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The A't.askan Caver ISSN 0735-0481 1 I s t h e  i ntermf t t e n t  pub1 i c a t l  on of  the Gl aci er 
Grotto of t h e  N a t 1  onal Spel eol og i  cal Soci ety. (Copy r i  gh t @ 1990 by the GI acl e r  
Grotto.) Mater fa ls  not  copyr ighted by Indiv iduals  or by o t h e r  groups may be 
copied by other NSS Pub1 i c a t i  ons provided c r e d i t  1 s given to author  and Lhe 
W Cavw and a copy 1s sent to the Edi tor ,  Back issues are avadlable  from 
t h e  Presi dent f o r  $1.00 each, Send a r t i  cl  es, 1 e t t e r  s, news f terns, announcements, 
and so for th  d i  rec t ly  t o  the Ed1 t o r  (see be1 owl. O p l  nf ons expressed w l  t h i  n are 
not  necessarily those of T ~ R  Alaskan-, the Glacier  G r o t t o ,  or the NSS, 

h m b b  1 s open t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  I n  A1 askan cave discoveryr exp lora t ion ,  
descr i  p t i  on, ~ u r v e y ,  mappi ng, photagraphy, hydro1 o g y ~  morphol ogyr b4 01 o g y ~  
geology# hl  story, spel eogenesi 5 and ether spel aean processes, consesvat i  on, 
management, adverttures, and the f e l l  owshlp o f  A1 askan cavers, Dues are $7.50 
per year f o r  the  f l r s t  member o f  a mai l ing address and $1.00 f o r  a d d f t i o n a l  
persons a t  the same address, Overseas a t r  mail rquires  an add-itlonal $10.00, 

Rues a r e  due on January 1 and are sent t o  the Treasurer (see be1 wl w f  t h  t h e  
appllcatfon/renewal form. Those paying f o r  the f i r s t  time after October 1 will 
be considered pad d up for  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year. The year through which each 
member i s  paid i s  i n d i c a t e d  on the mail ing l a b e l .  Meetlngs are c a l l e d  t o  plan and 
report  on t r i p s  or other special events; anyone wanting to have a meetlng f o r  
any reason should n o t i f y  the President, Vfce President o r  a Memberat-Large. 

Mfim Name Address S t  Z ip  
Preslderrt 3 RWell ,  J r  2 W h o r y S t  AnchorageAK99508 
VlcsPres DavidMMoll POBox82044  Fa1 rhnks AK 9701  
Acting5ecJimNicholls P O B o x 5 5 4  Cl ear AK 99507 
Treasurer San Dunaway 3440 W 86th Eh Aw Anchorage AK 99502 
k m b  a t  t g  Tun Hal 1 inan 1617 Wol verf re Dr Fa1 rbanks AK -709 
M b  a t  t g  k v f n  A1 1 red  P 0 Box 376 Maims AK99827 
Ed1 tor C u w i n M z l e r  POBox100738 A n c h o r a g e M 9 5 1 0  
Asst Ed W Harvey Bwers 3& S Bart1 ett Cr W as1 1 I a PX 99687 
W Reg Rep W e  Kl inger P 0 Box 537 Leav rm rth W A 98826 
Progran Ch P King & R Mays 18U Bannister S t  Anchorage AK 99508 

Hane Wwk 
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474-0104 5856213 
24-7 762-217 1 
4 7 w m 4  479-7454 
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* Messages may $e announced t o  Kevin dal ly  v i a  radto statlm WNS a t  (9073 765-2020 
The area code for Dave Kl jnger I n  Leavenworth, Wash1 ngton i s  (509) (both nunbers) 

Cwer : V i  err f ran a cave f n Egg Harborr on Coronatl  on Is1 andr A1 aska, 1  ooking 
north t o  K u i  u Is1 and. Photo by Steve Lewi sr 1988, A r t 4  cl e found en page 6. 
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No Shopping Bere 
by Don Hampton 

Cave. T h e  name s t r i k e s  
t e r r o r  into unsuspecting by- 
standers near the scene of action. 
The yawning hole ,  f u l l  of mystex- 
i e s ,  makes t h e  hair on t h e i r  
necks  crawl and creep, as do t h e  
little w h i t e  and pink t h ings  tha t  
1 i v e  in these voids .  T h e  thought 
of e n t e r i n g  a cave i s  fo re ign  t o  
most people. There probably isn' t 
any air in there, and cer ta inly  
no l i g h t  and w h a t  would we do? 

