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Byron GI act er C a w  es Search for Llmstom Caves 

The g l a c i e r  caves are  opan l I n  the 
past  f ou r  weeks, same of  us have been t o  
t h e  Byron Val 1 ey and I nto  the caves under 
t h e  s n w f  S el ds and a1 so t h e  Byron GI a c l  er 
i t s e l f .  So f a r  t h l s  season I have been 
down f i v e  d i f f  w e n t  times, and have been 
i n to  the caves on f o u r  of  the f f ve  t r i  ps. 
I p lan t o  r e t u r n  a t  l e a s t  once a weekend 
u n t f l  the  snw starts t o  f 1 y 

Lo t s  of  d i f f e r e n t  caves are open 1 
In t h e  f i r s t  snowf fel d, t h e r e  i s  a t  1 east  
one 1 arge  s y s t m  and two or  th ree  other 
maller systans, The l a r g e  systemlooks 
v e r j  much l - i k e  It d i d  - b o  years ago (see 
The A1 askan ravsr 10( 11, February 1990). 
The second snowf I e l  d l s very unsta b l  e, 
except f o r  a h un dred-f oot-1 ong tunnel 
w i t h  a very symrnetrlcal arched c e i l i n g .  

On the way t o  the Byron Gl acier,  
t h e r e  I s  a l a r g e  rock p i1  e whf ch spans 
the v a l l e y .  Underneath the rocks i s  
snow which has been packed i n t o  ice, 
and which contains a number o f  caves. 
A t  the Byron Glacfer, the sf de passage 
mapped by Boy Scout Troop 209 1 a s t  year 
(see our 1 as t  Issue, The A1 aska.n Cavsr 
11(3)# Septmber 19911 was aga in  open. 

T h i s  year 's  g lac ler  caving season 
p r w e s  t o  be another good one, so don't  
miss  out  on a l l  t h e  adventure1 Ca l l  
Cttrvin h t z 1  er a t  272-8766 t o  express 
I n t e r e s t  and j o i n  i n  on some t r i p s .  

Glacf er caves a re  no t  t h e  on l y  type 
o f  caves which can be explored d u r i n g  
t h e  w in te r  season n A1 aska. Two other 
t r i  ps are being pl annedr both of  w h lch  
f nvol ve cav l ng i n 1 i mestone? no t  1 ce. 

The f i r s t  proposal i s  t o  s k i  or  
four-wheel i n  t o  t h e  eas t  f o r k  of the  
Kings R i ve r  and search f o r  the  thousand- 
f o o t  c l  f f f o f  1 I mestone w h 1 ch i s rumored 
t o  possess caves. This t r i p  cou ld  be 
p l  anned f o r  any time, such as perhaps 
I n  November* and would be a day t r i p ,  
a1 though a ra ther  1 eng one. 

The second proposal i s  t o  fly and 
sk i  I n  t o  t h e  Ch i t i s tone  Mountains o f  
t h e  Wrangells dur ing  spr ing break. T h i s  
woul d of course be a longer  t r i p ,  such 
as a t  1 eas t  a week i n  duratf on, Kevin 
All red was i n  1 a s t  w i n t e r  and had some 
excf t f  ng r e p o r t s  o f  a 1 arge cave there. 
S p r f  ng break w I l l  be frun March 6 u n t i l  
March 15 of 1992. 

Anyone I nteres ted f n any o f  these 
trl ps shoul d contact  Curv  I n  kts  1 er at 
272-8766 as soon as  possl b1 e. These two 
t r ips  and any o t h e r  suggestions w i l l  be 
discussed a t  the next meeti ng o f  the 
G l ac i  e r  Grotto. The next meeti ng j n t h e  
southcentral  area w 11 1 be he1 d on Wednes- 
day, Nwmber 13, 1991, a t  7:30pm, a t  
t h e  o f f i c e  of S t w a r t  T i t l e ,  S u i t e  110, 
3201 ltCfm Street--see note on 1 as t  page. 

Hadahlnl Glacier Caves 
by Carl ene A1 I red 

The gl acf er sel ected f o r  o u r  cave 
-I nvestd gat1  on t h l  s past sp r l  ng was t h e  
Nadahi h i  Gl a c i  e r  i n B r l  t E  sh Col umbf a, 
On A p r i l  2Q, 1991, Jeannie Henry and I 
headed up the  Haines Hlghway and skdad 
the several miles up Nadahl ni Creek ( a l l  
abwe t r e e l l n e l  to t h e  l arge  peak-rdmned 
c i r q u e  a t  i t s  head, It was a br igh t ,  
sunny day, and the deep snow had been 
scu lp ted by wlnd t o  form g r a c e f u l l y  
wfndlng d r i f t s  and cernlces t h a t  were 
1 nte res t l  ng t o  s k i  i n  and around. There 
were several g l a c i e r  tennlna ls  i n  the  

area, and t h e  one we went t o  was t h e  
l w e s t ,  where there had repor ted ly  once 
been a fabulous g l a c i e r  cave. A number 
of years ago Kevin and I had v i s i t e d  
t h i s  place and found t h e  cave i n  a state 
of  col  1 apse. The g l  ac i  er has r e t r e a t e d  
qu l  te a b? t since then, sa Jeannie and 
I searched f o r  new systems, A f t e r  care- 
f u l l  y probing t h e  g l  ac ie r ' s  snout, we 
found noth fng  open; b u t  t h e  sol I t u d e ~  
scenery, and s k l i n g  were unsurpassable. 
It was a t y p i c a l  "01 d-sty letv  A1 askan 
caving t r i p .  t~ 
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1989 Glacfer G r v l t t o  Flnanctal Report 
For the Year End1 ng December 31, 1989 

by W. H a n e y  Bwers, Treasurer 

Incme and Expense Statment 

Incune 
Dues 420.50 
A1 askan Gaver 12,OO 
Patches 120 .OO 
Mlscell aneous 28 -50 
PWIE 111 400.00 

Total incane Lwd.QQ 
Expenses 

Alaskan Caver 55 8.92 
Batches 69.60 
Suppl i e s  9.53 
Bank charges 14.75 
PWIE 111 LIQLQQ 

Total expenses 11052.80 

Net incme (loss) CZ1,EIQ_) 

Bal an# Sheet (12-31-89) 

Assets 
Cash 424 -31 
FW I E  cash 140 .CEO 
Pa tches-76 L2uLQ 

Total assets 784.71 

Llabf f  i t i  es 
Allredloan 1 4 0 a  

Total 1 1 a b i  1 i ti es 140.00 

Net n o r t h  
Bal ance 123 188 7 16.5 1 
Less 1989 loss  (71.801 

Total net w orth A4LIAll 

1990 GI a d  er G r o t t o  F j  mnci a1 R e p r t  
For the Year Ending December 31, 1990 

by W. Harvey Bowers* Treasurer 

Incane  and Expense Statanent B a l  an- Sheet 112-31-90) 

