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Obama Signs Jobs
Bill, CBC Chair
Calls For Specific
Help For Blacks

President Obama

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON,
D.C.
(NNPA) – As the black unemployment rate rose slightly last
month, President Obama has
signed the long-awaited jobs
bill with hopes of turning
around employment rates,
which for African-Americans
s t i l l near ly doubles the
n a t i o n al aver age of 9.5
percent.
“The Manufacturing
Enhancement Act of 2010 will
create jobs, help American
companies compete, and
strengthen manufacturing as a
key driver of our economic
recovery,” Obama said during
a bill signing ceremony at the
White House last week. “To
make their products, manufacturers - some of whom are represented here today - often
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have to import certain
materials from other countries
and pay tariffs on those
materials. This legislation will
reduce or eliminate some of
those tariffs, which will signific antly lowe r co s t s fo r
American companies across
the manufacturing landscape – from cars to chemicals;
medical devices to sporting
goods. And that will boost
output, support good jobs here
at home, and lower prices for
American consumers.”
Obama’s stroke of the pen
will not wipe out all of the
damage done during the
economic crisis that started in
earnest during the Bush
Administration. But, there are
high hopes in black communities where the jobless rate
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continued on pg. 9

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Florida Democratic Party Chair
Karen L. Thurman met with The
Weekly Challenger Editorial
Committee earlier this week for
a l en g t h y d i s cu s s i o n an d
overview of plans to maintain
the political gains made by the
African-American community.
The former Congresswoman
and state senator restored the
Party prominence and viability
by disposing of its nearly
million-dollar debt and a host of
other issues that plagued the
Party. In a matter of a few years,
Thurman was able to rebuild the
Party infrastructure allowing
her to begin the shoring up of
essential constituencies and
implementing strategies to win
statewide and legislative seats.
“This is what we do. We are
a political party and we elect
peo p l e t h at rep res en t o u r
people. The African-American
community is a major voice in
t h at ch o i r. An d we wan t
harmony. We must keep on
winning.” Thurman said.
The lengthy discussion
touched on the contentious
August primaries, the
November General Elections
and their impact on the 2012
P res i d en t E l ect i o n s . T h e
recurring central theme focused
on the importance of ensuring
that black voters used the power
of their vote. It also meant the
end of taking the black vote for

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Participants of the editorial meeting at The Weekly Challenger; back row, left to right,
Gershom Faulkner, Lew Williams, Dr. Gus Victor, Sevell Brown, Donza Drummond,
Thomas “Jet” Jackson and Dianne Speights; center is Karen Thurman,
Florida Democratic Party Chair and Tee Lassiter, front

granted; and how Redistricting
Congressional districts in
2012 will impact the political
enfranchisement of AfricanAmericans in Florida.
Chairwoman Thurman stressed
that “We cannot lose what we
have gained.”
Thurman’s tour of the I-4
Corridor, was to assure the

African-American leadership
and their constituents in Pinellas
County that their collective
concerns, input and vote would
be respected as the Democratic
Party of Florida proceeds to
map out their strategy for the
upcoming Florida Elections.
Thurman emphasized the
importance of holding the three

black Congressional Districts
and other Democratic controlled
districts in the Redistricting
process. Those districts will be
configured based on the 2010
Census. “This will mark the first
time in 45 years that a

MEETING
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ST. PETERSBURG - The
Nite Riders Van Club partnered
with the City of St. Petersburg
and TASCO to host their annual
Back-to-School Picnic and
school supply giveaway. The
event was held Sunday, Aug.15,
at Dell Holmes Park located at
2741 22nd Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL. There were
around 1,200 people in attendance throughout the day.
Approximately 200 students
K-12 received backpacks filled
with grade appropriate school
supplies including crayons,
pencils, pens, notebooks, spiral
binders, folders and more.
Three-hundred other kids that
were in attendance who did not
receive a backpack were still
presented with grade appropriate school supplies. The event
also offered food, fun and entertainment for those in attendance.

There were several representatives from the city of St.
Peterburg, including former
mayor, Rick Baker, surrendered
the honor of distributing the first
backpacks to current Mayor Bill
Foster. Foster proudly accepted
the traditional responsibility.
Others present included City
Councilman Wengay Newton,
Councilman Carl Nurse,
Sergeant Cynthia Davis and
other members of the St.
Peterburg Police Department.
Cecil Bauges, Jerri Gray and
Valarie West volunteered their
time and face painting skills to
paint beautiful images on the
kids. Bozo the clown and his
dog did an excellent job of entertaining the kids.
The St. Petersburg Police K9 unit performed a K-9 demonstration and the Pinellas County
Health Department Supervisor

Mayor Bill Foster joins members of the Nite Riders Van Club at
Dell Holmes Park for their annual back-to-school picnic

R a y S a n d e r l i n a n d s t a ff
provided health related literature
and answered health related
questions.
Others in attendance were
Judge Michael Andrews,
Attorney Patrice Moore,
Attorney Kim Todd, Attorney

Darryl Rouson and excouncilwoman Rene Flowers.
This event exemplifies what
can happen when public and
private organizations partner for
the betterment of our
community and the City of St.
Petersburg.
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August 28: March For Jobs And Justice
Where Ever You Are
BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - We
have to thank Rev. Al
Sharpton and other Civil Rights
leaders for turning our attention to
the atrocity planned by Glenn
Beck, conservative Fox TV talk
show host, to have a rally on the
Li n co l n m o n u m en t o n t h e
an n i v ers ary o f t h e M arch o n
Wa s h i n g t o n . R a t h e r t h a n
“restoring honor” as they say, this
march, heavily supported by the
National Rifle Association is a
perversion of the progressive
spirit of the original nonviolent
march, which held out the hope of
racial reconciliation and that
America would finally cash a
check of justice that would allow
all of us to invest in the great
project of Democracy.
Glenn Beck is a white nationalist who frequently says that progressivism is the problem with
democracy, so he and his Tea
Party henchmen want to return
America – virtually – to honor a
set of values that were around
when black people were still being
lynched. I agree that he must not
be allowed to appropriate the day

of the great march and the values
that we are still attempting to
protect and uphold, so I will be
there in Washington.
At the same time Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Sr. is leading a march in
Det ro i t , M I o n A u g . 2 8 t o
hi g h l i g h t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e
Economic Stimulus and therefore,
jobs have not reached many black
communities and that going
forward, Detroit, a City that is 82
percent black and economically
challenged, is a symbol that we
need a new national urban policy.
Rev. Jackson is right to make clear
the fact that jobs is the great issue
of our times and where better to
make that case than in Detroit.
Also, many people from New
Orl ean s w i l l n o t c o m e t o
Washington because they will be
co m m emo r a t i n g t h e K a t r i n a
Hurricane damage and resurrection that weekend. In that event, I
am told they will include elements
of the other marches. But some
national news organizations are
planning their own five-year look
at New Orleans and there are
primary elections that day in the
state, so that weekend also means
that other events will have to
struggle for press attention.

In a n y c a s e , I t h i n k t h a t
people, especially in this economically challenged environment,
should march where they are. If
they can come to Washington, DC,
or Detroit, or go to New Orleans,
fine, but there is work to be done
right there at home. It strikes me
that, in sympathy with the national
marches, local organizations
could plan jobs marches to their
local workforce agencies, city
halls, construction projects where
there are no blacks working, and
other places where the demand for
jobs by local people is a logical
act. Many of us have talked about
“civic engagement” well here is
an opportunity to do just that,
when the national spotlight could
connect a national march to one
held by a local community.
Perhaps this is a good idea that
come too late, but I am reminded
that many folks could not come to
Washington, DC Aug. 28, 1963
and so they had local events. F or
example, I marched on
Woodward Avenue in Detroit with
hundreds of thousands of people
and heard a version of the “I have
a dream” speech a few days before
it was given in Washington, DC.
The same could be said about the

Million Man March: people came
by the boatloads in 1995, but by
the celebration of the 10 year
anniversary, an effort was made to
urge folks to have local marches to
highlight the values of the original
march in their communities.
Finally, there is another reason
why blacks should try out their
local mobilization legs and that is
the elections that are coming
down the pike this fall. I will say
more about the elections later, but
it strikes me that since the
National Coalition of Black Civic
Participation is a sponsor of the
march in Washington, DC that is a
sign that they are making a move
to get organization thinking about
how they will organize to get out
th e v o t e l a t e r o n . S o , t h e s e
marches are about jobs and justice
and respecting the values of the
movement for which so many
people gave their lives, time and
energy. But they are also “right
now” oriented to the present crisis
of unemployment and to prevent
the conservative movement from
distorting Dr. King’s dream, but
also to keeping political power in
the hands of those who can help us
best.