Can you s h o p  in a c a v e ?  
That  seems to be the most pres s ing  
q u e s t i o n .  NO! That seems to be 
t h e  overwhelming answer. Sure, 
there i s  Carlsbad, but w h a t  i s  
Carlsbad but t h e  Disney version 
of caving, One can animate caving 
w i t h  paved trails, and telephones 
giving cute explanations in four 
or mare languages, i n c l u d i n g  ado- 
lescent. What is the big rom of 
C a r l  sbad or any other cavern, but 
a na tu ra l  mall? I've nwer been 
to Wind, or Crystal, but they're 
all the same. I can see the 
handrails, the switches for the 
light power, the asphalt trails 
with OSHA stripes so  t ha t  we can 
w a l k  by and see "nature", b u t  not 
have t o  r e a l l y  touch it. I can 
hear the in te rpre te rs  assuming we 

have t h e  understanding of sixth 
graders, while we fulfill the 
prophesy: we react i n  kind. 

Y e s ,  one can  "popu la r i ze"  
caves and caving, b u t  w h a t  do WP 
g a i n .  T h e  caves become f r e a k  
s h o w s ,  l i k e  s e e i n g  bears  i n  
Yellawstone, sitting by the side 
of the  f o u r  l a n e  highway, squat- 
t i n g  on t h e i r  hind legs begging 
for the hot-dog buns and potato 
chips. T h e  caves become the 
exception, no t  the ru le .  The 
rule becomes parking lots, i n t e r -  
sections w i t h  hot angry people 
in h o t  cars ,  t h i n k i n g  t h e  t h i r t y  
seconds they  have to sit w a i t i n g  
an e t e r n i t y .  The r u l e  becomes 
roads; a labyrinth with the Mino- 
t a u r  waiting p a t i e n t l y  at i t s  
heart, 

And t h e  r u l e  so much becomes 
t h e  ru le ,  t h a t  w e  wonder w h y  we 
keep the  exceptions. L i f e  is so 
much simpler when there is only 
the rule and not the exception. 
Sure, we'll keep the zoos and 
parks, because t he r e  peopl e can 
see h o w  it was. But we don't 
need it any more. Who needs to 
go into the woods when we can 
shop? Who wants to go into those 
caves anyway? They Y e  so d i r t y  ! 

Members in the N e w s  (Contributions i nv i t ed )  

a William R, Halliday? 1989 William R, Halliday's 1989 
a r t i c l e ,  '"peeheophila t e l y  article, " J u l y  1989 Mount 
i n  E a s t  A s i a 1 \  appeared i n  St. H e 1  e n s  P s e u d o k a r s t  
T h e  SpeLeo Stamp Collector Studies",  appeared l a s t  J u l y  
32:21-24, in Speleoqsaph 25 ( 7 )  :79-81, 

W i l l i a m  R. Halliday's 1989 * W i l l  iam R ,  Wall iday' s 1989 
ar t ic le ,  "Field T r i p  Report article, "The  Big I s l a n d ,  
--The Big Island of H a w a i i  H a w a i i " ,  C a s c a d e  Caver 
in June 1 9 8 g n ,  appeared in 2819-30):61, mentions Kevin 
l a s t  June's i ssue  of Speleo-  Allred's v i s i t  to Apua Cave 
graph 2 5  ( 6 )  :71-75. ten years ago, 
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January 22, 1990 

Dear Concerned Citizen: 

f would l i k e  a few minutes of your time to t e l l  you a story 
about us ing  one of the world's seven wonders as a toilet. Approx- 
imate ly  700 Kentuckians with the h e l p  of around 2 m i l l i o n  tourists 
and s t a t e  and federal bureaucrats are in effect us ing  the  caves 
underlying Mammoth C a v e  National Park as a sewer system, A s  the 
person charged with the responsibility of keeping this from hap- 
pening, I desperately need your h e l p  to convince government o f f i -  
cials to cut  through t h e  red tape and provide t h e  funding neces- 
sary to build an adequate s e w e r  system. 

Although the town of Park C i t y  and many tourists w h o  visit 
the area are f l u s h i n g  t o i l e t s  d a i l y  into t h e  underground system of 
streams and caves which are part of t h e  longes t  cave system on 
earth, the National Park Service claims to be unable to spend 
money to protect itself outside t h e  Park boundary, Park City is 
too poor to b u i l d  a treatment f a c i l i t y  by itself. Two nearby 
towns, Horse Cave and Gave City, are already paying proportionally 
more than the i r  fair share for a sewage treatment f a c i l i t y  built 
specifically to handle additional wastes f r o m  Park City and 
M a m m o t h  Cave National Park. 