Incane Assets 
Dues 529.00 Cash 464 -42 
Alaskan Caver 147 .SO POW IE cash 363.40 
Patches 65 .OO Batch es-6 1 176.90 
PtWIE I V  ix!Lm R% 4o0.07 

Tota l  f ncune 949.20 Total assets L404,79 

Expenses 
A1 askan Caver 
Patches 
NSS 
Suppl i e s  
Bank charges 
PChr IE IV E rope) 

Tota l  expenses 

L l a b f l  it-ies 
655.52 Rockwell loan 935.84 

43 -50 Al lred loan  ?Om 
25 .OO 
10.22 Total 1 lab11 i t i e s  955.84 
10.65 

4o0.07 Net worth 
Balance  1P189 644.71 

L144.96 Less 1990 loss 3 9 5  -761 

Net incane ( loss)  (195.76) Total net worth 448.95 
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L q  of POWIE IT Events 11990) 
Cornpill ed by Kevin A1 1 r e d  

7/15 Kev In A1 1 red, Carl ene A1 1 red, Steve 
L ~ i s r  Susan DeLisa a r r f v e  a t  E l  
Capitan Work Camp Illam). Steve' 
Susan, Kevin en te r  El Capitan Cave 
t o  t h e  Upper Rockwell R ive r  and 
survey (255.1 feet1 t o  choke; area 
needs more work, (30 man-hours) 

7/16 Meeting and o r i e n t a t i o n  w i t h  Bruce 
Campbell. 124 man-hours) 

7/17 Carl  ene, Susan, Steve survey and 
expl ore entrance por t1  ons o f  $1 a t e  
Cave; Kev 1 n takes Carl eneq s p7 ace, 
pushes past  f i r s t  Wo main drops. 
Three more separate p i t  canpl exes 
remain. The cave (812.1 feet o f  
passage so f a r )  I s  clean golng and 
1 ooks rnaj or.  I36 man-hours) 

7/18 Susan* Kevin, Steve along w i t h  J i m  
Bra inard  and Cole Mull i s  do cave 
reconnaf ssance nor th  o f  Whal e Pass. 
They check o u t  a u n i t  and par t  of 
another b u t  f i n d  only plugged s inks  
w 7 t h  no potent1 a1 . The 1 imastone 
appears t o  be a t h i n  broken 1 ay er. 
136 man-hours) 

7/19 Bruce and Kevin check two resur- 
gences whl ch .empty 1 n t o  TwI n I s1  and 
Lake. One emerges frcm the creek 
bed gravel and the o ther  fra a gr im 
crack; both j us t  above l a k e  1 evel. 
Both have steep s l o t t e d  r a v i n e s  
above; t h e  easternmost shms sfgns 
a f  m a o r  fl ooding--enough t o  wash 
o u t  t h e  road. Kevln follcws t he  
1 arger, easter m o s t  resurgence up 
about 500 feet; it continues n l t h  
1 lmestone bedrock. OR the way t o  
the resurgences from Whale Pass 
road* there 1 s a plugged s inkhole 
on t h e  u p h i l l  s i  de of t h e  road. 

Kml n and Bruce contlnue on t o  the 
loggfng u n i t  as p l a n n e d ?  checking 
.bwo l eads from Stan McCoy, One Is 
a large slnkhole conta ln lng  a cava 
about 200 o r  more f e e t  l ong  w i t h  
formations and moomnil k. There 1s 

a bacon r i n d  whfch i s  t h ree  fnches 
wide and s i x  o r  seven f e e t  long. 
The o ther  l e a d  i s  a twenty-foot- 
deep s inkho le  requiring rope. A 
t h i r d  s inkhole  drops twenty f e e t  
and requ i res  a rope or handline. 
Susan and Steve survey and exp lore  
i n  t h e  Upper Rocknell River  i n El 
Cap1 t a n  Cave (another 122.1 fee t ) .  
(30 man-hours) 

7/20 Steve* Susan? Kevin 1 eave f o r  Sl  a t e  
Cave 17:30am) and survey a l l  known 
1 m e r  areas. Two high 1 eads rmai n 
and more photographs a re  desi red. 
(45 man-hours) 

A f t e r  two hours o f  preparat ion* 
a l l  l eave work camp (8:30am). The 
A l l r e d  fam i l y  drops o f f  Stwe and 
Susan near Blanket  Cave and heads 
t o  t h e  Exchange Cove entrances y e t  
unnamed. Carlene maps t h e  l a r g e r  
cave  (276.6 f e e t )  a n d  Kevin t h e  
s m a l l e r  one (61-4 feetl. Kevin 
enters p a r b a y  i n t o  t h e  p i t  he and 
Bruce had found and f i n d  l o t s  o f  
passage, mud, fo rmat i  ons, and a deer 
skeleton. They set sumey s t a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  entrance area and l eave  It 
rigged. Susan and Steve map B l  anket 
Cave (172.6 f e e t ) ;  i t sumps and I s  
very m i  serabl e. Every one r e t u r n s  
t o  camp (7prn). (32 man-hours) 

7 /22  A1 1 1 eave camp (7am) ; Carl ene, Susan 
drop Steve, KevIn o f f  a t  Exchange 
Cove? near t h e  cave w i t h  the deer 
ske le ton .  Kevin names the cave 
Captaln Soup Cave* a f t e r  Campbell's 
CB r a d i o  handle. They map (1152.7 
f ee t ) ;  t h e  cave f s very muddy and 
the name f i t s - -d t  4s t r u l y  soupy, 
It has swne spectacul a r  format i  ons: 
beau t l f  u l  he1 i c t l  tes, a b ~ f  oot- 
1 ong soda s t raw w i t h  he1 i c t i  tes, 
some near1 y t ransparent  draper1 e s ~  
and bl ack organ1 c-1 ookl ng rimstone. 
It i s  sa id  t o  be t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  
cave yet known i n  A1 aska, Susan 
leaves. 134 man-hours) 
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7/23 Steve 1 eaves (7m) ; A1 1 reds prepare 
f o r  a t r i p  t o  the Calder Bay area 
ta hun t  for  caves. They a r r i v e  a t  
Mar b l  e Creek (Cal der S p i  ke Camp 1 ; 
Carlene f l a g s  r o u t e  In to  c u t t i n g  
u n j t  t o  be c u t  1 n 1990 and r e p o r t s  
bl eak cave out1 ook, Kwi n w a1 ks 
C i n  evening) to Marble Cave t o  get 
a fee l  o f  the "karstabil i t y M  of the 
marble. Beau t j f u l  scallopedmarble 
surrounds t h e  creek; old q u a r r i e s  
w l t h  machinery are  found  near salt- 
water. (8 man-hours) 

7/24 Kevln I eaves (7mI to check out a 
u n i t  of poor t imber on mostly now 
carbonate i gneocls d l  o r i  te. On the 
way t o  another u n d t  a mile westt he 
passes a muskeg meadw w i t h  t rees  
cut  t o  a1 1 w hel i copter l andlngs 
a t  about 1000 feet  I n  elevation. 
He cannot 'locate the propsed r w d  
route beween the unlts, He does 
no t i ce  t h a t  where malrbl e i s  present 
drafnages fom s lo t s  rather than 
val leys,  Sinks a r e  very f w  and 
t i n y ;  mest I f  n o t  a l l  of the u n i t  
I s i n  carbonate; t imber  i s  o f  good 
q u a l i t y ,  Kevin heads w e r  t o  t h e  
creek marked tflresurgencesn on the 
F o r e s t  Serv ice  map, Instead o f  
resurgences, he f i n d s  t h a t  water 
f run nonca rbonates sf nks there when 
it h i t s  the marble. The streambed 
i s  dry bu t  shows s i g n s  o f  heavy 
seasonal Row. Kev in  c o n t i n u e s  
downstream about 75 feet, until he 
spots k o  v s r t f  ca? entrances t o  a 
cave j u s t  upstream of a large pool 
of stagnant water. 

