 1952, Nugent married
Grace Elizabeth Marr. He admits
without any hesitation that the love
he had for her was not a physical
love or lust. They were married for
seventeen years. Grace died of
ovarian cancer in 1969 and Nugent
of congestive heart failure
seventeen years later in 1987.

RATE
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs High School:
Deep Roots In The Community
By JON WILSON
SPeCIAL TO THe
CHALLeNGer
ST. PeTerSBUrG — Few
physical reminders remain of the
old Gibbs High School, but its
memory stands as a solid
monument to community spirit
and pride.
In her doctoral dissertation,
scholar evelyn Newman Phillips
suggested that Gibbs, named for
Jonathan Clarkson Gibbs,
Florida’s first African-American
secretary of state, was a genuine
alma mater in its role as a
nurturing influence. The school
was, and still is, revered in every
African-American
neighborhood.
Wrote Phillips: “Gibbs, more
than any other institution, gave
the African-American
community a sense of belonging.
Churches, social clubs, and
neighborhoods divided people by
philosophical interests and geographic boundaries, but Gibbs
bonded them through a common
ex p er ience o f education,
in timacy, and collective
struggle.”
Phillips is a member of the
steering committee for the
African American Heritage
Project, an initiative originated by
Mayor Bill Foster.
The city’s historic preservation planners and the business
assistance center have been hard
at work on the project, whose first
phase — the 22nd Street S and
Ninth Avenue S corridors — is
expected to be finished by the end
of the year. Then the project will
move on to other historic neighborhoods such as Methodist
Town and the Gas Plant area.
The intent is to recognize and
honor community history with
p laqu es , br o ch ur e- guided

walking tours and a web site.
Officials stress that the project is
being built on community input
through nominations, which
currently are being accepted. For
information, visit www.stpete.org
or call preservation planner
Kimberly Hinder, 892-5451. The
next community outreach
meeting about the project is
6 p.m. June 19 at Bethel
Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, 3455 26th Ave. S. The
public is cordially invited.
As the heritage project has
progressed, Gibbs is often
mentioned.
The school opened in 1927.
Other than some church-affiliated
schools, African-American
children could attend only Davis
Academy and Jordan elementary
during the segregated ’20s. They
had no high school.
But students, teachers,
parents and friends pulled
together to create one.
They furnished or purchased
tools to build a combined
gymnasium and auditorium. Fish
fries, sports events and choral
concerts helped raise money for
construction, which eventually
included a cafeteria and basketball and tennis courts.
In 1960, Gibbs distinguished
itself by becoming the first black
school to be accepted into the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, confirming that
Gibbs offered quality education.
Gibbs had a knack for
producing talented musicians. In
1928, teacher extraordinaire O.B.
McLin founded the acclaimed St.
Cecelia Chorus. It is considered
the role model for today’s Alumni
Singers, organized in 1980.
Football and basketball
teams won state championships
and consistent recognition as
being among the South’s best.

Children’s
Savings Accounts
Can Help Break
Poverty Cycle
Many factors influence our
financial decisions. In recent years,
the housing crash and job loss have
caused many individuals and
families to fall into poverty that
were never considered impoverished before. This is called situational poverty.
Another type of poverty is
generational poverty — a devastating cycle that passes from generation to generation and has a distinct
set of causes that differ from situational poverty. Children who grow
up in poverty are faced with overwhelming challenges which affect
their academic success and future
financial security.
The financial security of their
own children, and the next generation thereafter is at-risk as well.
This generational poverty –
handed down from parent to child
again and again — is the poverty
cycle.
There are many groups
working to help families break the

cycle of poverty including government, school districts, churches
and other non-profit organizations.
There is no silver bullet solution to
cure the symptoms perpetuating
poverty.
However, there is one small
step a family can take giving the
next generation a helping hand
towards breaking the cycle of
poverty.
Opening A Child’s Savings
Account
Most banks offer accounts for
children with no monthly service
fees and can often be opened with
as little as $5. Many of these
accounts include fun rewards
children can earn when they make
deposits, as well as financial
education lessons designed for
specific age groups.
According to a March, 2010
study by the College Savings
Initiative — a joint project of the
New America Foundation and the
Center for Social Development —

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Saturday, June 16 — Powerful Young Adults Inc. will be
hosting “The Stop the Violence Initiative.” This youth event
is designed to stop teen violence, reduce teen pregnancy
and give economic empowerment during the summer
months. This event will provide job training, resume writing
and employment for youth ages 14-21. For more information call 727-441-9430 or register online at powerfulyoungadults.org

Emanuel Stewart, principal during the
tstate championship basketball season 1966-67.