National Park Service  lands belong to a l l  A m e r i c a n s .  The 
National Park Serv ice  has a mandate to protect our parks "by such 
means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future 
generations ( 1 6  USC 1). It is shameful t h a t  they  must be dragged 
k i c k i n g  and screaming down the road towards protecting the natural 
resource which makes the Park famous. It is equally d i s g r a c e f u l  
that other federal agencies and the  State of Kentucky have n o t  
stepped forward to solve this problem! 

If you're as mad as I a m  about t h i s ,  please c a l l ,  write, or FAX 
any or all of t h e  federal and s t a t e  of f i c ia l s  listed on the  other 
side of this s h e e t .  Tell them you w a n t  them to do something about 
the sewage problem at Hammoth C a v e  National Park. (Please send a 
copy of your carrespondence to: ACCA, P.O. BOX 4 0 9 ,  Horse Cave, 
Kentucky 42749 ) 

P l e a s e  p i c k  up the phone or w r i t e  a letter HOW while you are still 
angry! W e  can fight City H a l l  if everyone does their past! 

Ed C'ouncill ,  General ~anager  
caveland Sanitation Authority, Inc .  
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PLEASE CONTACT THESE 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TO LET THEM WOW YOU 
CARE ! 

Secretary Manuel Lu jan, Jr. 
Department of the Interior 
18th & C Streets,  N . W .  
Washington, D.C. 20240 
Phone (202) 343-7351 

Governor Wallace G. W i l  kinson 
State Capitol 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Phone ( 5 0 2 )  564-2611 
FAX ( 5 0 2 3  564-2735 

William K. R e i l l y  
Enw ironmental Protection Agency 
401 H Street* S - W .  
Washington, D.C. 20460 
Phone ( 2 0 2 )  382-2090 

The preceding le t te r  and cartoon are reprinted as received as 

A W B L I  C SERVICE ANNOUNCEMXNT SPONSORED BY 
THE AMERICAN CAVE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

and f u r t h e r  information can be ob ta ined  through contacting them v ia  

American Cave Conservation Association 
P. 0, Box 409 

Horse C a v e ,  Kentucky 4 2 7 4 9  
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Spring 1989 Explorations on Coronation Island 
by Don Hampton 

w i t h  h e l p  f rom Steve  L e w i s  and Anne Ruggles  

Seventy m i l e s  SSE of Sitka 
and s w e n t y  m i l e s  SW of Peters- 
burg, Coronation I s l a n d  is the  
f i r s t  place to m e e t  whatever 
weather  the  Gulf  of A l a s k a  sends 
toward SE Alaska.  Recent ly  des- 
i g n a t e d  as w i l d e r n e s s ,  it: h a s  
never been commercially logged, 
a1 though miners supposedly u s e d  
many trees on P i n  Peak f o r  t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s  in t he  1920's. In 
i t s  area of 2 8  squa re  m i l e s ,  
Coronation I s l and  has no perma- 
nent  human inhabitants, 

B u t  Coronation Island does 
have deer, In f a c t ,  t h e y  are t h e  
o n l y  large t e r r e s t r i a l  mammals 
on t h e  island. Steve L e w i s  a n d  
Karen FLatau spent the s m e r  of 
1988 and w i n t e r / s p r i n g  of 1989 
s t u d y i n g  the deer. While inves- 
t i g a t i n g  deer habitat, they v e r i -  
f i e d  that  much of the island was 
1 imestone and did indeed  show 
s i g n s  of caves, They even cata- 
logued q u i t e  a f e w  interesting 
h o l e s ,  sinks, p i t s ,  a n d  y e s ,  
caves, B u t  there was not enough 
time for exploration. 

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s e a s o n ,  
Steve and Karen c o n t a c t e d  Anne 
R u g g l e s  a n d  Don Hampton, of  
Fairbanks, about a possible 
joint exploratory v e n t u r e  in the 
s p r i n g  of 1989. Anne and Don 
contacted Paulette S t r u c h a n ,  of 
Fairbanks, and C u r t  B l a c k ,  of 
Austin, Texas, (formerly a m e m b e r  
of the  Cascade Grotto) , Plans  
w e r e  m a d e  f o r  a l a t e  May meeting 
on Coronation Island. 

