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Public Option
Appears Dead,
But Health Care
Still Alive,
Lawmakers Say

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Despite grave concerns that
President Obama’s plans for
health care might have been
killed by the election of
Republican Scott Brown to fill
the former Senate seat of the late
Ted Kennedy, leading members
of the Congressional Black
Caucus say the bill is still very
much alive.
“No it’s not dead. It’s not
dead at all,” says U. S. Rep.
Donna Christensen (D-V.I.) in an
interview with the NNPA News
Service. Christensen, a medical
doctor, is chair of the CBC
Health Braintrust and has been
among the leading voices on
health care.
“The House, Senate, and
White House have been meeting
this past week and they’ve come
up with some areas where
they’ve brought the two bills
together and they’ve reached an
agreement and they’re both in
the process of selling it to their
membership,”
she
said.
The Senate and House bills,
which are vastly different, must
be reconciled before a final
version is passed by both
Houses. That will likely happen
without the inclusion of the
desired “public option” that the
Congressional Black Caucus and
Black organizational leaders
pressed for.
House Majority Whip Jim
Clyburn (D-S.C.), says he too is
optimistic that some form of the
bill will pass, largely because of

Community Honors
Local Centenarian
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the conditions of health care in
America.
“Health care reform isn’t
dead,” he said in a statement
responding to the question last
week. “Our current system is
unacceptable and not sustainable, and Democrats won’t give
up on reforming it,” Clyburn
said. “I am confident we will
pass some form of meaningful
health care reform.”
Clyburn continued, hitting
on the core issues of health care:
“We can’t allow abused women
to continue to be denied
coverage because an insurance
company has deemed domestic
violence to be a pre-existing
condition, or a worker to lose
health coverage because they are
diagnosed with cancer or some
other catastrophic illness. We
won’t stand by and allow rising
health care costs to prevent
employers from raising salaries
or hiring more workers. And
we won’t be bullied by reform
opponents, funded by the
insurance industry, into failing in
our efforts to provide a health
care delivery system that saves
lives, money, jobs, and
Medicare.”
President Obama, set to give
his first State of the Union
Address Jan. 27, was expected to
bring clarity on the new negotiations. Despite the positive
outlook, the bill appears to be at
an impasse. Last week, House
Speaker
Nancy
Pelosi
announced that she could not get

HEALTH CARE
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ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
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Dr. Frederic J. Guerrier, MD and Margaret Olivia King

BY DIANNE SPEIGHTS
GENERAL MANAGER

ST. PETERSBURG - A centenarian is a person who has
attained the age of 100 years or
more. Because current average
life expectancies across the world
are less than 100, the term is
invariably
associated
with
longevity.
On Friday, January 22nd,
family and friends gathered at
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church in South St. Petersburg,
FL, to celebrate the life of centenarian, Margaret Olivia King.
Mrs. King was born on January

21, 1910, in Bullard County, GA
and moved to St. Petersburg in
1939.
In the United States, centenarians traditionally receive a
letter from the president upon
reaching their 100th birthday,
congratulating them for their
longevity. During Mrs. King’s
celebration on Friday, Dr. Goliath
Davis, III, presented and read the
following letter to the honoree:
From The White House,
Washington. “Dear Ms. King:
Happy 100th Birthday! We wish
you the very best on this
momentous occasion. You have
witnessed great milestones on

our Nation’s history, as your life
represents an important piece of
the American story. As you
reflect upon 100 years of
memories, we hope that you are
filled with tremendous pride and
joy. Congratulations on your
birthday, and may you enjoy
many happy years as a centenarian. Sincerely, Barack Obama,
Michelle Obama.”
Mayor Bill Foster attended
the celebration. He congratulated
Mrs. King on her 100th birthday
and presented her with a
Proclamation from The City of
St. Petersburg. Several congratulatory letters and plaques were

also received. “Margaret Olivia
King Day, as declared by The
City of St. Petersburg, is an
awesome Centennial Celebration
in your honor,” wrote Member
of Congress, Kathy Castor, 11th
Congressional District. “I am
pleased to have this opportunity
to wish you a very happy
birthday. I am also excited about
your letter from our President
Barack Obama congratulating
you on this momentous
occasion.” “Congratulations! It
is a pleasure to send my best
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BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE (NNPA) Flanked by dozens of Black
newspaper publishers from
across the country, National
Newspaper Publishers
Association Chairman Danny
Bakewell is demanding that the
U.S. Census Bureau allocates
more funding in advertising for
Black newspapers throughout
America in order to conduct an
accurate count in the 2010 U.S.
Census.
The current allocation both
disrespects the Black Press’s
ability to influence AfricanAmericans to respond to the
census and woefully inadequate

CE N S U S
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NNPA publishers, led by Chairman Danny Bakewell, held a press conference
during the organization's winter conference to decry the piddly advertising dollars
that the Census Bureau is spending with black newspapers
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
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President Barack Obama’s State of
the Union Address is a testimony to the
power of we: we, who dared to dream
breaking the centuries-old color barrier
at the White House was possible; we,
who continue to fight for expanding
voting rights; we, who battle tirelessly
every election to maximize voter participation and minimize voter intimidation. His first State of the Union
address is a paean to those who have
joined together throughout history to
change our country for the better.
We are in crisis today. The greed of
fat cat bankers has unleashed a torrent
of predatory lending and a trickle of
permanent loan modifications that
together are turning homeowners into
the homeless. The unemployment rate
for Americans of all colors is over 10
percent, Black and Brown American
unemployment hovers above 15
percent. The jobless rate among
African-American men in many cities
is over 50 percent. Approximately 50
million Americans lack health
insurance. More than 50 million people

corporate dollars into the political
landscape with its ruling this month on
campaign finance reform. President
Obama has vowed to fight. He has
pledged to reverse the worst impact of
the Supreme Court decision. Yet
without each of us fully engaged, loads
of greedy multi-national corporate
treasure will be used to crush his
agenda and those who support it for
simply daring to do the people's will.
Still we can win. Organized people
ultimately trumps organized money.
But without you and all your
friends and neighbors back on the battlefield, sowing and reaping the power
of we, there is no guarantee progress
will continue. Like every great wave,
the one that made it possible for a black
family to live in the White House must
be regenerated, or it ebbs. More importantly, our communities’ and families’
fates, which are in perilous condition,
will ebb with it.
We can be proud of the progress
President Obama has made —implementing policies to stem massive job
losses, extending health care coverage
to millions of children, stabilizing the
economy, increasing women's ability to
ensure fair treatment in the workplace,
rebuilding the Justice Department and

(NNPA) - The
Supreme Court, in its
recent decision in Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission, may
have complicated the growth of Black
elected officials by their 5-4 conservative majority giving corporations carte
blanche authority to directly spend
money in elections. By deciding that
corporations have First Amendment
rights to spend money in elections to
voice their preferences, they have been
given the right of “persons” in constitutional law. In effect, they now have the
same rights to influence elections as
individuals, when the differences in
power, status and capability is obvious.
I remember Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. fighting for the Voting Rights
Act by saying, “give us the ballot and
we will fill our legislative halls with
men of good will."
We have done well since that
statement was made; then there were
only five Black members of Congress
and now there are 43 with similar
growth in Black elected officials

occurring at every level to the point that
there are now more than 9,000.
This decision enables the
enormous wealth of the capitalist
system to enhance its ability to
determine winners and losers in
American elections, and since data
from the 2008 elections indicated that
corporations gave twice as much
money to Republicans than
Democrats, it tilts the playing field
strongly in their direction.
Blacks who campaign for office
have traditionally had far less funding
than their White counter-parts which is
why many opposed the McCainFeingold campaign finance law that
placed limits on soft money. Black
elected officials were disproportionately recipients of soft money in their
campaigns, and studies show that
within the black community they could
raise enough money to run campaigns
successfully.
The Supreme Court decision
however,
not
only
destroys
McCain/Feingold by inviting even
more money into campaigns, it also
places blacks, especially those who
would run in “white districts,” in a

highly competitive bind. It is still very
difficult for blacks to run in such
districts and win, and they are placed at
a huge disadvantage because money
generally goes to White candidates in
those districts.
This means that
although Blacks have run successfully
in many white majority districts, representing 40 percent of the Congressional
Black Caucus, it will be more difficult
to expand the number of elected
officials beyond what now exists.
Most importantly, a significant
portion of the Black community needs
the social and economic product of legislative action at every level, but with
more candidates being elected with
corporate funds, it could skew the democratic process within legislative
bodies toward the interests of the upper
class. This point is vividly seen in the
current fight over health care, as a substantial number of members of
Congress, funded by corporations,
oppose restrictions on insurance
companies and the expansion of care to
thirty million people. Someone said it
right, the impact of the United Citizens
decision is that rather than having
Senators and Representatives serving
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EEOC's ability to protect Americans'
basic rights, and restoring our nation's
ability to protect its food and water.
These are our victories.
Some argue that our president has
not pushed hard enough for the change
we need. But just as this
Administration’s greatest accomplishments lies in the hands of the idealists
and organizers, so too must we claim
the shortcomings.
In too many instances in the past 12
months we have powered down, left
the field for the bleachers, and chosen to
play armchair pundit rather than
continue to build and lead. If our
president is not bold enough, it is up to
us to build the next wave for bolder
action.
The great Frederick Douglass once
said, “If there is no struggle there is no
progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom and yet depreciate agitation …
want crops without plowing up the
ground, they want rain without thunder
and lightning. They want the ocean
without the awful roar of its many
waters … Power concedes nothing
without a demand. It never did and it
never will."
We cannot be silent. The change
we seek is in our hands.

