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Eagle's Roost Cgpe 
Prince of Wales Island 
Preliminary Report 839 

by Kevin Allred 
October 24, 1991 

Description 

Eagler s Roost was reported by Rich 
Reeves of the Forest Service while doing 
f i e l d  work in the area. The impressive 
six-foot-wide and 20-foot-high entrance 
t o  th i s  cave i s  located a t  the base of 
a high c l i f f  of Heeeta Limestone. A 
stream estimated at a minimum of 200 
gal lons  per minute with a temperature of 
3 .SDC (Win Wright) rushes from the cave. 
During w e t  periods, i t s  volume is great ly  
increased. Much of t h i s  hor i zon ta l  cave 
i s  formed along faults,  and a5 a result, 
the cross s e c t i o n  is usually ver t i ca l  or 
nearly so, Many leads are high in these 
fissures and very inaccessible. 

The western trending trunk passage 
contains the main stream. Scallops are 
prevdent  and  old levels can be seen 
where the high cross section b e l l s  out. 
Some b a s a l t i c  dike fragments are mixed 
i n  the clastic debris of the stream bed. 
This m a i n  passage ends at  a sump after 
some 200 feet and 33 feet a b we the e w  
trance, I t  i s  l i k e l y  that the rocky 
f i l l .  between the sump and entrance is 
responsible  f o r  the damming up of the 
stream, for the cave continues under- 
water, The c e d i n g  continues undelwater 
a t  an angle of about 20 degrees as far 
as m e  can reach without becoming sub- 
merged. 

About 150 feet from the entrance, 
a cross fissure is encountered which 
extends to the north and south. S m a l l  
streamlets issue from bo th  f i s sures .  
The north rift (fissure) extends some 80 
f e e t .  Along the way are seen a t  least  
four di f f erent  phreatic  l eve l s  where  
the fissure has been widened.  Some n ice  
speleothems of soda straws and stalac- 
tites are in t h i s  area. At one pitch a 
rope is needed to safely negotiate the 
rift  which ends i n  a small dirt floored 
chamber. Here, bat guano is concentra- 
ted under ce i l ings  or walls covered w i t h  
popcorn which provides better roosting 
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surf aces. From t h i s  room a s m a l l  passage 
heads northeast to a twelvefoot  drop 
and a pinching north-south trending Eis- 
sure. 

The keyhole shaped south rift ex- 
tends 120 feet, with the laat  40 feet 
being very w e t  and narrnw. About 80 
feet from the main passage, a strong 
warm draft (probably from the nearby 
surface) blows from a large canyon pas- 
sage which heads t o  the west.  The m- 
seen ce i l ing  is at least  40 feet high. 
Eagles Roost has a t o t d  of 1299.9 feet 
of passage sumeyed and is 132.3 feet 
deep. 

Biology 

The bat guano mentioned above i s  
the largest depos i t s  I have seen thus 
far  in Alaskan caves. As usual, no l ive  
bats wese noted. The stream was not 
checked for aquatic life. 

Hydrology 

I t  is not known where the m a j o r i t y  
of cave water originates. Dye was dumped 
i n  Blowing i n  the Wind Cave high on the  
mountain above, and traps wese placed i n  
the stream this smer;  but results are 
not yet available. 

Management Recommendations 

This cave contains geol o g i e d  , hy- 
drological,mheralogical, recreational. 
and biological importance. The chamber 
with the guano should be checked in the 
winter for hibernating bats, I suggest 
l i m i t i n g  timber harvesting near the en- 
trance f o r  aesthetic reasons. A harvest 
unit is adjacent t o  t h e  cave. This cave 
l o c a t i o n  could be shared with  more r e  
sponsible individuals. The delicate 
speleothems are in a somewhat difficult 
and remote spot .  A handline is needed 
t o  reach the amp.  

