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about a Fountain of Youth?
How seashells saved St. Augustine
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Council seminar that 1565—the year St. Augustine was founded—was
one year after the death of Michelangelo and the birth of William
Shakespeare. The idea that the founding of St. Augustine enjoyed historic
parity with Elizabethan England and the Italian Renaissance is potent and
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To think that America’s earliest colonial experience was in Spanish Florida
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beach resorts, and rocket launches?
In 2013, Florida will commemorate Viva Florida 500—the state’s 500th
anniversary—marked from 1513 when Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de
León landed on Florida’s east coast. This historic occasion provides us
with an opportunity to place the Florida story in context and to expand
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had on Florida and our relationship to the Caribbean and Latin America.
This commemoration will celebrate the diverse, multicultural state that
Florida has been from the start. And we will not forget the perspective
from the shore—the indigenous native tribes who made this peninsula
home long before Europeans set foot on this continent. Thanks to an
ever-increasing body of archaeological findings we now have fascinating
insights into these pre-Columbian cultures.
Viva Florida 500 is our chance to shine the national spotlight on the
Sunshine State, to share our rich culture and diverse stories, and to remind
Floridians and the rest of the country that Florida truly is “First America.”
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We mourn the passing of Stetson Kennedy—
pioneer Florida folklorist, author, and
human-rights activist—who died August 27
at age 94. Our next issue of FORUM will
include a feature about this icon of Florida
history and culture.

COVER: This collection of images reflects the cultural diversity and time line of Florida’s
500 years of Spanish history and heritage.
The images, most of which appear in this issue, are courtesy of the Florida State Archives,
the Florida Museum of Natural History, and the University of West Florida Archaeology
Institute. Image at center left, 1921 corona cigar-box art by Jose Escalante & Co.,
from the University of South Florida Library Special and Digital Collections. Art at
bottom right, Timucuan warrior, courtesy of Florida artist Theodore Morris.

The Florida Humanities Council (FHC) would like to acknowledge the generous
support of the National Endowment for the Humanities; the State of Florida,
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs; the Florida Council on
Arts and Culture; and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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f Harry Potter had a
jigsaw puzzle, what would it
look like? Social studies teacher Douglas
Walker poses that question to his
eighth-graders at Lake Asbury Junior High
School in Clay County. The students respond
that the puzzle would probably move and
talk and change shape. When a new piece is
added, maybe the puzzle would morph into
an entirely new configuration and say things
it hadn’t said before. Add another piece, and
the puzzle would shape-shift again and say
something entirely different.

2

F O R U M

F L O R I D A

H U M A N I T I E S

C O U N C I L

That’s just the way history is, Walker tells
them. When historians discover new
information about our collective past, the
puzzle can take on a different shape and
tell a different story about what happened
and how we got to where we are. That’s the
frustration—but also the fascination—of
studying history, he says.
We focus on the puzzle of Florida’s
past in this issue of FORUM. Our exploration
of the state’s Spanish history and heritage comes as
Floridians prepare to commemorate the 500th anniversary of
Ponce de León’s landing on our shores. His discovery of La
Florida, the southeastern edge of a New World, changed the
course of history. And our understanding of what happened
continues to evolve.

the Spanish 56 years earlier when they arrived at St. Augustine:
They held a Mass to thank God for their safe arrival and shared
a meal with the Indians—probably a stew made of salted pork
and garbanzo beans laced with garlic.
Gannon, Distinguished Service Professor of History
Emeritus at the University of Florida, has written and spoken
about this over the years—and media reporters still interview
him around Thanksgiving season. But he says, “It is very
difficult to get the powdered-wig states to the north of Florida
to recognize St. Augustine’s priority among American cities.
Even historians and journalists, particularly those of an AngloAmerican bent, seem reluctant to accord any special stature to
that dark-haired community, which was set in place one year
following the death of Michelangelo and the birth of William
Shakespeare.” This becomes an interesting lesson in who writes
history and how tenaciously we hang on to our national stories.
This FORUM draws from the considerable research
produced by Florida’s scholars, including Gannon and dozens
of others. We do this knowing that the work goes on, that new
pieces are constantly being added to the shape-shifting picture
we have of Florida’s past.
So, just as this issue of FORUM commemorates Florida’s
Spanish heritage, it also speaks to the ever-changing nature of
history itself. We hope you find it fascinating.
BARBARA O’REILLEY is editor of FORUM.

Painting by David Leonard, 2011. Oil on canvas, 18 in. by 48 in.

Take the case of Ponce’s fabled quest for a Fountain
of Youth. The popular perception is that Ponce happened
upon Florida while searching for a magical spring that
would make old men young again. This myth has resonated
over the years, as Florida became a destination for northern
retirees seeking a rejuvenating place in the sun. But the
myth about Ponce simply isn’t true, says Florida historian
J. Michael Francis, who regularly combs through primary
documents in Spain. His article in this issue traces how the
story got started.
Our history books also tell us that the first
Underground Railroad took slaves north to freedom.
But research by Florida archaeologists and historians
has revealed that the first Underground Railroad
actually went south—to Florida. Nearly 300
years ago, slaves escaped from English Carolina
plantations and made their way south to Spanish
St. Augustine, where they were given sanctuary. They
established Fort Mose nearby, and it became the first
town for free people of color. FORUM looks at the
remarkable leader of Fort Mose’s militia.
We’ve grown up hearing the story of the first
Thanksgiving: The Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, Mass.,
gave thanks to God, and shared a meal with the Indians.
But historian Michael Gannon has shown through his
research that the real first Thanksgiving was celebrated by

Hernando de Soto’s 1539 landing on the Tampa Bay shore is depicted in this oil painting by self-taught artist David Leonard of St. Petersburg. The image, based on
meticulous research, shows horses being unloaded from the flagship, San Cristobal, while a smaller brigantine carries explorers ashore; de Soto stands in the stern.
In the lower right corner, the Roman goddess of luck holds a trident. But death (the skeleton) emerges from below, signifying the expedition’s bad luck; nearly half
its men were lost (including de Soto). Indigenous people (an estimated 350,000 inhabited Florida) are represented by smoke signals visible along the shore.
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Dreams lost, dreams found in the

quest for Florida

An ambitious explorer, Juan Ponce de León, set sail on March 3, 1513, from a
Spanish port in Puerto Rico, hoping to locate the fabled island of Bimini to find his
fortune. But his three ships happened upon a much larger landmass, which he named
“La Florida” in honor of the season Pasqua florida (Easter of the flowers). Where exactly he
first set foot on Florida’s Atlantic coast is unknown, but many scholars now believe it was
near current-day Melbourne Beach.

P

once’s landing
was “the most momentous
event in the history of
Florida,” writes Florida
historian Gary Mormino.
“It most likely involved a Spanish sailor
or soldier wading ashore to encounter
an Ais or Tequesta warrior or shaman.
Perhaps the inhaling of strange body
smells, the pain inflicted by Toledo steel
or stone-tipped spears, or the unintelligible words marked Florida’s chapter
of genesis.”
This discovery of a new land began
a life-altering cultural exchange between
two worlds. “If there was any discovery
made, it was mutual, between peoples
and cultures alien to one another,”
Mormino writes.

1513

Explorer Juan Ponce de León sets foot on
land he names La Florida, probably near present-day
Melbourne Beach.
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Over the next 52 years, a halfdozen Spanish expeditions (including
a second effort by Ponce) set out for
Florida. Another half-dozen explored
nearby areas on the Gulf and Atlantic
coasts. Some sought gold or Indian
slaves or hoped to establish settlements.
Some were driven off or killed by
natives. Others became lost—wandering
and starving as they made their way
through tangled jungle foliage in the
heat and mosquitoes. Some were wiped
out by hurricanes.
Finally, in 1559 a Spanish
expedition established a foothold in
Florida—but it was short-lived. Don
Tristán de Luna y Arellano led more
than 1,000 colonists and 540 soldiers
on 11 ships to the site of present-day
Pensacola. A month later a major
hurricane struck, destroying several of
their ships before food and supplies
were completely unloaded. The colony
struggled and starved for two years
before giving up and moving on.
Meanwhile, France wanted to
establish a presence in the New World
and began a colonizing effort in 1564
on Florida’s northeast coast near
present-day Jacksonville. Many of the
300 soldiers and settlers in this group

1521

After serving as governor of Puerto Rico, Ponce leads
a colonizing expedition to the Gulf Coast. He is wounded by Calusa
Indians and retreats to Havana, where he dies.
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Christopher M. Still,
La Florida, 2003. Oil on
linen, 48 in. by 126 in.
Courtesy of the artist,
wwwChristopherStill.com.

Top: Juan Ponce de León, far left, is guarded by conquistadors
as he raises a cup to celebrate his expedition’s 1513 landing on
Florida’s shore. This depiction by Florida artist Christopher M. Still,
was commissioned by the Florida House of Representatives and is
on display in the Capitol.

A portrait of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, who
founded St. Augustine in 1565.
At left, a depiction of Ponce de León.

1528

The expedition of Pánfilo de Narváez is blown
ashore near Tampa Bay. Lost, the group wanders around the Gulf
Coast. A few survivors arrive eight years later in Mexico City.

Shipwrecked History

The oldest colonial shipwrecks to be discovered in Florida’s
waters are relics of the ill-fated 1559 Luna expedition. Since
1992, underwater archaeologists have brought up thousands
of artifacts from these time capsules in Pensacola Bay,
including cannonballs, pottery, and such finds as a breast
plate of Spanish armor. Many artifacts are on display in the
Archaeology Institute at the University of West Florida and
Pensacola’s T.T. Wentworth Museum.

were Huguenots (Protestants) seeking
refuge from religious persecution in
France. They built a triangular wooden
structure, Fort Caroline, near the mouth
of the St. Johns River.
Spain’s King Phillip II was angry
when he got word of this. He viewed the
French as interlopers encroaching on
Spanish territory. He directed Admiral
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, who was
organizing a colonizing expedition to
Florida, to drive them out “by what
means you see fit.”
With five ships and 800 soldiers
and colonists, Menéndez reached
Florida’s northeast coast on September
8, 1565, and founded a settlement that
he named St. Augustine. Two days
later four French ships carrying 400
infantrymen appeared off the coast.
Their intent “was to exterminate the
infant Spanish settlement,” historian
Michael Gannon writes. But a storm
blew them southward, eventually
smashing them into the coast.
This threat, Gannon writes, spurred
Menéndez to confront the French. He
and 50 of his men marched two days
north to Fort Caroline and attacked.
They killed 132 French soldiers—but
spared women, children, and a few
others. About 45 of the French escaped.
Over the next month, Menéndez
also confronted more than 300 French
soldiers and sailors who had been
shipwrecked at an inlet south of St.
Augustine. They surrendered to him,
but “he made no promises as to how
exactly they would be treated,” Gannon
writes. “In each case the men were
brought across the inlet in groups of 10
by a Spanish longboat and, after their
hands were bound, they were marched

1539

Hernando de Soto lands near
Tampa Bay with nearly 600 men. They trek through
what is now the southeastern United States.

1559

behind the sand dunes and summarily
executed by sword and dagger.”
These executions were
controversial among the settlers,
according to Gannon, and still
are today. Some have argued that
Menéndez had little choice because
he didn’t have the men to guard the
prisoners, the food to feed them, nor
the boats to send them away. Others
have characterized the actions as
brutal and unnecessary.
This article, written by FORUM Editor Barbara
O’Reilley, is a compilation of information from
several Florida scholars.

An African Guide

Estéban de Dorantes, an enslaved
Moroccan on the disastrous 1528 Narváez
expedition, was one of the first Africans to
explore Florida. He acted as a guide and
translator for his companions as they wandered
for eight years around the Gulf Coast. In 1536,
he and three Spanish survivors “came back from
the dead” when they reached Mexico City.
A statue of explorer Tristán de Luna overlooks Plaza
de Luna Park in Pensacola. His 1559 settlement
survived for only two years.

The Black Legend

Spanish explorers killed Indians, captured slaves, and destroyed
rival colonies. Such brutal episodes became part of La Leyenda
Negra (The Black Legend), which held that Spain and its
conquistadors were particularly cruel. But violence was
common during the competition for New World hegemony—
and was perpetrated by others, too. Indians killed explorers;
the French wiped out a Spanish garrison; the British burned
St. Augustine and collaborated in the killing of hundreds of
Indian mission converts; and Americans invaded Florida when
it was a Spanish possession, blowing up a fort and killing more
than 300 African Americans and Indians. History records few
examples of conquest without violence and cruelty.

Don Tristán de Luna sets up a
settlement that lasts two years at the site of
present-day Pensacola.
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French settlers
build Fort Caroline at the mouth of
the St. Johns River.
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1565

Pedro Menéndez de Aviles destroys the French
colony and founds St. Augustine, which becomes the first
permanent European settlement in what would become the
United States.
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Who started the myth about a

FOUNTAIN of YOUTH?
B y J. M ichael F rancis

Thomas Moran (American, 1837–1926), Ponce de León in Florida, 1877–1878, oil on canvas, 64 ¾ x 115 7/8 in.
Acquired for the people of Florida by The Frederick H. Schultz Family and Bank of America. Additional funding from The Cummer Council.