Trip Log 

[~ditor's Note: Steve and Karen 
are already on Coronation Island: 
this Don" account of events  as 
he and Anne t ravel  from Fairbanks 
to Coronation Island, with C u r t  
and Paule t t e  close beh ind ,  and 

as t h e y  a l l  explore t h e  island 
together in search of caves. 1 

Flay 26  
The packs  and caving gear 

w e r e  p r e p a r e d  and  loaded  into 
t h e  c a r s ,  and we l e f t  b r i g h t  
and ear ly  a t  10:30 am. Clear, 
sunny weather and moderate i n t e -  
r i o r  temperatures smiled on our 
caravzn, as we m a d e  good time u p  
to t he  Canadian Border, 

May 27 
More d r iv ing .  

Yay 2 8  
This w a s  t h e  f i n a l  day of 

the road trip. W e  crossed t h e  
pass back into t he  U , S , ,  or at 
l e a s t  Alaska, We hit Haines and 
Haines did not notice. At 7 :30  
pm we boarded the Alaska S t a t e  
F e r r y  System's MV Taku, en rou te  
to Petersburg.  

May 29 
1% m o t  s u r e  t h a t  Peters- 

burg w a s  ready for us. Anyway, 
it was Memorial Day a n d  a big 
f i s h i n g  derby w a s  going on. We 
called our contact f o r  airplane 
f l i g h t s  and  d iscovered  that he 
had been up s i n c e  3:00 am, fish- 
ing .  He did n o t  l o o k  too l i v e l y ,  
and said t ha t  Coronation I s l a n d  
was socked i n  by fog,  w e n  though 
Petersburg was sunny, From his 
shcw of energy, w e  decided t h a t  
w a s  not so bad; w e  d idn '  t need 
our p i l o t  f a l l i n g  asleep f i f t y  
m i l e s  ou t .  He of f e r ed  the  use  
of his hangar f o r  sl eeping accom- 
modations. 

An exploration of Petersburg 
revealed ravens, that  sound l i k e  
c h i c k e n s ,  s i t t i n g  in t h e  b i g  
Sitka spruce  trees a l o n g  the 
road. And, Wow! T h e r e  are bald 
eagles all along the shore. 
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She Devil 's H e l l  Hole, Coronation Island. Photo by Steve L e w i s .  

May 30  
T h e  t h i r t i e t h  dawns foggy, 

cloudy, and d r i z z l y .  W e  res igned 
ourselves to more exploration 
and a v i s i t  to t h e  library f o r  
much non- t echn ica l  read ing ,  W e  
e a t  a freeze-dried meal on the  
p i e r  of the s t a t e  f e r r y ,  a n d  
s log off  to Butch's hangzr f o r  
another night .  

May 31 
More w a i t i n g .  

June 1 
It looks  t h e  same a s  the 

day be£ o r e ,  and in an e a r l y  
morning meeting w i t h  Kermit, t h e  
Forest Service dispatches who is 
i n  dai ly  contact w i t h  Stwe  and 
Karen, who are already on the 

island, it sounds the  same, But 
at about 1 0 ~ 3 0  am, we happen to 
s e e  Butch driving a round .  He 
says that Coronation looks good. 
So Anne and I r ide  back to the 
hangar ,  Get  w h a t  w e  need, and 
p i l e  into the plane,  

W e  were c i r c l i n g  Egg Harbor 
in about an hour, w i t h  B u t c h  
sounding pessimistic about Pand- 
ing  due  to a s w e l l  coming in off 
t h e  open ocean. After  c i r c l i ~ g  
a n d  t a l k i n g  t o  S t e v e ,  Butch 
found  a spot where the s w e l l  was 
smaller, and in w e  came, skipping 
wer a s m a l l  po in t .  Steve came 
to m e e t  t h e  plane i n  the Zodiak,  
A £  ter l o a d i n g  a f e w  items no 
1 onger needed f o r  deer s tudies ,  
B u t c h  took off to get C u r t  and 
Paule t te .  
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M e a n w h i l e ,  Anne and I found 
cookies m a g i c a l l y  a p p e a r i n g  
i n  the small cabin at t h e  head 
of Egg Harbor, In a n o t h e r  t w o  
hours P a u l e t t e  and C u r t  were 
safely de l  ivered to Corona tion 
Island. (This was when it final- 
ly h i t  me; w e  w e r e  on a deser t  
i s l a n d .  It was n o t  very  much 
removed f ran the s tor ies  in the 
books l i k e  Treasure  Island. 
The l a s t  b i t  of sound f r o m  t h e  
Cessna rwerberated off P i n  Peak, 
and then all that could be heard 
w e r e  the waves lapping on the 
gravel b e a c h  and the grouse 
drumming in t he  dark f o r e s t .  
I real ized tha t  this was it. If 
I wanted company, it is in the 
little cabin where the chocolate- 
chip cookies  were smelling so 
nice.  Other  than t h a t ,  I was 
a l l  alone, It w a s  both exci t ing 
and a 1 i t t l e  sobering. ) 

