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1 THE ACASKAN CAVER 
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t l f  you are interested in going on any of these trips please contact the 
t r l p  Leader as soon as possible. To find out i f  t r i p s  are planned which 
wele not L i s ~ c f d  nere or i f  you would like to  announce a cave t r i p  
anywhere else please c a l l  i i ich H a L l ,  265-3365W, 333-2090H.j 

June L 8  Glacier GrotLo Meeting. ibketing~ are he ld  in room 312 Grant 
&lL, Alaska Pacific University a t  7 :30 p. me program w i l l  
D e  an NSS s l i d e  snow on rdyandotte Cave, Indiana. 

J u l y  lb Glacier Grotto Neetirig. Pieetings ate  h e l d  i n  corn 312 Grant 
d a l l ,  Alaska Pacitic University a t  7 : 3 0  p. 

J u l y  18-24 E i g h t h  International Congress of Spelmlogy in MwLing Green 
I ientuc~y.  This is tile f i r s t  tirne that the International 
Congress has been held i n  tne United States.  There will be a 
week of sessions, meetinss, and t r i p s  as well as pte-congress, 
post-congress and d a i l y  excursions t o  caves and karst 
iea tures . FOF Eut tner i n foma t  ion request the Second Circular 
from: E i g h t h  International Gongress of Speleology, The 
Secretariat, Department of Geography and Geology, Western 
Kentucky University, b w l i n g  Green, Kentucky 42101. Fees 
range from $5 for a single day's sessions t o  $130 for f u l l  
m m e r s h i p .  An abbreviated flSS Convention w i l l  be hela the 
weekend following the  Congress ( J u l y  25-26) . 

August 20 Glacier Grotto Meeting. Meetings are he ld  i n  r m  312 Grant: 
Hall, Alaska Pacific University a t  7:30 p. n e  program w i l l  
be an NSS s l i d e  show on Wind Cave, South Dakota. 

Aug 29 - 
Sept 6 Annual 'Week before Lamr D a y x i t i s t o n e  Valley Cave Trip. 

Jay RockweLl (277-7150) will be leading t h e  t r i p  and we hope 
t o  nave a scaleing pole ready t o  get into Star Cave. 

SepC. ~7 GLacier Grotto ~qeeting. Meetings are held i n  r o o m  312 Grant 
Hall, Alaska Pacific Univers i ty  a t  7:30 pm. 

The AIJEdiGUV C A M 3  i s  a periodic publication of the Glacier Grot to  of 
rne Na t ionaL SpelecdlogicaL Society . Su~scr i p t  ions are free t o  m m e r s  . 
~ ~ % a m e r s n i p  dues are $3 per anom. Dues can oe sent t o  Elizabeth Rockwe11 
ac 2944 Emory St, Amnorage, AK 94504. Copyright L98L by Glacier 
Grotto. ~Ybterial not copyrighted by individuals or other g r ~ u p s  m y  oe 
copied DY otner NSS pubLications provided credit is given t o  t h e  ALPSKAN 
MVER and a copy of such puesication is sen t  to  the  editor. Articles 
relevenc to caves, caving or cavers i n  or near ~ l a s k a  w i l l  be graciously 
accep tea ior pub1 ica t ion. 

mitor : 
Kicnard Hall 

Publisher  : 
David P i o i l  

GROTTO OFFICERS 
Res i d e n t  Julius Rockwell 
V. Pres iden t  David Street 
Secretary Richard HalL 
Act i~g Treasurer L iz  'Packwell  
At Large David X 0 1 1  
F u ~ l i c i t y  Barbara Jansen 



