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Curry Shows Open
Field Her Tenacity

Local Tennis Player wins silver medal at the
U.S. Open wheelchair tennis championship

BY AARON RICHARDSON
FREELANCE STAR

Fredericksburg resident
Jillana "Mel" Curry won silver
medals at the U.S. Open
USTA wheelchair tennis
championships in St. Louis
last week.
Curry, 47, beat Donna
Chapman (6-2, 6-2) and topseeded Brittany Barret (6-2, 64), before being defeated by
Marianne Page (3-6, 6-2, 62). Curry played in doubles
with Molly Rogers and went

1-1 in round-robin play.
Curry, who started playing
tennis as a non-disabled 20year-old, said the competition
she faced did not surprise her.
"I've played in numerous
USTA events around the
country, so I knew what level
of player I was up against,"
she said.
Curry was glad she finally
got the opportunity to play in
the U.S. Open, but she treated

C UR R Y

continued on pg. 7

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

From The Staff Of
The Weekly Challenger

BY DIANNE SPEIGHTS
GENERAL MANAGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The Weekly
Challenger recently celebrated 42 years as a
voice for the African-American community
of St. Petersburg, and during this season of
Thanksgiving, we pause to say thank you to
our readers, advertisers, and all of our faithful
supporters.
The late Cleveland Johnson, publisher,
1967- 2001, was a successful entrepreneur
who stressed “selling over buying.”
Johnson’s vision for the African-American
community was financial freedom through
the selling of goods and services.
Through the years, despite market fluctuations, The Weekly Challenger has prevailed.
Many of our readers and advertisers have
been with the paper for all 42 years.
The Weekly Challenger takes pride in
being a training ground for many talented
writers, reporters, and photographers. It has
also provided either a supplemental or
primary income to many in our community.
In moving forward during these times of
economic meltdowns, The Challenger especially says thank you to our faith-based
community, especially those churches and
pastors who advertise in our Church
Directory. You continue to be the “wind
beneath our wings.” We will continue to
value your support more than ever to assure
that this voice remains a strong and vital
business in our community.

Ethel L. Johnson, The Weekly Challenger Publisher, left, and
L. Dianne Speights, General/Advertising Manager, right

Robin
Simmons,
Office Asst.

Keirston
Johnson,
Office Asst.

Benita Swanson,
Editorial Asst.

Lorrie
Bellinger,
Art Director

Antoine
Demmings,
Sports Editor
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Rev. Charles McKenzie

ST. PETERSBURG - Rev.
Charles Mckenzie has recently
returned from a precedent
setting trip to South Africa. Rev.
Mckenzie is a faculty member
of the “Christ The King
International
School
Of
Theology.” He travelled along
with Rev. Dr. Samuel Zakay,
Dean of the school, to confer
Doctoral degrees on the first
two international graduates of
the school. Rev. Mckenzie, who
is also a Doctoral candidate,
delivered the keynote addresses
at the two ceremonies. After one
of the events, he was invited by
a former Ambassador of South
Africa, to return to South Africa
and do a speaking tour of White
churches. According to the
former
Ambassador,
the
message that was brought, ”The
Dawning Of A New day”, was
exactly the kind of inspiring and
redemptive message that the
people of South Africa need to

hear.
Mckenzie then travelled
throughout the Eastern Cape,
speaking at Churches, Schools
and conferences in several
major cities.He visited the cities
of Johannesburg, Graff-Reinet,
Port Elizabeth, East London,
Petermaritzburg and Durban.
He describes the trip as exhilarating and the physical
landscape of the different areas
as breathtaking.:The people
were so gracious and the
aesthetic appeal of the country
was overwhelming” according
to him. He also visited the
region where world renown
President Nelson Mandela was
born, Kwazulu- Natal.
During the last phase of his
tour Rev. Mckenzie met with
Miss
Virginia
Benjamin,
Majority Whip for the ANC in

MCKENZIE

continued on pg. 7
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Moderate Democrats Enjoy Too Much Clout
BY GEORGE E.
CURRY
NNPA
COLUMNIST

In their zeal to reach the
60-vote margin needed
to end an expected
Republican filibuster of
the health care bill now
snaking its way through
the United States Senate,
Dem o c r a t s a r e courting
four moderate or conservative party members
opposed to the public
option provision at the
expense of the majority of
Senators – and the nation –
who favor such an alternative.
E s s e n t i a l l y, a p u b l i c
option is a governmentsponsored insurance plan,
similar to Medicare, that
would compete with
private insurers in hopes of
driving down the cost of
premiums. Even though the
plan advanced by Senate
Majority Leader Harry
R e i d ( D - N e v. ) a l l o w s
states to opt-out of the
plan, a handful of
Democrats still oppose the
bill.

We’ve seen this scene
before: The Obama administration, obsessed over
gaining Republican
support for its stimulus
plan, made sure that the
concerns of Maine Senator
Olympia Snowe were
addressed before pushing
the legislation through
C ongress. Now, we ’ r e
having a replay. The difference this time, however, is
that less progressive
Democrats seem to be in
the driver’s seat.
This became clear when
a procedural vote was held
Saturday night to allow the
bill to reach the Senate
floor for debate and
amendments. Senators
Mary Landrieu of
L ouisiana a nd Bla nc he
Lincoln of Arkansas,
Democrats from two of the
poorest states in the nation,
held out until the last
minute before siding with
their party.
On a strict party-line
vote, Democrats prevailed
60-39. In addition to the
two wavering lawmakers,
Senators Ben Nelson of
Nebraska and Joseph

Lieberman, an independent
from Connecticut who
usually caucuses with
De moc r a ts, sta te d tha t
although they went along
with the procedural vote,
neither would support a
health reform bill that
includes the public option.
Tw o o t h e r D e m o c r a t s ,
Mark Pryor of Arkansas
and Evan Bayh of Indiana,
may also balk.
As Se na tor Ma jor ity
Leader Reid tries to garner
support for final passage,
he and other leaders are
huddling with the wayward
Democrats and Maine’s
two senators in hopes of
fashioning a compromise
that will win them over.
The one favored by
Olympia Snowe features a
trigger mechanism that
would be activated when
private insurers fail to
provide affordable choices.
Like President Obama –
who has vacillated from
calling the public option
essential to health care
reform and later dismissing
it as a “slither” of a larger
process – Senator Dick
Durbin, the assistant

majority leader, is apparently willing to capitulate
to the vocal minority in his
party.
In an appearance on
“Meet the Press,” he said,
“There are many variations
on the theme. We are open
because we want to pass
this bill.”
But at what cost?
Almost overlooked in
the debate is that most
Americans, upset with
rising health premiums and
mounting restrictions,
favor a public option.
A recent USA/
Today/Gallup poll found
that 50 percent of the
pu b lic f a v o r s a p u b lic
option and 46 percent
oppose it. A CNN poll
found even stronger
support, with 61 percent in
favor of an insurance
option administered by the
federal government and 38
percent opposed.
A lth o u g h mo d e r a te s
and centrists are at the
center of this debate, progressives are finally
pushing back, letting Reid
and the Obama administration know that their

support is not automatic.
“I don’t want four
Democratic senators
dictating to the other 56 of
us and to the country, when
the public option has this
much support, that it’s not
going to be in it,” Senator
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio)
said Sunday on CNN’s
“State of the Union.”
Senator Roland Burris
o f I llin o is a n d Be r n ie
Sanders, an independent
from Vermont, said they
will not vote for any bill
without the public option.
“The overwhelming
majority of Americans
want to be able to choose
between a strong public
option and a private
insurance plan,” Sanders
said. “Without that competition, there is very little in
this bill that would keep
health insurance premiums
from escalating rapidly.
This legislation cannot
simply be a huge subsidy
to private insurance
companies that will get
millions of new customers
and be able to raise their
rates as high as they want.”
The nonpartisan