The New York Mosque Controversy

BY BILL
FLETCHER, JR.
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - I watched
with outrage as a debate over the
placement of a mosque near
Ground Zero in New York took
place. The proposed mosque had
been suggested as a symbol of
tolerance in a society that is
b eco m i n g l es s t o l eran t . T h e
response, particularly led by rightwing Republicans, was outrageous
in the extreme.
The gist of the opposition's
position was that it would
somehow be insulting to have a
mosque near Ground Zero since
the September 11th terrorist
at t ack s were co n d u ct ed b y
Muslims. One group of opponents
calls itself "Stop Islamization of

America!", a ridiculous name that
plays to the fears and insecurities
of many, but especially plays to
racial and religious intolerance.
So, let's think about this for a
moment. The September 11th
terrorist attacks were carried out
by nineteen religious extremists.
They happen to be members of a
religion that counts itself as having
more than one billion followers,
and growing. So, let's divide one
billion into, nineteen and see what
percentage of Muslims were
involved in the attacks.
You get my point?
But now let's push the
envelope further and go into
terrain that no one seems to want
to discuss. Were churches banned
anywhere near the site of the
Oklahoma City bombing that was
carried out by the white domestic

terrorist Timothy McVeigh? Was
there any suggestion that because
McVeigh was a right-winger,
influenced by a particular interpretation of Christianity, that a
Christian church was somehow a
sanctuary for terrorists?
Let's push the envelope a little
further. How many AfricanAmericans, chicanos, and others
have been murdered by white
supremacists who hide behind a
burning cross? Should that mean
that there are no Christian
churches anywhere near where a
lynching took place? Should it
mean that Christianity is held
responsible for the slave trade, the
annexation of northern Mexico,
and the thousands of lynchings
that have taken place throughout
the history of this country?
It is time for people of good

The Weekly Challenger

will and sanity to speak up. The
focus on Islam is both a cynical
attempt by right-wing politicians
to appeal to the fears among many
white voters, but also a not so
subtle effort to play to racial and
religious intolerance, furthering an
agenda of a new "Cold War."
The political right saw, in the
first Cold War against the Soviet
Union and China, that it could use
the fear of communism as a means
of suppressing dissent here at
home. The aim of today's rightwing opportunists is to take that
approach into the 21st century by
creating an enemy of one billion
people where none exists and
keeping us in a perpetual state of
fear, war and intolerance. This is
not about fighting terrorism but
rather about a descent into demagoguery. Enough!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Twelve Bay Area Youth Qualify
For The AAU Junior Olympic
Games In Norfolk, VA

Political
Capital
by Gayle Andrews
Flying Under The Radar

Reapportionment is not a
sexy issue … no one knows
what it means or cares for the
most part. And that’s why
politicians from both parties
have taken advantage of that
fact. But the end result of this
unfamiliar process essentially
d e ter mines whe ther our
children have a fair shot at
equality in the realm that
governs our daily lives.
Ever y ten ye ars, the
Census tells us how many
people, what race, how old
and where they live in order to
“reapportion” or divide communities into districts. One
man, one vote kicks in and
candidates “stand for
election” allowing us to tell
them what to do for us. That’s
how it’s supposed to work in
our great democracy.
The Cens us and the
handing over of information
functions well enough, but the
dividing up of districts is
totally compromised because
it’s done by the people who
have everything to lose and
everything to gain. That
would be the state Republican
legislative leadership. The
political party in power draws
their own state legislative
districts and congressional
s e ats f or everyone . The
process is clearly flawed, and

the safeguards protecting our
interests have disappeared.
For the African-American
community, it becomes an
enormous problem. Often
times repres en t at i o n i s
brokered and minimized,
because blacks are not a constituency o f t h e fo l k s i n
charge. So the current reapportionment process, not the
people, controls the future and
the public has no say, least of
all blacks.
Whe n co n s t i t u t i o n al
amendments 5 and 6 made it
on to the November ballot
earlier this year, through the
difficult petition process no
less, well, that caused a very
large implosion among the
legislative leadership. It was
very large indeed because
voter approval will change the
rules significantly.
Since the state Constitution
Revision Commissions began
in the late 60’s, non-partisan
organizations dreamed of
doing what Amendments 5
and 6 would do; minimize
the political influence that
envelopes the reapportionment process. With the advent
of Amendments 5 and 6 that
fair reapportionment process
would be realized.
The re ap p o rt i o n m en t
process is so essential to

maintaining power, the legislative leadership will launch
a media campaign like no
other to kill Fair Districts and
protect their status. That’s
because these amendments
for change are an enormous
threat to their control over
who’s elected to the Florida
legislature and the Congress.
So, be ready for the
deluge to come.
But for people of color in
particular, it is yet another
affront to our ability to participate in a process so essential
to our future and quality of
life. We must understand that
the passage of Fair Districts
amendments 5 and 6 is the
second vital step for change
that reinforces progress …
transcending race and the
divisive politics of the past.
Gayle Andrews is a
former member of the Capitol
Press Corps, and former
Press Secretary to Senate
President Gwen Margolis
during reapportionment in the
1990’s. She was also an
adjunct Journalism instructor
at Florida A & M University,
where she was awarded
Distinguished and Outstanding
Graduate status. She is a
corporate & political consultant in Tallahassee.
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Twelve bay area youth, all
members of the Split Second
Track Club in St. Petersburg,
qualified for the AAU Junior
Olympic Games. Split Second
Track Club is a grassroots
organization dedicated to
teaching kids the sport of
running, good sportsmanship
and self discipline. Currently
there are about 61 runners
ranging from 5-18 years old.
About one quarter of its team
is considered at risk.
Sergeant Dwight Barber
developed Split Second Track
Club to reach children beyond
the track. He himself excelled
in running and attributes it for
helping keep him out of
trouble as a young person. He
now volunteers his time and
his coaches, Walter Smith and
Charles Nelms, time. They
teach running and provide a
loving environment to teach
life skills and character development. Often they become
mentors to help with social and
emotional issues as well. But
sometimes they are just caring
adults who want to make sure
these kids stay on the right

track. The focus of Split
Second Track Club is on
building young men and
women not just strong runners.
Sadly, due to finances the
team could only send three of
the twelve qualified runners
for the games. Regardless, they
are thrilled at the team’s
success and excited to be represented nationally. Faith
Nelms, 9-years-old, Napoleon
Maxwell, 14-years-old and
Deterrica Simpkin, 14-yearsold were the honored representatives.
The AAU Junior Olympic
Games are known as the
largest national multi-sport
event for youth in the United
States. It has become the
showcase event of the AAU
Sports Program. The AAU is
one of the largest, non-profit,
volunteer sports organizations
in the country. As a multi-sport
organization, the AAU is
dedicated exclusively to the
promotion and development of
amateur sports and physical
fitness programs.
The AAU philosophy of
“Sports for All, Forever” is

shared by over 500,000
members and 60,000 volunteers nationwide. Over 34
sports are offered in the 57
AAU Districts. Programs
offered by the AAU include:
AAU Sports Program, AAU
Junior Olympic Games, AAU
James E. Sullivan Memorial
Award and the AAU Complete
Athlete Program.
The AAU was founded in
1888 to establish standards and
uniformity in amateur sports.
During its early years, the
AAU served as a leader in
international sport representing the United States in the
international sports federati o n s . T h e A A U w o r k e d
closely with the Olympic
movement to prepare athletes
for the Olympic Games. After
the Amateur Sports Act of
1978 and the establishment of
the United States Olympic
Committee, the AAU has
fo c u s e d i t s e ff o r t s i n t o
providing sports programs for
pa r t i c i p a n t s o f a l l a g e s
beginning at the grass roots
levels.