Escalante’s unique account
is widely considered one of the
most important documents on
early-colonial Florida history.
But perhaps it is best known
as one of the earliest written
references to Florida’s most
enduring myth: Juan Ponce de
León’s quest for the Fountain
of Youth.
According to Escalante,
Indians in Cuba and Santo
Domingo were convinced
that a magical river existed
somewhere on the Florida
peninsula and that bathing in
it turned old men young again.
Large numbers of these Indians
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went in search of the elusive waters, he wrote, and many died in
the process. He derided the Indians for believing such a foolish
legend and added that while he was a captive he had bathed in
many of Florida’s numerous rivers. Yet “to my great displeasure,”
he wrote with a hint of sarcasm, “I was never able to verify the
fountain’s existence.” He then mocked the lone Spaniard naïve
enough to believe such a tall tale. “It was simply laughable,” he
wrote, that Juan Ponce de León would set out on such a quest.
It might be easy to understand Escalante’s contempt if it were
not for one small matter: Ponce was never searching for a Fountain
of Youth. There, I said it. Ponce
de León was never searching for a
Fountain of Youth. Escalante was
simply repeating an apocryphal
story that had appeared in a
work published more than
two decades after Ponce’s 1513
expedition to Florida, and more
than a decade after Ponce’s death.
There is no historical evidence
to suggest that Ponce was even
aware of the fabled spring, let
alone that he risked life and
fortune on a quest to locate it.
Of course, Escalante did
not invent the Fountain of
Youth story, nor was he the
first to associate Ponce with it.
Rumors of magical rejuvenating

An imaginary scene of Ponce de León at a Fountain of Youth.
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Image: Florida State Archives

I

n 1575, not long before his death,
a Spaniard named Hernando de
Escalante Fontaneda drafted a
remarkable memoir chronicling his
17-year ordeal as a captive among Florida’s
Calusa Indians. Escalante was enslaved
by the Calusas in 1549 after he survived a
shipwreck in the Florida Keys. At the time,
he was just 13 years old.

Courtesy of the Cummer Museum
of Art and Gardens, Jacksonville

human and natural history that is widely
considered the finest chronicle of the
16th century, Oviedo wrote about the
explorers of the New World. He praised
the actions of men like Christopher
Columbus and, to a lesser extent,
Hernando Cortés; however he vilified
the greed, capriciousness, superstition,
and stupidity of others. One of his
Escalante remained among the
targets was Juan Ponce de León.
Indians until 1566, when he was rescued by
According to Oviedo, Ponce was a
a group of Spaniards led by Pedro Menéndez
de Avilés, the founder of St. Augustine.
vain and credulous man, prone to pursue
silly ventures that enhanced his own
Copyright ©1992 by William L. Trotter, from the book, Thirty
ego, no matter the cost. To illustrate this
Florida Shipwrecks, copyright ©1992 by Kevin M. McCarthy.
Used by permission of Pineapple Press, Inc.
point, Oviedo claimed that a group of
Indians in the Caribbean had deceived
Ponce and his followers, leading them
to believe that an enchanted spring was
rumors were true, Ponce and his men
hidden somewhere in the islands of
wandered aimlessly among the islands
Bimini (the Bahamas), and that its waters for six months, Oviedo claimed.
made men young again. Convinced the
Continuing to mock Ponce’s
gullibility, Oviedo claimed that he
himself had witnessed first-hand
how old men could turn young,
Thought to be the route of Ponce de León’s first voyage in 1513.
something that was achieved without
the assistance of any fountain; rather,
the transformation was caused
simply by a weakening of the brain,
which made grown men behave like
boys who possessed little reason or
understanding. This, Oviedo claimed,
was precisely what had happened to
Ponce de León.
If Oviedo initiated the link
between Ponce and a search for the
fabled fountain, another Spanish
chronicler, Antonio de Herrera
y Tordesillas, reinforced the
connection. Herrera’s 1601 chronicle
provides the most detailed account of
Ponce’s 1513 voyage and appears to
have been based in part on now-lost
original accounts of the expedition.
Often labeled as one of the great
plagiarists of the early-modern era
(a practice that was in fact common
among virtually all early modern
chroniclers) Herrera borrowed
liberally from previous chroniclers
like Oviedo and, most likely,
Escalante’s captivity narrative.
Since the publication of Herrera’s
chronicle, scores of modern writers
have repeated, distorted, and often
exaggerated the association between
Ponce’s 1513 expedition and the
Fountain of Youth. Over time, what
Adapted image: Florida State Archives

springs had deep historical roots in
medieval lore, occupying a privileged
place in Eurasian mythology, along with
tales of Amazon women, the Seven
Cities of Cíbola, and other popular
tales. Versions of these stories had
long existed in many parts of Europe,
the Middle East, and Asia. Thus, it is
hardly surprising that not long after
Columbus’s initial voyages to the
Caribbean, reports began to emerge
that the elusive waters were to be found
somewhere in the New World.
It was not until 1535—more than
20 years after Ponce’s 1513 voyage to
Florida and more than a decade after
he died in 1521—that a historian
associated him with a quest for the
Fountain of Youth. It was the great
Spanish chronicler Gonzalo Fernández
de Oviedo y Valdés who introduced
this story. In an exhaustive work of
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fortune elsewhere. Rumors of rich
islands to the northwest of Puerto Rico
led the disgruntled Ponce to negotiate
with King Ferdinand for the rights and
privileges of a new conquest expedition.
Like so many of his contemporaries, he
expected these new territories to yield
wealth, titles, power, and prestige. He
was never searching for a magical elixir
that promised to restore his youth.

Courtesy of Charlotte M. Porter

began as myth has slowly transformed
into historical fact.
If he was not searching for the
fountain, why then did Ponce embark
on such a costly expedition? Simply
put, Ponce wanted to be compensated
for having been forced to surrender
the governorship of Puerto Rico in
1511. With no political future in the
Spanish territories of Puerto Rico or
Cuba, Ponce had to seek fame and

Painting by Alyne Harris, self-taught Gainesville artist.

A

story enters into the realm of myth because it somehow captures a
psychological “truth” that is deeper than historical “facts.” Myth is
history in poetic form, and poetry speaks to our soul in a way that
dry facts never can.
Art embodies myth and translates it into visual referents that we understand
in a universal language that is older than words. Art, then, is a form of
advertising—it supports and promotes a point of view; it defines our culture and
our values and gives us a feeling of continuity. What is the great myth behind
the story of Ponce and his search? It is our unending obsession with finding a
way to become immortal, to cheat death and live forever. That story refuses to be
repudiated by mere “historical facts.”
The legendary search for the Fountain is one of the great myths of the world.
In Florida, it has been one of the defining myths of our cultural identity. In nature,
in architecture, in advertising, in popular art and even in medicine, the Fountain
myth is everywhere, a source of endless inspiration and allure…
For at least 500 years, the Fountain of Youth has defined Florida’s reputation
as a land of sunshine and dreams, rejuvenation and relaxation, health and wealth
and a better tomorrow… a place where anything can happen, where a miracle
might actually occur.
Mallory O’Connor,
Professor of Art History Emerita
Santa Fe College, Gainesville.
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Of course, I am not the first
historian to challenge the veracity
of the Fountain of Youth story and
its connection to Ponce de León’s
expeditions to Florida. Over the past
century, numerous scholars have
attempted to dismantle the narrative,
all to little avail. In 1935, historian
Frederick Davis blamed modern writers
for the fable. In 1965, Luís Rafael Arana
not only contested the claim about
Ponce’s quest but added that there
was no evidence that Ponce was even
aware of the story. In 1992, Douglas
T. Peck blasted previous historians for
“perverting” the “factual past” in favor
of the Fountain of Youth fable. And
there were others.
Most recently, Tony Horwitz’s
witty satire, A Voyage Long and Strange
on the Trail of Vikings, Conquistadors,
Lost Colonists, and Other Adventurers
in Early America, presented the
Fountain of Youth story as one of many
contemporary historical hoaxes, aimed
not to inform, but rather to entertain,
deceive, and relieve unsuspecting
tourists of their spending money.
In early April of 2013, Floridians
across the state will gather to
commemorate the 500-year anniversary
of Ponce’s landing. Local, state,
and federal organizations, as well
as educational institutions, tourism
officials, and businesses, are busy
planning programs, conferences, and
promotions aimed to attract visitors to
the state and to share Florida’s rich but
often neglected colonial past. But what
stories are we going to tell? And who is
going to tell them?
Ponce de León and the Fountain
of Youth tale will undoubtedly figure
prominently in the commemoration
celebrations of 2013. As Florida’s most
enduring popular myth, it probably
should. In fact, one might argue that
the tale has become so deeply woven
into the fabric of Florida’s collective
identity that it has now transcended
myth. It has become an integral part
of Florida’s past, especially over the
last 150 years. I think there is some
truth to that claim, and I do not
advocate a campaign to dismantle
it. We can learn a great deal from

Courtesy of www.augustine.com

T

he Florida dream incorporated the
birth of the Fountain of Youth into
a publicity campaign that lured
millions of senior citizens to the
Sunshine State. ‘Come to Florida’ the dream
promised, and the grey-haired auto workers and
accountants from Kokomo and Kankakee migrated
in hopes of palm trees, balmy Februarys, and
youthful vitality. A refuge and a dream, a timewarp and brave new world, Florida provided a
new home to millions of Americans wishing to
reinvent themselves.”
Gary R. Mormino,
Frank E. Duckwall Professor of Florida Studies
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg

studying myths, how they evolve and
transform, and why they persist.
At the same time, the inherent
danger in any commemoration
celebration is that myth will overshadow
history. In the end, the central problem
with fables such as the Fountain of
Youth is that they tend to simplify
and trivialize the past. The upcoming
commemoration celebrations provide
a unique opportunity to move beyond
myth, to share Florida’s real past.
From the earliest contact in the
16th century, Florida’s history became
part of a global tale, one that extended
into the vast Caribbean, across the
Atlantic to the Iberian Peninsula and
the rest of Europe. It became intimately
connected to Africa and the slave trade.
Goods from Asia circulated throughout
the province.
Despite their declining numbers,
Florida’s disparate Indian populations
always outnumbered Europeans and
Africans. For more than three centuries,
European, African (both free and
enslaved), and Indian men and women
interacted. And like all human affairs,
their relationships were complex and
messy. At various times, Florida’s early
inhabitants fought, negotiated, traded,
competed, celebrated, married, raised
families, exploited, and cohabited.
Violent clashes occurred, but so did
long periods of peace and coexistence.
Tragedy blended with triumph, and
events unfolded in unpredictable ways,
often with surprising outcomes.

F L O R I D A H U M A N I T I E S . O R G

Ultimately, Florida’s “real”
history is far richer and, dare I say it,
entertaining, than the mythical tale
of an aging conquistador on a failed
quest to locate a magical river whose
restorative waters would bring him
good health and perpetual youth.
We know the myth; it’s time to share
the history.

J. MICHAEL FRANCIS, professor and chair
of the Department of History at the University
of North Florida, is the author of numerous
works, including Murder and Martyrdom in
Spanish Florida: Don Juan and the Guale
Uprising of 1597 and Invading Colombia:
Spanish Accounts of the Gonzalo Jiménez de
Quesada Expedition of Conquest.

SEE THE HOTTEST SHOWS!

800.955.1045 • STRAZCENTER.ORG • TAMPA, FL
Events, days, dates, times, performers and prices are subject to change without notice.
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HOW Seashells saved St. Augustine

During its early years St. Augustine was looted by
murderous pirates and burned to the ground. But it rebuilt
and persevered. After a particularly violent attack by English
corsairs in 1668, officials decided to build a stone fortress
to protect the city. They were also feeling threatened by the
establishment of an English colony to the north.
Local Indians introduced them to coquina, a hard
surface under the sand of a barrier island. Coquina was
formed by sand and billions of tiny mollusk shells cemented
together by their own lime over the millennia.
In 1672, Spanish officials began building the Castillo de
San Marcos out of coquina. The construction, which took 23

years, was completed just in time. In 1702,
more than 1,000 English soldiers and
their Indian allies attacked St. Augustine,
with the intent of wresting Florida away
from Spain. But they could not breach the
Castillo, where the town’s 1,300 people
hid with their livestock. Infuriated, the
raiders burned down the rest of the town.
In re-building St. Augustine this
time, the governors turned to coquina.
They erected residences; shops; and
government, military, and church
buildings—all of coquina. “St. Augustine
gradually became a stone city, plastered
and whitewashed inside and out, with
tabby floors and cypress shingle roofs,”
writes historian Michael Gannon. The
Castillo and many of the town’s coquina
buildings still stand today.
St. Augustine existed under Spanish
rule for a total of 235 years (excluding a
20-year period of British rule in the late
18th century). Gannon points out: “Not
until 2055 will an American flag have
flown over St. Augustine as long as did
the flag of Spain.”

A corner of the Castillo de San Marcos,
built of coquina shells.

Image: Florida Museum of Natural History

St. Augustine began as a small,
impoverished town that was barely able to
feed itself. But it was strategically important
to Spain. It stood as a sentry against efforts by
France and, later, by England to claim Florida.
And it served as an outpost for Spanish ships
riding along the Gulf Stream, the strong
current that flowed up Florida’s Atlantic
Coast and then turned east toward Europe.
This was the oceanic highway for vessels
bringing New World treasures back to their
homeland.