the interests of their constituents in
states, more of them will essentially be
owned by corporations.
Laws limiting the participation of
corporations in elections have been
around for nearly one hundred years, so
this decision of the conservative wing
of the Court is a monumental disrespect
for precedent. In that connection,
Senate Democrats were suckered into
supporting Chief Justice John Roberts,
largely on the strength of his promise to
respect judicial precedents. In the last
decade, Conservative justices have
thrown precedent aside in rolling back
rights that supported broad democratic
participation in society and favoring
dominant, racial, political and
economic interests.
This decision of the High Court,
together with the actions of Republican
conservatives in the Congress, illustrates how determined and singleminded progressives must be to defeat
them. The ball limiting money in
American elections has been tossed
back to the White House and the
Congress, let’s see how much
Democracy they really want.
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Response To State Of The Union Address:
We Cannot Be Silent
in America — disproportionately
children — don’t get enough to eat.
The President unveiled new
polices to support working families.
He reiterated his commitment to rein in
some of the worst excesses of Wall
Street, and pledged his enduring dedication to bring health care to millions of
uninsured Americans. He expressed his
forceful and compassionate commitment to the people of Haiti -- a swift,
comprehensive response to the human
tragedy that stands in stark contrast to
his predecessor’s reaction to the
thousands victimized by Hurricane
Katrina
President Obama outlined the right
agenda — one that is pro civil rights,
pro human dignity, and pro the
American Dream for every American.
However, he cannot do it without us.
Predatory banks, profit-driven
health care CEOs, and those big
business leaders who would see our
country and our families go bankrupt
before they would pay their own way
(or even a living wage) are committed
to funding a fierce battle for the status
quo. The Supreme Court, still
dominated by those who helped steal
the election in 2000 and their protégés,
has unleashed unlimited amounts of

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Inspiring Stories From
Three Young Heroes

Pinellas County Schools’
first semester Young Heroes
award winners are Emily Ercius
of Pasadena Fundamental
Elementary, Milton Moros of
Tarpon Springs Middle, and
Jason Carpenter of Pinellas Park
High School. These three heroes
will be introduced to the school
board on Jan. 26 at 5 p.m.
Below are their inspirational
stories:
She collected almost four
tons of frozen turkeys and
nearly a ton of fresh produce
wi t h 100 per cen t of a ll
donations going to Metropolitan
Ministries and St. Vincent de
Paul’s Soup Kitchen. That
describes what Emily Ercius has
been up to for the past four
years. What started as a “Gifted
Kids Care” project in the first
grade quickly became a passion
for Emily. She didn’t want
anyone in the community to go
without a Thanksgiving dinner.
She was six years old at the time
she began her community
project and was able to donate
32 turkeys and over 300 pound
of produce that first year. She
has increased her donations each

his young life, including the
death of his father when Jason
was eleven years old. He also
had to begin working full time
while trying to attend school in
order to support his household.
Jason has renewed his commitment to his education, having
recently achieved Honor Roll.
What is even more remarkable,
Jason has done all of this while
losing his eyesight. He has
chosen to “conquer” his visual
impairment by mastering skills
such as learning to read Braille
so that he can become selfreliant.
Th e P i n el l as C o u n t y
Schools’ Young Heroes Award
is a way for the district to
recognize students in grades K12 who have given tirelessly of
themselves through community
service or who have inspired
others through their deeds and
strength of character.
Winners also receive a $500
Savings Bond as recognition
fro m B o b M cIn t y re, a
co m m u n i t y ad v o cat e fo r
children and education in
Pinellas County, and chairman
and CEO of DITEK.

year since then. Emily has taken
to heart a quote from Albert
Einstein, “It is every man’s obligation to put back into the world
at least the equivalent of what he
takes out of it.” Emily believes
that together we can make a difference in other people’s lives.
Milton Moros is a high
achiever showing initiative,
ability, and commitment. He
specializes in straight A’s in his
French class and has completed
the requirements to earn high
school credit for French while
still in middle school. He
mentors students in the World
Language program and even
teaches a segment on Greek
culture and language and a unit
in American Sign Language. In
his spare time, Milton volunteers in the community by collecting items needed for the
Humane Society and for the
homeless shelter.
What do you do when you
are faced with life changing
experiences? You do like Jason
Ca rpente r an d p ers ev ere
through sheer determination and
self-confidence. Jason has
overcome a number of things in

Closing The Wealth Gap:
The New Civil Rights Movement
there a hidden cost to being black
in America because even when
blacks have similar educations
and incomes, they lag far behind
their white counterparts in their
ability to accumulate assets. For
Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s , e q u a l
achievement does not translate to
anything near similar wealth.
Let’s take a look back in
history for a minute.
Some white families historically have enjoyed the benefits of
government support and tax
policies to buy homes, start businesses, grow wealth, and prepare
for retirement. Looking at one
important historical example,
few if any African-Americans
were able to take advantage of
the Homestead Acts that
provided landowning opportunities for many whites.
Recent history continued this
pattern of blocked opportunity
because African-Americans were
mostly shut out of the greatest
wealth-building opportunity of
the post-World War II generation
— home ownership.
Residential segregation,
Federal Housing Administration
practices, and restrictive

There is a hidden fault line in
American democracy. It’s called
racial wealth inequality. Blacks
need to narrow their focus to
close that gap. Studies show that
we are losing the battle and the
gap is ever widening.
In 1998, the average net
worth of white households was
$100,700 higher than that of
black households. By 2007, the
gap had grown to $142,600.
Since 1998, black wealth has
grown slowly and incrementally
while wealth in white families
grew 40 percent. For every $1 of
wealth for whites, blacks have
only .08 cents. Why is this? Am I
the only one who finds these statistics disturbing?
However, we are winning the
race when it comes to spending
money. In most cases, it’s not
how much money you make, but
how much you spend. While our
kids are buying $150 sneakers,
whites are buying the stock of
companies making the sneakers.
We are buying gold and bling,
while the white families are
buying the companies that make
the gold chains and bling.
I’m starting to ask myself, is

covenants on land titles blocked
African-Americans from owning
their own homes for many years.
Home equity is by far the largest
bucket of wealth for middle-class
Americans.
The basis for excluding
African-Americans from opportunities and creating different
rules in the competition for
success are no longer just about
who is a capable worker, but also
about who is a worthy credit risk.
In short, we have a responsibility to close this wealth gap.
Even though we may have had a
late start, we can overcome the
staggering odds of closing the
gap. We need to educate
ourselves about the same type of
investment opportunities that
whites take advantage of to
increase their wealth.
Remember, it’s not how
much you make, it’s how you
manage what you have. Personal
Money Management plus the
right mindset will help greatly
towards closing the gap and
giving our children a head start in
life. Smart money rolls over from
generation to generation. That is
key.

2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares Interested In Volunteering?

2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares has
volunteer opportunities in their
Call Center. They are recruiting
volunteers to provide information and referral to those callers
needing help by linking them to
vital sources in the community.
Free training is provided. Join

them Tuesday, January 26,
12:30 p.m. - 4 : 3 0 p . m . o r
Tuesday, February 2, 10 a.m. –
4:30 p.m. at Largo Library,
Jenkins Community Wing, Rm.
C, 120 Central Park Dr., Largo
Please stop by to complete a
volunteer application and par-

ticipate in the interview and
screening process. Applicants
must be 18 years of age.
To learn more about 2-1-1
Tampa Bay Cares, Inc., go to
www.211tampabay.org. While
you’re there, click on the logos
on the bottom of the home page

to link to the social networking
groups. You can also visit their
blog 2-1-1 Community
Connections at http://211tbc.
blogspot.com.
2-1-1 is an easy t o
remember telephone number
that connects callers to informa-

tion about critical health and
human services available in
their community such as
locating a food pantry, before
and after child care, recreation
programs, and volunteer and
donation opportunities. 2-1-1 is
a free confidential phone

DIMMITT

WELCH ACCOUNTING

CADILLAC

&

TAX SERVICE

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 39 months

1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
60 YEARS OF SERVICE • LOCAL OWNED AND OPERATED

12K Year $3,995.00 plus start up
$339.00 plus tax
M.S.R.P. $37,595.00
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

Step in STYLE

10% DISCOUNT NOW THROUGH APRIL 1, 2010

727-450-7446

$129.99

Includes all rebates and incentives. With
qualifying G.M.A.C. lease due by 06/30/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763

2830 34th Street South • St. Petersburg
(In the Aldi Plaza - formerly Food Lion)
727-866-1200

MEN’S SUIT PACKAGES
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Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes
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BOY’S SUIT PACKAGES
Starting at

$79.99

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

SUITS
Starting at

number available 24 hours per
day, 7 days per week in 150
languages and is TTY/TDD
accessible. 2-1-1 has 1,400 local
social services agencies listed
and currently services Pinellas,
Hernando, and Citrus counties.