MEETING

being local, the best way to
reach black America is to
have a communication
strategy that is national and
local. We all have a role and
must be part of the plan so we
can turn out the black vote like
we did to elect President
Obama.”
Chairman Thurman agreed
with the entire group that and
follow through with Brown’s
re q u e s t b y w o r k i n g o n a
strategy to counter conservative talk show hosts and other
racist messages.
Retired Associate
Superintendent Louis “Lew”
Williams, Gershom Faulkner
and “Momma T” Lassister
stressed the importance of the
Pinellas County Democratic
Party leadership engaging the
African-American community
in a much more aggressive
manner as oppose to taking the
black vote for granted, especially in St. Petersburg.
Donza Drummond,
General Manager of WRXB
Praise 1590 AM echoed
Brown’s strategy and the
importance of the Party earmarking advertising dollars in

their budgets to spend with
Black Media Groups at the
local level, like WRXB and
The Weekly Challenger.
Thomas “Jet” Jackson,
emphasized the need to engage
the eligible youth voting age
groups and carve out a significant role for them to play in
the upcoming elections.
Dianne Speights stressed
that black weekly newspapers
must be approached early in
the election process as well as
the black church; otherwise
African-Americans would
e v e n t u a l l y b e t u r n e d o ff
because they know they are
being solicited at the last
minute. “If a candidate knows
they are running, they need to
be visiting our churches and
organizations at the very
beginning of their campaign.”
Speights recommended.
Chairwoman Thurman
made it very clear that, “Gone
are the days, when democratic
candidates seeking office, will
show up just before an election
to solicit the black vote. We
will make this known throughout the Democratic Party of
Florida.”

continued from front page

Democratic controlled House
of Representatives has been in
place during Reapportionment.
That process is controlled by
the Republican state legislature however, and they will
determined how a district will
look and the likelihood of
placing a democrat, black or
other minority at a disadvantage.”
Ch a i r w o m a n T h u r m a n
completed her opening presentation with “Now, let me hear
your concerns, your issues and
your recommendations to
enhance the Florida
Democratic Party’s relationships with the AfricanAmerican community.”
Dianne Speights, Publisher
of The Weekly Challenger and
host of the meeting called
upon Sevell Brown to lay out
the concerns of the black
community. Brown wanted to
make sure the Party has
mapped out a definitive plan to
counteract the Republican
Party’s “Tea Party Strategy.”
Brown stated, “All politics
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BY DARRYL E. ROUSON

Just My Story

My father and mother, the
late Dr. W. Ervin Rouson
Vivian Rouson, taught me
good values. They said that you
cannot endear yourself to
people by tearing someone else
down or speaking negatively of
them. I detest that aspect of
politics where candidates feel
it advances their interests to
discharge negative viewpoints
and comments of opponents. I
am not proud of each step of
my journey from addiction to
recovery, from failure to
success or from homelessness
to ownership, from no law
practice to partner in the state's
largest personal injury firm,
Morgan and Morgan. But, it is
just my story.
I remember very fondly
be i n g a s ales boy for The
Weekly Challenger and making
a nickel off each paper that I
sold. It was my first real
attempt at being an entrepreneur and it was exhilarating
how the St. Petersburg
Community supported my
efforts and those of the other
teens selling not just "papers,"
but selling important
community news.
I thought about it recently
because of how St. Petersburg
a n d its r es iden ts ha ve
continued over the years to
support me and my efforts. I
am truly grateful.
When I returned home after
being gone for almost ten
years, I wasn't sure how my
four year old son and I were
going to make it. We had no
house, no car, a part-time job at
the County Attorney's Office
and only a cubby hole for a law
office that we slept in.
The late great Bishop John
Copeland caught me over at
At w a ter 's Caf ete ria a nd
encouraged me to not worry
about people. He said, “Love
the people and serve God and
you will be fine." Thank you
Bishop.

I wasn't sure he was right
but I called upon the 12 Step
Program of Recovery and God
to keep me as I plowed ahead
replacing fear with desire.
Positive
people
in
St.
Petersburg offered motivation,
forgiveness and encouragement. I needed it because I
knew there would always be
the naysayers and I knew I had
enough imperfections to be
criticized soundly. But, I just
forged ahead.
After opening my law
practice, I set about to get more
involved in the community of
my youth and adult development. I won the presidency of
the St. Petersburg Branch of
the NAACP and worked hard
to put it on a more active and
relevant course. We had great
successes; from increasing
business opportunities for
minorities to creating more
diversity in corporate boardrooms and government
agencies. Our Freedom Fund
Banquets filled the Dome and
the Coliseum with over 1,000
participants for three straight
years. Our branch became a
power house in the political,
social and business communities. St. Petersburg and the
south side, p art i cu l arl y
Midtown, have been of critical
importance to me and these
areas have responded. No
achievement however was ever
due to me alone. It was due to
the tireless and loyal support of
an e ntire c omm u n i t y an d
special people working beside
me. Thank you.
I was approached and
recruited by the Democratic
Party leadership to run for the
seat I currently hold as your
District 55 State Representative.
I did so and am ever grateful
for the demo n s t rat i o n o f
support.
It was a hard fought race
against individuals who had
run campaigns before and
knew the political landscape
better than I did. Some criti-

cized me for my past drug
addictions and other human
failures but others lifted me
and motivated me to keep
getting up and representing our
community.
When first elected in 2008
there were only ten days left in
a sixty day session. I was
sworn in and told "go vote." I
wasn't sure what I was doing
but I knew that I was casting
votes on over 300 pieces of
legislation, anyone of which
could have been the albatross
around my neck. I did the best I
could.
In Session - 2009, I filed
six bills and not one was heard
in committee or passed on the
floor of the house and I brought
zero dollars home to my
district. But I learned a lot. I
learned not only who held the
power in the halls of the capitol
building but who also controlled the purse strings. I
learned how the power and the
purse are loosed!!
Thus, in Session - 2010, I
believe I was the most effective
Democrat in the Tampa Bay
area. Of my six pieces of legislation filed, four became law;
two of them as stand alone bills
(the Child Abduction
Prevention Act and the Drug
Paraphernalia Restriction) and
t wo o f t h em i n P ro v i s o
language (USF Student Center,
St. Pete Campus and
Technology in Elections bill).
In addition to the legislation that I worked hard to pass,
I was able to secure an appropriation of one-million dollars
specifically for the counties
that I represent in District 55.
These funds, which were not
vetoed by the Governor as
other projects were, has now
been matched by another
million in Workforce dollars,
making a total of $2,000,000
that will now be spent in the
counties of our District to
create JOBS for at risk youth.
Several faith-based and other
community organizations are

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Darryl Rouson

now applying for this money.
I have worked hard to not
be a bitter partisan but to collaborate and be a bridge to the
partisan divide. I did this with
only one goal in mind and that
is to bring benefit and opportunity to our district and the four
counties I represent. I believe I
was elected to listen, to lead
even where it may initially be
unpopular but most of all to be
EFFECTIVE.
I love our District and I
understand all aspects of it,
from poor to affluent. I am
humbly grateful for the opportunity you have allowed me to
serve you and truly proud to
bring some success home. In
politics, I have learned that you
cannot please everyone and in
allocating scarce resources we
must be mindful of the people
who elected us and attentive to
their needs. I have tried to do
that.
This community knows me
and you know how I have
fo u g h t f o r o u r r i g h t s a n d
benefit.
Therefore, my future goals
are to build upon the jobs initiatives, more jobs; work to
keep public education fully
funded and create more incentives for economic development. I want strong and safe
neighborhoods
free
from
crime.
I pledge to give you my
best efforts. Please keep me in
your prayers.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Thursday, Aug. 19 - Enjoy a reception prior to the
Florida premiere of the "Freedom Riders - Could You
Get on the Bus?," an acclaimed film that was an
audience favorite at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival.
The Carter G. Woodson African American Museum,
2240 Ninth Ave. S., will host a reception and symposium
on August 19 at 5 p.m., prior to the screening of the film
at USF St. Petersburg's Steidinger Auditorium, 100 8th
Ave. SE, at 7 p.m. The film is based on the book by USF
St. Petersburg professor and noted historian, Dr.
Raymond Arsenault, and recounts the heroic efforts of
young men and women who in 1961 rode public transportation through the south to challenge segregation in
Interstate travel laws. In attendance will be Dr.
Arsenault, who will moderate a panel with Freedom
Riders from the Bay Area, including David and Winonah
Myers, Kredell Petway and Catherine Burks-Brooks,
and the film's producer, Laurens Grant. The reception
and film screening are free, however a ticket is required
for the screening. Free tickets are available at the
Carter G. Woodson Museum.

