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NAACP In Peril –
New Officer Elections
A Turning Point

NOVEMBER 4 - NOVEMBER 10, 2010

Despite Black
Voter Turnout,
Republicans Take
Control Of House

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

The Rev. Joseph Lowery with President Barack Obama

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
TEWIRE EDITOR-INCHIEF

WASHINGTON - Despite
a full court press to turn out
the black vote for Democrats
across the nation, the U. S.
House of Representatives was
turned back over into the
hands of Republicans on
Tuesday after four years of
control by Democrats.
With the economy, high
jobless rates in big cities and
small towns, and general fears
for the future obviously
fueling this election, the
stealth element of race - the
first black presidency - is also
believed to have played a part
in the House turnover,
observers say.
“I think the difference
today is that there is an
element that we don’t know
how much it weighs - the
element of race,” said civil
rights icon Rev. Joseph
Lowery in a phone interview

as he watched election returns
late Tuesday night.
Only days earlier, Lowery
was among black leaders on a
phone conference President
Barack Obama as he appealed
for the Democrats’ AfricanAmerican base to save the
day. But ultimately, even the
black vote was not enough to
thwart the bee-like fervor that
appeared to drive many white
conservative political groups
leading up to the election.
Pundits point to that
movement along with the
impassioned fervor over the
economy for the mixture that
proved deadly for House
Democrats.
“We don’t know how
much race impacted the vote.
We don’t know that. What
you’ve got here are some new
elements like the Tea Party;
then you’ve got the economy,
which has made a sharp,

VOTER

continued on pg. 9

ST. PETERSBURG - “It’s
no secret that there has been
much infighting and scrambling
for prominence in ways that
have weakened the organization,” says Rev. Manuel Sykes,
one of two contenders for the
Presidency of the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP.
It’s no secret either that the
road to the upcoming November
16th election for new Branch
officers has been checkered
with suspicion and jockeying
for control of a new nominating
process that left the branch
without a candidate for 2nd Vice
President.
Why all the hubbub? Rev.
M a r t i n R a i n e y, w h o i s
competing with Rev. Sykes for
the President’s chair, says
“What’s at stake is the survival
of the NAACP.” He and other
l o n g -t i m e o ffi cers p ai n t a
picture of a branch in peril.
Active membership has
declined to record lows. The
Executive Committee has seen a
near 100 percent turnover since
2009. And key committees lay
dormant, including ones that
were once the lifeblood of the
NAACP, like the Political
Action Committee.
Even the crown jewel
annual Freedom Fund Banquet
is drawing less than half the
attendance it did earlier in the
decade. Assistant Secretary
Harry Harvey says some of that

is due to the recession, but some
is due to people being turned off
by branch politics.
Yet the difficulties in recent
years haven’t stopped officers
from hoping for a brighter
future. Trenia Cox, the 1st Vice
President, says “Confidence
must be restored in the local
NAACP as a problem solver.
We’ve been stuck in ‘awareness
building’ mode for years, but
we’ve failed to move to
‘action’.” She cites several
successes, such as the recent
forum about the dismal graduation rate for black males, the
branch’s role in the renaming of
a street in honor of the slain
Paris Hilton; and it’s registering
of 200 minority firms as
potential vendors to Pinellas
Schools.
But Cox and others are
cle a r l y f r u s t r a t e d w i t h t h e
current leadership. She said,
“President Ray Tampa’s leadership style is not inclusive or
aff i r m i n g . T h e N A A C P i s
composed of competent and
devoted volunteers and his leadership style fails to respect and
accommodate the strengths of
those committed to the mission
of the organization. At this
cri t i c a l t i m e , b o l d n e s s i s
we l c o m e d , b u t r e s p e c t i s
required.” Virtually all of the
Executive Committee members
in office on January 1, 2009 are
gone – either removed, disengaged by choice, or simply not
attending meetings.
NAACP Secretary Patty
Van Alstine also voiced hope, “I

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Rev/Dr. Manual Sykes,
Candidate for President

Martin Rainey,
Candidate for President

Ray Tampa,
Candidate for Vice President

Trenia Cox, Candidate for 1st
Vice President

would like to see the new
President connect more with the
membership and bring people
back to the organization. The
need for our work is as great as
ever, and I think people don’t
see the work as necessary any
longer.” She said the branch saw
an increase in new members
when Ray Tampa took office in
2008, but only a handful
renewed membership last year.

Who’s on the Ballot?
Two contests dominate this
y e a r ’s b a l l o t - t h e r a c e f o r
P r e s i d e n t a n d 1 s t Vi c e
President. Three candidates run
unopposed: Reginald Davis (for
3rd Vice President), Patty Van
Alstine (Secretary), and Mary
Darling (Treasurer).

NAACP

continued on pg. 7
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BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G T h i rt y -s i x g i rl s at t en d i n g
Melrose Elementary and in
grades kindergarten through
fifth grade were inducted in the
first Melrose's Girlfriends of
Pinellas County Ladies of
Iridescence program, during a
ceremony that was held on
Friday evening, Oct. 30.
P ri n ci p al Os car R o b i n s o n
welcomed attendees to the
cerem o n y t h at en co u rag es
young girls to be that lustrous or
attractive quality that the definition of iridescence suggests.
Like the 5000 Role Models
program is designed for at-risk
boys, Girlfriends will attempt to
reach at-risk girls.
Dressed in formal to semi-

formal attire, the girls were
escorted by their equally fine
dressed male relative or other
love one, as they marched into
t he a u d i t o r i u m w h e r e t h e y
would recite and accept the
Girlfriend's pledge to use their
talents in a positive way to make
their communities a better
place.
"I'll be the one to change my
generation," quoted five-yearold inductee Takeria Pearson.
She is the youngest
"Girlfriend" to be inducted into
the program since it was implimented in Pinellas County
Schools approximately a year
ago. The program's purpose is to
utilize mentors and community
service projects to tackle social
issues ranging from unruly
behavior to inappropriate
clothing, all with an emphasis
toward improving academics.

The program attempts to unite
and standardize a host of similar
programs which were operating
independently in 25 to 30
schools.
"The Girlfriend's program
started out only accepting 4th

grade through high school age
girls, but I felt that students
from all grades needed to be
included," said Melrose Teacher

Girlfriends gather to recite the pledge

GIRLFRIENDS

continued on pg. 3
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The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no
real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for
the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Congratulations To
Imagine School’s
Character Kids Of The Month

OPINION
Election Day

ELECTION DAY
BY REV. AL
SHARPTON
NNPA
COLUMNIST

In one week, Americans
will once again hit the voting
booth and decided the fate of
our nation. The question we
all had to ask ourselves was do
we want to continue going
forward, or do we want to
reverse the progress we have
achieved over the last few
years and beyond? At such a
pivotal moment in history,
when so much is hanging in
the balance, there was
absolutely no excuse for any
one of us to sit home on
Election Day. There was a
time when African-Americans
were intimidated, charged poll
taxes, beaten, and even killed
for their desire to vote. In
2010, when no one is shooting
us or threatening us, what is
the justifiable explanation for
not voting on Nov. 2nd? The
answer: absolutely nothing.
During the course of seven
days, I myself hit the road on a
coast-to-coast voter education
tour that brought me to places
like Miami, Fort Lauderdale,
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Los
Angeles, Gainesville, and
more. Speaking at rallies,
interfacing with clergy, and
community leaders, visiting
polling locations, and of
course talking to the people, I
was pleased to witness the
enthusiasm and sheer number
of crowds at each stop on this
non-partisan tour. In addition
to emphasizing early voting in
states like Florida, I could not
stress enough the need for
everyone to actively participate in shaping their future.
We simply cannot complain
about financial woes or the

economy, we must take some
sort of action ourselves. We
cannot continue to discuss
institutional racism or inequality without ensuring that the
right folks are in a position of
power to turn the tide. And, we
cannot for a second assume
that this President can do it
alone.
We hear a lot of talk these
days from conservatives and
others with regressive agendas
that Obama has not delivered
on his promises, and is responsible for the current state of the
nation. Let’s remind those
with short-term memories that
it was the previous administration that took us into a catastrophic deficit that culminated
in the worst economic
recession since the Great
Depression. It was under
President Bush that we were
losing some 750,000 jobs per
month, and it was under his
tutelage
that
large-scale
financial bailouts became the
norm. During the eight years
of the Bush presidency, we
found ourselves entrenched in
two wars, and our privacy
rights infringed upon at home.
There are also those that
are quick to dismiss President
Obama’s achievements. And to
be clear, they are unquestionably remarkable achievements.
Thanks to the President’s
historic healthcare reform,
children with pre-existing conditions can no longer be denied
coverage and young folks can
remain on their parents’
insurance until the age of 26.
And, during the course of the
next few years, more advances
in healthcare reform will take
affect, including the idea that
no one will ever be denied
insurance because of a preexisting condition.
President Obama halted

and is beginning to reverse the
course of an economic catastrophe. He has introduced
historic financial regulatory
reform, established protection
for consumers against credit
card companies, nominated
progressive Supreme Court
justices like Sonia Sotomayor,
and improved our standing on
the world stage. Following
years of virtual isolation and
self-aggrandizement, the U.S.
is once again engaging in
dialogue with our neighbors,
and working out differences
before they escalate to war,
thanks to the policies of the
President.
There is of course nobody
that can say President Obama
has saved the world and that no
challenges remain for us to
tackle. That would be beyond
foolish.
But,
we
must
remember that he is a man –
one man – who cannot do it
alone. For those that may be
frustrated because their particular progressive cause has not
been achieved, just imagine
how much more difficult it will
be without the backing of the
House and the Senate. And, for
that matter, how difficult it is
going to be for the President to
maintain all that he has
garnered without the support
of both legislative bodies.
It’s not enough that we
highlight
inequities
and
injustice in society, we must
consciously do something
about it. And the simplest way
to do so was by casting our
vote on Nov. 2nd. There was a
time when we dodged bullets
and risked our lives to do so;
we should not let laziness take
over this fundamental right
that so many literally gave
their lives.
Vote next time.
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ROW 1 (kneeling L-R) - Jhanaya Witchard, Earmetria Clinton, Quincy Alexander,
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ST. PETERSBURG - Imagine School celebrated its Character Kids of the Month for
October. The character focus for the month was
"Trustworthiness." The school also recognized
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, as
well as emphasizing a "Just Say No" to drugs
(and tobacco) campaign.

