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EDITOR'S NOTE

The first issue of The Alaskan Caver (Vol, IT) drew favorszble response from

Task Force members and local, interested peorle to whom it was distributed.
"Outside" Alaska response has been nil, partly because of mailing delays

(I am not sure of current sddresses of seversl people slated to receive
copies)s The N.S.S. News local editor has informed me that there will be
mention of the Task Force in the October or November issue. Hopefully,
that coversge will elicit some response and provide us with additional
information. We will endeavor to catch up with people by sending this
issue and the previous one. There will also be more distribution to sp-

propriate local organizations here in Alaska.

If you have any information pertsining to caves, cave areas, or Alaskan
geology, please contact: EDITOR, ALASEANW CAVER

29l Emory Street

Anchorage, AK 99501,
This issue contains some of our "rumors" from the cave files., When checked
out by the Task Force, these will become part of the N.S5.5. cave list, We
will try to publish all rumors (significant ones) to evoid duplication and
to encourage clarification of known areas, Many rumors ccme from both recent

and historical publications. Scenning books here could be a full time Jobl

Perhaps our biggest frustration in trying to record the wealth of cave-re-
lated information that exists in Alaska is that people here do so much. It
is hard to put everything down in writing. Most of us have so many activi-
ties and demands of jobs/femilies, that there is never enough time to "get
it a1l together." Some of us have commented that almost everything we do in

Alaska could somehow be related to the Task Force. We will persevere!l

O e J/)% 7, Editor
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CHATRMAN'S CORNER

Puring the fall quarter, sbtreams in Alaska diminish and clear up. Snow re-
places rain at higher elevations, lowering temperatures freeze water in
place and harden remaining snow., In glacler caves, formation of spelecthems

that rival those of limestone caves in beauty and variety occurs.

Glacier caves, unlike better-knovm caves in rock, are easily accessible to
Alaskans, Most glaciers probably have caves of some sort, but the best

caves are found in areas where the ice is stationary, A number of glaciers
relatively easy to reach by highway from Anchorage or Fairbanks are listed

in this issue, starting on Page 13,

Insuring safety requires not only sensible caving techniques, but also some
knowledge of the history and geology of the glacier being visited. Glaclers
with "dumping" lakes should be avolided, except in their "off" years. The
company of someone familiar with the areu is, perhaps, more important than

in more conventional caving.

The sautumn, after freeze-up and before new snow becomes too deep, is the

best time te glacier cave, In some years, entrances are open for a short -
period in the fall after residual snow has melied and hefore new snow ava-
lanches down. In some caves, this period is nerrowed to the time when is-

suing water flows are low.and the snow is not too deep.

For spelunkers who have not tried it, glacier caving is highly recommended.
But, remember: +the most dangerous part of safe glacler caving is the auto-

mobile drive there and back!l
Good caving,

Niar Aectons T

Julius Roclwell, Jr.
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Task Force activities this quarter included reguler monthly meetings, addition
of some new faces (see membership list), and field trips to lope end the Port-
age glacier areas. Ve have 21l been more aware of areas visited even on indi-
vidual cutings, noting both cave and non-cave areas. Preparstion for this is-
sue of the CAVER was in progress, and the cave files accumulasted a few sheets
of rumored caves. After repeated correspondence, the N.S.S MNews local editor
said to watch for a notice about the ACAC Task Force in the Cctober or Novem-

ber News.

The June meeting was short, due to the sbsence of the chairman. Villiam God-
bey gave a slide show on seversl different caves and answered our questions on
cave photography. There was a short discussion on the question of land ease-
ments in conjunction with the Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act, The
concern is with caves and cave areas that will come under private, Native con-
trol (ownership) after December 15, 1975. The Task Force is hoping that per-
mission to cross, explore, and report on caves/cave areas will be forthcoming
to us as a scientific group on our own merits. Ve will not, as a group, file
easement recquests with the Buresu of Land Management, since one requirement

for easement requires proving that we had used 211 such areas prior to December,

1975« Such prior use admission has overtones of trespass in certain cases.

The July meeting included a pot luck dimmer end a program by Sue Urenn on her
expedition 4o Greenland in 1972, There were several slides of glacier caves.

