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FIEHEY CAVE, PORTAGE, ALASKA 



CAtE ' IRAl l  CF EVENTS 

r:?vcnber 19 Glacier Grotto fLeeting. F'cet.i'~:% a r e  h e l d  i n  r o o a  312 Grant ~ ~ 1 1 ,  ,?115ka P a c i f i c  ~Jniversity 3: 
7:L3 pn. 

E e c e ~ b ~ r  I f  rlcifr Grotto Meeting. Fleet ings arc h e l d  i n  r731. 312 Grant Y a l l  , A1 a5L.a P a c i f i c  I l l l iversit: ,  : 
J : 3 D  p i .  The pr0gr211 11Jll be a11 N S 5  sl ide s h n  on ibc C-3 Expedition i n t o  FloyDS'r3 Coll ir~.;  
Crystal Zavc,  Kentucky. 

J a n u z r y 2 1  T i a c f e r  Grotto F:eetlng. f'?et.inqs ar t  held o n  the  t h i r d  f loor  o f  Grant Hal?.  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  
P l j v .  a t  7:30 pn. L 

Febebruzry 18 S T a c ~ e r  G r o X t  t!cetjng. fleet;lr-ri are hc l f l  on t i - e  t h i r d  floor o f  G r a n t  tI311,  Alaska P a c i f i c  
I:?iversi:y a t  7:30 pn. The p r o F a n  w i l l  b e  an 1:55 slZ dc s h o i f .  

t ' a r c h l 8  Glac ie rGro t t .oMee! ing .  f:sctings a re  h c l d o n t h c t h i r d  f l o o r o f G r a n t H a l l , A l a s k a P a c i f i c  
C n i v .  at 7:30 pn. 

J p r i l  1 5  G l a c i c r  Grotto l 'ect ing. l.'?etings are  h?Td on t h e  t h i r d  f l c o r  o f  C r a n t  Pa l l ,  A l a s k a  P a c 7 f i c  
Y r ~ i v e r s i t j .  a t  7:30 pn. The p r o g - x i  \ r i l l  be an ti55 sl rdri rhon. 

June 27-July ! r!SS Convention i n  Bend GreTon. Don" m i s s  the Canvrntion t h a t  f s and r-rf 11 be 
one t o  Alaska Tn year5. Plans  a r e  i n  the raking f o r  ,In e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h ~  C h i t i  
r7 ght a f  :pr the ConvcnrJon. 

Society. > ~ n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  f ree  t o  nenbers. Wnbership dues are  3 per d n w n  f o r  r e g a l a r  c~nbcrshi? ard  51  
for  fanf ly  s2?bcrship a t  the 52ne address. IMPS can be sent t o  Elizabeth Rockvell a t  2944 Enory st ,  
F 3 r P ? r a g ~ ,  &K 11q5CC. Copyr ight  7991 by GTacfer G r o t t o .  I J 3 t e r i a J  not  copyrighted by i n d i v f d u a l s  or o t h e r  
qrgups nay b c  ccp icd  by o t h e r  !!S5 publications provided credit I s  g i v s n  t o  t h e  JUSYAY CAVER and a copy o f  
such puol  ~catian i s  s e n t  to the cditor.  

Edi to r :  
Richard P311 

7 s b l i s k . r :  
P r h d  ;?311 

G K T - 0  OFFICEFS 
P r ~ s  i dent J T J ~  i u s  P o c k ~ c F  1 
V .  Pr~sidcnt D ? v r d  S t r c e t  
:?crrl:ary F:lcflard Val i 
I*.ctf ng Tre:wrcr L i  z rocb:,:el l 
A t  I-nrgc D;lvid !'ol i 
pa51 ic$ty h r b a r a  Jansen 
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N W B Y  CAVE 

It was only Octokr, but the Autunn of 1980 had been pretty cold so 
f a r  and there hadn't k e n  too much snow, so r ~ e  d e c i d d  to go d m  to 
Byron Glacier on lColmbus Day t o  see i f  w could get -  into any of the 
caves, Rusty W k k ,  Steve Newby, Jay Rmkll ,  and I headed for Portage 
a t  eight in tb mornirg w i t h  n beaut i ful  hoarfrost on all tk trees in 
Anchorage. Once past Potter the  frost disappeared and it k g a n  t o  snow 
l i gh t ly ,  Ps we drove along b a g a i n  .Am t he  treather k a n e  wanner until. 
t he  snow tumed  to sleet. T?E road to Portage Lake was clear, in f a c t  
everythitg was clear;  a l l  the s m w  which had fal len here had melted and 
our skis never had to be taken itan the car. Other than being a b i t  icy,  
the hike  in was fine. 

me first snow£ ield was at least 100 feet longer than I rambred  
it. Evidently more snow had accunulated than mel ted  in tk tw sime I 
was Last there and the f i e l d  had grown accordingly. There was an 
entrarce open and we crossed the strean to ckck it out. Being 
relatively new snow, M v e r ,  the cave was barely squatting height as 
cunpared to the 20 foot chanbers further in. We w n t  in for a b u t  30 
feet but since the rocks on the floor wre wet we decided to 1mk 
e 1 sewhere for our a dwnt me. 