GIRLFRIENDS

continued from front page

Tamika Ruffin. She added that
the earlier the intervention the
better and quoted poet Maya
Angelou, with "You did what
you knew how to do. When you
knew better, you did better."
Parents and others packed
the room and expressed their
hope for the program as they
clapped enormousely, after the
girls recited the section of the
pledge that states the girls agree
to following advisors and
mentors and to strive in some
small way to be a credit to their
family, school and community.
Leroy Hawkins, parent to
Takeria Perason said, "I feel
great about my daughter's participation. Especially since she
is so young. I feel like a proud
father and I think she'll learn
how to carry herself as a young
woman, be able to mentor other
young women, stay focused and
keep her head on straight."
To recognize and honor the
girls committment to the

The school will be having a dedication
ceremony in honor of Staci Crawford, one of
their cafeteria workers who passed last year, as
well as Paris Whitehead, who was killed during
their first year. The ceremonies will be held in
the school's cafeteria and media center,
Saturday, Nov.13, from 1-3 p.m.

"Girlfriend's program, each girl
(along with escort) was
presented with a certificate and
a set of pearls. They wear their
pearls during the school hours
and will meet with mentors
once weekly to discuss educational and/or academics
concerns. They must always
dress appropriately and exhibit
good behavior in order to wear
their pearls during school hours.
The first group of The
Ladies of Iridescence, Melrose
Elementary Chapter of
Girlfriends of Pinells County
are: Sabrina Bailey, Carlinea
(Carli) Barney, Dominique
Battle, Jermesha Bradford,
La'Daysha Brown, Ja Dayah
C a s t e e l , M a c h a r i a C u l l e r,
Cornesha Cunningham, Aaliyah
Dudley, Ka'Miya Edwards,
Sammaria Hallman, Tylicia
Hayes, Maria Henderson,
Janaijha Holtzclaw, La'Sondra
Jenkins, Malajia Jordon,
Nyleria Lancaster, Nyla Lee,
Amahria Lewis, Amari Long,
Jalissa Lyons, Jashanna Lyons,
C h r i s t i a n a M c K e n n l e y,
DeShayla McKinnon, Vinlencia

Melvin, Menia Neal, LaTonia
Nelson, Takeria Pearson, Ikeya
Pugh, Endiyah Reed, Daeshia
Reynolds, Shaquesha Sermon,
J a s m i n e S i m s , Te r r i a y n a
Spillman, Deasia Vinson and
Curtistine Wilson.
"I feel good about being in
"Girlfriends" because it's a lot
of stuff you can do and I learn
how to be a young lady," said
inductee Nyleria Lancaster.
The Girlfriends oath reads:
“I promise to conduct myself in
a manner that will inspire the
c o n f i d e n c e o f m y f a m i l y,
administrators, teachers and
peers. I will exemplify leadership skills at all times. I will be
loyal and dedicated to family,
academics and sisterhood. I will
represent myself with pride in
all my endeavors. I will walk
daily with my head held high
because I am intelligent,
confident and I believe in
myself and my capabilities. I
will support and participate in
activities that will enhance the
communities in which I learn,
live and work.”

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT
White/Blk, Auto,
Leather, 47K mi.

$9,995

2006 Ford Freestyle
Limited V6 Burg/Gray,
Leather, Alloys, 3rd row,
41K mi.

$16,995

2007 Cadillac CTS
V6, Auto, Leather, Low
Miles, 6 in stock,
from

$19,995

2006 Lexus RX330

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, Alloys, 43K mi.
Like New.

$23,995

2003 Cadillac
CTS

2002 Chrysler
Sebring

White/Tan, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 43K mi.

Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

$13,995

$10,995

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

2005 Cadillas CTS

Blue/Tan, Auto, Leather,
18” Wheels, Spoiler,
49K mi.

White/Saddle, Auto, Leather,
17” Wheels, Padle Shift, 49K

$17,995

$16,995

2007 Chevy
Equinox LS

2004 Cadillac
CTS

Burg/ Gray, Auto, Full
Power, Alloy Wheels,
30K mi.

Silver/Gray, V-6, Auto,
Alloys, Leather, 50K mi.

2010 Chevy
Malibu LT

2009 Nissan
Cube Krome

$15,995

$15,995

Beige/Tan, Auto,
Full Power, Chrome
Wheels, 16K mi.

Auto, Full Power, Rockford
Fosgate Stereo, 4,817 miles

$17,995

$18,995

2007 Chevy
Silverado LT1500

2008 Ford Mustang
GT Coupe

2007 Cadillac SRX

2007 Toyota Sequoia

$19,995

$21,995

$22,995

$23,995

Extended cab 4x4, V8,
Chrome wheels, sliding rear
window, 34K mi.

2007 SAAB 9.3
Areo Conv.

Smoke/Gray, Auto, Chrome
Wheels, 38K mi. cert.

$24,995

Red/Blk, Auto, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 18K mi.

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

2008 Volvo V-70

2008 Cadillac CTS

$24,995

$28,995

Wagon, 3.2 Beige/Tan,
Leather, Alloys, Auto, 40K
mi. Like New.

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6 Auto, Leather,
Alloys, 3 in stock,
Cert from

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, 20” Wheels,
NAVI, Cert.

2 WD, V8, SR5,
Silver/Gray, 3rd Row
43K mi.

2008 Cadillac DTS

Performance Luxury,
Sunoof, NAVI, 20” Chrome
Wheels 35K mi. cert.

$35,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Toriano Parker Knows About
High Price For Freedom

BY J. C. HARRIS
ADVANTAGE VILLAGE
ACADEMY

If anyone knows about the
high price for Freedom, Toriano
Parker certainly does. Parker,
39-years-old is a lifelong
resident of St. Petersburg, successful entrepreneur of Parker
Financial Services and founder
of Advantage Village Academy.
Parker Financial Services
provides
tax
preparation,
accounting and money management services to the Midtown
area where the median annual
income is less than $25,000.
On June 6, 2006, life
changed drastically for Parker
when IRS arrived at his office
and confiscated 4000 Income
Tax preparation files and investigation was in effect from
2006-2010. Personal friends
and employees were interrogated by IRS Special Agents
and several of Parker clients
agreed to cooperate with IRS to
avoid prosecution and deportation. An article in St Petersburg
Times on July 28, 2010 by L.
Perez stated Parker Financial
Services was under indictment
on Federal Tax Fraud for
allegedly inflating tax returns of
more than a dozen clients by
nearly $50,000.
Parker’s trial began Oct.4,
2010 at Federal Court in Tampa
and lasted five days. Justice
prevailed when Parker was
found not guilty on all 14
charges of tax fraud by a
majority of 11 white jurors and
1 black male on Oct. 8, 2010.
Parker is a 1990 graduate of
Gibbs High School. After graduating, he earned his business
degree from Waynesburg
University, a Christian college
25 miles south of Pittsburgh,
PA. Parker spent several years
working at Equifax.
Village
Advantage
Academy was established in
May of 2009 as a non-profit
organization offering afterschool activities, sports and
education for residents of the
community. According to its
website,
www.advantagevillageacademy.org, was established to promote self-sufficiency, financial stability and
economic development within
the community. Using mostly
Parker’s
own
money,
Advantage Village Academy
opened last summer in the long
abandoned Jordan Park Gym.

The recreation center offers
sports programs, a computer
room and tutelage for the
youth. Parker believes in
empowering our youth with
skills to succeed because they
are our future business leaders.
Parker purchased the computers
himself and Stetson Law
School, along with other local
businesses, donated weights
and
exercise
equipment.
“There are kids that take three
buses to get to our front door,”
Parker said. “For every nine
kids that use the computers,
there are nine more on a waiting
list. It is a problem, but a good
problem to have.”
Parker was raised in the
Jordan Park neighborhood and
wants to give back to help the
youth. To keep services affordable for low-income families,
the Academy charges a yearly
fee of $5 to $10. Using a combination of personal funds, loans
and donations from family
members, Parker has contributed approx $85,000. into
keeping the Midtown Gym up
and running, which includes all
utilities since May, 2009. He
petitioned the city to take charge
of the Center’s costly operation
expenses, but his request was
denied. Parker entered into a
leasing agreement with the St
Petersburg Housing Authority
which holds the deed to
maintain.
Parker recently submitted a
proposal to buy Midtown Gym
from the
St
Petersburg
Housing Authority, which was
rejected. The asking price for
the Midtown Gym is $860,000.
The Midtown Gym offers

activities and services for up to
75 children per day. These
services include computer
training and FCAT tutoring.
There are plans to expand and
include adult learning, offering
GED classes.
Parker is counting on charitable donations and grant
funding to help buy the
building, which will enable him
to negotiate a fair purchase price
with The Housing Authority.
Parker is determined to
persevere and not give up
because he believes in miracles
and feels something positive
will happen to keep the gym
open, helping to keep youth off
the streets and save lives from
destruction.
The center sits in the heart
of the historic Midtown district
known as the “deuces.” It is
across the street from the
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health
Center and only steps away
from the recently renovated
Royal Theater.
Advantage
Village
Academy is in desperate need of
funding and city sponsorship.
Parker says in the wake of a
down economy we still need to
do whatever we can to save our
children with constructive and
educational activities because a
“mind is a terrible thing to
waste.”
Please visit the Midtown
Gym. Charitable donations for
Advantage Village Academy
non-profit organization can be
sent to 1221 22nd St. So., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Your
help and support would be
greatly appreciated.