The first issue of The Alaskan Caver (Vol.II) was distributed, It was decided

to continue to limit the Task Force pretty much to N.S5.S. members untll we get
more extensive field trips organized. The core group is still getting to know
one enother. However, we will try to encoursge non-members to provide cave

rumors and other relevant data.
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The August meeting featured a report on the July Lith weekend trip to Hope
(this was a trip, since an expedition has been defined as "2 long line of
everybody" ). lore than 10 caves were explored, photographed, and mapped.
¥We plan to publish the trip findings in the December issue of the CAVER.
Harvey Bowers reported his find of ice worms on the Byron Glacier, He
brought in several specimens -~ the first that most of us had ever seen,
Chuck and Alice I1iff gave a slide show on ice formations in llew York

state caves. Perhaps Alasken caves will yield similar formse.

£ 30 2 ny . s 3292 2eas ” » Ay " ‘s ‘e \ vy " g se s
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PAMPHIET REVIEW

"Alaska Glaciers and Ice Flelds," by Lloyd W. MacDowell (published by the

Masks Steamship Company, Seattle, WA., 1907; facsimile printed 1965) is a

delightful turn-of=-the-century view of the wonderment of Alaska's glaciers:

"Have you ever trudged over one of the mighty snd far-
extending ice fields of Alaska, beholding the multitude
of pinnacles and spiresS.ee?"

Glaciers often visited by tourists included the Taku, Muir, Lenver, Davidson,

and Mendenhall. There is a brief discussion on glacier formation, movement,

and proper ways to climb:

"Persons intending to climb on a glacier should provide
themselves with alpine sticks and creepers.”

Local curio shops and photography stores would furnish the necessary gear

for tourist glecier hikes. Visitors are encouraged to tske "snap shots" of

the overhanging ¢liffs and to note the ice colors:
"Surfaces of glaciers that have been longest exposed to
the stmosphere are always white and glittering while the
caverns below reveal the intense blue of the crystal mass
10 be seen within,"

A copy of this pamphlet can be borrowed from the Iliffs,

=Alice I1liff



LLASKA CAYE RUMOR ~- To Bo Checked Qut

Flecnce be ag complete ms posaible, so that someonc elae Lrying to fellow
your leed will have specific inforretion. One rumor per sheet; attnch
extra pagec 1f you run out of space.

SR
o fan, SETad

LOCATION/NEME: (If possible, give map coordinates; type of cave - limestone,
-_J(IAﬁ 1ittoral, rock shelter, etc.; access, ctco)Give as much des=

MymMy :
= o HH_,_...cription of the cave or area as you can:

DATE OF RUMOR: Aabelily unw, /700 /T 33

l 9 Y ) "1.»’ v -
i s - ? /’/« ¢ "/’f ’/"’ a j' A A i? // f 00 < ,/1 ‘_.I’-"'—‘-Z_/ (ﬂl_l /V/':I'{( LR
JJJJ&‘ ~\Lt" YLoayd T f’rf{' (‘/,/' "J/‘\lf"?,r’ ¢ { '.'v"’__e’r /// /'?‘L /k- /{d f‘w ) w« "‘j . vgr.‘_’.f.-l "v-',,j b &L -
,/LLA // /fjul/. // oty A yorl2, teeidin, - ne 7~ /'*J»’s . chas v'** i P -{
yfﬂ“&wﬁqr@ﬁms; et @*Wjanﬁ 20c Cly
Al 5 e X w,{,t' NP AAL, /?’ ;-Jdﬂ-’ T Tf/Lw 17e f"‘T-t(" o 44 -
A g »L(‘xj > ¢ WP 7 /(/‘” - ,“;{7;_;—1@ / A:,._:f:‘

[]’f“ fe. o2&z on I 4./\4‘1‘/ g m[«‘—/-v’ bur i )
200 ¢ cihd . H g Wj f-fj”‘m, S chadrrcs. 7 YTh

DIRECTJONS : f(Give specﬁfi; instructions, la dwarks,etc.
= /’("d’_, i da Lelow Ted.) {-)w_.z.g_pL jdwﬂ_/j J‘Z
F A ™ \_: j TL/ / A ‘_'u/,( Wv/‘uj CUUreL 7~ N 1 AL X 7
é\ _.w/jf'~«w’-, o o Sl . Fre /j‘f: .
Cw SO Al tomlor., 121 é S ke

) F » i = , ; o
T g - cotaineds il s  corod.

