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NCA Cave Talk
NATIONAL

BARBARA MUNSON, Coordinator
Route 9. Box 106
McMinnville, TN 37110

CAVES ASSOCIATION

(6IS)

668-3925

May 24, 1985

Many of our members already know of the death of H. L. (Andy)
Anderson April 23rd following a short illness.
Andy served as
President of the NCA in 1975 and 1976, represented the NCA at
a number of national tourism meetings, served as host for the
two NCA Annual Meetings held at LAKE SHASTA CAVERNS, and, most
of all, Andy was a special friend to all of us who knew him.
We extend our sympathy to Ginny, his family, and his associates
at LAKE SHASTA.
Andy and Ginny had, several months ago, moved
from their residence at the Cave to 2150 Angie Place, Redding,
California 96001.
We have all lost a good friend.

INFORMATION

RXCHANGE ••••• The Eureka Springs Chamber of Commerce made 700 "Tourism
WorkS For America
buttons for all area tourism industry workers
to wear during National Tourism Week. Muriel Schmidt, of ONYX
CAVE PARK, picked up the information about the Badge A Minute
equipment from BLUESPRING CAVERNS' Bob Armstrong during one of
our NCA Meetings.
ll

AFTER LABOR DAY SCHOOL OPENING ••••• Coloradians are attempting another effort to
pass a law creating a uniform starting date for public schools
after failing by one vote.
Word is that the fight will continue
as long as it is necessary to get the law.
IN PHlNT ••••••••••• FANTASTIC CAVERNS has done it again - with a five page article,
"Your First Group Frp.e at Ozarks Auto Show", in the April/May
Bus Tours Magazine!
Five photos, including one color, mention
FANTASTIC CAVERNS. Shepherd of the Hills has established a list
of clients among the motor coach operators who include the area
in their plans.
By offering these operators a free tour of FANTASTIC
CAVERNS for their first group, they felt they had everything
to gain and nothing to lose.
If you want to know more about
this idea, why don't you contact Mark Trimble of Wayne McCord
at Shepherd of the Hills Farm, Branson, MO 65616 or Russ Campbell
at FANTASTIC CAVERNS, Rt. 20, Box 1935, Springfield, MO 65803.
The May NBS NEWS has an interesting article by Bob Crisman, "Pioneering: Cave Restoration At Carlsbad Caverns National Park."
Xerox copies
Southern
Magazine

of either article

can be obtained

from

Indiana NCA member caves were mentioned
"l'landerIndiana
article.

the NCA office.

in a Bus Tours

II

An Associated Press article about ICE CAVES and the Candelarias
received national distribution
in April.
Dave and Reddy have
heard from friends allover
the U. S. who saw the article.
NT

A 85 .•...••.••• National

Tour Association

Convention

- Reno, Nevada

- Nov.

11-15.

.
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CAVE FOR SALE

ECONOMIC

Wonderland Cave, Bella Vista, Arkansas (three miles east of
Bentonville).
Property would include 28 acres.
Contact Charity
Linebarger George, 1319 Fitch Way, Sacramento, CA 95684. phone:
916-484-7524.

IMPACT ••••March 1985 on balance appeared to be a good month in the Show
Cave business.
Eight A reports indicated increases which ranged
from a high of 47% to a low of 7.10% and averaged 23.75%.
There
were five B reports ranging from a high of 50.40% to a low of
1.17% and averaging 31.11%.
Eight C reports had increases ranging
from a high of 59.00% to 5.00% and averaging 28.46%.
"Better
weather" - "early spring break" - "best March we have ever had"
and "good business most of the winter
were among the reasons
for the increases.
On the minus side two A's reported decreases
of .07% to 17.00% which averaged 8.54%.
One B reported a decrease
of 40.00% because of "snow".
One C reported a decrease at 10.80%
and the reason given was "closed two days per week."
Four "closed"
reports were received.
II

NEW MANAGER •••••••• Roger L. Lefebvre has been named Manager at LAKE SHASTA CAVERNS.
Roger and his wife, Hendrika "Henny", have been with the organization
for some time.
PUERTO

RICAN DEVELOPMENT ••••• Russ and Jeanne Gurnee have completed the development
and restoration of Cueva Clara de Empalme (a part of the Rio
Camuy system) in Puerto Rico.
It included developing the cave
interior, making a walkway and shelter in a 4l0-foot-deep
sinkhole,
and building a bridge and vehicle trail in tropical rainforest
near the cave mouth.
The Puerto Rican government will continue
the job from here--completing
the three buildings on the surface:
administration,
restaurant and ticketing/theater.
Jack Burch
shared the cave project with the Gurnees; and the day-to-day
work was accomplished with the help of an excellent Puerto Rican
foreman, Angel Vargas.
Jeanne also reports that in the months
since they finished a lovely carpet of Impatiens (red flowers)
has grown along the man-made trail and bridge walls in the ravine
outside the cave.

STEAM TRAIN EXCURSION ••••• SKYLINE CAVERNS entertained the participants
of a state
stearn train excursion on May 18th.
The CAVERNS will also entertain
the National Railroad Historical Society on October 27th. This
will be the group's second visit, having been to SKYLINE in 1983.
Precise logistics are required to transport this very large group
from the trains, across town, through the cave, and back to the
train cars.
SUMMER MUSIC

FESTlVAL ••••• DeSOTO CAVERNS, Childersburg, Alabama, will hold their
6th Annaul Summer Music Festival & Marketplace June 22 & 23.
The festival is a benefit for The Kings Ranch, a home for abused
and abandoned children near Birmingham.

SHOW CAVE EVENTS ...Please let us know about the forthcoming events at your cave so
we can include them on our proposed Calendar of Show Cave Events.
NCA ANNUAL

MEETING

President Joe Waggoner met in April with Richard Mills and James
Ramey of BLANCHARD SPRINGS CAVERNS, who are planning our Oct.
1, 2, & 3rd NCA Convention, and the folks at the Ozark Folk Center,
where we will be staying and where the convention meetings will
be.
This promises to be another great convention in a beautiful
setting. We're expection you to be there.

. . . ".

CAVE:~S WANTE~)
Bermuda Expedition
Bermuda boasts one of the highest concentrations of limestone caves in
the world, offering a unique opportunity for biological and geological
study of these rare and fragile environments.
Dr. Thomas Iliffe, a
Research Associate at the Bermuda Biological Station, is investigating
Bermuda's many caves.
EARTHWATCH, a national volunteer organization, offers the public the
opportunity to join research expeditions to help noted university and
museum faculty accomplish their field work. Founded in 1971 to serve
as a bridge between the public and the scientific community, the
organization has involved over 5000 persons in 30 states and S5 foreign
countries. EARTHWATCH volunteers contribute both their work and funds
to help mobilize these research expeditions.
Volunteers will work closely with specialists to explore for new
caves in a jungle area not far from the Bermuda Biological Station
(BBS). Teams will survey, collect small marine animals, photograph
cave features, determine submarine connections (using dye tracing),
and perform other speleological work.
Teams will bed and board at the BBS, an international oceanographic
station with cottages, laboratories, research vessels, and libraries.
Volunteers will have time to collaborate with the many scientists doing
research there as well as to explore the island, snorkel, scuba-dive,
and photograph the caves.
EARTHWATCH invites participants in the International Congress to share
in an opportunity to collect scientific data invaluable to the
understanding and preservation of Bermuda's natural beauty. For more
information, write or call
EARTH WATCH
10 Juniper Road, Box 127
Belmont, MA 02178
(617) 489-3030

.
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