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Junior Sungoddess
Scholarship Program
Accepting Applications

The Suncoaster’s of St.
Petersburg, producers of the
annual Festival of States, are
pleased to announce that
applications are now being
accepted for the 55th Annual
Junior Sungoddess
Scholarship Program.
The Junior Sungoddess
program, which began in
1956, is a scholarship-based
program which recognizes
high school Junior and Senior
girls in Pinellas County who
display community awareness
and involvement, academic
achievement , and embody the
values and poise to represent
the Suncoasters of St.
Petersburg as goodwill ambassadors.
Avery Fox, a freshman at
Duke University is the current
Junior Sungoddess. Avery was
selected last spring while a
se n i o r a t E a s t L a k e H i g h

School.
Over $7,000 in scholarship awards were provided to
the winner and two runners-up
last year.
Applications are
available in the Guidance
Office at all Pinellas County
high schools and on the
Festival of States website at
festivalofstates.com
All applications must be
completed and returned to the
Suncoaster office by January
14, 2011. Applicants must be
the daughter of a family
residing in Pinellas County
with plans to further her
education after high school
and must be 16 years of age
by March 1, 2011.
The written applications
will be used to determine the
top 20 candidates who will
se r v e o n t h e 2 0 11 J u n i o r
Sungoddess Court. Applications

will be judged on community
service, academic achievement, and an essay question.
The 2011 Junior
Su n g o d d e s s w i l l t h e n b e
selected from the Court based
on leadership qualities, personality, poise and their ability
to speak comfortably to the
judges and large groups.
Karen Simpson, Senior
Vice President at American
Momentum Bank will serve as
the Junior Sungoddess
Committee Chairperson again
this year. Other members of
the Junior Sungoddess
Committee include Sylvia
Ameen, Claire Aucremann,
Kay & Jim Brown, Linwood
Gilbert, Stephanie Goforth,
Mandy Hand, Guy
Va n M i d d l e s w o r t h , J i l l
Wilkinson, Sue Buchholtz,
and Jessica Downes.

Emergency Energy Assistance
Available For Seniors
CLEARWATER - Pinellas
County Health and Human
Services provides emergency
energy assistance of up to $600
to senior citizens unable to pay
their power bills.
Funds from the Area
Agency on Aging of
Pasco/Pinellas Inc. can help
residents 60 and older in
danger of having their power
disconnected during the designated cooling and heating
seasons when demand and bills
are higher than normal.
Eligible seniors must have a
crisis with a delinquent notice
from the utility company or a
notice that power has been shut
off to be considered for help.

They may also qualify to
receive repairs to a cooling unit
or a voucher for fans, heaters
and blankets.
Eligible seniors can receive
help up to twice a year during
each high-demand season.
Health and Human Services
staff members screen applicants to determine if they meet
income limits. The income
limit is 150 percent of the
Federal Poverty Guideline. For
a household of one, the limit is
$16,245 a year. For two people,
the income limit is $21,855
(add $5,610 for each additional
member of family units with
more than eight members).
Prospective clients can

either stop by a Health and
Human Services office or call
for an appointment and information. Call Annie Shaw at
(727) 464-8400 in Clearwater
or Anne Eicher at (727) 5827781 in St. Petersburg. Health
and Human Services offices
are located at 2189 Cleveland
St., Suite 230, Clearwater and
at 6 4 7 F i r s t Av e . N . ,
S t . Petersburg.
Assistance is provided
without discrimination on the
basis of race, color, sex, age,
disability, religion or national
origin.
This program is funded by
Area Agency on Aging of
Pasco/Pinellas Inc.

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT
TERRIANA ANGEL JACKSON
November 12, 2008 - October 30, 2010
Parents: Latesha and Terrell Jackson
Viewing: Friday, Nov. 5 from 6-8 p.m.
Lawson Funeral Home, 4535 Central Avenue
Service: Saturday, Nov. 6, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.
St. Mark M.B. Church, 1301 37th St. South

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Crucial

BY AJAI HILTON
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - People
living with a chronic disease
know it can become an everpresent shadow in their lives.
But for those living with sickle
cell disease, the shadow appears
like an assassin striking at
anytime and anywhere with little
or no warning.
Sickle cell disease is a
condition that mutates the
normal shape of a person’s
oxygen-carrying red blood cells
into a characteristic “C” or sickle
shape. According to Myron
Mills, outreach coordinator for
the St. Petersburg chapter of the
Sickle Cell Disease Association
of America, it’s a disease few
people know about or understand, including some doctors.
“Most time they may read
about it in the paper once every
six or seven years because there’s
not a lot written about sickle cell
like there is cancer … AIDS …
those other health issues,” Mills
said. “So a lot of people aren’t
educated on it.”
Mills is one of 10 outreach
coordinators who help educate
the public by going to area
churches, schools and health
facilities - wherever he can
spread the word about sickle cell
disease and sickle cell trait. He
says the disease and the trait go
hand-in-hand. About one in 10
African-Americans will have the
trait that is often symptomless.
”Each per s on has two
normal hemoglobin genes,”
Mills said. “When you have
children you give your child one
of those genes. If you have the
trait then one of those genes is
sickle. When you have children

you’re going to give your child
either that normal gene or that
sickle gene. So if two people
with the trait have a child, they
may each give the child the
sickle cell gene.”
To better understand how the
disease affects sufferers, Mills
explained it by saying that each
person has healthy smooth,
round, red blood cells flowing
freely through their veins. But
someone with sickle cell also has
elongated, sickle-shaped cells
that are hard and jagged. These
cells cannot move freely through
the blood vessel and become
lodged, blocking all other cells
behind them. When this happens,
a pain crisis occurs and it can
happen anywhere in the body he
said.
“One patient, she has three
kids; she says the pain she feels
from sickle cell is worse than
childbirth,” Mills said.
In fact, he said the pain is so
excruciating, over-the-counter
medications won’t help. So,
most patients in crisis go to the
emergency room for help.
Dr. Edward Ivy is a medical
officer with the Division for the
Application of Research
Discoveries of the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.
He said the problems associated
with the disease go far beyond
the pain.
“People with sickle cell are
at risk of damage to organs from
trapped sickle cells,” Ivy said.
“There is an increased risk of
stroke in individuals with sickle
cell due to disruption of blood
flow to the brain.
“Many individuals with
sickle cell disease lose function
of their spleen, the organ of the
body that is important for
fighting infections from bacteria.

Because of loss of splenic
function, people with sickle cell
disease are at an increased risk
of severe infections, including
pneumonia and sepsis.”
According to the National
Heart Lung and Blood Institute,
an estimated 70,000 to 100,000
people in this country have
sickle cell disease or the sickle
cell trait. While all ethnic groups
can be affected, many of those
are African-American.
Ronald Nelson is a St.
Petersburg attorney. Although he
doesn’t suffer from sickle cell, he
grew up with a sister and brother
who had the illness. As a child,
he said learning of the disease
and dealing with its effects on the
family was sometimes difficult.
“The effect it’s had on my
family is … well, when you see
your family member suffering
from such pain and there’s
nothing you can do, it can be psychologically traumatic,” Nelson
said. “Otherwise, we tend to deal
with it quite well.”
But one of the concerns
Nelson has is the way sickle cell
patients are treated when they
arrive at the emergency room.
“The emergency room staffs
do not treat a sickle cell patient
with any since of urgency,”
Nelson said. “They’re simply left
there squirming in devastating
pain.”
Mills said part of the reason
for such treatment may be
because some people can experience a pain crisis several times a
month, and therefore find themselves seeking hospital care to
relieve the agonizing pain. These
multiple visits may, in effect,
desensitize hospital staff, making
them suspicious of the patient.
“The first thing they’re going
to say maybe is I’m a drug

Courtesy of

seeker,” Mills said.
Mills recommended a
solution to the problem would be
to establish a sickle cell clinic
here in the Tampa Bay area
where knowledgeable care
providers can treat patients.
“I know, in Atlanta, they
have a 24-hour sickle cell clinic
at Grady Hospital,” Mills said.
“So, if I’m in Atlanta and I have a
pain crisis I’m going to Grady
Hospital. They have sickle cell
expert doctors there.”
Until there’s such a place
here in Florida, sickle cell
patients must find ways to
manage the pain and minimize
the occurrence of a crisis. Mills
said the best way to achieve this
goal is by drinking water to stay
hydrated, keep stress levels low
and take prescribed medications
properly.
“They have to take extra precautions,” he said. “They have
to.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
students. NNB serves the USF St.
Petersburg campus and the surrounding community. Please call
us at 727-327-2129 to report
your community news, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Friday, Nov. 5 - First Friday St. Pete Get Downtown Music
Series. Central Ave. btwn. 2nd and 3rd St. 5:30 p.m. Visit
www.firstfridaystpete.com or www.breakfastoptimist.org or call
727-393-3597. Get downtown and get down with the fun. Join
us for great music, a lively crowd and all the fun you can handle.

Saturday, Nov. 6 - Begin your holiday shopping at Willis S.
Johns Center’s 25th Annual Holiday Craft Bazaar from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Fossil Park, 6635 M. L. King St. Jr. N. The bazaar
features a variety of hand crafted items, one-of-a-kind decorations and gifts for the holidays. This event is free and open to the
public. Proceeds benefit Fossil Park TASCO Teen Programs.
For more information contact Carlos Daniels, 551-3272 or
carlos.daniels@stpete.org.
Saturday, Nov. 6 - Saturday Morning Market. Al Lang Field
parking Lot, corner of 1st Ave. and 1st St. S., 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Learn more by visiting www.saturdaymorningmarket.com Visit
the largest farmer's market in Florida for a variety of fresh and
organic produce, gourmet baked goods, prepared foods, plants
and flowers, arts and crafts or a variety of handcrafted items.
Musical entertainment: Motel Funk.

Saturday, Nov. 6 - SPIFFs St. Petersburg International Folk
Festival. Vinoy Park. 10 to 9 p.m. www.spiffs.org or 727-5521896. Ethnic villages will capture the flavor of each country.
Costumed villagers demonstrate time-honored hand craftsmanship and prepare ethnic food specialties for visitors. Dance,
drink, eat and shop your way around the world as you move
from village to village sampling a variety of homemade ethnic
dishes prepared before your eyes, International market place
and be entertained by live music and entertainers from the
villages. The spectacular Grand Opening Ceremonies include
the many SPIFFS ethnic groups parading around the park, led
by colorful Bands, Pipers & African Drummers. Folk Fair is your
chance to travel the world in a day - without leaving the country.
Don't miss this once a year opportunity to take part in the magic
of song, dance and foods from around the world.