Perhaps nothing energized
the school and the community
like the 1966-67 basketball team.
During that memorable season
Gibbs became the first black
school to compete against white
schools. Fred Dyles was the
coach, Charles Manning his
assistant. emanuel Stewart, who
helped break other racial barriers
in St. Petersburg, was principal.
The frequent starters were elbert
Crumb, Stepney Johnson, Leon
Waller, Thomas Daly and Jerome
Hillsman. Together they created a
storybook season worthy of a
movie.
They compiled a 27-2 record.
One of St. Petersburg’s most electrifying sports moments took
place on Dec. 30, 1966. In the
final game of a holiday tournament, Gibbs played Clearwater, a
traditionally powerful, historically white up-county school. About

7,500 spectators packed Bayfront
Center. It was said at the time to
be the largest crowd ever to
attend a high school basketball
game in Florida.
The game was “the greatest
show on earth,” wrote the St.
Petersburg Times. Gibbs won 7066, beating back a desperate
Clearwater rally. Afterward,
players shook hands. Some
embraced.
A few weeks later,
Gibbs won the state championship for 2A schools, then the
largest high school classification.
Congratulatory telegrams poured
in, including messages from
other schools such as Dixie
Hollins,
Clearwater
and
Northeast.
Again, Gibbs had done its
community proud — and this
time, its community was all of
Pinellas County.

children with a savings account in
their name rank almost 9 percent
higher in math scores than those
without and the amount of money
saved does not make much of a difference.
Furthermore, children with
savings accounts in their names
were found to be seven times more
likely to attend college shortly after
graduating high school than those
without accounts.
Granted, some of this success
may be attributed to children
whose savings accounts are filled
with money from well-to-do
parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents who can help pay for
college. However, the lessons that
can be learned and the habits that
can be formed by opening a
savings account for a child – even
if there isn’t much money to
deposit – should not be underestimated.
Child r en w ith s avin g s
accounts have a vested interested
in learning about how interest rates
work. They learn about financial
discipline and patience when they
save up their money for something
they want.

They learn about the cost of
living and the importance succeeding in school so they can qualify
for jobs that can provide a better
standard of living.
Also, children with savings
accounts will have a free option for
cashing paychecks once they start
working and they can begin establishing good credit.
Visit your bank and find out
what options they have for
children’s savings accounts. If you
do not have a banking relationship
yourself, now may be the perfect
time to start one.
Several banks participate in
the Bank on St. Pete program
which offers accounts even for
adults with no or low minimum
opening balances or fees, and most
offer second-chance programs for
customers with a troubled banking
past.
Visit www.BankonStPete.com
to learn more about the Bank on St.
Pete options, and while you’re
there look in to starting a savings
account for your child to help them
begin building their financial
future.

