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Black Joblessness
Becoming Showdown
Between Black Leaders
And Black President

DECEMBER 3 - DECEMBER 9, 2009

24th Annual
Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Awards
Breakfast

Marc Morial,
National Urban League President

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Dr. Crystal Arlene Kuykendall, keynote speaker

ST. PETERSBURG Remember! Celebrate! Act! A
Day On, Not A Day Off! The
National Council of Negro
Women, Inc., has kicked off
plans for the upcoming Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Awards Breakfast.
The breakfast will be held on
Monday, January 18, 2010,
7:30 a.m. at the St. Petersburg
Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N.
For a second time, the
keynote speaker will be Dr.
Crystal Arlene Kuykendall.

Since 1990, she has given
over 100 speeches annually.
Her audiences connect almost
instantly with her high energy,
charm, charismatic delivery,
and moving messages. As she
weaves her magic behind a
microphone, her audiences
experience an incredible array
of emotions. She not only
facilitates self analysis, she
also inspires personal and

MLK

continued on pg. 4

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
African-American joblessness –
nearly twice the national rate - is
quickly becoming the first
showdown between black leaders
and the nation’s first black
president as national black and
civil right leaders raise their
v o i ces t el l i n g t h e Ob am a
Administration it’s time to end
the jobs crisis in the black
community.
“We're sending a strong
message to the president and
Congress that we need to step up.
We need immediate jobs – not
some time six, eight and 10

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

President Obama

months down the road,” National
Urban League President Marc
Morial said in an interview with
the NNPA News Service.
“African-American leaders are
not just saying do something.
We’re offering solutions.”
Morial has sent a letter to the
Obama Administration and
Congressional Leaders outlining
specific recommendations for job
creation as President Obama
prepares for a job summit this
week in the wake of national
unemployment numbers that
grew into double digits – 10. 2
percent - in October. In his letter,
dated Nov. 24, Morial reminds
the Administration that the black
community has suffered double

digit jobless rates for well more
than a year.
“While I applaud the
Administration for publicly
acknowledging the gravity of our
nation’s employment situation, I
would add that double-digit
unemployment has been a reality
for communities of color since
last summer – for AfricanAmericans since August, 2008,
and for Latinos since February,
2009,” he writes. “As President
and CEO of the National Urban
League, the nation’s oldest and
l a rg e s t c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
movement devoted to empowering African-Americans to enter
the economic and social mainstream, I have firsthand

Ben Jealous, NAACP

Photographs courtesy of NNPA

knowledge of the tremendous
obstacles these families have
been facing, not just since
national unemployment reached
10.2 percent in October, but for
over a year now.”
Morial’s strongly worded
letter came on the heels of a Nov.
17 statement issued by leading
African-American civil right
groups, the NAACP, headed by
Ben Jealous, the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights,
headed by Wade Henderson, and
other major civil rights organizations.
“Despite an effective and

JOBLESS
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C. Bette Wimbish, St. Petersburg's First
Black City Council Member, Dies
BYANDREW MEACHAM,
TIMES STAFF WRITER
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S T. P E T E R S B U R G —
C. Bette Wimbish, the first
African-American member of St.
Petersburg's City Council and a
trailblazer for civil rights causes,
died Monday (Nov. 30, 2009). She
was 85.
The first black person to hold
modern elected office in the Tampa
Bay area, Mrs. Wimbish also made
history as the first black female
lawyer in Pinellas County and the
third in the state.
But Mrs. Wimbish left her
biggest mark in public life and civic
activism, from leading desegregation efforts with her husband, Dr.
Ralph Wimbish, to her work as a
deputy commerce secretary under
then-Gov. Reubin Askew.
Her election to the City Council
in 1969 and subsequent position as
vice mayor signaled a thaw in the
city's race relations. She later ran
unsuccessful campaigns for the

state Senate and Congress, championing the environment and aid for
seniors, and worked as a labor
arbiter until her retirement in 2003.
"The fact that she became vice
mayor at least symbolically opened
up the system," said University of
South Florida historian Ray
Arsenault. "It was going to be many
years before there was much of a
follow-through. But it was an
important, groundbreaking event."
A self-made woman who
prized
education,
Mrs.
Wimbish so impressed her
children with her intelligence, they
sent in an application for her to
appear on Jeopardy!.
She shared her deepest
emotions with few people, if any.
"She was a very private person,"
said Chrystelle Stewart, a friend of
65 years.
She was born in 1924 in Perry
as Carrie Elizabeth Davis, the

WIMBISH
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Evolution Of Black American Entrepreneurship
BY HARRY ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST

After the Civil War,
black business ownership was
minimal at best. Many places in the
nation forbade blacks from business
licenses.
Construction and farming were
the major income providers until the
turn of the century. The Industrial
Revolution created a big demand for
entrepreneurship and employment.
What became known as the First
Migration caused millions of blacks
to leave the South and populate
northern urban centers with the
prospect of working in plants. The
National Urban League was formed
b y w ell m eaning white s to
encourage blacks to leave the South
and provided assistance in assimilating them into these northern, urban
centers.
A counter to this was a
movement created by Booker T.
Washington, President of Tuskegee
Institute, Ala., which encouraged
blacks to remain in the South and
develop agribusiness and locally
based retail establishments to
recycle their precious dollars and
economically empower themselves.
Based on the model established by
the newly formed U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, Booker T. founded the
National Negro Business League.
There were 40+ chapters of this
organization and they provided
economic activity and leadership

within black communities from
Texas to Maryland. Some of the
business communities formed by
these chapters such as Greenwood,
OK, and Durham, NC, were burned
to the ground by white extremists
and then rebuilt.
Another organization was
formed by white liberals of Western
New York. The Niagara Movement
founded the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People and appointed Harvard
educated W.E.B. DuBois as its
S poke sper s o n . T h e NAAC P
encouraged the federal government
to become more involved in the
assimila tio n o f b l ack s i n t o
American society and was opposed
to the approach of Booker T.
Wa s h i n g t o n . D u B o i s a n d
Washington held famous debates
over their differences.
As P re s i d en t , T h eo d o re
Roosevelt rudely found out (after he
had Booker T. Washington for
dinner at the White House), it
became politically incorrect to
support Booker T. Washington and
his vision of black capitalism.
While the Urban League and the
NAACP gathered significant
financial support, the chapters of
the National Negro Business
League withered with many
becoming no more than social
clubs.
Black entrepreneurship went on
the “back burner” and social
programs began to spring up espe-

cially during the Great Depression.
The Second Migration began as
World War II evolved and the
demand for increased industrialization to support the war effort
created many jobs for blacks
leaving the South for the North and
Western urban centers.
With the victory of World War
II, the nation established the GI Bill
of Rights. This provided significant
educational, employment, and
home ownership opportunities for
veterans. Black veterans took full
advantage of it and the new
evolving American middle class
had its black representation. This
provided a good base when the
Civil Rights Movement would
obtain new opportunities for all
minorities and females beginning in
the 1960’s. All industries of the
United States, through law and
serious litigation, became seriously
diverse. The skill sets of AfricanAmericans transformed into managerial and executive expertise by
the early 1980’s.
By 1990, the stage was set for
this seasoned crop of educated and
experienced business executives to
venture into entrepreneurship. The
timing was right for organized
business organizations addressing
and promoting black business
ownership as a vehicle to empowerment and a guarantee for the gains
realized from the aforementioned
experiences. The vision of Booker T.
Washington was ready for a big

rebound.
The National Black Chamber of
Commerce, Inc., was formed in
May, 1993, with 13 local chapters.
At the time, according to the US
Census Bureau, there were
300,000+ black owned businesses
doing $33 billion in annual sales.
Today, according to the US Census
Bureau, black businesses are more
than 1.5 million strong with sales
exceeding $88 billion. According to
the Selig Center for Economic
Growth at the University of
Georgia, black consumers have
buying power after taxes of nearly
$1 trillion. Economically, AfricanAmericans are the fastest growing
economic segment of American
society. The NBCC and its 140+
chapters are proud to have been
active participants in this phenomenal growth.
Despite the phenomenal growth
of small business, including all
segments of minority populations,
the amount of available technical
support resources has been on a
steady decline. The downturn has
taken its toll. Black businesses,
when the Clinton Administration
arrived, were at 6 percent of all
federal procurement. Today, it is at
1 percent. It is time to stand up and
fight to win our share back. The
good news is that black capitalism
has arrived and nothing is going to
turn us around. On a worldwide
basis we are soaring.