Ongoing - The Evocative Art of: Ludner Confident Dr.
Carter G. Woodson Museum, 2204 9th Ave. S.,
Tuesday-Thursday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm / Friday 11:00
am - 3:00 pm / Saturday 11:00 am - 2:00 pm www.woodsonmuseum.org or 727-323-1104. About Ludner
Confident: Inspired by life experiences and emotions,
social and spiritual concerns and the beauty of God's
creations, Confident's art is distinguished by surrealist
sensitivity and a physician's humanism. His paintings
portray a visual poetry with external and inner beauty
that appeals to the intellect as well as emotions. They
seduce, entertain, delight and lead the viewer down a
certain path.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
LET ME SHOW YOU HOW!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

Or simply shop here, save and get cash back …
SaveStar7.com

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

Church Law Seminar “Where the Church & Law Come Together”

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

VERY LOW START UP COST!
NO employees • NO collections • NO inventory
NO quotas • NO income limits

NEW LOCATION

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

Rubin
and Associates, P.A.

4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

4TH STREET B EAUTY SALON

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!

$10 haircuts, $8 for kids,
$15 shampoo and set

Call (727) 896-2922

COMPANION PLANS

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

R. Jonathan Davis, Business Owner
Email: rjdavis14@yahoo.com
Phone: 727-460-7155

Matthew 7:24

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-572-4355

When hair doesn’t care, we do!

• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Stylists and Techs

Salon Booth Rental starting at $50 per week*
1225 - 4th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-895-HAIR (4247) • 727-460-7155
Expires 10/10 • One coupon per purchase • *Some restrictions apply.

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

B E A U T Y S A L O N F O R S A L E ! Very low selling price.
Great potential! Almost 900 sq. ft. Call today 727-460-7155.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Upward Bound’s Successes –
Yesterday, Today And Tomorrow

TAMPA– College was
nowhere near Clinton Paris’radar
in 1982, a year that is already
ancient history to Dazaun Soleyn.
Soleyn has wanted to go to
college as far back as he can
remember.
The two are AfricanAmerican and members of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
They exemplify what it means for
young men to have a lifechanging experience through the
University of South Florida’s
Upward Bound program. One
represents Upward Bound’s past,
the other its present and they both
provide the rationale for its future.
The two men are very
different individuals, part of two
very different generations. But
Upward Bound expanded their
possibilities using the same techniques that make the difference
between living up to one’s
potential and going nowhere. In a
world where black males experience alarmingly high rates of
unemployment, imprisonment
and death, Upward Bound’s
success rate upwards of 90 per
cent each of its past 45 years – 96
per cent last year – makes it a
powerful beacon of hope.
USF’s Upward Bound
program began in 1965 and has
helped over 2,000 students –
male and female – graduate high
school and enroll in college.
Children of all nationalities are
drawn from 10 Hillsborough
County high schools and are
provided assistance in English
and Spanish. Upward Bound is a
federally-funded
U.S.
Department of Education TRIO
program for low-income, firstgeneration students nationwide.
Born in Sandersville, GA,
Paris grew up in West Tampa in a
home where college was not part
of family conversations. It was
his mother’s idea to get him
enrolled. Once there, he discovered a world of possibilities and
people engaged in something that
didn’t resemble anything else in
his life.
“I was shocked at how
serious and focused the students
were on academics and their
futures,” Paris said. “I found a
completely different environment
from what I experienced on a
daily basis on the streets of West
Tampa or in my home. At
Upward Bound everybody and
everything was focused on
getting ready for college and
success in life. I’m competitive
by nature and I wanted to demonstrate that I too belonged in the
program and could succeed in
life.”
And succeed he did. He went
from just getting by to excelling –
from getting grades in the low C’s
to high A’s. The seventh of nine
children in a family with no
college experience, Paris needed
the academic structure, guidance,
encouragement and other benefits
Upward Bound had to offer.
“What impressed me the
most was the personal attention
the counselors gave each of us.
The counselors really got to know
each student and based on the
students’ individual abilities they
helped us select a college that
gave us the best chance to
succeed.
Moreover, Upward
Bound paid for the PSAT, SAT,
and ACT tests, and three college
applications – all things my
family could not afford,” he said.
But Upward Bound taught
Paris more than how to achieve
academically and fill out college
applications.
“Dr. Richard Pride, the

program director and patriarch,
believed that success required
more than academic excellence.
He insisted that every student
learn discipline, personal responsibility, decorum, and even public
speaking,” he said. “Students
were constantly put in situations
that required them to communicate what their future plans were
and how they planned to achieve
their goals.”
That meant having to think
about and make plans for the
future, which led him to stay at
USF and major in finance. But it
was the television series Perry
Mason that inspired his choice of
a career. Paris said the TV
lawyer’s convertible car with a
telephone and always saving the
day by arguing successfully on
behalf of his clients inspired him.
Paris won his first case by arguing
on behalf of a teammate in grade
school who had gotten in trouble
with the football coach. He won
that one and his fate was sealed.
Success in Upward Bound and at
USF propelled him to Stetson
University College of Law where
he earned juris doctor and
masters of business administration degrees.
Paris now has a thriving law
practice in Riverview, Florida
specializing in business and commercial litigation, personal injury
and real estate law. He continues
to maintain a strong relationship
with Upward Bound by serving
on the advisory board. He is also
part of the alumni association and
returns to help inspire students
like Soleyn.
Just like Paris, Soleyn has
had the opportunity to attend
Saturday classes during the
school year and live on campus
during the summer program
where students attend classes, go
on college tours and receive a
healthy dose of discipline.
During Paris’ time, he says that
meant, “a low tolerance for
breaking their rules. They were
very strict.”
Things haven’t changed, but
then discipline is not an issue
since Soleyn chose to get
involved in Upward Bound.
Born in Brooklyn, his mother
moved to Tampa where she felt
the schools would provide a
better education. He learned
about the program from representatives who visited Durant Senior
High School in Plant City when
he was a sophomore. He was
ready from the start.
“I wasn’t nervous my first
day of classes because I had a lot
of my friends from high school
that started the same time as me,”
he said. “So it felt like a regular
day of school except it was on a
Saturday.”
Soleyn is majoring in
business management in the
College of Business and dance
studies in the College of The Arts
and he just completed the Kappa
Alpha
Psi
Undergraduate
Leadership Institute in Cincinnati
this summer, one of 50 chosen
from applicants around the
United States. He had access to
fraternity members who shared
their knowledge and experience,
as he does on campus with
another fraternity brother, USF
Ombudsman Samuel L. Wright.
“‘Upward
Bound
for
success’ is the oath he took when
he was admitted to the program
and he is truly an ‘upward
bounder’ to the core,” Wright
said. “He loves the program and
had the utmost respect for its
leaders who gave much to him.
And he is living out the true

meaning of our fraternity, a belief
in achievement in every field of
human endeavor.”
Upward Bound gets students
to see past being admitted to
college, all the way to and beyond
graduation. In Soleyn’s case, he
hopes to dance with a company
for a few years and then open a
community center followed by
founding a performing arts
school in the Tampa Bay area.
That’s the kind of vision Upward
Bound fosters, and Soleyn isn’t
waiting for graduation.
“I am in the process of
opening an organization with a
close friend, which is focused on
building individuality through
creativity and art, one life at a
time,” Soleyn said. “Upward
Bound has taught me how to try
new things, that others haven’t
attempted before, without fear.
And I’ve learned how to lead by
example.”
That quality of influence has
held consistently throughout
Upward Bound’s history. Mack
Davis, III, director of all the First
Generation Access and Pre-collegiate Programs and USF Upward
Bound
Program
Director
Sharman McRae both beam with
pride when talking about Upward
Bound students, young people
they both care deeply about.
Davis believes the success of
Upward Bound students is
nothing short of “phenomenal.”
He says, “Upward Bound introduces students to a new way of
thinking about themselves and
their future. Because of the
support provided to them by
dedicated adults and the challenging environment they experience
each summer, these students are
destined for success. Throughout
their involvement with Upward
Bound, we constantly reinforce
the message, ‘with hard work and
doing what is expected of you,
you will succeed.’”
The connection is a lasting
one.
“We find the students are
very appreciative of what is given
to them,” McRae said. “So many
of them come back after they’ve
left us and say, ‘I’m using everything you taught me,’ or ‘I’m so
happy you took me to
Washington, D.C., or this place
and that place, because I wouldn’t
have gone otherwise.’ It’s really
rewarding to see them walk back
through that door after they’ve
started college and are on their
way to building their careers. We
even have students come back
and offer to volunteer here in the
office – running errands and
offering advice.”
Paris hopes Dazaun will
someday reach the point where
he joins the many Upward Bound
graduates who attend alumni
gatherings and may someday
follow Paris’ lead in being a
mentor and voice of inspiration.
“They were preparing us to
become professionals,” Paris
said. “Upward Bound opened
my door to college and all the
wonderful opportunities this
country offers. If it had not been
for Upward Bound, I would not
have gone to college, and become
a lawyer. My academic and professional successes are a direct
result of the program.”
High school students can
apply
online
at
http://www.ugs.usf.edu/upbound
/application.htm. For more information about the USF Upward
Bound
program,
visit
h t t p : / / w w w. u g s . u s f . e d u /
upbound/upbound.htm or call
813-974-9138.