Please suPPOrT Our aDVerTIsers

Saturday, June 16 — A community fund raiser yard sale
will be held this at Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Avenue
S. from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the lawn behind Enoch Center.
A lunch special includes hot dog, chips and water for $2.
The sale is sponsored by Golden Generations and the
Enoch Davis Senior Advisory Council. Proceeds will help
pay for completion of a commemorative quilt honoring the
30-year history of the Enoch Davis Center. The quilt will
become part of the historical art pieces at the center.
Saturday, June 16 — Gulfport Little League Family Fun
Day will take place at the Gulfport Little League (Lum) Field
1820 55th St. S. from 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Join us for a
morning and afternoon of fun for the whole family! Contact:
Sharon at 727-557-6349
Saturday, June 23 — The next meeting of the Howard W.
Blake High School Class of 1961 Alumni Club will be held
at 1 p.m. and ALL class members are encouraged to
attend. The meeting will take place at the Golden Corral
Restaurant, 11801 No. 56th Street (Fowler Avenue and N.
56th Street), Temple Terrace. For more information, please
call 813-899-1833.
Ongoing – The Public Housing Site-Based Wait Lists is
OPEN! SPHA is accepting applications for the PUBLIC
HOUSING site-based wait lists for Disston Place,
Romayne Apartments, Gateway Place, Clearview Park
and Sunset Oaks, for persons qualified for 2 bedroom
occupancy ONLY. Applications will be available on this
website and at the following locations on June 12: Sunset
Oaks Management Office, 4888 21st Ave. N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33713 Public Libraries: Main Library,
3745 9th Ave. N., St. Petersburg; Mirror Lake branch,
280 5th St. N., St. Petersburg; and at the James Weldon
Johnson branch, 1059 18th Avenue S, St. Petersburg.
www.stpeteha.org
Ongoing - Can you spare just two hours a week to help a
senior in need? Neighborly Care Network needs volunteer
drivers to help deliver Meals on Wheels to the frail and
homebound. For more information about volunteer opportunities, please call 727-573-9444, ext 291

Please
support Our
advertisers

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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BEYOND THE BAY
Political
Capital
by Gayle Andrews
Rick Scott Is All About
Purging FAMU Too
Dean Colson, the Chairman of Florida’s state
university system Board of Governors congratulated 8 Florida A & M University Board of Trustees
for following his directive.
Last week, Colson wrote a terse letter to the
BOT demanding that FAMU President Dr. James
Ammons be held “accountable.” Well, a majority
of the board did just that by following Colson’s
demand, essentially saying Ammons had not done
enough.
Ammons, in his usual stoic manner, said he got
the message and would continue to work hard to
improve the university. Many Alumni commented
on how it took a certain type of person to sit through
two days of that board meeting. But Ammons
knew what he signed up for, after all leading
FAMU is in a genre all its own.
The Robert Champion hazing tragedy has
plagued the nation’s top HBCU for 7 months. And
interestingly enough BOG Chairman Colson has a
great deal of experience with this kind of horror but
has a whole different approach to prescribing directives to university presidents, especially FAMU.
Colson served on the board of trustees of the
University of Miami for 10 years when UM student
Chad Meredith died in what a jury said was a fraternity hazing episode in 2001.
Meredith had a .13 blood alcohol level when he
and two leaders of Kappa Sigma, the fraternity he
was pledging tried to swim across Lake Osceola.
The fraternity members did not help Meredith
when he flailed in the water and cried out for help.
They made it but Chad drowned 34 feet from shore.
The Florida legislature passed the Chad
Meredith anti hazing law in 2005, while Colson
was Chairman of the UM board of trustees.
Colson’s chastising, of the FAMUU BOT and
Ammons, is directed where Rick Scott tells him to
direct it. And he seems to have forgotten the horror

of hazing and its ability to derail a university
mission.
Apparently, the accountably question eluded
him when it came to challenging the leader of his
alma mater, under such grim circumstances.
Maybe it just didn’t occur to him that someone
should be held “accountable.”
FAMU Trustee Dr. Spurgeon McWilliams
called Governor Rick Scott out at the last meeting.
He said Scott was interfering again and dictating to
board members. He was right.
Scott is still angry about thousands of FAMU
students who marched on the governor’s mansion
to keep him from meddling with FAMU. Scott
loves to kick the ant hill.
He is still smarting over his meeting shortly
thereafter with Ammons, former State Senator Al
Lawson and trustee member Marjorie Turnbull
where he tried to force Ammons to “take a paid
leave” That didn’t work at all.
Ammons efforts to root out hazing while maintaining the university mission has been hampered
by the piling on of investigations that have nothing
to do with Robert Champions death. Rick Scott
uses FDLE as if it were the secret police that he sics
on those who defy him. The Florida Supreme Court
is having that experience right now.
FAMU was on the verge of collapse when
Ammons took over. It’s amazing that he has
managed to restore accreditation to many of the
schools, present three consecutive years of clean
audits while maintaining the university status as the
nation’s top HBCU and one of 15 of the most
popular universities in the country.
Rick Scott is so unpopular it’s remarkable that
Colson and certain trustee members follow the man
and still hold their heads up. But then again Scott
doesn’t follow the rules and of course the rules are
always different for FAMU.