There Is Nothing Good About ‘Good Hair’
BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

While new movies
such as “Precious” and “The Princess
and the Frog” are stirring intense
debate among African-Americans, no
recent movie or documentary has hair
stylist Bo Bogard more riled than
“Good Hair.” To Bogard, the owner of
Bo26, an upscale salon in northwest
Washington, D.C., there is nothing
good about “Good Hair.”
He asked, rhetorically: “What was
the point?” And then he lists the major
points that made him hotter than a hot
comb poised for action. Bogard was
most perturbed by the scenes showing
how sodium hydroxide, a chemical
used in hair relaxers, can eat through
the skin of chickens and dissolve
aluminum cans.
“When Chris Rock presented
sodium hydroxide in the movie, he
was showing it in its purest form,”
explained Bogard. “When you show
almost anything in its purest form, it
can be dangerous. However, when
sodium hydroxide is in a relaxer, it has
been diluted with all of the other
elements in the relaxer. So, it pissed
me off when he was showing the cans
inside the cylinders being dissolved.”
Bogard was further irked after a

white friend who had seen the movie
asked: “Why would black women
subject themselves to that?”
That’s a question many viewers
asked after seeing the documentary
that was inspired when one of Chris
Rock’s daughters asked him why she
doesn’t ha v e g o o d h ai r. F o r
Americans bombarded with images
of Europeans as the standard of
beauty, straight hair was widely
viewed as being “good hair.”
Bogard argues that is only one of
the reasons black women straighten
their hair. “There was a time in history
when black women felt they needed
to straighten their hair in order to fit
in,” he stated. “I will acknowledge
that. Today, in 2009, I think if a
woman chooses to straighten her hair
with a relaxer, I don’t think it’s just to
fit into society or to be like their white
counterparts. They’re doing it now
because of style – it’s a look.”
For some, straight hair is not
enough – it must also be long. Chris
Rock made a big deal out of black
women purchasing fake hair –
sometimes at a cost of $1,000 to
$3,500 – and having it woven into
their heads. One salon owner featured
in the movie offered a layaway plan.
Although Bogard said he has had
less than five women come to him for

weaves over a 17-year-career – each
time he referred them to someone else
– the typical African-American
customer has no interest in weaves.
“I wish he had balanced that with
black women who are very proud of
who they are and they don’t need to
wear weaves in order to fit into
society,” Bogard said. He conceded
the movie featured women with
natural hair and even one interior
decorator who is bald. But he said
those examples were easily overshadowed by the overemphasis on
weaves, something that did not go
unnoticed by moviegoers.
“I have a client, a very beautiful
lady, who is an attorney,” Bogard
recounted. “After the movie came
out, she went to work and a Caucasian
co-worker said, ‘Girl, I didn’t know
you had a weave.’ She said, ‘I don’t
have a weave. Why would you
assume I have a weave?” The woman
said, ‘Chris Rock said when you see
black women with long hair, they
have a weave.’ This opens up another
door. If you’re a black woman and
your hair is long, it must be a weave.”
The movie noted that in India, 10
million people have all of their hair
cut each year as an offering to the
Hindu gods. With Koreans and
Chinese merchants functioning as
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middle men, much of that hair ends up
on the heads of African-American
women.
“Another thing that annoyed me
was the economic aspect of the
business,” Bogard stated. “They were
saying this is a $9 billion industry and
we don’t have anything to show for it.
Well, how many movie studios are
owned by blacks? How many car
companies are owned by blacks? Is
that something we should strive for?
Sure. But don’t pretend that this is the
only industry like that.
“Living in America, unfortunately,
we don't own a lot. On another level,
there are a lot of black-owned salons,
which brings me to my next point. It
seemed like he picked all the momand-pop salons he could find. There are
a lot of black-owned salons that are
upscale that don’t put weaves on
layaway. Their clients can afford them.”
After combing through most of
the flaws the “Good Hair,” Bogard
found another one — the definition of
good hair.
“Chris Rock made it seem like if
hair is straight, it’s good hair,” Bogard
said. “One of the things we teach in
our salon is that if the hair is not
healthy, it isn’t good hair. Good hair is
healthy hair, whether it’s straight,
kinky, curly, or wavy.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clean Teeth Provide A
Healthier Immune System
Leading To Fewer Colds

Respiratory infections flourish
at this time of the year. The standard
advice for the prevention of these
sicknesses is to wash your hands and
keep your immune system healthy
by eating properly and exercising
regularly. Washing your hands is one
way of keeping the hundreds of
different bacteria and viruses from
getting into your system. Individuals
with lower immune systems are
more susceptible to infections, since
your immune system helps to
defend the body, if and when a virus
or bacteria slip in.
In addition to the standard
advice, a less publicized approach to
healthy living and avoiding a respiratory infection is to keep your teeth
clean. Here's why:
1. There are 400-500 species of
bacteria that live in your mouth.
Viruses can use bacteria as
"factories" to grow and multiply. If a
virus makes its way into your mouth
(usually from touching your hands
to your mouth or biting your nails),
the fewer bacteria in your mouth, the
less likely the virus will grow.
2. Periodontal disease is caused
by plaque producing bacteria. The
body in defense of the periodontal
disease releases cytokines. These
cytokines trigger your bloodmaking organs to constantly fight or
defend themselves, thus weakening
the body's immune system to fight
other infections.
3. Periodontal disease is a
potential contributing factor for respiratory diseases, according to
the American Academy of
Periodontology.
The bacteria that cause periodontal disease and are taxing your
immune system are breeding right

now in the perfect environment of
your mouth. They love the cozy,
moist, dark, warm, and acidic
ecosystem, which is constantly
being fed by carbohydrates. The
areas between the teeth are particularly good breeding grounds because
the damaging bacteria thrive in the
absence of oxygen. The bacteria
grow rapidly - actually doubling
their count every hour. There are
more bacteria in your mouth than
people on the planet Earth. The
excrement or bi-product of the
bacteria is what forms the sticky film
that is a constant challenge to
remove and what is called plaque.
Symptoms of periodontal
infection are often not noticeable
until the disease is advanced. Some
of the symptoms include: bad breath
that will not go away, red or swollen
gums, tender or bleeding gums,
loose teeth, or sensitive teeth. A
dentist can diagnose the disease in
the early stages, prior to individuals
realizing they have it. Because 85%
of the population have some degree
of periodontal disease, it is
extremely important to get regular
dental check ups. Professional
cleanings at a dental office are recommended every six months.
Periodontal disease is the most widespread disease on earth.
Visiting a dentist is only one half
of the prevention equation. Daily
home care is as important.
Periodontal disease is prevented by
thoroughly cleaning your teeth,
requiring the removal of the resilient
bacteria. A toothbrush does a good
job in removing the bacteria from
the high spots, but unfortunately, not
in between teeth. In addition, most
conscientious individuals who try to

do a “better” job at cleaning their
teeth, end up with toothbrush
abrasion. This ridge between the
tooth and gum line expose the root.
The area then is sensitive to hot,
cold, sweets and acids, and requires
composites that must be repeatedly
replaced.
Flossing is important both in the
prevention and the control of periodontal disease according to the
American Dental Association
(ADA). Because it is a laborious task
to floss, most people don't. The
ADAreported that only about 5% of
the population actually flosses. In
addition, only 18 - 35% of the plaque
between teeth is removed when one
does floss, according to The Journal
of Clinical Periodontology. Flossing
can also move the contagious periodontal disease from an infected site
to an uninfected site. Although oral
irrigators are meant to replace
flossing, they can't cut through
plaque's sticky biofilm since they
only use water.
Once afflicted, patients with
periodontal disease control it by a
disciplined and meticulous oral
cleaning regimen, both at the dental
office and at home. Professional
treatment may require below the
gum line scraping, three-month
check ups instead of the traditional
six-month, and a prescription oral
rinse.
The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services suggests that
there are over 1 billion respiratory
infections each year in the US. Avoid
illness - wash your hands, keep them
out of your mouth, eat healthy,
exercise, AND clean your teeth.
Cleaning your teeth helps keep your
immune system healthy.

Holiday Activities On
St. Petersburg’s Waterfront

SNOWFEST
St. Petersburg expects tons
of snow to fall this weekend at
Snowfest, a "real" snow event
held Saturday, December 5 in
N. Straub Park from 11 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Activities include a
big and a little toboggan slide,
climbing wall, art tent,
moonwalk, gladiator ball, giant
slide, glice ice skating, and
KiddyLand, an area designed
especially for pre-schoolers
with inflatable games, cookie
decorating, snowball toss, and
more. Wristbands cost $5 and
include all activities.
SANTA PARADE
St. Petersburg's 82nd annual
Lions Club Santa Parade is this

The Maxi Mall located in
South St. Petersburg will
feature an Afrocentric Holiday
Bazaar on Saturday, December
5th, from 9am until 5pm. The
bazaar will offer Christmas
and Kwanzaa merchandise,
while showcasing black businesses throughout Pinellas
County. The bazaar will be
held in the parking lot of the
Maxi Mall located at 4301
34th Street South, St.
Petersburg. Free parking and
free admission.
Christmas and Kwanzaa
merchandise such as
handmade jewelry, fragrant
ca n d l e s , E g y p t i a n c o t t o n

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Tickets: $25.00 per person, may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
(Mon.-Fri.), 2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
or by email at ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.,
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Co-Sponsored by
City of St. Petersburg
Mary H. Clowers, Chair .
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

sheets, poinsettias, and African
clothing will be available for
purchase as gifts. Other
v e n d o r s i n c l u d e : G r e e n ’s
Bakery, Naturally Renee
Beauty Products, Alverdeen
R o b i n s o n ’s S t a t e F a r m
Insurance, Mary Kay, Bill’s
Vacuum’s, Reader’s Choice
Books, and Eckerd CollegeYouth Alternatives Mentoring
Program among many others.
Delicious
food
and
beverages will be sold during
the event and live entertainment begins at noon. Join
Mount Zion Progressive’s
Drumline, Poet-Venus Jones,
with her newly released

Kw a n z a a C D , P o e t - A l i c e
Favors with Inspirational
Poetry, and Jazz MusicianH e n r y A s h w o o d , J r. ,
Saxophonist. Bring the whole
family for an enlightening
time and free entertainment.
This holiday event is
presented by Urban Exposure,
Inc., and sponsored in part by
Th e We e k l y C h a l l e n g e r
Newspaper, WRXB, and the
Power Broker Magazine. Call
(727) 399-7642 for more
information or to become a
vendor. Save money and get
unique gifts at the Afrocentric
Holiday Bazaar, this Saturday!