Congressional Budget
Office predicts that
because the public option
will be restricted to those
who are not covered by
their company’s insurance
plan, only 3 to 4 million
people will participate in
the plan. And because the
pool being insured is likely
to have a higher percentage
of sicker people, the
premiums might actually
be higher than those
charged by private
companies.
Some health care
r e f o r m a d v o c a te s d o n ’t
feel the legislation goes far
enough, arguing that it’s
not true health reform if
states have the option of
rejecting coverage for their
residents.
After the Senate vote
Saturday, Harry Reid said,
“We can only see the finish
line. We have not yet
crossed it.”
If Democrats end up
c r o s s in g th e f in is h lin e
without a robust public
option, it will be a Pyrrhic
victory.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Enoch Davis Center Host Thanksgiving Dinner For The Elderly
ST. PETERSBURG - Several restaurant owners in the South
St. Petersburg area will be providing food and entertainment for
the participants of the Neighborly Care Network Senior Dining
Program. Smokin’ Joe’s and Neighborly Site Coordinator Ilene
Beacham have teamed up with several other restaurants owners
to provide the Neighborly Senior diners with special food and
entertainment to celebrate the holidays.
The Neighborly’s Senior Dining offers seniors hot, nutritious

mid-day meals, as well as a place to socialize during the day,
make friends, and enjoy a wide variety of planned activities.
Besides good nutrition, socialization is very important to
seniors’ health and well-being. “If seniors are not active and
social, they don’t get hungry, and if they are not hungry, they
don’t eat well,” states Peggy Coleman, Operations Manager for
the Neighborly Nutrition Senior Dining Program. Senior citizens
are invited to join their neighbors at one of 15 different Senior

Photographs courtesy of Kelley Collier

Dining sites throughout Pinellas County. Transportation is
available to the dining sites. Participants receive nutrition,
education, and free blood pressure and eye screenings, they can
also enjoy a variety of daily activities, such as bingo, singalongs, cards, games, and exercise.
For site locations, meal and program times, or other information about Neighborly’s Senior Dining call 727-573-9444.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS

Lease for $399.00

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

month plus tax, 48 months,
12k year, $2,495.00 down
plus start ups costs
M.S.R.P. of $39,105.00

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Happy Thanksgiving
From The Gibbs Class Of 1963

BY JOSEPHINE MORRIS

ST. PETERSBURG Gibbs Class of 1963 came
forward with attitudes of
giving. The class gave more
than 12 boxes of groceries;
including 2 decorated baskets
with turkeys to several single

parent families. The baskets
were decorated by Dorene
Baker. Clifton Johnson, who
brought fresh sweet potatoes
stated, “When I think of
Thanksgiving, I think of
sweet potatoes and collard
greens.”
Wayman Bailey
brought 3 boxes of groceries,

stating, my Mother always
said, “Not only should we
think
about
food
for
Thanksgiving Day, but all the
days after.”
Wow! What generosity.
Giving back was really the
way the class was taught.

Elementary Journalism

BYAMANDA LISTON

ST. PETERSBURG - The
halls of Melrose Elementary are
strewn with future journalists and
their projects. Accommodating
children, kindergarten through
fifth-grade, this school’s magnet
program focuses on journalism,
photography, graphics, and web
design; but may be lacking in other
areas.
Melrose Elementary was rated
a “C” school for the 2008-2009
school year. With 100 percent of
the students tested, results show
higher percentages meeting high
standards in reading (57 percent)
and writing (73 percent). Math,
however, falls at 47 percent of
students meeting high standards.
Melrose moved from a “B” to a
“C” school in 2006.
“It is really interesting
how we work,” Blair, a journalism
specialist at Melrose, said. “The
fourth and fifth-grade classes are
separated into three groups, photo-

journalists, reporters and “on the
street beats”, where students ask
questions and find story ideas.”
Once a week, each student has
journalism class. Duties are
assigned just as they would be in a
real newsroom.
Along with their regular
course load, students contribute to
their school newspaper, the
Manatee Messenger, which is
produced three times a year. This
paper has been named the best elementary school newspaper in the
nation three times- in 2004 by
TIME/TIME for Kids magazine,
in 2007 by Weekly Reader and in
2009 by the Weekly Reader’s
Student Publishing Contest.
Students from kindergarten
through third-grade pitch in with
smaller projects and “5 W” stories,
which reflect real-world journalism and a necessity for the who,
what, when, where, and why of a
story.
In class, students practice journalism skills, including conduct-

ing an interview. “It is fun to be
interviewed and not know what
the other person is going to ask
you,” Jalissa Lyons, 9, said after
being interviewed by a classmate.
Students also participate in the
production of a morning news
program, with duties ranging from
being on-air anchors to operating
cameras and soundboards to
providing the research and scripts
that will be used.
As a Title 1 school, Melrose
receives federal funds to increase
student achievement. The money
is put towards hiring additional
teachers, supporting the free
summer journalism camp Melrose
offers, and buying necessary
materials, such as books, supplies
and technology for classrooms.
“The skills I learned had a
tremendous impact on my writing
style and helped develop social
skills to guide me through life,”
said Linda Nhon, a former
Melrose student now a senior at St.
Petersburg High.

Young Kids Get Head Start
The Gibbs Class of 1963
giving back
at Thanksgiving.
Photographs courtesy of Kelley Collier

BY AMANDA LISTON
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - Maude
McDonald attended Jordan
Elementary School 40 years ago.
Now a teacher at the newly
renovated site, she is enthusiastic
about the restoration and new
Head Start program at the school.
The renovations, which cost
$4.7 million, included installing
solar panels and underground
rainwater holding areas. These
aspects, among others, make the
building the city’s first to be environmentally certified.
“I am happy that we were
able to restore our history and not
tear it down,” McDonald said.
“The renovations have brought
my elementary school back beautifully and it’s now an asset to the
community.”
Head Start is a national
program that promotes school
readiness through education,
health, nutrition, social, and other
services. It also provides grants

21 52 37
PICK OF THE WEEK!
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to
schools
like
Jordan
Elementary around the country in
order to provide education and
assistance to economically disadvantaged children and their
families. The program emphasizes parental interaction with the
school
and
administrators
assuring family involvement in
the education of their children.
Working with children up to
5 years old, the program sticks to
a strictly controlled schedule.
Beginning at 8 a.m. and ending at
3:30 p.m., the school day is
packed with playing, singing,
reading, and napping.
McDonald describes each
day as a routine. Putting health
first, children work on improving
oral hygiene by brushing their
teeth every day. A dentist shares
space in the new building and
provides dental care for the
young students.
An on-site kitchen staff
prepares breakfast, lunch, and a
nutritious snack daily for the
children. Menus posted on the
wall just outside the cafeteria

give the children a sneak preview
of the specialty buffet of the day.
The children sit like a family
around neatly arranged tables,
eating balanced meals while
quietly talking among one
another.
Currently, there are two 3year-old classes and one 4-yearold class held in temporary facilities on the school grounds.
Maximum student capacity for
the campus is capped at 16. The
school plans to stay slightly
below the maximum, around 14
students per classroom.
“The personalization of
small classes is exactly what my
daughter
needed,”
Liana
Velazquez
said.
Velazquez
moved her daughter, Lisa, 4,
from her former kindergarten to
participate in Head Start this fall.
There is a Head Start
program in Clearwater that
includes children under the age
of three. Jordan Elementary has
discussed extending its program
to include this group but has not
yet made a decision.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tips To Avoid
Thanksgiving
Indigestion