BLACK HISTORY
“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Bernard A. Harris Jr.

Bernard Anthony Harris Jr.,
born June 26, 1956 in Temple,
Texas is a former NASA
astronaut. On Feb. 9, 1995,
Harris became the first AfricanAmerican to perform an extravehicular activity (spacewalk),
during the second of his two
Space Shuttle flights.
Harris graduated from Sam
Houston High School, in San
Antonio where he was actively
involved in science fairs, book
clubs and other school activities. He received a bachelor’s
degree in biology from
University of Houston in 1978.
He earned his MD degree from
Texas Tech University School
of Medicine in 1982. Harris
completed a residency in
internal medicine at the Mayo
Clinic in 1985.
Harris completed a National
Research Council Fellowship at
NASA’s Ames Research Center
in 1987. While at Ames, he
conducted research in musculoskeletal
physiology
and
disuse.
He also trained as a flight
surgeon at the Aerospace
School of Medicine at Brooks
Air Force Base in San Antonio
in 1988. Dr. Harris received a
master’s degree in biomedical
science from The University of
Texas Medical Branch in 1996.
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Harris is also a certificated pilot.
After completing his fellowship at NASA Ames, he
joined NASA’s Johnson Space
Center as a clinical scientist and
flight surgeon, where he
conducted clinical investigations of space adaptation and
developed countermeasures for
extended duration space flight.
He was the first black man
to go in space as one of NASA’s
research teams and he was
involved in the construction of
the space rovers.
Harris is a member of many
professional, academic and
service organizations, including
the American College of
Physicians, Phi Kappa Phi
Honor Society, Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity and the Boys and
Girls Club of Houston, of which
he is a member of the board of
directors. He has been recognized several times by NASA
and other organizations for his
professional and academic
achievements. In 1996 he
received an honorary doctorate
from the Morehouse College
School of Medicine. He has
helped many black children
through charitable donations.
In 2005, the North East
Independent School District in
San Antonio named a middle
school under construction after
Harris. The Bernard Harris
Middle School opened in
August 2006 with a capacity of
1500 students. He is a great
figure that always expresses
Leadership with his mind, body
and soul.
Selected by NASA in
January 1990, Harris became an
astronaut in July 1991, and
qualified for assignment as a
mission specialist on future
Space Shuttle flight crews. He
served as the crew representative for Shuttle Software in the
Astronaut Office Operations
Development Branch. Harris
was assigned as a mission specialist on STS-55, Spacelab D-

2, in August 1991. He flew on
board Columbia for ten days,
(26 April 1993 – 6 May 1993);
on the mission the Shuttle
reached one year of accumulated flight time. Harris was part of
the payload crew of Spacelab
D-2, conducting a variety of
research in physical and life
sciences. During this flight,
Harris logged over 239 hours
and 4,164,183 miles in space.
His second mission was as
the Payload Commander on
STS-63 (2 February 1995 –11
February 1995), the first flight
of the new joint RussianAmerican Space Program.
Mission highlights included the
first rendezvous (but not
docking) with the Russian space
station Mir and retrieval of
Spartan 204 satellite. During the
flight, Harris became the first
African-American to walk in
space, while fellow astronaut
Michael Foale became the first
British-born spacewalker. (It
was also on this flight that
Eileen Collins became the first
female Shuttle pilot.) On this
mission, Harris logged 198
hours, 29 minutes in space,
completed 129 orbits, and
traveled over 2.9 million miles.
Harris left NASA in April
1996, but has continued
research.
In 1998, he founded The
Harris Foundation, a Houston,
Texas-based non-profit organization, whose stated mission is
“to invest in community-based
initiatives to support education,
health and wealth. THF
supports
programs
that
empower individuals, in particular minorities and other economically and/or socially disadvantaged, to recognize their
potential and pursue their
dreams.”
In 2008, he appeared in
Microsoft’s “I’m a P.C.” ad
campaign.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Raiders' Asomugha
Out To Prove He's The Best

Nnamdi Asomugha

NAPA, Calif. (AP) -- While
Darrelle Revis continues his
holdout with the New York Jets
in hopes of a new contract
befitting a player many think is
the best cornerback in the NFL,
Oakland's Nnamdi Asomugha is
working on taking that title
back.
The Raiders finally appear
willing to let him, too.
After being tethered almost
exclusively to the right side of
Oakland's secondary, the twotime Pro Bowl defensive back is
getting his freedom and will
roam the field covering
op p o nents ' top r ece iver no
matter where he lines up.
It's a change in strategy and
philosophy for the Raiders and
the man-to-man coverages
favored by owner Al Davis, a
change the 29-year-old

Asomugha fully embraces.
"Every year there are times
when it happens but this year I
just think it will happen more
because we're doing it [in
practice] more and they're
allowing it to happen more,"
Asomugha said this week. "Me
being able to play in the slot on
third down ... I've wanted that
for a while."
Asomugha was widely recognized as the top defensive
back in the league when he
grabbed a career-high eight
interceptions in 2006 and
garnered his first Pro Bowl
selection. Opponents became so
frustrated they nearly quit
throwing to Asomugha's side of
the field entirely.
In 2009, q u art erb ack s
attempted only 28 passes in
Asomugha's direction compared
to 111 for Revis. The lack of
action cemented Asomugha's
reputation in the eyes of some
but created doubt among others.
That's why the eight-year
veteran is welcoming his new
role after flirting with it periodically throughout his career.
"There are so many times
when I feel like I'm having the
game of my life and no one
knows it," Asomugha said.
"That's rough. No one sees it.
The offenses see it, the people
that watch film see it but the fans
don't see it."

Not that Asomugha is
motivated by public opinion,
though he could easily make a
career change and enter politics
if he wanted. He has rubbed
elbows with presidents and other
world dignitaries, is a mentor to
teens and is deeply involved in
numerous charity and volunteer
efforts in the Bay Area.
Asomugha is also the face of
Oak l an d 's d efen s e. Wh i l e
Richard Seymour has the championships and Tommy Kelly has
the money, it's Asomugha who
commands the most respect on
and off the field.
Still, there are many who
believe Revis is the better cornerback. His current holdout
was reportedly sparked by his
desire to get a better contract
than the $45.3 million, threeyear deal Asomugha received in
2009.
Asomugha has stayed above
the fray when it comes to talk of
him and Revis. Instead, he's
focused on his new role and
trying to help the Raiders snap
out of a seven-year funk that
coincided with Asomugha's
arrival as a first-round pick out
of Cal in 2003.
"Some of it is just being able
to get him comfortable on both
sides because of all the slot formations and corner over (the
top)," Oakland coach Tom Cable
said. "Maybe some of it has to

do with his lining up on the best
receiver."
Asomugha has matched up
against opponents' top receivers
periodically throughout his
career. Last season he held
Denver's Brandon Marshall
without a catch in the first half
before the Raiders altered their
coverages in the second half. He
also held Baltimore's Derek
Mason to one catch in their
season-ending matchup.
The Raiders hope he can do
more of that this season now that
he'll be shadowing opponents'
top receiver.
"We're doing more things,
and I love it," Asomugha said.
"I've been inside, I've been
outside, both sides. It looks like
it won't be a thing that's selective
based off who we're playing. It's
just going to be a thing that we
can do whenever we want ... and
that's great. It gets me more
involved."
Notes: DE Jay Richardson
had arthroscopic surgery on his
injured knee Tuesday. Cable
said he would have an update
Wednesday on when Richardson
might be able to return. ...
Backup QB Charlie Frye will
undergo a "procedure" on his
injured right wrist Wednesday,
Cable said.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-1) will host the Kansas City Chiefs (0-1) Saturday, Aug. 21st at 7:00 p.m.