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 48 months

24TH ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST

Date: Monday, January 18, 2010
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 A.M.
Theme: Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off !!!

rink in North Straub Park. Both
will run from 6-9 p.m. on the
following dates December 5 &
6, 9 through 13 and 17 through
23. Skating is $5 for 30 minutes.
Santa visits are free.
WAT E R F R O N T
DISPLAY
Stroll along the beautiful
lighted St. Petersburg waterfront meandering the pedestrian
walkway and see the thousands
of holiday lights. Visit North
Straub Park and view the giant
Christmas tree and hopefully
catch Santa in his sleigh. Enjoy
the giant holiday greeting cards
made by local artists and
children in the community at
Vinoy Park.

Afrocentric Holiday Bazaar

NCNW
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair

Saturday, December 5, 2009,
begins at 10 a.m. from Central
Ave. and 5th Street traveling
east to Bayshore Drive then to
5th Avenue North. Free family
fun, bands, floats, costumed
characters, dancers, and much
more. Sponsored by St.
Petersburg Lions Club, the City
of St. Petersburg, Florida,
Central Credit Union, Northeast
Exchange Club, St. Petersburg
Times, Suncoasters, All Florida
Fire Equipment, and Autoway
Ford.
SANTA AND GLICE
SKATING
IN
NORTH
STRAUB PARK
Visit Santa in the park or go
glice skating on a simulated ice

12K Year M.S.R.P. $39,105.00
$359.00 plus tax $3,495.00 down
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Includes all rebates and incentives.
Must have a qualifying lease
coming due by 03/31/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Christmas Tree Lighting At
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum

ST. PETERSBURG - Dr.
Carter G. Woodson AfricanAmerican Museum is hosting its
annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony at the Museum on
Friday, Dec. 4, from 7-9 p.m.
The evening’s festivities will
include music, light refreshments, and the singing of
Christmas
carols
in
the
museum’s beautiful Legacy
Garden.
Admission to this event is an
unwrapped toy that will be distributed later this holiday season

during the Ch ri s t m as To y
Giveaway on December 19,
2009. Free admission. For more
information, call (727) 3231104.
Last year the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American
Museum gave away food certificates, toys, and clothing to 50
families as part of its Christmas
Toy Giveaway. With the assistance of local churches and other
non-profit organizations, the
museum is looking forward to
making many families happy

this year. Please join us Saturday,
Dec.19, from 10 a.m.-noon, for
this event! For more information, call (727) 323-1104
Also, please visit
www.woodsonmuseum.org or
go to FACEBOOK and attach
the link for Chase Community
Giving and vote for the museum;
if successful, the nonprofit could
win $25,000. In addition, we're
asking that you encourage all
your FB friends to do the same.
Voting ends in December.
Thanks!

List Of Holiday Films
For St. Petersburg’s
Free Outdoor Film Series
ST. PETERSBURG - As St.
Petersburg's first free outdoor
holiday film series continues
each Friday and Saturday night
through Christmas, organizers of
the Sunscreen Film Festival
H o l i day Film Serie s have
slightly revised the list of titles to
be presented as it obtains the
required film rights and permissions.
Last weekend, film-goers
enjoyed presentations of The
Shop Around the Corner and
We're No Angels. The movie
showings continue on Friday and
Saturday nights in North Straub

Park, on Beach Drive and Fifth
Avenue N.E., beginning at 7 p.m.
The remaining holiday films
are:
December 4 - “Polar
Express,” (2004) starring Tom
Hanks;
December 5 - “White
Christmas,” (1954) starring Bing
Crosby and Danny Kaye;
December 11 - “Prancer,
“(1989) starring Sam Elliott,
Cloris Leachman;
December 12 - “A Christmas
Story,” (1983) starring Melinda
Dillon and Peter Billingsley;
December 18 - “Miracle on

34th Street,” (1947) starring
Maureen O'Hara and Natalie
Wood;
December 19 - “It's A
Wonderful Life,” (1946) starring
Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed.
Movie-goers are invited to
bring lawn chairs and blankets.
Seasonal refreshments,
including popcorn, coffee and
hot chocolate, will be available
for purchase. The film series is
sponsored by Beach Drive
Retail, Progress Energy, and the
city of St. Petersburg.

25 Years of The Nutcracker

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Pinellas County Center for the
Arts (PCCA), located at Gibbs
High School, is celebrating
their 25 year anniversary with
its largest production of “The
Nutcracker”. Since its conception, students have worked on
biannual productions of this
holiday classic. The first
public performance was held
in 1986 and featured in-school,
community, and evening performances. It is a collaborative
effort involving students from
all of the arts curriculum areas:

dance, music, theatre,
technical theatre, and visual
arts.
The 2009 production is a
presentation of the artistic
talents from throughout the
community and is the culmination of a community outreach
plan for the arts undertaken
earlier this year by PCCA.
Fe a t u r e d d a n c e r s i n c l u d e
students from PCCA, Center
for the Arts at John Hopkins
Middle School, Center for the
Arts at Perkins Elementary
School, and numerous dance

studios, and arts education
centers in Pinellas County. The
cast of more than 100 artists
will also include former PCCA
students who have achieved
na t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n a n d
several PCCA adjunct faculty
members and their families.
Performances will be held
December 3-5 at 7 p.m. in the
Gibbs High School Grand
Theatre. Ticket prices are $20
for adults and $10 for students.
For more information, call
893-5452, ext. 2031.

Maddon’s Thanks-mas
Returns For Fourth Year

ST. PETERSBURG - Rays
Manager Joe Maddon will host
“Thanks-mas” for the fourth
consecutive year, December
14-17, at four Salvation Army
shelters in the Tampa Bay area.
As he has done in the past,
Maddon will prepare a traditional Italian holiday feast for
hundreds of needy citizens in
the Tampa Bay region. With

the help of Rays coaches and
employees, Maddon will shop,
cook, and serve the food.
Over the past three years,
this event has served approximately 2,000 individuals in
need. This holiday season,
“Thanks-mas” will include the
following stops:
Monday, Dec. 14 - 5:00
p.m. Sallie House, 740

Lafayette Street North, St.
Petersburg
Tuesday, Dec. 15 - 5:30
p.m. Bradenton Salvation
Army, 1204 14th Street West
Wednesday, Dec. 16 - 4:30
p.m. St. Petersburg Salvation
Army, 1400 4th Street South
Thursday, Dec. 17 - 5:30
p.m. Tampa
Salvation
Army, 1603 N. Florida Avenue.

Abused Children Need Help

Be the voice for an abused
or neglected child. Hundreds
more volunteer Guardians ad
Litem are urgently needed to
be a child’s voice in court and
the child welfare system. The
average time needed is six to
ten hours a month.

MLK

continued from front page
organizational change, growth,
and powerful results in
personal and professional
pursuits.
In over 25 years of experience and service delivery, she
has received over 300 plaques,
awards, citations, certificates,
and "Keys to the City”; as well
as numerous tributes and commendations for her efficacy in
facilitating personal and professional empowerment,
problem resolution, and organizational growth.
Author of “Developing
Leadership for Parent/Citizen
G r o u p s ” i n 1 9 7 6 , D r.
Kuykendall authored
“Improving Black Student

A Guardian ad Litem
works with a professional staff
and an attorney to ensure that a
child has a safe, caring, and
stable environment.
The first training in 2010
w i l l m e e t Tu e s d a y s a n d
Wednesdays evenings, 6:00

pm to 9:00 pm for 5 weeks
starting January 12th.
Ca l l 7 2 7 - 4 6 4 - 6 5 2 8 t o
arrange to attend a 30-minute
orientation. For more information and an application go to
www.guardianadlitem6.org.

Achievement through
Enhancing Self-Image” in
1987 and a motivational
calendar for parents, “You and
Yours: Making the Most of this
School Year” (1997 and 1989).
Her well lauded book, “From
Rage to Hope: Reclaiming
Black and Hispanic Students”,
published in 1992, is considered by many a “timeless
treasure” and is a national best
seller. In May 2004, the second
edition of this national bestseller, “From Rage to Hope
II”, was published. Her unique
empowerment guide and
character development
p l a n n e r, D r e a m i n g o f a
P.H.A.T. Century, continues to
be extolled by winners of all
ages.
Kuykendall is one of the
most dynamic individuals of

our time. Corporate sponsorship opportunities are
available. Tickets can be
p u r c h a s e d a t Th e We e k l y
Ch a l l e n g e r n e w s p a p e r o r
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
(Mon-Fri). 2500 Dr. MLK, Jr.
Street South, by email at ncnwstpete@yahoo.com.
For more information
contact Dianne Speights, 727
4 0 3 - 0 1 4 4 , T h e We e k l y
Challenger, 727-896-2922 or
WRXB “Praise 1590” at 727865-1591.
This commemorative celebration is co-sponsored by
The National Council of Negro
Women, Inc., The City of St.
P e t e r s b u rg , a n d P r o g r e s s
Energy Florida. Vincent
Dolan, President/CEO of
Progress Energy Florida serves
as honorary chairman.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Alumni Singers, Inc. Present
‘Music For The Season Of Christmas’

Photograph courtesy of the Alumni Singers
Robert L. Anders

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Alumni Singers, Inc. will
present their annual"Music For
the Season of Christmas"
concert on Sunday, Dec. 13, at
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, 3455 26th Avenue S.,
at 4 p.m.
The Alumni Singers will
begin their 30th Year in 2010 as
an all volunteer choral group
under the direction of Robert L.
Anders.
The group was formed
during the 50th Anniversary of
Gibbs High School in May
1980 from former members of
t h e accl ai m ed S t . C ecel i a
Chorus. There was a tremendous desire to rekindle choral
singing which was an integral
part of their development and
education. After this gathering,
their was an immediate sense
of purpose in this rejoining.
The group decided to rededicate themselves as a unit, and
to share with the community
the beauty and the profoundness that is generated through

choral singing.
Over the past thirty years,
the group has expanded and
now includes singers from
other high school and college
choirs.
The mission of the music is
about the African-American
experience with the purpose of
preserving and promoting
cultural enrichment.
Concert renditions span to
the rich melodious sounds of
the spirituals and extend to
anthem, hymns, gospel, and
secular/popular pieces.
In addition to performing
throughout the Tampa Bay
Area, The Alumni Singers have
been featured with the Bethune
Cookman University Music
Festival in Daytona Beach,
Florida. They also appeared in
an all Gershwin program on the
Florida Orchestra Super Pops
concert series in the Porgy and
Bess Suite under the direction
of the late Skitch Henderson.
Admission is free. Offering
welcome.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Dec. 5 - Holiday Extravaganza Day, Museum of
Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Education
family programs. www.fine-arts.org or 727-896-2667.

