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Pictograph Cave: 

A Short Analysis 
by Mik e Bilb o 

Edi tor 's Note: t he foll owing was reprin ted from the 
Lubbock Ar ea Grotto Newsl etter, September-October 
1986: 

During an A ugust surv ey t r ip to t he Black Range 
nort h of Kin gston, N.M. , grot to members V ictor Polyak 
and April McDowell visi ted prehistori c pictographs in a 
.. helter ncar a . mall cave. A lt hough most of t he designs 
found were black, the pictographs appear to belong to a 
sty le common to t he area known as Mogol lon Red 
(. 'chaafsma, 1980.) T his sty le of pain t ing was apparent ly 
produced commonly during t he t ime t hat cul t ures in t he 
region werc shif t ing fr om a hunting-gathering base to 
one that was more reli ant on agri cult ure, approximately 
:300 B.C., known as t he Late A rchaic. 

Schaafsma states t hat t his is a st.y le peculi ar, more 
or les', t.o the Gil a region. Other eviuence, however 
(Bi lbo, 1982), suggest.· t hat M ogoll o ll Red is an earl y 
widespread ·ty le, possib ly occurrin g from Nor t.hern Mex
ico up t.o an area encompassed by the Gi la. J have 
Il oticed scveral si t.es in t he southern New Mexico/ West 
T exas region t hat are of t his " M ogoll on R.ed" style, 
whi ch were both pain ted and pecked on rock surfaces. 

Of special not.e is t hat a minera.I a.ccretion of ca.l
ciulll carbonate covers some of t he art. If t he rate of 
accret.ion 0 1' growth of t,he layer were known, the ar t 
sty le mi ght be more accurately dated (Bilbo , 1986.) 
Whil e t.his ar t probabl y is fr om the Late A rchaic, given 
t.he probable geologicall y slow deposit ion of the calcium 
carbonate, t here is a problem. Apache art is almost 
ident ical to A rchaic styles. 

The reason for this is t.hat Apaches were hunters 
nll d gat,herers on t he Great Plains who never changed t.o 
a.gri cul t ure in prehistory (Bil bo, 1986). As (,hey migrated 
into ew Mexico, perhaps as earl y as 1400 A .D., they 
re-in t.roduced t,he A rchaic style. T he same problem is 
t,rue in ot.her aspects: Apache campsi t.es are ident ical to 
A rchaic campsit,es unle a trade bead, brass button 0 1' 

met.al arrowhead is found. The Apaches may have been 
n,ble t.o read some of t,he Arc haic ar t fr om 1,500 years 
earli er , whil e not nece saril y knowing the meaning of 
lat,er prehistori c pueblo 0 1' agri cul t ural ar t. 

The meaning of t he motifs is not, known. Figure 1 
a.ppears to be some t.ype of quadruped, perhaps a moun
t.aill sheep. \. igure 2 is one of t he motifs t,hat recurs fr om 
Earl y t,o Lat.e A rchaic and is considered to be a very 
cOlllm on i tem (if we st.udy Apache ar t styles and mean
ill eTS, i t may be possible t,o infer some in terpretations for 
t. he A rchaic art,.) Figure 3 i somet.hing that got me to 
t. hinking about, t.he Apache problem, I t has some calcium 
carbonat.e deposi t fr agments, but perhaps t he calciu m 
grows faster t han is t.hought,. It " looks" Apache. By the 
W:1)' t he Ap'lche in t hi - case woul d have been t he Warm 
Sprin gs Apache, most famous for a great war leader a.nd 
hero. V ictori o. 
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Minutes: Winter BOG 
by Andy G. Grubbs 

The 1987 Texas Speleological Association winter 
Board of Governors meeting was held Jan. 24 in the 
Freeman Aquatic Building, SWTSU, San Marcos. 