The Alaskan Caver 
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Log-Spamrdl Shaft 
Prince of Wales Island 
Preliminary Report 856 

by Kevin A l l r e d  and Doug Strait 

*7 - November 4 ,  1991 

--------. -PP--mw ,% - Description 
- 
- 

PLAN ia - - 
XI ,u E n u  - Located in Heceta Limestone. this 

is one of many caves i n  t h e  same harvest 
R unit. It l i e s  w i t h i n  one of three no-cut 

L 0  1 51. buffers and was first i d e n t i f i e d  by Betty 
d W i l t  w h i l e  l a y i n g  out the unit  to pro tec t  

its karst resources. A ten-foot  climb 

*- down at the bottom of the entrance sink 
- - 
c- 

l e a d s  to the  top of a 30-foot rope drop.  
3 -- +- A few feet beyond the bottom of the drop 

t h e  passage becomes too t i g h t  to contin- 

A- ua. Some air movement was noted here. 

LOG SPANNED SHAFT 
P R N E  OF W A E S  I- 

A L M U  

011 M A Y  
7 - k -  

Management Recommendations 

The currently proposed buffer ap- 
pears adequate; it w o u l d  be wise to w i t h -  
h o l d  the  loca t ion  f ran the general p u b l i c  
because of nearby delicate Thrush Cave. 

Hidden Shaft 
Pr ince  of Wales Island 
Prel h i n a r y  Report #57 

by Kevin A l l r e d  and Doug Strait 
October 5. 1991 ug m-nr - 

.I- - I- - 
'\L 

Description I u* 
d 

Hidden Shaft is located within a 
no-cut bu f f e r  placed t o  protect t h e  caves 
therein.  Despite its name. t h i s  cave may HIDDEN SHAFT 

Oa'ncE TF W A L ~ S  ,SUND 
be entered via a steep slope without t h e  ~ A S C A  -- *w*w 
aid of a rope. It conta ins  a few soda ~ a r  , S a w  

A- ~ - C A Y ~ S C R U C ~  

straws and stalactites. and black flow- 
Enrpance 

stone is a l s o  present.  Its total length 1 1-* - **"- 
+ .- -..- --- - 

is 110.5 feet and its depth  is 59.5 feet. 

Management Recommendations 

The currently proposed b u f f e r  ap- 
pears to be adequate. The cave l o c a t i o n  
should be restricted from t h e  general PROFILE 

p u b l i c  because of t h e  close proximity of 
delicate Thrush Cave. ? * ? O m s  

-.I- 

- - - - 4 C r L  ,mi 
C D r n O C a * l W . t U I  -.*c.I.--- 
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S i l l  h e  
Prince of Wales Island 
Preliminary Report #63 

by Kevin Allrered 
Uovmber 5 .  1991 

Description 

Sill Cave was f i r s t  discovered by 
Betty W i l t  of the Forest Service, This 
emergence cave was formed where water 
s e e p e d  f run the contact between the wer- 
l y i n g  Beceta Limestone and an underlying 
basal t  sill. At first glance the cave 
appears t o  end soon i n  breakdown or a 
sump, but more aggressive advance leads 
through a low passage d o n g  a pool and 
into a network of pasgages. A t  least one 
c e i l i n g  is the underside of a s i l l .  All 
passages either sump, are chocked, or 
are t o o  t i g h t .  except one at the back of 
the  cave. Here the passage has evolved 
i n t o  a vertical vadose f i saure .  Mark 

Fritzke reports that it continues i n t o  
a very t i g h t .  unexplored e igh t - foo t  drop 
which opens up below. The f issure issues  
a i r  flow. It is possible t h a t  the stream 
originates from Contact Cave higher on 
t h e  mountain. 

Management Recommendat ions 

S i l l  Cave is inc luded  in a no-cut 
buffet w i t h  Thrush Cave. Continued pro- 
t e c t i o n  f r m  logging and road building 
a c t i v i t i e s  i s  recommended. I t  would  be 
w i s e  to withho ld  the location of Sill 
Cave from the  general public  because of 
the  c l o s e  proximity of nearby and d e l i -  
cate Thrush Cave. n 

GJLL GAVE 
?RINCE OF WALES ISLAND 

ALASKA 

LEGEND 

1 11- 

+ Q f w  
m w - a  
0 -  

SuuWS am 1- sdrvrv. ~ u l f  20 1991 by F Graoy and M Frs!~~. 
M a 0  drahM W Krwn and Cbrl.nr Allrrd 
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B h B C m e  
Prince of Wales Is land 
Preliminary Report 4/66 

by Kevin Allred and Doug S t r a i t  
November 6, 1991 

I 

! 
SUMP 
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b I 

i 
I 

ENJRANCE 
4 LLDPQ 

e.. 
c- 
d -.Un 
0 mi 
\.-ma- -- 
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.+ - 1 
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I 