2 FOR $100.00

Huge Selection of Shoes • Shirts • Suits & Ties • Sizes 6 Months Up To 72

STEVE HARVEY • STACY ADAMS • SMOKEY JOE’S • GIORGIO BRUTINI
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COMMUNITY NEWS
President Obama And
Vice President Biden To Make
Announcement In Tampa

TA M PA – P r e s i d e n t
Ba ra c k Obama and Vic e
Pre s i dent J oe Biden will
announce in Tampa tomorrow
a monumental jobs initiative
re l a t ing to the Ame rica n
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and $8 billion in
high-speed rail grants,
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
confirmed today.
Castor has made the case
for Florida families and businesses over the past year to the
White House to create jobs and
boost the economy. She will
travel with President Obama
from Washington to Tampa
tomorrow for the town hall
event.
“President Obama wants to
increase the pace of recovery,”
Castor said. “Creation of
thousands of jobs for

Floridians will accelerate
better times in Florida.
Construction workers will be
needed to build rail lines.
Engineers will be needed to lay
the groundwork. Operations
and maintenance workers will
be needed to keep the line
running smoothly. The ripple
effects cannot be understated.
“Our neighbors and Florida
businesses who are hired for
these jobs will invest in our
hometowns. They will spend
money at our local small businesses. They will buy homes.
They will help our economy
recover.”
Through the past year,
Castor has been an outspoken
advocate on behalf of Florida’s
high-speed rail application and
the thousands of jobs tied to it.
Castor also has pressed

White House Chief of Staff
Rahm Emanuel and Senior
Adviser David Axelrod since
last spring about the need for a
jobs boost in Florida. Castor
talked with Axelrod last week
and again this week regarding
the economic benefits a highspeed rail award would have in
the state.
In June, in a bipartisan
show of support, Castor spearheaded a letter from the Florida
Congressional Delegation to
Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood, urging an award to
Florida. In January, Castor
wrote to President Obama and
Vice President Biden, detailing
Florida’s economic situation
and encouraging a high-speed
rail award to the state as a way
to create jobs.

Emergency Energy Assistance
Available For Seniors

Pinellas County Health
and Human Services
Department provides
emergency energy assistance
of up to $600 to senior citizens
unable to pay their power bills.
Funds from the Area
Agency on Aging of
Pasco/Pinellas Inc. can help
residents 60 and older in
danger of having their power
disconnected during the designated cooling and heating
seasons when demand and bills
are higher than normal.
Eligible seniors must have a
crisis with a delinquent notice
from the utility company or a
notice that power has been shut
off to be considered for help.
They may also qualify to

receive repairs to a cooling
unit or a voucher for fans,
heaters and blankets.
Applications are now being
accepted.
Eligible s en i o rs can
receive help up to twice a year
during e ac h hi g h -d em an d
season. Health and Human
Services staff members screen
applicants to determine if they
meet income limits. The
income limit is 150 percent of
the Federal Poverty Guideline.
For a household of one, the
limit is $16,245 a year. For two
people, the income limit is
$21,855 (add $5,610 for each
additional member of family
units with more than eight
members.)

Prospective clients can
either stop by a Health and
Human Services office or call
for an appointment and information. Call Annie Shaw at
(727) 464-8400 in Clearwater
or Ann Eicher at (727) 5827781 in St. Petersburg. Health
and Human Services offices
are located at 2189 Cleveland
St., Suite 230, Clearwater and
at 647 First Ave. N., St.
Petersburg.
Assistance is provided
without discrimination on the
basis of race, color, sex, age,
disability, religion or national
origin.
This program is funded by
Area Agency on Aging of
Pasco/Pinellas, Inc.

JORDAN PARK APARTMENTS
Effective February 1, 2010, JORDAN PARK APARTMENTS will be only
accepting applications from FAMILIES that can meet the 60% minimum income
requirements based on the Low Income Housing Tax Credit and Public Housing
below income limits, rents are based on 30% of your monthly income.
# OF PEOPLE
PER FAMILY

MINIMUM INCOME
FOR ADMISSION

MAXIMUM INCOME FOR
ADMISSION @ 60%

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

16,560
18,960
21,320
23,680
25,560
27,480
29,360
31,240

24,840
28,440
31,980
35,520
38,340
41,220
44,040
46,860

Applicants must qualify, based on HUD regulations,
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program and the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority policies and guidelines. Please bring proof of income!
Applications for applicants that meet the 60% Annual Income requirements
will be accepted Monday-Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Jordan Park Apartments, Management Office
1245 Jordan Park St. South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
(727) 322-9327
Equal Housing 0pportunity.
Legal notice: As of January 31, 2010, Jordan Park Apartments will no longer
be accepting applications for the 20% & 40% income tiers, pursuant the
Low Income Housing Tax Credit and the Public Housing program admission requirements.

Senator Arthenia Joyner
Honored By
Planned Parenthood

TAMPA – Citing her “outstanding support for women and
women’s reproductive rights,”
Planned Parenthood of
Southwest and Central Florida
announced its selection of state
Senator Arthenia Joyner (DTa m p a ) f o r i t s p r e s t i g i o u s
“Choice Award.”
“You have been a champion
of women’s rights in the Florida
Legislature, and we are so
grateful to you,” wrote
President/CEO Barbara A.
Zdravecky to Senator Joyner in
a letter announcing the honor.
Awarded annually to com-

memorate the anniversary of
“Roe v. Wade,” the landmark
U.S. Supreme Court decision
affirming a woman’s right to
choose, past recipients of the
“Choice Award” have included
Chief Financial Officer Alex
Sink, former Tampa Mayor
Sandy Freedman, and
Congresswomen Betty and
Kathy Castor.
The award was given to
Senator Joyner at the Planned
Pa r e n t h o o d l u n c h e o n o n
Ja n u a r y 2 8 t h a t M a e s t r o ’s
Restaurant in downtown Tampa.

Senator Arthenia Joyner

A Difficult Day in Haiti …

Due to State Department
procedural requirements, on the
morning of January 21, 2010,
114 children left the Maison des
Enfants de Dieu (Children of
the House of God) orphanage
for the U.S. Embassy. Of the
114 children, 111 were the
orphans eligible for humanitarian parole to the United States
and three were orphans who
have Canadian/Argentinean
adoptive parents and may also
qualify for evacuation.
Eighty-seven toddlers and
children traveled in a bus and 27
infants traveled in a van, accompanied by orphanage staff, representatives from the U.S.
m i n i s t r y, F o r H i s G l o r y
Adoption Outreach (FHG), and

members of the press.
Dead bodies, debris, and
abandoned vehicles in the roads
made movement very difficult.
Te m p e r a t u r e s i n s i d e t h e
vehicles became extreme and
began to make the younger
children sick. After two hours of
little progress, the difficult
decision was made to return to
the orphanage.
After returning the children
to the orphanage, staff members
returned to the U.S. Embassy
and received permission to
process the children's
paperwork without the children
being physically present.
Humanitarian paroles for
some of the orphans have been
completed, however additional

documentation was needed for
ot h e r s . T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
Cu s t o m s a n d I m m i g r a t i o n
Service has pledged to work
through the night with FHG
staff to ensure that all required
documentation will be available
in sufficient time to allow all
114 orphans to depart Haiti for
the United States.
Kim Harmon, President of
FHG, stated she is “overwhelmed and amazed by the
dedication and willingness of
individuals within the U.S.
Government to assist in meeting
the deadline.” She continued to
call for “everyone to pray, especially for the health of the
children.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

Career
Corner

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

Assess Your Passion Be Glad You have A Job!
As we enter into a new year a great number of people seek to
implement changes in their economic spending due in part to the
recession, job losses, and underemployment. To say the least, the
under employed, unemployed, and the unhappily employed all
reveal an underlying urge to make a change. What should you do
if you are in an employment situation that is unquestionably
unfulfilling, dissatisfying, and ultimately draining your passion
for life? This can be the time for you to make a personal assessment or conduct a self inventory. Ask yourself “If I could do
whatever I wanted to do professionally, what would I do?”
Consider this point, if you could get paid to do work you were
passionate about, without concern for your bills and the obvious
obligations to provide for the welfare of your family, what activities would bring you the greatest joy? What activities or services
would you perform that sustained and added to the pleasures and
happiness of others in society, what would you choose to do?
With millions out of work in this current recession, this
present time can be viewed as one of the greatest opportunities to
change careers. Instead of viewing your cup as half empty, why
not look at your cup as half full? How can this be so? Think about
your life, especially now. Consider this example...a rather mature
gentleman standing on a frequently traveled corner in TampaGandy and Dale Mabry, hustling the St. Petersburg Times. As we
pulled up to the red light and rolled down the window on the

driver’s side to purchase a newspaper, the man began to express
his excitement because he had three part-time jobs. He was so
happy to be in a position to feed himself. He truly was convinced
that his cup was not just half full but his cup over flows. One more
point, if all else fails, think about our brothers, sisters, and their
children in Haiti and join us as we express heartfelt prayers and
contributions to help those less fortunate than us.
Hot Jobs: St. Petersburg Police Officers, Census BureauTaker, Code Enforcement Specialist, Librarian Assistant II,
Accreditation Inspection Supervisor, Police Officers & Police
Cadet, Maintenance Worker II, Certified Dock Worker,
Correction Tech, Inventory Specialist, Mechanic Helper, Cook,
Maintenance Supervisor, Retail Stock Persons, Mobility Manager
PSTA, Health Educator, and Healthcare Data Analysis III.
Note: Most employers require drug screening and background
check.
Job Fair: Census Bureau-On-site at Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. at
the Pinellas County Urban League, located at 333 31st St., St.
Petersburg. Please be on time and bring your Social Security Card
and picture ID.
The Pinellas County Urban League’s Career Connection
Center provides free career placement services by matching local
employer’s staffing requisitions with job seekers possessing job
skills and employment history matching specific job description.

NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS, IFB #09-017
ROMAYNE KITCHEN & BATH REPLACEMENT
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg, FL, is requesting
bids from licensed responsible contractors for kitchen and bath replacements at
Romayne Apartments, located at 8601 Dr. MLK Jr. St. No, St. Petersburg, FL, 33702.

Black History
Month Edition
(Feb. 18, 2010)
Call Today! 727-896-2922

Pre-Bid Conference: Wednesday, February 3, 2010, 10:00 a.m.;
Graham Park, 325 Dr. MLK Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg. Proposals are due
by 3:00 p.m. EST, Monday, February 22, 2010. Bids will be opened publicly.
Document packages will be available electronically, procurement@stpeteha.org,
or may be picked up beginning Wednesday, January 27, 2010, at 300 10th St. S.,
St. Petersburg from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For more information 727-323-3171 ext 222.