The articles on these two pages, written by
FORUM Editor Barbara O’Reilley, are compilations
of information from several Florida scholars.

A depiction of Timucua chief
Doña María Meléndez, who
ruled the town of Nombre de
Dios just outside St. Augustine.
In 1587 she saved the city from
starvation by supplying corn
grown by her people.

A city of ‘firsts’

S

This coquina structure is the outdoor
kitchen behind the González-Alvarez
house, known as the oldest house in
St. Augustine.

1565

Pedro Menéndez founds
St. Augustine and pledges to bring
Christianity to Florida Indians.
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t. Augustine, the first permanent
European settlement in the United States, was
the site of many American firsts— including
the first Thanksgiving, Florida historians say.
Admiral Pedro Menéndez founded St. Augustine
in 1565. Forty-two years later, Captain John Smith
established the first permanent English colony,
Jamestown. The Pilgrims sat down to a thanksgiving
meal with Indians in Plymouth 56 years after St.
Augustine settlers had already done so.
“By the dates when Jamestown and Plymouth
were founded, St. Augustine was up for urban renewal,”
writes Florida historian Michael Gannon. The Spanish

1650

Nearly 30,000 Indians live at 41
Spanish mission towns in Florida.
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1670

settlement “was a city with fort, church,
market, college seminary, six-bed hospital,
and 120 shops and homes.”
St. Augustine was also first in the
country to introduce European agriculture,
plants, and animals; first to build a
mission; and first to offer sanctuary to
escaped slaves. In addition, it was the first
planned city, with government buildings
and a church at the edges of a central
plaza. St. Augustine was laid out according
to a design that Spain imposed on all its
municipalities in the Americas.

England establishes the
colony of Charles Town in Carolina.

1672

St. Augustine begins building a stone
fortress, the Castillo de San Marcos.

Father Alonso de Escobedo, a priest assigned to the mission
village of Nombre de Dios, wrote a long epic poem, La Florida,
describing his experiences in the New World.

Spanish missions stretched from St. Augustine well into La Florida’s interior.

The life and death of

S panish m issions

In addition to preaching Christianity, the missions
instructed Indians in European farming methods, cattle and
hog raising, weaving, music, and, in many instances, reading
and writing. But these enterprises weren’t entirely altruistic,
notes Bonnie McEwan, executive director at Mission San
Luis in Tallahassee. Spaniards also used them to secure
and control isolated territories in order to meet religious,
military, and economic goals. And the grain and fruit they
grew helped feed St. Augustine.
By 1650 an estimated 30,000 native men, women, and
children lived at 41 missions from St. Augustine to
Tallahassee. By the 1670s, the native population
was in decline. The early years of warfare with
Spaniards; revolts against Spanish rule; and
diseases like measles, smallpox, and plague
cost many lives. By 1675 only about 13,000

1693

Spanish territories offer religious sanctuary
to slaves fleeing Protestant colonies. This enrages English
colonists, whose slaves are escaping to Florida.

1698
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Spain establishes Pensacola.

Indians remained in the missions, writes James Cusick, curator at
the University of Florida’s P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History.
Increasingly violent conflicts between the Spanish of
La Florida and English colonists to the north brought about
the demise of the missions. English soldiers and their Indian allies
from Carolina destroyed the missions in raids from 1702
to 1706.
In the Apalachee missions, “where friars and natives had
lived peacefully for generations within the sound of mission
bells, the invaders spread death and destruction,” writes historian
Michael Gannon. “Many of the Christian natives were impaled
on stakes. Every mission was depopulated. Every cross-topped
structure was burned. Altogether, the Carolinians killed 1,000
Apalachee converts, forced 2,000 into exile, and took 1,000 to
Carolina as slaves. It was the largest slave raid ever in the South.”
Some natives escaped the raids and moved to St. Augustine,
while others moved west to Louisiana, McEwan writes.
Courtesy University Press of Florida

T

hree days after
landing at
St. Augustine,
Pedro Menéndez wrote to
King Philip II: “I have offered to Our Lord
all that He may give me in this world…in
order to plant the Gospel in this land for the
enlightenment of its natives.” Menéndez’s
pledge resulted in the development of an
extensive system of mission towns that
spanned northeast Florida for 125 years.

An artist’s conception of the church at Mission San Luis. From The Apalachee
Indians and Mission San Luis, by John H. Hann and Bonnie G. McEwan.

1702

English soldiers, with
Indian allies from Carolina, attack St.
Augustine but can’t breach the Castillo.
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1702 to 1706

English-Indian
forces destroy missions, killing and enslaving thousands of
Florida natives.
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A remarkable figure emerges from the past
B y D arcie M ac M ahon

R

Menéndez was born a Mandinga
(Mandinka) in West Africa, was
enslaved and taken to English Carolina.
He escaped and lived among the
Yamassee Indians for several years,
fighting with them against the English.
In 1724 he arrived in St. Augustine.
From there his story unfolds, as
pieced together through the painstaking
work of historian Jane Landers, who
has searched through sources as diverse
as military, church, and court records
in the archives of Spain, Cuba, and
Florida. The fragile and disparate nature
of the documents makes it even more
astonishing that one person’s story
could possibly take shape.
Menéndez went to St. Augustine to
take advantage of a Spanish policy that
offered freedom to English-enslaved
Africans who escaped to Florida and
converted to Catholicism. He requested
this religious sanctuary. But along
with some other refugees from English
Carolina, he was double-crossed by a
Yamassee known as “Mad Dog” and
sold to the Spaniards in exchange for
liquor and corn.
St. Augustine’s governor
then sold the runaways to leading
community members, convinced
he should do so to compensate the
British financially for losing their
slaves. Menéndez was enslaved to
the royal accountant, Don Francisco
Menéndez Márquez, from whom he
likely acquired his Spanish name.
The Spaniards must have quickly
recognized Menéndez’s leadership
skills, because in 1726 they appointed
him commander of a slave militia.
(Black militia, both slave and free,
12
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Image: Florida Museum of Natural History

arely does such a luminary character as Francisco Menéndez emerge
out of the tattered pages of history. The story of this multilingual African man who
escaped slavery, led a militia, and talked his way out of trouble has been pieced together
from scattered colonial documents that are nearly 300 years old. His amazing story is
testimony to the bravery, perseverance, and contributions of free black people in Spanish Florida.

were common throughout the Spanish
colonies.) While serving as militia
commander, Menéndez persisted in
seeking his freedom. Finally in 1738,
following a petition supported by a
Yamassee leader’s commendations and
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moral justifications, a new governor
granted his request, along with 30
others unjustly re-enslaved.
At that point more than 100
runaways had arrived in St. Augustine.
The governor decided to send these
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FRANCISCO MENÉNDEZ

Image: Florida Museum of Natural History

to the King, recognizing him for both
his military and civilian valor. But as
far as we know, the King never replied.
These letters are more than
evocative—written by a man who, only
a few years before, escaped English
enslavement and navigated the politics
and customs of Spanish Florida well
enough to write in Spanish with a
flourish, achieve military and social
recognition, and pursue fair treatment
directly with the King.
Menéndez joined governmentsanctioned corsair (privateer) efforts,
which aimed to seize much-needed
supplies from ships and ports of
other nations. But during a 1741
corsair mission, he was captured
by the English ship Revenge. Upon
discovering his identity, his captors
tied him to a gun and threatened
castration in retaliation for atrocities
against the English at Mose.
Menéndez and his fellow
captives countered that Indians
committed the atrocities. Menéndez
further explained that he enlisted as
a corsair in order to reach Havana
and then find a way to Spain to seek
compensation for his services. But the
English still gave him 200 lashes and
“pickled him” (brining the wounds).
Then they re-enslaved him in the
Bahamas.
Back in St. Augustine, a second
Fort Mose was built in 1752. The
former residents moved back, along
with other refugees more recently
arrived. Incredibly, Menéndez shows
up in the records as commander.
Somehow, against all odds, he
either escaped or argued his way
back to Spanish Florida. The word

The second Fort Mose, located on a creek
surrounded by agricultural fields, is shown in
this detail from a 1763 map.

“determined” does not do him justice.
The only known census of the
Mose community, from 1759, lists
Menéndez as age 45 and married to
Ana Maria de Escovar, age 39, also from
English Carolina. At that time, the
community had 22 households and a
total population of 67.
In 1763 Spain ceded Florida to
England, and the Florida colonists
moved to Cuba. Menéndez, his wife
and four dependents, and others from
Mose and elsewhere were granted land in
Matanzas province, where they fashioned
a new community called San Agustín
de la Nueva Florida. But finding undue
hardships, some of them—including
Menéndez—moved to Havana. There his
trail goes cold, at least for now.
Historian Landers continues to
comb the documents for more of his
story. Time will tell if she is able to
unveil new details about this remarkable
man—a political pragmatist who with
diplomacy, flexibility, and strategic
determination overcame numerous
adversities to create the best life possible
for himself, his family and community.
Image: Florida Museum of Natural History

freed men, women,
and children to
establish a new
fort and town in a
frontier area two
miles north of St.
Augustine’s Castillo
de San Marcos.
They called
this new settlement
Gracia Real de
Santa Teresa de
Mose, and it
Archaeologists excavate
became known
the Fort Mose site.
as Fort Mose
(pronounced MoZAY). The men were members of the
Mose militia, and all vowed to be “the
most cruel enemies of the English”
and to spill their “last drop of blood
in defense of the Great Crown of
Spain and the Holy Faith.” Menéndez,
who was made militia captain, was
recognized as community leader, and
the residents at Mose were called his
“subjects.”
Two years later the English
attacked St. Augustine and, though
Fort Mose was destroyed, the Mose
militia played an important role in
defeating the English. After this victory,
Menéndez directly petitioned Spain’s
King for a salary, sending two letters
written and signed in his own hand
(not with the “X” customarily signed
by illiterate correspondents). He argued
that he had worked with “loyalty, zeal
and love” and had “been continually at
arms, and assisted in the maintenance
of the bastions, without the least royal
expense…to defend the Holy Evangel
and sovereignty of the Crown.” Florida’s
governor also recommended Menéndez

The site of Fort Mose today is a small island in a salt marsh.
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DARCIE MacMAHON, Exhibits Director at
the Florida Museum of Natural History, is the
co-author with Kathleen Deagan of Fort Mose:
Colonial America’s Black Fortress of Freedom.
Archaeologist Deagan, Distinguished Research
Curator Emerita at the museum, led the Fort
Mose excavation. Jane Landers is Gertrude
Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of History at
Vanderbilt University.

On August 15, 1559, Don Tristan de Luna entered Pensacola Bay,
establishing the first European settlement in the United States.
Though his mission was ultimately ill fated, de Luna's voyage
forever tied Florida to Spain's rich story of exploration and
bequeathed to Pensacola its unique and lasting history.
Experience those 450 years of history from sites of Spanish and English colonization
and the downtown square where Spain ceded Florida to the United States, to preCivil War forts and a century of naval aviation at the National Naval Aviation
Museum. Go to VisitPensacola.com for a free Visitor's Guide or call (800) 874-1234.
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Image courtesy of the artist, FloridaLostTribes.com.

Florida’s villages were global
By Gary R. Mormino

F

Image courtesy of the University of West Florida Archaeology Institute.

lorida colonists
Flanders, books printed in Amsterdam,
and native Floridians
and majolica earthenware baked in
became agents, willingly and
Venetian kilns.
unwillingly, of a powerful
Florida’s global connections
new force: globalization. Increasingly,
transcended boundaries and nation
decisions in Madrid, Paris, Rome,
states. Russell D. James described the
Havana, Mexico City, London,
trading company of Panton, Leslie &
Charleston, and Mobile affected pious
Co. in the following way: “The firm was
friars and flinty merchants, Apalachee
run by Scots, with British citizenship
caciques and African slaves. Failed
who spoke English, French, Spanish,
wheat harvests in Castile, a devastating
and in some cases, Portuguese, not to
hurricane in Hispaniola, and the price
mention native languages”.
of tanned leather in Florence affected
Succeeding waves of Spanish,
lives of distant floridanos.
French, British, Minorcans, and Africans
La Florida’s global connections
resulted in an exchange of plants
are well documented. Archaeologist
and animals. A new American table
Judith Bense
emerged. From
described the
South America
findings at the
and Mexico came
Presidio de
maize, potatoes,
Santa María
and tomatoes;
de Galve, a
from Europe came
fortified base
cattle, pigs, sheep,
built by the
and chickens as
Spanish in
well as wheat,
1698 to protect
chick peas, citrus,
their Pensacola
sugar and wine
settlement:
grapes; from
“We discovered
Africa came rice,
that the first
watermelons,
Hispanic
and okra.
Pensacolians
Spaniards
smoked
adapted to Indian
Dutch pipes
corn, snap beans,
and drank tea
squash, pumpkins,
from Chinese
and sassafras.
A depiction of Indians trading deerskins for British
goods in Pensacola. Painting by artist Dave Edwards
porcelain
“Maize, not
(acrylic on gesso board, 14 in. by 19 in.).
cups. They had
wheat,” contends
French and Italian rosaries, German
historian Amy Bushnell, “was the staff of
stoneware mugs, Swedish cannons,
life in Florida.”
and an abundance of Mexican
pottery.”
GARY R. MORMINO holds the Frank E.
St. Augustine wills document
Duckwall professorship in Florida Studies at the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
velvet gowns and linen sheets woven in

“We discovered that the first Hispanic Pensacolians smoked
Dutch pipes and drank tea from Chinese porcelain cups. They
had French and Italian rosaries, German stoneware mugs,
Swedish cannons, and an abundance of Mexican pottery.”
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A Timucuan warrior, as imagined by Florida artist
Theodore Morris.