PR-S REPORT ON CAVE M E  CAVE, HAIBIS 

. On August 9, 1980 Carlene and I hiked i n to  ''Cave Lake" (Hettnan 
Lake), t ak i rg  w i t h  us a local gal who had expressed interest in seeing 
how the Law emptied into the cave. The lake l e v e l  in one m n t h  had 
dropped about 9 or 10 feet exposing the entire entrance so tha t  we 
could j u s t  walk right in. A sm9l;ler m a  lower entrance was swallowing 
tne lake runoff. We h u t r i d  inside and when we encountered t he  cave 
stream my eyes buLged when I saw scores of white little shrimp-like 
creatures swieming in t h e  water. After about 40 or 50 feet the stream 
emptied into a Large pool which marked t h e  end of our progress. ~wt: 
o i  tae cave is of large proportions to t h i s  lake. After exploring 
some side and upper ieads our friend w e n t  outside while we began 
surveying. r*Je surveyed 292 feet and outsiae found out  that the g i r l  
had seen a large black bear came close to the entrance. She patted 
net 44 magnun as sne told us. 

Location of Herman Lake on t h e  line between the  Snagway B3 and 13$ 
Quadrangles neat trne abandoned mining camp of Porcupine. The large 
rlasnes indicate the boundry of the mar~le (frm USGS Professzonal 
Paper 8132). 
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On Septamer l l t n  we pushed a new route to the cave using our car 
far a 4x4 after son2 neavy rain. n i s  left a steep ten minute walk 
down to toe  lake. We took k k i ,  our little boy, on t h i s  trip and t o o k  
him into the cave with us t o  the pool wnicb to our dismy was the same 
leveL as before. Carlene and kici then Left m alone with the 
chaLlange of getting across the ]nice sonmehow and sne made a departing 
joKe about a lurking shark. I didn't especiaLly favor the situation 
while wading up to my thighs with hundreds of unknown white creatured 
swa~ming around but k k i  was screaming because he was scareu. Bag the 
wading; I climbed across the  ceiling for about 20 feet and with 
bleedie hands reached the other side, It scmped. I swam back. I 
changea places with Carlene and she photographed t h e  cave while I 
fished for Arctic Grayling and baby sat. A large animal (proba~ly  a 
bear) came close in tne brush but b k i  made sane noise and scared i t  
away, I wonder if we should tote our 357 mgnm in t h e  caves we enter? 

On Septder  20th I went back to Cave Lake Cave witn three young 
men, Between tbe four of us we bad three rif les  and two handguns for 
it was m s e  season, I packed in our subbet raf t  this time and while 
the others fished in the Lake, one guy catching 43 Grayling in about 
two hours, I went paddling around the cave's p o l .  In j u s t  two weeks 
its water level had dropped four feet bur still slmped. If a l l  goes 
w e l l  there will be some winter expeditions to the cave when water is 
at its lmest, I photographed one of the fellows on &he raf t  in the  
cave pool, mat is until oe fe l l  in the pool wnich I then pluned a t  
ten feet deep. Me have collected sevetaL interesting bugs a t  Cave 
Lake Cave and nope t o  near i f  we find anything new, 

Kevin Allred 

[Since t n i s  letter was written Kevin has told ae that their 
planned winter trips at l o w v w a t e t  didn't pan out because after hiking  
through t h i c k  brush and deep scicky snow he found that the cave 
entrance was well under water again. He also has his first set of 
critrers identified as a Spotted Frog tadpole, Rana retiosa ( b i r d  
ana Girard) , a umnn Pmphipd. Ganmarus l a c u s t r i - h  a s e a  
clam, Pisidim sp. l%re specimens have been sent for identification. 
Now w i t n  tne 4.2  Richter Scale eartnquake centered tight a b u t  there 
on April 5 t h  it will De interesting to see if the wates cycle changes 
for better or far worse. Ed] 

CAVE ZEPSS NEAR SZTKA 

I had a business t r i p  t o  take to Sitka in Pfarch and as usual f 
managed to unsubrlely bring up t h e  subject of caves with several 
peopie. However, unlike usual, I managed t o  find a few people who 
knew a b u t  s a x  caves. 

Chclw Johnstone knew of s m  seacaves near Sitka; he said there 
was a large snallow cave a t  Brown's Point  on Kruzof Island and there 
was a sea and fissure cave on S t  . Lazar ia Island. 