The entrances j o l  n I n t o  a canyon 
droppf ng f i f t e e n  feet; another drop 
o f  bersn~ f e e t  requ i res  a rope or 
han dl  i ne. The rock 1 s mar b l  s, sane 
of which f s a beautdf u l  white w i t h  
noncar bonate nodul es--very I n t e r  
est fng;  there are sme h i g h  l eads ,  
The cave appears to have k e n  pro- 
t e c t e d  f ran f 117 materl a1 s Inoncar  
bona te rocks 1 by the conf i g u r a t l  on 
of the creekbed I n  allawing debrls  
ta fa1 1 past  the entrances. K w i n  
follows the (dry) creekbed darn an 

est imated 300 feet  e l  e v a t i  on t o  a 
resurgence equal  i n g  t h e  wallet 
vo3 ume. He con t i  nues downstream 
t o  the logging road and bridge, 
then checks another uni  t of most1 y 
muskeg and a l l  noncarbonate, then 
f In1 shes (6pm). ( 11 maw hours) 

Kevin solo surveys (7pm until mtd- 
n i g h t )  Marble Cave (746,5 feet)~ 
which ends i n  f I l l  dn one passage 
and a sunp I n  another. He a lso  
f fnds  another cave entrance a t  a 
potent i  a1 Marble Cave resvrgen ce 
1 ocat i  on. Bruce b r  1 ngs suppl I es. 
t 17 ma+ hours 

7/26 Bruce brings more water and food; 
he drops Kevin o f f  t o  do another 
un i t .  Kevfn f i n d s  smal l  l e n t i c u l a r  
and 1 i m f  t e d  marb l  e and kars t  devel- 
opment. Ha cleans out a roadside 
sprf ng coming f run the marbl e; most 
of the u n l t  I s  noncarbonate. Kevin 
f I n d s  a mlnlng claim marker fran 
1985, h I  kes back t o  camp. Carl ena 
maps t h e  cave a t  resurgence whdch 
smps a f t e r  f o r t y  feet; 1 t w n t a i n s  
a t  1 east one k a r s t  window, 

sketch of Marble Cave creekbed 

Carlene found t h e  resurgence a t  t he  
cave, named Cal der Cave, dl  f f ere& 
than t h a t  a t  the creekbed. It runs 
out of the cave system and down i t s  
own stream course. It i s not  known 
which one comes f rm Marble Cave. 
( 9  marrhours) 

7/27 A1 1 reds are  p i  ckad up by Bruce; 
t h e y  reorganize. Kevin goes to map 
Skunk Cabbage Cave (115.2 fee t ) ,  
and r e t u r n s  C6pml. Dav id  Kl inger 
arr ives.  ( 9  rnarrhoursl 
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7/28 Allreds, Prossers (caretakers of El 
Capitan Work Camp), and Morgan 
Hamilton (age 9) go on a fami ly  
outing t o  Dirnpl e Cave. Kevin and 
Carlene take t u r n s  surveying the 
upper sect ion (549.8 f ee t )  e i t h e r  
solo o r  with same he lp  f rm t h e  
ch i1  dren. ( 6  rnarrhoursl 

7/29 Jay Rockmell a r r i ves ;  no caving-- 
b u t  t ime  t o  do repor t s  ( l o g )  and 
reorganize w i t h  Jay Rockwell. 

7/30 David K l  lnget- checks p a r t  o f  a u n i t  
f o r  s inkholes by d r i v i n g  t o  t h e  
nor th  end of it and l o o k i n g  fo r  
fl agged road. He f o l l  lms the nor th  
boundary except  f o r  a detour around 
a bear cub i n a tree. He f l nds one 
m a t  1 twenty-foot cave, Nmo P i t ,  
and conducts a survey (42.5 fee t ) ,  
then re tu rns  t o  t h e  road (south end 
of  the  unit) af te r  seven hours. 

Kwf n begfns survey o f  the lower 
p o r t f  on of Dfmpl e Cave. He f f nds 
an unknwn p a r t  o f  t he  cave and 
surveys it (802.1 feet ) ,  w i t h  a 
-twelve-hour map t r i p .  The new 
cave sec t i on  I s  heading towards  
the b l i n d  v a l l e y  cave e n t r a n c e  
nearby. Kev in  f i n d s  a helve-foot 
l o g  i n  Dlmple Cave, and several 
streamlets a r e  f l w - l n g  i n t o  a new 
area, Cobbles are often of non- 
carbonate; rock i s  d ry  along course 
o f  a i r  current, (23 man-hours) 

7/31 Dave looks for leads < n  a unStt 
then j o l n s  K w f n  who i s  so lo  s u p  
veying i n  Dlrnple Cave. They f l n d  
more passage (451.2 f ee t )  and a r e  
abl e t o  connect t o  the nearby $1 i nd 
v a l l e y  entrance, b u t  leave several 
unexplored leads. They note l a r g e  
amounts of organfcs and some mall 
black bee t les '  a s  w e l l  as  foam 
deposl ts  fran per iods  o f  h i g h e r  
water, i n  sane areas o f  the cave. 
I23 mart-hours1 

0J1 Kevln and C a t  Woods (o f  t h e  Forest 
Servfce) survey t h e  remainder o f  
Dlmple Cave (912.0 fee t ) ,  making 
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it t h e  second longest  I n  A1 aska. 
Dav 1 d 1 oca tes  a second s inkhol  e 
lead; he hlkes  t o  t h e  west boundary 
o f  a u n i t ,  proceeds nor th  a1 ong 
t h e  boundary past t h e  m a l l  cave 
checked t w o  days ago, and f i n d s  t h e  
sf nk w 4th t h e  cave. He surveys the 
cave (106.1 fee t ) ,  l eav ing  more 
cave be1 ow t o  explore* and r e t u r n s  
to h i s  v e h l c l e  making no other 
discoveries on t h e  t r i p .  Carl ene 
and Jay d r i v e  t o  Lab Bay and check 
cave 1 eads there. (35 man-hours) 