Eric Prah Wins 2012 Student
Academy Award

Eric Prah

LOS ANGELES — Ringling
College of Art and Design
graduate Eric Prah has won a
Student Academy Award in
Animation Sciences for his senior
thesis animation, “My Little
Friend” from the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts.
Prah, who majored in
computer animation, graduated
this spring. Ringling College
students have won eight Student
Academy Awards in the past 10
years, as well as the most consecutive Student Academy Awards
since the awards began in 1973,
with four awards from 2005 to
2008.
Prah is one of 10 students
from nine U.S. colleges and universities who were selected as
winners in the Academy of
M o tion P ictu r e A rts and
Sciences’ 39th Annual Student
Academy Awards competition.
“It’s really exciting to know
that my animated short is being
considered among the best in the
country, but it’s even more
exciting to hear that so many

Jerusalem Not A Safe Haven
For African Immigrants
JERUSALEM (GIN) — An
early morning arson attack on the
home of African asylum seekers
from Eritrea marked an upsurge in
hostilities towards Africans by
Israeli citizens.
D o zens o f f o r eig ner s ,
including families with children,
lived in the building where the fire
broke out on Jaffa Road - one of
the city’s central arteries. Four
residents suffered burns and
smoke inhalation. Graffiti in
Hebrew sprayed on the building
read: “Get out of the neighborhood.”
Arson attacks were also
reported in Tel Aviv and last
month, after several homes and a
kindergarten were firebombed. In
Eilat, an African hotel employee
was beaten by Israeli beach-goers.
Two weeks ago, Israeli youths in
southern Tel Aviv smashed storefront windows in a refugee neighborhood, police said.
While officially condemning
the violence, the government

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
A state appeals court has upheld
the involuntary manslaughter
conviction of a white former San
Francisco Bay Area transit police
officer in the fatal shooting of an
unarmed black man on an
Oakland train station platform.
The 1st District Court of
Appeal on Friday affirmed the
conviction of Johannes Mehserle
in the shooting death of Oscar
Grant at the Fruitvale Bay Area
Rapid Transit station on New
Year’s Day 2009 - an incident
that continues to spark outcry and
has led to violent protests.
The court rejected all of
Mehserle’s arguments, including
allegations that there was insufficient evidence supporting his
conviction and that a Los
Angeles Superior Court judge
did not properly instruct jurors,
the Oakland Tribune reported.
“That is good news; we are
happy to know that it has been
upheld,” Grant’s uncle, Cephus
‘Uncle Bobby’ Johnson, told the
newspaper Friday. “Hopefully,
the system will work all the way
through because I am sure the
defense will appeal it all the way
to the Supreme Court.”
Mehserle’s attorneys have
indicated that they will likely take
their case to the state Supreme
Court.
Mehserle, 30, was released
last year after serving a two-year

continued from front page

people want to watch it. Every
time someone watches my film
and genuinely laughs out loud I
start to get the feeling that I did
something really worthwhile,”
Prah said.
Winners met in Los Angeles
for a week of industry activities
culminating in the awards
ceremony on June 9 at the Samuel
Goldwyn Theater in Beverly
Hills. Prah was awarded Bronze
Award in the animation category.
Prah is from Plainfield, New
Jersey, and begins working at
Blue Sky Studios in Connecticut
this month. He was a National
Achievement Scholarship winner
in 2008, won a Juror’s Award in
the Best of Core Show at