‘f

] _\‘\ \/_J-('Mk . -

[ c‘- CerFA A
. S:fg(.u e 22 /ﬁ{/
WAS THE SOIRCE OF THE RUMOR A

fuwl\ J..j LJ;DN—A—’) Lz

su'f ‘6

PERSON: (Give name, sddress, phone, has person been to rurored: area, eic.)

PUBLICATION: (CGive title, euthor, publiﬂ«'her, date, pages, where can the

blicati be fF d
CHUEACH wyg,’/ﬁ%’;«v&/ﬁ Zg‘ﬁm(t (v///’fi/}:f” qu{,ﬂna)
Iiar !

J/ Fﬁ-ﬁi‘b\&% Lel Uy R Sy 4 WM/, ,6'(,/ . P e v
L ’ /‘
8ﬁ éf L/lAmjf ;xﬁﬂ, aﬁétawx) 71?;
VISU\L SERVATION (éive coordinates,” topography description, etc.)

/
.»* . Zf 71— Yort 4 Vo W, P - A f/\_,; "/N."// ‘_’/tff’

= L’ZJ/Z}&‘ - L g 7hLs /M"(’ Lesl s ey ek 2« _?*7': & //

‘;""’Iij’/ - A‘CA/\./‘_,“«J’ /< Z/ / i '\’/t -;:.*)A?/, * AL ATFT 2 /,:".. 2 A i '7:‘_.-,

| . Ui;:f...l\{ﬂ) 1_\/()‘. 2

Hn i loumd rph . A a0 EAL /:/ £ /x_, e L/WV ""/)‘JJ/ £ \./\J\./x,.

ANY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION (Cvner? On Federal land? Animal dennlnr area’etc.)
~ { ; A ) =
/f(r{ ‘1_}_,((’_. - )/ -ﬂ)/, LA B s //

Gori W/‘ J /"J‘/’J S PEY ALALS
[{//u»}t "/Jx// /’“ ’\("r" /’/’V?// /~l/~'- P Z CHogn < g '/' /_/ }ff_"“"/ /—_’J}.-.f/_yj *—/A/
'y J

—""’/‘%v‘.‘j: L (_’4/ x’;&ﬂ_{"‘ U / ./ a?H / \n/(f«', r-/,lmm,q Loy Ly AT e 3
P 7 e

(_’g:/lf-z’lf(, F /J“ l/f‘//

YOUR NANE: AL/CE ZL/FF o g
ADDRESS p .,-‘A ; L.{r_ v.’i ‘.1"14 A i /#Li “ /4 Ve v,_/{_r‘\/‘%/ 77 J i )/
PHONE: .2 79— ¢ 747 7

—

DATE < - 2 177 <3

A%2 8



ALASKA CAVE RUMOR -~ To Re Qh':c‘,_i_rri Qut

Plense be ar completn nc possidle, so that someone else trying to follow
your lead will have specific information. One rumor per sheet; atinch
extra pares 1f vou run out of space,

DATE OF RUMOR: /)

/ t'(. ("-

LOCATION/NAVE: (If poseible, pive map coordinates; type of cave - limestone,
littoral, rock shelter, etc.; amccess, ete.)0ive as much dos-

A_[ﬁ_ﬁ_[gﬁ—"_ﬁl}_ cription of the cave or area as you can:
, -
E-*__ﬁ_"__‘_i‘ Amaknak Cave: cave, under Cave Rock, on 5W

coast of Amaknak 1., in Unalzska Pay, 1 mt. W
of Unalaska village, Fox Is,, Aleutian Is.; 53°-
3310 N, 166*33'12" W; {map 23).

Name probably derived from Amaknak Is-
land. This cave was an old Aleutian burial
place (Baker, 1906, p. 93). According to

REC S: (G4 R. H. Geoghegan the name means "bunalcs ete, )t
DIRECTION (Give place” from amiknaq (place of impurity). )

DL HJ Amaknakh, Qstrov: island, see Amaknak Island.

