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President ' s Corner 

Enclosed with this issue is 
the ballot f o r  the  e l e c t i o n  of 
o f f i c e r s  and for  the changes in 
the constitution and by-laws of 
the Glacier Grotto, Please make 
your choices and send them of f  
to Sharon Bunaway (at her new 
address of 4330 W 86th A v e  # 8 ,  
Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 2 )  as soon as 
possible (deadline October 20). 
Also check t he  address label on 
t h e  envelope in which  you received 
t h i s  news le t t e r .  I f  it con ta ins  
" 8 9 @ '  instead of " 9 0 t ' ,  you a re  in 
arrears--you w i l l  need to inc lude  
your  1990 dues with the ballot to 
have it; counted. The reasons f o r  
t h e  by-laws changes are  described 
in the following article. They 
are an attempt to encourage more 
participation by our f a x -  flung 

membership. Any suggestions on 
this score w i l l  be w e l c o m e .  

Regarding the  operation of 
POWIE I11 and IV, I have received 
a number of t h o u g h t f u l  l e t t e r s  
w i t h  suggestions f o r  improvement. 
These a r e  much appreciated and 
w i l l  be answered i n  due time. 
Publicity and details for W W I E  
V w i l l  be forthcoming, hopefully 
starting in October. Modif ica- 
tions in this year1 s approach are 
expected. The  r ea l  iz a tion of 
t h e  agreement signed i n  May was 
a milestone and now we can m w e  
on to other  practical areas which 
should make participation easier, 
less expensive, and Less daunting. 
It i s  important that we do con- 
tinue, as vandalism and o t h e r  
impacts are s t i l l  major prob1ems.n 

Changes in the Constitution and By-Laws 

D u r i n g  a number of Glacier 
Grotto meetings  within the past 
year, two by-law changes were  
proposed and approved by those 
present. But a two-thirds vote 
of a l l  members in good s tanding  
is necessary f o r  adoption, 

T h e  r a i s i ng  of annual  dues 
for a s i n g l e  m e m b e r  (or t h e  f i rs t  
in a househo ld )  to $7.50 f r o m  
$5.00 a year is r e q u i r e d  for  the 

t o  three r e g i o n a l  Vice Presidents 
has a1 ready received support, The 
recent discovery of an extensive 
k a r s t  system in Southeast A l a s k a  
is attracting cavers f rm that 
area of the Grotto. It is hoped 
t h a t  this organizational change 
will facilitate the development 
of organized caving in Southeast 
Alaska,  and t he  i n t e r i o r ,  a n d w i l l  
even r e s u l t  in the formation of 

production and mailing of The - n e w  grottos when the time comes. 
Alaskan Caver. The $1.00 dues f o r  T h e  word ELECTED should be 
each addi tional household member included i n  A r t i c l e  11' s t i t l e  to 
w i l l  r e m a i n  t h e  same. Postal 
rates and ether production c o s t s  
continue to  increase. Tradition- 
ally, the  fee charged to l ibrar ies  
and ether institutional members 
has been based on the cost per 
six-issue volume, ra ther  than by 
theyear.  Hence, $10.00 per vol- 
ume is being asked of them. 

The change f r o m  two Members- 
at-Large and one Vice President 

emphasize t ha t  only elected off i- 
cers are being described t h e r e i n  
and not  appointed officers. 

It is hoped t hese  changes 
m e e t  w i th everyone ' s apprwal ; 
the candidates nominated should 
be willing to serve in ei ther  
capacity. Please call the Pres- 
ident immediately if you have 
any problems with these changes. 
The la test  issue conta in ing  the 
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complete "Constitution and By- President shall be performed by 
~ a w s "  is T h e  Alaskan Caver 3 12) : 
10-13, which i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  a 
back issue f o r  $1.00 per copy, 
Or a copy of t he  constitution 
and by-laws alone are avai lable  
f o r  5 0 . 2 5  r e t u r n  postage from 
the President. 

The proposed changes f ol l ow : 
addedportionsare underscoredand 
deleted portions are bracketed. 