Wednesday, Nov. 10 - The Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of
Commerce will host Mike Deeson as their guest speaker at
their Luncheon to be held at the Tampa Bay Downs, 11:30am to 1 pm. Mike is a senior reporter for WTSP and leads
the Emmy Award winning series “What’s That Costing
You.” Mike has been in broadcast journalism over 40
years and nearly 30 of those have been in our market.
This event is open to the public. Register online at
www.utbchamber.com or call 813-855-4233.

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
1834 49th Street South Ste. B, St. Petersburg, FL 33707
(727) 328-2623

Fall Special $10.00
Basic Rollerset/Wrap
Monday by Appt. only
Tues-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3

FREZELL’S CARWASH
& UPHOLSTERY

NEW LOCATION

We Make Cars & Furniture Look Brand New

Cell: 727-894-7750
Shop: 727-83-8509
FREZELLE ROUX, Owner/Operator
1605 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

EARN MONEY NOW
FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS!
Sell Advertising Space In The Weekly Challenger!

Call (727) 896-2922

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

UNIQUE STYLEZ and CUTZ

WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI
115 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 • Monday-Saturday

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

Saturday, November 6, 2010
For more information,
call Mordecai Walker at 727-898-6543

CLASSIFIED
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER Office/Advertising Manager, Marketing/Circulation Manager and
Sales Associates. Call 727-896-2922 for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What Black Women Need To
Know About Breast Cancer

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA

October marked the 26th
anniversary of National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. Is
there cause for celebration?
For many reasons, the answer
is a resounding “yes.” The
number of women diagnosed
with breast cancer in the
United States began decreasing in 1999 and death rates
have dropped steadily since
1990. Research— much of it
funded by the National Cancer
Institute—has improved our
understanding of breast cancer
and produced more effective
treatments.
Still, progress for African
American women is lagging
behind. Although AfricanAmericans are less likely than
white women to be diagnosed
with breast cancer, they have
higher rates of death from the
disease than any other racial or
ethnic group in the United
States. Breast cancer death
rates have decreased among
African-American women in
recent years, but the decline
has been slower than that in
white women. And AfricanAmerican women are more
likely to be diagnosed at later
stages, when cancer has spread
beyond the breast—and when
it is more difficult to treat.
The good news is that there
is power in information. Get
the facts. And, always, talk
with your health care provider
about treatment.
Here’s what you need to
know about breast cancer:
- Breast cancer is a cancer
that forms in tissues of the
breast, usually the ducts (tubes
that carry milk to the nipple)
and lobules (glands that make
milk). It occurs in both men
and women, although male
breast cancer is rare.
- An estimated 207,090
women and 1,970 men will be
diagnosed with breast cancer
this year. More than 19,000 of

those diagnosed will be
African-American women—
breast cancer is the most
common cancer in African
American women. But more
than three out of four African
American women diagnosed
with breast cancer are
survivors five years after
diagnosis.
- Mammograms are x-ray
pictures of the breast that can
find breast cancer early.
Screening mammograms are
used to check for breast cancer
in women who have no
symptoms of the disease. If
you are age 40 or older, you
should have screening mammograms every one to two
years. Women who are at
higher than average risk of
breast cancer should talk with
their health care provider about
whether to have mammograms
before age 40 and how often to
have them. Some state and
local health programs and
employers provide mammograms for free or at low cost.
Information about low-cost or
free mammography screening
programs is also available
t h r o u g h N C I ’s C a n c e r
Informa tion Serv i ce (s ee
below).
Many risk factors for
breast cancer have been identified. Risk factors are anything
that can increase your chance
of getting a disease. Some
bre ast ca nc er ri s k fact o rs
cannot be changed (such as
your age or family history),
whereas others can. But having
a risk factor doesn’t mean that
you will get breast cancer. To
better understand your risk,
v i s i t N C I ’s We b s i t e ,
“ U n d e r s t a n d i n g
Mammograms and Your Risk
of Breast Cancer” at
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/screening/breast/understanding-mammograms.
Don’t ignore symptoms. If
you notice any changes in your
breasts, be proactive and visit

your health care professional.
Most changes are not breast
cancer, but they should always
be checked.
Research has shown that
increased physical activity
may reduce risk for breast
c a n c e r. E v e n m o d e r a t e
exercise, such as a 30 minute
daily walk, can make a big difference in improving your
overall health. Make physical
activity a part of your everyday
life.
Wei g h t g ai n aft er y o u
reach menopause may increase
your risk for breast cancer.
Doctors know that obesity can
increase your risk for a number
of diseases—so it makes sense
to maintain a healthy weight at
any age.
Dri n k i n g al co h o l can
increase your breast cancer
risk. If you are concerned, talk
with your health care professional about reducing your
consumption of alcoholic
beverages.
To learn more about breast
cancer, visit the National
Cancer Institute Web site at
www.cancer.gov (search term:
breas t ) o r cal l 1 -8 0 0 -4 CANCER (that’s 1-800-4226237). NCI has a variety of
information on breast cancer
risk, prevention, screening,
treatment, clinical trials, and a
host of other topics.
NCI leads the National
Cancer Program and the NIH
effort to dramatically reduce
the burden of cancer and
improve the lives of cancer
patients and their families,
through research into prevention and cancer biology, the
development of new interventions, and the training and
mentoring of new researchers.
For more information about
cancer, visit the NCI Web site
at http://www.cancer.gov or
call NCI’s Cancer Information
Service at 1-800-4-CANCER
(1-800-422-6237).
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PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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By
Cherin L. Stover

Successful ‘Bank On
St. Petersburg’ Financial
Education Workshop
Sponsored By
Raymond James Bank

Art, who had some
blemishes on his credit from an
earlier time in life, was grateful
for the financial tools he gained
from a recent workshop and
anxious to take his certificate of
completion to the credit union
around the corner to get a new
financial start. He knows he is
more mature now and armed
with a much more real understanding of personal finances.
He also knows that he will be a
good customer for his new
bank.
Art was one of eighteen
st u d e n t s w h o a t t e n d t h e
Lakewood Community School
GED class at the James B.
Sanderlin Family Center who
participated in and completed a
four-hour “Bank on St. Pete”
(BOSP) financial education
class sponsored by Raymond
James Bank. Raymond James
Bank has been involved with
teaching financial education in
Pinellas County for a few years
and partners with the Wealth
Building Coalition of Pinellas
County, among others, to
provide “Bank on St. Pete”
instruction. The course is a
condensed version of the FDIC
Money Smart course that can be
found at www.fdic.gov/moneysmart. The class was taught
by Nancy McCarthy, SVP/
Chief Compliance Officer, and
Michele Brean, AVP/Loan
Administration Officer, both
from Raymond James Bank in
St. Petersburg.
The students who were
working on their GED represented a wide range of ages,
from young adults to retirees,
and had a wide range of experiences in the financial world.
According to Pat Jennings,
M.Ed./MBA, the GED instructor who graciously offered to
have his students participate in
the financial education
workshop during one hour over
the course of four weeks, “some
of the more mature class
members could be seen nodding
knowingly as Nancy and
Michele discussed the assorted
traps and tricks in financial
services. They had first-hand
knowledge of these lessons and

could add personal experiences
to make the point. Some of the
younger students were wideeyed as they saw how ‘being
banked’ could make such a difference in day to day life.”
Nationwide as many as 22
million people lack basic
checking and savings accounts
and are generally referred to as
the “unbanked”. It is estimated
that 18,300 households in St.
Petersburg are unbanked.
Among households lacking a
checking account, 52 percent
include at least one full time
worker; using a non-bank check
casher costs the household an
average of $40 per payroll
check. These workers could
potentially save as much as
$40,000 over their career by
relying on a low cost checking
account versus alternative
services to perform their basic
financial service needs.
The “Bank on St.
Petersburg” program seeks to
bring the City’s unbanked population into the financial mainstream by tailoring bank
products to meet the financial
needs of the population, raising
awareness in the unbanked
community about the benefits
of opening and running a transactional bank account, and
providing accessible financial
education to ensure that the
opening of the account is only
the first step in their move
toward financial security for
their families. BOSP is only a
first step for the unbanked population as they begin to move
themselves and their families
toward financial independence,
debt reduction, and wealth generation.
Several of the GED students
are recent immigrants with
some language barriers, and Pat
Jennings stated that “they
greeted the class with an enthusiasm that was surprising. They
appeared ready to take what
they were learning directly into
the marketplace.” Both Nancy
McCarthy and Michele Brean
appreciated the enthusiasm of
all the participating students.
Nancy found the students “to be
very engaged with lots of

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

questions for us. They also
added some great information
based on their own experiences.
I thought it was worthwhile to
teach the class at the center over
four one hour s e s s i o n s o n
We d n e s d a y mornings.”
A c c o r d i n g t o N an cy,
“breaking it up into smaller
sessions allowed everyone
to absorb the information and
be thinking about questions
they had for us the following
week. It’s too bad that most of
our society including our
children are missing this basic
banking information from their
education. But we really enjoy
teaching and have lots of people
at the bank that are willing to
teach classes.”
Michele spoke about how
meaningful it is to her to teach
the financial education classes.
She stated that “teaching these
classes around the community
is one of the most rewarding
aspects of my career; however
the GED prep classes at the
Sanderlin Center were by far
the most rewarding for me, personally. The “Bank on St. Pete”
curriculum was perfect for this
audience; the students were
“plugged in” and truly engaged
– asking many questions and
providing us with an opportunity to tailor their class to their
specific needs.”
Pat Jennings thought the
BOSP class “was a grand
success and the Lakewood
Community School GED class
at the Sanderlin Center wishes
to thank the people at Raymond
James and the Wealth Building
Coalition for both their efforts
as well as their generosity”.
For information about the
BOSP program and financial
education workshops, contact
the James B. Sanderlin Family
Center at 727-321-9444 or visit
www.BankonStPete.org.
T h e We a l t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition promotes and expands
economic and asset-building
opportunities for low- and
moderate-income households
throughout Pinellas County and
is supported by JWB Children’s
Services Council and The
Weekly Challenger.
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STATE NEWS
Doe Asks For Increase;
No Cola For Teachers