We had a rope practice j u s t  
to get  everyone back on t rack .  
Then w e  made plans f o r  the next 
day, a n d  t r i ed  to get  to bed 
'early1. A t  midnight we still 
had plenty of th ings  to do: but 
somehow they got done. 

J u n e  2 
A n o t h e r  b r i g h t  and e a r l y  

morning, and w e  s e t  off  for one 
of t he  cave - r i ch  r e g i o n s ,  t he  
c l o s e s t  of which  was s e v e r a l  
m i l e s  f r o m  the cabin. Steve and 
P a u l e t t e  t r a n s p o r t e d  gear v i a  
Z o d i a c  to A a t s  Bay w h i l e  t h e  
rest of us s lung  on caving equip- 
m e n t  f o r  t he  h i k e  up to A a t s  
Pass .  In about  t w o  h o u r s  o u r  
two parties met a g a i n ,  at the 
muskeg on top of Aats Pass,  and 
took a short break. Steve and 
Karen had found severa l  n i c e  
s i n k s  j u s t  to t h e  w e s t  of t he  
pass. 

All made it to t h e  f i r s t  
promising p i t ,  a n d  S t e v e  and  
Curt d e c i d e  to g i v e  i t  a try 
w h i l e  the rest of us continued 
d w n  t h e  r av ine  running almost  

due  w e s t  of the muskeg, This 
f i r s t  cave ,  l a t e r  called G r e t e  
Hole,  consisted of one main 
e n t r a n c e  r o o m  a f t e r  a t h i r t y -  
foot s lop ing  entrance. A north-  
south passage, three fee t  by f o u r  
f e e t ,  ang led  down to a rubble 
choke. Several tight or steep, 
unprotec ted  upward-leading 1 i n e s  
w e r e  l e f t  f o r  another  day. A 
hole dropping through the f l o o r  
i n t o  a s m a l l  room required too 
much digging for  Curt, and af ter  
a very quick s k e t c h ,  they exited. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the  
us found a l a r g e  s i n k  about a 
hundred yards down the ravine, 
w h e r e  several enticing holes 
called. The whole ravine ended 
a b r u p t l y  in a conica l  s i n k  about 
f i f t y  f e e t  across. The  s m a l l  
stream t h a t  had reappeared same 
tens of yards up the  ravine ran 
i n t o  a v e r t i c a l  p i t  of substan-  
tial depth. I dropped a rock 
and m a d e  an estimate of f o r t y  
feet .  South of this and up t h e  
slope of the inverted cone, an- 
other pit angled back and tied in 
to t h e  f i r s t  about 25 feet down, 

Anne was scrambl ing on the 
western s l o p e  of the sink and 
found t w o  i n t e r e s t i n g  h o l e s .  
She l i t  h e r  lamp.  The  one to 
t h e  n o r t h  pinched a f t e r  a b o u t  
f i f t e e n  f e e t ,  but t h e  sou the rn  
one did not. Still in voice 
contact, she found t h a t  a£ ter 2 5  
f e e t  t h e  passage made a sharp  
' 2 '  into a larger room. Paulet te  
and I soon followed. We found a 
l a r g e  s l o p i n g  room t h a t ,  f r o m  
t h e  entrance f i s s u r e ,  s l o p e d  
up muddily to the nor th ,  and to 
t h e  southwest  i n t o  a mud-bottomed 
hole.  A f t e r  exploring both ends, 
w e  found no m o r e  1 eads. T h e  
m o s t  prominent f ea tu re s  w e r e  t h e  
l o n g  soda s t r a w s ,  nearly fifteen 
feet above t h e  f l o o r ,  which 
became the namesake of t h i s  f u n  
1 i t t l e  cave, Last Straw.  