Change #I (Constitution) 
ARTICtE TV - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

a. The Glacier  Grotto shall be 
governed by an Execut ive  
Council made up of the fol- 
l w i n g  (all N.S. S. members) 
elected annually b y  the 
members : 
1. President 
2. V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  for 

Northern Alaska 
3. V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r  - 

Southcentral Alaska 
4 .  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r  - 

Southeast A l a s k a  
5. E3.1 Secretary - 
6, [ 4 . 1  Treasurer - 

/5. Two members at large] 

Change #2 ( B y - L a w s )  
A R T I C L E  I1 - n E C T E D  OFFICERS 

Change f 3  ( B y - L a w s :  A r t i c l e  11) 
S E C T I O N  I. T h e  President shall 
preside at [ a l l ]  meetings of the 
Gro t toandappo in t  such committees 
as he dems appropriate. 

SECTION 2 ,  In the absence of the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  or in case of h i s  in- 
a b i l i t y  to act, the duties of the 

t h e  s e n i o r  Vice-Pres iden t .  - 
senior  Vice-President is the Vice- 
President with the lonqes t  contin- 
u o u s  membership in the Glacier 
Grotto,  In the event of t he  res- 
ignation, remwal, or permanent 
disability of the  President ,  the 
senior ~ i c e - ~ r e s i d e n t  automati-  
c a l l y  becomes President for the 
balance of the President's term. 
He s h a l l  appoint an appropriate 
interim Vice-President to serve 
untll t h e  next election. [In 
t ha t  event ,  an e l e c t i o n  may be 
held to fill the  of f ice  of V i c e -  
President. I 

Section 3. The three V i c e - P r e s -  
i den t  s-- f or Northern A1 aska. for 
Southcentral Al aska, fo r  South- 
east A 1  aska-- s h a l l  govern each 
area as a sub -g ro t t o ,  h o l d i n s  
meetinqs in the absence of the 
President, appointlug loca l  corn- 
rnit tee chairs, and conducting 
local  bus ines s .  Each V i c e -  Pres- 
ident  w i l l  be the  G r o t t o  contact 
person f o r  t h e  area desiqnated. 
~ l l  written correspondence w i t h  
o u t s i d e  organizations should be 
copied to the President. 

Section 4. t 3  . I  . . 
Section 5. [4 .1  . , 
Clhange 64 ( B y - L a w s :  Art i c l e  V )  
The annual dues for regular mem- 
bers shal l  be $7.50 [$5.001 per 
year ,  Members who are dependents 
need on ly  pay $1.00 in annual  
dues. ~u~sfoiinstitutional mem- 
bers shall be $10.00 per vo1ume.o 

The second longest cave in has a room 4 5 0  feet long, 50 feet 
Alaska,  tentatively cal led D i m p l e  w i d e ,  and 30 or more feet high. 
Cave, has f i v e  entrances and was Captain Soup Cave, at 1200 feet 
suxveyedto2715fee t .  Slatecave i n l e n g t h ,  i s o u r m o s t b e a u t i f u l . n  
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m n  and O u t  in Alaska 
by Miles Hecker 
repr in ted f r o m  

"The O u t l a w  of the Hole in the W a l l  Grotto" 
V o l u m e  XJV, Number 1, pages 2 and 3 

Samewhere in the back of my 
head the idea of see ing  A l a s k a  
had been kicking around E or almost 
twenty years, It didn' t t a k e  too 
long  to respond w h e n  Kevin and 
Carlene Allred  extended an invi- 
tation to members of the Lechu- 
g u i l l a  Cave Project  to go caving 
on Prince of  Wales I s l and .  TWO 
thousand paved m i l e s ,  one hundred 
f i f t y  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  and one 
hundred logging road m i l e s  l a t e r  
the a d v e n t u r e  w a s  ready to begin. 