- Amakpak Istand: island, 4.3 ini. leng, in Fox
MAREAK s, in Unalaska Bay, on NE coast of Unalaska
4”‘\ Ff(—f. D 1,, Aleutian Is,; 53°54'30" N, 166°32°00" W,

"BGN 1931; (map 23). Var. Amakhnak,
Amaknax, Amoknak, Ostrov Amaknakh,
Aleut name published by Lt Sarichev
(1825, maps 14-15), IRN, as “Ostrfov] Amak-
- nakh”, meaning “Amaknak Island.” Spelled
WAS THE SOURCE OF  «Amakhnak” by Capt. Lutke (1836, p. pza!),
IRN; “Amaknak”™ by USBF in 1888, Ac-
PERSON: (Giv: cording to R. H. Geoghegan, the name means 30n been 10 rumored- area, ete,)
- “burial place,' from “‘amaiknag" meaning
“place of impurity™.
Amaknax: idand, see Amaknak Island,

PUBLIZATION: (Give title, author, publisher, date, pages, where can the
publication be found, etec.) . JL ARTH
c LT WALY oF ArhSkA  pLAC ,\;AN»!.S nodd. d.
: “ LIL%) & X Anrjsmﬁﬂj

/
467 65 FR {"S.Hmm_ PRPER SET, 67 ~ofY
E'E, JSus GFLD T RNAN: "hay .
VISUAL ORSERVATION: (Give coordmates, topographv eccription, etc.)

= T € f )
OTHERs CAVE MEVTIONED ON LAEL 78T 0 GLOGRALHIC AN,

/q "{‘ \/ ;__l‘ M ﬁ rd '{ +r:" ’\‘ ﬁ“' el § é‘qkj, )«I {?f)e
T LT 297, peeparid” by Tawmes McGotmio?

L._\(

ANY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION (Owner? On Federal 1and? Animal denning area‘etc.)

YOUR ‘A""‘El \JLV' W s S | L" LL« 1[ \J.’“ |
ADDRESS 1 < ﬁf‘f ;’ HaaVid "‘/' A n \,/ LA ffw ?';;"'L"L/
PHOYE: 2 27 — 7,5 /

7.1y

DATE ~ «lvy 52, 12757

O~



SKA CAVE RUFOR -~ To Ze Checked Cut

FPlenrne be as ccuplete as posnible, so that someone else tryine to follow
your lead will hove specific inforrmatien. One rumor per sheet; atinch
extra paFes if you run out of opace.

DATE OF RUMOR;: 3//J

LOCATICH/NAVE: (If poasible, give map coordinatee; type of cave = limestone,
littoral, rock shelter, etc.; sccess, etc, Give as much dese
rigt on e the cave or arca as vou canj

7es’ Chjc ”52(7{ /’L?"i

DIRECTIONS: (Give specific instructions, landmarks,etc.):
Ly y R Ml i6HT, # 7he <nlire /j,-
yea (s a_ﬁroé/&,ﬂ ot Adees ermf j‘%

C
fab/ﬁta/td ‘)[;ﬂ f"f 40 - ‘fﬂ//‘: A/O(clﬂf)’g_f é/ ({@wq&

(?Fd VU}'UL CaIMA. Y (/‘Q

WAS THE SOURCE OF THE RUNMOR A

PERSON: (Give name, eddress, phone, has person been to rumored-rarea, ete.)

DaN Mckaig f;—t Ass rsTorit ﬂ;rgcj‘op Gecme  Diviss /
Oqff i AL G'w VWHQW ik Ny, Alaska

PUBLICATION: (Give title, muthor, publisher, date, papes, vhere can the
publication be found, etc.)

VISUAL ORSERVATION:(Give coordinates, topography deseription, etc.)

OTHER s

ANY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION (Owner? On Pederal 1and? Animul denning aren’ete.)

voUR Navg: & A ZL/ES ~
ADDRESS: /306 ) GTE v #2 ) /}ﬁc./:ru.j,e_, FISTY

PHONE: D oo-¢ 722

et

DATE ¥-20- 75 7



ALASKA CAVE RUFOR -- To Re Checked Cut

Flease be se complete ns pocsible, so that someone else {rying to fullow
your lend will have specific information. One rumer per sheet; attach
extre pages 1T you run outl of sapamce.

DATE OF RUMOR:

LOCATION/MAME:Y (If poassible, give mup coordinales; type of cave = limestone,
l1ittoral, rock shelter, etc.; access, etc,)Give as ruch dea-
criEtaon of the cave or area as vou ceni

TEAE L CREFE CARUES © same IO Kilomdlors  south o7
D .i)_J h{ Z* f& o, 7'/\.) ré_ 2 & ? (T(Li_/(‘tux g }r} riPALr /:f " &
78’ ¢ TS AR S & Al fr: ¥\ Gon QL ‘

(’7 n the Scwar ,‘1{ fonin SLLQG J
DIRECTIONS: {Give specific inrtmctions, landmarks,etc.}s
Ftbblrf_mi_lrﬂs hate, (";("f'wv” + dxA(_k-*.F tlorae,

WAS THE SOURCE OF THE RUMOR A

PERSON: {Give name, address, phone, has person been to rumored-sarea, etc.)