PROFILE 
E 

SUMP 
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fw( d m  

Auguat 8,1991 
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Descs ipr  i o n  

Discwered by Betty W i l t ,  B & B 
Cave begins as an impressive ten-by-ten- 
foot entrance in the side of a large 
insurgence sink. The rock is Weceta 
Limestone. With the exception of two 
short  crawlway side passages, the cave 
consists of a s i n g l e  l i n e a r  w a l k i n g  
passage l ead ing  downwards t o  a s u m p .  
The svmp is notable  for i t s  plumbed 
depth  of 65 feet. Total depth of the 
cave t o  the sump is 62.4 feet and sur- 
veyed l e n g t h  is 151,4 feet. A l l  acces- 
s i b l e  passage has been mapped. h un- 

promising high lead to the l e f t  of the 
terminal sump w o u l d  require a i d  tech- 
niques t o  enter.  Biology i s  unknown i n  
t h e  cave. 

Menagemeat Recommendations 

The present nwcut  buffer should 
be adequate for protection of the cave 
from logging and road bui ld ing  impacts. 
It would be w i s e  t o  withhold the loca- 
t i o n  of the entrance from the  general 
public. however, because of the close 
proximity of nearby and del icate  Thrush 
Cave . o 

'Shrtrsh Clrvc 
Prince of Wales Island 
Prel binary  Report #68 

by Kevin A l l r e d  
November 6. 1991 

Description 

Located w i t h i n  a no-cut buffer in 
a timber harvest unit. 100 foot  l o n g  
Thrush Cave i s  one of the most beautiful 
and fragi le  caves i n  Alaska. It w a s  
discovered by Betty Wilt of t h e  Forest 
Service while preparing the harvest  u n i t  
for  sale.  The cave was named by Jim 
Baicht el, who found an aggressive nest- 
ing  Thrush at the sinkhole entrance.  
Thrush Cave has geological ,  mineralog- 
i c a l ,  and biological  signif icanre. 

Minerd Deposits 

The cave has very extensive depos- 
its of moomilk on most w a l l s ,  c e i l i n g s  
and floors. In many places the  moomilk 
resembles caulif lower and a1 s o takes 
the form of rimstone, f lowstone,  stalae-  
tites, and stalagmites. A t  the very bot- 
tom is a pool w i t h  beaut i fu l  formations 
of soda straws, stalact i tes ,  and flow- 
stone. Throughout the cave, the ever- 
present moonmilk is eas i ly  damaged j u s t  
by the process of traversing the passage. 

Biology 

B e s i d e s  moomilk, which probably 
 contain^ bacteria, numerous fungus gnat 
larvae were  found inside t h e  entrance. 
These are st i l l  not keyed to species. 

Geology 

The c e i l i n g  of Thrush Cave is a 
basa l t  sill. Fractures in t h e  sill have 
a l lowed  moomilk  to build up w e n  on 
the b a s a l t .  Many blocks of the sill 
have collapsed to l i t t e r  t h e  floor some 
time ago, judging f r m  moomilk  deposits 
thereon. I t  i s  possible that  t h i s  cave 
i s  sandwiched between t h e  c e i l i n g  sill 
and non-carbonate f loo r .  The cross sec- 
tion of t h e  passage suggests it is bed- 
ding  c o n t r o l l e d .  It is thought t h a t  
Thrush Cave is hydrological ly associated 
w i t h  Sill Cave j u s t  down the hillside. 
Total surveyed passage is 125.7  feet and 
t o t a l  depth is 36.9 feet. 