Ringling in 2009, and his animations have been featured in the
‘Best of Ringling’ in 2010, 2011,
and 2012.
His short film was selected to
p lay at th e 2 0 12 Tor o n to
Animation Arts Festival
International and was also
screened at the Gene Siskel Film
Center in Chicago.
“It’s definitely inspirational,
and I can’t wait to see what kind
of filmmaking opportunities I’ll
have in the future,” Prah said.
Er ic’s f ilm, “M y Little
Friend” may be may be viewed at
the Academy web site under the
‘Student Academy Awards’ link
at www.oscars.org.

seemed to share the antiimmigrant fervor with talk of
deporting or imprisoning refugees.
One lawmaker called on Israeli
soldiers to shoot any refugees
attempting to cross the border with
Egypt.
Meeting with his party
members Sunday, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu pledged to
complete a steel fence that stands
16 feet tall and spans 150 miles

along the Israeli-Egyptian border;
to speed up construction of a
massive detention facility able to
hold up to 10,000 immigrants; and
to step up efforts to deport foreigners.
Some 60,000 Africans who
sought refuge in Jerusalem now
face prosecution under a new law
allowing authorities to detain
illegal migrants for up to three
years.

Justice for Oscar Grant

AIDS

Images from animation “My Little Friend”

A large group of South Sudan refugees gather in Tel Aviv to
Protest against the Israeli immigration policy.

“So when we tell you that
there is a disease out there that
affects any type of population in
any type of community, we are
getting the information that is
sent to us from a system that
works pretty good [sic].”
Ross laid down startling statistics meant to open eyes.
• One out of every 50 black
people in the State of Florida is
HIV positive.
• Black women made up 72
percent of new cases of HIV last
year.
“I don’t know what that
means to you guys, but to me that
means genocide ... elimination of
a race, and that is exactly what
could happen to black people.”
Since the amount of black
people in America is so small,
and the white race outnumbers
them by more than five times, one
might think that there would be
more cases of AIDS in the white

Mural of Oscar Grant

prison sentence.
The shooting became a flashpoint of civil unrest in Oakland
after several passengers on the
train recorded Mehserle shooting
an unarmed Grant, 22, in the
back. The incident was repeatedly shown on television and on the
Internet around the world.
In 2010, Mehserle’s highprofile murder trial was relocated
to Los Angeles, after a judge in
Oakland determined that an
impartial jury could not be seated
in Alameda County. During his
trial, Mehserle tearfully testified
that he mistakenly drew his gun
instead of his Taser when he
fatally shot Grant.
The shooting continues to
spark outcry as occasional
protests have turned violent.
More than 150 people were
arrested in Oakland hours after
Mehserle’s 2010 sentencing.
During arguments to the state

appeals court in San Francisco to
overturn Mehserle’s conviction,
attorney Dylan Schaffer argued
that the L.A. judge who presided
over the murder trial should have
allowed defense attorneys to
present evidence showing that
another officer in Kentucky had
made a mistake similar to
Mehserle.
H o w e v e r, t h e c o u r t
disagreed.
“This court is not blind to the
stress and danger of police
service, but neither can we ignore
established California law of
involuntary manslaughter,”
Appeals Court Judge James
Marchiano wrote in the decision.
“We conclude there is sufficient
evidence from which the jury
could legitimately have found
that defendant acted with the
requisite criminal negligence to
support his conviction for involuntary manslaughter.”

population.
Wrong.
Some factors that makes this
disease so deadly for black
people is that they have a
tendency to live together in closeknit groups. This causes the
infection to travel from person to
person more quickly.
Ross explains that the white
population can recover from the
disease because there is so many
of them, but it’s possible that the
black race may not.
The next factor is the amount
of the virus that is already there.
Ross explains this as “prevalence.” Again, the reason for this
is because black people have a
tendency to live in small communities.
“In the black community you
could go out tonight and have a
one night stand, not use a condom
— nine times out of 10 you will
become HIV positive. In the
white community it may take 10
times for that to happen,” Ross
asserts.