PUBLICATION: (Give title, author, publisher, date, papes, where can the

publication be found, etc.) . ey
THE ARCH EcL C6Y CE (RFE DEVEISH T R € (COINES, BROWN UenV.

PRESS, 196y, pp. T. 208, 235, :we LSS 4 in T8 3 A Lhw/
VISUAL O'BSFRVATION:(Gi\e coordinates, topographv description, etc.)

~z Eru\l_i 1A e /;lf,’,sé/g
OTFER!FLLﬁf;(‘._iH—T z SL;"U_/‘L& F'\.,\:JT(’Pf Hum’; .7 d @, ‘5
pf (.{3"‘) !76/ ([. {’JV /?6/.!_) Z‘ (;‘(
/‘quﬂ aif(n. e . Trail Fr-_‘?tjk Cov on
/If tk "2 ﬁ H rj' Ldl A{,‘ ﬁ k Eb Q',\r._a g **‘t“ w1 ‘i Pt Ld}“ ﬁrﬂér”kf‘. IST k\""‘i'\ _)_,Ik -J
ANY OTHER USEPUL TNFORMATIOR (Owner#7on veﬁemvn é/nd" AR{Fa1' defining areatote. )

J~L/(~a- (‘1{ iv[r‘-)ul‘l &

_ fu.[ﬂ/;u*:(w/' ANL. aveodX rad /\ Al sba. libcay L = ,.~

T i Ci.r-_ /A,L;JM\ ?/ / GIIL/ XY é", *‘__!ﬂ; ( E' , [ /ﬂ,;f} : /~”Q€PT /{‘t}i‘; 2
. & - /

L v N a PT! (}L , W /‘ i'( (7 Y R (/r'(/‘n A Sﬁ J

YOUR NAME: A4 /o £ _-;"_/_) y=

F
ADDRESS: ;2/75 ‘/.‘.. T___-‘_ v L r'c/ o gl TN
PHONE: 7 772. ¢/ 7 = A - Ared ?/ g

e A
DATE -2 8



ALASKA CAVE RUMOR -- To Re Checked Out

Plewse te re complezte ns possible, so that scnicone elae tryvine to follow
your lead will have specific inforwation. One rumor per shcet; mttach
extra pages 317 you run out of space.

DATE OF RUVOR: 57 A R e
- [ L'/ /5

LOCATICN/NAVE: (If possible, give map coordinetes; type of cave - limestone,
littoral, rock shelter, ctc.; accens, etc.)3ive as much des-
eription of thc cave or eres as you can:

\ i *"“/—(_ / ;ﬂ
KN T T s AND

i ) 3
SEUARD / PD-%£ (J;/mf{ F ’LJWH
Us &S TP EL APHIC M I\/N
DIRECTIONS: (Give specific instructions, landmarks,etc.):

WAS THE SOURCE OF THE RUMOR A

FERSON: (Give name, address, phone, has person been to, rumored-area, etc.

T CARL CcLARK [ HoPE, /M_ASKA ( he LLML

FUBLICATICN: (Give title, author, publisher, date, pages, where can the
publiecation be found, ete.)

VISUAL OB%ERV&TIGN:(Gch coordin%ifs, topography descripiion, etc,) (Q R
SEWALD (D% ON-. RY W, ME QTR. of NE QTR.
(T Sec. ALY czgf Guﬂm{, M:rgMn (&Y %

OTHER:

ANY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION {Cwner? On Federal land? Animal denning area’etc.)

Lo rprT  slamd, IS /)stﬂu{ T e - /E,f,i_é'f
< ! A

\ D vV i O L_A-
=) ) v [ 38 T ey

“n

YOUR NAVE: ( /‘ Riie. Tl EE

ADDRESS: /2004 (,,; Ltk £ ga.
JONE 3 £ L

PHONE ;7¢‘%7

patE 7Y - TS y'

=
; *‘\*

/ X o A
w; /{y AChe prgl- LIIL /
S ¥



ALASKA CAVE RUMCR —- To Be Cliecked Cut

Plecce ke ae complete as posaible, sc that scmeone else trying to follow
your lernd will have epecific information, One rumor per sheet; mttach
exira pares if you run ocut cf space.