Native tribes
were decimated

I

ndigenous people lived on the
Florida peninsula for more than 12,000
years, surviving off the bounty of the
land and water. They fished and hunted,
gathered plants, and sometimes cultivated crops.
Many lived in villages and developed societies
with chiefs and religious leaders. By some
estimates, about 350,000 natives in perhaps 100
named groups or tribes inhabited Florida when
the Europeans arrived in the early 1500s.
But during the next 250 years, these numbers
plummeted. What happened to the Timucuans,
the Apalachee, the Calusa, and the many other
Florida native peoples?
Colonialism “proved disastrous for all the
Indians,” writes Jerald T. Milanich, Curator
Emeritus in Archaeology at the Florida Museum
of Natural History. The impact of military
encounters, slave raids, and imported diseases
proved catastrophic to the native populations.
Thousands died or were taken north into slavery.
Some migrated away or were assimilated into
other tribes.
“Some of the Apalachee Indians survived,
and a few individuals from other groups went to
Cuba or Mexico with the Spaniards,” Milanich
writes. Others may have become part of the
Creek peoples who were moving into Florida and
began to be called by a new name—Seminole.
This article includes information from Florida Indians and the
Invasion from Europe by Jerald T. Milanich.

Guide Books to Help You Enjoy St. Augustine and North Florida
The Houses of St. Augustine
David Nolan
Illustrated history of the architectural eras
of the Ancient City.
$24.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-069-0
$16.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-075-1
8½ x 11 • 112 pages • photos & paintings

St. Augustine and St. Johns
County: A Historical Guide

$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-432-2
7 x 10 • 112 pages • Color photos

St. Johns River Guidebook

Jack Powell

Kevin M. McCarthy

Second Edition

Offers 140 places and reenactments in
Florida where you can experience the past, and a few
where you can time travel into the future.

Guide to the history, people, and sites
of this north-ﬂowing river from its source west of Vero
Beach to its mouth in Jacksonville.

$12.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-454-4
6 x 9 • 272 pages • 60 b&w photos

$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-435-3
6 x 9 • 176 pages • 53 b&w photos • 10 maps

William R. Adams
More than 80 historic sites in the Ancient
City from Fort San Diego in the north to Dixie Highway
in the south.

Time Traveler’s
Guide to Florida

Florida’s Finest Inns and
Bed & Breakfasts Second Edition

Florida’s Ghostly Legends
and Haunted Folklore

Bruce Hunt

Series by Greg Jenkins

Offers 120 of the most romantic, historic,
quaint, and often eclectic places to stay in Florida.

A collection of uncanny legends and
eerie folklore about Florida.

$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-437-7
6 x 9 • 240 pages • b&w photos

North FL, Vol 2: $12.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-328-8

Best Backroads of Florida
Douglas Waitley

Historical Traveler’s Guide
to Florida Second Edition

Volume 3: Beaches and Hills

Eliot Kleinberg

Ride near the beaches and over the hills of north Florida.
$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-283-0
6 x 9 • 296 pages • 100 b&w photos • 13 maps

Visit our website to
see our complete catalog.
800-746-3275 • www.pineapplepress.com

74 historical adventures—17 of them new.
$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-375-2
6 x 9 • 288 pages • 90 photos

Pineapple Press

Books to Help Understand the Spanish in Florida

Essays by experts in both
Spanish and English on the
influence of the Spanish in
Florida. Topics include Hernando de Soto, Plants of the
New World, Mario Sanchez, José Martí. Spanish and English
on facing pages so that the book can serve in language
instruction.

Albert Manucy

$8.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-016-4
6 x 9 • 112 pages • 12 b&w photos

FOURTH EDITION
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$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-261-8
6 x 9 • 224 pages • 66 b&w photos • 7 maps
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$14.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-489-6
6 x 9 • 200 pages • b&w photos
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This updated edition covers federal,
state, county, municipal, and private
lands in Broward, Collier, Hendry, Lee,
Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Palm Beach
counties, including more than 20 new
locations. Hikers, paddlers, bicyclists,
wildlife watchers, and campers will
find information on how to access the
natural areas, when to go, and how to
ensure a safe and enjoyable visit.

Whether you have hours or weeks, there is something for everyone who wants to
explore or unwind in the great outdoors.

De Soto’s Journey to the
Heart of La Florida

SUSAN D. JEWELL is a wildlife biologist with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service in Washington, D.C. She spent 12 years
studying wildlife in the Everglades and Florida Keys with
the Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service, and
the National Audubon Society. Ms. Jewell is also a freelance
writer of environmental issues and is the author of Exploring
Wild Central Florida and Gators, Gourdheads, and Pufflings: A
Biologist Slogs, Climbs, and Wings Her Way to Save Wildlife.

E. H. Haines

$16.95

FOURTH EDITION

EXPLORING
WILD
SOUTH FLORIDA
A Guide to Finding the Natural Areas and Wildlife

SUSAN D. JEWELL

JEWELL

The story of the expeditions of
Spanish explorers told through
the history of the first American
currency: pieces of eight. Traces
the rise and fall of Spain’s
world dominance and chronicles the developments in
transportation, organization, and military technology based
on competition for gold and silver.

Meet Hemingway, the cat lover
and devoted master of many
cats and dogs.

The southern tip of the Florida peninsula is a region of land and water that
blends continental and Caribbean habitats. From West Palm Beach to Fort Myers
and south through the Everglades and Florida Keys lie the world-renowned
wetlands and coral reefs that have long enticed people seeking unique, yearround outdoor experiences.

Key
West

Timothy R. Walton

Carlene F. Brennen

A biography of the founder
of St. Augustine, the nation’s
oldest continuously settled
city, and thus the little-known story of one of the founding
fathers of America. This book was the first to be written
about Menéndez.

AREA OF
DETAIL

The Spanish
Treasure Fleets

Hemingway’s Cats
( Now in paperback)

EXPLORING WILD SOUTH FLORIDA

$24.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-003-4
$18.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-004-1
6 x 9 • 368 pages • 40 b&w photos

New Books Now Available

Pedro Menéndez de Avilés,
Captain General of the Ocean
Sea

Ca
loo

Ann L. Henderson and
Gary R. Mormino,
Editors

Menéndez
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Spanish Pathways
in Florida 1492–1992

Pineapple Press, Inc.
Sarasota, Forida

A ﬁctionalized version
of the journal kept by
the private secretary of
Hernando de Soto during his 1539–43 desperate
journey of almost 4000 miles through the wilds of
La Florida. A tale of adventure and survival, undying
faith, unconquerable friendship, and the dark aspects
of human nature.
$16.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-428-5
6 x 9 • 160 pages
F L O R I D A

Exploring Wild
South Florida,
4th Edition
Su Jewell
A Guide to Finding the
Natural Areas and Wildlife

Covers the southern tip of the Florida peninsula
from West Palm Beach to Fort Myers and south
through the Everglades and Florida Keys. Hikers,
paddlers, bicyclists, wildlife watchers, and campers
will find information on how to access the natural
areas, when to go, and how to ensure your visit is
enjoyable and safe.
$16.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-500-8
6 x 9 • 288 Pages • b&w photos, color photo insert
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h u manities

Noted author and naturalist
to speak at humanities conference

Our “Teaching Florida” website
to be a dynamic classroom resource
The Florida Humanities Council is creating an online educational
tool for Florida teachers who want to learn more about our state’s
history and culture. TeachingFlorida.org, to be launched later this
year, will feature expertly researched articles, dynamic lesson plans,
classroom activities, primary and secondary resources, and links to
related topics.
The first unit will focus on Colonial Florida, with an emphasis on St.
Augustine. The website will grow to encompass other historical and
cultural topics. We will announce the launch date via our Facebook
page, website (floridahumanities.org), and E-News, as well as
through the media.

Artists invited to submit designs
for Spanish-heritage poster
Florida artists are invited to submit
entries in a poster-design contest for the
commemoration of Florida’s 500 years
of Spanish heritage. Entries are due by
Dec. 15, and the winning design will be
selected by public vote conducted on
the Florida Humanities Council website
(floridahumanities.org) in February 2012.
This will be the official “Viva Florida 500”
poster used through 2013 during numerous
events around the state commemorating
Ponce de León’s 1513 landing on the east coast of Florida and the
subsequent cultural relationship between Florida and Spain.
For more information about the contest, co-sponsored by the
Humanities Council and the Florida Department of State’s Division
of Cultural Affairs, go to floridahumanities.org.

FORUM receives top awards
for magazine excellence
FORUM magazine received three first-place “Charlie Awards” and
a second-place award in the 2011 Florida Magazine Association
competition. The honors are in the category for magazines of
associations.
The Fall 2010 issue of FORUM, “The Art and Soul of Florida,”
won first-place for special-theme issues; and the Summer 2010
FORUM featuring Florida Book Award recipients won second
place in that category.
Two first-place honors, for Best Feature Writing and Best In-Depth
Reporting, went to the article, “The Gulf of Mexico: An ancient
power central to our lives,” written by Jack E. Davis, professor of
history at the University of Florida. That article was featured in the
Spring 2011 FORUM, “The Gulf: How its bounty, beauty, and
bluster have shaped Florida.”
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Terry Tempest Williams,
author and fierce advocate
for environmental and
social issues, will deliver
the keynote speech at the
national conference of
state humanities councils,
to be held at the Vinoy
Renaissance Resort in St.
Petersburg this November.
Her speech, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m.,
is open to the public.
The annual conference, which
draws representatives from
humanities councils in 50
states and four U.S. territories,
is being hosted this year
by the Florida Humanities
Council. All of the councils
are affiliates of the National
Endowment for the
Humanities. The conference
theme is “Re-Imagining the
American Dream.”
Williams, known as a voice
for ecological consciousness
and social change, has written
many books, including the
environmental literature
Terry Tempest Williams
classic, Refuge: An Unnatural
History of Family and Place.
She is also a columnist for The Progressive and her work has appeared
in The New Yorker, The New York Times, and Orion Magazine. She is
the Annie Clark Tanner Scholar in Environmental Humanities at the
University of Utah.

New grant deadlines announced
for public humanities projects
Grants are available for Florida community organizations interested
in designing and implementing public humanities projects. Complete
details and application materials can be found on our website at
floridahumanities.org/grants.
• Major Grants (up to $15,000)—Letter of intent due October 14, 2011;
full application due January 6, 2012.
• Mini-Grants (up to $2,000)—Due dates: November 1, 2011;
January 1, March 1, May 1, July 1, September 1, 2012.
• Museum on Main Street (up to $10,000)—Due date: April 2, 2012.
• Partnership Grants (up to $8,000)—Due date: July 2, 2012.

calendar of events
Here are some highlights of the many free public events we sponsor around the state. Dates and
times are subject to change, and new events are continually added. For complete, up-to-date listings,
go to floridahumanities.org/calendar.
MIAMI—Feb. 9–12, 2012, University of Miami Coral Gables campus:
More than 25 scholars from Spain, Florida, and elsewhere in the United
States will discuss Florida as a crossroads of people, quests, and exchanges at a
free, public conference. This is one of several events
being planned around the state to commemorate
the 500th anniversary of Ponce de León’s 1513
landing on Florida soil. The presenters will include
scholars from anthropology, archaeology, art
history, geography, history, Latin American
studies, sociology, and Spanish literature. It
will close with a dramatic reading of a 17thcentury Spanish poem accompanied by period
music performed by instrumentalists and a choral
ensemble. Registration is required to attend.
For more information and to register, visit
humanities.miami.edu or call (305) 284-1580.

PENSACOLA—October 15, 7 p.m., J. Earle Bowden
Building: Dr. Rosalyn Howard, associate professor
of anthropology at the University of Central Florida,
discusses the history of Black Seminoles during Spanish
Colonial Florida.
ORMOND BEACH—Two events in the Anderson-Price
Memorial Building:
October 29, 10 a.m., Zach Zacharias, history curator
at the Museum of Arts and Sciences, discusses the war for
Cuban Independence and how Florida played a major role
in the Spanish-American War.
November 19, 10 a.m., Steve Noll and David

Tegeder, authors of Ditch of Dreams, talk about the long,
convoluted history of the Cross Florida Barge Canal, from
19th century to the present day.

JACKSONVILLE—Events with the Eugene
Savage exhibit at the Cummer Museum of
Art and Gardens:
October 19 and October 20, 1:30
p.m., Cummer Museum curator Holly

Keris presents a seated gallery talk about
artist Eugene Savage, who painted exotic
interpretations of Seminole life during
the 1930s.

November 8, 7 p.m., Jack Davis,

University of Florida history professor,
examines Marjory Stoneman Douglas’s 80year relationship with the Everglades.
Image courtesy of The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens

November 15, 2–6 p.m., Elizabeth B.