Saturday, Dec. 5 - Art In the Park's Holiday Forest Arts
Auction, Williams Park, 299 1st Ave. N, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Stroll through a forest of festive trees available for
purchase. Proceeds benefit local arts organizations.
www.thepinkcricket.org or 727-580-2373.
Wednesday, Dec. 9 - CASA Peace Breakfast, Coliseum,
535 4th Ave. N. 7 a.m. Keynote speaker is Audrey Wood.
For a table or sponsorship call 727-895-4912.
www.stpete.org/coliseum or 727-892-5202.

Through Jan. 3 - Christmas Lights Display, 100,000 lights
on nearly a half acre of land, every night from 6-10, at 2719
Oakdale St. S., St. Petersburg. Map available at christmasdisplay.org or call 727-896-6500 for information.

• Law Enforcement Deputy
(Certified)
Experience preferred.

• ARNP-Psych
Minimum of one
(1) year experience.
• Psychiatrist (part-time)

• Detention Deputy
(Certified)
Experience preferred.

• RN Clinical Supervisor
12 hour shifts. May require
weekend or holiday shift work.

• Detention Deputy Recruit
No experience required.

• Dentist (full-time)

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

2,800

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office is an equal opportunity employer.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL LARRY

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

®

Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com

Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing
No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242

Golden Goose
Crafts & More

4280 6th Street South • 727-825-3744
Located at Coquina Key Plaza Next To CVS • Tues. - Sat. 10 am - 8 pm

SATURDAY SPECIAL 50% OFF ALL LADIES CLOTHING
Party Supplies, Picture Frames, Fabrics, Christmas Gift Ideas,
African Shea Butter and Black Soap

LAYAWAY • LAYAWAY

Natural & Chemical

LAYAWAY • LAYAWAY

LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS • LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS

Hair-it-iz

Braids &
Styles by
Felica

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS • LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER
Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only
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W/STEVE

More Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is over and was it more than
turkey, dressing, and cranberry sauce!
One account of Thanksgiving dates back to
1621 when the Plymouth colonist and Wampanoag
Indians shared an autumn harvest feast which is
acknowledged today as one of the first
Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies. This
harvest meal became a symbol of cooperation and
interaction between English colonist and Native
Americans. This feat is considered by many to be
the very first Thanksgiving celebration; however it
was actually in keeping with a long tradition of celebrating the harvest and giving thanks for a successful abundance of crops.
Another account of Thanksgiving has recorded
other ceremonies of thanks among European
settlers in North America. This took place in
December of 1619 and was lead by Captain John
Woodlief. Captain Woodlief prayed and pledged
“Thanksgiving to God for their healthy arrival after
a long voyage across the Atlantic.” This event has
been dubbed by many scholars as the first official
Thanksgiving among European settlers. President
Abraham Lincoln declared the last Thursday in
November a national day of Thanksgiving.
Congress made Thanksgiving an official national
holiday in 1941.
Whether at Plymouth Rock, Berkely
Plantation, or across America, celebrations of
thanks have held great meaning of importance over
time but has that meaningfulness and time of thanks
and appreciation been lost in the hustle and bustle
over time? Has Thanksgiving developed into a
cooking bonanza where people decide how many
different ways they can prepare turkey? Should I
roast or fry it? Should I even replace it with another
type of meat? Don’t get me wrong, a plethora of
food adorned the early celebrations and food is definitely a conduit for great fellowship. However we
don’t want to lose the very essence of the
Thanksgiving celebration or its history in food

preparation and other things that really don’t
embody the spirit of Thanksgiving.
Do we really take out the time to thank our
creator for just being alive and being in good
health? So many tragedies are going on in our
society. People are killing each other for no reason
at all. Houses are being vandalized and drugs are on
the rampart and destroying families and communities. The homeless rate is ever rising and people
displaying “homeless will work for food “signs are
prevalent. I was riding with someone just yesterday
and saw a little lady sitting on the side of the road on
a bus bench. She looked very worn and tattered.
The person I was riding with said that she had been
there for a number of months. My eyes were full of
water. I thought to myself, that could have been
me, but circumstances just worked out differently
for me.
I then began to think about all of the little
children and families who are hungry and the vast
amount of households that have been stricken by
loss of jobs or salary cuts. I decided I would do
something about it so I involved myself in several
food give away projects aligned with several
churches and organizations. In addition, I have
been giving small donations were I could to assist
during the thanksgiving times.
As you gathered with your families and friends
for laughter, feasting, and fellowship, did you pause
to remember those who are not as fortunate. Let’s
consider things that we sometimes take for granted.
Let’s remember that Thanksgiving is more than
turkeys, dressing, and cranberry sauce, but a time to
thank God for every blessing he has provided for us
while we remember those who are not as fortunate
as us and do something about it. I hope that your
holiday was safe, and that you enjoyed your family
and friends. Cherish every moment and pray for
others who are experiencing difficult times and situations. Thank you for reading, and I hope you
have enjoyed your time OUT&ABOUTW/Steve.

WIMBISH

continued from front page

daughter of a housekeeper and an
alcoholic father who left not long
after Carrie was born.
A bright, athletic student, she
entered Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical College for Negroes
(now Florida A&M) at 16, intending
to become a doctor. In her spare time
she played on the school's tennis and
basketball teams, kept statistics for
the football team, and fished for blue
crabs with friends.
In college, she met Ralph
Wimbish, another aspiring
physician. They married in 1945.
"They were civic-minded from the
beginning," said son Ralph
Wimbish Jr. "They wanted to break
down the walls of segregation."
Mrs. Wimbish altered her
plans, teaching physical education
in the Hillsborough County school
system while her husband studied at
Meharry Medical School in
Nashville.
In 1948 Dr. Wimbish had
finished his internship. The young
couple had built a house in Tampa,
on the "white" side of 22nd Street, a
good place to raise their baby
daughter, Barbara.
The house burned to the ground
the night before the family would
have moved in. Dr. Wimbish
suspected the Ku Klux Klan; officially, the cause of the fire remained
a mystery.
The family moved to St.
Petersburg in 1953; Dr. Wimbish set
up a medical office on 16th Street
near the current Tropicana Field.
They opened their home on 15th
Avenue S to black athletes and entertainers, none of whom could get a
room in town under segregation.
"I remember Cab Calloway
staying in my room," said Ralph
Wimbish Jr., 57. Over the 1950s and
early 1960s, guests also included
musicians Lionel Hampton and
Dizzy Gillespie, athletes Jesse
Owens, Elston Howard, Althea
Gibson, and an actress who played

Aunt Jemima on television.
Calmly but forcefully, the
Wimbishes worked to end segregation, from a successful integration of
Spa Beach in 1959 to a tougher push
against hotels that excluded black
guests, including baseball players
here for spring training.
In 1960, while pregnant with
her third child, Mrs. Wimbish ran
for a seat on the Pinellas County
School Board, losing to William H.
Williams.
In 1961, her husband told the
New York Yankees that he would no
longer enable the team by housing
black players.
The Yankees promptly moved
to Fort Lauderdale. Locals
responded by burning a cross in the
Wimbishes yard, sending a message
to the NAACP president and his
wife. Mrs. Wimbish managed to
shield her two young sons from
seeing the hateful symbol.
In 1965 Mrs. Wimbish entered
FAMU's law school, taking her two
sons with her to Tallahassee. She
was a week shy of graduating in
1967 when her husband collapsed at
what was meant to be a celebratory
occasion in Miami. He died before
reaching the hospital.
Though devastated, Mrs.
Wimbish returned to law school a
week later to take her final exams.
She passed.
"She was a strong woman,"
Stewart said. "She had to think about
her children. She said, 'Well, this is
what I have to do and I will do it.' "
She turned her late husband's
medical office into a law office,
where she helped striking sanitation
workers in 1968 as they protested
unequal pay scales and duties for
black and white workers.
"It was Bette who kept encouraging us to keep doing what we were
doing," said community activist
Watson Haynes. "She was in the
back room, making the difference."
Though unsuccessful on its
face, the strike "sort of shocked the
city into recognizing that it had to
address these long-standing social