Management Recommendations 

Even w i t h  great care, each vis i t  t o  
this cave produces more irreplaceable 
damage t o  the so f t  moomi lk .  For t h i s  
reason, the loca t ion  should be restrict- 
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ed from the  general public and recrea- however, there are reports  of b las ted  
t i o n a l  cavers. The cave should only be rock fragments inside the  entrance. ar- 
accessed f o r  scientific reasons. The guing for larger cave buffers  i n  t h e  fu- 
no-cut buffer should be adequate to pro- ture. It is not  known what  other damage 
t e c t  the cave f rom logging ac t iv i t i e s ;  has  occurred deeper w i t h i n  the cave. 

THRUSHCAVE 
PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND 

ALASKA 
Suwqad length 125.7 1p.t 

Dopth: 36.9 lest 
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m blm.ww-n 
0 -1 
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ENTRANCE 

PROFILE 
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r c r w  m I+.! 

Suuntos urd tanm ~vru.v, Juk 20.1991. by M. Ffitrca and F. Grody. 
M l p  drifted by K w n  and Culern Allred. 3 1 9 9 1  WCUWPIM 
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Sae W i n t e r  W r e n  Area Cwen 
T r i p  Report 

by Carleae Allred  

Not far  from Prince of Wales Islsnd 
Road 820 is a group of intake cave en- 
trances that we c a l l  the  Winter Wren 
Area. The area is named after t h e  f i r s t  
cave of the group to be explored. Winter 
Wren Cave was f i r s t  discwered by Jim 
Baichtal, and w a s  named far the b i r d  in 
the entrance. It w a s  explored by Jay 
Rockwell and Fred Gsady i n  July, 1991, 
on the same day the two found another 
entrance they named 'TT"' Canyon Cave. 
Since it r equ i r ed  a rope, they d i d  n o t  
enter it. 

Later, on July 30. Jim Baichtal  
took me to the area t o  check out  another 
opening that he knew about. We crawled 
down a s m a l l  hole i n t o  a room below. 
which was about ten feet i n  diameter. 
The cave continued as a narrow canyon 
plugged with rocks. A f a i n t  current of 
a i r  blowing i n  our faces encouraged us 
to do some digging. Soon I w a s  ab le  t o  
s l i p  on i n t o  t h e  slot, and jammed myself 
around a jagged corner. Before me t h e  
tight canyon dropped into a l a r g e r  stream 
passage below. I tried to chip at a 
protruding p o i n t  barring the way, but 
could not get i t  t o  break. Someone very 
t h i n  and brave is needed to progress 
further in here: but since X am nei ther .  
I gave up. We set  a survey point as 
far down as w e  cou ld ,  and Jim pulled 
me back out .  

Next,  we decided to make a surveyed 
connection between t h i s  cave and Winter 
Wren Cave along the surface. After only  
a couple of short shots. we happened 
upon a canyon f i v e  to e ight  feet w i d e  
and barring our way. It b e l l e d  out below 
into a deep blackness. We t i e d  our rope 
onto some tree roots and dropped down 
i n t o  the upstream entry of the gorge. 
There was an eight-foot  drop,  and then 
a ten-foot drop, a l l  in a s m a l l  w a t e r  
f a l l .  We found ourselves standing on a 
wide. flat bedrock f l o o r  in the bottom 
of a very in teres t ing  box canyon. The 
fluted w a l l s  rose upwards t o  a narrow 
strip of daylight above. The sunr s rays 
passed between the leaves of d e v i l *  s 
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club p l a n t s  that  waved above u s  in the 
breeze. 

We named t h e  place D e v i l ' s  Canopy. 
Long beards of moss hung down towards 
us like l a r g e  stalactites, and the clear 
stream followed the clean bedrock floor 
on i n t o  total darkness where the canyon 
went underground. We surveyed our way 
i n e i d e  and found ourselves fo l l owing  a 
narrow meandering vado se canyon. We 
soon came to a j unc t ion  room where a 
narrow canyon entered from above. Tl l i s  
canyon above us w a s  the  very place where 
Jim and I had been digging earlier today! 
We tied in t o  the former survey point 
which we could  see from below. 