Heuer, University of North Florida assistant
professor of art history; Andrew K. Frank,
Florida State University associate professor
of history; and Seminole tribal historian
Willie Johns explore how imagery tells
stories, influences thought and behavior, and
explains our reality.

November 16 and November 17,
1:30 p.m., Willie Johns, Seminole tribal

historian, recounts growing up on the
reservation and how the physical alteration
of the Everglades and Lake Okeechobee
affected his family’s livelihood.
This mid-20th century painting by artist Eugene Savage contrasts traditional Seminole Indian life with modern
Florida. It is one of many Savage paintings that will be exhibited at the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens
in Jacksonville from October through Jan. 8, 2012. These works, not displayed publicly since the 1960s,
were acquired by the museum in 2007. Savage began painting them in the 1930s when he first visited the
Everglades. For 20 years he returned to document Seminole traditions and lifestyle threatened by modern
development. Many of his stylized scenes, such as Seminoles gliding through lush swamps in their dugout
canoes, are reminiscent of Surrealist dreamscapes and Art Deco sensibilities. Several events are planned
around this exhibit.
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Images courtesy of the University of West Florida Archaeology Institute

A stylized depiction of one family among the 18th-century Pensacola population
of nearly 300, which included soldiers, convict laborers, priests, Indians,
government bureaucrats, and civilians. Adapted from A Description of the
Kingdom of New Spain of 1774 by Pedro Alonso O’Crouley.

Shards of majolica, European-style tin-glazed
pottery, recovered in a dig at the old Spanish
fort in Pensacola.

Gen. Bernardo de Gálvez, a leader of
Spanish forces in America, won the Battle of
Pensacola in 1781, taking back West Florida
after 20 years of British rule.

Pensacola: A mixing pot of humanity

T

he Spanish successfully
established Pensacola in 1698,
about 140 years after Tristán
de Luna’s failed settlement
attempt there. The city grew into a multiracial,
multicultural port town—a destination for
seamen and immigrants from all over the world.
The following excerpt from the book Historic
Pensacola illustrates this:
In 1784, a diverse civilian population of about 300
lived in the town of Pensacola, while 800 Spanish soldiers
bunked at Fort San Carlos de Barrancas, the reconstituted
military stronghold on the bluffs overlooking the entrance to
Pensacola Bay. Subsequent censuses in 1791 and 1802 reveal
a civilian population of about 600, although these numbers
likely do not take into account black slaves living in the area;
some estimates have the slave population in the West Florida
colony as a whole approaching or surpassing the white
population. In 1805, on the heels of the Louisiana Purchase
and the migration of French and Spanish residents of New
Orleans to Pensacola, the civilian population of the
town approximated 1,400. By the 1820 census the
population was half that number, but it was as
diverse as ever.
Rachel Jackson, wife of Andrew Jackson
[Florida’s first territorial governor], confirmed
the kaleidoscopic nature of the Pensacola
population in a letter to friend Eliza Kingsley in
1821 [the year Florida became a U.S. Territory]:
“The inhabitants all speak Spanish and French.
Some speak four or five languages. Such a mixed
multitude, you, nor any of us, ever had an idea of.

1698

The Spanish establish
Pensacola as settlement and outpost.

20

F O R U M

1763

The French and Indian
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There are fewer white people by far than any other,
mixed with all nations under the canopy of heaven,
almost in nature’s darkness.” Rachel Jackson looked
upon the multi-ethnic, multiracial society with
dismay, disdain, and prejudice; but this mixing pot of
humanity on the shores of Pensacola Bay was
one of the most open and accepting societies
in North America.
A neighborhood on the west side of
Pensacola best exemplified the town’s
unwritten policy of openness and
toleration. Its residents included a
Spanish port captain and his wife,
a Canary Islander; a mulatto civil
servant; a Spanish grocer and tavern
owner and his black common-law
wife; an English carpenter; a free
black laundress; Julee Panton, a free
woman of color; Vincente Crespo, a Spanish
(Above, left) A religious
medallion recovered at the
butcher; Salvador Ruby, a prosperous mulatto
site of the Pensacola fort
shoemaker who owned several properties
and village, Presidio Santa
María de Galve, depicts
around town; and William Panton, a
Our Lady of Guadalupe.
principal in Panton, Leslie and Company,
This image incorporates
Old World Catholic
a major commercial concern with a govern
and New World Aztec
ment-sanctioned monopoly on the Indian
symbolism. The original
icon (above, right) is in
trade. Despite a lack of segregation in its
the Basilica of Guadalupe,
neighborhoods, Pensacola was not without a
Mexico City.
clear social hierarchy, and ensconced at the top
(At far left) A clay figurine
was the commandant.
discovered during an
Historic Pensacola was written by JOHN J. CLUNE
Jr., professor and chair of the Department of History
at the University of West Florida, and MARGO S.
STRINGFIELD, archaeologist and research associate
at the University of West Florida Archaeology Institute.

1781

Spanish military leader Bernardo de Gálvez captures
Pensacola from the British; Lord Cornwallis surrenders his forces at
Yorktown, thus ending the American Revolution in favor of the colonies.

C O U N C I L

archaeological dig at
Santa Rosa Pensacola.

1783

By siding with the colonies in the
American Revolution, Spain regains Florida. Most
English settlers move out.

Spain’s empire crumbles
B y G ary R. M ormino

E

Florida changes hands

mblazoned on Spain’s
royal coat of arms, the words
Plus Ultra (Further Beyond)
reminded the world of Emperor
Charles V’s favorite motto. Between the
Columbian voyages and 1790, the year the
last treasure fleet sailed the Spanish Main,
Spain forged an empire ranging from Central
and Western Europe to North Africa, from Florida to Texas to
Patagonia, from California to the Philippines.

In 1818, Gen. Andrew Jackson, a future
United States president, marched his army
into Spanish-controlled Florida and easily
captured Pensacola.

1785–1821

Alas, Spain overreached and
underachieved. In his influential book,
The Rise and Fall of Great Empires, Paul
Kennedy contended that Spain frittered
away its tons of bullion and silver, which
like “water on a roof—it poured on and
then was drained away.” In slow motion,
the Netherlands and then, one-by-one,
Spanish colonies in the New World gained
independence.
In Florida, the dawn of the 19th
century ushered in a wild hurly-burly
of Indian rebellions, patriot wars, slave
revolts, and shadowy republics—a
panorama featuring towering and feckless
leaders amidst the clashing of empires.
Escaped slaves sought sanctuary among
Seminole settlements while white
southerners mocked perfumed Spanish
dons and porous, undefended borders.
Across the southern frontier, so-called
American “War Hawks” cheered the onset

Numerous Spanish-American border disputes
occur. Encouraged by the Americans, a republic is proclaimed in northeastern
Florida in 1812 by “patriots” who run up their own flag over Fernandina.
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Spain ruled Florida for two
centuries until 1763, when it lost
the colony to England as part of
the treaty ending what Americans
call the French and Indian
War. England was particularly
interested in acquiring Florida
because it hoped to reclaim and
return slaves who had escaped
from British colonies. Spain
reacquired Florida in 1783 after
helping the American colonies
defeat England during the
Revolutionary War. The Spanish
governed until Florida became
part of the United States in 1821.

This portrait of Seminole Chief Tuko-See-Mathla by Charles
Bird King was published in 1843. The Florida Seminoles,
composed of Creeks, other indigenous people, and
escaped slaves, resisted European dominance and fought
American efforts to remove them through the mid-1800s.

1819

Under increasing pressure, Spain
decides to cede Florida to the United States.
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1821

Florida becomes an
American territory.
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S PA I N’S E M PI R E C RU M BLE S

an eye.” While critics in Washington
of war with Great Britain in 1812.
gasped at Jackson’s brazen conduct,
Some blamed the British for the Creek
supporters cheered the Tennessean, even
uprisings in the American Southeast;
if his conduct violated
others urged America
international niceties.
to seize the moment
“Old Hickory”
and oust Spain from
marched again to Florida
the Gulf region.
in 1818, ostensibly to
General Andrew
demand the return of
Jackson, in a series of
runaway slaves and to
military expeditions,
punish unrepentant
methodically crushed
Seminoles. In two
the Red Stick Creeks,
months, the brazen
tweaked the Spanish
general hanged two
in Pensacola, and in
British citizens, destroyed
January 1815 mauled
a handful of Seminole
the vaunted British
Old Hickory: Gen. Andrew Jackson
towns, and captured
forces at the Battle of
Pensacola, all the while enraging
New Orleans. What Jackson lacked in
diplomacy and portfolio, he made up in imperial leaders on two continents.
Secretary of State John Quincy
bravado and braggadocio. He accused
Adams, realizing Jackson’s actions
the Spanish governor of Pensacola of
harboring “refugee banditti from the
delivered a message the equivalent of
a diplomatic battering ram, defended
Creek Nation,” vowing “an eye for

the Hero of New Orleans. The New
Englander bluntly told the Spanish
minister that if Spain did not surrender
Florida, “Spain would not have the
possession of Florida to give us.”
In Madrid, King Ferdinand VII
realized imperial troops could not
possibly defend Florida. The Spanish
Empire was crumbling, not only in
Mexico and Florida but South America.
The only question remained when, not
if, the aggressive neighbor to the north
would seize Florida. Spain signed a
treaty in 1819, ceding Florida to the
United States while fixing the boundary
of New Spain (now Mexico).
GARY R. MORMINO holds the Frank E.
Duckwall professorship in Florida Studies at
the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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www.ﬁrstlightmaritime.org
81 Lighthouse Avenue • St. Augustine, Florida 32080 • 904.829.0745
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EXPLORE THE COAST

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

Salty Atlantic waves smashed into Spanish ships. Rusty nails stressed to hold the hand-built vessels together.
And hardened explorers leaned over bows, peering through telescopes, hoping to discover untouched shores.

And then, land. But not just any land. It was the beautiful coastline of today’s St. Augustine|Ponte Vedra. In the
spring of 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon landed here to claim “La Florida” for the Spanish King. A popular legend evolved
that he was in search of youth. Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles followed in 1565 to create a settlement to protect
Spain’s treasures.
We’ll celebrate these two landings in the coming years – in 2013, the 500th anniversary of Ponce de Leon’s, and in
2015, the 450th of Menendez’s. So awaken the explorer inside of you and come discover the true story of La Florida
and how it all began here on Florida’s Historic Coast.

For more information, call 800-421-7779
or visit FloridasHistoricCoast.com.
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Hispanic ties still shape Florida
B y P aul D osal

I inherited my love for Latin American history and cuisine

O

ne can now
order CubanChinese cuisine at the
Arco Iris restaurant in
West Tampa; but the
diversification of the Latin American
menu in the Tampa Bay region goes
far beyond that. In historic Seminole
Heights, the Taco Bus offers the best
authentic Mexican tacos in the region.
A few blocks away one can sample
typical Central American cuisine, at
the Rincon Catracho (Honduran) and
the Rincon Guatemalteco, and at least
one Pupusería (Salvadoran). But the
tastiest corridor for Latin American
cuisine is emerging on Armenia Avenue
between Martin Luther King Boulevard
and Waters Avenue, where over a dozen
restaurants are serving order bistec a la
ranchera (Mexican) mofongo (Puerto
Rican) and arepas (Colombian and
Venezuelan). The day will soon come
when residents and tourists alike know
these dishes as well as the Cuban
sandwich and Spanish bean soup.
Tampa, like Florida, has been a
magnet for Hispanic conquistadors,
colonizers, missionaries, cigar makers,

Author Paul Dosal’s maternal grandparents pose with family members in Ybor City in 1898. Standing:
Quintin Peres (left) and Adolfo Peres. Seated, Maria Peres Bacallao, with Jose Antonio Peres seated in
her lap and Ana Maria Peres at right.

political exiles, and immigrants for
500 years. Historically, most of these
people have come from or through the
island of Cuba. But in recent decades,
they have been arriving from every

1868

Cuban War for
Independence breaks out, spurring cigar
industry to move to Key West.
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The Columbia Restaurant
in Ybor City

Photo courtesy of Paul Dosal

from my maternal grandparents, Adolfo Peres and Maria Bacallao, who left
Cuba in 1880 and settled in Tampa in 1889. They and the Italian and Spanish
immigrants who turned Tampa into the cigar-manufacturing capital of the
world exchanged recipes, creating a “Cuban” sandwich with pork, salami, and
ham from their countries of origin. This sandwich, complemented by a hearty
Spanish Bean Soup at the Colombia Restaurant in Ybor City, still constitutes
a delicious and popular lunch in the community my grandparents adopted.

H U M A N I T I E S

1886

Cigar manufacturers
transfer operations to Tampa after a fire in
Key West damages factories there.
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country in the Greater Caribbean and
Central and South America, as well
as from New York and New England.
As the state prepares to commemorate
the quincentenary of Ponce de León’s

1898

Spanish-American War erupts,
resulting in Spain giving up Cuba while ceding Puerto
Rico, the Philippines, and Guam to the United States.

