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Volume 9 THE ALASKAN CAVER Number 2 

The Alaskan Caver is the  i n t e r m i t t e n t  publication of  lacier 
G r o t t o  of the National SpePeological society. Copyright 1989 by 
t h e  Glacier Grotto. Materials n e t  copyrighted by individuals or 
by other groups may be copied by other NSS Publications provided 
credit is given to the author and to The Alaskan Caver and a copy 
of such publication is sent to the Edi to r .  Back i s s u e s  are 
$1.00, u n l e s s  etherwise  i n d i c a t e d ,  and are a v a i l a b l e  from Glacier 
Grotto, 2 9 4 4  E m o r y  Street, Anchorage, AK 99508-4466,  U . S . A .  
Articles and letters to the Edi to r  should be sent to Wm. Harvey 
B o w e r s ,  305 South B a r t l e t t  Circle, Wasilla, AK 99687. Opinions 
expressed within are not necessarily those  of The Alaskan Caves, 
the G l a c i e r  G r o t t o ,  or the N S S .  

Mernbershi~ is open to all interested i n  Alaskan cave discovery,  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  survey ,  mapping, photography, 
hydrology, morphology, biology, geology, history, speleogenesis 
and o t h e r  s p e l a e a n  precesses, conservation, management, 
adventures, and the fellowship of Alaskan cavers.  Dues are $5.00 
per year for t h e  first member of a m a i l i n g  address and $1.00 f o r  
o t h e r s  at that address. T h o s e  living overseas must pay $5.00 per 
y e a r  more i f  they wish to receive The Alaskan Caver. 

Dues are due January 1 and are sent to Sam Dunaway, Treas.,  7301 
Chad St. Anchorage, AK 99518. Those paying f o r  the first t i m e  
between October  1 and December 31 will be considered paid up f o r  
the following year. The year through which you are paid is 
i n d i c a t e d  on y o u r  mailing l a b e l .  Meetings are  called to p l a n  and 
r e p o r t  on t r i p s ,  and o t h e r  special events: anyone wanting to have 
a m e e t i n g  should n o t i f y  the President. 

President  

Vice Pres.  

A c t i n g  Sec. 

Treasurer 

Mernb-at Lg. 

Mernb.at Lg. 

Editor 

NW Reg Rep. 

J. Rockwel1,Jr. 

David M. Moll 

Jim Nicholls 

Sam Dunaway 

Tom Hallinan 

Kevin Allred 

W. Harvey Boners 

Dave Klinger 

2 9 4 4  E m o r y  Steet 907-277-7150 
Anchorage, AK 99508 907-564-8267 
PO BOX 82044 907-455-6578 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 907-474-6318 
PO BOX 654 907-479-0465 
Clear, AK 99704 907-585-5213 
7301 Chad St. 907-344-4037 
Anchorage, AK 99518 907-762-2171 
1617 Wolverine Dr. 907-479-6064 
Fairbanks ,  AK 99709 907-479-7454 
PO Box 376 through KHNS 
H a i n e s ,  AK 99827 907-766-2020 
305 S Bastlett Cr. 907-376-2294 
Wasilla, AX 99687 9 0 7 - 2 7 9 - 5 5 8 2  
PO Box 5 3 7  509-548-5480 
Leavenworth,WA 9 8 8 2 6  548-5880 

From CLEW-GROTTO MEWS 34(5):3 (MAR 88) we learned that the TAMPA BAY CAYER. (JUNE 87) repned some 
startling effects of earthquakes on Rorida's water table. The Florida Bureau of Geology's data shows fluctuations up 20 the 
following: 

1978 Mexico Ciry Quake 0.45 fmr fluctuation 
1979 CoIumbia Quake 0.90 foot fluctuation 

1964 Alaska Quake 10.00 foot fluctuations The last named had wi!d fluctuations for two how. 



Three 1988 Caving Adventures 
(From F . O . W .  Island Expedition p a s s a q e  has that c e r t a i n  
1988 by CarPene Allred) profile that gives  me 

claustrophobia (an embarrassing 
LOOSE ENDS WIND UP problem f o r  a caver) ; that is, 

Today ( A u g u s t 1 2 )  it w a s  a fairly wide passage and 
Denise Ward's turn to babysit filled n e a r l y  to t h e  ceiling 
while Kevin and I headed up on with sediment. After mapping 
a surveying trip to El Capi tan  this we headed out and back to 
Cave to tie up the Itloose endsH camp. 
in t h e  main passage. This was 
a second honeymoon to us 
because we don't often get 
together without the kids 
around. Our first task w a s  
resurveying and sketch ing  in 
the large room where the 
Diarrhea Passage (leads t o  
Diarrhea pool) takes  off. We 
also did some resketching i n  
the room on t h e  northeast end 
of the underpass that bypasses 
that difficult s h o r t  climb in 
the main passage (see map]. We 
have found this underpass is 
f l o o d e d  when the o u t s i d e  
weather isnl t d r y .  We mapped 
this area e a r l i e r  in t h e  
expedition, but afterwards 
found our notes lacking in 
clarity. 