The Hughes chopper touched 
dcwn at: the El Cap i t an  work camp 
l a t e r  than expected, A f t e r  about 
f i v e  suns, f i v e  cavers and gear 
had been brought to what would be 
our  base camp two thousand feet 
up El Capitan Peak. What w i l d  
country 1 Over three thousand feet 
of razor-sharp karst, c lose  to 
three hundred inches of precipi- 
tation a year and an average 
temperature of 37 degrees Fahren- 
h e i t  makes for an imposing arctic 
rainforest. Kwin, JirnNicholls,  
S t e v e  Neier and myself would carry 
one thousand feet of rape to our 
f i rs t  objective, El Capitan Pit, 
and rig it. Kelly KelLstedt would 
defend base camp gear f r o m  the  
bear population and w a i t  f o r  Rick 
Bridges ,  man Gehring, Doug and 
Ann S t r a i t  and Win Wright to hack 
a t r a i l  up the C r a c k  of Doom to 
our base camp. Chopper support 
w a s  a luxury. Heavy r a i n s  might 
necessitate total manual t ransport  
of a l l  camp gear off the mountain. 

Several hours of hacking ,  
s l i d i n g ,  stumbling and cl imbing 
l a t e r  we arrived at our objective, 
El C a p i  tan Pit. On the last P W I E  
expedition, Kwin had hung at the 
bottom of a three-hundred- f oo t  
rope w i t h  no bottom in s i g h t .  
Even more bhpressive than  this 

rather nice-looking p i t  w a s  the 
fac t  t h a t  on t h e  h i k e  wer w e  had 
seen hundreds of interesting p i t s ,  
Had they been checked? Kevin 
sa id  we were probably the first 
people to see them on the h i k e  up. 
We would check them out l a te r  in 
the w e e k  as best we could. A f t e r  
Kevin rigged the pit we headed 
back to the base camp flagging a 
q"reasonable" trail as w e  went, 

On arriving in base camp we 
w e r e  greeted by the rest of the 
c r e w .  K e l l y  had s u c c e s s f u l l y  
de fended  o u r  base camp against  
t w o  surprised b lack  bears. The 
others had p u t  i n  t h e  t r a i l  up 
t h e  Crack of Doom. Haw w a s  it, 
I asked?  Oh, j u s t  f i n e ,  i t ' s  at 
about a sixty-degree slope and 
sl ippery as sno t. Just the sor t  
of t h i n g  that's f u n  w i t h  an 
e i g h t y - p o u n d  pack on the  way 
down, 

The next morning we formu- 
l a t e d  our course  of action, 
Since  I had t h e  weather-proof 
video  camera I would accompany 
the three Alaskans,  J i m ,  K w i n  
and Steve, to drop and survey El 
Capitan Pit, recording the w e n t  
for posterity. The rest of the 
crew would ridge-walk and Locate 
l e a d s  f o r  f u r t h e r  exploration. 
W e  reached t h e  p i t  in about an 
h o u r .  A f t e r  proper preparation 
the adventure began. Kevin would 
drop the pit f i r s t  w i t h  a walk ie -  
talkie on to give  us progress 
reports. We l o s t  contact w i t h  
him a t  about - 3 0 6  feet. Mter  
t h e  rope w e n t  we igh t l e s s ,  S t w e  
f o l l o w e d .  About: t h i r t y  f e e t  
down, S twe  encountered some gear 
problems, He decided to ascend 
and correct them rather than r i s k  
further difficulties. Since it 
had been a w h i l e ,  J i m  suggested 
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I drop t he  p i t  and start scrveying 
up w i t h  Kevin before he got cold. 

Down I went :  at a b o u t  one 
hundred eighty feet d m n  a small 
water spou t  e n t e r e d  t h e  p i t .  
Nothing se r ious ,  j u s t  a refreshing 
shower of icy w a t e r  to keep the 
dust down. About t w o  hundred 
t h i r t y  f e e t  down a t e n - f o o t -  
t h i c k  g r e e n  i g n e o u s  intrusion 
angled through the main body of 
the p i t  at an a n g l e  of t h i r t y  
degrees. Quite a c o n t r a s t  to 
the grey marble of the  walls. 
A t  what seemed like over f o u r  
hundred feet down I swung over a 
Ledge and could see Kevin ' s  l i g h t .  
Soon I hit bottom and greeted 
Kevin. It seemed c h i l l y ;  it 
later proved to be 3 4  degrees 
Fahrenheit. K e v i n  and I l ooked  
at the c o i l  of rope at t h e  bottom 
and wondered. Am deep are w e ?  
Leaving  t h e  t w o  t h i n  l e a d s  a t  
the bottom, we s t a r t e d  surveying 
up. A three-hundred-f oot tape 
a l l w e d  us to t a k e  l o n g  survey 
shots.  The l onges t  shot proved 
ta be on ly  one hundred t h i r t y  
feet.  One strange overhungoffset 
bulge required t w o  shor t  shots  
to get around, Kevin would stop 
every f i f t y  feet on the rope to 
get a good cross-sectional sketch. 
I tried to keep the book as dry 
as possible until we cleared the 
shower. A s  w e  approached the  
edge and  J i m ,  I know w e  were 
close to s i x  hundred feet.  The 
l a s t  shot proved to be 96  feet. 
Al l  shots were made to a solid 
w a l l  to avoid the inaccuracy of 
rope stretch. A quick addition 

