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As you leave it is a good idea to give the rancher something mare 
than just a handshake and a hearty "Thank You" - alth0ugh this is 
usually enough. Caving entails some give and take between you and 
the owner. �Y�.�:�~�u� have just had a rather pleasant day of caving at 
his expense. So you shold try to return the favor with s0me small 
token of gratitude- a letter of appreciation 'H some pictures at 
a Jater date. The general i dea is to make sure they get something 
from your activi ties - a verbal 0r written report, a map, etc. 

Try to convey the impression that you are d')ing this for more 
than just "sport" or "fun". Alth0ugh science and technol1gy are not 
held in as high �e�s�t�~�e�m� as they were several years ag,, you can still 
make yourself Jo0k pretty go0d by expressing your i nterest as being 
at least partly scientific. 

An advance notice to the landowner is the f')rm of a letter or 
phone call is a go1d practj ce. Thjs shows that y ou �d�:�~� not take 
his permission for granted and it might spare you the agony of 
not finding the owner at home when you do go to the property. 
It will only take one or two frustrated cave trips to drive home the 
benefits of advance notif i cation. This administrativ e acti vity 
is one of the least appealing aspects of caving, but i t i s really 
one of the most i mportant. 

If you would like a return tr i p to the cave, �d�r�:�~�p� a few h i nts about 
it. These hints might be one of the following: 

(1) You noticed some passages that weren't on the 
map 

(2) You saw some vi rgin leads that �s�h�:�~�u�l�d� be checked 
further. 

(3) You want to "phot1graphically document the cave, 
i.e., take some p i ctures. (you'll give him some) 

(4) You didn't finish the map (you'll give him one) 
(5) You just ran out of time. 

You can use your own imagination to think up other reasons. The 
best time to drop hints about future trips i s when you taJk to 
the rancher as you leave the cave. 

Many things have been left unsaid because they are so obvious 
that they are hardly worth mentioning. For one thing, clJse all 
gates to and from the cave that were cl')sed to �~�e�g�i�n� with. If 
there's brush or a pile of rocks over the cave �e�n�t�r�a�n�c�e�~� make 
sure you put it back on when you leave. Avoid trashing or littering 
up the area in or out of the cave. If there is garbage already there, 
remove it. Make sure you talk to the rancher both before and after 
you leave the cave. Operate on the assumption that he will check 
up on you after you leave and proceed accordingly. 

In your deali ngs with the Jandowner, be businesslike and 
professi onal without bei ng aloJf. Be friendly , but d0n't keep 
him from his work. Above all, be grateful ..... . 

Mike Feltz, President. St. Mary 1 s 
Dr. Preston.-Knodell, Jr., Moderator 
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Adventure 
by Rod Crowder 

Below me lay a vertical dr~p of over 350 feet and ·from where I 
stoo d a gai n st the limest 0 ne cliff, I had already rapeJled a go ~ d 

200 feet. The cr i tical time was on hand. Although I c 1uld n0t see 
it, I knew the opening to the cave was about th i rty feet bel0w me. 
To enter the opening, I would have to jump out as far as I c ~ uld and 
let the rope run free thro ug my brake bars so that o n the i nward 
sw i ng I wo uld glide d0wn and into the cave. As I hesitated, a bead 
of sweat crawled down fr0m my forehead and off of my cheek. I 
watched it as it disappeared below. I pushed out hard and let the 
rope tension go · slack. Out like a pendulum I swung and my brake 
bars sang loudly as the rope raced through them. 

It was the fall of 1970. My go0d friend Elbert Bassham and I 
had met at the small Texas town of Sierra Blanca from where we would 
enter the Sierra Diableo Mountain Rqnge to search for caves. We were 
well equ ipped with over one-tho u sand feet of g o ldline c1 i mb i ng r~pe, 

hard hats , and other equipment for vert i ca l expl 0 ration. Elbert 
was accompanied by two frie n ds from El Paso who ass i sted with the 
work. 

Our decis i on to go to the great cliff area was prompted by a lack 
of success in oth~r areas of t he region. We had observed the many 
openings in the cliff walls. I t appeared wort h whi Je t 0 go and exp lo re; 
to see if these massive l i me s t 0 ne cl i ffs he l d passages to large caverns. 
By these circumstances, we fo und •J ursel ves high in the Sierra Diabl ·Js 
for what wo u ld be a memorable cav i ng adventure. 

Our plan was simple. One of us w~uld dr0p down the c J iff face 
and enter as many open i ngs as poss i b l e. We selected an area across 
the cliff where we could place a radio man. On t ~ p, we left another 
radio and set up a belay ass i st f0r the descent. 

Both Elbert and I wanted to g 0 f i rst, but I won the t,ss and 
fastened myself i nto my harne ss . I u sed a pair of brake bars on the 
d~scent. When I attempt the cany,n walls aga i n, I wil l use only 0 ne 
brake bar for the sake of speed and ease of hand l ing. 

I hoo ked i nto the rope. Elbert snapped my p i cture. As one wh~ 
had taken cav i ng up onl y six years pr i or, I was b 0 th anxi0us and 
excited. 

As I dropped, my rope whizzed through the brake bars. My Janding 
in the ca ve fl 00 r was smooth and r i ght on target. My radio picked 
up congratulat i ons. For a m0ment, I st o od like a statue before re­
leasing the bela y and pulling the 
r0pe i n. For safety, I t i ed the r o pe to a stubby stalagm i te. I 
then rad i oed f 0 r Elbert to come on down. 

Elbert's descent was swift and sk i llfu l . I hoisted h i m in and 
he stepped ont0 the flo,r 0 f the ~ave. From ab~ ve, radio messages 
reported a storm. Elbert turned and looked at the foot of the cave. 
As he did, my attent i on was drawn t0 ~ ur few fo , tpr i nts in the soft 
guano. F0r a moment, we were s i lent. Both 0f us rea1i7ed that our 
tracks were the first human prints i n the cave that had overl ~~ked 