justice issues," Arsenault said.
Mrs. Wimbish ran for City
Council in 1969, and letters
beginning "Dear N-----" and containing other offensive language
began arriving to the house.
"I tried to get to the mail before
she did," her son said, shielding his
mother from the worst of it, as she
had once done for him.
But times had changed, at least
a bit. Mrs. Wimbish won the council
seat handily.
Joseph A. Walker was the first
black person elected to citywide
office in the Tampa Bay area when
he won a seat on the Tampa City
Council in 1887, but Mrs. Wimbish
was the first African-American
elected to office in the Tampa Bay
area in the 20th century.
(Perry Harvey Jr. was the first
African-American elected by
citywide vote in Tampa in modern
times in 1983).
Mrs. Wimbish left her seat in
1972 to run for state Senate against
Richard Deeb, but lost.
In 1973, Askew appointed her
to the deputy secretary of
commerce, where she was the
second-highest-ranking woman in
state government. Mrs. Wimbish
lost bids for a state representative
seat in 1982 to Alfred Lawson, a
black candidate who accused Mrs.
Wimbish of being "overeducated,"
and for Congress against C. W. Bill
Young in 1988.
"I fail to understand the 'elitist'
appellation," she said in 1982. "If it
means being a lady, I am a lady. If it
means being genteel, I am genteel."
Andrew Meacham can be
reached at (727) 892-2248 or
ameacham@sptimes.com.
A re p r i n t f r o m t h e S t .
Petersburg Times, with permission
from Andrew Meacham.
B I O G R A P H Y: C a r r i e
Elizabeth "Bette" Wimbish. Born:
March 24, 1924. Died: Nov. 30,
2009. Survivors: daughter Barbara
W. Griffin; son Ralph Wimbish Jr.
and his wife, Grace; two grandchildren. Service: to be arranged.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

Holiday Season Edition
(Dec. 24, 2009)

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition
(Jan. 14, 2010)

Black History Month Edition
(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Jerry Lee Rice (born
O c t o ber 13, 1962 ) is a n
American former football player.
He is widely regarded as the
greatest wide receiver ever and
one of the greatest players in
National Football League (NFL)
history. The all-time leader in
every major statistical category
for wide receivers and the alltime NFL leader in touchdowns
scored with 208, Rice was
selected to the Pro Bowl 13 times
(1986–1996, 1998, 2002) and
named All-Pro 10 times in his 20
NFL seasons. He won three
Super Bowl rings playing for the
San Francisco 49ers and an AFC
Championship with the Oakland
Raiders.
Rice's 1984 record-breaking
season at Mississippi Valley
caught the attention of many
NFL scouts, but his speed
(reportedly only 4.71 in the 40yard dash) kept most wary,
although there were apparently
at least two exceptions: the
Dallas Cowboys and the San
Francisco 49ers. In his autobiography, Rice says the Cowboys,
Green Bay Packers, San Diego
Chargers, and Indianapolis Colts
had kept in contact with him
prior to the draft. In the first
round of the 1985 NFL draft,
Dallas had the 17th selection and
San Francisco had the last (as
Super Bowl champions from
1984). 49ers coach Bill Walsh
reportedly became enamoured
with Rice after watching highlights of Rice the Saturday night
before San Francisco was to play
the Houston Oilers on October
21, 1984. On draft day (April 30,
1985), the 49ers traded its first
two picks for New England's
first-round choice, the 16th
selection overall (the teams also
swapped third-round picks as
part of the deal), and selected
Rice before, as some report, the
Cowboys were intending to pick
him. Rice was prized more
highly by the USFL, as he was
the #1 pick overall in that shortlived league's 1985 draft.
Rice retired as the leader in a
number of statistics. His 1,549
receptions were 447 receptions
ahead of the second place record
held by Marvin Harrison. His
22,895 receiving yards were
7,961 yards ahead of the second

16 50 11
PICK OF THE WEEK!

847
156
309

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
1-7 3-8
6-2 4-3
8-5 7-6

Jerry Rice

The Jazz Club Of Sarasota:
Getting Better With Age!

place spot held by his Raiders
teammate Tim Brown. His 197
touchdown receptions are 65
scores more than the 132
touchdown receptions by his
former 49ers teammate Terrell
Owens, and his 208 total touchdowns (197-p, 10-r, 1-ret) were
33 scores ahead of Emmitt
Smith's second place 175.
To illustrate the significance
of his 22,895 receiving yards, if
Rice had not gained any other
yards on rush attempts or kick
returns, his 22,895 receiving
yards would still rank him
second place on the NFL's list
a ll-purpose y ard l ead ers
(category based on combination
of rushing, receiving, kick/punt
return yards, and interception/
fumble return yards).
Another example of Rice's
dominance is his performance
against Deion Sanders, considered by many as the best
coverage cornerback of all-time.
From 1989 to 1996, Rice and
Sanders faced off ten times, with
Rice compiling 60 receptions for
1,051 yards and 11 receiving
touchdowns against Sanders'
teams (this would project to
approximately 96 receptions for
1682 yards and 18 touchdowns
in 16 games). Rice's teams won
six of the ten games. To Sanders
credit, Deion had 4 interceptions
for 58 yards and 0 touchdowns in
those ten games. Rice played
against Sanders' teams twelve
times, but Sanders did not play in
two of those games (once in
1992 and once in 1993).
Rice is remembered for his
work ethic and dedication to the

game. In his 20 NFL seasons,
Rice missed only 10 regular
season games, 7 of them in the
1997 season, and the other 3 in the
strike-shortened season of 1987.
His 303 games are by far the most
ever played by an NFL wide
receiver, and are only 72 games
behind the NFL record for games
played by any player. In addition
to staying on the field, his work
ethic showed in his dedication
to conditioning and running
precise routes, with coach Dennis
Green calling him "the best route
runner I've ever seen." Also
known as one of the best blockers
at his position, there was no
aspect of playing wide receiver at
which Rice did not excel.
In 1999, he was ranked
number 2 on The Sporting News
list of the 100 Greatest Football
Players, behind only Jim Brown,
and Rice, 35 places ahead of the
next-highest-ranked player then
active, Deion Sanders, would
play another five seasons.
In 2010, Rice will be eligible
for election to the Pro Football
Hall of Fame. Despite a logjam
of accomplished receiver candidates such as Andre Reed, Cris
Carter, and Tim Brown (also first
eligible in 2010), Rice is widely
expected to be a first ballot Hall
of Famer. Following the 2009
ceremony during NFL Total
Access' post enshrinement
coverage, Hall of Fame receiver
Michael Irvin and one of Rice's
former coaches Steve Mariucci
both proclaimed Rice will be
enshrined in 2010 in a matter of
fact manner rather than speculation.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

“Keeping Jazz Alive” is what
it’s all about, as far as the Jazz
Club of Sarasota is concerned.
Closing out the 2009 year, the
Jazz Club is hosting its 2nd
Annual Big Band Bash on
December 6th at Philippi Estate
Park, Sarasota.
Kicking off
between 1-1:30 PM, the first big
band to perform will be the 12piece Latin Roots Ensemble. An
added bonus will be the premiere
performance in this area by
classical and jazz violinist LeMay
Olano James. Formerly, a member
of the Cuba Symphony Orchestra,
James is a relentless innovator and
will amaze you with his musical
brilliance. “He dares to go where
no man has gone before” on
acoustic violin, and is sure to
mesmerize the audience.
The 2nd big band performing
will be the 18-piece Helios Jazz
Orchestra. Popular Tampa Bay
vocalist Rita Wilson will be performing with the orchestra. When
describing Rita’s talents and personality, you cannot help but think
“Good things come in small
packages.” Rita owns a unique style
that commands attention and admiration as a jazz vocalist. Expect the
Helios Jazz Orchestra to present its
exciting collection of Popular,
Straight-Ahead, Swing and Bebop
charts written by the director and
band member Dr. David Manson,
St. Petersburg College.
Welcoming in Jazz Year –
2010, the Jazz Club will present
on Sunday, February 28th, its
annual “Jazz In The Park” event,
which kick-starts the Jazz Club’s
celebration of its existence with
the 30th Annual Sarasota Jazz
Festival. Offering the best jazz
music in the Tampa Bay/Sarasota
area year after year, the Jazz Club
presents four great jazz bands performing for one hour each,
beginning at noon at Philippi
Estate Park, Sarasota.
Jazz flautist, Dotti Anita
Taylor, visiting Sarasota for the
very first time from Hollis, New
York, will open the day’s festivities. She will be supported
musically by the exciting Tom
Hamilton Jazz Trio.
Appearing on the same bill
will be Tampa Bay’s own Blues
vocalist Al “Coffee” McDaniel.
McDaniel is a bluesy, original,

and definitely soulful vocalist!
His is a bright new voice to the
Blues with a delivery that incorporates a special blend of tones of
Barry White, Marvin Gaye, and
Joe Williams wrapped skillfully
with a cool, modern, urban beat of
R&B, Neo-Soul, and Jazz.
Joining the lineup will be the
ensemble of “Hands In Motion
Band,” a top-notch Latin Jazz
group. Come listen as Grammy
Award winner bandleader Lannie
Battistini demonstrates his exceptional articulation as a keyboardist, and how evocative and
fluent he is in the many idioms of
modern jazz, while maintaining
an Ellingtonian balance between
his ensemble and individual
excellence.
Rounding out this first day of
musical activity will be the new
group “The Jazz Kids.” Ranging
in age from fifteen to twentythree, the group is headed up by
17-year old drummer Rodney
Rocques and 23-year old
tr u m p e t e r C a l e b J o s e p h .
Supporting roles will come from
the young lady of the group,
bassist Jennifer Medina, and 15year old tenor saxophone phenomenon Jordan Richardson.
These are the new kids on the
block, and should be watched.
At both Big Band Bash and
Jazz In The Park events, vendors
will be plentiful throughout the
day. They will be offering for sale
a huge variety of mouth-watering
foods and beverages. Available
for purchase will be such goodies
as hamburgers and hot dogs,
soulful bar-be-que, delicious
crepes, sausage and peppers,
sumptuous ice cream sundaes and
cheesecake, and of course, ice
cold beer.
The Jazz Festival continues
on Monday, March 1, when the
Club presents the Four Freshmen
in concert at the Players Theater,
Sarasota. They are now enjoying
their 61st year of performing, and
miraculously continue to bring
their unique brand of vocal
harmony to audiences worldwide.
Even though there has been a
change of members’ names and
faces, their legendary sound
continues. In 2007, they placed
No. 1 in the “Best Vocal Group”
category for Jazz Times Readers’