Another lead took us far above 
i n t o  an o l d  phreatic level atop the  
vadose stream canyon. Re were ins ide  
an ancient looking room about 30 feet 
in diameter and ten feet high. Bat 
guano lay  here and there; and another 
stream channel entered from above, but 
this was too  s m a l l  t o  enter. The a i r  
current led us  on into a belly-crawl 
passage heading northeast . We had t o 
move a few rocks to get through it. 
Soon, we emerged into another room. 
only a l i t t l e  smallet than the f irst  
one. The c e i l i n g  sported a couple of 
soda straws. The crawl cont inued east- 
ward; but we ran out of time, so  we 
turned back. 

Two days l a t er ,  I returned w i t h  
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Glen Coville and we completed the sut- 
face sumey t o  Winter Wren Cave. Once 
f in i shed ,  I took him into Devil's Canopy 
Cave. and we continued exploring where 
Jim and I had l e f t  off .  We surveyed 
our way through a s m a l l ,  downward trend- 
ing ,  winding passage containing some 
dark colored aragonite popcorn here and 
there. We emerged into a miserable low, 
wide room from where we could hear run- 
ning water from below. We found a pit 
that dropped down to the ~treambed,  but 
needed a rope. 

Next, we backtracked and went back 
dawn to stream l eve l .  Cont inuing down- 
stream. w e  encountered several short: 
drops and entered another  j u n c t i o n  room, 
There were several high leads w i t h  s m d l  
amounts of tight keyhole passages, which 
w e  investigated. One h igh  l e a d  w e  c o u l d  
not reach. The main canyon continued 
on as  a tight hourglass shape and very 
wet. We s e t  our l a s t  s t a t i o n  here (B15). 
We were hoping that the phreatic level 
high above us would bypass  t h i s  con- 
striction. 

On August 2, Jay and Glen returned 
t o  the area to do some surface survey- 
ing. Jay located "T" Canyon Cave and 
it turned out to be none other than 
Devil's Canopy1 The latter name i s  the 
one that stuck. 

On August 3 ,  I returned with Glen ,  
Eva Kargard, and J u l i e  R ibes ,  and w e  
s e t  ou t  to check out an entrance that 
Glen had found the day before. Glen 

had high hopes that this cave would 
turn out t o  contain the "Mother of A l l  
Rivers" in the area. I anchored the 
rope and dropped down i n t o  the sink- 
hole. We cou ld  hear a f a i r  s ized s t ream 
below u s .  

W e  were standing on top of a jum- 
ble of socks wedged between the canyon 
walls, and to cont inue  the drop I had 
t o  s e t  a rebelay off a wall nubbin to 
avoid some i n s t a b i l i t y .  I rappel led 
on down i n t o  a passage much l ike  t h e  
stream passage in Devil's Canopy Cave. 
It soon narrowed to a very tight and 
jagged walled meandering slot. Only a 
very t h i n  person will be ab le  t o  enter 
t h i g  one. When I reported the sad news 
t o  those above me. Glen named t h e  place 
Dead Mother Cave. 

Afterwards, we all went back i n t o  
Devil's Canopy Cave to push it further. 
We brought in a rope and rigged t h e  p i t  
in t h e  furthest  upper-level room. We 
were hoping t h a t  this w o u l d  bypass t h e  
hourglass shaped place i n  the stream 
passage below. We all rappelled down 
t o  the stream level, only to find o u r  
selves s t i l l  looking a t  the hourglass.  
We had r e p p e l l e d  down from the "high 
lead" that we hadnl t been able to get  
to from below.  

Perhaps a very determined caver 
can penetrate t h e  hourglass.  but for 
now the cave has defeated us and the  
"Mother of All  Riverst' i s  y e t  t o  be 
discovered. 

V i P t e r  Wren CsPe Aree 
Winter Wren .Cave 

Devil 's  Canopy Cave 
Junco Cave 

Dead Mother Cave 
Prince of Wales Island 
Prel h inary  Report # 5  8 

by Kevin M l r e d  
November 5 .  1991 

Introduction photograph interpretation by Carlene 
A l l r e d  several  years ago. In 1991, Jim 

The forested Winter Wren Cave Area Baichtal entered the area on f o o t ,  in- 
was identified a s  n w a l a s n  i n  a e r i a l  d e p e n d e n t l y ,  and discovered at least 
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one cave entrance. Further discoveries 
were made during the 1991 Tongass Caves 
Projec t .  Prince of Wales I s l a n d  Exgedi- 
t i o n  I e m f ~  V) . Four caves have naw 
been i d e n t i f i e d  and surveyed. namely : 
Winter Wren Cave. Devil's Canopy Cave. 
Junco Cave, and Dead Mother Cave. All 
are formed i n  fairly level terrain  in 
Heceta Limestone. Many passages have 
been greatly m a d i f i e d  by vadose action. 
There may be other yet undi scovered  
caves nearby. 