8/2 Kevin looks a t  t h e  remainder of a 
un4 t, w h l ch conta i  ns many areas o f  
grikes, ma11 sealed sfnks,  and a 
few l a r g e r  sealed sinks. Below 
another un i t ,  he l oca tes  and maps 
a t i n y  cave I18 fee t )  c a l l e d  Maiden 
H a i r  Cave, located I n  a c learcut ,  
It f s  a resurgence cave and ends 
1 n a ti ny waterspout, and at so a 
1 ow, broad sunp which he d4 gs in to ,  
The entrance has a m a l l  bedrock 
1 edge above f t w h j c h  i s  v i s i b l e  
f rom t h e  road. David does more 
search i ng; he f I nds a resurgence 
t h i r t y  yards f r a n  t h e  road on a 
dry creek bed. It i s  a j mble  of  
rocks, roots, and dirt, w l t h  no 
v i s l b l e  passages. (20 man-hours) 

8/3 K e v l n  maps s o l o  i n  E l  C a p i t a n  
Cave. I n  the  'Windy Way" passage, 
rocks and ledges have popcorn on 
t h e i r  leeward sides. Kevfn f i n d s  
a pool which makes a difficult and 
awkward 5-8 move across the w a l l  
above t o  wa lk ing  passage containing 
b e a r  bones. One complete, b u t  
scattered skel eton appears t o  be 
youngest, bu t  I s  ye1 1 ow frm age, 
Others f u r t h e r  along are most ly  
b u r i e d  and appear much 01 der and 
sometimes broken up, The sku1 l of  
t h e  complete s k e l e t o n  may be a 
black bear, but would be a very 
1 arge one, One separate, s i n g l e  
canine tooth, p a r t i a l l y  busied l m  
the f l o o r  s i l t  nearby, i s  approxl- 
mate1 y f l v e  I nches 1 ong, inc l  udS ng 
-the root. Fur ther  on, the passage 
I s b l  ocked w i t h  breakdown and 
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rocks. Kevin digs out a passage 
onward (up a t  an angle) and f i n d s  
a few bone f r a g n e n t s  f n f i l l  and 
rocks there, He enters a mall 
roan; the  way onward i s  blocked by 
more rocks and bout ders. He can 
see l i g h t  above and t he  i n c m l n g  
wind i s  warm. He does n o t  d l s t u r b  
the bear bones other than those 1 n 
the dl gt  and r e c m e n d s  I eaving the 
s l t e  as  1s u n t i l  saeone  qualified 
and a b l e  t o  study t h m  came5 along. 

He f 3 n i  shes rnappi ng the who1 e area 
3345.6 feet )  and ends up spending 
el wen hours on the t r i p ,  havlng 
numerous p r o b l m s  w l t h  mud and h l s  
car b 1 de I amp. I n  "+I i bernacul ml' 
passage he f i n d s  moomi l  k breakdwn 
and other thick deposdts st111 on 
the wal l  s and c e j l  ing. He wonders 
i f  heavier  depost t s  o f  moonmil k a re  
associ ated w i th access t o  out  si de 
bac te r i  a. He guesses t h a t  numerous 
other bones must be bur led  under 
f i l l  i n  the ftfllbernaculum*t, b u t  
t h a t  they  mu1 d have been chened on 
by l a t e r  occupants. (11 marrhouss) 

Kwevf n notes amazing tncreases i n  
water running 1 n t o  vart ous areas 
of E l  Capl tan Cave f o l l o w i n g  ralns  
k g t n n i n g  i n  earnest today. There 
a re  w a t e r f a l l s  i n  po ln ts  along the 
maln passage whfch a r e  n o r m a l l y  
dry. A t  l O p m  t he  resurgence f lw  
has increased from 5-5/8 below the  
mean t o  nay beyond the graduations 
on t h e  s t i ck .  Another guage made 
of a branch has been washed away, 
J ay estimates t h a t  the fl m f s 50 
to 75 cubic feet  per second, The 
water I s sanewhat s f1  ty i n  cot or. 

8/4 R a i n f a l l  becomes sporat ic  dur ing 
the nSght, I n  t h e  morn ing  t h e  
water  1 eve1 'has dropped 25 percent 
o r  sa and the color I s  n w  brcmn 
w i t h  tannf n, The pressure wave 
must have cane w i t h  o n l y  a f e w  
hours o f  delay, whlch 4s fo l lowed 
by t a n n d n  frm swamps and ddrectly 
frm t ree  branches. Kevin works 
an the l e g  and organdzes u n i t s  t o  

be covered by cave teams, Part of  
C a p t a i n  Soup Cave i s  p l o t t e d  out. 

David h i kes  another l ogg ing  u n i t ;  
he walks t o  It IP-1/2 hoursl  fran 
t h e  road ( a t  840 f e e t ) .  There 1 s 
no s i  gn o f  boundasles nor roads 
berl ng marked, The 1 ast  quarter 
m f l e  o f  t h e  road has twe lve  t o  
f i f t e e n  trees down across  it, s i x  
a t  one 1 ocation. H is  recommends 
that no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  be taken on 
the u n i t ,  which i s  located nor th  
o f  E l  C a p i t a n  Laker  t h i s  year. 
Bob Bastasz  and Kathy Tonnessen 
ar r ive .  (9 mawhours) 

8 / 5  A l l  reds  go t o  Lab Bay and Ear l  
Rjtter gf ves them t h e  1 oca t i  on of 
a cave on Mount Cal der, K e v i n  solo 
su rveys  Four Corners Cave (65.5 
f e e t ) ,  David and Bob walk up El 
Capt t a n  Creek drainage t o  check 
o u t  what appears t o  be a c o l l  apsed 
do1 ine on t h e  a e r i a l  photographs. 
They are stopped by bad roads and 
brush. 114 marshours) 

8/6 A safety meet1 ng and p7 anni ng taka 
p lace  i n  t h e  morn1 ng. Carlene, 
Davqd, Bob go Tnto Captain Soup 
Cave f o r  photography (8 hours); 
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  h e l i c t l t e s  and 
bacon rf nds s t i l  l needed. Jay and 
Kathy check the El  Capitan Creak 
area and f i n d  8eaver Cave and a 
k a r s t  u indow. 139 m a ~ h o u r s )  

8/7 Kevin attempts  t o  map E l  Capitan 
Cave b u t  f i n d s  It f looded a t  B a l l  
Bear1 ng Passage (1-112 hours).  He 
spands some t ime work1 ng on repor ts  
and d r a f t 1  ng maps (Captaln Soup 
Cave), ( 2  rnarrhours) 