BY KATHLEEN HAUGHNEY
THE NEWS SERVICE OF
FLORIDA

THE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE - The state’s public
education system is requesting
more than a $650 million
increase for next year to pay for
higher enrollment, plus special
reading and technology initiatives.
But there would be no cost
of living adjustments for public
school employees, under the
State Board of Educationapproved budget request.
With the economy still in the
doldrums, officials said they also
would ask for only a relatively
small increase in per-student
spending, just under $9. That
would take per-pupil spending to
about $6,845, still short of the
$7,126 per-student spent in
Florida in 2008.
The state is facing a $2.5
billion shortfall in the 2011-2012
fiscal year.
The total K-12 operating
budget and public works budget
request for 2011-2012 totals
$19.44 billion, a 3.5 percent
increase over last year’s $18.8
billion budget.
Department of Education
staff had initially included a cost
of living adjustment for teachers
in the agency’s proposed budget
request, but the State Board of

NAACP

continued from front page

For president, it’s 8-year
branch officer Rev. Martin
Rainey, who’s served as 1st, 2nd
and 3rd vice president in years
past, and who now chairs the
Education Committee versus
Rev. Manuel Sykes, pastor of
Bethel Community Baptist
Ch u rch w hos e credentials
include Co-Chairing the successful FAST advocacy group
and serving as District Overseer
of the International Full Gospel
Baptist Fellowship. He is a
former chair of Religious
Affairs for the Newark, New
Jersey NAACP branch, and was
recruited to run by one-term
outgoing President Ray Tampa.
For 1st vice president, it’s
Trenia Cox, an NAACP officer
of 12 years, including two years
as president and two terms as
1st vice president, competing
against Ray Tampa, who opted
not to run for a second term as
president. Cox was recruited in
2000 by former branch
president Darryl Rouson to
serve as chair of Community
Coordination. She spent two
years on the Executive
Committee for the Kalamazoo,
Michigan NAACP. Tampa is a
former public school principal
and business owner.
Who’s backing whom, and
why?
Supporters of Rev. Manuel
Sykes say they’d like to see
fresh, new energy in the top job.
Mary Darling, current treasurer,
says “The minute I met him, he
impressed me as a very calm,
professional person, one I felt
could take over and move the
association forward. I worked
with him on a recent forum and
he was extremely organized.”
Ray Tampa says “Rev. Sykes
is by far the best man for the job.
He brings leadership skills,
communication skills, and
respectability in the
community.” Tampa also challenges the notion that Rainey’s

Education nixed it, with
members saying that it needed to
reflect the economic realities of
the state.
The budget request was
presented
Thursday
by
Education Commissioner Eric
Smith to legislative staff and
officials in the governor’s office.
The governor – though it will be
a new one in January – will take
the proposal into consideration in
proposing a budget, but
lawmakers will write the
spending plan.
With many businesses not
able to give pay raises to
employees,
several
board
members said at a meeting last
month that education personnel
should not be any different.
Smith said Thursday that the
board simply made the decision
“in acknowledgment” of the bad
economy.
The statewide teachers’
union, the Florida Education
Association,
typically
has
lobbied for higher teacher pay
and a union spokesman said that
if the state wants to compete, it
needs to pay its teachers better.
“It’s sad that the State Board
of Education isn’t even trying to
help the teachers that the
education establishment always
proclaims have been so pivotal in
increasing achievement in this
state,” FEA spokesman Mark
Pudlow wrote in an email to the

experience is a plus, saying “He
hasn’t performed well in past
positions. I became president
because I was recruited to run
against Rainey by people who
said they would resign from the
branch if he were elected
president.” Tampa narrowly won
the 2008 election with a margin
of four votes over Rainey.
Though the president and
vice presidents are elected separately, Cox and Rainey have
forged a slate-style allegiance.
She says “I respect the track
record of both candidates, but
for me, it boils down to experience. The needs are too urgent
for untested leadership.”
Van Alstine voices a similar
sentiment. Though she hasn’t
endorsed either candidate, she
says “I’m looking at who has
the years of experience and
work ethic to start working on
day one. You really do have to
understand the workings of the
NAACP to be successful. There
is so much of a learning curve
that by the time a new President
learns the ropes, they’ve made
lots of mistakes.”
Harry Harvey, a long-time
branch officer, is also aligning
with the Rainey-Cox slate for
similar reasons. His feedback
signals that Rev. Sykes may lose
support if voters associate him
too closely with Ray Tampa.
Harvey says “This past two
years was the first time I’ve
seen people refuse to become
membe rs ba s ed u p o n t h e
president. I’ve also see people
become dues-paying members
specifically to vote Ray out of
office.”
The Candidates speak (their
answers to four questions)
Question #1 – What’s at
stake for the NAACP at this
unique time in our history?
Rainey: At stake is the
survival of the NAACP.
President Obama’s election is
being portrayed as if African
Americans need no further
remedies to level the playing
field. This is incorrect, but the

News Service.
While state education
officials are being forced to
lower expectations, Florida
schools could see some relief
outside of the state’s budget.
Florida’s Race to the Top
winnings will also be used to
bolster initiatives with struggling
schools and teacher training. The
state is receiving $700 million
over the next four years, half of
which will be used by the state
Department of Education for
different programs throughout
the state. The other half of the
money would go to individual
participating school districts.
“So we have the opportunity
to put these in areas that can give
schools some leverage and
movement in this state,” said
Frances Haithcock, chancellor of
the public school system.
The State Board of
Education’s budget request
could of course dramatically
alter by the time the Legislature
begins work on next year’s
budget in the spring. The
Department of Education, like
other state agencies, are under
the direction of Gov. Charlie
Crist, who will be leaving office
come January. Republican Rick
Scott may have different priorities that could change the budget
requests.

NAACP is no longer viewed as
a problem-solving organization.
This perception has lead to low
engaged membership. But the
St. Petersburg branch has historically been one of the more
dynamic Florida branches, with
accomplishments varying from
equal pay for black teachers the
creation of District 55, which
elected local black lawmakers
to the State House.
Sykes: At stake for the
NAACP is its relevance and
respect in this community. The
St. Petersburg branch has a
checkered past, filled with
inconsistencies and lacking a
cohesive community agenda.
It’s no secret that there has been
much infighting and scrambling
for prominence in ways that have
weakened the organization and
hamstrung its attempts to move
forward as a unified body. While
our community suffers from
systemic oppression, unemployment, drug addiction, violence,
and academic and economic disparities, it is paramount that we
seize this time to be at the
forefront making a difference,
which was this organization’s
purpose at its inception.
Question #2: What do you
personally bring to the table to
move the NAACP forward?
Rainey: I bring the leadership acumen to implement the
NAACP State Strategic Plan and
the local strategic framework.
Further I have been a proponent
of social change for over 25
years. This includes membership
and leadership in 10 faith based
and advocacy organizations. The
NAACP is one. Its mission to
promote the political, educational, social and economic equality
of rights and the elimination of
racial discrimination is one that I
have embraced. I am the only
candidate running for president
with a paid NAACP life membership. I have served as 1st,
2nd, and 3rd vice president and
currently serve as the chair of the
Education Committee, which
happens to be the most effective

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Quincy Delight Jones, Jr.

Quincy Delight Jones, Jr. (born
March 14, 1933) also known as Q,
is an American music conductor,
record producer, musical arranger,
film composer and trumpeter.
During five decades in the entertainment industry, Jones has earned
a record 79 Grammy Award nominations, 27 Grammys, including a
Grammy Legend Award in 1991.
He is best known as the producer of
the album Thriller, by pop icon
Michael Jackson, which has sold
104 million copies worldwide, and
as the producer and conductor of
the charity song “We Are the
World”. He is also well known for
his popular 1962 song "Soul Bossa
Nova", which originated on the Big
Band Bossa Nova album.
In 1968, Jones and his songwriting partner, Bob Russell
became the first AfricanAmericans to be nominated for an
Academy Award in the “Best

Original Song” category. That
same year, he became the first
African-American to be
nominated twice within the same
year when he was nominated for
“Best Original Score” for his work
on the music of the 1967 film “In
Cold Blood.” In 1971 Jones would
receive the honor of becoming the
first African-American to be named
musical director/ conductor of the
Academy Awards ceremony. Jones
was also the first, and so far, the only,
African-American to be nominated as
a producer in the category of Best
Picture (in 1986, for The Color
Purple). He was also the first
African-American to win the
Academy's
Jean
Hersholt
Humanitarian Award, in 1995. He
is tied with sound designer Willie
D. Burton as the most Oscarnominated African-American,
each of them having seven nominations. At the 2008 BET Awards
Quincy Jones was presented with
the Humanitarian Award, this
award was presented to him for all
the work and service he has given
to the world throughout his life.
While working on the film
“The Wiz,” Michael Jackson
asked him to produce his
upcoming solo record. The result,
“Off The Wall” has sold a staggering 20 million copies and made

Jones the most powerful record
producer in the industry. Jones' and
Jackson's next collaboration,
“Thriller,” has sold 104 million
copies and became the highestselling album of all time.
Jones first worked with Frank
Sinatra when he was invited by
Princess Grace to arrange a benefit
at the Monaco Sporting Club in
1958. Six years later, Sinatra hired
him to arrange and conduct
Sinatra's second album with Count
Basie, “It Might as Well Be
Swing,” 1964. Jones conducted and
arranged 1966's live album with the
Basie Band, Sinatra at the Sands.
Jones
was
also
the
arranger/conductor when Sinatra,
Sammy Davis, Jr., Dean Martin,
and Johnny Carson performed with
the Basie orchestra in St. Louis in a
benefit for Dismas House in June
1965. The fund-raiser was
broadcast to a number of other
theaters around the country and
eventually released on DVD. Later
that year, Jones was also the
arranger/ conductor when Sinatra
and Basie appeared on "The
Hollywood Palace" TV show on
October 16, 1965. Nineteen years
later, Sinatra and Jones teamed up
for 1984s “L.A. Is My Lady,” after
a joint Sinatra-Lena Horne project
was abandoned.