Krzyzewski: Durant Has Been
Too Unselfish So Far

Kevin Durant

BY RACHEL COHEN

GREENBURGH, N.Y. (AP)
Kevin Durant is too unselfish.
That's the one criticism U.S.
coach Mike Krzyzewski has of
the Oklahoma City Thunder
forward so far in the Americans'
preparations for the world championships. He's watched Durant
pass up too many shots.
A team's best player can't do
that. Krzyzewski freely bestows
that distinction on the 21-yearold Durant and is confident the
other players on this young
squad agree. It's hard to argue,
considering Durant last season
became the youngest to win the
NBA scoring crown.
"They look to him all the

time," Krzyzewski said after
Friday's practice at the Knicks'
training facility. "They're OK
with Kevin shooting. If he
misses, they want him to shoot
again. They know. They've seen
it."
He needs to keep shooting
even in games like Thursday's
intrasquad scrimmage at Radio
City Music Hall, when Durant
was 4 of 12 and missed all five
3-point attempts.
"He's our guy," elder
statesman Chauncey Billups
said. "He's the go-to guy. He's
the guy who for us is going to be
the scorer and do all the things
that Kobe, LeBron did on the
Olympic team."
Durant sounded a bit conflicted upon being told his coach
wanted him to be less unselfish.
"I thought I was doing a
better job of finding the open
man, but I guess he wants me to
be more aggressive," he said.
"I don't want to be a guy that
comes out here and tries to take
all the shots," Durant added.
"We have a lot of scorers here,
so I just want to be a complement on the floor."
But he's noticed his point

guards, Billups and Rajon
Rondo, reminding him when
he's not assertive enough.
"Certain situations during
the game, I'm just letting him
know we have to go through him
down the stretch," Rondo said.
"There's going to be some games
where he has to take us home
and not be so passive and be
aggressive.
The
coaches
obviously are drawing up plays
to put him in situations to score
the ball."
Durant averaged 30.1 points
in his third NBA season to earn
All-NBA first team honors. He
led the Thunder to the playoffs,
where they pushed the eventual
champion Lakers to six games in
the opening round.
"Be
yourself,"
Lakers
veteran Lamar Odom said of his
advice for Durant. "He led the
league in scoring. If he could
lead this league in scoring, too,
that would help."
No pressure.
But that's the prominent
position Durant finds himself in
even though this is his first stint
on the national team. The U.S.
heads into the world championships in Turkey later this

month looking to win to clinch a
berth at the 2012 Olympics.
"Everyone
says
Kevin
Durant's the leader. He may be
our best player; that doesn't
mean you're the leader,"
Krzyzewski said. "Let him just
be the best player. Let Chauncey
and Lamar, those guys be the
leaders."
The Americans play an exhibition Sunday against France at
Madison Square Garden, the
next chance for Durant to show
he's not passing up on the shots a
team's best player needs to take.
His performances these coming
weeks will determine not only
whether the U.S. automatically
qualifies for the Olympics, but
perhaps how quickly he can
carry his young Thunder team to
even greater heights.
"Kevin wants to be an outstanding player," Krzyzewski
said. "He wants to be the best.
So being in this environment
with this caliber of player, how
he asserts himself here in a
different environment will help
him even more when he goes
back to his current environment."

Have any questions or comments

about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Gore Welcomes
Westbrook Into
49ers Backfield

Brian Westbrook

SANTA CLARA, Calif.
(AP) - Before San Francisco
added free agent Brian
Westbrook to its backfield this
week, the 49ers made it a point
to consult with Frank Gore
first.
The two-time Pro Bowl
running back, who has led the
team in rushing each of the
past five seasons, quickly gave
his blessing.
"I thought if he could help
my team get better and help us
go to another level, I'm fine
with it," Gore said Tuesday
after San Francisco's single
practice. "He's been a great
back in this league for a long
time. I already started asking
him questions, but I feel he can
help me get better."
Westbrook signed a oneyear deal with the 49ers
Monday and was greeted by a
loud applause from 49ers fans
attending the team's open
practice Tuesday as he trotted
onto the field for the first
workout with his new team.
The former Philadelphia
Eagles star took part in individual drills and did some light
running but spent much of the
two-hour workout as a
spectator while Gore and
rookie Anthony Dixon
handled the reps on offense.
"The hardest thing to do is
sit on the sidelines and watch
but that's probably the best
way to learn," Westbrook said.
"Hopefully it's quick, and I'm
gonna do everything I can to
make it as painless and as
quick as possible."
San Francisco needed help
in its backfield after the sur-

prisingly abrupt retirement of
Glen Coffee after one year.
Even when Westbrook is
up to speed with the powerbased running game the 49ers
employ, he'll remain an understudy to Gore. Coach Mike
Singletary made that point
clear when San Francisco
announced the Westbrook
signing.
Gore, a third-round draft
pick in 2005, likes leading the
49ers' ground game but
welcomes the addition of a
back with the experience of
Westbrook.
Westbrook led the NFL
with 2,104 yards from
scrimmage in 2007 but his
production dropped dramatically last season when he
missed eight games with a pair
of concussions and an ankle
injury.
"I know that we needed
another back and he was the
best one out there, and we feel
that he can help our team,"
Gore said. "I watched him a
whole lot, especially when he
was in Philly because he was a
guy I had to compete against
for yards and receiving yards.
He watched me in practice
today and I asked him to help
me with the things he sees that
I can carry over on the field."
Singletary didn't rule out
the possibility of using both
Gore and Westbrook in the
same backfield. In addition to
5,995 career rushing yards,
Westbrook also has 426 receptions for 3,790 yards in eight
seasons.
Gore, who already ranks
fourth on the 49ers' career
rushing list with 5,561 yards,
is averaging more than 52
catches over the past four
seasons. The potential explosiveness that he and
Westbrook present should
pose a significant challenge
for defenses.
"A lot of weapons," Gore
said. "We do have personnel
like that, with two halfbacks in
the game. Both running backs
out of the backfield can catch
the ball well and I think that's
going to be great."

Steve Williams Says
Job Is Secure

W E L L I N G TO N , N e w
Zealand - New Zealander
Steve Williams doesn't believe
his job as Tiger Woods' caddie
is under any threat, despite
media speculation about their
11-year
association
and
concern over the champion
golfer's form.
Wi l l i a m s t o l d N e w
Zealand radio Wednesday that
he and Woods remain close
friends and there is no possibility their working relationship
is about to end.
"I'm sure if there was
going to be some sort of
parting of the ways, I'd be the
first to know," he said. "From
my point of view, I don't see
any chance of that happening."
Williams expressed confidence in the ability of Woods'
new swing coach Sean Foley
to revive his game.
"He hasn't decided if that's
the coach who's going to be
with him, but I really like what
this new guy had to say and

what his theories are,"
Wi l l i a m s s a i d . " I f Ti g e r
decides to stick with Sean, I
believe he'll get better. It might
take a little while."
Woods finished 28th at last
week's PGA Championship in
Wisconsin, a week after
posting the worst 72-hole total
of his career -- 18 over par -- at
the Bridgestone Invitational
event in Ohio. Williams said
nobody should rush to the conclusion Woods was losing his
ability or his aura.
"At the end of the day,
Tiger Woods is Tiger Woods,"
Williams said. "He's won 14
majors and 71 PGA Tour
events. Regardless of what's
gone on, you can't take that
away from the guy.
"Tiger knows how to win
and people know that he
knows how to win. When he
gets back in the situation
where he's playing well again
and he's in contention to win,
he'll get the job done."
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NATIONAL NEWS
Wyclef Jean For President Of Haiti - Will He Be Another Aristide?