8 / 8  David he lps  w i t h  the "Rain Countrytf 
f f lm lngr  tending o f  kids, carrylng 
items; he I s  accompanied by Jay, 
Bob, Kathy. Carl ene and Kevln  he1 p 
photographers S k l g  Gray and Randy 
Burton a l l  day w l t h  the f 41 mlng, 
Steve Hopkl ns (ca re take r )  he3 ps 
p a r t  o f  the  day* and Bruce spends 
a1 1 day. (30 man-hours) 
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8/9 Bob, Kathy, D a v i d  do a reconnai s- 
sance t r i p  by kayak of Dry Pass and 
beyond. J ay tends kf d r  w hi1 s Steve 
(Hopkins), Kevin, Bruce, Carlenet 
Skip, Randy contdnue f i l m i n g  i n  El 
Cap i tan  Cave. (38 man-hours) 

8/10 Kevin, Carlenet Jay help w i t h  t h e  
fd lmlng o f  S la te  Cave. Jay  and 
Kwi n map over1 and be-been Sl a t e  
and Skunk Cabbage e n t r a n c e s  and 
a1 so beween SJ a t e  a n  d Cl 01 ster 
entrances. Car l  ene and K w i  n map 
Cl ~ i s t e r  Cave ( t o t a l  su rvey  f o r  
t he  day I s  634.2 feet) .  Dav id  and 
Bob park a t  the  south end  o f  a 
unl t and h i  ke west t o  the boundary, 
f lagg ing as they go. They f i n d  
Nmo P i t  and fo l low boundary t o  
01 d One-Eye, They tl e a 200-f oot  
1 i ne t o  a boul der i n  t h e  main r o m  
and drop the p l t  and survey. The 
p i t  i s  27 f e e t  p lus  a ten-foot davn 
cl fmb; f t  sumps, bu t  there  I s  a 
lead go1 ng up a dry crack, There 
i s  no moving a i r ,  and t h e  cave i s  
wet f rm the r a i n .  D a v i d  and Bob 
map t h e  remainder o f  Old O n e E y e  
Cave (49.5 f e e t )  and e x i t  t he  cave 
(6:45prn). They leave  the area and 
reach the veh ic le  (8:15pmI i n  much 
better tlme than It took going i n  
(1 hour 5 mlnutes versus 3 hours 
30 minutes).  (82 man-hours) 

8/11 Jay, Car l  ene, and k i d s  go w i t h  
Davl d Mate1 skl  and Net ty  Phslan t o  
see a shaf t  on F l i c k e r  Ridge, They 
map B i l l  ' s Well 163 feet),  found by 
B i l l  Musser, K w i n  i s  shown H i d e  
away Cave by Mf ke West; Kev i n maps 
It (87.6 feet ) .  He then gms t o  
Captaf rt Soup Cave and  f f  n i s h e s  
photograph1 ng I t, David,  Kathy, 
Bob do a reconnaissance o f  P a l n t  
Baker by kayak, (25 man-hours1 

8/12 Th e A1 1 reds 1 ook f o r  K i m  Rehond*  5 

*F Spurn cave l e a d  as we l l  a s  Bruce 
Roger's Staney Creek cave l e a d ;  no 
success. Dave and Bob l o o k  f o r  
Wol f Cave on Koscl usko I s 1  and. 
They kayak to the f i r s t  creek on 
t he  1 e f t  a f t e r  passing through the 

narrows, h i k e  through f o res t  and 
up and down f o r  htwo hourst but  f i n d  
no cave. They f 1 nd one e i  ght- foot  
p f t  on topt but  It t s  clogged. It 
i s  "hot as a13 g e t  o u t t t ,  but a t  
l e a s t  i t i s  dry. (34  man-hours) 

8/ 13 Kev i n checks o u t  a nother 1 oggl ng 
u n f  t r  b u t  f i n d s  no caves and poor 
1 1 mestone. He a1 so checks a resur- 
gence south o f  Sfnkhol e Lake, near 
t h e  main road. He digs some and 
does not ge t  fa r ,  but  i t  Is b l w i n g .  
Dav id  v i s i t s  El Capitan Cave; he 
enters  and gets t o  H a t f  l e l  d t s  P i t ,  
where t h e r e  I s  no a i r  blowing. 'He 
checks t h e  blocked " B a l l  Bearing 
Passageqt, and can fee l  a i r  blcmlng 
st rongly.  The pool nhich blocks 
t h e  cl Imb  bypass passage i s  down 
1-1/2 f ee t  and passable f n  a wet 
sult .  David took some p i c t u r e s  and 
r e t u r n e d .  Bob and Kathy leave. 
( 6  man-hours) 

8/14 Kevin checks E l  Cap i t an  Cave and 
p u l l s  rope and one radon detector.  
The back p a r t  o f  t h e  cave i s  s t i l l  
smped o f f .  Louis Bartosr Forest 
Service hy dro l  ogist, a r r i v e s  a1 ong 
w i t h  J im  Bafchta l ,  Forest  Service 
g e o l o g i s t .  L o u i s  g i v e s  a very 
i n f o r m a t i v e  1 ecture on hy dro l  ogy 
on Pr ince of Wales Is land,  L y l e  
and Dalene Perr igo  a r r l v e  t o  do a 
newspaper story on El  Cap1 t a n  Cave. 
121-1/2 mawhours) 

8/15 The Per r i gos  and Kevin enter  El 
C a p i t a n  Cave t o  photograph. David 
leaves. The P e r r l  gos then go w l t h  
Car l  ene to photograph Sl  ate  Cave. 

8/ 16 Those rmal n i  ng f i n l  sh cZ eani ng up 
the camp# pack, and 1 eave, n 

ALPINE CAVES: 
A1 pf ne Karst Systsas and 

The1 F Em i mmental Context 
Internat! anal  Congress w i l  I be he1 d i R 

As i  ago, I t a l  y on J une 12 t h  r u  14, 1992 
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Slate Cave 
Cl 01 stet Cave 

Skunk Cabbage Cave 
P r i  nce of Wal es I s1  and 

Tech n i  cal Pre? l m i  nary Report #33 
by Kevin A l l r e d  
October 8, 1990 

Since these th ree caves are  al l  i n  
one area and probably connected hy dr-  
1 ogi  call  y, they are together  1 n t h f  s 
s i  ngl e report.  

S l a t e  Cave 

Slate Cave was first d i scwered  on 
May 11, 1990, d u r i n g  p a r t  of t h e  U.S. 
Forest Service b i o l o g i  cal cave suwey by 
J f m Anderson and Kwi n A1 1 r e d .  A stream, 
t h e n  fl o w l  ng a t  about f o r t y  gallons per 
minute, flavs across slate bedrock and 
d l  sappears dm n an  impressive Wenty- 
fao t -d l  meter s h a f t  a t  the edge of the  
Heceta 1 lmestone. 

The cave was f i r s t  entered on J u l y  
179 199QS by Steve Lewis, Carlene A l l  red, 
and Susan DeLisa, The f i r s t  38 f e e t  o f  
the drop i s  d w n  the nearly v e r t i c a l  s l  d e  
of  a sinkhole; next  i s  a 67-foot-deep 
shaft .  A t  the  bottun of  the drop* a st de 
passage leads steeply upward t o  connect 
w l t h  an adjoining sinkhole, The main 
passage, w i t h  the  stream, heads n o r t h  
and then e a s t  as a canyon w i t h  a minor 
side passage. A t  the edge of an eighty- 
f o o t  drop, the canyon continues horizon- 
t a l  1 y and r m a i  ns unexpl ored. 