(StatePoint) - Most of us will
soon be enjoying the traditional
Thanksgiving feast. It’s no surprise
that this rich meal leaves many of
us feeling too full. Thankfully, you
can help avoid post-meal bloating
by following these tips from registered dietitian, Ashley Koff:
• M ind Your Manne rs:
Talking while you’re eating,
chewing gum, smoking or
drinking through a straw can all
cause you to swallow excess air,
leaving you bloated.
• Great Things Do Come in
Small Packages: Allow yourself to
enjoy those great Thanksgiving
treats, but limit yourself to just a
taste or bite.
• Find Your Inner Balance: It’s
important to have a good balance
of beneficial bacteria (“probiotics”) in our digestive systems. A
daily probiotic supplement like
Align with Bifantis, can help
restore a natural balance with
ongoing probiotic protection.
• How Sweet It Is: Sugars,
dried fruit, sweeteners, and juice

LEGAL NOTICE

are treats that may not be friendly
to a ll digestiv e s y s t em s .
Carbonated drinks will make your
stomach puffy and distended.
Stick to water with lemon or
herbal tea.
• Spice Things Up: Spices
don’t just make your food taste
good, they’re also important for
your overall health. Ginger and
turmeric have anti-inflammatory
properties, while caraway, cumin
and cinnamon play a role in
digestion and can help with weight
management.
• Don’t Feel Weighed Down
by Bloating: Hop on the treadmill,
hit the dance floor or just run
around with the kids. Working up a
sweat releases fluids your body
might be holding, and just 20 to 30
minutes of exercise each day can
help to move food along your
digestive tract so bloating won’t
weigh you down.
This Thanksgiving there are
many smart ways to beat the bloat
without depriving yourself of your
favorite holiday foods.

2005 Suzuki GSXR 1000 VIN #
JS1GT76A652107705 Located at
Bucks Down Racing, LLC 375
Roberts rd. Unit A Oldsmar, Fl
34677, Phone 813-818-9775. Bucks
Down Racing Claims a lien on the
vehicle for labor and services performed totaling $7,250.30 which,
if paid to Bucks Down Racing,
LLC by January 1st, 2010, would
be sufficient to redeem the vehicle
from the lien claimed by Bucks
Down Racing. This lien claimed
by Bucks Down Racing, LLC is
subject to enforcement pursuant
to section 713.585, Florida
Statutes and the vehicle may be
sold to satisfy the lien. This vehicle is scheduled for sale on January
1st 2010 at 9:00 AM, at 375
Roberts rd. Unit A, Oldsmar, FL
34677. The owner of the vehicle or
any person claiming an interest in
or lien thereon has a right to a
hearing at any time prior to the
scheduled date of sale by filing a
demand for hearing with the clerk
of the Pinellas County circuit
court, and mailing copies of the
demand for hearing to all other
owners and lienors as reflected on
the notice. The Owner of the
vehicle has a right to recover possession of the vehicle without
instituting judicial proceedings by
posting bond in accordance with
the provisions of section 559.917,
Florida Statutes. Any Proceeds
from the sale of the vehicle
remaining after payment of the
amount claimed to be due and
owing to the lienor will be deposited with the clerk of the Pinellas
County circuit court for disposition upon court order.

It’s in Our Hands

Apply Now!
St. Petersburg Local
Census Office

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Temporary, part time positions
Census Takers
Crew Leaders
Crew Leaders Assistants
Recruiting Assistants
Census Clerks

Census jobs offer:

✓ $10.00 – 14.75/hr
✓ paid training
✓ flex hrs up to 40/wk
✓ mileage reimbursement
✓ work near your home

You may qualify if you:
✓ are 18 or older
✓ have a valid SSN
✓ pass a background check
✓ take and pass written test
✓ can work up to 40 hrs per

week during the day

Call 1-866-861-2010
or visit
www.2010censusjobs.gov
U.S. Census Bureau is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
US CENSUS BUREAU

Friday, Nov. 27 - Holiday Tree Lighting, N. Straub Park,
Beach Dr. and 5th Ave. N.E. 7 p.m. Come out to celebrate
the holiday tradition of the Mayor flipping the switch and
lighting the holiday tree with Holiday lights across the waterfront. Activities begin at 5 p.m. with holiday entertainment
featuring The St. Petersburg Community Band, Gulf to Bay
Chapter, Inc. Sweet Adelines and Radio Disney. Blanket
Seating and concessions available. 727-893-7441.

Tuesday, Dec. 1 - World AIDS Day Prayer Breakfast –
An awareness event - A time to remember those lost to
HIV/AIDS and a challenge to refresh our commitment
to on-going treatment and prevention education. 7:309:00 a.m. Tickets: $15.00/person or $125.00/table of
10. Sirata Beach Resort, St. Pete Beach. Contact:
Robyn Richards @ 727-328-3264. Co-hosted by The
Suncoast Hospice Foundation.

Saturday, Dec. 5 - World AIDS Day Gala – A fundraising
event – A night of fine dining/silent auctions/entertainment.
6:30-10 p.m. Tickets: $125.00/person (Dinner, Comp Valet
Parking, Entertainment, Free Cocktail) The St. Petersburg
Hilton. Contact: Anthony Barros @ 727-328-3268.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

Sunday, Dec. 13 - The Alumni Singers, Inc. will present
their annual "Music For the Season of Christmas" concert
at Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, 3455 26th Avenue
S., at 4 p.m. Under the direction of Robert L. Anders the
choral group will perform anthems, hymns, carols and
spirituals. Admission is free. Offering welcome.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL LARRY

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

®

Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

Golden Goose
Crafts & More

4280 6th Street South • 727-825-3744
Located at Coquina Key Plaza Next To CVS • Tues. - Sat. 10 am - 8 pm

SATURDAY SPECIAL 50% OFF ALL LADIES CLOTHING
Party Supplies, Picture Frames, Fabrics, Christmas Gift Ideas,
African Shea Butter and Black Soap

LAYAWAY • LAYAWAY

Natural & Chemical

LAYAWAY • LAYAWAY

LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS • LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS

Hair-it-iz

Braids &
Styles by
Felica

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS • LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER
Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Psi Phi FraternityEta Rho Chapter
Celebrates 47th
Achievement Week Program

A Reflection Of Love
Larry Anthony Hamilton

BY TOM PACKER AND
JAMES JACKSON, JR.
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG – The
brothers of Eta Rho Chapter celebrated its Annual Achievement
Week Program on Sunday, Nov.
15, 2009. Sunday marked the
culmination of a weeklong celebration that included the chapters
youth organization, Pathfinders.
The weeklong observance
concluded with an outstanding
program held at Stewart Isom
Memorial CME Church
Reverend Marvin Lue, Pastor.
The theme for this year’s observance was Unity Through
Friendship, Brotherhood, and
Fraternity. The keynote speaker
was the Immediate Past 37th.
Grand Basileus, George H.
Grace. Brother Grace’s Speech
focused on the need for African
Americans to pursue social
change through economic development.
The chapter presented six
special awards for excellence in
various fields of endeavor and
support of chapter activities.
Justin Greene a Gibbs High
School Senior and the son of
Octaverie Hall was awarded first
place in the Essay Contest. The
award allows Mr. Greene to participate in the State of Florida
contest at the next level that can
lead to a $10, 000 Scholarship.
Wander Stuart, Program
Director of the Young Adult
Prevention Program, was recognized as Citizen of the Year.