of t h e  d a t a  without correction 
(vertical angles varied between 
8 5  and 9 0  degrees) y ie lded  6 0 2  
f e e t ,  Later, r e f i n e d  calcwla- 
tions proved the depth  to be 
5 9 8 . 3 4  feet. Yahoo? F o g a n d r a i n  
greeted us a l o n g  w i t h  J i m .  Kevin 
fo l lmed  me over the edge. J i m  
was excited and he rigged on to 
be the first tourist to yo-yo 
the deepest p i t  in America. 

On the h i k e  back to camp 
spirits w e r e  high. A t  one point 
Steve,  w h o  w a s  right behind me, 
screamed out. I turned around 
and couldn' t see h i m .  A closer 
look revealed the top of a head 
down in a body-size hole. The 
fa lse  vegetative f l o o r  had given 
way and sucked h i m  almost out of 
s i g h t .  F o r t u n a t e l y  he w a s n '  t 
hurt and we continued. Evan and 
Win were in base camp as we ar- 
rived at about 9 pm, They had a 
pained Look on their faces. We 
hurriedly gave them the good 
news. Evan then said they had 
good n e w s  and bad n e w s ,  Okay, 
lets have the good n e w s  f irst .  
They had found a nice cave en- 
trance on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of El 
Capitan Peak tak ing  a l o t  ef air 
and started t h e  survey o f  it. 
N e x t ,  let's have the bad n e w s .  
Doug Straitb s footing had given 
way c a u s i n g  him to f a l l  and be 
crushed by a ref r igera tor-siz ed 
rock. H i s  l eg  w a s  broken and we 
w o u l d  have to g e t  h i m  back to 
camp aver several m i l e s  of hor- 
ribly rugged terrain. This was 
going to be one long day in t he  
l a n d  of long days. 

K1 Capitam P i t - - I t s  Discovery and Exploratfon 
by Kevin A l l  red 

There are hundreds of square forests i n  Southeast Alaska.  W i t h  
m i l e s  of marble and limestone up up to sixteen feet of precipita- 
to 13,000 feet th ick  hidden under tion annually, this  area, t he  size 
glaciers, ocean wat@r, and r a i n  of Kentucky, would be expected to 
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c o n t a i n  a l l  s o r t s  of caves,  . . an6  
w i t h  only a f e w  cavers to explore 
t h i s  v a s t  area, the caves would 
be discwered all wer t h e  place, 
right? Well, s o r t  of... 

Some of the  f i r s t  i n foma t ion  
on cave po ten t i a l  in Sou theas t  
Alaska began t r i c k l i n g  i n  way back 
in1949, whenRobert Hackmanwrote 
an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  Speleoloqy 
in Southeastern Alaska (Eachan ,  
3.949)- Then, twenty years ago, 
Dr. W i l l i a m  R .  Halliday compiled 
much of what was then known of 
the caving po ten t i a l  of the area 
EHalliday, 1970). S i n c e  then, a 
few cavers employed by t h e  U S 
Forest Sexvice or U S Geological 
Survey came across s m a l l  caves 
and others h in ted  of cave poten- 
t i a l  in their ramblings. Those 
of w h o m  we are aware are Bruce 
Rogers (Cal if o r n i a )  , and Dale 
Kanen and Mike Van Note ( A l a s k a ) .  
By fa r ,  most of the cave poten- 
t ial  is located remotely. 