This is due to the prevalence
of the virus in the black
community, which we have no
control over. What everyone has
control over is the amount of
stigma the disease carries, and the
lack of education about it.
Ross stressed that knowledge
is power as he proceeded to
empower the room with the most
up-to-date information.
He explained facts from the
different types of test available
and how long it takes to detect the
virus in a person, to how doctors
determine how to individualize
each patient’s medication.
The knowledge is out there
for all those who seek it. Keeping
silent about the disease only helps
prorogate it. The sooner the
stigma is dropped, the sooner the
disease will stop ravaging its way
through the African-American
community.
“We have got to remove the
stigma, talk about it, and educate
the peop le, ” K ickligh ter
concluded.
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By PhilliP haywood
sPecial to the
challenger
st. PetersBUrg – if you
were born and raised in st.
Petersburg, then you are well aware
of the rich sports tradition at gibbs
high school. they have produced
nFl players, professional boxers,
and Major league Baseball
players.
their track program was decent
back in the 1980s with derek
walker and Kevin gordon, who at
one point and time set records in
the 100, 200 and 400 meters, but
there hasn’t been activity since
then.
enter anthony givins, who
comes from a pedigree of athletes.
his father was an outstanding
athlete in his own right, and of
course, his brother ernest givins
sustained a 12 year nFl career
with the houston oilers and the
Jacksonville Jaguars.
givins took over the track
program around 2000, but until
recently, the gladiators had never
won a district track championship.

they have always had the
talent, but according to givins it is
hard to get guys to come out.
since the 2005 season, the
gladiators have put together a nice
string of district runner-up performances, but never seem to reach
the plateau until this season.
this season they accomplished
a district track title and a region
runner-up. the primary reason
they fared so well was because they
had trayvon Bromell, the top
sprinter in Pinellas county.
Bromell has rewritten the
record books at gibbs with his
smashing performances throughout
the track season. Bromell outran
his competitors to win the Pinellas
county athletic conference meet
in the 100 and 200 meters, and was
named the MVP.
Bromell’s other accolades
include the ed wells invitational
MVP in the 100 and 200 meters,
and a first place finish at the
regional meet and second in the
200.
recently he participated in the
Prestigious golden south track
meet in which he finished third in

Trayvon Bromell and Coach Anthony Givens

the 100 meters with a time of 10.39,
and a time of 21.3 in the 200.
not only does Bromell get it in
on the track, but he also proficient
in the classroom, maintaining a 3.0
gPa.
currently he is being recruited
by some of the top programs in the
country such as texas a&M, lsU,
UK, FiU and oregon, to name a
few. he is also being recruited as a

football player by wVa, clemson
and nebraska.
with guys like Bromell who is
a senior in the fall and former stars
such as Jarvis west (iowa
state/wr), Kevin williams (aFl)
Jerrell
young
(UsF/
and
Jacksonville Jaguars) have all contributed to the resurrection of the
track program under the tutelage of
anthony givins.
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Bernard Reedy Jr.,
Making His Mark
At The Univ. Of Toledo
By PhilliP haywood
sPecial to the challenger
st. PetersBUrg — how do
you allow a talented young man who
amassed over 3,000 yards of total
offense and 36 touchdowns as a high
school senior to leave the state of
Florida?
Many football fans have asked
that question.
Bernard reedy Jr. was listed as
one of the top 100 athletes in the
country during his senior year
according to the website rivals.com,
which is a nationwide scouting
service that rates perspective football
players.
reedy was highly recruited by
Florida’s big three (UF, FsU, UM). if
you are into statistics, they could have
taken him anywhere.
however,
reedy found a school that would put
his talents to work immediately.
the University of toledo is no
stranger when it comes to recruiting
football players in Pinellas county.
steve Jones, the first africanamerican football player at dixie
hollins before integration, received a
scholarship from the rockets around
1965.
reedy started four games as a true
freshman in 2010, and he caught five
passes. in 2011 he started all 13
games as a wide receiver. he also
increased his production by pulling in
40 passes for 758 yards and 9 touchdowns, while averaging 19 yards per
catch.
reedy had several career games
with three touchdowns against the air
Force academy in the Military Bowl,
in which he was named the game’s
MVP. he also had a six reception
game against Bowling green. he had
several games where he topped the
100 yard plateau in receiving yardage.
in a recent interview with reedy