Mordecai Walker Achievement Week Chairman

Stuart is well known for the
many organizations she participates in and the services she
provides to the community. Her
volunteer work includes but is
not limited to the NAACP, ACTSO, and the Mercy Keepers
Food Pantry at the 20th Street
Church of God.
The recipient of the Omega
Man of the Year Award was
Brother Glen Bailey. Brother
Bailey was recognized for his
outstanding service to the fraternity. He established a progressive lea de rsh i p s t y l e t h at
elevated all mandated program
initiatives.
The Superior Services
Award for the first time went to
two brothers for their outstanding service and support of all
chapter activities. This year’s
awardees are brothers Joseph
Cummings and Jasper P. Moses,
The Founders Award went to
Brother Mordecai Walker for his
fifty-nine years of continuous
service to Omega Psi Phi

Fraternity. Brother Walker has
held every office in his local
chapter and has worked at the
State, District, and National level
of the Organization. Brother
Walker a recognized Author,
Inventor, and Educator was
recen t l y i n d u ct ed i n t o t h e
Tennessee State University
Agriculture Hall of Fame.
The brothers of Eta Rho
Chapter wish to offer special
thanks to their sisters of Delta
Sigma Theta, Inc., St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter. The Ladies of
Delta provided strong support in
making sure the Achievement
Week Celebration was superior
in every aspect.
The men of Omega greatly
appreciate the bond that exists
between the two chapters.
The music for this year’s
event was provided by M. Hank
Ashwood, recording artist Mrs.
Nat as h a Wi l l i am s , an d t h e
Stewart Isom Memorial CME
Choir.

Entered Earthly Life
August 16. 1958

Entered Eternal Life
October 17, 2009

The Lord thy God is with thee wither so ever thou goest. (Joshua1: 9)

Larry Anthony Hamilton, born on August 16,
1958, in Valdosta, GA. is the middle son of Alavan
Hamilton and the late Charles Chester Hamilton,
Sr. As a young boy he loved to work summer jobs
with his brother Lorenzo. He loved to follow his
brother to the local barber shop (Dan’s), etc. He
worked at Ross Television Shop on 9th Avenue and
with the late John Copeland in his food store. In St.
Petersburg, he joined St. Paul Baptist Church
under Pastor Gardner.
Larry graduated from Northeast High School,
entered the army, and is a Korean Vet. He later
started a career driving for long distance and local
trucking companies.
He is the father of five sons, Robert Anthony
Turner Hamilton, Jammal Hamilton, Jammel
Hamilton, Marquise Hamilton, Maurice Hamilton,
and one daughter, Khalija Michelle Hamilton
Murphy.
Those left to cherish his memories are his
siblings Charles C. Hamilton, Jr., of St. Petersburg,

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

Master Staff Sergeant Lorenzo Hamilton (Dr.
Debora) of Alabama. His special cousins, the
Harris family of Nashville GA, Wilbert B.
Hamilton and Evan Hamilton of St. Petersburg,
Bonnie Bell-Halliburton (Gilbert) of Augusta, GA,
Ladean Hamilton of Flint, Michigan, Cynthia
Williams (Robert) of Valdosta, GA, Tonia
Hamilton of Chattanooga, TN, Antonio Hamilton
of Dalton, GA, Howard Hamilton of Los Angles,
CA, Harwood of Los Angles, CA, Marcus
Hamilton of Dalton, GA, Randy Graham (Alva) of
Columbus, GA; one son-in-law, Sanford Murphy;
seven grandchildren; two daughter-in-laws, Lily
Hamilton of Dalton, GA and Jackie of Tampa, FL;
one aunt Roser Washington of Atlanta, GA, and a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and many
friends. Memories are treasures no one can steal.
Death is a heartache no one can heal; some may
forget you now that you are gone but not your
family. We will remember you no matter how long.
We love you - your family.

OBITUARY

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

PLEASE Support Our Advertisers

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

Andrew Brinson, Jr.

Andrew Brinson, Jr. was born
on August 15, 1951, in St.
Petersburg, Florida, to Christine
and the late Andrew Brinson, Sr.
He departed this life on Thursday,
November 12, 2009.
He leaves to cherish his
memories, his companion, Patricia
Hawkins; daughter, Tarnisha
(Shawn) Hills of Tampa, FL; two
sons, Andrew (Kenya) Brinson III
and Tyrone Morgan of St.
Petersburg, FL; four sisters,
Emmie, Theresa, Debra and
Evette all of St. Petersburg FL; five
brothers, Korvin (Barbara) Hunter
of Orlando, FL, George (Beverly)
Brinson of Largo, FL, Kenneth
Douglas (Demetrius) and Joseph,
of St. Petersburg, FL; Todd
(Sharima) Brinson of Bradenton,
FL; two aunts Ella Mae (Lewis) of
St. Petersburg, FL and Mary
Pinkard, Miami, FL; two uncles,
Roscoe (Pearl) Waldon of
Colorado Springs, CO, and Mr.
And Mrs. Earnest Waldon of
Thomasville, GA; and a host of
other sorrowing relatives and
friends.
MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

Freddie Lee Phillips

Freddie Lee Phillips was
born on November 29, 1937, in
Quitman, GA, to the late Mae
Lizza Phillips and the late
Thomas J. Peck. He departed this
life on Thursday, November 12,
2009.
He leaves to cherish his
memories, two daughters,
Tangela Esaliomi (Joanthan) of
Tampa, FLand Alberta Phillips of
St. Petersburg, FL; four sons,
Billy, Anthony and Keith Phillips,
all of Tampa, FL and Freddie
Phillips of Quitman, GA;
brothers, Jimmy L. Peck (Naomi)
and Thomas J. Peck, Jr., both of
Quitman, GA and James Peck of
Lakeland, FL; sisters, Betty
Murray of Cherrylake, FL, Mary
E. Thopkin (Frank), Pearlie M.
Hunter, all of Quitman, GA and
Nancy L. McGahee (Gray) of
Lake Whales, FL; sister-in-laws,
Leila M. Phillips of Madison, FL,
Tarmer Murphy of St. Petersburg,
FL and Dollie M. Richardson
(Leroy) of Tampa, FL; and a
host of other sorrowing
relatives and friends.
MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Ronald Mandel "Ronnie"
Lott (born May 8, 1959, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico) is
a former American football
player who starred as a cornerback, free safety, and strong
safety in college football as
well as the NFL. He is well
known for his hard hits on
op p o s ing player s. A P ro
Bowler at both cornerback and
safety, Lott is widely considered one of the best defensive
backs in NFL history.
L o tt attended Frisbe e
Junior High and Eisenhower
H i g h School in R ialto,
California), where he played
football under Coach Bill
Christopher and graduated in
1977. He considered his time at
Eisenhower High School the
best years of his life. It is
commonly thought that he was
the best player on his team, but
in reality did not make varsity
until 1976. Eisenhower named
their football stadium after
Lott, in which he never played.
Lott graduated from the
University of Southern
California in 1981 with a
degree in public administration. During his years at USC
(1977-1980), he helped the
team to a share of the 1978
national championship and
played in the 1979 and 1980
Ro se Bow ls . Lott was a
unanimous All-American and
team captain in 1980. He was
inducted in 2002 as one of 15
new members (I-A class) of the
College Football Hall of Fame,
and was also a 1995 inductee to
the USC Athletic Hall of Fame.
Upon entering USC, Lott
and teammate, future NFL star,
Marcus Allen, were both considered for the tailback and
safety positions. After much
consideration, head coach John
Robinson asked Lott to play
defense because he was a better
tackler than Allen. He was also
supposedly one of the reasons
that USC teammate, Riki
Ellison, got into the NFL after
he and Jerry Attaway (their
U S C conditioning c oa ch)
convinced Bill Walsh to take a
chance on him.
After college, Lott was
drafted by the San Francisco
49ers in the first round (8th
overall pick) of the 1981 NFL
Draft. The level of skill demonstrated by the 6-foot, 203pound standout was instantly
recognized, and from the very
beginning of training camp he
had the job as the 49ers'
starting left cornerback. In his
first season, he recorded seven

