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CALEYDAR OF EVENTS

wovenber 19 Glacier Grotte Meeting. Pezetints are held in rooa 312 Grant Hall, Alaska Pacific iniversity at
733 pn.

Dacember 37 Glacier Grotto Meeting. Meetings are held in room 312 Grant Hall, Alaska Pacific tniversity «t
7:30 oo, The program will be an NSS siide show on the C-3 Expedition into Floya Collins
Crystal Cayve, Kentucky.

January 21 Ciacier Grotto Meeting. FMaetings are held on the third floor of frant Hall, Alasks Pacific
Univ. at 7:30 pn. -

February 18 Slacier Grotto Ileeting. Meetings are held on the third floor of Grant Mall, Alaska Pacific
tniversity at 7:30 pm. The program wiil be an 1SS slide show.

tarch 18 Glacier CGrotto Meeting. peetings are hald on the third floor of Grant Hall, Alaska Pacific
Univ. at 7:30 pn.
April 15 Giacier Grotto leeting., Moetings are hald on the third flcor of €Grant Mall, Alaska Pacific

Lniversity at 7:30 pn.  The program will be an NSS slide show,

June 27-July I MSS Convention in Rend COreqon. Dan't miss the Canvention that i< and will be the clesest
one to Alaska in years. Plans are in the making for an expedition to the Chitistone Valley
right afer the Convention.

The ALASKAM CAYER 1is. a perfodic publication .of the gGlacier Grotta of the National Speleclogical
Society. Subscriptions are free to members. Membership dues are 53 per onnum for regulaor memhershin ard §1
for fanily rembership at the same address. [Mes can be sent *to Llizaheth PRockwell at 2044 Epmory St
fnckorage, AKX 99504, COpyrlqht 1981 by Glacier Gratto., Material not copyrighted by individuals or other
croups may be copied by other HSS publications provided cradit is given to the ALASKAM CAVER and a copy of
such publicatian is seat to the editor.

Editor: GROTTO QFFICERS
Richard Hall President Julius Pockwell
Publiskar: Y. President David Street
mavid 911 Secratary fiichard Hall
fcting Treagurer Liz fockueld
At Large David Mali
rablicity Barbara Jansen
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NEWBY CAVE

It was only October, but the Autumn of 1980 had been pretty cold so
far and there bhadn't been too much snow, so we decided to go down to
Byron Glacier on Columbus Day to see if we could get.- into any of the
caves. Rusty Rubeck, Steve Newby, Jay Rockwell, and I headed for Portage
at eight in the morninmg with a beautiful bhoarfrost on all the trees in
anchorage. Once past Potter the frost disappeared and it began to snow
lightly. 4s we drove along Turnagain.Amm the weather becane wammer until
the snow tummed to sleet. The road to Portage lake was clear, in fact
everything was clear; all the snow which had fallen here had melted and
our skis never had to be taken fram the car. Other than being a bit icy,
the bike in was fine.

The first snowfield was at least 100 feet longer than I remembered
it. Evidently more snow had accumulated than melted in the two simce I
was last there and the field had grown accordingly. There was an
entrarce open and we crossed the streamn to check it out. Being
relatively pew snow, bowever, the cave was barely squatting height as
compared to the 20 foot chambers further in. We went in for about 30
feet but simce the rocks on the floor were wet we decided to look
elsewhere for our adventure.

The second snowfield crosses the entire wvalley and the stream rums in
one side and out the other. The entramce to this cave was blocked by srow
except for a foot high by ten foot wide hole where the stream was still
running out., We went over the snowfield to the upper end of the cave and
found it was also closed except for a very low opening right above the
stream.