The e i g h t y f o o t  drop, "Pendul urn 
P i t f t ,  ends I n  a l a r g e  h a l l '  ca l l ed  t h e  
v T r o l l ~ s  B a r l l n g  Alley", whfch  heads 
east-west 260 feet. The upper e n d  of  
the h a l l  i s  plugged w i t h  f l l l ,  and 
t he  Ismer end plnches d w n  i n t o  a p i t  
serf  es* Route 111, An uncl imbed water- 
f a l l  1 ead heads south fran t h e  Troll * s 
B m l  i ng A1 1 ey and mu1 d cane f ram near by 
Skunk Cabbage Cave. A t  t h e  top  of 
Route I11 f s  an eccentric s t a l a c t i t e  
about a f o o t  l ong  and a s ide passage 
l e a d i n g  t o  tfSusanls S l  dme H o l e w #  a 
muddy crawlway and room. 

Route I and Route 11 are a1 so p i t  
sesles. Route I captures the stream 
f rm the entrance. The water s i n k s  

i n t o  t h e  f l o o r  cobbles about 75 f e e t  
b e l m  t h e  T r o l l ' s  Bcmling Al ley.  

Route 11 i s  t w o  drops o f  b e n t y  
f e e t  each which j o i n  Route I i n  a canyon 
passage. The canyon w o l v e s  into a l o w  
poIn t  which shows s l g n s  o f  seasonal 
smping. Beyond 1 s the very high ''Black 
Rock Fissure1'# named a f t e r  the bl ack- 
covered fl oor cobbl es, 01 ack Rock F i  s- 
sure probably carr ies  overflow fran t h e  
entrance stream t o  t h e  next t w o  drops 
of about 25 f e e t  each, where Route 111 
j o f  ns In. A t  t he  b a t t m  of t h e  drops, 
a scal loped pressure tube  f i v e  f e e t  4 n 
diameter by f i f t y  fee t  i n  length ends 
as a  deep sump. 

Hopes were high o f  connecting Slate 
Cave w i t h  El Capdtan Cave* but i t  may 
no t  be poss ib le  w i thou t  d i v i n g  t h e  swnp. 
Much of the cave, espec ia l l y  the v e r t i c a l  
components, are washed clean by incoming 
to r ren ts .  B u t  t he re  are areas, such as 
t h e  TrolFts Bml i n g  Al ley  and Susan's 
Slime Hole, whlch are  s i l t y  or muddy, 
Total surveyed passage t o  d a t e  I n  S l a t e  
Cave f s 1495 '9 feet ;  t o t a l  depth so f a r  
i s 386.6 feet, 

Management Recommendatl ons 

Because o f  i t s  v e r t l a l  nature, 
S l a t e  Cave 's  l o c a t l o n  should be re  
strdcted. The f o res t  300 f e e t  around 
the under1 y 1 ng cave shoul d not be l oggedr 
as an e f f o r t  t o  prevent any impacts on 
t h e  cave and possl bly upsets i n  t h e  E l  
Capitan hydro1 ogy, 

Safety Cons1 deratl ons 

V -1 sf t o r s  shoul  d be exper i enced 
vert i  cat 1 y #  have pr  e p r  q u i  vent ,  and 
dress warm1 y to spend some time on ropes 
i n  i c y  waterfall  s. Most of  the year, 
Sl  a te  Cave i s  probably not  sul ta b l  e f o r  
en te r ing  because of very high flow. 
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Susan DeLlsa ascending 1 n S l a t e  Cave. 
Photo by Kev 1 n A1 1 red, 
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C1 o i  star Cave Skunk Cabbage Cave 

This cave was discwered by J l r n  
Anderson and Kevln A l l s e d  on May 1, 
1990, Located 75 f e e t  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
S l a t e  Cave# Cloister Cave was probably 
once an  i n t a k e  f o r  the surface stream 
nw swallmed by Slate Cave. However, 
I t  nw recefves only  local water. The 
cave has entrances i n  .two of  a s t r i n g  
of sjnkhules whi ch e x t e n d  sou theas t  
frm Slnta  Cave. Cloister Cave was 
named by Jay Rockwell f o r  i t s  archway 
passage cross sectlon, 

The cave can be entered el t h e r  dm n 
a f i f t y - f o o t  p i t  on the north side of  a 
d i v l d f n g  f f n  o r  f rcm the south s lde  i n  
a sfnkhol e w i t h  a slxty- foot  p4 t. Both 
drops connect i n t o  a joint-controlled 
passagewhdch l eads  d w n  i n t o  more j o i n t -  
controlled latticework. Sane deer bones 
a re  scattered i n  the sll t and s x k  f i l l  
a t  the bottan of the cave. Nearby a re  
deposits of a wh i te  and f Snely crystal- 
1 i ne mineral which g r w s  frun cracks and 
seams and has the appearance of tooth- 
paste. Total  surweysd l e n g t h  i s  407.2 
feet; total depth i s  110.5 feet. 

D i  scovered by J i m  Anderson and 
Kev 1 n A1 l red on May 11, 1990# Skunk 
Cabbage Cave i s  i n  a muskeg-f i l led s ink  
containing lots o f  skunk cabbage. A 
stream f l w i n g  a t  about twenty gallons 
per minwte was pouring I n t o  t h e  mall 
entrance at the south end of the sink. 
Another stream channel, nrw permanent1 y 
dry# enters t h e  sink frm the nearby 
g u l l y  leading t o  S l a t e  Gave, i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  Skunk Cabbage Cave was once an 
overfYw in1 et. 

Kevln A11  red explored and mapped 
t h e  cave on J u l y  27, and a d r y s u i t  was 
required. There were two places i n  t h e  
passage t o  t h e  n o r t h  which requdred 
d l  ggi ng 7 n order t o  contl nue passi ng 
through, but t h e  passage soon pf nched. 
The southern passage ends i n  a smp. 
A71 passages conta in  ex tens ive  f ill of  
s i l t ,  muskeg and cobbles. Su~prisinglyt 
the  main passage I s  well-decorated w i t h  
soda straws and s t a l  act1 tes. Th i s  cave 
coul d very re1 1 drai n i nto an unexpl osed 
w aterf a7 f 1 ead I n Sl ate  Cave. Surveyed 
passage total i s  115.2 feet, and the 
depth l s  19.4 feet. 

Management Recanmendati ons 
Management Recunmendatf ons 

Because o f  i t s  v e r t i c a l  nature, 
the l o c a t i o n  o f  Cloister Cave should be 
r e s t r i  cted frcm the general pub1 lc ,  As 
w l t h  Slate  Cave, no logglng should occur 
w f t h f n  300 f e e t  of  the under ly ing cave. 