In 1987, a f t e r  y e a r s  a£ 
becoming establ ished i n  A l a s k a ,  
my w i f e  Car l ene  and 1 were t he  
f i r s t  known c a v e r s  to t r a v e l  
into some of the best  limestone 
country in Southeast Alaska f o r  
the express purpose of caving,  
W e  zeroed in on the general area 
of Prince of Wales Island using 
research m a t e r i a l  and rumors 
from f r i e n d s  and acquaintance s . 
In the little community of Thorne 
Bay, t h e  l o c a l  Forest Service 
office kindly l e t  u s  view some 
stereoscopic aesi a1 photographs. 
I was not prepared f o r  the awesme 
karst f e a t u r e s  w e  beheld on that 
occasion.. .andwe had f i r s t  oppor- 
t u n i t y  to explore it! Especially 
i n t r i g u i n g  w e r e  uvala or p o l j  e 
features up to half a m i l e  across, 
e x t e n s i v e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 
do1 ines ,  and what appeared to be 
pinnacle karst. 

Thanks ta hundreds of miles 

of logging roads recent ly  b u i l t  
on P r i n c e  of Wales I s l a n d ,  w e  
w e r e  able to d r i v e  to a campsite 
w h e r e  we cou ld  l i t e r a l l y  throw 
rocks into more than  one s i n k h o l e  
without moving. Indeed, we even 
had to p i l e  brush  n e x t  to t h e  
road to protect our berry picking 
three young ch i l d r en  f r o m  f a l l i n g  
into a fo r ty - foo t  or f i f t y - f o o t  
shaf t .  The disadvantages of the 
legging c learcuts  near t he  roads 
w e r e  the difficulty in travel 
and, of course, t h e  u n s i g h t l y  
devastation. In s p i t e  of having 
to s o l o  cave on t h a t  h i s t o r i c  
t w o - w e e k  t r i p ,  w e  mapped and 
explored about 4000 feet of cave 
passage. 

Living a l a rge ly  subsistence 
l i fes tyle ,  and far  f r m  an e a s i l y  
accessible caving area, Carlene 
and I usually only cave once or 
twice a year. The second year 
on the Island, w e  ca j  oLed seven 
other  cavers and t h e  Glacier 
Grotto t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  explora- 
tions. This three-week expedition 
was the f i r s t  opportunity to set 
foot on some of the a l p i n e  karst 
of the Is land,  It was on August  
15, 1988, an inf requent  hot and 
d r y  d a y ,  when Harvey Bowers, 
Forest Service geo log i s t  David 
Hatf ield, and I f k r s t  began o u r  
slaw and difficult way across a 
portion of the  EL Capitan Peak 
k a r s t .  Trave l  was q u i t e  hard 
because of p i t t e d ,  jagged, sub- 
alpine terrain. Various so lu t i on  
features  w e r e  nearly everywhere 
ranging from dal ines  and sha f t s  
to g r i k e s  and rillenkarren. Most 
of the d o l i n e a  w e r e  obviously 
plugged  w i t h  muskeg or rubble, 
Many had v e r t i c a l  f l u t e d  w a l l s  
and o f t e n  contained sharp, ser- 
r a t e d f i n s  i n  the depths to f l a y  
anything careless enough to f a l l  
in. Occasional p i t s  have deer 
skeletons at t h e i r  bottoms, 
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Sone of these d o 1 i r . e ~  or 
s h a f t s  contained snow, indica tin9 
they are sealed off co ld  traps. 
A£ ter an hour on the karst, we 
all happened upon one particular 
hol e w h i c h  immediately 1 ooked 
extra deep. It began as a steep- 
ly-sloping funnel twenty by t h i r t y  
feet  w i th an overhang on one side,  
and narrowed down to a t e n  by 
twenty throat below, Rocks w e r e  
tossed as usual, but they just 
kept on glancing off the walls, 
d w n ,  dmn, d m n  for twelve to 
sixteen seconds. Be ing  from the 
West (western U, S .  ) and having 
no long drop experience beyond 
300  feet ,  I had nwer seen any- 
thing like it, I had expected 
deep m u 1  t i - d r o p  systems here, 
b u t  nothing as awesome as this! 
Harvey, w h o  had done some deep 
Georgia pits, could tell this 
one was exceptional and probably 
world class. He thought i t  
sounded big belaw and could hear 
water falling. 