DATE OF RUMCR: 7. /4 =7y

LOCATION/HNAME: (If possible, pive map coordinster; type of cave = limes’one,
1ittoral, rock shelter, etc.; access, etec.)oive as much dos-

cription of the cave or area as you can:

FwARD (D-8) QuApRiNECE :Sink

K365  TOLOCRAPHIC M AR

DIRECTIONS: (Give specific instructions, landmarks,etc.):

WAS THE SOURCT. OF THE RUMOR A

PERSON: (Give name, address, phone, has person been to rumcredrarea, etc.)

PUBLICATION: (Give title, author, publisher, date, pages, where can the
publication be found, etc.)

OQBSERVATION OA) USES QURO
VISUAL OBSERVATION:(Cive ecoordinates, topography deccription, ete.)

SEWARD (D-B) T 9N, R3W., Nes/ QA o
NE QTR ,,/7_ ‘5('7\/(77/1 3‘5 7 jdw’l"‘f(_ /’mr;(/!(;

OTHER:

ANY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION (Owner" On Federal land? Animal dennlnp area’etc. )

J”ﬂ/ ,(\g f‘/‘l /,‘indf \_,\",r UES /’7!"{ ') aCt.e s /‘,_.,‘

Ui Redirirds ‘T;‘('J’:. Cre J/< /r’fU/ 7O u’/((« (
f(T /cddl u‘"’/f ///\;//‘"' (4“[ (H/(ll <(([‘)/ f’,./ﬁt’”j-,—':”‘ﬂ, r/-?
YOUR NAME: ¢ 1/ WLl gLﬂ o'~ £/d )1/\//”[;/

LIAF
ADDRESS t /_j’{ é ‘{’,- { /f “(7; . “;) }4} f;_},"’fj’;z:‘_ﬁ_» o
o ! ] 7870/

L,

PHONE: 5 o e s o

DATE 7/-/4~ 75— 10
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688-2661
2748511 (work)

GODBEY,, WILLIAM

Alaska Methodist Univ.
Anchorage 99504
279-6819

HALLINAN, NANCY (6367)

HALLINAN, THOMAS (6329)
Wolverine Lane
Fairbanks %9701
h79-606l4

ILIFF, ALICE (13966)

ILIFF, CHUCK (13956)
1306 W. 6th Ave., #2
Anchorage 99501
279-U729
272-5522,ex,135 (work)

MORTON, BRUCE (3202)
PO Box L6l
Chugiak 99567
688-2149

ROCKWELL, LIZ (15232)

ROCKWELL, JAY (:L'L308)
294 Fmory St.
Anchorage 995CL
277-7150
272=3422 (work)

SMITH, WARREN G. (5601)

Depty, of Chemistry
Unive of Alaska
Fairbanks 99701
1479-3239

STAFFCRD, KENNETH K. (15051)

c/o 0il and Gas Supervisor
PO Box 259

Anchorage 99510

333~0509

STREET, DAVID (8257)

STRELT, NANCY (9080)

STREET, KATHRYN (9960)

STREET , JENNIFER (13762)

STREET, MICHAEL (15327)

2610 Foraker Dr.
Anchorage 99503
272=5648



The Trail Creek Caves, located some 50 kilometers south of Deering, Alaska,
on the Seward Peninsula, are mentioned in three feirly recent publications
(see footnotes below). There are some photographs. There are nine caves,
excavated in 1949 and 1950 by Helge Larsen, which consist of several fis-

sures and small caves in limestone hillside deposits (Giddings, 255).

The focal point of the Trail Creek Caves excavation involwved the find of
prehistoric Eskimo arrowheads and points. According to Dr, Nancy Y. Davis,
University of Alaska anthropologist (personal discussion, 3/73), Trail
Creek dates back to 30,000 B.C. Carbon dating hss shown willows, possibly
with charcoal, dating deep levels of the caves back to LOL2 B.C. {Giddings,
2L6). Middle levels of the caves hoye yielded diagonally flaked blades
similar to those on Cape Krusenstern, which lasted in the Bering Strait
region until 1,000 years ago. Some quite recent Ipiutak objects were

found et top levels by Larsen.,

Cave #2 measures approximagtely 21 meters in length and about 2 meters in
width at the entrance. The lowest part of the sediment consists of c¢lay
yielding antler arrowheads with insert blades of flint. Similar finds were

made in Cave #9, in which Ipiutak arrowpoints lay on the surface sediments.