EHW'HCE 

PLAN VIEW 

Because of i t s  $pel eothans* t h e  
entrance l o c a t i o n  of M e  cave should be 
restricted from t h e  general publ ic ,  
although It i s  n o t  l i k e l y  that a now 
caver would enter I n t o  it. No logging 
s h o u l d  occu r  w I t h t n  300 feet of  the 
entrance. n 

SKUNK CABBAGE CAVE 
PRINCE OF WALES tsum, 

I - r m - 9 * 1 1 -  
IIDI.. m,,am.. tlsm 
L.h.*rur . n m -  

PROFILE 
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M i  deaway Cave was d l  scovered b y  Outs4 de# a gull y appears to over1 i e  t h e  
Dave a n d  G l e n d a  West of Whale Pass, cave be1 w. Total passage surveyed I s 
Dave fe l t  i t  c o u l d  be very deep and 87,6 feet* a n d t h e d e p t h  F s 5 6 - 9  feet, 
took Kevjn  All red to i t on August 11, 
1990 # when Kev i n  s u r v e y e d  a n d  expl o r e d  Management Recommendations 
It, The cave b e g i n s  a s  a steepwalled 
st nkhol e i n  a cl earcut a n d  adjacent t o  Both drops can sasi 1 y be negotf ated 
a landing.  The cave i s  bas i ca l l y  one w f t h r o p e s ; b u t b e c a u s e I t i s p o t e n t i a l l y  
canyonn b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  an e i g h t - f o o t  dangerous, the l oca t ion  should not be 
and then a ten- foot  drop, After the a d v e r t 1  sed t o  the general pub7 ic. LI 

drops, a cobble a n d  r u b b l e  s l o p e  l e a d s  
down t o  a s h o r t  crawlway. A t  t h e  very 
b o t t m  I s  a ma11 dme and t i n y  smp. 
The massive Heceta 1 frnestene seemed to 
be a darker gray than usual. There 
were no speleothmst b u t  vert ica l  f l u t -  
i n g  was extensive in the mafn canyon, 

PLAN VIEW 

UM 

SINKHOLE 
ENTRANCE 

1 
feet 

Isngth.81.6ft. d6pth-5?tt. 

Hldaaway Cave 
Pr ince olF Wales I s land  

Techni ca1 Prel *lm 1 nary Report 834 
by Kevln Allred 
October 9 ,  1990 

HIDEAWAY CAVE 

PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND 
ALASKA 

OSrPCW 1 T m  S W Y  
rn ICLLLRED 

AUGUST 11,3990 
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5.lmpl e Cave 
Pr ince of Wales I s l a n d  

Gechnfcal Prel iminary Report #35 
by Kevin Allred 
October 9, 1990 

On May 19, 1990, Ken and Norma 
L ucas o f  Whale Pass s h w e d  J ul l a Rieber 
and Kevin Allred t h e  l o c a t i o n  of Dfrnple 
Cave. The cave was named by J u l i a  f o r  
the boxwork-l i ke patterns on the w a1 1 of 
a room. Other 1 ocal s apparent ly know of 
t h i  s cave as 1 t has a not1 ceabl e wal k-f n 
entrance a t  the  b o t t a n  of  a clearcut 
s l n k  n e x t  to a maln l ogg fng road near 
the head o f  Lava Creek drainage. On t h e  
sane day, the  group discovered another 
nearby v e r t i c a l  ent rance  1 n the c l  e f t  
o f  a b l l n d  va l ley .  Another large sink 
across t h e  r o a d  f ran Dimple  i s  r e p o r t e d  
by Ken t o  be choked w i t h  road f i l l ,  bu t  
has a s t rong a i r  current .  

Dfmple Cave i s  formed a t  o r  very 
near the contact between t h e  host  Heceta 
1 irnestone and the pol yrnf c t i  c congl m e r  
a t e  t o  t h e  west. Gorroslve water from 
rn uskegs on the congl anera t e  mwes I n t o  
the l imestone and I s  devs lop fng  t h e  
cave system. Dimple Cave i s  present ly  
the second 1 ongest cave I n  the state. 
Sane passages a re  n o t  only j o i n t - cow  
t r o l l  ed, b u t  a1 so appear beddfng-pl an* 
cont ro l led .  b n y  passages are f i l l e d  
or nearly  f i l l e d  w i t h  c l a s t i c  non-cap 
bonats cobbles and extensive s I l  t or ig -  
1 nat ing  1 a r g e l y  f rm t h e  polymi c t i  c 
con57 ae ra te .  There were no spel 90th ems 
I n  the cave, whlch has  phreatf c o r I g i  n  
w i t h  much vadose modiff cati on. 

The wal k - I n  entrance and t h r e e  
nearby secondary entrances l e a d  t o  the 
ma1 n upper 200-f oot-1 ong passage cal l  ed 
the lrFarnily Roann. Near t h e  end o f  
t h e  Family R o a  I s  a c l imb lead lng  t o  
a ra the r  unstabl  e l o o k i n g  breakdow n- 
f 11 1 sd roan c a l l  e d  t h e  q'Newous Break- 
d m n  Rounn. A few other short leads 
take o f f  f rm the Family Room. 

Midway along the Family Room, a 
passage heads steeply down (sane people 
may fee l  camfortable using a handl ine 
here) t o  a mad n j unct ion  i n t h e  cave. 
Nor th  from t h e  junc t ion ,  a stream pours 
f r m  a canplex o f  muddy tubes  and small, 

~ l n d i n g  canyons. Dimple Roan i s  reached 
through a shor t  squeeze. 

Back a t  t h e  main j u n c t i o n ,  south- 
ward 1[ s a nother 1 ncom 1 ng i nterrnl ttent 
stream cornlng f rm a small, winding 
canyon. The canyon d i v ides  I n t o  two 
endl ng crawl ways. 

A t  t h e  j unction, t h e  maln j o i n t -  
c o n t r o l l e d  passage continues down as a 
condu i t  te a f i n a l  sump f o r  t h e  p r e -  
v l iously-ment ioned water. U n t i l  j u s t  
before t h e  sump '1 s reached, a good d r a f t  
of a i r  i s  f e l t  blowfng upstrean. It 
was not  u n t l l  t h e  t h i r d  visit dur ing  the 
survey  o f  t h i s  regfon t h a t  the wind 
source was found. What had appeared 
t o  be a very lw a1 cove i n  t h e  bend of 
t h e  passage was, i n  f a c t ,  a major s i de  
passage and route to 1 o t s  of new cave, 

"Hidden R l  ve rv  comes through a I ow, 
wide, c o b b l e f l o o r e d  passage, Further 
on* i t opens up i n t o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  
broad g a l l e r y  and several incoming sho r t  
t r i b u t a r i e s ,  most of whjch are muddy. 
O f  special  note i s  a tube leav ing  t h e  
eas t  wa l l  o f  the gal lery  t o  drop i n t o  
"Crazy Crack Creek*, whlch 1s obv ious l  y 
j o i  nt-cont r o l l  ed v I t h  foam ds po s i  t s  f ran 
regul ar f l  oodi ng, 

To the south of the broad g a l l e r y  'Is 
a 1 og rneasvrl ng over 44 feet i n  1 ength, 
probably  originating fran a ho le  h igh  
above which turns o u t  t o  be t h e  b l  i n d  
v a1 1 ey vert i  cal cave entrance d l  scovered 
e a r l i e r ,  The b l i n d v a l l e y  cave entrance 
needs r3 ggi ng f o r  a f l f t y - f o o t  drop. 