Advertise Your Business In

The Weekly Challenger
Advertising Dollars Pay YOU Back!

(727) 896-2922
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

Saturday, Jan. 30 - Saturday Morning Market. Progress
Energy / Al Lang Field parking lot on the corner of 1st Ave.
and 1st St. S. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. www.saturdaymorningmarket.com Musical Guest: Lounge Cat, old school swing,
jazz, and blues. Vendors offer fresh produce, gourmet
foods, baked goods, plants, and flowers, featuring local
artist, live music, organic growers, and green products.
Relax and enjoy the delightful downtown atmosphere with
musical entertainment. Oct. through May.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

More Than A Month Or
Once A Year — It’s Forever!

During the month of February people around the
United States and Canada will pause to celebrate
Black History Month. Black History Month is a
national annual observance for remembrance of
important people and events in the history of the
African diaspora. The remembrance originated in
1926 by historian Carter G. Woodson as “Negro
History Week.” Woodson chose the second week of
February because it marked the birthdays of two
Americans who greatly influenced the lives and social
condition of African-Americans: former President
Abraham Lincoln and abolitionist and former slave
Frederick Douglas. Woodson also founded the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History,
now the Association for the Study of AfricanAmerican Life and History.
I have never understood why we only celebrate
Black History for one month. Aren’t we AfricanAmerican 365 days a year? Didn’t African-Americans
make contributions outside of the month of February?
I am certainly not implying that we should celebrate
Black History everyday of the year; however the
tremendous contributions that African-Americans
made to this society are everlasting and certainly are
worth more than one month’s recognition. For instance
George Alcon introduced the innovation of the
imaging x-ray spectrometer. Benjamin Banneker was
responsible for making the first clock in America. Dr.
Patricia Bath invented a special tool and procedure to
remove cataracts. Marie Van Brittan Brown and Albert
Brown developed the closed-circuit television security
system. James E. West developed the microphone.
Otis Boykin developed the pace maker. George
Washington Carver developed 300 different ways to
utilize peanuts. George Crum invented the potato chip.
Dr. Charles Richard Drew revolutionized the understanding of blood plasma which led to the invention of
blood banks. Kenneth J. Dunkley patented the
invention that displays 3-D effects from regular 2-D
photos without any type of lenses, mirrors, or optical

elements. Frederick Mckinley Jones created the refrigerator, an air conditioning unit for military field
hospitals, a refrigerator for military field kitchens, a
self-starting gas engine, and a series of devices for
movie projectors and box-office equipment that gave
tickets and made change. Garret A. Morgan created the
gas mask and the traffic signal. Other inventions
developed by African-Americans include the biscuit
cutter, folding bed, coin changer, rotary engine, letter
box, ironing board, horse shoe, bicycle frame, printing
press, pressure cooker, window cleaner, pencil
sharpener, fire extinguisher, lock, elevator, remote
control, typewriter, shoe, player piano, doorstop,
doorknob, guitar, golf tee, motor, lantern, hair brush,
folding chair, hand stamp, fountain pen, curtain rod,
pressing comb, mop, helicopter, and how could we
live without the cell phones? There are a plethora of
other inventions and contributions that AfricanAmericans made that have definitely impacted our
world. I am concerned that the younger generation and
even some of our seasoned people are not aware of
these significant contributions. Why is Black History
not a regular subject or class in our schools? Why is
Black History only recognized one month of the year?
The contributions made by African-Americans
transcend the month of February and the impact is definitely global. As we pause and take time to celebrate
these contributions, let’s remember that Black History
goes on everyday and continues throughout the year.
Even if we never invent anything, write any books or
famous literary pieces, or evolve as a famous singer or
rappers, we all have made and can make significant
contributions to history. We make history everyday
and those of us who are African-American will be until
we die. Let’s appreciate, celebrate, and love our
brothers and sisters and most of all love and appreciate
ourselves. When we do that, we continue to make
history and be a part of black history everyday. Thank
you for reading, and I hope you have enjoyed your
time OUTANDABOUTW/Steve.

St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center’s Business
Training Schedule

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St . P e t e r s b u rg B u s i n e s s
Assistance Center (BAC) offers
free business training and counseling sessions to assist
emerging and existing small
businesses with business development. They are located at 440
2nd Ave. N. For further informati o n , c a l l ( 7 2 7 ) 8 9 3 - 7 1 4 6
or v i s i t t h e i r w e b s i t e a t
http://www.stpete.org/bac.
Our Business Resource
Center, located within the
Business Assistance Center, has
computers equipped with
business software and Internet
access, interactive videos, and an
extensive business reference
library for business research and
planning. Business Plan Pro
Software is available at the
Business Assistance Center!
Have you been putting off the
writing of your Business Plan
because the task just seems too
complicated? Bring your flash
drive to the BAC, and start your
plan today! They are here to
assist. Visit the BAC’s Business
Resource Center and develop
your business plan. The schedule
for the month of February 2010 is
as follows: Monday through
Friday, Jan. 31 – Feb. 26, 2010,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. They will be
closed on Monday, Feb. 15, 2010,
for President’s Day.
Business Counseling
sessions: SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”Tuesdays, Feb. 2, 9, 16, and 23;
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and, Thursday,

Feb. 11, and 25; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, and
24; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Business Workshops:
Financing Your Business
Lunch & Learn session provided
by the Small Business
Administration (SBA); Tuesday,
Feb. 2, AND Tuesday, Feb. 16,
2010; 1 to 2 p.m.
Introduction to Business
Startup workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday, Feb.
3, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Ma r k e t i n g Yo u r S m a l l
Business (Intro.) workshop by a
marketing expert; Thursday, Feb.
4, 6 to 8p.m.
BAC Training Schedule – 3
We b s i t e S e r i e s – P t .
2/Website 101 – Web Design &
Hosting workshop by SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small
Business” (recommended prerequisites: Marketing, Advertising
and Effective Use of the
Computer in Small Business);
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 6 to 8 p.m. This
workshop has a $20 fee, payable
to SCORE, Chapter 115.
How to Write a Business
Plan workshop by Florida Small
Business Development Center at
USF; Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6 to 8
p.m.
SBA Programs and
Services/Recovery Act Stimulus
- Access to Capital workshop by
the Small Business
Administration (SBA); Thursday,

Feb. 11, 6 to 8 p.m.
City of St. Petersburg
Business Incentives workshop by
the City of St. Petersburg’s
Economic Development
Department; Tuesday, Feb. 16, 6
to 7 p.m.
Employee vs. Independent
Contractor workshop conducted
by SCORE and the Florida
De p a r t m e n t o f R e v e n u e ;
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m. to 7
p.m.
10 Steps to Start a Successful
Small Business workshop by
SCORE; Thursday, Feb. 18, 6 to
8 p.m.
S.O.S. During a Recession
(Secrets of Survival for Small
Business Owners) workshop by
SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”;
Friday, Feb. 19, 8:45 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. This workshop has a
$20 fee, payable to SCORE,
Chapter 115.
BAC Training Schedule – 4
How to do Business with the
City of St. Petersburg workshop
by City of St. Petersburg
Pu r c h a s i n g D e p a r t m e n t ;
Monday, Feb. 22, 2 to 4 p.m.
Planning for Your Business
workshop by SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small
Business”; Tuesday, Feb. 23, 6 to
8 p.m.
Pricing Fundamentals –
Gross Profit, Margin & Markup
workshop by SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small
Business”; Thursday, Feb. 25, 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Eric Dickerson

Eric Demetric Dickerson
(born September 2, 1960) is a
former professional running
back in the National Football
League (NFL) who in his
career played for the Los
Angeles Rams, Indianapolis
Colts, Los Angeles Raiders,
and Atlanta Falcons.
Dickerson wanted to go to
the University of Oklahoma,
but his grandmother talked him
into going to Southern
Methodist University because
she trusted SMU coach Ron
Meyer more than OU's Barry
Switzer. Dickerson was the
subject of recruiting controversy when he started driving a
new Pontiac Trans-Am during
his senior year. At the time he
said his grandmother from
Mexico bought it for him.
Initially, he shared carries
with Craig James and Charles
Waggoner, all three blue-chip
recruits in 1979. Waggoner got
hurt returning a kickoff their
freshmen season, so Dickerson
and James led SMU's Pony
Express system, a system that
neither Dickerson nor James
liked at first. However, he
started to like the system and
his stats reflected the success
he had with it as he gained
4,450 yards on 790 carries to
break Earl Campbell’s Southwest
Conference record for yards
and attempts. His 48 career
touchdowns tied Doak Walker’s
SMU total for career scoring.
In his senior year despite splitting
time with James, Dickerson
finished third in the Heisman
Trophy voting. He was also a
First-team All-American in
1982 and a Second-team AllAmerican in 1981.
While he considered going
to the Los Angeles Express in
the United States Football
League, Dickerson decided to
go into the National Football
League at the advice of his
mother because the NFL had
been around longer. He was
selected second overall in the
1983 NFL Draft by the Los
Angeles Rams. An immediate
pro success, he established
rookie records for most rushing
attempts (390), most rushing
yards gained (1,808) and most
t o u c hdowns r us hing (18),

Yesterday, Today,
And Tomorrow!