Ronnie Lott

C UR R Y

continued from front page
it as just another tournament.
“The U.S. Open was just
one major tournament I had
not played in,” said Curry,
who won gold at the 2007
Florida Open.
Curry said that because
she started playing before her
left leg was amputated above
the knee in 2003, she brings a
faster pace to a game generally

MCKENZIE

continued from front page

the Eastern Cape. The ANC is
t h e ruling par ty in S outh
African politics. It is also the
party of Nelson Mandela. They
met and discussed some of the
common threads in history of
the anti-apartheid movement
in South Africa and the civil
rights movement in the United

Don’t Pay For The Holidays
All Year Long
E-layaway among new budgeting tips offered by non-profit
American Debt Counseling, Inc.

interceptions, helped the 49ers
to win Super Bowl XVI, and
also became only the second
rookie in NFL history to return
three interceptions for touchdowns. His outstanding play
resulted in his finishing second
for Rookie of the Year honors,
behind New York Giants linebacker, Lawrence Taylor.
Lott switched to the safety
position in 1985. He had the tip
of his le ft p i n k y fi n g er
a mputated aft er t h e 1 9 8 5
season, when it was crushed
b y t a c k l i n g R B , Ti m m y
Newsome. A 1986 injury
sidelined him for the season's
last two games, but he still led
the league with a career-best
ten
interceptions
while
recording 77 tackles, three
forced fumbles, and two quarterback sacks. In his ten years
with the 49ers, he helped them
to win eight division titles and
four Super Bowls: XVI (1981
season), XIX (1984), XXIII
(1988),
and
XXIV
(1989). He is o n e o f fi v e
players to play for the 49ers on
all four of their Super Bowl
wins during the 1980s.
After his career with San
Francisco, Lott signed as a free
agent in 1991 with the Los
Angeles Raiders, and in 1993
with the New York Jets. In
1991 he led the league in interceptions (8) for a second time.
In 1995 Lott signed a free agent
deal with the Kansas City

Chiefs, but was injured in the
preseason. He returned to the
49ers in 1995, but the injuries
h e h ad s u ffered o v er t h e
previous four seasons
continued to plague him, and
he announced his retirement
before the season began. He
was elected to the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in 2000, his first
year of eligibility, and was also
named to the NFL's 75th
anniversary team.
In his 14 seasons, Lott
recorded 8.5 sacks and 63
interceptions, which he
returned for 730 yards and five
touchdowns. He recovered 17
fumbles, returned them for 43
yards, and gained 113 yards on
kickoff returns. Lott also
played in 20 postseason games,
recording nine interceptions,
89 tackles, one forced fumble,
one fumble recovery, and two
touchdowns. He was also
named All-Pro eight times, AllNFC six times, and All-AFC
once. Beyond statistics, Lott
had an uncanny awareness of
how a play was developing,
which allowed him to break up
passes and earn a reputation as
one of the hardest and most
efficient open-field tacklers.
Lott turned to broadcasting
fo l l o wi n g h i s ret i rem en t ,
serving as an analyst on Fox
NFL Sunday in 1996–97 and
working on that network's
game coverage in 1998.

played from the baseline.
“There's not a lot of
volleys with me,” she said. “I
play with a lot more pace on
it.”
In July, Curry won a men's
B Division in a tournament in
Fredericksburg.
Curry, who works as a
medical technologist at Mary
Washington Hospital is casual
about her experience at the
U.S. Open.
Curry said wheelchair

tennis is not just about
winning for her.
“The real joy comes from
when I get to work with the
USTA and other persons with
disabilities and teach them,”
she said.
Curry said she plans on
returning to the U.S. Open
next year for a shot at a gold.
“I absolutely love this
game,” Curry said. “It's like a
new American apple pie for
me.”

States. A future meeting is
pla nned with ad d i t i o n al
members of the ANC to
discuss other matters,
including an exchange visit by
members of the ANC to the
United States.
According to the
Reverend, one of the most
memorable parts of his trip
was spea king t o t h e h i g h
school students. “They have

such a gleam of hope in their
eyes. I enjoyed every moment
of my visit and plan to return
ag ai n v ery s o o n . It i s a
wonderful country with huge
potential. I even learned a little
Afrikaans and Xhosa. In spite
of the legacy of slavery and
oppression, God has a way of
reuniting Joseph with his
kinsmen.” He said.

SUNRISE, Fla. – Sixty
percent of Americans confess to
not having a holiday budget so it
is no surprise the American
Bankers Association estimates it
takes the average consumer six
months to pay off seasonal debt.
“Everyone is caught up with
the usual holiday questions of
what presents to buy, who to
invite to parties and where to go,
yet the big question you should
ask is ‘where is the money going
to come from to pay for it all?,’”
says Barbara J. Stark, Director of
Community Development and
Education for American Debt
Counseling, Inc., www.americande b t c o u n s e l i n g . o rg . I t i s a
Sunrise, Fla.-based non-profit
organization that provides
financial education programs as
well as confidential and professional credit counseling and debt
management services across the
nation.
Stark cautions that the cost of
the holidays can derail the steps
people have already taken to
reduce debt by discouraging them
with new debt that takes them
back to square one or sets them
back even further. “On average,
consumers spend $1,220 on
holiday gifts,” she explains. “If
that went on credit cards with an
interest rate of 18 percent and
on l y a m o n t h l y m i n i m u m
payment was made, it would take
22 years to pay off, and would
cost $2,600.”
Stark offers the following tips

for avoiding bills that come back
to haunt you like the ghost of
Christmas past:
Pay it forward: Layaway is
back, enabling consumers to
purchase within a budget and not
in c u r i n t e r e s t f e e s . O n l i n e
layaway sites are a new way for
people who like to shop from
their computers to gain the advantages of layaway, but shoppers
should read the terms to understand if there are additional fees
involved.
Pad your pockets:
Sometimes, all you need to bridge
a budget gap is a few extra dollars
a month. For example, put your
photos to work for you by submitting them to stock photo agencies.
Anyone can do it, and if your
photos are accepted you’ll earn
money each time your photo is
uploaded.
Party like it’s 1929: Even
during the Great Depression
people knew how to party on a
budget. Consider a pot-luck party
this year where guests each bring
a dish. Or cut your tab at the
grocery store by signing up to
receive online newsletters from
brands you like, buy store brands
that are often made by name
brand companies, and combine
coupons with buy-one-get-one
and sale offers.
It’s in the cards: People spend
up to 30 percent more when
paying with credit cards rather
than cash. Pay with cash, debit
cards or checks whenever

possible. If you use credit cards,
chose a low rate credit card
instead of high interest rate
department store cards, and avoid
department store credit cards
offering a one-time discount.
Pr o t e c t y o u r i d e n t i t y :
Crowded stores increase the risk
of p i c k p o c k e t s a n d p u r s e
snatchers. Don't carry your Social
Security card in your wallet or
purse but DO keep copies (both
front and back) of all of the credit
cards and ID (including your
driver's license) that you carry
with you to enable swift action in
the event of loss or theft.
The art of re-gifting: It’s
important to remember giving a
gift that you received but never
used is still a gift, and there is no
reason to spoil the moment by
confessing you didn’t buy it. Be
sure the gift is clean and presentable, change the wrapping paper
and, most importantly, keep track
of who gave the gift to you originally.
Do n ’t t a k e a f i n a n c i a l
holiday: Open your credit card
bills as soon as they arrive and
verify all the transactions are
correct. You have 60 days to
challenge errors, and be sure to
keep copies of all the correspondence. Most importantly, if you
are faced with overwhelming
debt, seek professional advice
from an accredited credit
counselor who can help get you
back on track.