The fimal possibility for a
glacier cave that day was under
Byron Glacier itself. 1 bad never
been in that cave because it was
covered with avalanche debris and
stow whenever 1 came. Such was
the case again; the stream exited
through several low, wet
openings. Not being alowed in the
front entrance we thought we would
check for azmmother way in. Steve
went up the glacier to the left of
the stream and 1 went up to the
tight. On the right 1 found a
moulin that was 18 inches wide and
went straight down to the bottam.
The only problem was that a stremm
fran the surface of the glacier
ran into it; a chilling thought
for a 30 degree day with light
snow ard  sleet, Steve was
luckier; The dark spot on the side
of the glacier was indeed a cave \ parking lot
entrance and we all hurried to it M\

Byron Glacier

when he called out to us. | A glacier cave




It obviously wasn't an alternate entrance to the main cave but was a
separate cave which tended up the mountain face to the left side of the
glacier, definately worth checking out and definately drier than it was
outside the cave. Steve and Rusty burried off while Jay and 1 took a
break just inside the entrance. They were soon out of ear shot - it
went, When they returned several minutes later they told of a winding
uphill passage and we all set out to explore it. 1 took same notes and
made sane sketches of the passage as we investigated every potential side
lead. Essentially, there weren't any side leads but instead the passage
kept spliting and joining again. Usually only one of the choices was big
enough for us to navigate but thankfully the small strean rumming down
the cave often took the other direction. After two such splits we cane
to a wall of glacial debris which we climbes orme at a time while the
otbers below hid bebind a pillar to awoid being hit by the junk that was
set free in climbing. This climb was the least fun part of the cave
because the ceiling was only about 18 inches and you shared the passage
with the stream. We all gathered at the top of the slope and Jay did the
bonors for the next slope. Unfortunately after about 20 feet the passage
becane too small for him to fit through and he returned.

Newby Cave
3' waterfall

map view

o sky lights (entrance)
route taken

& Sstream

side view (as taken along route)

drawn without measurements

Sliding down the wet slope wasn't quite as bad as going up and we
were anazed bow quickly we were back at the entrance contemplating our
wet and sandy/muddy/gravelly condition. After organizing our gear and
taking some pictures we headed out to find that the weather had
worsened. The wind was up and the sleet bit into your face when you
faced it. We exited the wvalley quickly realizing that the chance of
avalanches had now increased but expecting none only to find that a small
orne had fallen onto the first snowfield and ended within 30 feet of the
entrance to the cave there. It might have been interesting to hear it go
overhead if we had stayed in that first cave but I am just as happy to
have missed the experiemce. We quickly covered the last half mile out of
the valley to our car, wammed up, ate a bit and headed home to find that
the weather had been beautiful there all day. But we had fun.

¢ Rich Hall
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MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE . FORM ENCLOSED

BYRON GLACIER TRIP

Imagine my surprise while reading the October 25. 1881 Sunday
Anchorage Times to find a half page article complete with two Tlarge
pictures about glacier caving at Byron Glacier. MNone of the names
mentioned in the article were on our membership 1ist and nope sounded
familiar to me.

The article read well and covered many aspects of caving that I would
have hoped would be in such an article. It mentioned that the safest
time to go in is in the fall because of the dangers of falling ice and
avalanches. It mentioned telling someone where you are aoing, not ©oing
alone, and to carry an extra light source. It also inctuded a good
description of the origin of glacier caves and tips on dressing for this
type of trip. However, it didn't have any cave conservation message and
didn't mention anyone to contact (e.g. the Glacier Grotto) if you were

interested in going glacier caving.

Finally, I decided to call the reporter, Mike mxox , to ask him some
acmmﬁdoam ‘about his trip. Surprise again - he mmdayw:mﬂ I gave him the
ideal It turned out that he was the guy from the Mountaineering Club of
Alaska that I had talked to on the trail to Twin Peaks two weeks before
that. .He knew I was a caver. from Mountaineering Club meetings and
Mﬂuﬂmummqwms *zwmwmmawﬁs admn*mw caves so ve ﬂmdwmllm vhile about them

en. : 3

- Small world isn't it?

Hrid S Yol
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