including
another
two
receiving touchdowns. His
efforts earned him All-Pro, Pro
Bowl, Player of the Year, and
Rookie of the Year honors.
In his sophomore season,
Dic ke rson c o n t i n u ed h i s
onslaught of the NFL record
book. Eleven times during that
season he gained more than
100 yards rushing, breaking the
record of 100-yard games in a
season held by O.J. Simpson.
His 2,105 total yards rushing in
the 1984 NFL season beat
Simpson’s 1973 NFL season
record of 2003 yards rushing in
a single season, but since the
NFL expanded the regular
season from 14 to 16 games in
1978, Dickerson had two additional games to accomplish the
task. To date, no one has rushed
for more yards in a single NFL
season. But Dickerson's 5.6
yards per carry led the Rams to
a playoff berth in 1984, while
Simpson's Bills missed the
playoffs.
Although he rushed for
1,234 yards in 1985 while
missing the first two games
while in a contract dispute, he
missed the Pro Bowl for the
first time in his short NFL
career. He did, however, go on
to rush for a playoff record 248
yards against t h e Dal l as
Cowboys in post-season play.
Dickerson became the
seventh back to gain more than
10,000 yards and the fastest
ever to do so, reaching the
milestone in just 91 games.
During his 11-year career,

Dickerson gained 13,259 yards
rushing, which was second alltime at the time of his retirement, and rushed for 90 touchdowns. He gained another
2,137 yards and 6 touchdowns
on 281 pass receptions. A sixt i m e P ro B o wl s el ect i o n ,
Dickerson was All-Pro in 1983,
1984, 1986, 1987 and 1988. In
1999, his first year of eligibility, Eric Dickerson was selected
to become a member of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, the first
and so far only Colt to be
inducted since the team's move
from Baltimore. Also in 1999,
he was ranked number 38 on
The Sporting News' list of the
100 Greatest Football Players.
T h e fo l l o wi n g y ear, h e
provided on-field commentary
during Monday Night Football
broadcasts. The Rams number
29 has been retired. In 1999, he
was elected to the Pro Football
Hall of Fame.
As of the 2007 football
season, Dickerson was working
as a broadcaster for KCBS telev i s i o n i n L o s An g el es ,
providing commentary for that
station's NFL pregame and
postgame shows. He recently
started a sports memorabilia
company with former Los
Angeles Rams teammate,
LeRoy Irvin, called Original
Mini Jerseys. The company
received their NFL license in
2006 and has begun selling
authentic miniature replica
j ers ey s t o s p o rt s fan s an d
players across the nation.

Some said it was the best jazz
concert they had ever attended.
Some said that it just didn’t get
any better. Some said the concert
was great. Last but by no means
least, someone said to me “If this
is a sample of the quality of the
concerts in the Bayview Room,
plan on seeing me at every
concert in the future!” You’ll
agree I’m sure that compliments
such as these are hard to come by.
But that’s how it was two Fridays
ago in the Bayview Room at the
Mahaffey Theater.
Performing in St. Petersburg
for only his 2nd time in two years,
trumpeter and flugelhorn player
James Gibbs, III, was featured in
concert. Sharing the frontline
with the up and coming jazz saxophonist, 15-year old Jordan
Richardson, Gibbs seemed to
feed off of Richardson’s playing
and vice-versa. Contributing outstanding musical support to the
two horn players were exEllingtonian bassist John Lamb,
who can delight an audience by
deviating from a walking bass
line to slapping the bass, international pianist Kenny Drew, Jr., a
musician who performs at an
exceptionally high level at all
times, and Kenny Loomer, whose
drum mastery of fluid rhythms
and choreographed dynamics
constantly challenges any group.
These were the “Usual Suspects”
of the evening that had the
audience sitting on the edge of
their seats.
The evening’s theme of
“ Ye s t e r d a y , T o d a y &
Tomorrow!” was apropos.
Seniors Lamb and Drew represented the jazz scene of
“Yesterday”, Gibbs and Loomer
were prime examples of the
present jazz scene of “Today”,
while 15-year old prodigy Jordan
Richardson characterized the jazz
scene of “Tomorrow!” Together
the group presented one of the

best evenings of jazz one could
wish for.
Featured trumpet player
James Gibbs, III, plays his horn as
if it was an extension of his body.
His interpretations are crisp and
to-the-point. His precise phrasing
and sure intonation wins over
many knowledgeable jazz enthusiasts. Gibb’s interests range
from Bebop to Hip-Hop. He hails
from New Jersey, and when I
lived there, Gibbs was a constant
participant in the Jazz Jamm
sessions held in my South Orange
home twice a year. 31-year old
Gibbs has been playing trumpet
since the age of 15-years. He has
performed with many jazz greats,
such as Donald Byrd, Betty
Carter, T.S. Monk, Russell
Malone, Cecil Brooks, III, Roy
Hargrove, and many, many
others. He is well established in
the jazz community.
Rising star tenor saxophone
player Jordan Richardson has
only been playing his instrument
for a little more than three years.
Yet, he has been receiving a lot of
hype from jazz lovers in the
Tampa Bay area. Richardson is a
student at Blake High School of
Performing Arts (Tampa). He
plays in the marching band and is
1st tenor in the high school jazz
combo. He is also 1st tenor in the
Ruth Eckerd Hall Jazz Combo.
Destined to play a leading role in
the future of jazz, Richardson
consistently shows improvement
in his performances.
The group played to a packed
house and brought the audience to
its feet with its unique blend of
straight-ahead jazz, and what can
only be called mainstream jazz.
There were a few noted names in
jazz in attendance. Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association
president Bette Greg and husband
Ron, plus other jazz club
members; Howard University
Alumni Association of Southwest

Florida president, Dr. Timothy
Stephens; Jersey City State
College professor Dr. Fredrick
Means and wife Helen, and
sponsor of the concert Dr. and
Mrs. Robert Rehnke.
Gibbs opened the concert on
his blazing flugelhorn with a solo
tune “My Little Sunflower” by
Freddie Hubbard. For the next
tune, both Gibbs and Richardson
broke out with an up-tempo
rendition of everyone’s favorite
by Errol Garner’s “Misty.”
Needless to say that Gibbs’muted
trumpet solo work on the tune
was in the groove; nonetheless,
Richardson immediately demonstrated why he is considered to be
the “hottest” young jazz saxophonist on the Tampa Bay jazz
front. Richardson presented the
audience with a musically smooth
ride with no curves, jagged edges
or ear-opening surprises.
Next the group followed up
with a rip-tearing “Caravan”
which literally had the audience
wide-eyed as if they were a deer
caught in the headlight of an automobile. Drummer Loomer out
did himself on a drum solo that
had the audience on their feet
applauding for more and more.
The second set was as heated and
exciting as the first, and afterwards many in the audience were
asking when Gibbs and
Richardson would appear again at
the Bayview Room. This was a
concert I’ll reminisce about for a
long time!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

HOROSCOPES
JANUARY 28 - FEBRUARY 3, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You'll be energizing others this
week as you speak what's on
your mind regarding spiritual
matters and masters. The quality
of your thoughts is very pure;
write yourself a love letter.

Business looks good this week as
you discover a new way of
increasing exposure to your product. Let hope and optimism lead
you into new beginnings and fresh
starts. All vibes are good. Go!

TAURUS

VIRGO

Surprises are in order this week,
and you can roll with everything
that comes at you unexpectedly.
Healing can happen in a relationship if you just show up.
That's power! Use it for the
good of others.

You seem preoccupied this week
and it's because your mind is
filled with a vision of love for the
entire planet. Use your gifts to
assist others in seeing the world
as you do, in glorious color. Check
the details on paperwork that you
have to do, dreamer.

Remember that you are in control of your emotions this week.
Things will look brighter as
soon as you let yourself feel
like the glowing spirit that you
are. Co-create your reality this
week by using positive emotions to remind yourself of how
wonderful you are.

GEMINI
You want a comrade who doesn't place inordinate expectations
or demands on you, and who is
creative, intelligent, a good conversationalist, and highly spiritual. Perhaps you should be out
looking this week with eyes
wide open!

LIBRA
Everybody's in a good mood this
week, and you'll want to join
friends or family in sharing good
food and feelings. You may be
asked to grow, or move. Think
seriously about it, because it could
enhance your spiritual growth.

CANCER

SCORPIO

Work calls and you are not completely happy with current divisions
of labor. Do your part as a member
of the team and you'll be glad that
you did. Others will notice that you
are a committed team player.

At work, some matters have been
on hold but now you will get the
green light. Continue to work as
diligently as you have been in the
pass to ensure success. Have
faith that your plans are on target.

CAPRICORN
You are in the middle of a
dream coming true. Watch for
signs that your wish is about to
be granted. You'll be very happy
with what you've achieved.

AQUARIUS
Overall, the vibrations surrounding you this week are very
good, very good indeed. Go with
the best, and refuse to allow
any minor inconvenience to
spoil your sunny mood. You are
going to have a lovely week.

PISCES
Remember that you look marvelous! Be prepared for lots of
compliments this week, and
plan to accept them gracefully.
You may be planning a time
period trip; it's going to be a
nice getaway.

22 45 14
PICK OF THE WEEK!

868
412
903

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
5-1 6-5
2-8 4-2
6-4 7-3

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Saints Victory Lifts Spirits In Still-Scarred City

Drew Brees celebrating with
Saints fans

BY KEVIN MCGILL

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - It
was evident in the sounds of
busy cash registers and in the
smiles of construction workers
in a neighborhood where
Hurricane Katrina's scars linger:
the Saints' journey to the Super
Bowl has added emotional
bounce to this city's long, hard
recovery, and added a new
reason to party going into the
raucous Mardi Gras season.
It was even reflected in the
political discourse. ``I'll find the
Drew Brees of police chiefs,''
mayoral candidate Troy Henry
promised at a forum Monday, in
a nod to the Saints' popular quarterback.
“It lifted my spirits,” construction
worker
Kenneth
Lewis, 46, said during a late
morning lunch break. He was
part of a crew renovating a
house in the Broadmoor area, a
rebounding
Katrina-flooded
neighborhood where blocks of
freshly painted houses and neat
lawns are still pocked by
abandoned houses in various
stages of disrepair.
“I'll be in Miami,” Lewis
said, anticipating a trip to the
Super Bowl. “I'm not sure if I'll
get tickets, but I'll be in Miami.”