A f t e r  coming back out, the  
p i t  s t i l l  b e c k o n e d .  It had 
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earned the name of P r o m i s e  P i t .  
Steve a n d  Curt soon appeared  
w i t h  ropes and slings and t h e  
p i t  was rigged around a three- 
f oot-diameter windf a l l e n  hemlock. 
Steve dropped the p i t  and con- 
firmed that t h e  other pit d i d  
j o i n  about 25 feet down. I 
followed, and a£ ter both w e r e  
down, Anne l o w e r e d  the tape a 
healthy swenty feet .  A passage 
Leading nor th  s p l i t  into an upper 
and lower passage, both leading 
west. The lmer s l ipped under a 
l o w  overhang into a f ive-foot by 
f ive-foot  room tha t  had no exits 
at all. The upper passage s w e p t  
around on a muddy slope and up 
over an eight-inch-high mud- 
covered wall into more passage. 
There was large breakdown mixed 
into t he  muddy f l o o r ,  b u t  no 
apparent exits from this section. 
However, as w e  headed back out, 
I: stuck my foo t  through a h o l e  
i n  the f loor  t h a t  we thought was 
solid. This r e v e a l e d  a s m a l l  
opening i n t o  which an arm could 
f i t  up to the shoulder, 

Frm this, and from s i g n s  
of very high water i n  the cave, 
i t  i s  thought t h a t  the cave is 
s u b j e c t  to f r e q u e n t  f l o o d i n g .  
Perhaps  exploration a£ t e r  t h e  
next rnaj or rain will reveal a 
t o t a i l y  different cave .  T h e  
floors did not seem l i k e  t h e  
' t r u e '  f k o o r s ,  and t h e s e  m a y  be 
more cave be1 ow, A£ t er ascending, 
a new name was proposed-- ( F a 1  se) 
Promise Pi t ,  i n  which the Fa1 se 
maybe could be removed same day. 

A search f u r t h e r  down t h e  
ravine revealed a few small holes, 
but no leads. In the sinking 
sun, a few naps w e r e  taken; but 
Karen, S t w e ,  and Anne set o u t  to 
explore same s i n k s  close to the 
muskeg .  They f ound  t w o  v e r y  
promising leads. The f i rs t  en- 
tered a passage where a stream 
could be heard. A t ight  squeeze 
through sharp 1 imestone was ha1 ted 
by a large rock beyond which the 

passage seemed to open up and f a l l  
tward t he  sound of the stream. 
T h w a r t e d ,  they returned to the 
top .  This cave w a s  g iven  the 
name Rock B l o c k .  P r y  bars and 
strong backs may allow a future 
party to grea t ly  extend t h i s  lead. 

Aat -To-Go Cave was another  
squeeze through sharp 1 imestone. 
B r i d g i n g  a n d  c h i m n e y i n g  down 
drops ,  Anne and Steve  heard a 
stream far below,  T h e  ever- 
growing  sound  of runn ing  w a t e r  
and a £if teen-foot  drop into a 
smal l  room w i t h  more passage 
angl ing back under were enticing. 
W i t h  no rope and darkness q u i c k l y  
approaching outs ide ,  we had to 
leave t h i s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Hopes 
are h igh  that Aat-To-Go and Rock 
Block will be connected on the 
next Corona ti on I s l and  expedi- 
tion, and the  stream may offer a 
passage to greater things.  

That w a s  the end of cave 
exploration for the day. The 
party loped down t h e  hill and 
found t h e  Z o d i a k  on the beach 
s a f e  and sound. Two shuttles 
were sufficient to deliver a l l  
to the  camp s i t e  at t h e  head of 
A a t s  Bay. 