Photo: Florida State Archives

Tampa, like Florida, has been a magnet
for Hispanic conquistadors, colonizers,
missionaries, cigar-makers, political
exiles, and immigrants for 500 years.
arrival in 2013, we should
take advantage of a unique
teaching moment to explain
and reflect on Florida’s
historic ties to Spain and
Latin America, ties that have
Cuban cigar workers in Ybor City, 1974.
shaped and will continue to
shape life in our state.
became an industrial enclave with 5,532 residents in 1890.
Spanish conquistadores, beginning
Nearly half of the residents had been born in Cuba, and
with Ponce de León, were the first
they were followed by a steady stream of Cuban, Spanish,
Fidel Castro at a United
Europeans to explore the Florida
Nations General Assembly
and Italian immigrants until 1924, when the Immigration
peninsula. Pánfilo de Narváez, Hernando
meeting in 1960.
Act set an annual quota for all groups. The Great
de Soto, and others followed, but
Depression and World War II killed Tampa’s cigar industry,
their interest in the area waned as they
but it did not sever Florida’s ties to Cuba.
discovered wealthier civilizations in
Indeed trade, travel, and tourism between Florida and
Mesoamerica and the Andes. As a result,
Cuba
subsequently increased, though the center of Cuban
Spain limited its activities in Florida to protecting the
immigrant
activity shifted from Tampa to Miami prior
sea lanes through which the wealth of the Americas
to
the
Cuban
Revolution of 1959. Within a few years of
passed. The very founding of St. Augustine reflected
Fidel
Castro’s
assumption of power, more than 200,000
the Spanish desire to protect its commercial routes and
Cuban
exiles
settled
in the Miami area. With Miami
stop European encroachment on territory that Spain
firmly
entrenched
as
the center for Cuban exiles, a steady
claimed but had little interest in developing. The Spanish
stream
of
immigrants
continued until 1973, when direct
colony of La Florida was part of the Captaincy General
emigration
from
Cuba
stopped. Another mass exodus
of Cuba and the Viceroyalty of New Spain (Mexico). It
occurred
in
1980
with
the
Mariel boatlift, when more than
attracted relatively few colonists to the fortifications at
120,000
Cuban
exiles
settled
in the United States, most of
St. Augustine and Pensacola, although more than 100
them
in
South
Florida.
missions dotted the landscape between them.
Another 50,000 Cubans entered the United States
The transfer of Florida to the United States did not
during
the balsero (rafter) crisis of 1994, but Cuban
sever Florida’s ties to Spain or Latin America. A number
immigrants
have had to share Florida with an increasing
of Spanish Americans remained in the region, most
number
of
Latin
American immigrants since the 1990s.
notably Father Félix Varela, noted Cuban patriot who
Many
of
them
have
been pushed out of their countries by
died in St. Augustine in 1853. Perhaps more importantly,
revolution
and
counter-revolution,
as with the hundreds
trade between Florida and Cuba picked up after the
of
thousands
of
Nicaraguans,
Salvadorans,
Guatemalans,
outbreak of the Cuban War for Independence in 1868.
Colombians,
and
Venezuelans
who
have
fled
political
The military conflict and the economic dislocations it
turmoil
in
their
homelands.
Mexicans
too
have
fled
caused compelled Cuban cigar manufacturers to relocate
political
turmoil
in
their
homeland,
but
their
migration
their factories to Key West, which soon became the most
to the United States has largely been driven by economic
populous city in Florida. Trade and travel between Florida
factors in the last 20 years. To some extent this is true of
and Cuba accelerated as a result, and Key West became
Puerto Rican migration to Florida as well; although Puerto
the center for Cuban revolutionary activity in the 1870s.
Ricans who are U.S. residents also relocate to Central
In 1886, Vicente Martínez Ybor and Ignacio Haya
Florida either to retire, pursue new career opportunities, or
transferred their operations to Tampa, which soon
simply live closer to home.
rivaled Key West as a cigar-manufacturing town. Tampa,
a frontier outpost with only 720 inhabitants in 1880,

1959–1962

The first wave of Cuban
immigrants come to Florida to escape the Cuban Revolution; the rush
includes children sent by fearful parents in “Operation Peter Pan.” A
second wave arrives from 1965 to 1974, with government oversight.
F L O R I D A H U M A N I T I E S . O R G

1980

The Mariel boatlift
brings more Cuban refugees.

1989–present
More Cuban refugees arrive via
improvised vessels and a special
lottery system.
F L O R I D A

1990–present

Mexicans,
Venezuelans, Puerto Ricans, Colombians, Argentines,
and other Spanish-speaking people immigrate to
Florida for political and economic reasons.
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The proliferation of Latin American restaurants in
Tampa over the last 10 years reflects the character and
diversity of Hispanic population growth since 2000.
Florida’s Hispanic population grew from 2.7 million in
2000 to 4.2 million in 2010. The groups registering the
highest rates of growth during that period were Puerto
Ricans and Mexicans.
Cubans, traditionally the largest Hispanic immigrant
group in the state, declined from 31 percent of the Hispanic
population in 2000 to about 29 percent in 2010, while the
relative position of Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, and other
Hispanic groups has increased.

The political impacts of Florida’s rapidly growing
Hispanic population have already been felt in presidential
politics. Barack Obama carried Florida in 2008 with
57 percent of the Hispanic vote, despite the fact that
Hispanics—primarily Cuban Americans—have generally
leaned Republican. Today, however, more Hispanics are
registered Democrat than Republican, due primarily to the
recent growth of the Puerto Rican demographic, which
has generally leaned Democratic. When President Obama
visited Puerto Rico in June 2011—the first president to
make an official visit to the island since John F. Kennedy—he
was courting a key constituency, the growing Puerto Rican

Table 1

Table 2

Overseas Visitors to Florida, By Country of Origin, 2009

Florida Exports, By Destination, 2006

United Kingdom
Brazil
Venezuela
Germany
Mexico
France
Spain
Colombia
Argentina
Bahamas

1,238,000
712,000
401,000
280,000
275,000
227,000
218,000
199,000
190,000
176,000

Value of Exports
(In Thousands)

World Total
Brazil
Canada
Venezuela
Mexico
Colombia
Dominican Republic
United Kingdom
Chile
China
Argentina

Source: VisitFlorida, Florida Visitor Study, 2009.

In recent years, Florida has also seen an increase in
the numbers of Latin-American tourists. While Canadian
visitors to Florida far outnumber all other tourists, the
United Kingdom is the source of the largest number
of overseas tourists to Florida, followed by Brazil and
Venezuela, as shown in Table 1.
Moreover, Brazilian tourists now spend more in Florida
than tourists from the United Kingdom in terms of total
spending.
Florida has also long been tied to Latin America and
the Greater Caribbean by the people and goods passing
through its ports and airports. As in the late 19th century,
when trade in tobacco and cigars contributed so much to
the economic development of Tampa, current commercial
ties to Latin America and the Caribbean are critical to the
state’s prosperity. In 2006, 60 percent of Florida’s exports
went to Latin America and the Caribbean. That year, seven
out of Florida’s top 10 foreign export markets were in Latin
America or the Caribbean, as shown in Table 2.
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$38,544,528
$3,700,546
$2,992,234
$2,873,502
$2,448,983
$1,574,438
$1,290,948
$1,206,329
$1,102,662
$1,011,954
$991,903

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration, Office of
Trade and Industry Information, Manufacturing and Services.

population in the United States, particularly those in key
battleground states like Florida.
Floridians elected their first Cuban-born politician
to the United States Senate in 2004: Mel Martinez, a
Republican. But current U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, a firstgeneration Cuban American and also a Republican, knows
well that the Hispanic population in Florida cannot
be taken for granted or treated as a monolithic bloc.
The Hispanics of Florida, diversified and enriched by a
succession of migrations that differentiate the population
by country of origin, race, class, ethnicity, and political
affiliations, offer political menus as diverse as the LatinAmerican restaurants in Tampa.
PAUL DOSAL, Vice Provost for Student Success and Professor of
History at the University of South Florida in Tampa, is the author
of several books, including Comandante Che: Guerilla Soldier,
Commander, and Strategist, 1956-1967.
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(321) 690-1971 ext. 203
Celebrating Florida history with great books including:
THE TROUBLE WITH PANTHERS

SAVING HOME

William Culyer Hall

Judy Lindquist

“This is one of those rare novels
that both entertain and inform. It
takes the reader on a journey
through Florida cattle country in
times gone by, and is a pleasure to
read. The characters are real, the
actions are real, and the scenes
are real. Highly recommended!”

Set during the English siege of St.
Augustine in 1702, this historical
novel is a great story for readers
of all ages. Spanish and Native
American families seek refuge in
the Castillo de San Marcos as a
battle rages around them.

Patrick D. Smith, Author
A Land Remembered
Paperback $19.95

Paperback $14.95

A TRIP TO FLORIDA

FLORIDA’S BIG DIG

FOR HEALTH AND SPORT:

THE ATLANTIC INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY
FROM JACKSONVILLE TO MIAMI
1881 TO 1935

THE LOST 1855 NOVEL OF
CYRUS PARKHURST CONDIT

William G. Crawford, Jr.

Edited and with an Introduction by
Maurice O’Sullivan and Wenxian Zhang

The first comprehensive look at
the Florida portion of the Atlantic
Intracoastal Waterway (AIW)
written by the acknowledged
expert on the subject, historian
and Ft. Lauderdale native William
G. Crawford, Jr.

Undiscovered and unpublished
until now, this engaging story is
historically significant as one of
the first Florida novels ever writ‐
ten. Fascinating historical and
literary context is provided by the
editors.
Paperback $14.95

Paperback

$29.95

FLORIDA’S FREEDOM STRUGGLE

PALMETTO COUNTRY

THE BLACK EXPERIENCE FROM COLONIAL
TIME TO THE NEW MILLENNIUM

Stetson Kennedy

IRVIN D. S. WINSBORO

Stetson Kennedy collected folklore
and oral histories for the WPA
between 1937 and 1942. The
result was this classic Florida book,
back in print with an Afterword
update and dozens of historic
photographs never before pub‐
lished with this work. Alan Lomax
said, “I doubt very much that a
better book about Florida folklife
will ever be written.”
Paperback $24.95

”This book provides readers with
a fresh perspective on Florida’s
racial history. Readers will come
away with a new and profound
perspective on the role and place
of African‐Americans in Florida’s
long and varied history.”
Dr. Abel A. Bartley, Director
Pan‐African Studies, Clemson U.
Paperback $19.95
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B y M aude H eurtelou

“It’s amazing how you have become
Americanized so quickly!”
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I

was stunned by this
comment. Did my American
neighbor see America in me? What
part of me had become American “so
quickly”? My husband and I had been in
the United States for only about a year. I
was still adjusting, looking for the right
job, thinking of my dream house, and
building a social life.
I was from Haiti. I was in my
thirties and had already been an
immigrant twice before: Once in
Guatemala, where I studied nutrition
for four years as a fellow of the World
Health Organization; and the second
time for six years in Quebec, Canada,
where I graduated with a master’s
degree in public health.
In both cases, I had planned to
return to Haiti. But in 1985, as the
socio-political instability was boiling
hot there and some of our friends
were getting concerned for their safety,
we decided to contemplate advanced
university degrees in the United
States—and possibly settle in for the
long run. It was my idea to move to
Florida, the state that most reminds
me of Haiti in terms of weather,
flora, and multicultural life. Little did
we know that many years later our
daughter Mia would be raised here and
would call Florida home.
My husband and I had much to
learn about America. But among the
first things we did upon our arrival
in Tampa was to join a Haitian civic
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Maude Heurtelou (above) poses
in Haitian hat and beads in 1991.
At left, Heurtelou with her
family on her 13th birthday: top
row, Maude (at left) and her
younger sister Denise; center
row, her mother Marie-Therese
Pardo-Heurtelou and father
Chevert Heurtelou; bottom row,
her siblings (from left) Eugene,
Ghislaine, Raymonde, and Chevy.
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club. There we found people of all
ages—grandma storytellers, grandpas
playing cards and dominoes, children
and grandchildren swimming and
joking. The members of my generation
became cultural bridges between
our parents, who came from Haiti,
and our children, who were born in
America. We spoke to people in a
blend of Creole, French, and English,
depending on how long ago the person
had left Haiti and how comfortable
he or she was with one of those three
languages. We taught Haitian folklore
to the children. We also shared sweet
memories of Haiti and compared our
experiences in America.
But I was also eager to have a
multicultural social life in America.
A few weeks after arriving in our new
home we became acquainted with
Sheila and Chris,(fictionalized names)
the white American couple next door,
with whom I shared the hobby of
gardening. When we first met, they
kindly asked to call my husband
Fequiere by the name “Frederic,”
because they feared they would “mess
up” his name.
One night, we had them over for
what I thought was a typical American
game: Monopoly. It turned out that
Sheila had never played Monopoly,
and Chris found it “too cerebral.” So
instead we chatted about the changing
face of the neighborhood. Sheila was
not at ease with the Hispanics who
had moved into the neighborhood
with their many children. She was
nervous to see those brown and
black faces now living so close to
her. I interpreted her uneasiness and
nervousness as coming from a fear of
the unknown and an uncomfortable
proximity to people she may have seen
as servants or labeled on television
with some kind of negative stigma.
Sheila candidly explained how
concerned she was when my husband
and I had just bought our home and
she heard that we were Haitians.
Maybe they are living off social

assistance, she thought. Or maybe
they will be loud or gregarious or…?
She confessed her surprise at seeing
us going to work and not being that
different from her white neighbors.
Then she said she began thinking,
“Maybe they are nice people,
and maybe they could eventually
introduce me to the AfricanAmerican culture…”
“Really?” I said, raising my
eyebrows and smiling with curiosity.
“You really think I am Americanized,
Sheila? And that I can introduce you,
an American, to the Afro-American
culture? How so?”