The team's 31-28 overtime
victory over the Minnesota
Vikings sent shoulder-to-shoulder
crowds pouring into French
Quarter streets Sunday night in a
scene reminiscent of Mardi Gras
fitting since the Feb. 7 Super
Bowl will fall on the first big
weekend of parades for the
annual pre-Lenten bash that culminates on Feb. 16.
New Orleans police accustomed to controlling big crowds
reported no serious problems
with the Sunday night celebrations.
In honor of the team's fans,
Gov. Bobby Jindal on Monday
proclaimed this week “Who Dat
Nation Week.”
“Whereas, the Who Dat
Nation has served as a 12th man
on the field for the defense all
year long, making the Superdome
one of the most intimidating
places to play; and whereas,
through victory or defeat, the
Who Dat Nation has stood
behind this team in a way no one
has ever seen; and whereas,
whether you attended every
home game this year, some of
the games, or simply rooted on
the Saints in your living room,
the fans of the Saints deserve
praise at the conclusion of their
“Superdome Season,” the proclamation said.
Jindal
also
challenged
members of the Who Dat Nation
to show up in Miami to support
the Saints.
“This special team deserves
to be surrounded by Who Dats
on Feb. 7,” he said.
Sending a team to the Super
Bowl may provide more than
just a spiritual lift.
Louisiana Economic Development
Secretary Stephen Moret said
the Super Bowl presents a
marketing opportunity to attract
new and expanding businesses

and to wipe away the images of
post-Katrina devastation that he
said some companies still
associate with Louisiana.
“It really just helps put a
spotlight on our state in a
positive way,” Moret said
Monday.
He said his office will be
“using the Super Bowl as a pivot
point to get out positive
messages about the state of
Louisiana.”
But don't expect any state
economic development ads
during the game, Moret said,
noting that the cost of TV advertising time during the Super
Bowl is larger than his department's ad budget for the entire
year.
On Monday, Saints-themed
merchandise sold briskly at
Academy Sports and Outdoors
in the suburb of Gretna. The
store opened immediately after
the game Sunday night, said
Debbie Legania, a sales
associate.
For safety reasons, store
employees only let about 40
customers in at a time, she said.
“We had at least 400
customers in here in the three
hours we were open. At least
400. We closed at 1 a.m,” she
said.
When the doors reopened
Monday morning, the crowds
were waiting, she said. And by
noon, they were still streaming
in.
“I'm going to buy at least 10
of the NFC championship Tshirts,” said Tracy Goetzel, of
LaPlace, La., who was in scrubs
and on a lunch break from a
nearby doctor's office where she
works. “I want to make sure
everybody is ready for the Super
Bowl and dressed in their proper
attire.”
Co p i es o f Th e Ti m es -

Picayune newspaper with a
picture of Brees on page one and
winning field goal kicker Garrett
Hartley fronting the sports
section were hard to find
Monday in New Orleans and its
surrounding suburbs. Coffee
shops, grocery stores, and even
the airport had sold out by the
afternoon.
“You're not going to find a
paper anywhere in town,” said
Melissa Lewis, a cashier at Kid
Creole Food Mart in the New
Orleans suburb of Metairie, La.
“People are saving them,
framing them as souvenirs. We
sold out in 30 minutes.”
The enthusiasm spilled over
into residents' Mardi Gras preparations. Traditional Mardi Gras
colors are purple, green and
gold. But many were opting for
the Saints' team colors, said
Alyssa Fletchinger, an assistant
manager at Plush Appeal Mardi
Gras Beads and Costumes.
“People are decorating their
homes, their floats, their everything in black and gold this
year,” Fletchinger said. “Black
and gold is always popular. But
this year we can't keep it on the
shelves.”
Victory was especially
sweet for New Orleans businessman Dave Dixon, who fought to
bring an NFL team to the city in
the 1960s and was a driving
force behind construction of the
Louisiana Superdome in the
1970s.
Dixon, 86, had to watch the
game at home because of his
health.
“Oh, man,” he said Monday
in a telephone interview. “I feel
like I'm in heaven. Just
wonderful. I had a little heart
problem. But I feel much better.
I'm very exhilarated over the
Saints' great victory.”

Colts Hoping Experience Pays
Super Bowl Dividends

Jim Caldwell

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) - The
Indianapolis Colts started this
season with one goal: winning
another Super Bowl.
Now they are a victory away
from a championship and
headed back to the site of their
previous one.
No, the plans haven't
changed much from Indy's last
postseason trip to Miami. This
week will be spent putting in a
game plan, and next week, firstyear coach Jim Caldwell is
taking a page right out of Tony
Dungy's playbook. The Colts
will stay at the same hotel,
practice at the same facility, and
follow almost the same routine
that they did before beating

Chicago in the rainiest Super
Bowl on record.
“We'll change some things.
We'll tweak them and adjust
them a little bit, according to
how we envision some things,
and it depends on what happens
to us this week,” Caldwell said
Monday. “We'll make some
adjustments, it's not an iron-clad
sort of routine. But, overall,
we'll probably be fairly close to
what we've done previously.”
Some of the changes are not
by choice.
Four-time MVP Peyton
Manning and his Pro Bowl
teammates, who include Dallas
Clark, Dwight Freeney, and
Reggie Wayne, are expected to
be in town Sunday afternoon for
a pregame news conference a
full day before the rest of the
Colts arrive. Team president Bill
Polian called that rule “distasteful” and a “fiasco” on his weekly
radio show Monday night.
Indy's team plane is also
expected to arrive a little earlier
than it did three years ago
because of new rules implemented in 2008.
But with nearly half of
Indy's roster having Super Bowl
experience, Caldwell will rely
on his veterans to help younger

players cope with the countless
distractions of the next two
weeks. Players, like fans, are
scrambling to make travel plans,
fill countless ticket requests, and
answer all kinds of e-mail and
text messages. Caldwell said he
had about 250 e-mail and more
than 150 text messages after
Sunday's 30-17 victory over the
New York Jets.
Pro Bowl center Jeff Saturday
offers some advice.
“Make a list of how many
tickets you're going to have, set
a priority, and tell them the
tickets will be there at will call
when you get there. Let them
find their ways down, because it
can become a madhouse,” he
said. “Truthfully, it falls a lot to
our wives and family members
who help us out. It can get
anybody stressed.”
Preferably, the Colts (16-2)
would like everything resolved
before returning to practice
Wednesday. The reason? Once
Indy reaches Miami, Saturday
recalls, players will study film
and do additional prep work for
the Saints (15-3) in unfamiliar
surroundings or hotel rooms.
New Orleans is in the Super
Bowl for the first time in
franchise history.

Another possible problem:
Most people who come to town
want to vacation or party. But
the Colts have a job completing
a mission deemed so essential
they threw away a chance at perfection to win a title. So the
Colts don't want anything
derailing their plans.
“I guess it is kind of a relief
that we've made it, but we're not
satisfied just being here,” left
guard Ryan Lilja said. “We want
to win, we want a ring, and that
means you shouldn't be hanging
out on South Beach on Saturday
night.” Indy's leaders will make
sure that does not happen.
Among those singled out by
Caldwell
were
Freeney,
Manning, Saturday, and Wayne
all of whom are likely to treat
this trip like the business trip
they made to Miami in February
2007.
“Hey, we've got three
months to hang out after this,”
Saturday said. “You can hang
out on South Beach for three
months if you want. But we have
a job to do first.” And it's that
attitude that Caldwell believes
will make a difference on game
day. “The ultimate goal is to win
it all,” he said. “Nobody is going
to be satisfied until we do that.”

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!

theweeklychallenger.com

Patriots QB Tom
Brady Says He
Won't Need Surgery

Tom Brady

BOSTON (AP) - Tom Brady
said Monday he won't need
surgery for rib and finger
injuries that bothered him for
much of the season.
The New England Patriots
quarterback described his
ailments as “just bumps and
bruises” that all players deal
with.
“I'm feeling good. I really
am,” Brady said at a commercial appearance. “I'm excited I
don't have to have surgery this
offseason. A year ago at this
time, there were all these
concerns about whether I was
going to play this year. It's nice
to be in an offseason where I
really feel I can get started
right away.”
Brady missed all but the
first quarter of the 2008 season
with a left knee injury that
required surgery during that
season.
He played all 17 games
this season, ending with the
Patriots' 33-14 loss to the
Baltimore Ravens in the first
round of the playoffs. Brady

was selected as an AFC backup
quarterback for the Pro Bowl
scheduled for Sunday in
Miami but withdrew because
of the injury to his finger, the
Patriots said.
Brady, an assistant player
representative with the team,
will be entering the final year
of his six-year contract next
season.
“Being a player rep now, I
realize all the issues we're
facing,” he said. “As a team
player, I don't sit here saying,
'What about me? What about
me?' I'm under contract. I'm
going out there and play my
butt off.”
And, he said, “we're way
overpaid.”
Brady also said “we're a
long way away” from a new
collective bargaining agreement
between the NFL and its
players to replace the one that
ends after the 2010 season,
“but there's a long way to go
before the season starts.”
There would be no salary
cap next season under the
current agreement.
The Patriots won Super
Bowls in 2002, 2004, and 2005
but have gone five straight
years without an NFL championship. The Indianapolis Colts
will face the New Orleans
Saints in this year's Super
Bowl.
“They've both been the
best two teams all year and
they certainly deserve to be
there,” Brady said.