W i n t e r  Wren Care 

The large 15-foot-deep sinkhole 
entrance to Winter Wren Cave was found 
by Jim Baichtal. A steep, rubble f l oo red  
passage heads down to the northeast t o  
a short side passage and large terminal 
room con ta in ing  a pool. The terminal 
room and side passage appear t o  be i n  
line with Junco Cave and a surface solu- 
t i o n  channel nearby, and thus either 
j o i n t  or f a u l t  con t ro l l ed  ( s e t  map). 
Interestingly. the surface channel flows 
towards Junco and n o t  the deeper Winter 
Wren. Total length and depth i s  69 .3  
feet .  

Devil's Canopy Cave is, so far ,  t h e  
longest  cave found in the Winter Wren 
Cave Area, w i t h  its surveyed footage at 
326-2. Devil's Canopy was first dis- 
covered by Jay Rockwell and Fred Grady, 
then "re-d5scoveredn by Jim Baicht al. 
The cave was named after the spectacular 
entrance which has moss hanging down and 
a canopy of d e v i l ' s  c l u b  above. There 
were c o r d  fossils noted i n  the entrance 
sinkhole.  

A streamlet follows a canyon-like 
vadose passage eastwards t o  a point 
where one can cl imb up into a gallery. 
W o  more entrances to the cave connect 
through a small c o n s t r i c t i o n  i n  the 
southern w a l l .  of the gallery. From the  
g a l l e r y ,  a stoopway heads east and then 
north with various "too tightff leads. 
There ate some bacon and aragonite spe- 
leothems. A p i t  drops out  of t h i s  pas- 
sage into the con t inua t ion  of the en- 

trance canyon passage mentioned above. 
The stream pours down a very tight. w e t .  
cold, and unexplored passage 62.6 f ee t  
below the entrance. 

Found by Jim Baichtal, Junco Cave 
i s  s m a l l ;  but it contains a variety of 
speleothems. such as moomilk columns, 
s t a l a c t i t e s ,  sods straws, and f lowstone.  
The cave has been enlarged by vadose ac- 
t i o n  from drainage of a s o l u t i o n  channel 
nearby. It may be possible that Junco 
Cave was, at one time. a f a i r l y  horizon- 
tal  phreatic cave which was connected 
w i t 1 1  some of the  other caves in the area, 
such as Winter Wren Cave. Since that 
time, connecting portions have been col- 
lapsed and/or f i l l e d  with glacial drift 
and no t  yet re-opened. Or perhaps the  
area has drained, much as it is now. 
through the various glacial  periods. 
Junco Cave ends i n  f i l l  where t h e  water 
disappears i n t o  the f loor .  Its l ength  
i s  5 9 . 2  Eeet and i t s  depth is 22.5 feet. 

Dead k t k r  b e  

Dead Mother Cave i s  entered through 
t h e  larger of two entrance pits. It w a s  
found by Glen Cavil le .  rho was disap- 
pointed a f t e r  finding tha t  t h e  cave d i d  
not contain the  "Mother of All Riversf' 
i n  the  area; thus t h e  name. A handline 
is needed to get  to t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  in 
t h e  cave, A rope i s  then rigged on wall 
nubbins (rope pad suggested) t o  avoid 
brushing unstable breakdown on t h e  l a s t  
f ree-hanging 15-foot drop, The canyon 
"too t i g h t  to fol low" marks the end of 
t h e  stream and accessible part  of cave. 

Management Recommendations 

Because of the high concentrat ion  
of  caves here, the area should be buf- 
f ered of f adequately from timber harvest 
and road bui ld ing .  The buffer should be 
large enough to a l l o w  for a fringe lost 
to wind throw. Because of vertical com- 
ponents and presence of speleothms, the  
location of t h e s e  caves should not be 
shared w i t h  the general publ ic .  o 
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Anjope for Glacier w i n g ?  