Ten days later, three of us 
w e r e  back on another rase rain- 
less day. Haxvey and David had 
l e f t  the I s l a n d ,  and so Bob 
Bastasz (who had deep p i t  experi- 
e n c e ) ,  Kathy Tonnessen ,  and I 
returned. Being i n c r e a s i n g l y  
interested in helping us in dwel -  
oping a cave inventory f o r  the 
area, the F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  had 
helicoptered our  vertical  gear to 
the nearest possible landing site 
one-ha1 f mile away, and soon Bobt s 
190-f oot bluewater was rigged on 
the sloping side of the pit en- 
trance. This I rappelled on to 
the end using a f igure  eight des- 
cending r i n g ,  tied on a 200-foot 
goldl ine ,  and then continued duwn. 
A t  -320 feet on a wet, sloping 
ledge, with increasingly more 
water showering lightly down, 
soundings of f rm s i x  to eight 
seconds h i n t e d  at another es t i -  
mated 300 feet to the l a s t  heard 
glance. Here I had discovered 
t h a t  a rock my foot  dislodged 

f r o m  t h e  wall had glanced a g a i n s t  
the  gold1 ine n e a r l y  s e v e r i n g  it. 
It was as f a r  as I dared go, so 
I tied a knot above the damaged 
portion. T h e  void below seemed 
to go down e n d l e s s l y  i n t o  t h e  
very core of the  mountain. A£ ter 
I used t he  gibbs ropewal k e r  system 
to get back O u t *  Bob jumared down 
1913 feet to t he  f i r s t  knot, pulled 
up t h e  rope, and got an eight- 
second sounding. H e  noted t h a t  
i n  one spot the  shaf t  bad a cross- 
section forming two lobes,  and 
felt that the total depth w a s  at 
l eas t  500 feet. After his r e t u r n ,  
and since w e  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  out 
of rope and expedition w a s  nearly 
over, we immediately began devel- 
oping a strategy f o r  t h e  next 
year's assault: on this exceptional 
pit, We named it El Capi tan Pit, 
no t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  the  next year 
it would stand as the captain of 
all U. S.  pits and a l so  a counter- 
part to the  longest  outside drop 
(vertical face) in the  L a w e r  4 8 ,  
El Capitan in Yosernite. On t h e  
way back off the karst, there w a s  
a startled scream and I thought 
Kathy had f a l l e n  into a grike or 
shaf t .  She had fortunately only 
gone through a hole up to her knee 
and w a s  u n h u r t .  It was b e i n g  
apparent t h a t  safe t ravel  on this 
ground required constant atten- 
tion, and even then visibly solid 
ground is sometimes only a t h i n  
c o v e r i n g  of mossy turf w i t h  a 
cavity helm, 

The next year w a s  one in 
which ta acquire improved gear, 
rope, and t echn iques .  Car lene 
and I a l s o  c a r e f u l l y  i n v i t e d  
additional cavers to join the 
t h i r d  expedition while on w i n t e r  
vacation in the  "Lower  4 8 " .  It 
was on a Lechuguilla expedition 
that someone f i n a l l y  becameinter- 
ested enough to plan  on j e i n i n g  
us. R i c k  Bridges sensed, i n  s p i t e  
of our reluctance to share the  
actual depth detai ls ,  t h a t  there 
w a s  incredible potential on Prince 
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of rrjalcs Island. Hepromised tha t  
he would be able to ga the r  enough 
interested experienced v e r t i c a l  
cavers and surveyors f o r  our needs 
without the l i d  blowing off o u r  
l i t t l e  secret. Having been sepa- 
rated £ran the real  caving w o r l d  
f o r  so l o n g  (as  many Alaskan 
cavess are) and not k n w i n g  many 
cavers  we could trust, R i c k  was 
to play a major ro l e  in f u t u r e  
discwery and leadership of the 
month-long Prince of Wales Island 
Expedition I11 ( P W I E  111). 