poll.
On March 2, one of the true
innovators of the contemporary
and electric violin will appear in
concert. Doug Cameron, arranger
and composer as well as
performer will feature many of his
own compositions. Cameron has
recorded and performed with a
wide range of artists, including
George Benson, Doc Severinsen,
Dionne Warwick, and many
others.
The Jazz Club welcomes
hometown favorite trombonist
Greg Nielsen’s All-Star Band on
March 3rd. On March 4th, saxophonist Harry Allen will appear
with his quartet. Once described
by former tenor great Stan Getz as
the perfect tenor saxophone
soloist, Allen has performed
worldwide, frequently touring the
United States, Europe, and Asia.
He has performed with Rosemary
Clooney, Ray Brown, Hank
Jones, Frank Wess, Flip Phillips,
and many, many more such
notables.
The Sarasota Jazz Festival
continues on March 5th with
luminary pianist Dick Hyman performing with versatile vibraphonist
Peter Appleyard. Both musicians
have enjoyed busy musical careers,
since the early ‘50s, but continue to
show no let down in their quality of
performances.
Closing out the festival on
Saturday evening of March 6 will
be “Youth Night” highlighting
outstanding young musicians.
Performing in concert will be the
amazing flautist “Jose’ Valentino
and Friends Latin Jazz Group”
featuring the young 15-year old
pianist from Miami, wonderkid
Anthony Madruga. An all-out
jam session will end the program.
The jam will feature youngsters
Johann Sweet, keyboards,
Jennifer Medina, bass, Caleb
Joseph, trumpet, Rodney
Rocques, drums, Jordan
Richardson, tenor saxophone, and
several other young performers
yet to be named.
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! Mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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BUCS
CORNER
Buccaneers Improve, But Still Lose

Raheem Morris

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA - Raheem Morris is
interested in winning, not subtle
signs of improvement in his
s t r u g g l i n g Ta m p a B a y
Buccaneers.
The team played better
defensively in its first game
since the rookie coach took over
playcalling responsibilities;
however, once again the unit
was unable to hold off an
opponent when it mattered most.
The Atlanta Falcons drove
59 yards Sunday to beat the
Bucs 20-17 on Chris Redmond’s

5-yard, fourth-down touchdown
pass to Roddy White with 23
seconds remaining - the third
time Tampa Bay (1-10) has lost
on a final-minute drive.
The frustrating ending overshadowed that Tampa Bay
yielded a season-low 75 yards
on the ground, allowed its
second-fewest total yards (297)
in a game, and matched a season
best with six sacks.
“Stats are really for losers.
For me, it was more how hard
the guys played,” Morris said.
“Guys went out there and played
hard. They’ve played hard all
year. They continued to do that
and went out and gave themselves a chance to win.”
The first-year coach lauded
the play of young quarterback
Josh Freeman, who rebounded
from the worst performance of
his career to throw for 250 yards
and two touchdowns in his
fourth pro start.
A week after turning the ball

over four times in a 31-point loss
to New Orleans, the rookie out
of Kansas State didn’t throw an
interception or lose a fumble for
the first time.
“I think he’s starting to
develop into what we all think
he can be,” Morris said. “He’s
shown nothing but good things.
He had the one week where he
kind of backed off ... but he’s
getting better and better every
week.”
Mo rri s al s o d efen d ed a
decision to run a fake punt that
cost Tampa Bay field position
early in the fourth quarter, as
well as the Bucs trying to kick a
51-yard field goal instead of
punting, to pin Atlanta deep in
its own territory with under 3
minutes to go.
Redman, standing in for the
injured Matt Ryan, launched the
Falcons’ winning drive from his
own 41.
While the Bucs were criticized early in the season for not

being aggressive enough in the
waning minutes of a three-point
loss at Washington, Morris faced
que s t i o n s t h i s t i m e a b o u t
whether he went too far in the
opposite direction.
The coach didn’t think so.
“You always second-guess
yourself the next day. ... I don’t
know that a long field goal is out
of the box. I don’t know that a
fake punt is out of the box,”
Morris said.
“We were a 1-9 football
team. I think you’ve got to teach
this team how to insert a dagger
in somebody and win the game.
That’s part of the learning curve,
part of what we’re going
through.”
Morris demoted defensive
coordinator Jim Bates last week,
saying it was his responsibility
to fix a defense that’s allowed
the second-most points in the
NFL and ranks near the bottom
in yards allowed.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (1-10) will travel to Carolina to face the Panthers (4-7) Sunday, Dec. 6th at 1:00 p.m.

Titans, In Historic Turnaround, Sense
‘Something Special Is Happening’

Vince Young

NASHVILLE (AP) — A
defender tips Vince Young’s
(FSY) pass at the line, sending it
into the air. Titans tight end Bo
Scaife (FSY) beats an opponent
to the ball and runs upfield for a
19-yard catch that keeps
Tennessee’s stunning final drive
alive.
Amazing? Yes. Historic?
With each win, the Titans extend
their NFL mark for consecutive
victories after an 0-6 start. With
five straight wins, they are
halfway to Chris Johnson’s
(FSY) prediction of finishing the
regular season with 10 straight
wins after Sunday’s 20-17 win
over Arizona.
Lucky? Some Titans are
believers.
“ F eels like some thing
special is happening,” defensive
end Kyle Vanden Bosch (FSY)
said.
Young said they have to buy

into that idea — plus he also
thinks these Titans are getting
some heavenly help from the
late Steve McNair (FSY),
Young’s me n t o r an d t h e
franchise’s all-time winningest
quarterback.
“All the love to Steve
McNair up top. I know he’s
watching and sending down love
to us,” Young said.
Coach Jeff Fisher credits a
combination for this current
streak that includes improved
play and a healthy secondary,
leading to stingier defense and
confidence.
“We’re getting the things we
didn’t get the first six weeks.
We’re getting bounces. We’re
ge tting defle ct i o n s . We’re
making plays. We’re making our
own breaks to a certain extent.
Then there are some other things
that happen. When those things
happen, it certainly makes it
easier,” Fisher said.
Catching a tipped ball is one
thing. Those looking for omens
can find some encouragement.
The 99-yard kickoff return
for a touchdown Sunday was the
first against Tennessee since
1999 — the season the Titans
reached their lone Super Bowl.
The 18-play drive for the
winning score Sunday was the
longest TD drive since a 2002
win at New York, a season the
Titans started 1-4 and reached
the AFC championship game.
This defense, shredded
through the 0-6 start that culmi-

nated with a 59-0 rout in New
England, is giving up 18.2
points per game during the
current win streak. The Titans
held Arizona to a field goal in
the first half Sunday, the
defense’s best performance this
season.
Johnson remains the NFL’s
leading rusher and is having a
season that could wind up
among the best ever. He has
1,396 yards — 276 ahead of the
Rams’ Steven Jackson (FSY).
With his 85-yard TD run against
Arizona, Johnson now has three
touchdowns of 85 yards or
longer this season. No other
player in NFL history has that
many in a career.
He already has 11 career
100-yard rushing games. He tied
the NFL record Sunday held by
Earl Campbell (1980) and Eric
Dickerson (1984) with his sixth
consecutive game of 125 yards
rushing, and he has averaged at
least 5.0 yards per carry in each
game. That topped Jim Brown,
who managed the feat in five
straight games.
And that 99-yard drive was
Young’s fourth straight gamewinning drive after the Titans
had either been tied or trailed.
That win pulled Tennessee a
game back in the loss column of
the AFC’s sixth playoff spot. But
the Titans understand that 0-6
start left them with no margin
for error.
“A lot of guys know in the
back of their heads one loss can

hurt our playoff chances,”
rec e i v e r N a t e Was h i n g t o n
(FSY) said Monday. “Everyone
knows that. I don’t think
an y o n e ’s p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n .
We’re just playing football and
letting fate be fate.
Linebacker Keith Bulluck
(FSY) said the Titans can’t look
at the big picture. Their only
hope? Keep winning and
pressure other teams.
“They know they’ve got the
Tennessee Titans over their
shoulder, so they have to win as
well,” Bulluck said. “At this
point, we’re 5-6 and on a fivegame winning streak, but at the
same time, we don’t have
anything to lose. That’s the
attitude we have. We have five,
and now we’re going for six.”
The Titans will play three of
their final four at home. Owner
Bud Adams said in the locker
room after this latest win he can
see this team clinching a wildcard berth and repeating that
1999 team’s feat of running
through the playoffs to the Super
Bowl; they missed last season as
the AFC’s No. 1 seed.
“This team is determined to
win, and they’re going to win,”
Adams said.
Up next is the reality check:
A visit to undefeated
Indianapolis (11-0), already the
AFC South champ.
“If that doesn’t get their
attention, nothing will,” Fisher
said.