F u r t h e r  into t h e  cave while 
leisurly passing through the 
l a rge  sandy f loo red  co r r i do r ,  
we noticed a small side tube 
t h a t  we had missed  somehow when 
mapping in here a f e w  days ago. 
We surveyed i n t o  it and upward 
into a chimney t h a t  rained a 
shower o n t o  us ( w e  l a t e r  
discovered that t h i s  shower 
d r i e s  up when t h e  w e a t h e r  
ouside is dry) . U p ,  up and up 
I climbed t o  s t r e t ch  the tape. 
The ve r t i c l e  tube ended in a 
ceiling c l o g  of rocks  and 
r u b b l e .  While exploring in 
this area w e  made a connec t ion  
through a muddy squeezeway i n t o  
a n o t h e r  passage that w e  had 
found e a r l i e r  this week. T h i s  
is near a place t h a t  we ca l l  
t'Mark's Dig1'. Here an  ongoing 
passage o p e n s  u p  beyond a n  
impossible tight s p o t  but with 
digging potential, 

Our last task w a s  to finish 
digging out and survey t h e  Sand 
C r a w l  that takes off nor thward 
from above Hatfield's Pit in 
the End Room (see map). This 

ADVENTURE IN THE DEEP 
S a t u r d a y ,  August 12 - The 

children had been begging their 
mathers to take them caving and 
today was the day. The weather 
was dry and we had finally 
established an easy route to El 
capitan Cave especially for 
them. I think that perhaps we 
made it a little t o a  easy. 
Denise and I had a hard time 
k e e p i n g  up w i t h  our 3 kids, 
ages 4 ,  5 and 6. It was a 
l e s s o n  in beginning caving f o r  
Ella and Soren.  Bryce had been 
caving previously near h i s  home 
in Utah. what a wondesous  
a d v e n t u r e  we all had 
underground as we s lowly  made 
our way onward into the earth's 
depths, down the large 
mysterious w i n d i n g  hall. 

3 Y o u ~ j  E x p l o r e r s  

The monsterous passage loomed 
black all around us; our feeble 
lights pierc ing little beyond 

1 t h e  n e t  cobbles b e n e a t h  our 
I feet. Onward the children 
i bravely led u s ,  their h e s i t a n t  
I mothers who were c o n s t a n t l y  1 trying t o  slow them down. 

Suddenly E l l a ,  who was not in 
I t h e  lead, let o u t  a cry? 
1 Looking downward at her shoes 

she discovered that s h e  w a s  
standing in a shallow pool of 
clear f r i g i d  water! Her feet 
now w e t ,  she decided that it 
was time to head back o u t .  



While on the way back to the 
entrance I he ld  everyone up by 
i n s i s t i n g  on  taking multiple 
f l a s h  pictures. This is 
tortuous waiting for those not 
i n v o l v e d ,  and soon a l l  t h e  
kid's wanted to go out. They 
were becoming overwhelmed by 
the vastness of t h e  cave and 
n o t  knowing the way out 
frightened them. We exited and 
headed back to camp. 

ONWARD AND INWARD 
This t r i p  (August  26) w a s  my 

l a s t  and  greatest excursion 
underground this season. I n  
the early a f t e r n o o n  Kathy 
Tannessen, E3ob B a s t a s z  and I 
entered El Capitan cave to do 
some more mapping and exploring 
(we map as we explore). Our 
first  task w a s  to make sure 
that an unchecked chimney in 
the maze near the steam room 
didn't go anywhere. This is an 
a r e a  that I had mapped solo 
last summer and then I had been 
hesitant to check t h i s  l e a d  
without suppor t .  Bob willingly 
went on u p . .  .and up.. . and 
across...and o v e r .  . . and 
through.. .and in.. .and o u t .  . . 

T h e  C h l m e y  Climb 

We three s p e n t  a while mapping 
t h i s  new upper area. We left 
for f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  a breezy 
tight upward trending tube t h a t  
needs some excavating. 

Our second m i s s i o n  was to 
drop a ribbon down a p i t  that 
w e  call "Mark's Pit", Ear l ie r  
in the e x p e d i t i o n  Mark Evans 
had stretched t h e  tape through 
here to t h e  top of this pit, 
ending t h a t  t raverse  from the 
main passage. We believe this 
p i t  drops  into the maze of 
tubes below Hatfield's Pit, and 
the placement of this s p e c i a l l y  
marked r i b b o n  w i l l  mark the 
spot  of connection f o r  those 
exploring b e l o w  on a f u t u r e  
trip. (The r i b b o n  w a s  l a t e r  
found from below by Kevin on 
A u g u s t  2 7 ) .  Bob climbed on 
down and left t h e  ribbon i n  
p lace ,  t h e n  ascended back up to 
j o in  the rest of us. 
Next w e  headed f o r  the area 

where David Klinger and I had 
been mapping a few days ago. A 
tight crawlway leads on i n t o  a 
passage that continues virgin 
beyond a steep climb. B o b  led 
on up and then belayed me up. 
This is as Ear as Kathy made it 
because  s h e  w a s  getting t o o  
chilled, a constant concern in 
t h i s  40 degree cave. Bob took 
her on out while I waited f o r  
him te return. To pass t h e  
t i m e  I w h i s t l e d  some tunes and  
listened to their echoes. I 
enjoy  sitting and waiting a lone  
w h i l e  deep underground, hear ing  
only my own breathings and the 
sounds of w a t e r  falling. 

When B o b  r e t u r n e d  w e  
continued our survey,  f i r s t  
th rough  a giant "sponge", and 
then a l o n g  a c a n y o n  with a 
f l o o r  of s h i n y  w e t  co lo red  
cobbles. Onward we mapped, 
working towards our goal of a 
m i l e  of passage total for this 
cave. We continued until w e  
w e r e  tired out, but left 8 
d i f f e r e n t  masked cairns a t  t h e  
en t r ances  to 19 unexplored 
l e a d s .  Their r i b b o n s  are 
f l u t t e r i n g  in the b r e e z e  
waiting for us to r e t u r n  next 
summer! See you all then!  

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS: 
ALICE ILI;FFqS art ic le ,  "The 

Caves of Hope",  appeared on 
page 7 of Sweleo Disest,  1939. 
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