he said, “i am looking to catch 65
passes and go over the 1,000 yard
mark.” i also plan to be a factor in the
return game as well.”
he went on to say, “i am no longer
the frail looking guy i was when i got
here, i have put on about twenty
pounds of muscle. the transition from
high school to college has been very
smooth.”
coming
from
sunny
st.
Petersburg posed challenges to reedy.
“Playing in inclement weather such as
the snow took some getting used to,”
he said. with his record, he obviously
conquered any weather issues.
coach Matt campbell is continually raving about the talents of reedy.
during the spring game reedy caught
7 passes for 150 yards. “reedy will be
an intricate part of our offense on the
outside,” campbell said.
reedy has been deemed one of
the most dangerous receivers in the
Mid-american athletic conference.
Florida’s loss is ohio’s gain.

The Gulfport Pirates
are Ready To Serve
By PhilliP haywood
sPecial to the
challenger
st. PetersBUrg — over
30 years ago, there were few
options kids had to choose from
when they thought about playing
youth league football. Usually,
most kids played for the organization that was closest to their neighborhood.
today they have a multitude
of options to choose from. youth
Football organizations are coming
into the impoverished areas of st.
Pete and taking kids away by the
van loads.
the gulfport Pirates are the
new kids on the block. For a new
organization to pop up is a surprise
to some. But, the Pirates have done
their homework with the demographics in the area they serve.
here’s an inside look at the
organization with a quick Q&a
session with vice president david
Mccullough and the commissioner anthony hart.
wc: what made you all start
a new organization?
gP: the need and desire to
serve more kids in an unlimited
weight sports program, which
would better prepare them for high
school sports. there’s also the
opportunity for mentorship and
tutoring.
wc: why start up an organization in gulfport?
gP: there has never been a
football and cheerleading league
here.
wc: where did the finances
come from to start the Pirates
organization?
gP: constant fundraisers and
gracious donations, and great
sponsorships.
wc: where will the games be
held?
gP: Boca ciega high school

Gulfport Pirates
flag-football

wc: how much are the fees
for the players and cheerleaders?
gP: Flag football (ages 4-6) is
$80, and tackle football (ages 7-14)
is $120. those prices include personalized compression jersey. also
cheerleaders (ages 4-14) is $160
(bow to toe).
wc: how has the involvement and support of the
community been?
gP: exceptional community
support, a special thanks goes out
to the governing body of the city
of gulfport, Police chief rob
Vincent and staff, Bchs Principal
Mike Vigue along with coach
Brinson, coach henson and staff
wc: who was instrumental
in coming up with the uniform
look?
gP:
Brian taylor (c4
demolition gear)
in case you’re wondering how
the Pirates are going to come up
with the numbers to draw from
their neighborhood, here are some
hardcore statistics compiled from
the 2010 census that put the
numbers in perspective:
Pinellas county – 89,000
children between ages of 5-14
gulfport – over 1,100 youth
in the same age group
not only is there room for the
gulfport Pirates, but there is room
for others to step on the field.
check out www.gulfportpirates.com for more information.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

by The Word of Faith church Inc.

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Service Times and Schedules

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

REv. DR. WAyNE G. ThomPSoN,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

EvEry TuEsday-Thursday FrOM 10 aM - 2 PM
cOME and gET a bag OF FOOd OncE a MOnTh

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00

Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Promote Your ChurCh!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Call for advertising rates today!
727-896-2922
Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor
Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Church School .........................................Sunday 9:00 AM

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service ....................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bible Study.......................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GEnESiS
WoRSHiP
CEntER
CHuRCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

sERvICEs
sunday

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

United for Christ

10th street Church Of God

Friendship

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Bro. robert Smith

Sunday morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday ................................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.