of 16 standing Committees.
Sykes: I have a long history
of working with many individuals and organizations attempting
to fight injustices in this
community. I believe that I am a
collaborative and congenial
person who brings unity and
who elevates the ideal over the
ego. I have enjoyed good
working relationships with both
political and grassroots efforts,
and I believe in the strength of
diversity. I would be a catalyst
for dialogue between dissenting
parties, an advocate for a united
agenda, and a fearless
spokesperson armed with
credible research and realistic
solutions. I am positive that my
presidency would solidify
existing positive relationships
and establish new alliances. My
motto is “United We Stand”,
and I will move this organization forward with that impetus.
Question #3: Why are you
a superior candidate compared
to your competitor?
Rainey: I am the superior
candidate for several reasons.
My knowledge and understanding of the NAACP eliminates
the learning curve, and my
availability is a plus. As a
retired pastor and educator, I
have no administrative responsibilities that impede me from
giving this organization my full
attention at such a critical time.
I am blessed with networking
ability to establish and reestablish partnerships with old
and respected NAACP supporter s . A l s o i m p o r t a n t i s m y
expertise in non-profit management and training in organizational development. If elected, I
will seek to promote an environment that maximizes the use of
talented individuals with laserlike focus in community
problem-solving.
Sykes: I am a superior
candidate due to my visionary
gifts. While I am firmly planted
in the present, my ideas and
efforts have always moved
toward a positive future. My

life’s work has been the development of faith and action
among people whose commitment is to do God’s work on
earth. This includes fighting for
justice, and relieving human
suffering to the fullest extent
possible. I have trained and
delegated opportunities to many
men and women whose service
to the community began under
my tutelage. As such, I have
demonstrated the ability to
utilize the gifts and talents of
each individual for the enhancement of every organization that
I have had the opportunity to
lead. I have vast experience
working with diversity people,
and have labored among black
and white, rich and poor,
educated and uneducated,
broken and unbroken for the
common good. I would bring
this same sensitivity and compassionate leadership to an
organization whose historic
struggle and present mission
requires such assets.
Question #4: If elected,
what are your top 3 priorities?
Rainey: Education first. In
the area of closing the achievement gap, we need strategies to
advocate for additional grant
dollars for instruction of at–risk
students, monitoring of all
agreements related to the
B r a d l e y C o u r t O r d e r, a n d
expansion of the number of fundamental schools. We must stop
the criminalization of students
for violating school codes of
conduct, in part by advocating
for implementation of the new
Zero Tolerance Policy passed
by the Florida Legislature, and
for more Family Engagement.
Second is Economic
D e v e l o p m e n t . We s h o u l d
replicate the Hillsborough
NAACP model to increase
contract awards to minority
businesses, offer more support
to struggling minority businesses, work with the Job Corp and
City to engage more disconnected Black youth, and work with
the state NAACP to advocate

for a livable wage for youth and
adults.
Third is Community
Development, utilizing the
bl a c k m e d i a , t h e f a i t h
community, parental engagement and other networks along
with mentoring to break the
cycle of addiction and failure
within the Black family.
Sykes: As President of the
Branch, it is my intent to
accomplish the following goals:
To build on the four pillars
of the NAACP’s support base
through aggressively seeking
memberships, enlisting the
support of the black churches,
advocating for the growth of
black owned businesses, and
forging a more supportive relationship with our black media.
Second, I will forge relationships of mutual collaboration with
other organizations such as FAST,
the Urban League, Neighborhood
Associations, Catholic Charities,
the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance, and the
Nation of Islam to enhance synergistic efforts where our common
interests merge.
Third, I plan to create and
maintain an atmosphere of
harmony, respect for leadership,
and cohesiveness in our local
branch. Our efforts as an organization should never be
hamstrung by egos, personal
agendas, or vindictiveness. The
NAACP began with spiritual
roots, and I will stress that each
person act on the tenets of their
faith, which mandate integrity,
solidarity, and respect.
Last but not least, I will
assure that we are connected
with, supportive of and
esteemed by the National,
Regional, and State branches of
the NAACP. We will never stray
from our original purposes, nor
contradict the national agenda
that is set before us?
All NAACP eligible voting
members are encouraged to vote
in the November 16th election.
For more information, call the
Branch at 727-898-3310.

Quincy Jones
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BUCS
CORNER
Morris: Bucs Still NFC's
Best After Topping Cards

Raheem Morris

BY BOB BAUM

GLENDALE, Ariz . (AP)
Don't expect Tampa Bay coach
Raheem Morris to back off his
“best in the NFC” comment now.
No team in the conference has
a better record after his
Buccaneers (5-2) beat the Arizona
Cardinals 38-35 on Sunday.
“I am going to re ma in
unwavered,” Morris said. “As
long as my record says we're the
best team in the NFC, I am not
going to let anyone tell me that we
are not.”
The victory moved Tampa Bay
into a first-place tie with the idle
Falcons in the NFC South. The
t e a m s m eet next Sunday in
Atlanta.
The Bucs added to their repu-

tation for fourth-quarter
comebacks, even if they had to
blow a 17-point lead to do it.
Josh Freeman's 53-yard pass
to rookie Arrelious Benn set up
LaGarrette Blount's 1-yard run for
what proved to be the winning
score with 5:13 left. It was the
fourth time this season Tampa Bay
has rallied to win in the final
quarter. Freeman has six fourthquarter comebacks in 16 career
starts.
“It's like he almost did that on
purpose,” Morris joked. “He is
throwing games to get another
fourth-quarter comeback.”
Morris called his 22-year-old
quarterback “resilient and wise
beyond his years.”
The Cardinals (3-4) were left
with more questions at quarterback.
Rookie Max Hall was benched
in the second quarter after he had
two interceptions returned for
touchdowns.
Derek Anderson came on and
helped Arizona rally and take a 3531 lead, but with the Cardinals
down by three points at the Bucs
20 with two minutes to play, he
forced a pass over the middle
intended for Larry Fitzgerald.
Aqib Talib, who had returned a
pick 45 yards for a touchdown in
the second quarter, intercepted at
the 3-yard line.
“We're in field goal range and
we've got two minutes. Worst case

you think you're going to get a tie,”
Arizona coach Ken Whisenhunt said.
“We can't force it in there. Throw
it away, come back down and we
still have a chance to get in and
win the game.”
Whisenhunt called it “a very
bitter loss” and didn't want to talk
about who would start at quarterback next Sunday at Minnesota.
“I'm not going to have any
decisions on that right now,” he
said. “The one thing I'll tell you is
we're not getting what we need out
of the quarterback position.”
The Bucs (5-2) won their fifth
straight on the road dating to last
season.
Blount, the rookie from
Oregon who was suspended nearly
all of his senior season for
punching a Boise State player,
rushed for 120 yards and two
touchdowns on 22 carries. He
came to Tampa Bay after being
waived by Tennessee.
Among his runs was a late 48yarder that featured an Olympicsworthy hurdle of would-be tackler
Kerry Rhodes.
“That's definitely instincts
taking over,” Blount said. “I've
never been a hurdler. I never did
hurdling and track. I never did any
of t h at . It was j u s t fo o t b al l
instincts.”
Arizona's Steve Breaston,
back after missing three games
because of arthroscopic knee
surgery, caught eight passes for a

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

career-high 147 yards.
“It all washes out in a loss,” he
said. “It really doesn't matter what
I did.”
Gerald Hayes, activated for
the first time since offseason back
surgery, returned a fumble by
Blount 21 yards for the second
Cardinals touchdown in a 23second span of the final minute of
the third quarter.
Freeman passed for 278 yards
but failed to throw the ball away
on a crucial third-down play late in
the game. That left Connor Barth
with a 54-yard field goal try that
Rhodes burst up the middle to
block.
“That was the worst mistake,”
Freeman said. “... A lot of times,
when you have a critical mistake
like that, you lose a game. But our
defense had our back.”
That gave Arizona a short
field, and the Cardinals made it to
the 20 before Talib's crucial
pickoff.
Arizona drove to the Tampa 20
and seemed certain to at least get a
game-tying field goal.
Fitzgerald's second TD catch
o f t h e d a y, a 5 - y a r d e r f r o m
Anderson, had put Arizona ahead
35-31, but nearly 10 minutes still
remained, plenty of time for
Tampa Bay.
“We got in the huddle and
everybody was ready to go,”
Freeman said. “All right, they
scored. So what? Let's go.”

The Bucs (5-2) will travel to Atlanta to face the Falcons (5-2) Sunday, Nov. 7th at 1:00 p.m.

Rams Get Break After Surprising 4-4 Start

Rams running back Steven
Jackson

BY R.B. FALLSTROM

ST. LOUIS (AP) - The St.
Louis Rams are no longer the
league's laughing stock.
The franchise that went 1-15
last season and has picked no
lower than second the past three
drafts is a legitimate playoff
contender heading into its bye
week.
The 4-4 record may not seem
like much, but it's the Rams best at
the midway point since 2006 when
they also had that start.
They're only a half-game out
of first place in the NFC West.
“I think you know, quote
unquote, we may not have recognizable names,” running back
Steven Jackson said after Sunday's
20-10 victory over the Carolina
Panthers. “I've learned this season

if you have guys who are willing
to execute, being coached and
listening to details during the
week, that you can play at a high
level.
“It's very impressive for us to
come together like we have.”
They can't be satisfied,
though, not after struggling a few
times already. The Rams followed
an impressive victory over the
Seahawks with a blowout loss at
Detroit, and lost in the last minute
at Tampa Bay the week after
holding off the Chargers.
Coach Steve Spagnuolo said
he told players Monday that all the
goals set before the season began
are within their grasp, and not to
look beyond the next game at San
Francisco on Nov. 14.
“It's not successful yet to me,”
Spagnuolo said. “This is a good
beginning. When I say good, I
certainly think we all know it
could have been better, and it also
could have been worse.
“We're in the thick of things. I
told the team this morning that
anything and everything we want
to accomplish is there.”
Players will get four days off
after practicing on Wednesday.
Spagnuolo held two practices last
year, but noted many players