“Well,” she said, turning to
Chris, who was more a listener than
a talker, “wouldn’t you say, honey,
that Maude and Frederic are really
smart?” Alternately turning her face
to me and to my husband, Sheila
continued with a generous smile,
“You are smart, guys; you really
caught American manners very fast.”
And she snapped her fingers. Wow!
It was hard to grasp if Sheila
meant to be condescending,
implying that Haitians cannot
have good manners or cannot be
smart. Was she so deeply steeped in
stereotypes that she didn’t sense the
level of discomfort that my husband

A Haitian Civic Club party, 1990.
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Heurtelou and a neighbor enjoy a Latin dance in 1988.

and I were experiencing as we listened
to her? For my husband this was a
“déjà vu” experience; but for me, it was
an I-can’t-believe-it moment. I wasn’t
prepared for this.
I smiled politely, buying time,
but Sheila interpreted my smile
as an appreciative reaction to the
compliment of being a quick learner.
And she went on, “You are my first
Black friends, guys, I confess. I count
on you to introduce me to the AfricanAmerican culture.”
It became obvious to me that
Sheila expected me to be more
informed about or to relate more
easily to the African-American
culture because I am Black. The truth
is, since high school in Haiti and
after reading many books on race and
cultures in America, I was prepared
to discover a cultural mosaic in
Florida—but not this.
However, Sheila’s candor
mixed with her honest ignorance
made me realize that the process of
multiculturalism is a journey, and ours
was just starting. We ate a blend of
Haitian and American food that night:
conch fritters, akra (a fried mix of
malaga root and anchovies), fried pork,
plantains, corn chips, slices of Cracker
Barrel cheese, and raw veggies—with
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a five-star Barbancourt Rum as an
alternative to Budweiser.
Sheila explained her idea of
Haitians: poor Black people living in
the muddy slums of Port-au-Prince
who are so unlucky. She grew up in
Ohio and never had Haitian friends;
neither had Chris, who was from
South Carolina. I talked about my life
in Haiti. My father was an electronic
engineer and my mother a homemaker.
I grew up surrounded by members of
my extended family, who taught me
to write and read before kindergarten.
Since I was two years old, my maternal
uncle had played a pivotal role in
building my personality. He made me
feel special, unique, loved in many
ways. For example, I wrote letters to
Santa Claus that my uncle would mail
for me. Every single year, Santa wrote
back to me—thanks to my uncle’s
ingenuity. When I turned six, my
future as a professional was predicted
and I only had to focus on the path
towards it. “She is my rising star,”
my uncle proclaimed with solemnity
during a speech on my birthday.
When I came to America, my
goal was to both realize the American
dream and to fulfill Haitian dreams.
My American dream was for my efforts
to be rewarded with a stable life that
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wouldn’t collapse because of political
storms. My Haitian dreams were to
give back to Haiti and to Haitians
what I had so generously received
growing up there: the love of family,
the respect for moral values, and the
appreciation of life with little money.
I am thankful for the stability in
America, and I am blessed to make my
Haitian dreams a reality through my
writings and my volunteer work.
Sheila’s jaw dropped when I said
I was from a middle-class family and
that strong values are widespread
among Haitians, including good
manners and self-empowerment, no
matter how poor they are. The drive
to succeed is almost always there, but
too often opportunities are lacking.
I explained that I see Haitians who
risk their lives to come to America
as people with big dreams searching
for opportunities. Chris eventually
commented on the universality of the
immigrant experience, remembering
how as a young boy, he had given his
bedroom to a distant uncle who had
emigrated from Ireland.
The conversation became
emotional that night, and it may
have brought us closer because
we shared personal experiences. It
drifted later into Latin dances, Alvin
Ailey’s dance, Irish parades, and New
Orleans Carnival. That night was the
beginning of a nice friendship that
extended to other neighbors from
other cultures.
If all this is part of
Americanization, then, yes, I am
Americanized, artfully crossing the
bridge from my Haitian experience
to the American melting pot.
MAUDE HEURTELOU is vice president of
Educa Vision Inc., which publishes Haitianrelated educational materials for use in the
Caribbean and North America. She is also an
author, storyteller, and motivational speaker.
She and her family currently live in the Fort
Lauderdale area.

New and Notable

The Architecture of Alfred Browning Parker

Hidden Seminoles

Miami’s Maverick Modernist

Julian Dimock’s Historic
Florida Photographs

Randolph C. Henning

“A comprehensive survey of one of Florida’s most prolific and influential architects of the mid-twentieth
century. In an era when we seek resiliency in design
and building, there are lessons to be learned in the
work of Alfred Browning Parker, a subtropical master.”
—Anthony Abbate, AIA, contributor to Miami Modern Metropolis
10 x 8 | 398 color photos | Hardcover $50.00

Jerald T. Milanich and Nina J. Root

“These stunning photographs
illustrate the Seminole world
of adaptation, resilience, and
survival.”—Donald L. Fixico,
author of The Daily Life of American
Indians in the Twentieth Century

Red Pepper
and Gorgeous George
Claude Pepper’s Epic Defeat
in the 1950 Democratic Primary
James C. Clark

“Crisply written, engagingly
presented, and carefully
researched, this is essential
reading.”—William Link,
author of Righteous Warrior

8 x 10 | 125 photos | Hardcover $39.95

6 x 9 | Hardcover $29.95

Wish You Were Here

Cross Creek Kitchens

Classic Florida Motel and Restaurant Advertising

Seasonal Recipes and Reflections

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings’s
Cross Creek Sampler

Tim Hollis

second edition

A Book of Quotations

Sally Morrison
Illustrations by Kate Barnes

Edited by Brent E. Kinser
and Rodger L. Tarr

“The hotels, motels, and restaurants that catered to
Florida’s tourists before Disney have been lovingly
explored, unearthed, highlighted, and celebrated in
a lavishly illustrated ‘souvenir’ of a forgotten period
in Florida history.”—Brian Rucker, author of Arcadia
and Image and Reality
10 x 7 | 463 color illustrations | Hardcover $34.95

Enjoy more than 150 recipes:
Beach Grouper, Southern Pea Soup,
Gingerbread Waffles, South Moon
Persimmon Bread, Orange Blossom
Carrot Cake, and more!
8 x 10 | 112 drawings | Paperback $24.95

“These impeccably chosen passages are a trenchant reminder
of one of our country’s greatest
writers.”—Ron Rash, author of
Burning Bright: Stories
5 x 7 | Hardcover $22.50
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A lot of ladies don’t like to sit next
to a rattlesnake when they eat. But then
again, you’d be surprised at how many
really do like it!

B y P eter B. G allagher

—Frank Gamsky, Founder,
The Linger Lodge

up, or a restaurant diner gazing out.
You don’t need the frogs and crickets
to tell you, but they will anyway.
Welcome to that vanishing postcard
vision of yesterday, a precious remnant
of Sunshine State nostalgia devotedly
referred to as Old Florida.
It was way back in the summer
of 1968 when a lanky, bespectacled
Milwaukee gas station owner
brought his wife here and made her a
Photos by Peter B. Gallagher

WAY EAST BRADENTON—From
its birthplace in the great Manatee
River, the tiny Braden River travels
six miles south, under State Road 70,
shedding its wild handsome nature
to gush into misnamed Ward Lake,
a man-made reservoir that holds the
City of Bradenton’s drinking water. The
square-ish basin spits the Braden back to
life, however, where it snakes south and
salamanders east for 15 miles, beneath
I-75, past farms and fields and country
clubs to disappear through the lush
tomato croplands of East Manatee.
About midway in this journey,
the Braden curves with a radical bend,
forms a sleepy lagoon and laps up to
an old Florida-style screened veranda
jutting over the water. From its perch
in a picturesque canopy of mossdraped live oak trees and pines, this
old structure frames a breathtakingly
beautiful scene, whether you are an
eagle staring down, a manatee looking

This hungry gator greets visitors at the front door of the Linger Lodge.
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questionable offer. On doctor’s orders,
Frank Gamsky had been searching for
a way out of the cold northland to save
the knee he had shattered in the Army.
Somehow he and wife Elaine drove
way out on the dirt road that would
one day be SR 70, and headed south to
the river where a sparse picnic area and
old broken barn stood.
It was every Old Florida postcard
Frank had ever seen. Plus “when we
walked out there, here was a big black
snake hanging from a tree looking at
us,” says Frank, a mild-mannered man
whose pocket protector belies his
tarzanian life with alligators, spiders,
and snakes. “I told her, ‘This is wild,
but I love this place. Look, let’s stay
here for five years. Then we’ll sell and
go anywhere you want. I won’t object
to anywhere at all.’”
It was an offer Elaine could have
refused. Frank persevered, however,
convincing his wife and four children
to take up shovels and join him in
digging sewer and water lines, banging
up boards, and turning his newfound
paradise into a picnic business and
canoe rental, first, then into an RV
resort and world-famous restaurant.
Driving an old Cadillac clunking
across the flatwoods, the family
cleared 160 rattlesnakes that Frank, an
amateur veterinarian and taxidermist,
relocated or, if they were found dead,
stuffed in various poses and hung all
over the walls of the restaurant.
“People would bring me animals
all the time. Roadkills, poisonous
snakes, even the neighbor’s old cat,”
said Frank, still amazed after all
these years. “I don’t believe in killing
animals, but if I couldn’t save ‘em and
let ‘em go, I stuffed ‘em.”
Thus began the legendary
Linger Lodge.

Frank Gamsky stands below his famous sign, which spells out Linger Lodge in stuffed snakes. Behind him, customers at the bar crane their necks at numerous other
taxidermed varmints mounted along the walls and behind glass cases.