By t h e  time PCWIE I11 ro l l ed  
a r o u n d ,  t h e  G l a c i e r  Grotto's 
newly-named project  kncwn as the 
Tongass Cave P r o j e c t ,  had 3 4  
members, many i n  the  L o w e r  4 8  
f r o m  t h e  Lechuguilla Proj  ect, 
Some 3000 Eeet of new PMI rope 
would be on hand w i t h  o ther  sup- 
plies such as flagging and survey 
materials. When w e  a l l  met to- 
gether at camp, excitement was 
in tense .  The cooperative cave 
i nven to ry  agreement with t h e  
Forest Service had progressed to 
where our proj  e c t  would receiire 
aid  in the form of hel icopter  and 
fixed-wing support, communica- 
tions, subsistence, and o t h e r  
available facilities. Our con- 
tribution would be detailed cave 
in f  oma tion. 

On the second day, every- 
t h i n g  was in readiness f o r  t h e  
push to r ig ,  explore, and survey 
El Capitan P i t .  A s  the helicopter  
l i f t e d  off with the f i r s t  of us, 
I noticed Jay R o c k w e l l ,  l o n g -  
t h e  Glacier Grotto P r e s i d e n t ,  
s i t t i n g  on t h e  hood of a c a r  
w i t h  this b i g  g r i n  on h i s  face. 
A f t e r  a l l  these years of holding 
the Grotto together without any 
big cave discoveries, Alaska had 
f i n a l l y  made the grade. Unfortu- 
nately, Bob Bas tasz  would not have 
the oppor tuni ty  to drop the p i t ,  
as he was nearly out of time on 

t h e  Is1 and and busy l e a d i n g  expl  o- 
rations and d y e  t r a c i n g  i n v e s t i g a -  
tions in nearby El Capi tan Cave. 

With ten of us encamped in 
a beaut if ul do l ine  meadow R i c k  
had named "Karst C e n t r a l  ", w e  
were in a good position f o r  explo- 
r a t i o n s  i n  several directions 
on the subalpine El Capitan Peak 
k a r s t .  We would funct ion  in t w o  
p a r t i e s .  One, headed by Rick,  
would begin reconnaissance, 
exploration and survey of new 
caves found,  and the other group, 
which I was in, would r i g ,  drop, 
and survey El Capi tan  P i t ,  A£ ter 
completing t h e  s u r v e y  w i t h i n  
reasonable time, the ro les  would 
be reversed, w i t h  Rick's party 
pushing belaw the i n i t i a l ,  s h a f t  
and us working  t h e  k a r s t .  The 
rigging group was Miles Hecker, 
J i m  N i c h o l l s ,  S t e v e  Meier, and 
myself,  

T h e  1000-f oot PMI was rigged 
to three stunted trees on t h e  
o v e r h a n g i n g  s i d e  of the pit, 
and already f ami l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
upper 3 00 Eeet of the drop, 1 
elected t o  go down w i t h  the rope 
to avoid any hangups belcrw. By 
using a 200-foot-long t a i l  rope, 
the others fed out the long end 
as I descended on a six-bar rack. 
After the  entire 800 feet of rope 
w a s  down, 1 s w i t c h e d  over and 
rappelled to about  - 5 0 0  feet, 
freed a hangup, and saw tha t  it 
went down q u i t e  a w a y s  f u r t h e r .  
A£ t e r  ascending to t h e  others, 
w e  left f o r  Karst Central  w i t h  
a l l  in readiness f o r  drop and 
survey. A21 of t he  extra rope 
had been lwesed to be used £or 
drops fur ther  down. About ha l f -  
way to camp I: heard a ye l l  and 
turned to see t h a t  Steve ,  who 
w a s  behind me, had vanished! He 
had f a l l  en into a seven-foot-deep 
aha£ t, which was concealed w i t h  
brush. L u c k i l y ,  it w a s  n o t  a 
deep one and he was only scratched 
and missing his watch ,  which was 
l a t e r  found in the bottom. We 
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