Franco Williams, a Hoonah native who lives in Sitka said there are 
twO caves a f e w  miLes east  of W n a h  up on a mmtain which are 
v i s i b l e  w i t h  fieldglasses from the ferry as you ride toward Hoonan. 

John Stednick of the  U. S .  Forest Service in  Sitka also k n e w  of a 
few caves i n  the area. About ten miles southwest of Hoonan near 
Seagull I;reeK is a religeous commrnity called me Farm' and there are 
s u p p s e d h y  several caves in tne muntains east of their village. A t  
trle other end of Chichigof Is land there is a p i n t  of land on Chatham 
Strait: calLed White Rock. He says t h e  creek there runs underground 
Lor its last bcee quarters of a mile and that saimon enter its mouth 
a t  sealeveL, s w i m  tnrougn the cave, and spawn upstream o f  the cave. 

Rich H a l l  

cJe, in tne Ghcier Grotto, are now a larger than average grotto: 
A t  tne Last ES Convention we hacl tno delegates (based an the size of 
the C ~ U D )  mile 602, of the grottos only had one delegate, 

Pslotber way t o   loo^ at it is t o  compare t he  nuneer of NSS cavers 
in eacn state. Tbere are NSS cavers in every state w i t h  their nmbers 
ranging from tnree in Mode Island to  amut 385 in California. Alaska 
has relatively few (20) compared to other states. Eight states, Rhde 
Island (3) , ib ine  (6) , Hawaii (6), Nerth Dakota ( 7 )  , Nebraska (111, 
Deleware (L2), Vermont (151, and South Dakota (18) have fewer NSS 
cavers than Alaska while &w Hampshire, Montana, and b u i s i a n a  are 
t i e d  wi th  Alaska at  twenp, 

This could be cmpred t o  the ntmber of known caves in each 
state. I 'm sure sane states like &laware and Rhde Island have fewer 
k m  caves tnan Alaska but I ' m  not even sure how many we have here. 
IYy guess is mere are probably a hundred docmnted caves of a l l  types 
in  Alaska already and more w i l L  be discovered eacn yeas. 

Calendar cont . 
& t o m  S o ~ t i m e  in October a group of Japanese cavers plan to come to 

Alaska t o  explore and f i lm  sane glacier caves, 'Their main 
interest is in Lmmn Glacier near Juneau but w i l l  probably be 
open to  exploration of otner caves as w e l l ,  If you are 
interested in assistiq w i t h  t h e i r  expeaition contact Jay 
RoclcneLl at 277-7950 or 23-46 Bmry St., Anchorage, AK 99504 

October 15 Glacier Grotto Pketing, ableetings are held in room 312 Grant 
H a l l ,  u a s k a  Pacific University a t  7:30  p. The program w i l l  
be an &S multimedia snow based on John Denver's tune 'Corncry 
Roads' and titled 'Caving Roads'. 

iJuv. 19 Glacier Grotto *eting. ket ings are held in roan 312 Grant 
H a l L ,  Alaska Pacific University at: 7:30 p. 

Dec. 1 7  Glacier Grotto .Meeting, Meetings are held in rocm 312 Grant 
Hall, aaska  Pacific University a t  7 :30 p. me program will 
LE an NSS slide show on t h e  C-3 E x w i t i o n  into Floyd Collins 
Ctys tal Cave, Kentucky . 
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For the past tnree years Dave bb11 has wen doing a 

great job pr in t ing  the Aiaskan Caver a t  cost .  

Unfortunately, he may no Longer be aole t o  do t h i s  in 

t ne  very near future and we will need a new 

pub l i she r .  The only requirements are to do it as 

cheaply as possible and to be able to turn it around 

w i t h i n  about three weeks. If you can help or know of 

any way we can g e t  t h e  Alaskan -vet published please 

calk Rich Hall 265-2365W as soon as possible. 

Ghcies Grotto 
Tae ALas~an a v e r  
hcslara F a i l ,  EXiitor 
4607 Klona i~e  Court  
Ancnorage, ALas~a 

95SU4 
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