BY DR. RON DANIELS

WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .
(NNPA) - Two weeks ago on
CNN’s Larry King Live the
multi-Platinum, multi-Grammy
Award winning recording artist
and cultural icon Wyclef Jean
made the long anticipated
announcement that he will be a
candidate for president of the
Republic of Haiti. Surrounded
by throngs of admiring
followers in Port Au Prince,
Wyclef suggested that the youth
of Haiti, who constitute the
majority of the population, are
drafting him to run for
president.
For months, observers of
the political scene in Haiti have
been quietly indicating that his
popularity on the ground is such
that, if Wyclef were to announce
his candidacy, he would be the
odds on favorite to be the next
president of Haiti. That prospect
notwithstanding, scores of candidates may register to run,
e.g., Wyclef’s uncle, Ambassador
Ra y mond J os eph; former
Pri m e M inis ter Ja cque sEdouard Alexis; former Prime
Minister and Lavalas stalwart,
Yvon Neptune; Kompas music
legend Sweet Micky; and,
former Minister for Haitians
Living Abroad, Leslie Voltaire
to mention a few.
At the moment the buzz is
all about Wyclef Jean, and his
candidacy is raising the kinds of
questions one might expect
about an inexperienced entertainer seeking the highest office
in H aiti, par ticula rly at a
moment of such grave crisis:
Should Wyclef run? Is he

JOBS

continued from front page

reached back to 15.6 percent
last month, up from 15.4 in
June, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics.
Unemployment among black
males – though dropped significantly from its high of 19
percent in March of this year is still at 16.7 percent, nearly
twice the average white rate
of 8.6 and white male rate of
8.8 percent.
There
is
contention
among some that Obama may
need to take specific actions
to help quell the disparate
economic suffering in the
black community.
“Unemployment rates for
A fri can- Am er icans and
Latinos remain unacceptably
high at 15.6 percent and 12.1
percent, respectively, and
highlighting the disproportionate impact the recession
has had and the need for
targeted efforts to address
chronic unemployment,” said
Congressional Black Caucus
Chair Barbara Lee (D-Calif).
in a statement.
In the President’s billsigning statement, there was
no specific mention of the
black unemployment rate at
the bill signing Aug. 11.
However, earlier this month,
Obama acknowledged to
thousands at the National
Urban League (NUL)
Convention that black communities had already been hit
substantially by the economy
before he ever took office.

qualified? And, what kind of
president would he make? In
addition, Wyclef has come
under withering fire from some
on the left who believe his
criticism of President Aristide
and endorsement of the idea of
regime change prior to Aristide
being ousted is an unpardonable
sin.
Before commenting on this
and other aspects of Wyclef’s
candidacy, however, I would
like to briefly state my position
on the election in general. To
begin with, I find the decision
by the Haitian Government and
the international community to
push for elections at the height
of the catastrophe mystifying.
With virtually all the election
registration records destroyed
during the earthquake as well as
many administrative offices, it
will require a huge allocation of
human and material resources to
conduct an election by
November.
Haiti is in a de facto state of
emergency and, therefore, in my
judgment the full energy of the
Government and international
community should be focused
on recovery/reconstruction.
Accordingly, after our visit to
Haiti in February (30 days after
the earthquake), in lieu of
national elections, the Haiti
Support Project (HSP) recommended the creation of a broad
based/inclusive
Interim
Gove rnme nt o f Nat i o n al
Reconstruction to steer the
nation for a period of a year to
eighteen months.
The interim government
would have been based on a
consensus of political parties,

“The African-American
unemployment rate was
already much higher, the
incomes and wealth of
African-American families
already lower,” he said.
“There was less of a cushion.
Many minority communities
— whether in big cities or
rural towns — had seen businesses and opportunities
va nish for yea rs , s t o res
boarded up, young people
hanging out on the street
corners without prospects for
the future.”
He added, “So when we
came in to office, we focused
not just on rescuing our
economy in the short run, but
rebuilding our economy for
the long run — creating an
economy that lifts up all
Americans.”
He also told the NUL
crowd that certain actions by
his administration have been
intended to at least respond to
the black unemployment rate,
including “making sure civil
rights and anti-discrimination
laws are enforced.”
Meanwhile, the issue that
was predicted to be his
toughest is measuring up to
its expectations, Obama said:
“Now, we knew from the
beginning that reversing the
damage done by the worst
financial crisis and the
deepest recession in generations would take some time more time than anyone would
like. And we knew that it
would require an ongoing
effort across all fronts.”

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

the private sector and civil
society, with the sanction of the
international community. In
Haiti, everyone wants to be
president and the rivalries and
competition can sometimes
become vicious. In short, I
believe national elections at this
time are a major distraction
from the urgent need to focus on
alleviating the suffering of the
millions who are living in
misery, and building a path to a
new future. But, obviously the
elections are on and Wyclef
Jean is the man in the spotlight.
Though I do not know
Wyclef intimately, I have had
the pleasure of being in his
co m p an y o n a co u p l e o f
occasions, most recently at the
Nation of Islam’s Saviour’s Day
Commemoration in Chicago in
Feb ru ary. Ov er d i n n er we
actually had an opportunity to
share a few ideas about the work
of Yele Foundation and HSP, the
relief effort and the direction of
reconstruction. I don’t think
there is any question that
Wyclef is a sincere person who
loves Haiti and is deeply
devoted to the uplift of the
Haitian people.
As such he is entitled to his
opinion about the state of
political affairs in his homeland,
including offering a critique of
President Aristide during the
time when a combination of
forces was orchestrating his
ouster. In some recent interviews, I have had to come to
Wyclef’s defense on this point
because, as mentioned above,
there are those in the progressive movement who consider
his criticism of Aristide’s

failings and call for him to step
aside as tantamount to treason.
To paint Wyclef in that way is
grossly unfair. Not everyone
who parted company with
Aristide was an agent of the
CIA or a reactionary. Indeed,
many of his critics were former
allies who saw him morph into
someone far different than the
v is i o n a r y l e a d e r t h e y h a d
embraced earlier.
So, Wyclef’s views on
Aristide should not be a disqualifier. Having said that, I strongly
agree with the growing
cr e s c e n d o o f v o i c e s f r o m
various quarters demanding that
the Lavalas party (or parties) be
certified to participate in the
forthcoming elections. The
failure to do so will damp down
participation and call into
question the legitimacy of the
o u t c o m e . Wy c l e f c o u l d d o
himself some good by speaking
up on this issue. As to the effect
of the attacks on his candidacy,
the masses on the ground have
already rendered their verdict.
H e ’s w i l d l y p o p u l a r !
Indeed, this is what makes the
prospect of Wyclef’s candidacy
intriguing. He could well be an
Ar i s t i d e - l i k e f i g u r e . J e a n Bertrand Aristide captured the
imagination and aspirations of
the people like no other leader
in modern Haitian history. He
personified the desire and will
of the Haitian poor, peasants,
workers and forward-looking
people from all sectors to
transform the nation into a participatory democracy with a
vibrant economy. Aristide had
the capacity to inspire the dispossessed to believe a brighter

OBITUARY

future was possible with their
engagement. One of the
elements that is sorely lacking
in the current reconstruction
effort is precisely this kind of
call to the nation to act. There
does not appear to be an effort
to mobilize the millions who are
living in wretched conditions to
become part of the process of
building the new Haiti.
There is a “Plan” which was
developed at the behest of the
international community in
order to make the case for
billions in foreign aid. The Plan
has received good reviews, but
the problem is large sectors of
the Haitian population played
no meaningful role in formulating it. There is a critical need to
engage/involve all sectors of the
population in the reconstruction
effort. In that regard, the process
is as important as the outcome.
Given his popularity with
Haitian youth and the poor,
perhaps, Wyclef Jean is the
candidate who could mobilize
the population to play a
powerful role in building the
new Haiti. That would be a
positive.
For those who question
Wyclef’s lack of experience,
Aristide was overwhelmingly
elected president despite the
fact that he had no prior experience as an elected official. In
my view, experience is never
the critical criteria for seeking
e l e c t e d o ff i c e . T h e m o s t
important ingredients are a
vision of what it is you want to
accomplish, a platform that
embodies the vision, a plan for
achieving the vision and the
judgment to assembly a team

with the skill to implement the
vision.
In addition to years in the
trenches fighting against the
Duvalier dictatorship and subsequent authoritarian regimes,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide was a
devotee of Liberation Theology
from which he derived a vision
of the dispossessed as the vital
center and driving force for a
new Haiti. And, he had thought
long and hard about what kinds
of measures/policies that would
be required to achieve his
vision. Frankly, we have yet to
hear Wyclef clearly articulate
his vision for Haiti and his
platform and plan for implementing it. Celebrity and popularity among the masses is not a
vision or a program. In the
coming weeks, it will be imperative that Wyclef lay out his
vision and plan for the new
Haiti. An entertainer as head of
State without a vision and plan
for the future could be a
disaster.
Finally, while charisma and
popularity can be positives, they
can also be negatives. “Stars” or
messianic leaders who view
th e m s e l v e s a s “ d r a f t e d , ”
“anointed,” or “ordained” are
susceptible to becoming selfabsorbed figures. They are often
resistant to input or criticism
and suspicious of people or
organizations that might offer
an opposing idea. The seeds of
authoritarianism are often to be
found in the personalities of
those who see themselves as
“called” to lead. Let’s hope
this is not the case with Wyclef
Jean, the man who just might be
the next president of Haiti.