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Jeremiah Masoli

EUGENE, Ore. (AP)—
Just before his Twitter account
mysteriously disappeared,
injured Oregon State quarterback Lyle Moevao tweeted
about “payback” in this year’s
Civil War game.
Moevao was silenced, and
the rest of the Beavers
certainly weren’t providing
further bulletin board material,
but there was a generally
accepted feeling that the No.
13 Beavers would like nothing
better than to beat the No. 7
Ducks on Thursday night in
their own house, winning a trip
to the Rose Bowl in the
process.
That’s because last season
the Ducks were the spoilers.
With a win, the Beavers would
have been headed to Pasadena
on New Year’s Day for a
rematch against Penn State,
who beat them in September.
Instead, USC went.
The Beavers’ 65-38 loss
snapped a six-game overall
winning streak and an eightgame streak at Reser Stadium.
It was the most points Oregon
State had ever allowed an
opponent.
The Beavers seemed lost
without freshman running
back Jacquizz Rodgers, the
Pac-10’s leading rusher who
was out with a shoulder injury.
The team also missed older
brother James Rodgers, who
had perfected his role in
Oregon State’s trademark fly
sweep—a play that beat
Oregon 38-31 in overtime in
the Civil War the year before.
The Ducks were led by
Jeremiah Masoli, who threw
for 274 yards and three touchdowns. They rolled up 694
yards in total offense.
Oregon went on to beat

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Oklahoma State in the Holiday
Bowl 42-31, and the Beavers
went on to defeat Pittsburgh 30 in the Sun Bowl.
Beavers coach Mike Riley
said the coaches have since
gone over tape of that last Civil
War methodically. The team
knows what it must look for,
given the matchup is very
similar to what it was last year.
“It was very disappointing.
They beat us,” he said. “We’re
on to a new year. Hopefully we
can gain some thoughts about
that game and use them for the
preparation for this game both
strategically and mentally.”
This season is the first
“winner takes all” Civil War in
the history of the longstanding
rivalry game, where both
teams have the opportunity to
go to the Rose Bowl with a
victory.
The winner will also claim
the Pac-10 title, breaking the
hold that the Trojans have had
on it for the past seven years.
Oregon (9-2, 7-1) lost its
opener against Boise State and
its lone conference game on
the road at Stanford. Oregon
State’s losses this season were
to Cincinnati, Arizona, and
USC.
The Ducks understand
revenge could be in play for
the Beavers (8-3, 6-2).
“I’m sure if I was on the
other end, that would be my
No. 1 goal right now. Let alone
revenge, they’re in the same
shoes we are. They could get to
the Rose Bowl. Beyond the
rivalry, you’re fighting for the
Rose Bowl. What more do you
need?” safety T.J. Ward said.
For the record: Moevao
tweeted: “This is what I’ve
been waitin for. Payback is a
(expletive)!” The tweet was retweeted several times, before
ending up in an ESPN.com
column. The account was later
removed.
Oregon has made four
appearances in the Rose Bowl,
most recently following the
1994 season. The Ducks would
have played in the 2002 game
but went to the Fiesta Bowl
because of the Rose Bowl’s tie
with the national championship game that season.
Oregon State has not
earned a trip to the New Year’s
game in Pasadena since the
1964 season.

NCAA Football
BCS Standings

Florida
Alabama
Texas
TCU
Cincinnati
Boise State
Oregon
Ohio State
Iowa
Georgia Tech
Penn State
Virginia Tech
LSU

12-0
12-0
12-0
12-0
11-0
12-0
9-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
9-3
9-3

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Brigham Young 10-2
9-2
Pittsburgh
Oregon State
8-3
9-3
Miami (FL)
8-3
USC
California
8-3
Oklahoma State 9-3
10-2
Houston
Nebraska
9-3
8-3
West Virginia
8-4
Stanford
Utah
9-3
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

U.S. Rep. Kendrick B. Meek On
World AIDS Day 2009

Tyler Perry Donates A
Million Dollars To The NAACP

WASHINGTON, DC –
U.S. Congressman Kendrick
B. Meek (D-FL) today issued
the following statement in
recognition of December 1st as
World AIDS Day 2009:
“Today we honor the
memory of all who have lost
their lives to the global
epidemic of HIV/AIDS. World
AIDS Day 2009 marks an
opportunity for us to unite in
common purpose to reduce the
stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS
and raise awareness about HIV
testing,” said Congressman
Meek.
“I would especially like to
applaud the efforts of the
Miami Beach Community
Health Center and the NAMES
Project Foundation for hosting
a ceremonial reading this
morning
of
the
AIDS

Memorial Quilt. Their work is
part of a broader movement
taking place today to memorialize the lives we’ve lost to the
disease.”
“Although we have seen
some progress in the fight
against HIV/AIDS in recent
years, new infections still
overwhelm efforts to combat
the disease. As we mark this
year’s theme of ‘Universal
Access and Human Rights’, we
recognize that promoting
human rights and fighting the
disease go hand in hand. I look
forward to the day when we
achieve universal access to
HIV/AIDS treatment, prevention, and care. Until that day
comes, it is vital that we work
together to raise awareness
about the devastating impact of
HIV/AIDS in our communi-

ties.”
“I will continue working
toward increased access to
HIV/AIDS treatment, in part
through my support of the
Ry a n W h i t e H I V / A I D S
Treatment Extension Act of
2009, which President Obama
signed into law this year. The
Act increases access to primary
care and medication for
patients, which is vital to the
well-being not only of the
South Florida community, but
the global community as well.
We must continue to teach our
children and grandchildren the
importance of working
together to raise awareness
about the physical, social,
political, and economic devastation of HIV/AIDS.”

Bronson Asks Residents To
Report Price Gouging And
Announces Workshops To
Address Oyster Safety

TALLAHASSEE - Florida
Agriculture and Consumer
S e rv i ces Commissione r
Charles H. Bronson urged
state residents to report any
instances of price gouging to
his department in the wake of
approaching Hurricane Ida.
Under Florida law, it is
unlawful to charge exorbitant
or excessive prices for
essential items, including
shelter, gasoline, food, water,
ice, generators or lumber,
following the declaration of an
emergency,
unless
the
increases in the amount
charged are attributable to
additional costs incurred by
retailers.
Governor Charlie Crist has
declared an emergency for the
approaching storm, triggering
the activation of the pricegouging statute.
Individuals or businesses
found to have engaged in price
gouging face fines of up to
$1,000 per violation, or up to a
maximum fine of $25,000 a
day.
“We’re asking consumers
to come forward and let us

JOBLESS

continued from front page

bold recovery package, we are
still facing a prolonged period of
high unemployment. Two years
from now, absent further action,
we are likely to have unemployment at 8 percent or more, a
higher rate than that attained even
at the worst point of the last two
downturns,” said the joint
statement, which was issued in
conjunction with a forum
sponsored by the Washington,
D.C.-based Economic Policy
Institute. “Joblessness on this
scale creates enormous social and
economic problems—and denies
millions of families the ability to
meet even their most basic needs.
It also threatens our nation’s
future prosperity by casting
millions more children into
poverty, foreclosing educational
opportunities for many, limiting
the investment and innovation
that will fuel future growth, and
dimming long-term labor market
prospects, especially for younger

know if any retailers have
exploited our citizens or are
profiteering from the
approaching storm,” Bronson
said. “This activity is not only
reprehensible, it’s illegal.”
Bronson is asking
residents who have any
evidence that price gouging
has occurred or is occurring to
report it at once to his department’s toll-free hotline - 1 800
HELP FLA (435-7352).
Bronson also announced
that workshops have been
scheduled to discuss the
requirements of the National
Shellfish Sanitation Program
(NSSP) involving oysters and
Vibrio vulnificus bacteria.
Requirements of the NSSP
will be discussed with affected
oyster industry members
throughout the state. And,
input received from harveste rs, proces s o rs , an d
members of the general public
who are interested in the issue,
will be used to shape the
potential rule amendments
which are likely to significantly impact commercial harvesting and processing of oysters.

workers.”
The joint statement credits
the Obama Administration for
prioritizing the economy as its
first major action, pushing
through a $787 billion stimulus
package approved by Congress
and already creating more than a
million jobs. But the groups are
pushing for greater action.
Despite the issue of health
care, still very much on the frontburner as it is slated for Senate
debate this week, the jobless
crisis is demanding equal
attention as it boils to the top.
House leaders hope to vote on a
jobs bill by mid December while
Senate leaders have indicated
they would take up a jobs bill
after the health care debate.
"Make no mistake – this is the
civil rights issue of the moment,"
said LCCR President and CEO
Wade Henderson, in a statement
posted on the organization’s
website, Civilrights.org. "Unless
we resolve our national job crisis,
all of our other priorities – from
reforming health care and fixing
our broken immigration system,

NSSP requirements call
for significant decrease in time
allowed for commercial oyster
harvest and for significantly
quicker cool down of oysters
at the oyster processor during
the months of May through
October.
“I would encourage oyster
harvesters and processors to
attend these important
m eet i n g s , ” B ro n s o n s ai d .
“Any proposed rule amendments will apply to commercial oyster harvesting and processing in Florida.”
Bronson
said
the
workshops will be held from
November 30, 2009, through
Decem b er 1 0 , 2 0 0 9 , at
numerous locations around the
state ranging from Ponte Vedra
Beach to Milton.
Meeting times, dates, and
locations for these workshops
are available from the Division
of Aquaculture at http://www.
floridaaquaculture.com/notice
s.htm, or by calling the
division at (850) 488-4033.