The five years came and went,
and Elaine never wanted to leave.
Forty-three years later Frank and I
sit in the main dining room of his
legacy: a five-star restaurant, a popular
campground, a lodge—and a place
to canoe, dock a boat, relax, linger.
It’s Old Florida Amalgamated. Even
television’s Al Roker was struck, naming
the establishment one of the “Top Five
Weirdest Restaurants in the Country.”
Forbes Magazine went Roker one step
higher, listing it in their “Top 10 Most
Unusual Restaurants in the World.”
A waitress hurries by balancing a tray of
Snake Back Onion
Rings, Alligator
Chowder, and
an aromatic dish
of Linger Lodge
Etoufee. In her
armpit, she carries
two “roadkill”
menus, which
feature items such
as Chunk of Skunk,
Flat Cat, Rigor
Mortis Tortoise, and
Diners don’t have to choose between
Road Toad A La
fish and fowl with this offering.
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Mode! There is only one vegetable du
jour: Squash, of course. For dessert there
is Possum Puddin’, Swirl of Squirrel, even
Guess That Mess (if you guess what it is
you eat for free).
For the record, Linger Lodge
DOES have a second menu, filled with
gourmet selections, daily specials such
as spinach fettuccine alfredo or pesto
pasta with grilled chicken and a center
of spinach and roasted peppers, and
unpretentious fare including grouper
and shrimp dishes, chicken pot-pie, and
great hamburgers. Boy Scouts can eat
free with proper identification.
My eyes dart back and forth, from
stuffed bobcats to the taxidermed
rattlers hanging all over the walls, posed
in display cases, or, like the neighbor’s
long-dead orange cat, just sitting on a
shelf. Slow-moving guests, like cautious
zombies, stare upwards, twisting their
necks back and forth, walking these
rooms, as if readying a leap out of the
way should an errant shark’s mouth or
gator skull or giant bass or buck mount
suddenly drop from the ceiling.
My reverie was broken by the
onion ring diner yelling for the waitress
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to bring him his Venom Sauce.
“This was all just a barn when we
bought it. I closed it in, put the floor in,
worked my tookies off,” says Frank, who
never considered that his menagerie
of taxidermed varmints might actually
turn off restaurant diners. “It never
seemed to matter. We always had good
business. We had many people come
down here from up north every year. All
this Florida, and they wanted to keep
coming back here!”
His love for animals, plus a knack
for “roadkill humor,” seemed to ease
the potential ghoulishness. Frank made
sure the Linger Lodge’s main sign had
the words spelled out in stuffed snakes,
and it appeared in just about every
newspaper on the planet. He put variety
into his taxidermy: a departed rabbit
is preserved with teeny antlers and
duck feet. One late squirrel is a baseball
player, another swings a golf club. Near
the main door, visitors are immediately
met by a huge gator with a man’s leg
protruding from its jaws.
Frank also came up with a couple
of, you know, sound bites: “Our meat
is so fresh, you can see the tire tracks”
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and “Linger Lodge Restaurant, where
the food bites back!” To help the feng
shui, he lined up, yes, 100 cans of beer
on the wall, a collection of policemen’s
badges, and old license plates. What
didn’t work on walls or ceilings was set
on shelves among the elusive Florida
Jackalope and the lifelike replicas of
Florida bobcats, opossums, squirrels,
birds, coyotes, bass, elk, moose,
alligators, and just about every fish in
Florida, from sailfish to flounder.
“Sometimes I don’t like coming
in here,” Frank says. “I see all these
bass and bobcats and the snake that
got me, and I think, why didn’t I save
a few of these to take home with me?
It makes me sad, in a way. I look at
that rattlesnake, that otter, that bird,
and I remember a story with every
single one.”
“The snake that got you?” Of the
million stories in this place, I couldn’t
let that one pass.
“Cost me $18,960. My hand
swelled up bigger than a basketball,” he
pointed across the dining room, not
far from the golfing squirrel, across
from the photo of two deer
driving a jeep with a pair
of hunters strapped
across the hood.
“Eastern
Diamondback
Rattlesnake over
there. Next to
a picture of
my hand.”
Someone
yelled for ketchup.
A waitress carrying
a large serving of River
Bottom Pie, grabbed a
bottle with her free hand and
delivered it. Frank shook his head.
I know what he was thinking: Who
the hell puts ketchup on Chicken Fried
Braden River Frog Legs?
I wondered where Elaine was.
“Home. She’s not feeling good today.
She still has problems since that truck
ran her over in Sarasota years ago,”
said Frank. “That was a real bad deal.
Between her injuries and my knees, it
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just got too much
for us here.”
His wife’s
accident and a
couple of knee
replacements for
Frank led the
couple to put the
Linger Lodge on
the market, where
it was promptly
purchased in July
2005 by State Sen.
Mike Bennett and
business partner
Gamsky sits in the restaurant’s screened porch overlooking the Braden River.
Marvin Kaplan.
The new owners
wanted everything,
day, picked ‘em up every afternoon—four
even the Alaskan
kids. Never had to worry about them.
Fur Fish, the Fish Aid Kit, the snake
They were always with me.”
eggs, the Turkey Rattler, and all 160
On my way out, we walk through
Diamondbacks. They brought in a new
general manager, David LaRusso, and an the bar. Lot of fish and snakes in here.
Frank agrees: “Sure is a lot of stuff. I
assistant manager/chef, Rita Lewis, to
really didn’t realize it ‘til I went looking
manage and cook the food. Most of all,
around after I sold it. That’s the point I
they kept Frank around.
“Frank stops in all the time to make can’t get out of my mind. I see all these
bass and skulls and I say ‘Geez, I wish I
sure we are doing everything
could have, I should have, taken a few
right,” smiles Rita,
home but…’”
whose main job
Something in his voice breaks. “Rear
is to balance
end of a deer,” he points lovingly to the
the Linger’s
butt of a white-tail, mounted on a wall
weirdness
plaque. He begins to stammer, grasping
with great
for the right words to explain his feelings
food. “He
about that deer’s…
is a great
“Don’t say it Frank,” I stopped him,
resource
putting an arm on his shoulder. “It’s okay,
who can
man. I know how you feel.”
answer any
Only a Frank Gamsky–style sound
question
bite can end this story. It came to me as
about this
I drove down the winding Linger Lodge
place. And you
can imagine we get a Road that Frank personally blacktopped,
just as the first million-dollar Golf and
lot of questions.”
Country Club homes came into view.
Frank and Elaine live
Now Leaving Old Florida. Don’t
nearby and visit Linger Lodge regularly,
forget the Linger Lodge: a place where, if
often dining with guests who have been
coming here for decades. “Why did I do you are not stuffed when you go in there,
it?” Frank speaks earnestly. “What really you will be when you leave.
made me do it was my kids. I was with
my kids. I always knew where they were
PETER B. GALLAGHER is a Florida
all the time. It was safer here among
folk musician and lyricist who handles
the rattlesnakes than it was up north in
special communications projects for the
Milwaukee. I drove ‘em to school every
Seminole Tribe.
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Museum and Shop hours:

Monday–Friday 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Third Thursday 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays Noon–4:30 p.m.

For more info, call

share, learn,

&

850.245.6400
850.245.6396
open 7 days a week / free parking

experience

Experience a unique selection
of regional art, best Florida
books, State Seal gifts and
jewelry, souvenirs,

Mar y Catherine Scott

Florida ornaments,

Exhibit Calendar

Now - November 6, 2011
30th Annual Capital City Quilt Show
“Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best Friend”

Florida ties,
and more!

Every purchase supports the
Museum of Florida History’s programs.

For a complete list of events and programs, please visit

www.museumofflorida.com

Florida’s History Shop
3 locations or shop online
www.floridashistoryshop.com
850.245.6396
Museum of Florida History
R. A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida
850.245.6400

Exclusively Ours!

Florida’s History Shops proudly offer the Florida Governor’s
Mansion ornaments and the Florida ornament,
boxed and ready for gifting. Order your 2011 ornaments now!
Collect one collect them all!

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUMS OF FLORIDA HISTORY AND SAVE 10% ALL YEAR LONG!

Celebr ating our Growing Support
FHC thanks the following members and donors for their generous support given May–July 2011
Corporate & Foundation Donors
$25,000
HTR Foundation (Teachers Center)
$13,250
The Rice Family Foundation (PrimeTime)
$5,000–$8,000
Seminole Tribe of Florida (Teachers Center)
Thomas M. & Irene B. Kirbo Charitable Trust
Memberships & Individual Donors
$1,000
Rachel and Wil Blechman
Caren and Richard Lobo
$400–$600
Casey Fletcher
Mary Anne Hodel
Deborah and Allen Kynes
Andrew and Ruth Maass
$200–$250
Charles Balkcom and Robert Zeller
Jack and Maggie Bregger
Nancy and Ken Buchanan
Anthony Carro
Maxine Clayton
Juan Carlos Espinosa
Lee Hinkle
Sandra and Michaela Kivett
Robert LaSala
Norma Martin Goonen
Charles and Lydia Pierce
Brenda Simmons
$100–$175
Jane Bailey
Fletcher and Nancy Baldwin
Richard and Joyce Bizot
Sue Emerson
Jo Ann Engelhardt
David and Carol Grantges
Jerry and Marsha Hall
Jay Hess
Wayne Hessler
Wendy Lapidus

Blucher Lines
Mackoul Rentals
Samuel Morrison
Lilla and Anson Moye
Jim Reagan
Sensenig Law Firm, P.A.
Alex Sink and Bill McBride
Emerson Thompson
Hugh Tulloch
WCK Planning, Inc.
Winter Haven Public Library
$55–$75
Betty Batey
Kathleen Betancourt
Alice Boylston
George Brooks
Susan Cortright
Walter and Iris Edwards
Fernandina Beach Branch Library
Franklin T. DeGroodt Public Library
Friends of the Flagler County Library
William and Hazel Hough
Norman Johnson
Jo-Ann Johnston
Loxahatchee River Historical Society
Anita Martinec
Marianne McEuen
Gail McGlone
Sarah McPherson
Palm Bay Public Library
Bobbie Riedel
Georgena Sanchez
Sanibel Public Library
Carol Schmidt
Voncile Smith
Karen and Albert Smoczynski
Patricia Southward
Carolyn Steele
Nancy Stone
Douglas Walker
Mary Zabin
$50
Althea Andersen
Lois Arntzen
Angela Baisley
Michael and Carol Balbes
Uzi Baram
Elizabeth Barnett
Fran Bingnear
John Bistline

Joseph Brinton
Bettye and Bill Carpenter
Terry Lyn Cherry
City of Fort Walton Beach Heritage Park
& Cultural Center
Janis Cross
Thomas and Joyce Curtis
Beth Dominguez
Robert Donly
Noble Doss
Gerald Dratch
Dunedin Historical Society
Edison & Ford Winter Estates
Ann Eifert
Nancy Escoffier
Bonnie Exner
Jean Fliess
Harlan and Janey Franklin
Susan George
Herb Gest
Virginia and Jack Greene
Nancy Greenlees
Robin Grenz
Gloria Holloway
Vada Horner
Marylou Hughes
Suzanne Hutto
Peter Ilchuk
Charles and Gail Johns
Edgar and Fatima Johnson
Elizabeth Knott
Marilyn Latus
Linda Leicht
Marsha Lewis
Lawrence Lokken
Joseph Maier
Marty Miller, M.A., P.A.
Anne McCudden
Mary Meyers
Larry Mize
Glenda Morgan
Eugenia Nable
Theresa Nelson
Charlotte Owens
Harvey E. Oyer III
Diane Pacheco
M. Payrow-Olia
Douglas Peck
Denothras Pierce
Suzette Pope
Dana Preu

Be a part of
the Florida Story,
contribute to the Florida
Humanities Council

Georgia Pribanic
Cynthia Reardon
Michael Reed
Elisabeth Renner
Marya Repko
Nancy Reynolds
Raymond and Laura Roberts
Saint Lucie County Library System—
Headquarters Branch
Satellite Beach Public Library
Debra Scott
Regina Scott
Allen and Cathy Sistrunk
Karen Slaska
Maralouise Snyder
Elizabeth Spencer
Nell Spirek
Barbara Stampfl
Nancy Starrett
Stuart and Rita Stauss
Anne Stinnett
Frank Stone
Linda and William Taylor
Alvis Tucker
USF—Nelson Poynter Library
Frank and Elizabeth Usina
Warm Mineral Springs/
Little Salt Spring
Daryl Wells
Kathy and Steve Werthman
Rae Ann Wessel
Patsy West
West Florida Literary Federation
Rosemary Wiley
Dorothy and George Witwer
Teresa Wood
FHC would also like to recognize the
contributions of our numerous donors
who gave $49 or less, as well as the
generous in-kind support of our board
members and other friends of FHC.

FHC would like to recognize
the generous in-kind and
cash contributions of our
2011 Board of Directors:
Rachel Blechman, Chair
Lester Abberger
Carol Alexander
Meredith Babb
John Belohlavek, Vice-Chair
Bill Carlson
David Colburn
Juan Carlos Espinosa
Norma Martin Goonen
Jay Hess
Mary Anne Hodel
William Jeter
Deborah Kynes
Caren Lobo
Andrew Maass
Andy McLeod, Secretary
Darryl Paulson
Michael Pender
Steve Seibert, Treasurer
Brenda Simmons
Margo Stringfield
Jon Ward

We have attempted to ensure the
accuracy of this report, which
includes all gifts of $50 or more. If
we have misrepresented or omitted
a contribution, please contact our
office at (727)873-2001 or via email at
cguidry@flahum.org.

“Floridians should support
the work of the Florida
Humanities Council
because the place where they
live is not just an address,
not just a place for taxes,
utilities bills, and garbage
collection, but a place with
a history and character.”

—LeRoy Mitchell,
member since 2000

Give today at www.floridahumanities.org/support

Florida’s

Destinations

Historic & Naturally
Na
Inspired

CoombsHouseInn

Three Elegant Victorian Mansions
Twenty-three Guest Suites • Garden & Beach Weddings
Seven Romantic Jacuzzi Suites • Breakfast Included
Fifteen Fireplaces • Pet Friendly

80 Sixth Street • Apalachicola, fl 32320
850-653-9199 • 888-244-8320
www.CoombsHouseInn.com

20th Annual
Trinity Episcopal Church

Historic Apalachicola
Home & Garden Tour
Friday & Saturday
May 4-5th, 2012
For information
and tickets,
please contact:
Trinity Episcopal
Church
850-653-9550
Tourist Development Council
anat
ura

l e s c a p e. c o m

www.ApalachicolaHistoricHomeTour.org
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR FLORIDA HUMANITIES COUNCIL MEMBERS

From Selling the Sunshine State: A Celebration of Florida Tourism Advertising, University Press of Florida, 2008

For a limited time, all new and renewing members at the $75 level and higher can choose to receive a great premium.
Selling the Sunshine State:
A Celebration of Florida Tourism
Advertising by Tim Hollis

Margaret Ross Tolbert
Note Card Collection
This box of twelve full-color note
cards features images
of Florida springs by
Gainesville painter and
Florida Book Awards
winner Margaret Ross
Tolbert. Each card is 5” x 7”
and comes with an envelope.

Hardcover, 352 pages
University Press of Florida, 2008
For more than a century, Florida
has thrived on its image as an exotic
playground. Selling the Sunshine State
offers a scrapbook of bygone brochures, From Selling the Sunshine State: A Celebration of Florida Tourism
Advertising, University Press of Florida, 2008
postcards, souvenirs, and photos, all
designed to lure northerners (and fellow southerners) into the peninsula.

Tolbert studied painting
with Hiram Williams at the
University of Florida, where she
received her MFA and BFA. Her
focus on the springs reflects her
belief that Florida’s aquifer is “both a
natural and cultural resource…
the liquid gold of this state.”

Tim Hollis’s personal collection of Florida memorabilia and mementos lies at the
heart of the nearly 500 color images included. Lovingly assembled, the book is
arranged according to the state’s traditional tourism regions, including the Miracle
Strip, the Big Bend, and the Gold Coast. Readers can discover the lost attractions
and sometimes shocking appeals in promotional material created from the 1920s
through the 1970s.
Copyright Margaret RossTolbert

Just use the form and return envelope inside the magazine centerfold
to choose your premium and make your contribution today.

For more information visit www.floridahumanities.org/membership.