June 3 
S t e v e  and K a r e n  had t w o  

object ives  f o r  t h e  next two days. 
They still had some plants to 
collect near Needle Peak, t h e  
t o p  of the i s l a n d ,  and t h e r e  
w e r e  several holes  t o  check o u t .  
It is just over a mile as the 
crow f i les  from Aats Bay to the  
ridge near Needle Peak. Hcrwever, 
it i n v o l v e s  a c l i m b  of nearly 
1800 feet, While S t w e  and Karen 
had been doing s i m i l a r  things 
almost d a i l y  f o r  f o u r  m o n t h s ,  
o the r s  had been s i t t i n g  in of- 
f i c e s  i n  t h e  f l a t  lands,  C u r t  
volunteered to k e e p  an e y e  on 
camp, and w i t h  some trepidation 
Anne, Paulette ,  and I decided 
to try the  climb. A l i t t l e  a£ ter 
noon, w e  found  ourselves 1 ooking 
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over the eas t  side of Coronation 
toward P r i n c e  of Wakes I s l a n d  
in the distance. W e  a t e  a quick 
l unch  on the edge of a yawning 
pit below several acres of R i l l e n -  
kasren. The p i t  w a s  n o t  quite 
v e r t i c a l ,  and had two s t e p s ,  the  
f i r s t  at 25 f e e t  and the  next at 
s i x t y  or so. Steve  r a p p e l l e d  
f ir st, f 011 owed by Anne and Karen. 
S t w e  w e n t  a11 t h e  w a y  to t h e  
bottom. T h e  total distance f rm 
the lip to where he stopped w a s  
j u s t  over ninety  f e e t ,  It was  
not a pleasant  p i t ,  due to very 
loose w a l l s  and loose scree on the 
steps. Rubble choked the lmer 
passage.  In honor of Karen's 
nickname, the  p i t  was given the  
name She-Devi1"s H e l l  Hole, espe- 
c i a l l y  appropr ia te  in l i g h t  of 
i t s  ill-tempered nature .  

N o t  f a r  f r o m  She-Devil's 
H e l l  Hole, several sinks w e r e  
found w i t h  no l eads  in any  of 
t h e m .  We m o v e d  to the  vegetation 
t r ansec t ,  where a cursory search 
of the  area showed no caves, but 
a lot of snow. Many sinks dot 
t h e  Needle Peak area and most of 
the prime areas w e r e  s t i l l  snow- 
covered. 

A f t e r  a q u i c k  t r i p  to t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  of N e e d l e  Peak  to 
l o o k  out o v e r  Windy Bay, w e  
headed back down the scree slopes 
to camp. Several ra tholes  under 
a large limestone werhang were 
de l ive r ing  large amounts of cool 
air, but time d i d  not allm f o r  
exp lo ra t ion ,  A t  camp, C u r t  w a s  
wai t ing  w i t h  a hot meal. Even 
the 1 umpie st ground f el t sof t 
w h a t  n ight .  

June 4 
W i t h  one m o r e  survey to run 

on t he  top of t h e  island, another  
climb began a£ ter b r e a k £  ast. 
This time a par ty  of f o u r  made 
the trek- -S  twe,  Karen, Anne, and 
myself. S t e v e  showed Anne and I 
an in teres t ing  h o l e  t h a t  Karen 
had found earlier. W h i l e  Stwe 

and Karen worked,  Anne and  I 
explored.  

Sl i d i n g  down t h e  muddy slope 
to t h e  small h o l e ,  I saw no 
e n d .  We rigged a rope. T h e  
passage was a t  a n  a n g l e  (seventy 
t o  eighty degrees) a1 t e r n a t i n g  
b e t w e e n  vertical and steps  of 
scree and mud. I dropped f irst, 
and a f t e r  three of these steps 
entered a larger room and dropped 
about f if teen feet  to the scree 
f loor .  T h e  room measured t w e n t y  
to 2 5  fee t  in t h e  d i r ec t ion  of 
the passage, and about s i x  Eeet 
across. T h e  main c e i l i n g  was  
twenty t o  2 5  feet high, with t w o  
chimneys t h a t  went much f u r t h e r .  
The  depth w a s  measured as 8 4  feet 
f rom t h e  l i p  to the very bottom 
of the room. Mud S l i d e  Pit w a s  
the h i g h l y - o r i g i n a l  name given  
th i s  p i t .  

A f t e r  r e g r o u p i n g ,  w e  re- 
t u r n e d  to camp by means of a 
traverse below Needle  Peak .  Our 
progress was commented on by a 
p a i r  of red-tailed hawks  playing 
on t h e  c l i f f s  above. C a m p  w a s  
s t r u c k  and Steve p i lo ted  three 
f og-bound tr ips to t h e  cabin  at 
E g g  Harbor as dark approached. 