Management Recommendati on5 

Before Dimple Cave was f u l l y  sur- 
veyed and expl ored, i t ssmed safe  enough 
to a l l a n  a sign to be placed a t  the 
roadside, Bvt  w i t h  the f lnd-lng of new 
easi 1 y- fl ooded p a s s a p s ,  t h e  potent i  a1 I y 
dangerous b l  lnd v a l l e y  entrance, and t h e  
unstable- looking breakdown f n  t h e  upper 
section, it would probably be wfse f o r  
the U.S. Forest Servfce n o t  t o  encourage 
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B i l l  " wet 1 
Pr ince o f  Wales Is1 and 

Technical  Prel lrninary Report #36 
by Kevin A l l r e d  

October 11, 1990 

BSll's Well was dfscovered by B i l l  
Musser and s h c w n  t o  Carlene Allred by 
Dav 4d Mate1 ski  of  Naukat i  on August 11, 
1990. The 57-foot-deep pf  t 1 s entered 
from a sinkhole whjch I s  south of a 
muskeg meadow, The meadow c o n t a f n s  
a m a l l  pond and a stream which drains 
I n t o  t h e  sinkhol e. The p l  t 1 s vadose, 
clean and f l u t e d ,  and conta ins snow at 
the bottom. It cont inues  down a s  a 
narrm crack, partf a? 1 y p l  ugged w 1 t h  
rubble,  A breeze i s s u e s  u p  th rough 

t h i s  crack. 

Management Recommends t f  ons 

The l o ca t i on  of Bill's We51 should 
not be advertised because of i t 5  hazard- 
ous nature,  There shoul d be no l oggi ng 
or roads w l t h i n  300 feet of  t h e  entrance. 
T h e  ent i re  area around B.111f5 Well I s  
f u l l  o f  ka rs t  features and should be 
evaluated c a r e f u l l y  for cave resurgences 
before more 1 oggi ng i s  done. EI 

- 

PAINCE OF WALES ISLAND 
ALASKA 

ENTRANCE --r 
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Blanket h v e  
Prince of Wales Is1 and 

Technical Prel iminary Report #37 
by Kevin  All red 

October 11, 1990 

K w i n  A l l r e d  discwered and named 
Blanket Cave on May 12, 1990. It I s  
located h i g h  on the  eastern slope of E l  
C a p f e n  Peak. The two entrances t o  the 
cave are s l t u a t a d  a t  a c l f f f  base. A 
stream, then estfrnated a t  320 g a l l o n s  
per minute, pours o u t  of t h e  lwer en- 
trance. Between the entrances,  t h e  
1 lmestone appears t o  be thi nl y bedded 
and fo l  ded,  The entrances connect I n t o  
a roan ctlntalning the strean; further 
access i nto the cave i s through a h l  gherr 
dry passage to the west, Here a deep, 
foam-covered Jake i s  encountered, and 
Kevin c o u l d  feel a d r a f t  of a i r  caning 
o u t  of the wal k i n g  passage. He c a u l  d 
al so hear the mun d of  a na t a r f  a1 1 w l t h f  n 
Ule cave, b u t  tu rned back for lack of a 

wetsui t  and proper gear. 
On J u l y  21, Steve Lewis and Susan 

DeC i s a  explored and mapped t h e  cave 
us1 ng drysul ts. F l f t y  feet ins1 de, a 
t e r s f o o t  water f  a1 1 w f t h  a very d i f f  icud t 
and awkward c l i m b  leads the remaining 
way to 100 f e e t  of wet and t f  g h t  passage. 
The cave ends a t  a term 1 nal swn p.  

Management Recommendat1 ons 

Because of i t s  ranoteness a n d  wet 
nature, t h i s  care is not 7 1 kel y t o  be 
expl ored except by on1 y t h e  most hardy 
and well-equjpped, The locat ion should 
n o t  be advertised. Hopefully, t h i s  
area w i l l  not be 1 egged, as sl opes are 
often steep and unstable. n 

KEY 
i r  -SIO- 

-~tnamllwv 
-q& -water 

drop 
aav rocks 

S u r v e y e d  7-21-1990 by St 

t72.6 total I s s t  syrveyad 

- BLANKET CAVE - 
? A W E  OF WALES S U N P  

mrraaa- 

-WEfpRQlEG 

Lswirr and Susan Do Lisa 

totar  depth: 16.5 teat up 
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r------+----------------------- i 
I G l a c l s r  G r o t t o  C 
I A r e a  M e e t i n g  I 

E------------------------- 1 

Meeti ng o f  t h e  G l  aci er Grotto 
f o r  t h e  SouthCentral A1 aska Area 

a t  7:30pm on Wednesday, November 13 

f n t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  Stewart  T l t l e  
S u i t e  110 o f  t h e  Cal a i s  I B l  dg 
3201 "Cw Street (32nd and "C") 

every one 5 s w el come 
both members and nomnmbers 
frm Anchorage or  el sewhere 

Heeting Part ic lpat im Survsy 
for  SouthCemtral A1 aslca Area 

G l  aci  er G r o t t e  members r e s i  d i  ng 1 n 
SouthCentral Alaska w i l l  r ece ive  a short  
postcard survey to  determine preference 
f o r  schedul I ng 1 ocal month1 y meeti ngs. 
Grotto members i n  other areas o f  A1 aska 
are encouraged to contact  the1 r c o r r e  
spondi ng area v ice-presi dent to vot ce 
i nterest regard1 ng schedul i ng meeti ngs 
I n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t y .  Everyone i s  welcme 
t o  at tend t h e  area monthly meetdngs I n  
Anchorage; they are not  restricted on1 y 
to resf dents o f  SouthCentral A1 aska. 

b r f  ef bus1 ness meeti ng 
1 a n  gl acIer c a v i n g  t r i p  
scussi on o f  f u t u r e  t r i p s  

reports on summer t r l  p s  
sl i d e s  o f  A1 aska n caves 
i n f  o m a t i  on f run POWIE V 

Dues are Smn Due 

I )onv t  miss a s ingle  Issue o f  T h  
Alaskan.; renw your Glacier  Grotto 
mmbersh i p f o r  1992 today ; donr t del ay l 

Glacfer G r o t t o  
2944 Emory Street 
Anchorage, A1 aska 99508-4466 

Address Correct1 on Requested 
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