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Nelson Poynter  

Memorial Library 
USF St. Petersburg 

140 Seventh Avenue S. 

St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

 

(727) 873-4124 

www.nelson.usf.edu 

St. Petersburg and Pinellas County: 1920s and 1930s 
 

2009-2010 Calendar 
 

Images from the Earl R. Jacobs III Collection of  Francis G. Wagner’s  
St. Petersburg Photographs,  Nelson Poynter Memorial Library,  

University of  South Florida St. Petersburg 

The images in this calendar came from St Petersburg's first camera 

store, the Strand Camera Shop. Francis G. Wagner opened Strand 

in 1916 and his family sold it to an employee in 1963. The store 

closed around 1980 and various businesses used the space. Hired 

in April 1984 to clean out the storage loft,  Earl R. Jacobs III found 

more than one thousand negatives and donated them to USF St. 

Petersburg’s Nelson Poynter Memorial Library. The originals re-

side in Special Collections and Archives  of the Poynter Library. 

Approach to the “Million Dollar” Pier, St. Petersburg, 1926 



The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company sent a blimp to the site of the present-day  
Albert Whitted Airport in 1929. The Vinoy Park Hotel is in the background. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

End of Daylight 
Savings Time 

2 3 
 
 

Election Day 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
 
 

Veterans Day 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 

 
 

 

26 
 
 

Thanksgiving 

27 28 

29 30      

November 2009 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The American Legion Hall and original railroad pier in downtown St. Petersburg, circa 1927. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

Hanukkah 
(at sundown) 

12 

 
 

Hanukkah 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 
 
 

Winter Begins 

22 23 24 25 
 
 

Christmas 

26 
 
 
 

27 28 29 30 31 
 

 

  

December 2009 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



A not-so-gentle warning as Florida suffered during the Great Depression in the 1930s. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

January 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



Since its inception in the 1890s to celebrate George Washington’s birthday, the annual  
Festival of States Parade has attracted large crowds to St. Petersburg each winter. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 
 
 

Presidents’ Day 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

February 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The train depot along First Avenue South near Third Street welcomed visitors in the 1920s. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
 

Daylight  
Savings Time 

15 16 17 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 19 20 
 
 

Spring Begins 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 

Passover 
(at sundown) 

30 

 
Passover 

31    

March 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



Residents and tourists congregated on the famous downtown “green benches,” circa 1927. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
 
 

Good Friday 

3 

4 
 
 

Easter 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
Holocaust 

Remembrance 
Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

April 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



Feeding pelicans along Tampa Bay was a popular activity during the late 1920s. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
 

Mother’s Day 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Armed Forces 

Day 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 
Memorial Day 

     

May 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



Children playing at Spa Beach, near the Municipal Pier, in the mid-1920s. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 
 
 

Flag Day 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 
 
 

Father’s Day 

21 
 
 

Summer Begins 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

June 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The Don CeSar Hotel on Pass-a-Grille dominated the skyline when it opened in 1928. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 

Independence  
Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

July 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



Spongers with their bountiful catch anchor at the sponge docks in Tarpon Springs. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
 

First Day of 
Ramadan 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The Colonial Hotel and the 1904 home of Perry Snell sat along the south side of Second Avenue 
NE in the mid-1920s. The Snell House moved to USF St. Petersburg in August 1993. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 

 
 

Labor Day 

7 8 

 
Rosh Hashanah 
(at sundown) 

9 
 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

10 

 
 

Eid al Fitr 

11 
 
 

Patriot Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

 
Yom Kippur 
(at sundown) 

18 

 
 

Yom Kippur 

19 20 21 22 23 

 
 

Autumn Begins 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

September 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The Coast Guard Station protected the entry to Bayboro Harbor by the late 1920s. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
Halloween 

      

October 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



After opening in 1926, the “Million Dollar Pier” became a popular gathering place along 
the Tampa Bay waterfront. The St. Petersburg Yacht Club appears in the foreground. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

 
 

Election Day 

3 4 5 6 

7 

 
End of Daylight 
Savings Time 

8 9 10 11 
 
 

Veterans Day 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

26 27 

28 29 30     

November 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 



The Sunshine City prepares for another busy winter season on Central Avenue, circa 1927. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

Hanukkah 
(at sundown) 

2 

 
 

Hanukkah 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 
 
 

Winter Begins 

22 23 24 25 

 
 

Christmas 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

December 2010 

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg 
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