Cooper Aiming For
NFL Not MLB

Ala.
(AP)
MOBILE,
Florida receiver Riley Cooper
is setting his sights on the
NFL, not the major leagues.
Cooper said Monday that
he has decided to focus on a
pro football career. He was a
25th-round draft pick of
baseball's Texas Rangers last
June and was set to receive
half of his signing bonus at a
scheduled physical on Jan. 17.

Ti m Te b o w ' s f a v o r i t e
target started preparations on
Monday for the Senior Bowl
with his Gators quarterback.
He said he made his career
choice late in the season and
informed the Rangers right
after the Sugar Bowl.
Cooper was a second-team
All-SEC pick and led the team
with 961 receiving yards and
nine touchdowns.

Committee Says
Rays Need New
Stadium Near Tampa
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) The Tampa Bay Rays need a
new, retractable-roof stadium
nearer to the area's population
center in Tampa.
That was the recommendation Monday of a coalition of
business and community leaders
who have been studying the
stadium issue for more than a
year.
The Rays, with attendance
and payroll in the bottom third
of the major leagues, say they

cannot continue to be a competitive team at the aging
Tropicana Field in downtown
St. Petersburg.
The Rays' contract to play
at the domed stadium extends
through 2026, but coalition
members say the team will
leave town before then without
a new stadium.
The draft report, which has
no legal standing, will be
presented to local officials
over the next few weeks.
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Finding Romance
In Unlikely Places

Rev. Jesse Jackson
Puts Face On Foreclosures

(StatePoint) Do you need
more romance in your life? For
many Americans — especially
women — the answer is "yes,"
as romance novels, films, and
cable networks devoted to the
genre continue to proliferate
and gain in popularity.
Interestingly,
while
romantic fiction continues to
flourish, the divorce rate is
climbing and the marriage rate
is falling — leading many
experts to conclude that both
happy couples and lonely
hearts are turning to fiction for
a good dose of romance. And
the genre itself is growing and
changing to encompass all
types of love stories, such as
those set against science
fi c t i on, and paranorma l
backdrops.
Indeed, nearly 50 percent
of all marriages now end in
divorce and the marriage rate
is dropping, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.
Me a nw hile, 74.8 million
Americans read at least one
ro m a n ce novel in 2008,
according to a 2009
InfoTrends survey.
"It's no surprise romantic
fiction is surging in popularity,
as people continue to turn to
the printed page and the screen
to get their fill of love and
romance. Life and fantasy can
meet in romance fiction and
re a d e r s tr ans po rted to
wh e re ver their dee pe st
emotions can carry them," says
Christina Brashear, founder of
Samhain Publishing, one of the

CE N S U S

continued from front page
to properly inform Black communities about the importance
of being counted, he said.
“It’s an issue that grieves
us to make public,” said the
Los Angeles Sentinel publisher
at a news conference in
Charlotte on Thursday. “We
are deeply troubled that we
have to speak out about the
lack of commitment and
resources that have been
allocated to the Black Press of
America in order to do an
awesome task of counting the
u n d e r counted in B la ck
A m e rica thr oughout the
country and the Diaspora.”
Bakewell said he believes
the Census Bureau has a lack
of political will to allocate the
appropriate resources that are
needed to properly and thoroughly reach the AfricanAmerican community. He said
the $2.5 million dollar advertising budget that is currently
being rationed to nearly 200
Black newspapers “insults”
and undermines the historic
influence of the Black Press
and is not nearly enough to
reach the more than 20 million

fastest-growing and largest
digital publishers of romance
fiction.
The romance genre is
evolving beyond bodicerippers and historical fiction of
years past, and even moving
beyond the printed page into
digital devices. Here are the
hottest and latest trends in
romance fiction, according to
Brashear:
• Subjects and settings are
being redefined: The romance
novel is evolving. It's no
longer simply a genre focused
on women escaping into affairs
or forging more desirable lives
in traditional settings. New
settings appeal to both women
and men and include the paranormal or occult, science
fiction, horror and fantasy
worlds. Also popular are inspirational, suspense and time
travel romance novels.
• Te c h n o l o g y b r i n g s
romance everywhere: New
technologies are spreading
romance fiction to different
platforms and impacting book
lengths. It's all about accessibility, as electronic books are
increasing
in
popularity,
changing where and how
romance fiction is devoured.
You can choose 1000 page
books or short novellas.
Technology makes it easier to
read stories with varying
lengths on such devices as the
iPhone, Sony Reader, Kindle,
or Blackberry.
• R e aders wan t m o re,
faster: The industry and tech-

nology are evolving so that
publishers, such as the threeyear-old Samhain Publishing
(samhainpublishing.com), are
able to satisfy the public's
appetitive faster and with more
frequency. For example, the
company now issues 10 new
romance novels a week, with
60 percent appearing both
online and in print.
• Changing values are
impacting storylines: Quick
relationships are being
glorified, along with lasting
ones. A quick affair can make
for lively reading for many, as
American values and customs
change.
Samhain Publishing, one
of the most prolific romance
publishers with 1000 releases
in the past three years,
publishes within a growing
genre. According to Nielsen
Bookscan figures, recent retail
sales of romance were up
seven percent, while overall
adult book sales were down
and adult fiction sales were
flat.
For more on the shifting
world of romance and to
d o wn l o ad eb o o k s , v i s i t
www.samhainpublishing.com.
"With all the bad news in
the world, readers want to be
absorbed in stories that help
them escape and that move and
inspire them," says Brashear.
"No matter the backdrop or
setting, or even the technology
you use to read a romance
novel, it's all about the story."

Black people that read those
publications.
“It is the source of trust, it
is the source of information
that guides our community,”
Bakewell said. “If we don’t tell
it, who will tell it? And we will
tell it. And we are telling it
today. We are calling the
Census to task and we are
asking our representatives in
the United States Congress
please to not allow this to
happen. ”
There is much at stake. The
outcome of the 2010 Census
data will determine how more
than $3 trillion in federal
funding will be allocated over
the next decade as well as how
states will be represented in
Congress. And so, the flow of
federal funds into Black communities and congressional
representation will be determined by how accurate the
Black population is counted.
So accuracy is paramount.
In 2000, the national undercount was 0.1 percent, but the
Black under-count was 2.8
percent, according to statistics
cited by National Urban
League President Marc Morial.
Fewer than 60 percent of
African-Americans returned

their 2000 Census questionnaire compared to 77.5 percent
of whites, according to the
Census Bureau.
Bakewell says the U. S.
Census Bureau could miss an
opportunity to avoid a travesty
by not using Black newspapers
to get the word out.
“In the 2000 Census, we
were undercounted by two
percent,” Bakewell said. “We
believe that we are on the cusp
of being given a devastating
blow by the 2010 Census of
being undercounted in a way
like we have never been undercounted before in the history of
America.”
2010 Census chief
o p erat i n g o ffi cer Arn o l d
Jackson said in an earlier
interview that although the last
Census in 2000 had an undercount of less than one-half
percent overall, he believes
masses of people have gone
uncounted in the past because
of a lack of returned data.
According to his agency, fewer
than 60 percent of AfricanAmericans returned their 2000
Census questionnaire
compared to 77.5 percent of
Whites.

Calls for Mass Action in County Hit the Hardest

BY DENISE ROLARK
BARNES

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Angela Walker is about to lose her
home. A job-related injury she
suffered in 2006 ignited a firestorm
of legal battles and growing debt
that now has the Prince George’s
County resident facing a “giant”
she never expected, the imminent
threat of losing her home to foreclosure.
Walker, 49, is a single mother,
who lives with her daughter,
Nazarin, 11, in a three-bedroom
townhouse in Suitland, Md. Before
her injury, Walker worked as a corrections officer with the Prince
Ge o rg e ’s D e p a r t m e n t o f
Corrections. Litigation involving
her eligibility for disability
insurance has dragged on for so
long that she now joins hundreds of
residents in Prince George’s
County who face the highest foreclosure rate than any other county
in Maryland. Yet, Walker represents the lone face of those who,
for a host of reasons, remain silent
and fail to seek help until it is too
late.
“We have to put a face to this
crisis,” said Rev. Jesse Jackson,
chairman of Rainbow Push
Coalition. Jackson held a press
conference recently in front of
Walker’s home to bring attention to
banking institutions that benefited
from the Wall Street bailouts but
aren’t moving quickly enough to
bailout homeowners who are atrisk of losing their homes.
“This is the new face of
poverty,” Jackson said. “We’re
seeing people in the food lines who
had a job and a home three months
ago. We need to call for a moratorium on foreclosures and demand
the banks begin to restructure these
loans.”
Jackson and Walker were
joined by state and county elected
officials, along with Rev. Grainger
Browning, pastor of Ebenezer
AME Church in Fort Washington,
Md. In December, Jackson met at
Ebenezer with homeowners and
ministers of churches that are also

being affected by the financial
crisis.
Browning said while his
church had never missed a
mortgage payment, the lender
issued a demand to place $750,000
in reserve, which placed an
enormous hardship on his 10,000member congregation.
“We were able to raise
$500,000 in three months,”
Browning said, but he also gave
credit to Jackson who helped the
situation by acquiring some
leniency from the bank.
The Maryland Black Mayors
organization has reached out for
help for families whose homes are
at-risk of foreclosure. Colmar
Manor Mayor Diana Ferrell, who
chairs a committee to address the
foreclosure crisis, said the organization signed a memorandum of
understanding with Homefree
USA that has resulted in saving
nearly 250 homes.
Marcie Griffith, of Homefree
USA, also joined Jackson and
others who later sat in Walker’s
dining room to outline approaches
to the problem. Griffith said it can
take up to nine month to have a
loan restructured and that the
process is a difficult one for a
homeowner to undergo alone.
“It’s a frustrating situation,”
Griffith said. “Hold on. Things are

much better than they were last
year. But, don’t walk away from
your home. Please don’t do that!”
Jackson is calling for mass
demonstrations to help bring those
who are “too embarrassed” to ask
for help.
“Many of these are working
people who are caught up in this
problem through no fault of their
own. We are going to organize
because it is now time to fight
back,” he said.
Walker said her home was on
the brink of foreclosure last May,
but a tax payment allowed her to
pay enough to avoid losing her
home. She has since received
another letter from her lender, but
this time she is getting an assist
from Jackson. Soon she will fill out
papers to modify her loan which
requires a decision from Prince
George’s County on her appeal for
disability compensation, her
pension or a job. “I have gone
through slaying many a giant,”
Walker said.
She said, “God has kept me in
his hands and sustained me
through these times. Until they
lower the mortgage and I get some
closure in my financial situation,
I’m doing what I need to do and
being patient. I’m believing that
God is going to work this out for
my good.”