Promote Your
ChurCh!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock

of

Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To God Be the Glory for
the Things He has Done!
On behalf of Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., and the Friendship
family, thank you Saint Pete
community for helping us
celebrate our joyous 84th
Church Anniversary. The Ship
could not have done it without
your support and love for our
church. We are grateful.
VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL
Heaven’s
Kitchen
is
coming to Friendship!
July 23 – 27, at 7 p.m.
nightly.

We cordially invite families
to come and discover all
powerful ingredients needed
for nourishing a healthy soul,
body and mind. Interested,
please contact the Church
Office at 727-906-8300, Sister
Sharon Wilson, Dean of
Christian Education.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45

a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Our group’s
book of study: MARK. Come
join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 p.m., Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Fla. 33712. Our
telephone number is 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
June 15 and 16 – Our
Minister of Music, K. Bernard
Parrott, will be celebrating 40
years in music ministry. A
service will be held 7 p.m.
Friday the 15, at First Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg.
Guest speaker will be Bishop
Rudolph McKissick, Jr. of
Jacksonville, FL. Saturday the
16th, join us at Mt. Zion for a
free WORD & WORKshop,
led by Master Instructor, David
L. Allen of Winston-Salem,
NC. This workshop is for
everyone in music ministry;
and will be followed by a FREE
concert at 5 p.m.
June 16 –– 9 a.m. Breakfast
with Dad Father’s Day
Celebration. RSVP Required.
June 17 – One80 Teen
Service will be held in the
youth chapel “Make it Rain”
will be our theme for the month
of June. Please come and join
us.

NOW – August 16 – FREE
Summer Voluntary Pre-K
Program. Is your child going to
be 4 years old before
September 1? They may be
eligible. For more information,
contact Mt. Zion Children’s
Center at 727-894-1612. Space
is limited.
June 20 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.,
we have an in-depth interactive
discussion on the sermon from
the previous Sunday.
June 25–30 Vacation Bible
Study will be taking place and
our theme for 2012 is National
Park.
June 30 – Recruitment Day
for Mt. Zion Marching Band.
We are seeking youth interested
in joining the band. No experience necessary! Learn how to
play drums, horn instruments,
and dance routines. Please join
us 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Mt
Zion Band House located at
1022
20th
Street
S.
Refreshments will be provided.

Tuesday evenings from 6 –
7:15 p.m., on the 2nd floor, our
Health & Wellness Ministry
presents “Faithful Fitness.”
Join us for tips to making
healthy choice, increase your
activity level, and cooking
demonstrations.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church
office.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
June 2012
June 12-15 - District Sunday
School and BTU Congress

hosted by Union M. B. C.
June 15 - Church Women
United meeting at St. Mark at
9:30 a.m.
June 17 - Father’s Day
Celebration (Women of the
Church in Charge)
June 23 - The Senior Women
of South Florida Baptist
Association will host their first
“Annual Women in Yellow
Fellowship” at St. Mark at 3:00
p.m.
June 24 - St. Mark
Celebration to Honor all
Graduates from High School
and College
June 25 - PIZZA Ministry
Also at St. Mark ….
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are
invited to come out and study
the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays (During
the School Year)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Promote Your ChurCh!
Call for advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

Women’s Conference
Source Of All Comfort
Come and experience the awesomeness of God through
His Healing, Deliverance, Forgiveness, Salvation and Love.
There will be workshops for
teens, single women, married women and pastors’ wives.
Registration cost:
Teens - $25 (after June 15 - $30)
Adults - $50 (after June 15 - $55)
Thursday, June 21 –
Registration and Meet and Greet from 6-8 p.m.
Friday, June 22 –
Registration, continental breakfast, workshops, lunch, general assembly
Saturday, June 23 –
Continental Breakfast, Testimonies, Raw But Real, lunch, general assembly
Saturday Evening, June 23 at 6 p.m. —
Dinner Theatre open to public (ticketed event)

Come enjoy “BELEVIN”
A live production of human tragedy and personal loss
experienced by a man who had once given his life to Christ.
Event takes place at Gateway Christian Center
located at 4355 Central Ave., St. Petersburg.
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