The s e c d  snowfield crosses the entire valley and the strean runs in 
one side and out: the other. Ttre entrame t o  t h i s  cave was blmked by snow 
except for a foot  high by ten foot wide b l e  where the stsean was still 
running out. We nent over tk snowfield to t'he upper end of th cave and 
found it was also clm~d: except for a very low opening r i g h t  above the 
stsean, 

R7e f i r m 1  possibility for a 
glacier cave that day was under 
Byron Glacier i t s e l f .  I had never 
Geen in that cave because it was 
covered with avalanche debris and 
s m w  wknever P cane. Such was 
the case again; the  strean exited 
through several low, wet 
openings. Not  k i n g  alowed in the 
front entrance w thought we wmld 
check for a m t h e r  way in, Steve 
mnt up the glacier to the left of 
the  streaa and T went UP to t h e  
r ight .  C b  the right I *found a 
moulin that was 18 inches wide and 
wnt s t ra ight  down to t h e  bt tun.  
TIE only problem was t h a t  a strean 
£run the surface of the glacier 
ran into it; a c h i l l i n g  thought 
for a 30 degree day with l i g h t  
snow and sleet. Steve was 
luckier; Tk dark spot on tk side 
of the glacier was indeed a cave 
entrarr-e and kfe a11 hurried to it 
when he called out to us, 

5 



It obviously wasn't an alternate entrance to t he  main cave but was a 
separate cave which t e d e d  up tk mountain face t o  the left  side of t k  
glacier, definately worth checking out and definately drier than it was 
outside tk cave. Steve and Rusty hurr ied off while Jay and I took a 
break j u s t  inside the entrance. ' Ihey were soon out of ear s b t  - it 
went. W k n  they re tu rned  several minutes later they told of a winding 
u p h i l l  passage and we a l l  set  out to explore it, I t o o k  sane notes and 
made sane sketches of tb passage as we investigated every potential side 
lead. Essentially, there werenk any side l e a d s  but instead tk passage 
kept spliting and joining again. Usually only one 05 the choices was big 
enough for us to navigate but t hankfu l ly  the small strean running d m  
the cave often took the other direction. After t w o  such splits we cane 
to a wall oE g l a c i a l  debris which we climbes o m  a t  a time while ttre 
others below h id  k h i n d  a p i l l a r  to a w i d  king h i t  by the junk that was 
set free in climbing* This climb was tk least fun part of tk cave 
because the ceiling was only a b u t  18 inches and you shared the passage 
with the  strean. We a l l  gathered a t  the top of t h e  s lope and Jay did  the 
honors fo r  the next slope. Wortunately after a b u t  20 feet the passage 
k a n e  too mall for him t o  fit t h r o q h  and he returned. 

&wby Caw 
.3' waterfall 

T&---r,:=* 
0 50 100feet  
1 " .  - 1  L 

0 skyl ights  (entracre) 

route taken 

+ stream 

side view (as taken along r a t e )  

drawn without measumnts 

Sliding down tb wt slope wasn't quite as bad as  going up and we 
were anazed how quickly WE were beck a t  the entrance contmplat ing our 
wt  and sandyhuddy Jgrawlly condition. After organizing our Reat and 
t a k i n g  s m  pictures we headed out to find t h a t  the weather had 
worsened. 'Ihe wind was up and tk s l e t  bit into your face w k n  you 
faced it, We e x i t e d  the valley quickly realiziw that  the  chance of 
avalanches had now increased but expecting none only to f ind t h a t  a mall 
o m  had f a l l e n  onto the first s m f i e l d  and ended within 30 f e e t  of the 
entrame to the caw tkre .  It might b v e  k e n  interesting to hear it go - 
overhead i f  we had stayed in that first cave but 1 am jus t  as happy to 
have missed  ttx! experieme. We quickly covered the last hal f  m i l e  out of 
the valley to our  car, w a n d  up, ate  a bit and headed b e  to find that 
the weather had k e n  beautiful there all day, But we had fun. 

Rich H a l l  
6 
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