The meeting was called to order by Brian Burton, 
TSA chair, at 5 p.m. Twenty-two members were present. 
I. Treasurer's Report 

Johanna Reece gave the treasurer's report, stating 
that the current balance was $2,946.48. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and amended. Linda 
Palit moved that they be approved . Bill Elliott 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

II. Committee Reports 
1. Conservation: A.G. Grubbs stated that correspon

dence had been received from cavers in other 
regions, asking for information about Austin's 
watershed protection ordinance . . Mike Walsh sug
gested that the TSA support the proposed cave law 
and asked for funds to help distribute copies of it to 
legislators. 

2. Publications: Jay Jorden and Dale Pate gave the 
report. Dale stated that the December issue of the 
TC was being printed. He also said that he has 
about 40 boxes of back issues and needed a place to 
store them. Since he has the back issues, Dale said 
that he is the person to contact for anyone who 
missed copies of the TC. Jay stated that th~ Febru
ary Caver was about ready, and that anyone who 
had a late trip or accident report should get them in 
as soon as possible. 

3. Safety: Jay Jorden gave the report. He has a draft 
copy of the new NCRC manual. There was discus
sion on having a practice rescue session sometime. 

4. TPWD Liaison: Mike Walsh reported that the per
mit to work on Gorman Falls had been renewed for 
1987; it will take another year or two to finish the 
work there. Sometime in April or May, there may 
be a TSA project on the Sergeant Ranch, a 6,500-
acre ranch near Brackettville just acquired by 
TP&W. TP&W returned a signed copy of the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the TSA; 
Brian Burton signed it at the meeting. Mike Walsh 
resigned as chairman of the TP&W Liaison Com
mittee; he nominated Jim Beall for the position. 
Linda Palit seconded; approval was unanimous. 

5. Logo Committee: Jay Jorden reports that there is 
about $380 in the bank, drawing interest. Decals are 
coming. John Spence has the remaining 30-40 TSA 

patches. T-shirts will be printed soon . The Logo 
Committee has recouped the original investment by 
TSA and is now happily running in the black . 

6. My Mommy Was a Caver: Mary Standifer is in Aus
tralia trying to sell My Mommy Was a Caver there . 
Other copies can be had in Austin. 

7. Shelter Committee: Johanna Reece said that a new 
16- by 16-foot wall tent with a rain fiy costs $1,100. 
A used Army GP tent of the same size is $395.00. 
Discussion about what we really need followed. Used 
funeral tents and very large tarps were suggested ; 
the discussion ended when Dale moved to table it 
and we moved into old business. 

III. Old Business 
Linda Palit moved to approve $350.00 for the TSA 
Shelter Committee, to be spent on a suitable shelter . 
Jay Jorden seconded the motion . Bill Mixon volun
teered to store it. The motion passed unanimously . 

N. New Business 
1. Texas Caver: Dale Pate stated that he would sell 

sets of old issues at a reduced price in an effort to 
clear out the excess that needed to be stored . Mike 
Walsh pointed out that these old issues are a very 
valuable part of the TSA's heritage. Bill Elliott sug
gested that we give sets to all the grottos. Bill 
Mixon offered to store them. Cutting down the press 
run as a way to limit the surplus was suggested. 
Johanna Reece stated that for the last two years, 
the average cost of printing and mailing the Texas 
Caver has been $371.00 per issue. 

2. Bat Conservation International: Bill Elliott raised 
the question of the TSA purchasing a membership 
in BCI. He suggested that spending $50 or $100 
would show our support for bat conservation . Wil
liam Russell asked about student rates . Rod Goke 
questioned the appropriateness, saying that he and 
many other members of the TSA were already 
members of BCI and that, since there is no mechan
ism for institutional members, that this was really 
just a donation. Bill Elliott stated that TSA could 
give BCI $100 because we had $3,000 and only 
needed $600 for the Texas Caver. It was pointed 
out, however, that the c costs about $2 ,300 per 
year. Bill Elliott moved that TSA buy a supporting 
membership in BCI for $50. Dan King seconded and 
it was passed . And it was suggested that BCI get a 
reciprocal membership in TSA. 

3. Terry Holsinger stated that the Spring TSA Con
vention would probably be at Cave-Without-a
Name on April 11-12 . 

4. Bill Elliott moved to adjourn . Allan Cobb seconded . 