would benefit from extra time to
heal from nagging injuries.
The Rams are down to four
healthy wide receivers after
Danario Alexander underwent a
fifth operation on his left knee on
Friday. Renard Foster started his
first game in three years at right
tackle in place of Jason Smith,
who sustained a concussion in
practice.
“It's a tough game,” wide
receiver Danny Amendola said.
“Injuries are part of the game and
it's unfortunate, but we'll be back.
We've got confidence in the room
that we can make plays.”
The most significant injury
was to cornerback James Butler,
who was to undergo an MRI for a
possible high ankle sprain.
Defensive end James Hall has a
broken hand, but it's expected he'll
be able to play through that. Tight
end Daniel Fells was to undergo a
CT scan on his back.
Spagnuolo gave the team a
positive grade in every phase
against the 1-6 Panthers.
Rookie Sam Bradford had his
best game, going 25 for 32 for 191
yards and two touchdowns with no
interceptions. The No. 1 pick was
motivated from the previous
week, probably his worst game,

when he failed to move the team in
a scoreless second half at Tampa
Bay.
The Rams' offense isn't flashy,
but gets the job done with short
passes and Steven Jackson's
running. Bradford said he
probably felt the most comfortable
in the pocket he has all season,
even though Jackson basically
played with one hand following
surgery for a broken ring finger on
his left hand earlier in the practice
week.
“I thought our offensive line
did a great job at giving me time,”
Bradford said. ``I think that really
helped out a lot. I was able to
really go through my reads, go
through my progressions and find
the completions.”
A much improved defense has
limited the opposition. St. Louis
had three sacks and intercepted
Matt Moore three times.
The first interception came on
the Panthers' first play, a fleaflicker foiled by linebacker James
Laurinaitis.
“Sometimes when you get one
of those it stays in the quarterback's head,'' safety Oshiomoghe
Atogwe said. ``He held some balls
when he shouldn't have and the Dline was able to get to him.”
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NATIONAL NEWS
Flawed Attacks
On The HBCU Idea

BY DR. IBRAM ROGERS

Ralph Jones Jr., a 16-yearold academic prodigy from
Atlanta, recently shocked some
Americans when they learned
that he choose to enroll at historically black Florida A&M
University instead of Harvard,
Stanford, Cornell and more than
40 other elite traditionally white
institutions.
Critical questions and
comments were ringing in public
forums. Why would this
African-American choose a historically black college over an
Ivy League school? Does he not
know the Ivy League road is
better paved and lit up for him to
travel quickly to economic
security?
“I would have picked
Harvard, hands down!” wrote
one commenter on The Root,
which interviewed Jones about
his decision. “There is too much
competition and to have the
Harvard name and prestige, it’s
priceless! FAMU is a good
school, but regardless of the
family feeling you go to college
to better yourself and your
chances for employment.”
This debate came on the
heels of a heated national
argument as to the mission of
HBCUs, tossed into the public
discourse by Wall Street Journal
editorial board member Jason
Riley in late September. Riley,
an African-American, responded
in a WSJ editorial to President
Barack Obama’s pledge earlier
in the month to invest $850
million in HBCUs over the next
decade.
HBCUs were necessary
when African-Americans could
not attend most historically
white colleges and universities
(HWCUs), Riley contends. But
now since there is “no shortage
of traditional colleges willing to
give black students a chance”

and the vast majority of AfricanAmericans
are
choosing
HWCUs, “Black colleges are at
a crossroads,” he writes.
Riley says the SAT scores of
students at the “better black
schools - Howard, Spelman,
Morehouse” still “lag behind
those at decent state schools like
the University of Texas at
Austin.” He also cited the low
graduation rates at HBCUs and a
study by two economists who
lamented about a “substantial
wage penalty” for attending
HBCUs.
Finally, he urged President
Barack Obama to consolidate
uneconomically small black
colleges, bring in for-profit
entities to manage other schools
and downgrade others to
community colleges.
Many academics challenged
Riley and this old attack on the
HBCU idea, which HBCUs
have combated since the late
1960s. His piece, “Black
Colleges Need a New Mission,”
was the latest in a seemingly
upsurge
of
condemnation
towards the supposed worthlessness of HBCUs, propelled by
“post-racial” and “race-neutral”
mythology.
By choosing FAMU - one of
the nation’s finest HBCUs - over
the country’s most elite and
heralded white institutions, he
declared to the world that an
HBCU is better for me than
anything any elite traditionally
white college and university has
to offer.
Why did he choose FAMU?
Because of its top engineering
program, which is “one of the
best, if not the best, in the state,”
he told The Root. And, he said,
“I believe Florida A&M is unlike
any other college in the world
just because of the HBCU experience here: the step shows, the
band, the night life. It’s all
unique. When it comes down to

it, the family feeling - I didn’t
feel that at other institutions
because I visited a lot of schools.
And this is the only one [where]
I felt like I was part of something
larger.”
From
the
available
knowledge, students generally
choose schools based on two
reasons. They choose the school
that is going to best prepare them
and provide the most opportunities for their post-college career
to build economic capital. And
students assess what schools will
best provide them with the
opportunities to develop their
social selves and build social and
cultural capital - schools where
they feel at home away from
home.
So why are HBCUs still
needed? For many AfricanAmericans, they provide that
unmatched social and cultural
atmosphere and a good
academic experience. We need
to supply demographically
focused (though not exclusionary) schools like HBCUs with
the same funds that the elite
schools receive.
Censuring HBCUs for their
supposed academic follies
compared with the Ivies and
research institutions is like an
employer censuring underpaid
workers for not performing as
well as the overpaid employees.
Obama’s pledge is something
but it’s not nearly enough to
erase the historic funding gap
(and wealth gap between
African-Americans and whites)
that directly has led and will
continue to lead, in most
instances, to the academic gap.
Yet, despite the gap, why are
HBCUs not at a crossroads?
Riley and his supporters only
need to ask the new FAMU
Rattler and the thousands of
other African-Americans who
every year spurn the Ivies for
HBCUs.

Employees Fired And Evicted
For Being ‘Too Religious
Should Get Day In Court

ATLANTALiberty
Counsel
present
oral
arguments on October 28 at
the Eleventh Circuit Court of
Appeals, requesting that a trial
court’s summary judgment be
reversed in an employment
and housing discrimination
case. Daniel and Sharon Dixon
were fired by The Hallmark
Companies from managing an
apartment
complex
and
evicted from their apartment
for being “too religious,”
because they displayed, in the
rental office, stained glass
artwork with flowers and the
phrase “Consider the lilies...
Matthew 6:28.”
After a number of office
visits, one day their supervisor
asked if the artwork referred to
Scripture. When Mrs. Dixon
confirmed that it did, the
supervisor asked her to remove
it immediately. Mrs. Dixon
indicated that she would bring
her husband, a co-manager,

into the discussion and left
briefly to find him. When the
Dixons returned minutes later,
their supervisor had removed
the artwork and told them not
to bother looking for it because
they were fired for being “too
religious.” They were ordered
to vacate their apartment
within seventy-two hours.
The Dixons filed a federal
action charging Hallmark with
religious discrimination, but a
federal district court judge
ruled summarily against them,
concluding incredibly that no
reasonable jury could find that
Hallmark
discriminated
against the Dixons. The court
should have allowed a jury to
hear the case and determine
whether the Dixons were fired
and evicted because of their
religious beliefs.
Also, Horatio Mihet,
Senior Litigation Counsel for
Liberty Counsel, present oral
arguments at the Eleventh

Circuit Court of Appeals
Atlanta, Georgia. Title VII and
Title VIII prohibit discrimination in employment and
housing on account of religion.
The removal of the picture by
the supervisor was symptomatic of the bigger issue,
namely that the Dixons were
fired because of their religion.
A ruling by the court is
expected later this year.
Mathew
D.
Staver,
Founder of Liberty Counsel
and
Dean
of
Liberty
University School of Law,
commented: “Hallmark cannot
sweep religion from the
workplace.
While
The
Hallmark Companies can
chose the décor of the
workplace, their supervisors
cannot fire employees solely
because
they
are
‘too
religious.’ When a jury hears
this case, it will be clear that
The Hallmark Companies
crossed the line.”

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Dept. Of Education Establishes
New Student Aid Rules

WASHINGTON-The Obama
administration today released a
broad set of rules to strengthen
federal student aid programs at
for-profit, nonprofit and public
institutions by protecting students
from aggressive or misleading
recruiting practices, providing
consumers with better information about the effectiveness of
career college and training
programs, and ensuring that only
eligible students or programs
receive aid.
“These new rules will help
ensure that students are getting
from schools what they pay for:
solid preparation for a good job,”
Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan said.
Students at for-profit institutions represent 11 percent of all
higher education students, 26
percent of all student loans and 43
percent of all loan defaulters. The
median federal student loan debt
carried by students earning
associate degrees at for-profit
institutions was $14,000, while
the majority of students at
community colleges do not
borrow. More than a quarter of
for-profit institutions receive 80
percent of their revenues from
taxpayer financed federal student
aid.
This rapid growth of enrollment, debt load, and default rates
at for-profit institutions in recent
years prompted the Obama
administration to embark on an
18-month negotiation with the

VOTER

continued from front page

sharp, sharp impact on people’s
thinking,” said Lowery, who has
been involved with get out to
vote efforts for decades. “I have
no doubt that race played a significant role. But, we just don’t
know exactly how much.”
Lowery clarifies, “I’m
talking about whether or not the
fact that you have the first black
president, how much that has
influenced both the Tea Party
and the Republican vote. We
just don’t know. There are some
signs that are ominous, but we
will have to wait for further
analysis,” he said. “The
economy and the issue of taxes
and government spending, these
issues have given people cover
who have taken a strong stand
against the administration
without being called racist.”
Republicans picked up
much more than needed House
seats to take control. All
dominant power - including the
chairmanships of committees,
will now go to House
Republicans. Democrats still
maintain control in the Senate.
President Obama is already
doing damage control. He
talked
to
the
pending
Republican Speaker of the
House John Boehner by phone
on Tuesday, saying he is
“looking forward to working
with him and the Republicans to
find common ground, move the
country forward and get things
done for the American people.”
In weeks and days leading
up to the election, top
Democrats, including President
Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama took to the streets,
appeared at rallies, on radio
stations and appealed through
the Black Press for black voters
to go to the polls and take others
with them. According to voter

higher education community over
new regulations, which was
required by Congress. During the
negotiation,
the
Education
Department worked with stakeholders to develop a set of
proposals around 14 specific
issues (outlined below) that
strengthen the integrity of the
federal student aid program and
ensure that taxpayer funds are
used appropriately. The regulations, published today in two
parts, follow that year-long
process and will go into effect on
July 1, 2011. They address 13 of
the 14 issues in their entirety, and
partially address the 14th issue,
which involves the definition of
“gainful employment.”
The Department received
over 1,200 comments on the
proposed regulations published
today. The comments were
carefully considered and led to 82
thoughtful revisions in the
proposal including: giving institutions additional time to put in
place systems required by the regulations; clarifying institutions’
flexibility in the way they define a
credit hour; and clarifying exemptions for religious institutions.
“I’d like to thank everyone
who worked with the Department
during the public comment
period. We made thoughtful
changes based on the comments
we received. These changes help
us fashion the best regulation
possible to protect the interests of
students and taxpayers,” Secretary