Holiday Season Edition
(Dec. 24, 2009)

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition
(Jan. 14, 2010)

Black History Month Edition
(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922
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Tampa Bay Rookie Quarterback
Remains Confident

Josh Freeman

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) — Josh
Freeman spoke bluntly, refusing
to make excuses for an errorfilled performance.
The rookie quarterback took
a step back in his third start for
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
however he insists playing
poorly during a 38-7 loss to
unbeaten New Orleans will not
undermine his confidence.
“This game is this game,”
the 21-year-old said, vowing to
leave Sunday’s disappointment
behind and begin with a “clean
slate” this week against NFC
South rival Atlanta (5-5).
“We knew what we had to
do to come out and win, and I
put that on myself. … It’s a
game of inches, and I was a hair

off. I don’t see that as a problem
in the future. It’s not something
we’re going into next week, I’m
like: `Oh man, I hope I’m not a
hair off.’ I just have to keep
throwing.”
Freeman led a 12-play, 95yard drive to start the game,
finishing the march with an 18yard touchdown pass to Michael
Clayton(notes). Little went right
the rest of the way.
In addition to throwing three
interceptions, the first-round
draft pick out of Kansas State
was sacked three times and lost a
fumble on a play that went awry;
after Freeman correctly read the
Saints defense and changed the
blocking protection to audible
from a run to a pass. The only
problem was he didn’t actually
switch the play.
The result was a sack,
producing a fumble, that Drew
Brees(notes) quickly turned into
a touchdown that put New
Orleans up 24-7 early in the
third quarter.
“He went out there and
ma de his fir s t real ro o k i e
blunder. He came off to the

sideline, knew it right away. It
wasn’t a rookie mistake where
he tried to blame people,” coach
Raheem Morris said Monday.
“The best thing to come out
of a game like that is what he did
last night with (the media). He
got up there and accepted
responsibility for what he did.
He looks to go correct it. That’s
all you can ask from a young
quarterback.”
The Bucs were limited to
124 yards after the long TD
march, with Freeman finishing
17 of 33 for 126 yards.
The rookie led fourthquarter rallies from double-digit
deficits in his first two starts.
After beating Green Bay with a
late touchdown pass, he gave the
Bucs (1-9) a lead they couldn’t
hold in the final minute against
Miami.
To have a chance against the
Saints (10-0), Morris felt his
team had to run the ball effectively and dominate time of possession to keep Brees and New
Orleans’ high-powered offense
off the field as much as possible.
“He’s going to get you if you

give him enough opportunities,”
Morris said, adding that the last
thing Tampa Bay wanted was
Freeman trying to match Brees
TD pass for TD pass in a highscoring game.
“That’s not fair to the young
man. That’s not fair to our
team,” the first-year coach said.
“I think he did a nice job of
handling the situation, as tough
as it was.”
Tampa Bay rushed for 119
yards, but 62 of that came in the
opening quarter. The Saints
gained 183 on the ground, 147
after halftime.
Te a m m a t e s d e s c r i b e d
Freeman as the same confident,
poised guy who played well
against the Packers and
Dolphins.
They
attributed
Sunday’s struggles to typical
growing pains for a young, inexperienced quarterback.
“Some guys play 10 years in
the league and have horrible
days,” running back Cadillac
Williams said. “He didn’t fold. It
was just that type of day for
him.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (1-9) will travel to Atlanta to face the Falcons (5-5) Sunday, Nov. 29th at 1:00 p.m.

Steelers Face
More Questions Than Answers

Steelers QB
Ben Roethlisberger

P I TTSBURG H (AP) Maybe the Pittsburgh Steelers
should have seen this one
coming. Somehow, they didn’t.
They didn’t believe they
could lose to the rebuilding
Chiefs, not a week after a loss to
the Bengals seriously hurt their
chances of repeating in the AFC
North. That confidence — or
maybe overconfidence — going
i n t o K ans as City was very
evident.
They pr om is ed to be
prepared, and their coach all but
said they weren’t. They promised
to correct their special teams
problems, and they didn’t. They
promised one loss wouldn’t ruin
their season, yet they suffered an
even-worse defeat to a team that
seemed totally surprised to have
beaten the Super Bowl
champions.
“I take responsibility for that
p e rfor m ance,” coa ch Mike
Tomlin said in a candid admission
following the 27-24 overtime
loss. “I have to have this football

team better prepared. ... We are
capable of much more than that
and that is not us. It won’t be us.”
Experienced and upset-wary,
the Steelers (6-4) pride themselves on not losing games like
this. They did, and the amount of
time devoted to damage control
before Sunday’s division game at
Baltimore (5-5) could be considerable.
Worse still were the losses
within the loss: left guard Chris
Kemoeatu, out at least a couple of
weeks with a sprained knee
ligament, and backup quarterback
Charlie Batch, out for possibly for
the rest of the regular season with
a left wrist injury. He may need
surgery later this week.
Ben Roethlisberger also
couldn’t finish after a knee to his
head left him with a possible concussion. He underwent tests, but
the Steelers did not sign an experienced quarterback on Monday
— likely, a sign they expect him
to play in Baltimore.
Losing to the Bengals? The
Steelers had a difficult enough
time accepting that. Losing to the
Chiefs? It’s unlikely a single
player inside their locker room
truly thought that might happen.
“We can’t let this game bring
us down,” linebacker LaMarr
Woodley said.
Oh, but it did, in a loss similar
to their 20-13 defeat at Oakland in

2006, the last previous season
they were coming off a Super
Bowl victory.
Much like that game, they
had a huge advantage in yardage
(515-282) and almost every
statistic edge against the Chiefs
(3-7), yet somehow lost. A teamrecord fourth kickoff return
touchdown allowed — in their
last five games, no less — didn’t
help.
“This was one of those games
where you scratch your head and
say, ‘How did we get here?”’ right
tackle Willie Colon said.
Not long after the most
puzzling loss in Tomlin’s three
seasons on the job, the first-place
Bengals (7-3) gave the Steelers a
gift by allowing 10 points in the
final minute and losing to the
Raiders 20-17. But the Steelers
still must make up what effectively is a two-game deficit over the
final six weeks if they are to win
the AFC North because they lost
to Cincinnati twice; merely tying
the Bengals won’t get it done.
If the Bengals collapse and
the Steelers don’t need a wild
card berth to reach the postseason, the Kansas City loss could
hurt their playoff seeding. Six
AFC teams currently own a better
conference record than the
Steelers’ 4-3.
Even if Roethlisberger were
to play Sunday, the Steelers were

expected to be without star safety
Troy Polamalu (left knee), who
could miss several more games,
and Kemoeatu, one of their most
dependable offensive linemen.
Three years ago,
Roethlisberger played in Oakland
a week after sustaining a concussion in Atlanta. He responded
with one of the worst games of his
career, throwing four interceptions — two returned for touchdowns.
If he has a concussion now, it
would be at least his fourth since
his June 2006 motorcycle
accident. He also received one
Dec. 28 against the Browns,
though he returned to lead the
Steelers to three playoff victories
and the Super Bowl.
Roethlisberger passed all the
post-concussion tests needed to
play in that 2006 game in
Oakland, yet clearly wasn’t
himself. Right now, it’s the
Steelers who aren’t playing like
themselves, a year after they took
on one of the NFL’s toughest
schedules and still won the Super
Bowl.
“We’ve got to continue to
press on,” running back Mewelde
Moore said. “It’s not the time to
get down or gripe. We’ve got to
correct our mistakes and be professionals. We’ve got a bunch of
guys who will fight.”
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