After cance l l ing  eight d i f f e r e n t  heavy snowfal l ,  it is f i n a l l y  cold and 
trips t o  the caves i n  the  Byron Valley clear. Pleaee call 333-8766 if you are 
due to a very  warn and wet  weather. o r  interested in checking out the caves. 

Atop El Gapitan Peak 
T r i p  Report 

by Kevin A l l r e d  

As p a s t  of PCWIE, w e  were to spend 
time up on the El Capitan Peak a l p i n e  
karst. The Forest Service erec ted  a 
weatherport structure on plywood decking 
a t  about 1700 feet of elevation in the 
beaut if ul meadms of the largest polje 
(wala)  on the mountain, This seemed to 
be the ideal base camp from which t o  meet 
our objectives: a complete survey of 
Snow Hole. cont inued survey of Blowing 
in t h e  Wind Cave, survey of more pits in 
the area of El Capitan P i t .  and dye dumps 
i n  E l  Capitan Pit, Blowing i n  the Wind. 
and the p o l j  e. 

Because of the  few personnel avail- 
able at the t i m e .  our first crew consis-  
ted of only Pete Smith and myself. Pete 
is a hard pushing l o c d  abalone fisherman 
who l i ve s  with his f i n e  f m i l y  in Whale 
Pass. Pete has l ived  close to the earth 
in subsistance l i festyle  for some years, 
and so na tura l ly  was attracted to the 
mystery of dark holes and shafts  near his 
home. He had contacted us and wanted t o  
get involved. A short i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
SRT helped Pete prepare to get up and 
dorm drops more safely. 

First Go 

We helicoptered onto the peak on 
July 19. and had the pilot make a hover- 
ing rope  d r o p  a t  the rocky pass near 
Blowing in the Wind Cave. The weather 
was hot.  dry, and gorgeous. Wildflowers 
speckled the luscious d o l i n e  perforated 
green floor of the  po l j e .  

Our f i rs t  goal was to survey the 
entrance p i t  of Blowing in the Wind. We 
would then get i n t o  the cont inuing  Goes 
Canyon survey, no t  completed back in 1989 

(see The Alaskan Caver 1015) :9-13 and 
11 ( 1  6 -  . Our goal seems ridiculoue 
after what happened..., 

We rigged and cleaned sf£ t h e  drop 
which turned out to be about 150 feet at 
an angle of 70 degrees, Near the bottom. 
another drop of 40 feet led t o  a s i d e  
fissure. While sketching the survey, I 
pointed out a bat skeleton to Pete, who 
then spot ted  other larger bones sticking 
out from nearby f l o o r  f i l l .  These ap- 
peared very old and were from some kind 
of large, mean looking carnivore such as 
a wolverine. We left many going leads 
and headed back to camp w i t h  440 feet 
surveyed. 

On J u l y  20, we awoke to find our 
wet  hanging clothes now frozen. w i t h  a 
hard frost outs ide .  Seven deer grazed 
nearby. Back u p  a t  Blowing in the Wind, 
w e  picked a lead which plunged down sev- 
eral drops until it f i n a l l y  pinched to 
a very grim. jagged eight-inch-wide s l o t  
swallowing a waterfall. While Pete t r i e d  
to force h i s  body down, I used my helmet 
to cetch as much of t h e  cascading water 
a s  poss ib l e .  Neither of us had dsysuits  
on. It jus t  was not going to go. even 
though i t  b e l l e d  out tantalizingly belou. 

We backed up to another going lead 
which led to a similar multidrop canyon. 
T h i s  also became t ight .  but looked like 
i t  would  go with a  b i t  more chipping. 
We ran out of t i m e .  On the  way out.  I 
s t u d i e d  strange large nodular lumps on 
the w a l l s  of f issures.  They appeased to 
have farmed around a center p o i n t  and 
were often shattered, as if exploded out 
f r m  pressure in t h e  middle .  . . f r o s t  or 
gypsum? We hurried out w i t h  360 feet of 
survey and expectations of returning the 
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