In Loving Memory Of
Dr. Minnie Hughes Johnson

WALLACE HINES JR.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

Wallace hines, Jr. was
born September 23, 1937,
in St. Petersburg, FL to
the late Wallace Hines, Sr.
and Beatrice Dunn
Donaldson.
He attended Gibbs
High School and later
served in the United States
Army from Nov. 14, 1955
until Nov. 16, 1958. In
1999, he retired from the
Pinellas Suncoast Transit
Authority after 25 years of
service. Wallace was a
member of Queen Street
Church of God in Christ
and was also affiliated
with International
Shriners and Nite Riders
Van Club.
Wallace Hines, Jr.
departed this life on
Sunday, August 8, 2010.
He leaves to cherish
his memories his wife,
Diane Hines; sons Orlon
Miller (Judith) and
Norman Penix (Renea);
daughters Bessie Baker,
S t e p h a n i e Wy n n a n d
Angie Hillary (Eric), plus
22 grandchildren, brother
Carey Donaldson, II,
sister Barbara Henderson
(Julian) and a host of
other relatives and
friends.

November 2, 1919 - August 21, 2009

YOU ARE TRULY MISSED
BY YOUR FAMILY
AND FRIENDS.
YOU WERE THAT
SHINING LIGHT
THAT SAID,
“IT’S NEVER TOO LATE
TO LEARN, TO LIVE,
AND TO
COME TO THE LORD.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

Matters of the Heart Radio and Connecting Point Ministry

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Sixth Anniversary and Musical Extravaganza

of God’s most gifted, anointed vessels in singing, instrumentals, Christian rap, mime,
spoken word, poetry, Christian comedy, step danc, Christian artisan throughout
the Tampa Bay area will be hosted by Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright on

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Sunday, August 22nd at 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Glad Tidings Assembly of God, 4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Pastor Randy & First Lady Karen Helms
FREE MINISTRY EVENT - Door Prizes & Refreshments
If you would like to participate, call 727-488-8818 or email . . .

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules

EVERY 4th SUNDAY COME AND
RECEIVE A FREE BAG OF FOOD

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend
an invitation to the community
to join us as we communicate
Gods’ Word Sunday during our
Sunday School at 9 a.m. and 10
a.m. worship service. Also,
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising Wednesday
evening,
at
7.
Bethel
M e t ropolitan M issiona ry
Baptist Church is committed to
a Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with
priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both indi-

vidually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these priorities results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
Our Women’s Ministry
under the leadership of Althea
Hudson is finalizing plans for
their annual Women’s Seminar,
Saturday, Aug. 21, 9-1 p.m.
This year’s theme: “My Desire
to Become a Phenomenal
Woman to Serve Christ”
entices you to join their
Christian
Sisterhood
and
discover the transformation of
the heart to serve Christ. The
Keynote Speaker is Elonda

Floyd of Columbus, GA. Local
presenters are Mary Conage
and Rosalind Jordan. For registration information call the
church office (727-327-0554).
Upcoming Events
Aug. 21 - Women’s
Ministry Seminar, 9 a.m. - 1
p.m.
Sept.
4
Church
Anniversary Prayer Breakfast,
8:30 a.m.
Sept. 25 - Men In Praise
4 p.m.
Sept. 26 - Anniversary
Proper, 10:15 a.m.
“Working as God’s Chosen
in 2010.”
John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I
Peter 2:9.
Email:bchurch5@tampaba
y.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
“Laying Aside Hindrances:
Running with Freedom:” Our
Women’s Ministry invites all
women to join us in this biblically-based session using the
study guide, “Becoming a
of
Freedom.”
Woman
Date/Time: Tuesday, Aug. 24,
6:30 - 8 p.m. Location: Our
Youth Chapel’s Fellowship
Hall, 921 20th Street South.
Need a mid-day “pick-me-

up”? Join us for Bible Study
Wednesdays, Noon to 12:30
p.m., in our main sanctuary.
Real Teens, Real Issues,
Real Solutions: Every second
and fourth Sunday our One-80
Teen Ministry offers a worship
service in our Youth Chapel,
tailored to reach teens and the
issues they face daily. And,
each Wednesday evening, One80 conducts a bible study that
enlightens teens in accordance
to God’s Word. All teens are
welcome!
Be sure to tune in to

WRXB, Praise 1590AM, 7:30
a.m. Saturday mornings to hear
Pastor Murphy share a Word
from the Lord.
Casual dress continues
through the end of August.
Join us in worship in your best
casual attire!
ATTENTION: Our church
offices will be closed Thursday
and Friday, August 19-20.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

Call for a quote: 727-896-2922

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Dynamic Speakers Gather
for Empowerment Weekend
Aug. 27-29 at Bethel AME, 912
3rd
Avenue
North,
St.
Petersburg, Florida.
The Mary Ann Jones
Womens Missionary Society
cordially invites you to join
Bethel AME for a weekend
focused
on
"A
Faith
Unwavering."
An inspiring team of
speakers will gather at Bethel
A.M.E. Church for the 7th
Annual
Empowerment
Weekend, August 27-29.
The headliners for the con-

ference include the Rev.
Keturah Pittman, "Pastor K', of
St. Mark A.M.E. Church, St.
Petersburg;
The Rev. Ella Edwards of
Ivey Chapel A.M.E. Church,
Nocatee, FL; the Rev. Ronald E.
Williams, Sr. Bethel A.M.E.
Church, St. Petersburg; Retired
Lieutenant Colonel Jack Packer,
Published Author, Oldsmar, FL;
William E. Packer, Jr. Movie
Producer, Atlanta, Ga. Produced
movies including, The Gospel,
Stomp the Yard, and This
Christmas.
The weekend begins with a

Praise Concert, Friday evening
at 7. Seminars for men, women,
and youth are Saturday morning
with a continential breakfast
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and
sessions begin at 9 a.m. The
Torch Awards Banquet to be
held Saturday evening at 6. in
the fellowship hall will honor
community
members
for
service.
Sunday Morning Worship is
at 11. For more information
call 727-866-2177. An
inspiring, spiritual. empowering
weekend will be life changing at
historic Bethel AME.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, pastor, The
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
Deacons, Trustees, and the
entire congregation, extends to
the community wishes that there
be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son, Jesus Christ.
August Calendar of Events
Aug. 20 - Church outingGreater Grand Central, 3901
19th Ave So
Aug. 21 - Women’s Bible

Study-Faith in Training (F.I.T.)
Next Lesson on Procrastination
Aug. 22 - Church Family
invited to Olive Garden after
Worship for fellowship
Aug. 25-26 Congress No. 2
hosted by St. Mark
Aug. 28 - Men’s Clean up
day
Aug.29 - Church outingNew Jerusalem, Lakeland, FL
(Dinner served at 3:00 p.m.)
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and
learn “What Baptist Believe”.

Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed
to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of
interest each Monday night.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00.
St. Mark after School
Tutoring Ministry: Closed for
the Summer.
DESTINATION GRADUATION Closed for the Summer.

Church News due by
4:00 p.m. on Monday
of each week
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