to stemming home foreclosures
and expanding economic opportunity for all Americans – are in
real jeopardy."
The joint statement, also
signed by the AFL-CIO, the
National Council of La Raza, the
Center for Community Change,
and the Economic Policy
Institute, indicates that the crisislevel concern is escalating as the
numbers grow out of control –
and with racial disparity.
“Nearly 16 million
Americans who are able and
willing to work cannot find a job.
More than one out of every three
unemployed workers has been
out of a job for six months or
more. The situation facing
African American and Latino
workers is even bleaker, with
unemployment at 15.7 percent
and 13.1 percent, respectively,”
said the statement, titled, “An
Urgent Call to Action to Stem the
U. S. Job Crisis”.
At a White House press conference last spring, President
Obama fielded a question about
rising Black unemployment by

WASHINGTON (NNPA) The NAACP, the country’s
oldest and largest civil rights
organization, has
announced
that acclaimed film director
Tyler Perry has donated one
million dollars, marking the
largest gift ever given by an
individual artist. In addition,
Perry
purchased
several
NAACP commissioned Jacob
Lawrence lithographs and additional lithographs by celebrated
artists
Jonathan
Green,
Elizabeth Catlett, and Sam
Gilliam. The gift was made to
commemorate the organization’s Centennial anniversary,
according to a release.
“Tyler Perry exemplifies an
unyielding commitment to
uplifting and bringing hope to
the disenfranchised and those
less fortunate,” said Benjamin
Todd Jealous, president and
CEO of the NAACP, “Both in
his films and in his life, he
reflects an impressive ethos of
caring and conscientiousness.
We are deeply grateful for his
support.”
NAACP Chairman Julian
Bond also applauded the gift.
“We are honored that Tyler

Perry chose to support the
NAACP,” said Bond. “Tyler is
a courageous pioneer in bringing
positive images of AfricanAmerican culture and struggles
to the screen. His remarkable
journey from poverty and
childhood abuse to become one
of the world’s most successful
filmmakers and entrepreneurs is
an inspiration to us all.”
Perry expressed that it was
the least he could do.
“I feel so honored and
blessed to be in a position where
I can give to the NAACP.”
Perry said. “Had it not been for
the perseverance and vision of
the thousands who came before
me in the 100 years of this
legendary organization, I would
not be in the position I am in
today. I continue to be thankful
for the tireless work of the
NAACP, and I am proud to be
able to help in their mission to
fight for the equality of all
people, and to work towards the
elimination of discrimination
against race.”
NAACP sees Perry as a
stalwart, a standard bearer in
giving.
“This is a paradigm shifting

Photograph courtesy of NNPA

Tyler Perry

moment in black philanthropy.
Here is a civil rights organization
that is receiving a donation that
is usually targeted only at
education or cultural institutions.
Tyler Perry is setting a high
standard for others to follow,”
said Maxim Thorne, Senior Vice
President of the NAACP.
Jealous says the money will
be well-used toward the
advancement of Black progress.
He said, “The generous gift
by Tyler Perry will be used to
support our Second Century
Society advocacy programs on
economic equality, education,
health care, and criminal justice."

USDA National Scholars
Program Applications Open For
2010 Academic School Year

WASHINGTON, Nov. 23,
2009 - Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack today announced that
USDA/1890 National Scholars
Program applications for the
2010 academic school year are
now being accepted. Aspiring
high school seniors and rising
college sophomores and juniors
are encouraged to apply before
the Feb. 1, 2010, deadline.
"This program furthers the
Obama Administration's goal of
promoting and encouraging
America's young men and
women to consider careers in
agriculture and public service,"
said Vilsack. "Under this terrific
partnership College-bound
students benefit from an outstanding educational opportunity and
USDA benefits from the
knowledge, talent, diversity, and
skills that they will one day bring
to our organization."

The scholarship program is a
partnership initiative between
USDA and the 1890 Land Grant
Universities, and Tuskegee
University. It is designed to
expand diversity in USDA
through the recruitment of
talented students into public
service in agriculture and related
fields, including food sciences,
natural resource sciences, and
agricultural sciences.
Since the inception of the
National Scholars Program in
1992, USDA has funded scholarships for over 500 students.
Through this partnership, USDA
also hires these graduates into
career positions. USDA/1890
scholarship recipients receive full
tuition, fees, books, use of laptop
computers and printers, software,
employment, and employee
benefits for each of the four years
they pursue a bachelor's degree.

For each year of the scholarship,
students receive room and board
provided by the partnering institutions.
Students are required to work
one year at USDA for each year
of their scholarship.
The mission of the LandGrant system is to teach, conduct
research, and provide outreach.
The system was initiated by
President Abraham Lincoln with
the passing of the Morrill Act of
1862. A second Morrill Act was
passed in 1890 to grant freed
slaves and African Americans
access to Land-Grant institutions
in Southern States. The passage
of this bill brought educational
opportunities in technical,
military, and agricultural sciences
to the general working class population who had no other access
to higher levels of learning.

saying, “A rising tide lifts all
boats,” meaning as he addresses
unemployment overall, Black
unemployment will also be
addressed. But, economists and
civil rights leaders say general
economic remedies will not be
enough to rescue unemployed
people who have nearly sunk to
the bottom in their struggle to find
work.
“A rising tide lifts all boats for
those that are in the boats,” Morial
said. He says reported unemployment percentages only reflect
those that are still looking for
work; not those who have all but
given up after repeated rejections.
“The real overall unemployment rate is something like 17
percent. And it’s higher than that
in the Black community,” he said.
Morial’s letter is addressed to
Lawrence Summers, director of
Obama’s National Economic
Council, Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi, and Congressional
Black Caucus Chair Barbara Lee.
The following is a synopsis of his
recommendations:

• Fund Direct Job Creation
by offering financial support to
cities, counties, states, universities, community colleges and
non-profit community based
o rg a n i z a t i o n s t o h i r e t h e
personnel necessary to provide
critical services in communities
across the nation.
• Expand and Expedite the
Small Business Administration’s
Community Express Loan
Program through a reduction of
the interest rate to 1 percent
targeted for those businesses
located in areas where the local
unemployment rate exceeds the
state average.
• Create Green Empowerment
Zones in areas where at least 50
percent of the population has an
unemployment rate that is higher
than the state average.
• Expand the Hiring of
Housing Counselors Nationwide
by investing $500 million to fund
housing counseling agencies
nationwide to help delinquent
borrowers work with their loan
servicers to secure more affordable mortgages.

• Expand the Youth Summer
Jobs Program for 2010 by
investing $5-7 billion to employ 5
million teens. The unemployment
rate for African-American youth
is over 40 percent.
• Create 100 Urban Jobs
Academies to Implement an
Expansion of the Urban Youth
Empowerment Program (UYEP)
to employ and train the chronically unemployed.
“At a time of the year when
we traditionally give thanks and
prepare to share generously with
those around us, the American
people are both frustrated and disappointed,” Morial concludes.
“Despite the ambivalence of most
Americans with regards to
spending billions of dollars to bail
out the very businesses they felt
had previously taken advantage
of them, they understood the need
to take swift and deliberate action
to avoid a major national, or even
global, financial crisis. We ask
that the same urgency be given to
the people experiencing a
personal financial crisis in cities
throughout this country.”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of our
soldier of the cross, and drum major
for justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston,
extend an invitation to the community
to join us as we communicate Gods’
Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.,
Bible St u d y a n d Te e n S u mmit

Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We
also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line (727321-9645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered, and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace, and

Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
FORECLOSURE
PREVENTION WORKSHOP Lifeline for
Distressed Homeowners.
Mt. Zion is hosting an informative
workshop on “Foreclosure
Prevention”, presented by St.
Petersburg Neighborhood Housing
Services, Inc (SPNHS). At this
workshop homeowners will be given
relevant information that will
empower them with the tools and
information necessary to assist in pre-

venting the possible foreclosure on
their homes. The workshop will focus
on foreclosure solutions, credit counseling, and how to obtain financial
fitness in these turbulent economic
times. Please join us for this free and
interactive workshop to be held on
December 12th from 9a.m.-12p.m at
our Youth Chapel. Please contact
Faye McElroy at SPNHS at 821-6897
ext. 115 for more information and also
to obtain a list of the documentation
that you can bring to the seminar that
can be reviewed by qualified counselors regarding your personal

situation.
ATTENTION ALL 18-25 YEAR
OLDS! Come and enjoy a spirited indepth bible study that is based on the
word and teachings of God while
being tailored for your specific age
group. We invite you to fellowship
with others who face the same challenges and issues as you, but who also
share a strong, Christian faith. Every
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in room 105
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and

worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
S a t u r d a y, D e c . 1 2 , S t a f f

Development Day, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Thought for the Week:
“Confession opens the door to
Thanksgiving.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
December Calendar Events
December 5-General Mission
Chew and Chat at 300 p.m. for all the
ladies of St. Mark Missionary Baptist
church. Theme: “Working to Build a
Greater Commitment and Relationship
with God”.
December 13-Church outing to Mt.
Pleasant M.B. Church in Tampa, FL at

3:00 p.m.
December 19-Christmas with the
Community10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
December 24-25-Church office
closed Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day
Night
December
31-Watch
Services at St. Mark at 10:00 p.m.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
M i n i s t r y Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available. Will resume after the
start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: R e a d i n g S p e c i a l i s t ;
F r e e computer class for children
and youth. In addition, there is tutorial
assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus for all
H i g h S c h o o l S e n i o r s ( F C AT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essays, and financial
aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.), and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
Advertise your church event in The Weekly Challenger!
Call 727-896-2922 and get a quote today!
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