June 5 
This w a s  t o  be t h e  day t ha t  

w e  f o u r  v i s i t o r s  were to f l y  
back to P e t e r s b u r g ,  b u t  g a l e  
f o r c e  w i n d s  b l o w i n g  into Egg 
Harbor l i f  tea  a s w e l l  t h a t  made 
f l o a t  plane landing impossible .  
A s h o r t  t r i p  to t h e  l i t t o r a l  
c a v e s  in Egg Harbor e n s u e d .  
These caves are roomy but shor t  
and have been impacted by fisher- 
men and miners, some of whom 
apparently l i v e d  in one w h i l e  
working the deposits on P i n  Peak 
early in the century. Tradition 
has i t  that n a t i v e s  u s e d  t h e  
caves  f o r  w a i t i n g  o u t  s t o rms  
when they came out to Coronation 
and the Hazy Islands to col lec t  
sea b i r d  eggs .  There is a l a rge  
amount of air blowing o u t  of a 

page 10 The Alaskan Caver V o l u m e  10 Number 3 June 1990 



small hole a t  the back of one of 
these caves, w h i c h  may w a r r a n t  
some d i g g i n g ,  A n o t h e r  has a 
spectacular  chimney f u l l  of deco- 
r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  has t h e  r emains  
of an old home-built ladder still 
s t u c k  i n  the muddy slope leading 
to i t .  

June 6 
A n o t h e r  day o f  w i n d  and 

c lear  s k i e s ,  but no l o n g  t r i p s  
w e r e  possible  since the weather 
might break at any time. Short  
t r i p s  to A l i k u l a  B a y  and Seal 
Cove w e r e  interspersed with cul i -  
nary delights such a s  a Karen 
  la tau ~ o s i o n  c r e a m  pie .  

June 7 
On t h e  morning of the sev- 

enth, S t w e  f ina l ly  decided tha t  
the plane could  land. Of course 
Murphy's Law d e c r e e d  that it 
would  be l a w  tide, and w e  slogged 
out the  l o n g  mud f l a t s  with a 
mountain of caving and s c i e n t i f i c  
gear, f l ood ing  our gum boots as 
w e  loaded the  Beaver, Two trips 
w e r e  sufficient to get all people 
and t h e  mountain of gear to 
Petersburg, w h e r e  w e  w a i t e d  
another two days f o r  t h e  ferry. 
A t r i p  w i t h  a boat-owning f siend 
to see t h e  seals  pupping on the 
i c e  in LeConte Bay made this wait 
s e e m  w o r t h w h i l e .  

A s  for the cave s i t u a t i o n  on 
Coronation Island, Steve will t e l l  
anyone that w e  barely scratched 
the surface.  The h i l l s  south of 
Windy Bay are a S w i s s  cheese of 
s i n k s ,  and holes abound w e s t  of 
P i n  Peak. An e x c i t i n g  lead awai ts  
nea r  G i s h  Bay, and  A a t - T o - G o  
Cave b e c k o n s  f r o m  Aats Pass. 
The area sautb of Needle Peak is 
f u l l  of sinks f rom summit to sea, 

T h e  caves are appea l ing ,  
but t h e  even b i g g e r  attraction 
i s  Corona tion I s l a n d  i t s e l f .  
Time has purged t he  m e m o r y  of 
sore legs  and maybe our l u c k  in 
having really nice weather has 
given me false  impressions. But 
I have never f el t the exhi larat ion 
of the astounding solitude and 
w i l d n e s s  of a place b i k e  Corona- 
tion Is land ever before. It is 
n i c e  to know t h e r e  are still 
s o m e  p laces  l ike this, even though 
they seem to be vanishing quickly .  
One hopes t h a t  there w i l l  always 
be places like i t ,  

and a l l  t h e  h i g h  c o u n t r y  h a s  
great poten t i a l .  The south and Karen F l a t a u  entering 
w e s t  coasts  abound with sea caves, She Devil ' s  H e l l  Hole, 
many containing colonies of puf- Coronation Island. 
f i n s ,  rnurres, or  cormorants. Photo by Steve L e w i s .  
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Grotto Patches Available 

Designed by C a r l e n e  
A l l  red and p r o d u c e d  by 
Sharon Dunaway, a s s i s t e d  
by L i z  R o c k w e l l ,  some of 
the a t t r a c t i v e  G l a c i e r  
Gro t to  pa t ches  a r e  still 
available. A copy of one 
appears belaw a copy of an 
NSS patch j u s t  to the left, 
T h e  Glacier G r o t t o  patches 
c o s t  $ 5  each  p o s t p a i d ,  
and may be ordered. f ran: 

Ms. Sharon Dunaway 
3440 w 86th Ave 8 8  
Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 2  

C h e c k s  or m o n e y  o r d e r s  
s h o u l d  be made out to 
" G l a c i e r  Grottof\ B u t  
h u r r y ,  as s u p p l i e s  are 
1 irnited and the  p a t c h e s  
are going f a s t .  

Glacier G r o t t o  
2944  Emory Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4466  

Address Correc ti en Requested 
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