Johnson Publishing Matriach
Remembered As A Trailblazer

\SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
DEFENDER

and Jet magazines.
JPC said, in a statement, “On
behalf of the entire company, we
are deeply saddened by the
passing of Eunice W. Johnson. As
a trailblazer in fashion, philanthropy and the arts, Mrs. Johnson has
always been a woman ahead of
her time. (She) made a tremendous impact on the fashion
industry, showcasing in style on
African American models. It was
her sheer determination and astute
business sense that helped pave
the way for supermodels Tyra
Banks, Naomi Campbell, Iman,

and Beverly Johnson.”
A fashion lover at an early
age, Johnson studied interior decorating at the Ray-Vogue School
of Design, now the Ray School of
Design. She also earned a
bachelor’s degree in sociology
from Talladega College in
Alabama and a master’s in social
work from Loyola University.
Eunice Johnson was preceded
in death by her husband and JPC
founder, John H. Johnson, who
died in 2005. She is survived by
her daughter, Linda Johnson-Rice,
CEO of the family company.

HEALTH CARE

has killed the 60-40 filibusterproof majority that the Democrats
once held. Brown defeated
Democrat Martha Coakley Jan.
19th.
Christensen, just before
speaking to the Black publishers of
the National Newspaper
Publishers Association at its MidWinter Conference last week,
explained that the Senate bill is just
not strong enough.
“We totally reject the Senate
bill because our bill in most places
and in most instances is stronger.
It’s stronger in many areas and particularly and directly impacts the

African-American community
and other communities of color,
poor communities, and rural communities.”
She concedes that the public
option is likely dead for now and
that a final bill will not likely have it.
“It does not have the public
option as we envisioned it, no,”
she said. “We still hope that at
some point, a public option will be
something that we can see become
a reality and we’re not going to
give up on that. As things stand
now, there are a lot of things that
every side is going to have to give
in on.”

(NNPA) - Those who knew
Eunice W. Johnson, the matriarch
of Johnson Publishing Company,
said she would always be remembered as a trailblazer in the fashion
industry. She died on Jan. 10,
2010, at age 93.
Johnson was the company’s
longtime director of its Fashion
Fair cosmetics division and served
as the company’s secretary and
treasurer. JPC publishes Ebony

continued from front page

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor

Rev. Jesse Jackson sits at the dining room table
of Angela Walker where he promises to help Walker,
and her daughter Nazarin, (seated behind) save their
home from foreclosure. Walker is one of hundreds of
Prince George's Country residents who are at risk of
losing their homes as a result of job loss or health-related
situations. CREDIT: Maurice Fitzgerald

enough votes to pass the Senate
version of the bill which does not
have the public option that House
Democrats – especially CBC
members – want. The public
option was especially important
to CBC members because it would
have made health care plans easier
and better quality for the poor.
Complicating matters, the election
of Republican Scott Brown,
elected to fill the Massachusetts
Senate seat of chief health care
proponent the late Ted Kennedy,
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

Living Word Church
International
Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

THE ROCK

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
NEW Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Baptist Church is committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness,
Unity, Peace, and Growth. We celebrate
in worship, we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
Bethel Metropolitan Nurses Guild

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Ministry along with the Pinellas County
Department
invite
the
Health
community to get your FREE
H1N1(Swine) Flu Vaccine on Sunday,
February 28, 2010, from 11:30 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.
We encourage you to take this opportunity to get yourself and your family vaccinated against the flu.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website:www.bmmbc.org
“Working as God’s Chosen in 2010”
John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I Peter 2:9.

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
“God’s House in the City” under the
leadership of our soldier of the cross,
and drum major for justice, Dr Rickey L.
Houston, extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, Sunday School at
9:00 a.m., and Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising on Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 pm. We also encourage
the community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

A Servant. A Preacher.
A Worshipper. A Leader.
An Unashamed Ambassador
Of The Cause Of Calvary.
Pastor Marvin Charles Leu, Jr.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Mt. Zion Progressive strives to
address all spiritual and personal
development needs of its members
and their families through our various
ministries such as:
Bookstore · Praise Dance ·
Hospitality · Nursing Home · 55+ ·
Intercessory Prayer · Homegoing ·
Girls Scouts · Boy Scouts · Cub
Scouts · Shepherd’s (Men’s) · Out

Reach · Breast Cancer Awareness ·
Wedding · Reading & Math
Enhancement · Youth Choir ·
Children’s · Women’s · Male Chorus ·
C.A.R.E.
(Choosing
Addiction
Recovery Efforts) · Middle School ·
High School · Girls · Boys · Ushers ·
Jr. Ushers · Mime · Youth Anchors for
Christ · Health & Wellness (Nurse’s
Guild) · Singles · Couples · Drum
Line · Media · Prison · Inspirational
Choir · Crown Financial Counseling
Our One-80 Ministry Services

(for Middle & High School Students)
are held 2nd & 4th Sundays 10am to
Noon in our Youth Chapel, 921 20th
Street South.
We extend an invitation to you to
join us in worship. Mt. Zion
Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church is located at 955 20th Street
South. Please contact us if you have
any questions regarding our ministries
at (727) 894.4311, or visit our website
at: www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
January Calendar Events
J an u a r y 3 0 - Wo me n ’s B ib le

Study-2010 Kickoff.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
S u n d a y S c h o o l Te a c h e r s ’

Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essay, and
financial aid/scholarships.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week.

Blessed with the ANOINTING of David, the
FAVOR of Joseph and the MANTLE of Joshua,
Pastor Marvin Charles Lue, Jr., strives to be the
epitome of holistic servanthood that not only
pleases the Almighty, but impacts the lives of those
he is sent to serve.
As a second generation proclaimer of the
Gospel, Pastor Lue was naturally endowed with
the gift of teaching through his parents; however it
would fall on deaf ears and cold hearts without the
intercession of the Holy Spirit, which is evident as
he stands and expounds on what thus saith the
Lord. Pastor Lue is not ashamed of the move of the
Holy Spirit in and through his life, for he realizes,
as his grandmother so eloquently proclaimed, “I
wouldn’t have a RELIGION I couldn’t FEEL
sometimes!”
A graduate of Morehouse College and the
Phillips School of Theology of the ITC, as well as
member of the World Methodist Council’s Order
of the Flame, Pastor Lue has taken advantage of
the opportunities to thoroughly prepare himself for
full time ministry. But he would contend that
having to face the challenges of life head on and
sometimes losing the fight has made him more

appreciative and in tune to the grace and mercy of
God, that is available to all who diligently and
sincerely seek him. Pastor Lue’s approach of
TRANSPARENT ministry has led countless
numbers to meet the Savior for themselves
because ‘if He can USE me, I know He can USE
others as well.’
Pastor Lue’s ministerial journey began as a
youth leader during his upbringing to his official
acknowledgement of his call to ministry in 1990 at
the age of 18. His pastoral career took flight in
1997 at the age of 25 and has led him to serve in the
states of Georgia, Missouri, and most prominently,
Florida. God has been especially evident in Pastor
Lue through the infusion of ground breaking ministries for the congregations he has served, along
with overflow growth in the numeric, spiritual, and
financial aspects of the communities of faith he has
been honored to lead. He has served Christian
Methodism on every level in some form of leadership and God has allowed him to leave a legacy in
those positions to serve a model in which others
may gleam from and build upon. Pastor Lue is
always mindful that some PLANT, others
WATER, but GOD gives the INCREASE!
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Darryl Rouson, State
KIN G
Representative/District 55.
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wishes to you on your birthday.
You are among the special
segment of our population
achieving this milestone in
longevity,” wrote Charlie Crist,
Governor. “It is with great
pleasure that I congratulate you
on the celebration of your 100th
birthday. You’ve seen the world
change dramatically over the
years. You have experienced 100
years of rich history. You’ve lived
through the opening of the
Panama Canal, sinking of the
Titanic, two world wars, the
Great Depression, the
Hindenburg, man landing on the
moon, refrigeration vs. icebox,
television vs. radio, the advent
penicillin and much more,” wrote

Mrs. King completed high
school in Millen, GA, in 1931
and attended Georgia State
College in Savannah and taught
adults for a period of time. She
was also presented a plaque commemorating her 100th Birthday
from Savannah State University.
Mrs. King is the mother of two
daughters, Carolyn Macon and
the late Gardner Hillis Williams.
The Social Security
Administration extended the life
expectancy tables up to age 119 in
2005. In the course of the last four
decades, the number of people
reaching 100 has increased
almost tenfold, so that now one in
fifty women and one in two
hundred men reach that age.

Photographs courtesy of Kelley Collier