Governor Crist Lauds Florida
National Guard 53rd Infantry
Brigade Combat Team During
Training Center Visit

NAACP Congratulates
Bernice King On Election As
President Of Southern Christian
Leadership Conference

Visits Camp Blanding as troops participate in
Operation FALL CLASSIC
S TARK E – Governor
Charlie Crist today expressed
his gratitude to the 2,450
me m b er s of the F lorida
National Guard's 53rd Infantry
Brigade Combat Team during
a visit to Camp Blanding Joint
Training Center in
Jacksonville. In preparation
for a year-long deployment in
Iraq and Kuwait, troops are
completing six weeks of premobilization training, also
re fe rr ed to as “Operation
FA LL CLA SSI C,” a t the
training center. The Governor
also emphasized his support
for the Caregiver and Veterans
Health Services Act of 2009,
federal legislation that aims to
assist, improve, and support
healthcare for veterans.
“These brave service men
and women are a great
testament to the outstanding
caliber of the Florida National
G u a r d a n d o u r n a t i o n ’s
military,” said Governor Crist.
“I am proud of what they are
accomplishing as they
complete their training and am
confident they will continue to
serve with honor and distinction.”
Operation FALL CLASSIC
began on October 6th and is
the final phase of training in
anticipation of actual combat
conditions overseas. Among
other procedures, soldiers
pra c t ice convoy se curity,
detection of explosive devices,
crowd control in a combat
zone, and medical extraction
simulations. Additionally, an
Arabic-speaking role-playing
exercise has been added as
practice for real-life interactions with Iraq and Kuwait
residents. The team of roleplayers, comprised mostly of
Iraqi nationals and expatriates,
wear typical Iraqi garb and
speak Arabic in an effort to be
as authentic as possible and

accurately portray the typical
interaction between Iraqi and
Kuwaiti nationals and U.S.
troops.
Governor Crist reiterated
that increased veteran healthcare assistance is necessary
because of the recent medical
bre akthrough s t h at h av e
lowered combat fatalities, yet
inc re ase the n u m b er o f
survivors with permanent
injuries who require long-term
ca re . The C areg i v er an d
Veterans Health Services Act
of 2009 will ensure that the
fa milies and s p o u s es o f
wounded veterans have the
support they need to care for
their loved ones. The legislation also provides assistance in
the form of mental health
counseling, training, modest
financial support, and health
care coverage.
Currently more than 3,000

Florida guardsmen and
women are preparing to deploy
to Iraq and Afghanistan to join
the nearly 1,000 presently
overseas. Since September
2 0 0 1 , m o re t h an 11, 0 0 0
m em b ers o f t h e F l o ri d a
National Guard have served on
federal active duty in support
of the ongoing war on terror.
Most recently, 432 troops with
the 146th Signal Battalion and
nearly 70 members of the
2 5 6 t h M ed i cal C o m p an y
returned home, concluding
their year-long tours in Iraq.
Starke is known as a “good
National Guard” town and has
a history that can be charted
from the early 1880s. The 53rd
Infantry Brigade Combat Team
is headquartered in Pinellas
Park, with battalions located in
Miami, Orlando, and Panama
City.

Senator Arthenia Joyner
Named As National
Convention Chair
TAMPA – State Senator
Arthenia Joyner (D-Tampa) is
the national convention chair
for the upcoming National
Bl a c k Caucus of S ta te
Legislators. The group’s thirtythird annual legislative conference will be held December 26, 2009, at the Marriott Harbor
Beach in Fort Lauderdale.
This year’s topic at the
gathering will be “Sustainable
Progress in the Economic
Recovery,” which will include
discussions centered on labor,
lawmakers, and corporations.
The NBCSL is a membership association representing
more than 600 Black American
state legislators hailing from 42
states, the District of Columbia
and the Virgin Islands. NBCSL
members represent more than
50 million Americans of
various racial backgrounds.
The organization focuses on
issues that directly impact US

dome stic pol i cy an d i s
committed to policies that positively affect all Americans.
In addition to her national
convention ch ai r d u t i es ,
Senator Joyner also heads the
NBCSL’s Telecommunications,
S cience , and Tech n o l o g y
P olic y C omm i t t ee, wh i ch
includes as part of its mission a
focus on promoting AfricanAmericans in engineering and
other technical professions,
along with an examination of
the impact of technology on
voting rights and civic engagement.
Immediately following the
conference, a special telecommunications broadband summit
will take place. Afri can American lawmakers will be
joined by their Latino and Asian
colleagues to focus on the issue
of cable and internet broadband
access by communities of color.
Senator Joyner, as head of the

Senator Arthenia Joyner

NBCSL’s Telecommunications,
S ci en ce, an d Tech n o l o g y
Policy Committee will serve as
the moderator of this pioneering event.

WASHINGTON DC - The
NAACP congratulates Bernice
King on her recent appointment as
Pr e s i d e n t o f t h e S o u t h e r n
Christian Leadership Conference.
King, 46, was elected as the first
female President in the organization’s 52-year history.
“The NAACP recognizes the
invaluable civil rights contributions made by women throughout
American history, and congratulates Bernice King on her prestigious achievement in being
elected the first female President
of one of our country’s most
esteemed civil rights groups,” said
Benjamin Todd Jealous, NAACP
President and CEO.
King continues the civil rights
legacy of her father, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., who was instrumental in the creation of the
Conference and was its first
President. Founded in 1957, the

organization played an active role
in the Civil Rights Movement.
“Bernice King continues a
long-standing tradition of civil
rights contributions made not only
by the King family, but by
women,” said Julian Bond,
NAACP Chairman of the Board.
“From Fannie Lou Hamer, Mary
McLeod Bethune, and Ella Baker,
women have and will continue to
be at the forefront of the struggle
for civil rights.”
In addition to her role as
President of the SCLC, King is a
motivational speaker, author, and
minister at New Birth Missionary
Baptist Church in Lithonia,
Georgia. She is a graduate of
Spelman College with a degree in
psychology, and received a
Master's in Divinity from the
Candler School of Theology and a
Juris Doctorate in Law from
Emory University School of Law.

Bernice King

Founded in 1909, the
NAACP is the nation's oldest and
largest civil rights organization. Its
members throughout the United
States and the world are the
premier advocates for civil rights
in their communities, conducting
voter mobilization and monitoring
equal opportunity in the public
and private sectors.