Duncan said.
After receiving over 90,000
comments during the public
comment
period
on
the
Department’s gainful employment proposals dealing with a
program’s eligibility to receive
federal
student
aid,
the
Department announced plans in
September to change the publication date of these final regulations
from Nov. 1 to early 2011. This
will still allow the Department to
publish final regulations in time
for them to go into effect on or
around July 1, 2012, as originally
planned. The Department is
taking additional time to hold
several meetings with interested
parties over the coming weeks, as
well as public hearings on Nov. 4
and Nov. 5. These meetings will
give people the opportunity to
clarify the comments they’ve
submitted and respond to
questions from Department
officials.
“We continue to be thoughtful
as we move forward with finalizing new gainful employment eligibility rules,” said Secretary
Duncan said. “We’re taking additional time to analyze all the
feedback we’ve received to help
us strike the right balance between
holding these programs accountable to protect students and
taxpayers from abuse and making
sure we keep whole those
programs that are doing a good
job,” Duncan continued.

turnout experts, blacks did turn
out. But, it was apparently not
enough to beat back the wrath of
so called Tea Partiers and a
horde
of
right
wing
Republicans.
Melanie
Campbell,
president and CEO of the
National Coalition on black
Civic
Participation,
who
monitored black voter turnout
throughout the day, said black
voters clearly went to the polls
in significant numbers for a
mid-term election.
“In most places where we
had reports out over the course
of the day, in most places, there
was decent turnout. Campbell
cited 13 states as the primary
focus of the get out to vote
effort. They were Alabama,
California, Georgia, Illinois,
Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, and
N.Y. She also cited D.C.
Lower turnouts are not
unusual
during
mid-term
elections, particularly because
the excitement of the presidential race is not a part of the fuel.
Yet, with the historic turnout for
Obama only two years ago,
Democrats held high hopes for
another groundswell.
Like Lowery, Campbell
agreed that a groundswell of
racial anti-Obama sentiments
appeared to have contributed to
the Republican win. Many of
the rallies leading up to the
election
“With us having the first
president who is of AfricanAmerican
decent,
there’s
always going to be some
element of that. But, there’s also
the element of there’s a lot of
frustration out here with people
wanted to see more going on
with the economy,” Campbell
said.
Moving forward, voters on
all sides are hoping for the
Republican-led House to work

with the Democratic president
to find jobs and boost the
economy.
Democrats have no choice
but to contend with the hand
they’ve been dealt.
“In the two years since then,
Democrats have worked hard to
rebuild America’s economy and
renew the American Dream.
But tonight, voters sent a
message that change has not
happened fast enough,” said
Democratic
National
Committee Chairman Timothy
M. Kaine in a statement. “The
American people are rightly
frustrated by the economy, and
Democrats are ready to
redouble our efforts to create
jobs and accelerate growth.”
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, who must turn over the
gavel to new Republican leader
Rep. Boehner in January,
indicated in a statement that she
will reach across the aisle: “The
outcome of the election does not
diminish the work we have done
for the American people. We
must all strive to find common
ground to support the middle
class, create jobs, reduce the
deficit and move our nation
forward.”
Meanwhile, black leaders in
the trenches, are now preparing
to forge ahead with the cards
they’ve been dealt.
On Tuesday, Phill Wilson,
president and CEO of the Black
AIDS Institute, issued a comprehensive analysis of the
election results and its meaning
for the fight against AIDS in the
black community. He resolved:
“The
challenges
appear
daunting at first glance, but our
agenda is one that transcends
political divisions. It is time for
all of us to roll up our sleeves,
get to work, and insist on
national solidarity to address the
needs of the most vulnerable
among us.”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

Matters of the Heart Radio &
Tampa Bay Connecting Point Ministries

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Pre-Thanksgiving Event

(727) 327-8708

www.mattersoftheheartministry.org
Hosted by Princess Denise Wright, Radio Host / TV Personality 1520AM-WXYB

Pre-Thanksgiving Give Away Food Baskets
For Needy Families and Health Fair

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Date: Sat., Nov. 13, 2010 • 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Where: Glad Tidings Assembly of God, 4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Daycare Provided • Hearty Thanksgiving Delectables will be Served

The Ministry will gladly accept charitable tax-deductible monetary donations and food distributions for this event.
CONTACT Princess Denise at 727-488-8818 or Sheila at 727-563-4379 • Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Theme: Let’s Give Thanks Unto the Lord Psalm 136:1
Anointed Praise and Worship, Poetry, Musical Selections, Spoken Word and Special Guest Speakers

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro. R ober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2010

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

November 11 is a day we
pause to celebrate in honor of
our veterans for their patriotism,
love of country and willingness
to serve and sacrifice for the
common good. The Mount
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 4000 5th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg,

FL, where Clark Hazley, Sr.
serves as pastor, will host a
Veteran’s Day Service Nov. 6,
from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. This
event will include a car show,
food, drinks and great gospel
singing. To obtain a Car Show
registration form or for additional information regarding this

event, and how you and your
organization can play a big
role in making the community
aware of our great heritage,
please contact Pastor Clark
Hazley Sr. at count134@hotmail.com
o r M s . Karl a Wil l i am at
mskarla3@yahoo.com.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
“Just Us Three ... Jesus, the
Kids & Me!” We’re very pleased
to announce a new ministry just
for single mothers. All single
mothers are invited to attend the
i n a u gur al m eetin g of this
ministry Thursday, Nov. 4th, 67:30 p.m. at 1906 9th Avenue
South. FMI: Jewel Murphy at
727-687-8505 or 727-894-2595.
Calling all middle and high

school students: We’re seeking
students for the “I Have a Dream
Mass Choir.” FMI or to sign-up:
info@mzprogressive.org or call
727-894-4311, ext. 275.
Our Inspirational Choir will
be the concert choir as Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church celebrates their 106th
Church Anniversary 4 p.m.
Sunday, November 14th. The
church is located in St.
Petersburg at 912 3rd Avenue
North. FMI: info@mzprogressive.org.

You’re invited to attend the
Seven x 7 Community
Thanksgiving Service 6 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 21st, at Gateway
Christian Center, 4355 Central
Avenue (St. Petersburg).
Join us for mid-day Bible
Study Wednesdays, Noon to
12:30 p.m., in our main
sanctuary, 955 20th Street
South.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
November Calendar of
Events

Nov. 5 - Business Meeting at
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 6 - Women’s Bible
Study at 4:00 p.m. Final study
on procrastination.
N o v. 1 0 - Wo m e n ’s
Intermediate Auxiliary (W.I.A.)
at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark.
Nov. 21 - Right Hand of
Fellowship during the 10:45
a.m. service. For members who
have completed orientation and
have not received the right hand
of fellowship.
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Day.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and
learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
M eet i n g s are h el d ev ery
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed
to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 7-8:00 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00.

A DV E RTI S E YO U R C H U RC H EVE N T
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E : 727-896-2922

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Bethel AME invites the
general public to its 116th
church anniversary celebrations
that will begin Nov. 6 with a
free breakfast beginning at 8:30.
The church is located at 912 3rd
Avenue North, St. Petersburg
and is the oldest African
American church in the city.
This years anniversary theme is
"Preserving the Past,
Acknowledging the Present and

Preparing for the future."
Additional activities include a
Fun and Fellowship day Sat.
Nov. 13 at 1 p.m. where vendors
and exhibitors will be on hand.
Then a Worship Service on
Sunday, Nov. 14 at 11 a.m. and a
5 p.m. "Praise Concert"
featuring the Mount Zion
Progressive Sanctuary Choir.
The church anniversary
committee is requesting any

former or current members or
just members from the
community with historical
information concerning Bethel,
that is pictures and stories,
submit them for a "Memory
Book" that will be made
available to the general public.
Please contact the church at
727-822-2089 about participating with this historic and worthy
event.

Matters Of The Heart Ministry

Matters of the Heart Radio
and Connecting Point
M i n i s t r y, P r a y e r L e a d e r,
Princess Denise Wright, Team
Captain, Min. Bettie Thomas,
ask you to join in a time of
prayer, praise, worship and
fellowship with the Lord,

commanding the morning so
that the dayspring will know
its place and welcome the
ministry of the Holy Spirit for
breakthru! Call or send prayer
requests to Matters of the
Heart Unity Prayer
L i n e . Contact numbers are

727-488-8818 (St. Petersburg)
or 813-293-3126 (Tampa). Or
visit online at www.matersoftheh e a r t m i n i s t r y. o r g .
Set your alarms and call in
for prayer weekly Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from
5:30-6:30 a.m.

United For Christ Freewill Baptist Church

United For Christ Freewill
Baptist Church is in search for

a musician. Please contact
Pastor Ford for more informa-

tion, 727-258-4993, Church
cell phone 727-744-3589.

Dr. Favorite and the
family of Beulah Baptist
Institutional Church

would be honored to have
the community join us in our
“Annual Beulah Day Celebration”
Sunday, November 14, 9:45 a.m.

Theme:

“Developing Our Kingdom
Preparedness”
Guest Speaker: Reverend Charles Sembly
Pastor of Union Bethel A.M.E. Church
Randallstown, Maryland
Place:
Beulah Baptist Institutional Church,
1006 West Cypress St., Tampa, FL 33606

It is our prayer that you and the entire community
will plan to join us in this celebration.
For additional information, please contact
Sister Sandra Davis at (813) 251-3382.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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