The Task Force should be aware of studies and activities that may tske place
at this area, There are rumors of people trespassing and carrying on activi-

ties without proper permission.

Bandi, Hans-georg. Eskimo Prehistory, U.of Ak. Press, 1964 (English,1969),
Pps. 38, 60, 0l,

Giddings, J.R.The Archeology of Cape Benbigh, Brown U. Press, 196k, pps.
8, 208, 235, 2B, 255.

Larsen, Helge. "The Trail Creek Caves on Seward Peninsula, Alaska,"AKTEN
des 3L, Internationalen Amerikanisten Kongresses, Vienna, 1962,
PPSe 2éh-291. (In Danish.)
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SOME GLACIAL CAVES IN CENTRAL ALASKA

EASTILY ACCESSTBLE GLACTERS AND CAVES:

1

2.

3.

5a

Pyron Glacier System = one mile southwest of Portage Lakes 6

miles WSY of Vhittier, Alaska; 3/h mile hike from the west
varking lot of Portage Lake visitors' center, System con-
posed of several minor fields, each with its own cave system;

partially mapped.

Middle Glacier = in the next west-side valley north of Byron

Glacier System. Reportedly used by mountaineers in ascent of
the mountainj % mile from campground on trail; not yet visited

by N.S5.5.

Eklutna Glacier -~ 23 miles southeast of Palmer, Alaska; easily

reached by leaving Glenn Hipghway on Eklutna Basin Recreation
Area road and driving about 2 hours to the end of Fklutna Lake.
Glacier is a %% mile walk. Large opening at end of glacier;

according to some reports, glacier can be heard to move.

Matanuska Glacier - northeast of Palmer at Mile ¥Q2 on the Glenn

Highway. One access point is through Glacier Park, privately

owned land at the toe of the placier. Said to have caves,

Gulkana Glacier - 1lh miles north of Paxson, Alaska; at head of

the Gulkana River and Phelan Creek., Turn east off Richardson
Highway at Isabel Pass, fo past pipeline camp to end of road,

5zid to contain caves,

Castner Glacier - 26 miles north of Paxson, one mile upstream

from Richardson Highwary, Too rmuch water coming out to enter

stream entrance in July, but Cctober 1, 1975, flight over area

13



showed substantially reduced water flow and many side entrances.

Unexplored by Y. S. S.

Canwell Glacier - ?-3 miles somth of Castner Glacier; 2-3 miles

up Miller Creek from highway. Not visited; appears more exten-

sive.

Valdez Glacier - L miles northeast of Valdez from road past air-

port and campground. Cave reported by George Perkins, extent

unknown, Not as easily accessible as others, but promising.

II. IESS ACCESSIBIE GLACIERS AND CAVES:

9.

10,

11,

Black Rapids Glacier - on opposite side of Delta River from Rich-

ardson Highway, 37 miles south of Delta Junction, £-9 miles north
of Castner Glacier. This "galloping glacier' last moved in 1938
and has been stationary since. It challenges the spelunker with
a 2% x 6 mile area of pseudo karst with several emerging streams
and many openings. Not in our records, it may have been explored

by glaciclogists.

Tazlina Glacier Caves - L3 miles north of Valdez; 1 mile south of

Tazlina Lake { charter float plane to lakeshore). Cave reported

by John Williams, who said it was extensive,

Snow Glacier Cave - 12 miles northeast of Seward, at the head of

Snow River and Paradise Valley. Cave may be 6 miles long, a tube
kept open by the lake which dumps about every 3 years. Photo-

gravhed, but has not been explored,



12. Caves have heen renorted in the ¥alaspina and Bering glaciers.

13. The Lerion Glacier in the Juneau Icefield {Southeast Alaska)

has been explored.,
~Julius Rockwell

NEWSPAPER NOTE

The Anchorage Daily Times newspaper, on Tuesday, September 30,

1975, page 2, had a short (AP) article about a continuing
search for a downed pilot in the Adak Island area of the Al-
eutian Chain. The focus of the search was on Amlia Island,
near Adak, The article said that a Navy landing party would
"gearch abandoned shelters and caves on the remote island.”

This clipping is being kept in the Task Force files,

=-Aljce I2iff
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