As Hunger Increases Across The
Nation, So Do Helping Hands
BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON (NNPA) As a new USDA report finds that
more than a quarter of all AfricanAmerican households suffered
from food insecurity last year,
compared to 15 percent of White
households, public and private
agencies are scrambling to help
feed those who might otherwise
go hungry.
“Our agencies are reporting
seeing increases from 30 to over
100 percent in the demand for
food assistance and are reporting
longer lines, seeing new faces and
the need to reduce the amount of
food being given to each family so
that everyone gets something,”
s a i d S h a m i a K . H o l l o w a y,
spokesperson for Capital Area
Food Bank, a Washington-based
free food distributor. “The
economic crisis has touched so
many people in unexpected ways;
and it puts a squeeze on those
already struggling individuals and
families. We expect to see more
people this year.”
More than 49 million people
lived in food deficient households
last year. Nearly 27 percent of
African-American and 27 percent
of Hispanic households had food
deficiencies, compared to 10.7
percent of White households.
Food insecurities among AfricanAmerican households grew by
17.7 percent from 2007 to 2008
and 35.3 percent for Hispanic
households, according to the
USDA.
African-American and
His p a n i c h o u s e h o l d s w e r e
roughly two and one-half times as
likely to be food-deficient as
white households.
The overall increase of food
deficient households from 2007 is
the largest one-year increase since
the USDA first began publishing
its annual data.
Food deficient or “food
insecure” households are defined
as those in which “the household
has multiple indications of food
access problems impacting at least
one but not necessarily all
members of the household.”
“The faces that we’re seeing
coming through our door are the

same faces that we have seen previously - only more,” said
Roxanne Rice, executive director
for Food for Others, Northern
Virginia’s largest non-profit distributor of free food to the needy.
“We see young families with
children and the working poor or
who had part-time work previously but were laid-off or lost their
jobs completely, and they are
coming to us for a little bit of
help.”
They are seeing increased
numbers over last year, which was
a record year for the food banks.
The area that Food for Others
serves is one of the wealthiest
regions in the country yet it still
suffers a 5 percent poverty rate,
according to the U.S. Census
Bureau.
“We were fortunate in the last
year that donors heard through the
news media about the need in their
community and we were fortunate
in that we received donations that
helped us get through the period,”
Rice said.
But she is concerned about
the coming year.
“Will donors get fatigued
from hearing about the same story
or will they continue to provide
what’s needed?” Rice wonders.
Donations from individuals
have stayed steady or have even
risen but donations from foundations and corporations have
suffered, according to food bank
directors interviewed by the
N N PA N e w s S e r v i c e .
Bread for the World is lobbying
Congress to reauthorize and
strengthen federally funded
nutrition and food subsidy
programs such as the WIC
Program and the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), which is the new name
for the federal Food Stamp
Program.
Funding is essential now
more than ever because there are
more hungry people now than last
year and the year before due to the
current economy and also
unemployment, she said.
Community churches like
Dominion Church of Washington,
DC, in the Nation’s Capitol are
trying to step in and help. The
church adopted a local school
over the summer and they help

them out in special times such as
back-to-school and Thanksgiving.
This year as in previous years,
Dominion church members are
providing Thanksgiving baskets
with complete turkey dinners for
15 families. The baskets are completely funded by the church
through donations from their 100member congregation.
The members are asked to
give their best, Crawford said.
“It is known here - don’t just clean
out your cabinets. We want you to
give the same things you would
want to have at your
Thanksgiving dinner,” said
Wanda Crawford, the events coordinator for Dominion Church of
Washington, DC, who has been
overseeing the program for the
last ten years.
The church had the school
select families that were most in
need. This is the first year that they
went through the school for the
Thanksgiving baskets. Typically,
the church would select families in
need from within their community
through the mayor’s office.
Washington-based Martha’s
Table is among many community
charities that are serving hot
dinners and groceries to those in
need. The non-profit saw one of
the most heavily-attended prethanksgiving dinners they’ve seen
in some time. An estimated onethousand residents showed up on
the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
Homeless residents like
James Russell depend on organizations such as Martha’s Table.
“If it wasn’t for places like
Martha’s Table I would’ve lost
like 60 pounds [laughs],” said
Russell, who volunteers as a youth
basketball coach. In addition to
government assistance Russell
depends on many other non-profit
organizations to help him get bus
tokens and gift cards for local
grocery stores. He said that things
have become easier since Obama
came into office.
“There’s been a greater
number of people coming out to
get food - people of all races,”
Gibson shared. “It’s going to take
some time; but, I’m slowly seeing
some signs because there are a lot
of restaurants coming up that
might benefit me in the months to
come.”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday

Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of our
soldier of the cross, and drum major
for justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston,
extend an invitation to the community
to join us as we communicate Gods’
Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
and Bible Study and Teen Summit

Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We
also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line (727321-9645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered, and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace, and

Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
FORECLOSURE
PREVENTION WORKSHOP Lifeline for
Distressed Homeowners.
Mt. Zion is hosting an informative
workshop on “Foreclosure
Prevention”, presented by St.
Petersburg Neighborhood Housing
Services, Inc (SPNHS). At this
workshop homeowners will be given
relevant information that will
empower them with the tools and

information necessary to assist in preventing the possible foreclosure on
their homes. The workshop will focus
on foreclosure solutions, credit counseling and how to obtain financial
fitness in these turbulent economic
times. Please join us for this free and
interactive workshop to be held on
December 12th from 9a.m.-12p.m at
our Youth Chapel. Please contact
Faye McElroy at SPNHS at 821-6897
ext. 115
MID-WEEK DEVOTION
The community is invited to join

us for Mid-Week Devotion held every
Wednesday, from Noon to 12:30, in
the main sanctuary.
BIBLE STUDY
Everyone is welcome, as we learn
the word of God, during our evening
Bible Study. Rejoice in our evening
Prayer Meeting from 6-6:30 p.m.,
followed by our dynamic Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m. Every Wednesday
evening.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and

worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
S a t u r d a y, D e c . 1 2 , S t a f f

Development Day, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Thought for the Week:
“Confession opens the door to
Thanksgiving.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Coming in November…
Nov. 26 - Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27 - Church Office Closed
Nov. 29 - Mission Emphasis
Sunday during morning worship hour.

St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
M i n i s t r y Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary

school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available. Will resume after the
start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: R e a d i n g S p e c i a l i s t ;
F r e e computer class for children
and youth. In addition, there is tutorial
assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus for all
H i g h S c h o o l S e n i o r s ( F C AT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essay and financial
aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.) and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

“WASH DAY”
CREATED BY: PRINCESS DENISE

MONDAY: Wash Day - Lord, help me wash away all my selfishness and vanity, so I may serve you
with perfect humility through the week ahead.

TUESDAY: Ironing Day - Dear Lord, help me iron out all the wrinkles of prejudice I have collected
through the years so that I may see the beauty in others.
WEDNESDAY: Mending Day - O God, help me mend my ways so I will not set a bad example for
others.

THURSDAY: Cleaning Day - Lord Jesus, help me to dust out all the many faults I have been hiding
in the secret corners of my heart.
FRIDAY: Shopping Day - O God, give me the grace to shop wisely so I may purchase eternal
happiness for myself and all others in need of love.

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday of each week.

SATURDAY: Cooking Day - Help me, my Savior, to brew a big kettle of brotherly love and serve it
with clean, sweet bread of human kindness.

SUNDAY: The Lord's Day - O God, I have prepared my house for you. Please come into my heart so
I may spend the day and the rest of my life in your presence.
TEACHER NOTES: If this Inspirational message has inspired you in any way or you feel that it
can brighten someone else's day, please forward it.
Be kinder than necessary, for everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle.

"For by grace are ye saved through Faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the Gift of God …”
Ephesisans 2:8
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NCNW
24TH ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair

Date: Monday, January 18, 2010
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 A.M.
Theme: Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off !!!
Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter”

Tickets: $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)
For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.,
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Co-Sponsored by City of St. Petersburg
Mary H. Clowers, Chair .
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

